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PREFACE.

The object of my text-book is to assist students in acquiring

a knowledge of the art of mining. Books and lectures are

not intended to take the place of practical teaching at mines,

but they render the training more thorough and complete

in many ways : they serve to explain the principles of the

art, to solve difficulties which perplex the beginner, to

suggest matters which he should observe, to tell him of

things beyond his ken, and to supply him with a system for

arranging his ideas methodically.

It will be seen by my numerous references that I have not

hesitated to avail myself of very varied sources of informa-

tion, and that I have taken care to avoid dwelling too much

upon English examples.

As far as possible I have set my face against the indis-

criminate use of the local slang of any particular district.

Mining is quite difficult enough without introducing unneces-

sary technical terms, and if words which are generally under-

stood by English-speaking nations will express our ideas

clearly, it is far better to employ them than to fall back upon

provincialisms which vary from one district to another ; on

the other hand, certain expressions may sometimes recommend

themselves by reason of their pithiness, for adoption into our

tongue.

Within the limits of this preface it is impossible to name



vi PREFACE.

all the persons to whom I am indebted for matter contained

in this volume. Many useful facts have been picked up

while visiting mines at home and abroad, and in the course

of conversation with my colleagues. I therefore gladly

record my obligations to mining men generally, whom I

have invariably found ready to give me the benefit of their

experience.

I have to thank the Council of the Institution of Civil

Engineers, the Council of the Institution of Mechanical

Engineers, the Editors of Engineering and of the Engineering

and Mining Journal, M. Paulin Arrault, Mr. Augustus Bowie,

Mr. William Galloway, Messrs. Letcher and Michell, and

others, for permission to reproduce some of their figures. A
few of the blocks have been borrowed from Mr. Hughes'

" Text-book of Coal Mining."

Mr. J. G. Lawn and Mr. L. H. Cooke have given me

valuable assistance in correcting proofs, and the former espe-

cially has saved me from some of the pitfalls which beset the

path of an author who is passing a book through the press.

The very full index prepared for me by Mr. S. W. Price will

facilitate reference to my pages.

Llakdudno, North Wales,

Mmj, 1891.

ERRATU:\r.

Page 675, owing to an error in the original, the scale is incorrect, an
the readings should be multiijlied bv i^.
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A TEXT-BOOK
OP

ORE AND STONE-MINING.

INTRODUCTION.

The art of mining, in the broadest sense of the word, consists of

the processes by which the useful minerals are obtained from
the earth's crust. This definition is wide, for it includes under
the term " mine " both open and underground excavations ; but

it excludes subterranean workings which are simply used as

passages, such as railway tunnels, sewers, and galleries for military

purposes.

The word " mine " is derived from a low-Latin verb meaning
to lead, and equivalent to " ducere ;

" we have the French word
" mener," from the same source. No doubt originally the mineral

deposit itself was called the " mine " or " lead," and this signifi-

cation has not been entirely lost, for we still find the word " mine "

used as a synonym for " seam " in the case of coal and ironstone.

I must remark that the word " mine," or its equivalent in

other languages, varies in signification in difierent countries on
account of legal enactments or decisions which define it. In the

United Kingdom it is the nature of the excavation, and not the

nature of the mineral, which decides whether the workings are a

mine or not. For legislative purposes the term " mine" is restricted

to workings which are carried on below ground by artificial light

;

but in common parlance this rule is not ob-erved, and the word
used depends upon the mineral itself. Thus the underground
workings for building stone near Bath, and for slate at Festiniog,

are usually spoken of as quarries, but are ti-eated legally as

mines.

lu Belgium, France, and Italy, on the other hand, the work-

ings for mineral are classified according to the mineralogical

nature of the substance wrought. The French law of 1810 makes
three classes of workings : viines, minieres, and carrieres. Deposits

of gold, silver, lead, copper, sulphur, coal, and beds or veins of

iron ore form mines. Under the head of minieres, for which we
have no equivalent word in English, are included bog iron oi^e,

pyritous earths tit for working, sulphate of iron, aluminous earths

and peat, whilst the carrieres, or quarries, comprise workings for
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stcne, clay, sand, etc., whether above oi' below ground. Tlie

statute of 1866 has assimilated the ininieres to the quarries, and
the law now becomes very like that of Italy (1859), which distin-

guishes simply mines (mhiiere) and quarries (cave). Deposits con-

taining metalUc ores (excepting metal-bearing sand or earth),

sulphur, bitumen, coal, or lignite are worked as *' mines," whilst pits

from which sand and gravel are obtained become legally "quarries.''

The consequence is that what is merely an underground stone

quarry in France would be a mine in England ; whilst open
workings for iron ore, such as those of Northamptonshiie, would
be tiue mines under the French or Italian laws.

In a general text-book upon mining, it is therefore necessary to

go beyond the British definition of a mine and to include the

methods of working minerals in excavations open to the daylight,

as well as in those which are purely subterranean.

The mining of coal is a subject of so much importance,

especially in this country, that it requires a special treatise

;

this has been prepared by my friend, Mr. H. W. Hughes,* and
my task consists in describing the methods of winning and work-

ing all other useful minerals, whether solid, liquid, or gaseous.

Furthermore, as it is customary for the miner 10 cleanse cr pre-

pare his ore or stone for sale, 1 shall explain the processes which

are usually carried on at the mine, and can be fairly included

under the convenient term "dressing." Finally, a few remarks

will be made concerning legislation affecting mines in the United
Kingdom, the condition of workmen, and the accidents to which

they are exposed.

The subject has been divided into the following chapters:

—

(i) Occurrence, or manner in which the useful minerals are

found in the earth's crust.

(2) Prospecting, or search for minerals.

(3) Boring.

(4) Excavation.

(5) Supporting excavations.

(6) Exploitation, or working away of minerals.

(7) Haulage, or transport along roads.

(8) Winding, or hoisting in shafts.

(9) Drainage, or removal of water.

(10) Ventilation.

(11) Lighting.

(12) Descent and ascent.

(13) Dressing.

(14) Principles of employment.
(15) Legislation.

(16) Condition of workmen.
(17) Accidents.

* A Texl-Book of Coal Mluvui, London, 1S92,
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CHAPTER I.

MODE OF OCCURRENCE OF MINERALS.

Classification of mineral repositories.—Beds.—Veins.—Masses.—Cau«es
affecting the p'oductiveness of veins.—Theories concerning the
formation of vnins.—Examples of mineral deposits arranged alpha-
betically.—Faults or aiolocations.

CLASSIFICATION.—Various conditions may be taken a.s

the bases of classification of the rocks which form the crust of the
earth. One striking characteristic is the presence or absence of

beds or layers. A rock made up of parallel beds, or layers, or strata,

is said to be stratified ; a rock in which no such structure exists

is called unstratified. When we examine the stratified rocks
closely, we find that, as a rule, they have been formed at Iho
bottom of seas, lakes, or rivers by the gradual deposition of

sediment, by precipitation from solutions, and by the growth or

accumulation of animal or vegetable organisms. As instances

may be cited beds of sandstone or clay, formed by particles of

sand or mud settling down in water ; beds of rock salt, resulting

from the gi'adual drying-up of inland seas ; beds of limastone,

formed out of old coral reefs ; beds of coal, due sometimes to plants

glowing upon the spot and sometimes to plants washed into

lakes or estuaries.

The unstratified rocks are frequently crystalline. In the
case of recent volcanoes we see molten rocks issuing forth from
the earth, spreading over it, and consolidating into a crystalline

mass, and we may fairly a.«sume that many of the crystalline

rocks now met with at the surface were at one time in a soft fused
condition. Internal evidence leads to the belief that the process of

consolidation often took place at a very great depth, and on this

account geologists have subdivided the crystalline unstratified

rocks into volcanic, which hardened like I'ecent lavas near the
surface, and ])lutonic, which became solid under the heavy pressure
of thick masses of superincumbent strata.

One class of crystalline rocks has given rise to much contro-

versy, viz., the rocks in which the crystals of the constituent
minerals are arranged in roughly parallel layers. The rock has a
flaky structure, and is known as a crystalline schist. Some
crystalline schists have all the appearance of being altered sedi-
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montary strata ; in others the foliated structvire is considercfl to

be the result of pressvire upon pre-existing crystalline rocks.

We therefore may classify the principal rocks as follows

:

<- Sedimentary origin,

I. Stratified . \ Chemical origin.

Unstratified

Organic origin.

Volcanic.

Plutonic.

The crystalline schists must be placed in one or other of these

two great divisions, according as they are looked upon as an
altered form of stratified or of unstratified rocks.

This classification is not entirely satisfactory. For instance it

separates two of the products of a volcano. Volcanic ash falling

into the sea will settle down and form a stratified rock, whilst

the lava issuing from the same vent is unstratified. Again it

does not include sea-water, an important source of salt. How-
ever, for the purpose of the miner a simple classification is

advisable, and it Avill be found sufficient for his purpose so long

as it is recollected that occasional anomalies must be expected.

Any one of the five classes of rocks just mentioned may be

extracted from the crust of the earth for commercial purposes.

Among the bedded or stratified rocks coal is the most im-

portant, but in addition we hare beds which are commercially

valuable on account of the metals they contain, such as copper,

gold, iron, lead, manganese, silver, and tin, or pi ecious stones such

as diamonds, garnets, rubies and sapphires ; other valuable beds

are native sulphur, rock-salt, and innumerable kinds of stone for

building, decoration, paving and road-making, clays for making
pottery and cement, oil-shale and alum-shale.

From the unstratified rocks we obtain supplies of stone for a

great variety of purposes.

In addition to mineral deposits, which consist mainly of

original constituent members of stratified or unstratified rocks,

we have a third important class in which the repository of the

valuable mineral has come ix.to existence subsequently to the

consolidation of the rocks which surround it. If the i-epository

is, roughly speaking, tabular or sheet-like, it is called a mineral

vein or lode, and if in any other form it is a mass.

Hence the series of mineral repo^itones might be classed

according to their origin as follows :

( Stratified.
Primary ongna

. Unstratified.

Sccondarv origin
( Veins.

\ Masses.
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T>ut even here we encounter difficulties, for unstratified rocks

sometimes occur in the form of veins ; besides which primary
origin is not a term which is strictly applicable to beds formed
from sediment which consists of fragments of other rocks.

It is not unnatural, therefore, that outward form should have
been chosen as a convenient basis of classification, and accordingly

mineral repositories have been separated into

:

Tabular or sheet-Uk€
1. Beds.

2. Veins.

Non-tabular . . 3. Masses.

TABULAR DEPOSITS.—These are repositories which have
a more or less flattened or sheet like form. They may be divided

according to their origin into (i) beds or strata; (2) mineral
veins.

(i) Beds.—The characteristic feature of a bed or seam is that

it is a member of a series of stratified rocks ; the layer above it is

called the roof^ the one below it is the floor. Its thickness is the
distance from the roof to the floor measured at right angles to

the planes of stratification ; its dij) is the inclination downward
measured from the horizontal; its strike is the du-ection of a
horizontal line drawn in the plane of stratification.

The thickness of workable beds varies within very wide
limits. The productive part of the copper-shale at Mansfeld is

only 3 inches to 7 inches thick; and one of the beds of gold-

bearing coiiglomerate at Johannesburg is only 6 inches to 2 feet

across; we find, on the other hand, the lead-beaiing sandstone of

Mechernich, in Rhenish Prussia, is 100 feet (30 m.), and a bed of

brown coal at Briihl in the same neighbourhood no less than 131
feet (40 m.) thick. The principal bed of slate at the Oakeley
Quarry, Festiniog, is 120 feet thick (36-5 m.).

It must not be supposed that the thickness of a bed necessarily

remains uniform. Occasionally this is

the case over a very large area; but ^^^- '^^

frequently the thickness varies, and |""~^^ _—--- -:^^^^SH.t«

the bed may dwindle away gradually,
'^^ -—r— , - ^ -^ -V-'u...,.,.

or increase in size, or become divided :

-
_

':- ^ sh«le

into two, owing to the intei-calation of ^
"'"'-'

^

'''''- ::i^ i"-°-

a parting of valueless rock ; but, in

spite of such variations, a bed is much
more uniform in thickness and com-
position than a vein. Fig. i shows
beds of shale, limestone, iron ore and sandstone, any one of which
may be the object of a mining undertaking.

(2) Veins or Lodes.—Veins or lodes are more or less tabular
or sheet-like mineral deposits, formed more or less entirely since

the enclosing rocks {country), a,nd either occupying cavities formed
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Fig. 2.

originally by fissures, or consisting of rock altered in the vicinity

of fissures. A simple and typical example of a vein is shown in
Eig. 2, representing a lead lode in slate at Wheal Mary Ann in
Coi-nwall.* It is evident that a fissure in the slate has been
filled up by the successive deposition of bands of mineral on both
sides. The unfilled cavities are called lochs (Wales and Isle of

Man), or viujs'f (Cornwall). The
definition given above differs some-
whnt from that of some standard
authors, whose opinions I will quote.

Werner says :| "Veins are special

tabular mineral repositories which
nearly always cut across the sti-ati-

fication of rocks and so far have a
different lie to them, and are filled

with a mineral mass differing more
or less from the surrounding rocks ;"

and further,§ " Mineral veins may
be more exactly defined by saying that they are fissures in the

I'ocks Avhich have been subsequently filled up with various

miiierals differing more or less from the surrounding rock."

Game's definition is this :
||
"By a true vein, I understand

the mineral contents of a vertical or inclined fissure, nearly

straight, and of indefinite length and depth." Von Cotta's is

shorter :% " Mineral veins are the contents of fissures," whilst

Grimm says :** " Veins are fissures in rocks which have been

wholly or partly filled with minerals." Von Groddeck's explana-

tion runs thus :tt " Veins are fissures which have been filled up."

In Geikie's text-book we find :+:|:
" A mineral vein consists of one

or more minerals deposited within a fissure of the earth's crust."

Professor von Sandberger's idea of a vein is the same :§§ "True
veins, that is to say, fissures filled with ores." In France {||| and
Italy^^ similar definitions prevail.

PI

* C. Le Neve Foster, " Eemarks on the Lode at Wheal Mary Ann, Men-
teniot,'' Trans. E. Geol. /Soc. Cornwall, vol. ix. p. 153.

t Probably taken fiom the Cornish word " fogou,' a cave.

X A. G. "Werner, Xeiie Ti'.curie von der Eutsttlmng Her Gdnr/e. Freiberg,

1791. p. 3.

§ Ukl.

II
J. Carre, "On thf^ Relative A^e of the Veins of Cornwall," Trans. II.

Geol. Sac. CornicaU. Penzance, 1S22, vol. ii. p. 51.

^ Die Lehre von ihn Erzhf/n-statten Freiberg. 1S59, p. 102.
** Die Lof/erstattpn der mitzl.aren Jlineratien. Prague, 1S69, p. 97.

"It Die Lehre von den Lagerstdtten der Erze. Leip.-ic, 1S79, p. 31.

U Text Bool: of Geoloyij. London, 1882, p. 591.

§§ Untersuchungen ilhcr Erzgdnge. Wie.'.baren, 1S82, p. 4.

I| II
Haton de la Goupilliere, Cours d'E.rjiloitation des Mtntt. Paris, 1803,

r 13-

*i*u V Zo\^i^(ti\\, Arte Muicrurta. Milan, iSS2;p. 16.
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As long ago as the year 1864,* Mr. Richard Pearce bvouglit

forward the theory that nuny of the tin lodes of Cornwall have
been formed by the alteration of granite, and my own f investi-

gations have conv.'ncsd me that he is right. The lodes appear
to be bands of .<-tanniferous rock formed by the alteration of

granite in the vicinity of fissures. The tabular mass of tin-bearing

rock 10 or 15 feet thick, called the lode, is traversed by sundry
fissures and parses without any distinct walls or boundaries into

non-stanniferous granite; sometimes the main fissure is a few
inches Avide filled with crystallised quartz and other minerals.

This filled-up crack answers to the common definition of a vein,

but the rest of the stanniferous mass does not. It has no definite

bounding planes, it contains no
fragments of the surrounding Fig. 3.

rocks, and presents no appear- ,""'"'.,""";
^ i^;"i'"'; ^^ >•,.> » ••

ance of having been formed /I -. -'.
u"
*"-!/ ''y.,^>^'*'^

by the deposition of minerals V>\.'
^ --v ,^' * ^

*

upon the sides of an open rent 1;^ ^^''/: / ^ 'v
(Fig. 3). As much of the Stan- '"A"/^ ; v . ,. ^.v^*
niferous rock as will pay for '

"*"

'
^

^qra^,-,^^ ^"''''^'"^i:''^
working is known as the lode. %lll
I think the geologist must give I

way and suit his detitiition to

the wants of the miner. It is too much to expect the miner to

give up a term consecrated by universal usage, simply because

geologists have made the mistake of supposing that all lodes have
been formed on the same plan.

If Cornwall furnished the only exceptions to the time-honoured

definition of a mineral vein, one would perhaps hesitate in pro-

posing any alteration ; but when similar or somewhat similar

cases are met with in other parts of the globe, the necessity for

some change becomes apparent.

Mr. Kendall X says that the haematite veins of the Lake District

(England) are not filled fissures, but are substitutional deposits,

the result of a gradual replacement of the original rock by other

minerals.

Mr. S. F. Emmons § takes a similar view :
" I consider iti

reasonably certain that a very large proportion of the so-called

fissure-veins in the Rocky Mountain region, notably those in

* R. Pearce, "The Influence of Lodes oa Rocks," Hep. Miners Assoc.

Cormo'dl. Truro, i86|, p. 18.

t C. LsNeve Foster, " Oa the Great Flit Lide South of Redruth and
Cimborne and on some other Tm-deposits formed by the alteration of

Granite," Quart. Jour. (hoi. Soc, London, 1878, vul. xxxiv. pp. 640-653.

X J. B. Kendall, " On the Mineral Veins of the Lake District," Trans
3Janch. Geol. 8oc. Manchester, 1884, vol. xviii. p. 292.

§ R. C. Hills, "Ore Deposits of Summit District. Rio Grande County,
Colorado." Condensed for the Enyineerin;/ and .Mialwj .Toarnal, by S, F.

Emmons. Enj. Jlia. Jour. iS 3, vol. xxxv. p. 334.
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Colorado and Montana, are simply the alteration, silicification,

and mineralisation of the country rock along certain planes which
for some reason or other offered exceptionally easy access to pei'-

colating mineral solutions, and are not the filling up of pre-

existing cavities in the rock, as is generally supposed to be the
characteristic of a true fissure-vein."

Some of the lodes of Otago, New Zealand,* may be described as

belts or zones of auri-
I^ iG. 4. ferous mica-schist with-

^ T^ out any definite bound-
aries ; Fig. 4 shows one
of them,which is worked
at Canton mine. AA is

. A a vein of quartz, BB a
channel or zone of dis-

turbed and distorted

schist, CO a false wall

or plane, along which
there has been a shift-

ing of the strata. The
vein AA, which has
been formed along one
of the lines of fracture

and dislocation, is called

the " indicator," as it

acts the part of a guide
to the miner in his en-

deavours to follow the
auriferous channel ; but
the precious metal is not
confined to the ppace

between A and C.

The question as to

what constitutes a vein
or lode has been more
thoroughlythreshed out
in the United States

than elsewhere, because

in some parts of that

country the miner's
title to his property depends upon the definition of the word.
The consequence is that the term "lode" has been defined by
judicial decisions.

In the year 1877, Mr. Justice Field, in the celebrated Richmond,
V. Eureka case, gave the following interpietation • f " We are of

* Rickard, "The Gold-fields of Otago," Trans. Amer. Inst. 31. E.
Mfeting of June 1892.

t Transcript of Record. Supreme Court of the United States, Nos. 1038

CANTON MINE
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opinion, therefore, that the term lode, as used in the Acts of

Congress, is applicable to any zone or belt of mineralized rock
lying within boundaries clearly separating it from the neighbour-
ing rock."

This definition, which has been framed for the practical work-
ing of an Act of Congress, is not a satisfactory one for the
scientific miner, because it would include a bed or seam, whilst it

would exclude some of the Cornish tin lodes which have no distinct

boundaries.

Some subsequent decisions cover more ground, for they ignore
the question of shape. Judge Hallett * gave the following charge
in the case of Uyman v. The Aspen Minhig and Smelting Company :

" It may be said that with ore in mass and in position in the
body of a mountain, no other fact is required to prove the
existence of a lode of the dimensions of the ore. As far as it

prevails, the ore is a lode whatever its form or structure may be,

and it is not at all necessary to decide any question of fissures,

contacts, selvage, slickensides, or other marks of distinction, in

order to establish its character. As was said in another case f in

this court :
' A body of mineral or mineral-bearing rock in the

general mass of the mountain, so far as it may continue unbroken
and without interruption, may be regarded as a lode, whatever
the boundaries may be. In the existence of such body, and to the
extent of it, boundaries are implied.'

"

"While quoting these decisions on account of their importance
to prospectors and to holders of mining property in the United
States, I think it wise to adhere, for the purposes of the student,

to the definition I have proposed, and to consider tabular shape
and origin subsequent to that of the enclosing rocks as the chief

characteristics of mineral veins or lodes. No doubt a very large

number of mineral veins are simply the contents of fissures

;

others are bands of rock impregnated with ore adjacent to fissures
;

others, again, have been formed by the more or less complete
replacement of the constituents of the original rock by new
minerals.

Veins may occur in stratified or unstratified rocks, and in the
former they usually cut across the planes of bedding.

Like a bed, a vein has its dip and strike ; but as the dip of

veins is generally great, it is often measured from the vertical,

and is then spoken of as the laiderlie, underlay, or hxide. Instead
of being expressed in degrees, the underlie is sometimes measured
by the amount a lode plunges under cover, or away from the vertical,

in a distance of i fathom (6 feet) measured along the dip. Thus

and 1039. The Bichmond Mining Company of Nevada v. The Eureka Con-
solidated Mininr/ Cumpanij. Appeal from the Circuit Court of the United
States for the district of Nevada, p. 604. Filed January 17, 1878.

* "The Aspen Cas^e," Enrj. Mm. Jour. New York, vol. xliii. 18S7, p. 21,

f " The Smuggler Case," oi^. cit. p. 20.
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if AB (Fig. 5) represents a lode, and AC = 6 feet, AD being verti-

cal, draw the line CE at right angles to AD, the inclination is

measured by the relation of EC to AC.
If EC = 2 feet the underlie is said to be 2 feet in a fathom.

This approaches vei-y closely to a dip of 70°, or
i'"iG. 5. underlie of 20°, whilst i foot in a fathom, for most
A practical purposes, corresponds to a dip of 80", or

underlie of 10°. This method of expressing the dip

enables it to be determined with a rule or tape. If

AB (Fig. 6) is a lode at the end of a mining tunnel
{level), the miner has simply to measure the distance

EC = 6 feet, drop a stone from C and ascertain the

distance from D, where it falls, to E. However,
there is the disadvantage that some miners take the

standard fathom vertically and not along the dip
;

therefore, to avoid any chance of confusion it is

wiser to express the inclination of veins in degi'ees,

and not by " feet in a fathom."

The bounding planes of a vein,W (Fig. 7), are called the walls

or cheeks, and they are frequently smooth and striated, showing that

one side must have slid against the other. These striated surfaces

are called slickensides. At the Halkyn mine, Flintshire, the

whole side of one of the levels, for a distance of ten yards, is a

smooth flat polished surface, with small strife, precisely like the

scratchings produced upon rocks by the action of glaciers. In
this particular case the striations are horizontal ; more frequently

they are incline 1. The wall above a lods is called the htuiji.uj

wall, AB, the one underneath, the foot waU, CD. The rock

surrounding or enclosing the lode is called the country, EE. I

give this term, not because I wish to perpetuate a mere Cornish

provincialism, but because it has crept into use elsewhere. To
vise the words country rock, as is done veiy frequently, is to be

guilty of tautology. I may here remark, once for all, that, as a

general rule, it is best to avoid local technical terms, and as far as

possible employ words which are understood by every one ; but
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some expressions are so convenient on account of their brevity

that they may fairly be adopted into our language. It is not un-
common to find a layer of clay, FG, between the lode and the

enclosing rocks ; such a layer is called a selvage, dig (Cornwall),

gouge (U.S.), or alta (California). A large mass of the adjacent

rock found enclosed in the lode is called a horse, HH.
The valueless components of a lode which surround the ore are

often spoken of as forming the gangue. I mention the word in

order to enter a protest against its use, because, in its passage to

us from the German through the French, it has lost part of its

original meaning. We already have the words veinstone, lode-

stuff, and matrix, which are more strictly correct and more easily

understood than gangue, which, by Englishmen, should be con-

signed to oblivion.

Veins often continue for a great distance along their strike.

The Van lode in Montgomeryshire is known for a length of nine

miles, whilst the Great Quartz Vein in California has been traced

for a distance of no less than eighty miles.

Veins are of less uniform productiveness than beds, and are

rarely worth working through-
out. Rich portions alternate Fig. 8.

with poor or worthless portions.

The rich patts have received

various names according to the

forms they assume : Fig. 8 re-

presents a longitudinal section

along the strike of a lode, and
the stippled parts are ore-bodies.

B BB are hunches ; A is a large

bunch or course oj ore ; when an ore-body forms a sort of con-

tinuous column we have a shoot {chute, JJ. 8.). Ore-bodies which upon
being excavated leave chimney-like openings are called jnjjes (C).

In the United States the Spanish word bonanza, literally meaning
"fair weather" or " prospei ity," is frequently used for a rich

body of ore. The inclination of a shoot in the direction of the
strike is called its pitch and sometimes its dip, though it is better

to restrict this woid to the meaning it I'eceives among geologists.

It is of the utmost importance to the miner to know where he
may expect to find a rich ore-body in a mineral vein. Experience
fehows that many conditions aflfect its productiveness,* viz, :

—

1. Intersections with other veins,

2. Nature of the adjacent rock.

3. Change of dip.

4. Change of strike.

* S<e alFO, L. Miifjenet, Chservaliovs on ilc Ixuh Purfs of /lie Lo^rsaf
Co'inritll. Tians-lated from the French by J. H. Collins. London Lnd
Truio, 1877.

Adit ...•vcl
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(i) Intersections of veins.—AB (Fig. 9) is a vein intersecting

another CD at an acute angle AEC ; it is frequently the case that

there is an enrichment about the junction E. If the lines A'B',

CD' represent the lodes at a lower

Fig. 9.
level, then EE' indicates the line of

intersection, which may be the axis of

a shoot of ore upon one of them ; but
when the angle AEO approaches a right

angle a favourable result is not ex-

c'- ,
_^ /

pected.

;
J".'--.-^!-^ :;

If AB (Fig. 10) represents a section
'"' """"--^p. of a lode along the dip, and CD, EF,

and GH are small veins {feeders, drop-

pers) falling into it, an increase in the

productiveness of the lode often occurs near the intersection.

(2) Nature of the adjacent rock.—Few facts are more generally

i-ecoo'nised than the influence of the enclosing rock upon the

productiveness of a lode. I will cite some well-known examples.

In the Alston Moor district the veins cross alternating beds of

limestone, sandstone, and shale; they are generally more pro-

ductive in the limestone than in the sandstone or the shale.

At Kongsberg, in Norway, the silver veins are productive in the

Fig. 10. Fig. ii.

r^AZianf^t

fahlhands, that is to say, quartz schist, mica schist, hornblende

schist, and chlorite schist impregnated with iron pyrites and other

metallic sulphides, but are poor where they cross the gneiss. The
lines ABand CD in Fig. i e represent two such veins in plan; the

portions ah and cd are worth working, but the other parts are not.
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In the Gympie* gold field, Queensland, the veins are richest

in certain bands of black shale. Four principal belts of black

shale have been recognised, and their influence is so thoroughly
known that " the fact has deteimined the system of mining on
the field."

Turning to another part of Australia, we may notice the
" indicators " at Ballarat.f These are narrow beds, some only

I inch thick, parallel to the planes of stratification of the

enclosing slate, and full of small cubical crystals of iron pyrites.

Their dip is nearly vertical, and they can be traced for miles.

When a quartz vein crosses an " indicator " there is usually rich

gold along the line of intersection. Mr. Charles King says

:

" About ten of these ' indicators ' are known within a width east

and west of 1,400 feet, and in the case of six out of these, the

quartz crossing them contains, at the line of intersection, exceed-

ingly rich patches of gold, frequently in nuggets many ounces in

weight." Why only six out of the ten indicators should have the

enriching efiect is not stated.

A third instance of the enriching effiect of a pyritiferous rock

is afforded in the Thames;}: gold-field of New Zealand, where,
instead of a narrow " indicator," there is a marked belt of rock,

60 to 80 feet thick, in which the veins prove remunerative. This
" congenial " bed is a felspathic sandstone containing pyrites, and
is probably a volcanic ash. The veins are poor, or die out
altogether on enteiing the harder diorite or underlying slate.

Even in the case of earthy minerals the same phenomenon
occurs. At Wotherton mine, in Shropshire, the barytes vein is

wide and worth working when the adjacent rock is volcanic ash,

but narrow and valueless in shale.

Lead veins in Derbyshire, which are productive in limestone,

rarely yield much ore in the loadstone, an interbedded lava.

(3) Change of dip.—In a given vein the parts approaching
verticality are often noticed to be richer than those which aie

comparatively flat.

(4) Change of strike.—The veins of a mining district are com-
monly found to have the

same prevailing strike. Fig. 12.

Thus the tin and copper » d

lodes of the Camborne
and Rediuth districts,

Cornwall,§ usually run from S.S.W. to N.N.E., and are spoken of

* R. L. Jack, Animal lieport of the Deimrtmint of Mines, Queensland fur
the year 18S5. Biisbane, i8£6, p. 58.

_
t C. Lh Neve Foster, "Mining Industries," Jieports dn the Cvlvnkd ISec-

iions of the Exhibition. London, 1887, p. i8-

t dp. cit. p. 35.

§ Henwood. ' On the Metalliferous Depos-its of Cornwall and Devon,''
Trans. li. Geol. Soc. Cum. Penzance, 1843, ^^^- v. p. 250.
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as east and west lodes. Sliglit changes in the dii*ection of the

strike are sometimes followed by variations in the productive-

ness ; in the case of a lode with an average strike repre-

sented by the dotted line a h, it may happen that the parallel

parts a h, c d, ef, are poor, and the parallel parts h c and d e

rich* (Fig. 12).

Too much stress must not be laid upon this question of strike,

because there are so many exceptions to the rule that a certain

strike is favourable. For instance, the two principal mines in

the Isle of Man, Laxey and Foxdale, are wrovight, one upon a

north and south vein, the other upon an east and west vein, only

a few miles apart ; and at St. Just, in the extreme west of Corn-
wall, the mean direction of the lodes is 35° N. of W., and there-

fore quite different from what it is in the chief metalliferous

region ; but with individual lodes changes of strike shovdd not

pass unnoticed.

Formation of Mineral Veins.—Though this book is intended

to deal mainly with the working of mines, a few remarks con-

cerning the origin of veins are necessary—first, because the

posteriority of their formation is one of their chief characteristics

;

and, secondly, because a knowledge of the manner in which useful

minerals came to be concentrated along certain lines may enable

us some day to pi'edict the precise spots where subteri-anean riches

are accumulated.

The principal theories are
;

1

.

Fracture and motion with mechanical filling.

2. Fracture and injection of molten matter.

( (a) horn above.

3. Fracture and deposition from solutions
-j

(b) from below.

[
(c) from the sides.

4. Fracture and sublimation, or deposition from gases.

(i) Mechaniccd Filling.—If a r'ock is fractured, and one side

of the crack slides against the other, a vein of crushed material is

formed. If the rock is shale or slate, the vein is a band of clay

more or less mixed with uncrushed fragments, and in Cornwall is

known as Viflookan.

(2) Injection.—Veins formed by the injestion of a molten or

plastic rock into fissures are usually known as dijkes.

(3) Deposition from Solution.—The lode at Wheal Mary Ann,
Cornwall (Fig. 2), is an instance of a vein formed apparently by
deposition from solution. Many of the common constituents of

mineral veins, such as silica, carbonate of calcium, sulphate of

barium, are known to be slightly soluble in water, whilst the

metallic sulphides can be formed by the reduction of a soluble

sulphate, or by the reaction of a soluble sulphide or sulphuretted

* Charles Thomas, Hemarhi on the Gcolor/i/ of Cormcall and Devon. K.d-
ruth, 1859, p. 5.



MODE OF OCCURRENCE OF MINERALS. 15

hydi'Ogen upon metallic compounds. Some metallic sulphides are

Koluble in alkaline solutions.

Much discussion has arisen concerning the place whence the

mineral-bearing solutions came. The theory that they came
from above finds few upholders nowadays, and the battle rages

principally between the advocates of the ascerisional theoi-y, or

supposition that the minerals came up in solution from very

great depths, and the upholders of the laiercd secretion theory,

in which it is assumed that they were leached out of the adjacent

rocks and re-deposited in the vein cavity. This latter theory has

been powerfully espoused of late years by Professor Fridolin von
Sandberger,* who has pursued his investigations with great

ardour. He shows that small quantities of antimony, arsenic,

bismvith, cobalt, copper, lead, silver, and tin ai-e contained in

silicates such as augite, hornblende, mica, and olivine, which are

essential constituents of plutonic and volcanic rocks ; and he
concludes that these rocks are the sources from which the lodes

have derived their riches.

Prof, von Sandberger's views have not been allowed to pass

unchallenged, for Prof, Alfred Stelznerf combats his methods of

analysis.

It is naturally impossible to affirm with certainty that a given

mineral, such as mica, contains lead for instance, so long as there

is a possibility that particles of galena were mixed with it. The
absolute freedom of the rocks svibmitted to analysis, from any
mechanical admixture with pyiites or other sulphides is a neces-

sary foundation stone of von Sandberger's theory. It is against

this point that Professor Stelzner dii'ccts his attack, and he shows,
by the results of numerous carefully conducted experiments, that

the metals found on analysis by Professor von Sandberger did not
necessarily come from the silicates, but may have been deiived

from mechanically mixed sulphides which had resisted his

attempts to remove them. Stelzner points out that the occtirrence

in the country of sulphides, similar to those existing in the lodes,

may be explained quite as well by their having travelled from the

fissure into the adjacent rock, as in the reverse direction.

With reference to the silver found in the rocks, Stelzner re-

marks that the mica of granite at S ilzbachle in the Black Forest,

stated by von Sandberger and others to contain o-ooi to o-oo6
per cent, of silver, was found to be ab^oUitely free from any
traces of the metal when assayed with special precautions at the
Mining College of Freiberg.

Under these circumstances von Sandberger's theoiies must for

the present be looked upon as not entirely proven, much as one

* UntersucJiimgen ilher Srzffiinfje. Wiosbader, 1882 and 1S85.

t "DieLateralsecteiJons-Theorie nnd ill e Bedeutung fiir das Pribramer
Ganggebiet," ./a/triiw/i derh.k. Jjerf/alndrinien zu Lcohcn und Pvilrum vml
der kijl. uny. Btr(jidaidtinie zu t^c/wmnilz, vol. xxxvii.
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would like to be able to account in so direct a manner for tlie in-

fluence of the country upon the contents of the lodes.

The views of Mr. Becker,* with reference to the quicksilver

mines of California and Nevada, deserve special mention, because
the adherents of both parties will probably claim them as support-
ing their theoi-ies. To avoid any chance of mistake, I quote ver-

batim ;
" The evidence is overwhelmingly in favour of the supposi-

tion that the cinnabar, pyrites, and gold of the quicksilver mines
of the Pacific slope reached their present positions in hot solutions

of double sulphides, which were leached out from masses under-
lying the granite or from the granite itself." Mr. Becker
supposes that the hot alkaline solutions were the products of

volcanic agencies, and he decidedly leans to the view that they
took up the heavy metals in their passage through the granite

itself, and not from rocks underlying it.

Even if the ore was not leached out of the immediately adjacent

rocks, these may have inflaenced its deposition either chemically

or mechanically. It is possible that a certain bed may act as

a reducing agent upon a solution which touches it, and so cause

precipitation; this may be the reason why rich gold has been
deposited where the pyritiferous "indicators" intersect the
Ballarat lodes. The mechanical effect is also very simple. A fissure

formed in a soft rock is likely to be filled up by pieces of the

sides dropping in, especially if there is any sliding of the hanging
wall upon the foot wall ; on the other hand, if the rock is hard,

the chasm will remain open and leave a space for the reception

of ores. This fact gives a reason for the steep parts of lodes being

sometimes richer than the flatter parts. If a wavy cut is made
in a piece of card or paper to represent the fissure, and the
*' hanging wall " slid down a little, we have open spaces where
the fissure is steep, whilst the " walls" tovich where the fissure is

flatter, leaving no room for any deposition of ore to take place.

A wavy crack of this kind may be caused by variations of hard-

ness and fissility, such as happen when shale is interbedded with

limestone ; here the crack will be propagated more readily along

the planes of stratification of the shale than across them. After

a slight shift of the " hanging wall " downwards, the cavities in

the limestone become receptacles for mineral deposits, whilst the

crack contains little but crushed rock in the shale.

In a like manner the variation in productiveness noticed upon
a slight alteration of strike may be due to change in the nature

of the " country," which not only caused a deviation from the

genei-al direction of the fissure, but also affected its ore-bearing

qualities. Here, too, we find an explanation of the phenomenon
called " ore against ore." In Fig. 13 let ABCD, and EFGH

* "Geoloey of the Quicksilver Mines of the Pacific Slopo," Monotjrajilia

of ike U.S. Gcol. S-irvcij, vol. xiii. p. 449 Washington, liiiS.
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represent a plan of two parallel lodes, BC and FG being rich part.^;

the miner notices that an improvement in the productiveness takes

place in both lodes when the strike changes from E, and W. to E.

25° N., and that the rich part. BC, is opposite the rich part FG.
This is not surprising if the parts BC and FG are in a special belt

or zone, included

between the lines i'i<>- i3-

HK, LM, capable ',1.

of exerting either a

mechanical eflfect "
\

upon the size of the

vein-cavity by its

hardness, or a

chemical effect by ^

its composition.

The adjacent rock

may likewise have £

affected the lode by \

its porosity or by its \ \

impermeability, in \
ti-

the former case by ^'

affording an easy channel for the solutions which Ijrought in the
minerals, and in the latter by interposing a dam which prevented
or delayed their escape.

(4) .Sublimation.—The sublimation theory meets w4th little

favour nowadays, though certain minerals known as constituents
of lodes are formed in furnaces, or can be produced artiticially

from gases. Nearly half a century ago, Daubree * produced
crystals of oxide of tin by passing a current of stannic chloride
together with steam through a red-hot porcelain tube. One great
objection to the universal acceptance of the sublimation theory is

that many of the minerals found in lodes would be decomposed at
high temperatures.

Fm'mations.—The lodes in some districts are grouped into
different cla.sses according to their mineralogical characters, and
careful observations have shown that those which are similar in
mineral contents usually agree in strike and in age. Distinctions
of this kind have been skilfully worked out at Freiberg t in
Saxony, where six of these classes or " formations" are recognised.

Anomalies.—Itmust be vmderstood that we cannot expectNaturp
to make distinct lines of demarcation between the different kinds r f

mineral repositories. Though we may be able to see clearly that

* " Recherches sur la production artificieUe rle quelques espece.s micorales
cristalline=, particulierement de Foxyde d'etaiu, de I'oxyde de tiiane et du
quartz. OL)>ervations sur rorigine des filon.s titaniferes des Alpes." Ann.
Mines, 4° serie, vol. xvi, i84q, p. 129. Compt. EencL, vol. xxix. 1849,
p. 227. and vol. xxx. 1850, p. 383.
t Freibercjs Bercj- und lliittenicesen. Freiberg i. S., 1893, p. 32.

li
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u seam of coal is contemporaneous with the enclosing rocks, and
that a vein, intersecting successively beds of limestone, shale, and
sandstone, is evidently of later formation, cases frequently occur

in which the origin of the mineral is uncertain.

For example we have the lead-bearing sandstone of Mechernich,

the silver-bearing sandstone of Utah, the gold-bearing conglomerate

of the Transvaal. The grains of sand and the pebbles of quartz

are unquestionably of sedimentary origin ; but opinions differ

as to whether the lead, silver, and gold were deposited originally

with the sand and gravel, or were introduced subsequently by
metal-bearing solutions, which found a passage through the beds.

It has been shown by Mr. Becker* that ample space exists in an
ordinary sandstone for the deposition of ores. Supposing that

all the grains were true spheres of the same size, and as closely

packed together as possible, there would be 26 per cent, of inter-

stitial space. If this space is even partly occupied by an ore, the

percentage of metal may very easily be sufficient to render the

stratum worth working. For example, a sandstone with a specific

gravity of 2-25 requires only 37 per cent, of its interstitial space

to be filled by cinnabar with a specific gravity of 8, in order to

furnish an ore with 10 per cent, of mercury, about the average

contents of the rock worked at Almaden. This 3-7 per cent, is " less

than half the interstitial space in some indurated sandstones

employed for paving streets." In the case of sandstones worked
for mercury, it seems to be quite certain that the cinnabar was
brought in by aqueous solutions long after the dejiosition of the

sediment—indeed, long after the solidification and upheaval of

the rocks.

According to Dr. Sorby, the iron of the well-known Cleveland

bed was " derived partly from mechanical deposition and partly

from subsequent replacement of the originally deposited car-

bonate of lime."t

Other cases of more or less complete replacement may be cited.

We find chalk changed into flint, limestone into chert; and if

" subsequent origin " were the only characteristic distinguishing a
vein from a bed, w-e should be landed in a dif cuVy. It will be

found convenient to consider as seams any stiatitied deposits in

which the impregnated, altered, or pseudomorphous mass occupies

the position of an original bed, and to call the sheets veins when
they cross the bedding-planes, or occupy a fissure, or have been
foi'med by the alteration of a rock at the side of a fissure.

MASSES.—These are deposits of mineral, often irregular in

shape, which cannot be distinctly recognised as beds or veins.

Such, for instance, are ceitain of the red htematite deposits of

* " Geology of the Quicksilver Df posits of the Pacific Sjope," Munoorajihs

of the U.S. Geol. Survey, vol, xiii. p. 399. Washington, 1888.

t Quart..Tour. Geol. Sac, vol. xxxv., 1879, p, 85. Anniversary Address
of the President.
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the Ulverston district (Fig. 14),* which occupy irregular cavities

in the Carboniferous Limestone. They may have been formed

Fig. 14.

HQM5LEVEI.

A, the enclosing limestone ; B, red haematite ; C, sand and clay;
D, a thick capping of glacial drift.

by the percolation of water bringing down iron in solution from
overlying rocks, which by gradual replacement changed part of

the limestone into a mass of haematite. Other examples of masses

are the calamine deposits of Altenberg (Fig, 15),! Sardinia, and

Fig. 15. Fig. 16.

B, the enclosing slate, d,

dolomite, C, calamine, L, clay.

InMlS—i i X 1 3fcet

Mulberry Mine, near Bodmin.

Lombardy, the huge upright " necks " or " pipes " of diamond-

bearing rock in South Africa, and the granite decomposed in situ

worked for china clay in Cornwall.

Under this head also are included by most authors the so-called

" stockworks," " reticulated masses " or " network deposits,"

names applied to masses of rock intersected by so many little

veins as to make the whole worth excavating.

Fig. 16 shows a number of steeply dipping strings of cassi-

terite, generally only two or three inches apart, intersecting beds

* " Beschreibung der Rotheisenerzlagerstatten von West Cumberland
und North Lancashire," Stahl unci Eisen, 2 Jahrgang, No. 12, Plate VI.

t M. Braun, Zeitschr. d. d. yeol. Geselhch., vol. ix. (1857) ; and A. von
Gioddeck, Die Lehre von den La/jenldUcn Uer L'rze. Leipsic, 1879, p. 242.
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of slate. The mass of rock penetrated by this network of little

tin veins is 300 yards long by more than 30 yards wide, and the
whole of the stanniferous stone is quarried and stamped.*

EXAMPLES.—These abstract definitions are not sufficient

;

the student should see how they can be applied to particular cases
;

and I now propose to give a series of examples of the modes of

occurrence of the most important minerals. As the same mineral

may be found in a bed, a vein, or a mass, it is simplest, for the

purposes of the miner, to classify these examples alphabetically.

I thei-efore arrange the information about tin, for instance, under
one head, instead of separating the tin veins from the stockworks,

and these from the alluvia. The minerals to which I propose to

refer are

:

Alum, amber, antimony ore, arsenic, asbestos, asphalt,

barytes, borax, boiic acid, carbonic acid, clay (including china

clay, fire clay, fuller's earth, potter's clay), cobalt ore, copper ore,

diamonds, flint, freestone, gold, graphite, gypsum, ice, iron ore,

iron pyrites, lead ore, manganese oie, nitrate of soda, ochre, oil

shale, ozokerite, petroleum, phosphate of lime, potassium salts,

quicksilver ore, salt, silver ore, slate, stone, strontium sulphate,

sulphur, tin ore, zinc ore.

Alum.—The alum-s^tonef obtained at Allumiere and Tolfa, near

Civita Vecchia, occurs in very irregular veins, which ai'e .supposed

to be due to the action of heated water and sulphurous gases upon
the felspar contained in trachyte.

An important deposit of alunite has lately been discovered^

in New South Wales, at the Bullahdelah Mountain, which
rises up from the bank of the Myall River, a tributary of

Port Stephens. Marked cliffs, overlooking the rivei-, consist of

alunite in varying quality, ranging from pure alunite to a mineral
in which there is as much as 40 per cent, of silica. The deposit

is traced for over a mile in length and neai-ly three-quarters of a
mile in breadth, the thickest band of stone being from 60 to 70
yards in width. The avei'age composition of the rock now being

worked is as follows :

Per cent.

Water 780
Alumina....... 3470
Oxide of iron i 00
Potash 6'io
Sulphuric acid 32 "30

Silica 18 -lo

I GO '00

* C. Le Neve Foster, " On some Tin Stockworks in Cornwall," Quart.
Jour. Geol. Soc, vol. xxxiv., 1878, p. 65=;.

t A. K de la Grange, Le Trachiti della Tolfa e le formazioni allumlnifere.

Rome, iSSi.

X MS. i'nformation from Mr. S. Herbert Cox, A.R S.M , the discoverer of

the alunite.
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The surrounding rocks belong to the Carboniferous system of

New South Wales, and it is supposed that the alunite has been
formed by solfataric action upon dykes of a felsitic rock.

Amber.—This fossil resin is found in a bed of Tertiary age,

which extends along the shores of the Baltic from Western
Russia to Denmark. Tne principal workings are about halfway

between Memel and Dantzig, and the amber is obtained by diving

and dredging in the sea and by ordinary mining inland. After a

storm pieces are cast up on the shore. The stratum containing

the amber is known from its colour as the " blue earth."

Antimony.—Antimony ore usually occui-s in veins. In York
County, New Brunswick,* the veins are from a few inches to

6 feet wide in Lower Silurian slate. The veinstone is white
quartz, calcite, and iron pyrites in small crystals. The ore raised

fi'om the mine contains about 10 per cent, of stibnite.

Arsenic.—The white arsenic of commerce is mainly obtained

from mispickel, which is either mined by itself or more commonly
in connection with the ores of copper, tin, or gold. It is there-

fore in most cases a by-product in the preparation of these ores

for the market.

Asbestos.—The asbestos of commerce is in part chrysotile and
in part the fibrous variety of hornblende. Italy and Canada are the

chief sources of supply, and in both countries the mineral is found
in veins in serpentine. The principal Italian mines are in the Susa
and Aosta valleys and the Valtellina.f In one of the mines in

a tributary of the latter valley the rock is " cut in every direction

by thin seams of asbestos, which seem to start as from a centre

and spread out in every direction, and these again are traversed

by thin seams both horizontally and diagonally. Entering into

the rock, these seams generally converge to a centre, where
the various thin seams unite themselves, and here a pocket of a

ton or a ton and a half of asbestos may be found, and then all

appearance of its presence ceases. Continuing to work inwards,

the seams generally re-appear and spread themselves out as

before."

The most important of the Canadim quarries are situated in

the townshijis of Thetford and Coleraine, in the province of

Quebec. A belt of serpentine runs through the district, and it is

intersected by innumerable small veins of chrysotile, varying in

width from a mere knife-edge to about 6 inches at the most,

the tibi-es of the mineral running almost at right angles to the
walls. The common width of the veins is from i to 2 inches, and
as they "cross and recross each other in every direction and at

* E. M. J., vol. .xvi., 1S73, p. 7 ; and B. zi. h. Z. 1874, p. 237.
t James Boyd, "Asbestos and its Applications," Jour. Soc. Arts,

vol. xxxiv. (1S86), p. 5S3. J. A. Fisher, "Mining, Manufacture and Uoes
ot Asbestos," Trans. Inst. Marine En'j-, vol. iv., 1^92.
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every angle," * the whole of the enclosing rock has to be quarried

in order to get out the asbestos.

Asphalt.—The various modes of occurrence of asphalt or

bitumen have been described by Malof and Greene,J and the

following table is made up from their works :

Statp. Localit'ca.

(^ viscous . . Pitchspringsin Alabama, France,

1. Nearly pure
-^

Venezuela.
(solid . . Dead Sea, Cuba, Texas, Utah.

2. Mixed with earthy matter , Pitch Lake, Trinidad.

3. Mixed with sand . . , California, France, Utah.
(bituminous sandstone)

4. Impregnating limestone , Colorado, Cuba, France, Mexico,
(bituminous limestone) Sicily, Spain, Switzerland.

The nearly pvire asphalt does not occur in sufficiently large

quantities to be worked on a commercial scale, and the Pitch

Lake of Trinidad.§ long known as a natural wonder, has not

been utilised to any great extent until of late years. The lake

occupies an area of 99 acres, and is on an average from 20 to 30
feet deep. Its surface is not one continuous sheet, but is broken

up by pools and channels of rain water ; the asphalt is nearly

everywhere solid enough to walk on. The crude asphalt has the

following composition :||

Per cent.

Bitumen ....... 34
Water 30
Clay 36

100

" The bituminous sandstone of California is found in large

quantities at various points between San Francisco and Los
Angeles. It contains about 12 to 18 per cent, of bitumen, and
the rest is quartz sand, in grains about one-tenth of an inch in

size.''^

We now come to the bituminous limestone. Val-de-Travers,

in Switzerland, and Seyssel, in France, are the most important

sources of this rock for paving purposes. At Seyssel there are

no less than seven beds of bituminous limestone, varying from 10 to

20 feet (3 to 6 m.) in thickness. One analysis of the rock** was as

follows

:

* Boyd, op. cit. p. 5S6,

+ Leon Malo, L'AsjjhaUe. Paris, 1888, p. 20.

:J: F. V. Greene, " Asphalt and its Uses." Trans. Am. Inst. M.E., vol. xvii.

1S88. p. 355.

§ Wall, Jiqwrt on the Geology of Trinidad. London, i860, pp. 94, 140.

!l
Malo, op. cit., p. 75.

'

H Greene, op. cit.

** liotice sur la Societi civile de hitumeet d'asj^halte du Centre. Paris, 1S89,

p. 7.
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Per cent.

Bitumen .670
Clay 3-00
Peroxide of iinii 2-6o
Lime 45 'oo

Magnesia 3-30
Sulphur ic acid ..... 0"20

Plijsphoric aciil 0-20

Carbonic acid, water and loss . . 38 "60

99-60

Barytes.—This mineral frequently accompanies lead ore, but
veins are sometimes worked for it alone, as at Wotherton in

Shropshire.

Borax.—The American borax deposits* now being worked are

situated in a vast depression known as the Great Basin, which
exists between the Sierra Nevada on the West and the Rocky-

Mountains on the East. Much of the region is a desert with

rivers and lakes which have no visible communication with the

ocean. The rivers lessen in volume gradually from absorption

and evaporation, and end in lakes. During the rainy season soda is

dissolved out of felspars contained in the lava which covers much
of the country, and in the dry season the salts of soda crystallise

out at the surface in the form of efHorescent crusts, 12 to 18

inches in thickness. The rain dissolves thu crust, which is carried

away in solution into the rivers, and eventually into depressions

which form saline lakes.

The two principal deposits, known as Borax Lake and Teel's

Marsh, were discovered in 1873 ; the former lies in the Mojave
desert in California, 450 miles S.E. of San Francisco, and the

latter is in Nevada. The Borax Lake is oval in shape, its

greatest length and greatest breadth being 1 2 miles and 8 miles

respectively (Fig. 17). The greater part of the lake is covered

with a hard crust from a few inches to several feet in thickness,

consisting of various salts. On the top of this crust there is

usually white efflorescent matter mixed with sand, whilst under it

is black mud containing much iron sulphide, saline matter, and
svilphuretted hydrogen.

The lake may be divided into three sections, containing respec-

tively : (i) borax, (2) bicarbonate of soda, (3) common salt.

Near the centre of the borax section, an area of about 300 acres

is covered with water, i inch to i foot deep, and the mud under-

neath is full of large crystals consisting of carbonate of soda and
common .salt, with a large proportion of borax. The ground
around this " crystal bed " is a dry hard crust containing car-

bonate and sulphate of soda and 1 per cent, of borax. Upon this

hard crust there is efflorescent matter containing on an average :

* C, Napier Hake, " An Account of a Borax L ike in California," Journ.

Soc. Chcm. Ind., vol. v.ii. (1SS9), p, S54.
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efflorescence is allowed to go on for three or four years, and then
the new crop is scraped off. The sand is blown on by high
periodical westerly winds.

The question naturally arises : Why is the borax mainly con-

fined to one part of the lake ? It appears necessary in order

to produce the efflorescence that the crust should touch the

water, so as to get a supply of the saline matter. The borax
section is the lowest part of the lake, and the hard crust dips into

the water. When the level of the water is low during a very dry
season, the formation of the efflorescence goes on slowly or ceases

altogether. In addition to borax there are sundry deposits of

borate of lime in the same region.

Boric Acid.—Boric acid is obtained in considerable qviantities

from gaseous emanations which come to the surface through in-

numerable fissures, probably dislocations, in the Eocene and
Cretaceous rocks of Central Italy.* The best known localities

are the four contiguous parishes of Pomarance, Castelnuovo di

Val di Cecina, Massa Marittima, and Montieri, in the province of

Pisa. A pit is dug around any natural " steam-puff," or " blower "

{soffione), water is run in, and the steam and other gases, which
boil up through it, leave a little boric acid in solution. The
gases that escape are steam, a good deal of carbonic acid and
nitrogen, some oxygen, and a little sulphuretted hydrogen. The
very weak boracic solution is concentrated by heat derived from
some of the steam -puffs. The total production of the provinces

of Pisa and Grosseto in 1891 was 1775 metric tons of boric

acid, worth ^35,500, and 2056 tons of borax worth ^53,456.
Carbonic Acid.—Liquefied carbonic acid is now a regular

article of commerce, and Germany has taken the lead in utilising

the natural supplies of the gas. In 1883 a bore-hole was put
down for carbonic acid at Burgbrohl,t near Andernach on the

Pv.hine, and since then others have been made at Obermendig,
Tbnnistein, Honningen, and Gerolstein. All have been sviccessful

;

they show that the subterranean supplies of carbonic acid are very
plentiful, and that in places where the gas is already known to

issue, nothing but a comparatively shallow hole is needed to

increase the quantity very consideiably.

At Honningen, about five-eighths of a mile (i kilometre) from
the Rhine, an emanation of carbonic acid gas had long been
Icnown, and was piped off to compression works before any boring

had been made. The rocks in which the carbonic acid occurs

at Honningen ( onsist of greywacke and clay-slate, with vein-like

masses of quartz ; they belong to the Lower Devonian or so-called

* Jervis, Guida alle Arque Jllnerali d'ltalia, Turin, 1868, p. 121 ; and
1 Tesori sotterrnnei dclV Italia, Turin, 1874, p. 427.

t Heusler, Sitzu-nrisbfrirliteder nicderrheinisrJien GtullschaJ't fiir Nalur- nud
lleilkunde in Bonn. Meeting of July g, 1888.
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Coblentz beds, and the bore-holes at Burgbrohl, Obermendig, and
Tonnistein have been put down in strata of the same age.

The Honningen hole was bored with a diameter of 13 inches

(^^ cm.) to a depth of 230 feet (70 m.) from the surface. The
first water containing carbonic acid was met with at a depth of

92 feet (28 m.), and it still i^emains at this level. The quantity

of gas is greater than was given oft' by the old emanation at

the surface, and is reckoned to be 500 litres (nearly 18 cubic feet)

per minute, corresponding to 720 cubic metres (25,428 cubic feet)

of gas, or I kilog. (2*2 lbs.) of liquid carbonic acid in twenty-four

hours.

The Honningen spring differs from some others by the fact that

at a depth of 230 feet (70 m.) the water is already at a tempera-

ture of 72° F. (22" C), and probably a higher temperature would
be reached if the hole were deepened. A second hole has been

bored to a like depth by another company at a distance of 50 feet

(15 m.) from the first, and a good supply of gas has been

obtained.

At Gerolstein the bore- hole passed through alluvial gravel into

solid dolomite, and was stopped at a depth of 156 feet (47^ m.).

It seems pi-obable that the hole has penetrated into a wide fissure

filled with loose fi'agments of dolomite. The water which fiows

out contains such an excess of carbonic acid that it froths up at

the surface. The quantity of water coming up is 8476 cubic feet

(240 cb. m.) in twenty-four hours, with an estimated minimum of

1060 cubic feet (30 cb. m.) of carbonic acid gas per hour.

Though natural outflows of this gas are common, especially in

volcanic regions, the number of places where they are utilised

commercially is small. In addition to the German localities, I

may mention two places in Italy.* There are springs of water
impregnated Avith carbonic acid and emanations of the gas at

Cinciano, in the Valle d'Elsa, province of Siena, which are used

for making pure bicarbonates of potash and soda from the crude

carbonates, and also for making white-lead from the acetate,

the gas being perfectly free from any sulphuretted hydrogen.

Similar blowers (sqffioni) at Montione, near Arezzo, are em-
ployed for the latter purjDose.

Clay (including common clays, china-clay, fire-clay, fuller's

earth, pipe-clay, potter's clay).

As a rule, clay occurs in the form of stratified deposits, and this

is the case with an important Bi'itish clay, the fire-clay of the Coal

Measures, Avhich is found in beds sometimes several feet in thick-

ness and usually under a seam of coal. The coal is often too thin

to be worked and may be only i inch thick, but both coal and the

underlying fire-clay may be worth working together. Various
beds of clay of Secondary and Tertiary age are dug in EngLmd

* Jervi;;, Guida (die Acja- Miacrali d'liidui. Turin, 1S6S, pp. 54, 63.
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for making pottery, drain pipes, and Portland cement. The beds
of fuller's earth near Bath are of Oolitic age, whilst those which
are mined in Surrey belong to the Lower Greensand.
The china clay* of Cornwall and Devon exists in irregular

deposits of a totally different nature ; they consist of granite

decomposed iji situ, not by atmospheric agencies as is often

stated, but far more probably by hydrofluoric acid brought up
by deep-seated fissures. That the decomposition was due to the
veins or fissures seems evident from the fact that the altered lock
occurs in bands adjacent and parallel to them. Where the
veins are numerous a very large mass of china clay may be found,
extending for a width of a hundred or more yards, and a length
of a quarter of a mile or half a mile along their strike; the depth
to which the alteration of the granite continues is quite unknown.
The veins are often tin-bearing, and workings for tin liave led to

the discovery of china clay; indeed the two minerals may be
worked together. The altered granite consists of quartz, white
mica, sometimes a little gilbertite, and felspar which has been
more or less completely converted into kaolin. This last mineral

is easily separated when the soft rock is washed down by a
current of water, for it is so finely divided that it is the last to

settle when the milky stream is led into depositing pits.

Cobalt.—The cobalt ore worked at Skutterud in Norway is

found in certain bands of quartz

schist and mica schist which
contain small particles of cobnlt

glance, skutterudite, cobalti-

ferous mispickel, ordinary mis-

pickel, iron pyrites, and other

metallic sulphides.

The accompanying figure (18)
illustrates what I saw at Skut-
terud some years ago ; a, a, a,

are bands of mica schist with
little or no cobalt ore ; b, b, are

bands of quartz schist containing

the cobaltic minerals dissemi-

nated through them, and c, a cobaltiferous band of mixed quartz
schist and mica schist.

The rocks appear to be altered sedimentary strata, and the
deposits must be spoken of as beds. The strike is N. and S., and
the beds dip at a very high angle to the east. Quartz schist is

the rock most likely to be cobaltiferous, the mica schist may be
also worth working, but hornblende schist is poor. The cobaltic

beds are commonly two or three fathoms wide, but a number of

* J. H. Collins, The Hensharrow Granite District. Truro, 1878. And,
"On the "Nauire and Oiitiin of Clays: the ComposiJun of Kaoliuite,''

Min. Mag. Lumlon, vol. vii. (16S7), p. 205.
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adjacent beds may produce a much greater thickness of cobalt-

iferous rock.

In Nev/ Caledonia* the mode of occurrence is totally different.

Fig. 19.

a a ES2SI Vein ofChromicIron

Wed of fragmentJ of Chromic Iron
^rtted from, the Veiris
3Bed of Coiall i feruus Mangan ese ora

The cobalt is found as a hydrated oxide, without a trace of

sulphur or arsenic, intimately associated with hydrated oxide of

manganese, in irregvilar " pockets" of red clay in serpentine. In
Fig. 1 9 S is the serpentine and A the red clay ; a a represent

vems of chromic iron in the serpentine ; a' a' is a little stratum
of fragments of chromic iron derived from these veins, whilst h h

are beds of cobaltiferous manganese ore in the clay. The ore

lying about on the surface or obtained from these pockets has from
2^ to 3 per cent, of cobalt.

At Khyl, in Flintshire,t there is a curious irregular cavity in

Fig. 20.

VERTICAL SCALE THREE: TIMES THAT OF THE HORIZONTAL SCALE

Ihe Mountain Limestone filled up with red clay which encloses

small lumps of asbolane. This deposit was worked on a small

scale for several years.

Copper.—The most important copper mines of the Avorld

* Levat, " Memoire sur Ics progre.s de la nKtalliirgie du nickel." Ann.
H/iiic^, ge seiie, vol. i. p. 147.

i 'Intns. li. CorairaU Gcul. -Sbc, vol. x. y>. 107.
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nowadays are those of Mansfeld in Germany, Rio Tinto and
Tharsis in Spain, San Domingos in Portugal, Lake Superior,

Arizona and Montana in the United States.

Germany.—Copper mining has been carried on near Mansfeld, in

the Prussian province of Saxony, since the commencement of the

twelfth century, and the district is specially interesting from the

fact that the ore is found in a bed or seam, which can be worked with
profit in spite of its thinness and comparative poverty in metal.

The Mansfeld district (Figs. 20 and 21) is mainly occupied by
the rocks of the following formations :

—

Trias . . ... 3. Bunter Sandstone,

r, • (2. Zechstein.
Permian . . . . \ -dj.it 1

I,
I. Rothhegendes.

(i) '* Das Rothliegende," or the red floor, is the old miners'

name for the sandstone and breccias lying almost immediately
below the bed of cupriferous shale. In contradistinction to the

ore-bed, it is also called " das Todtliegende " (the dead floor). It

can always be distinguished by its characteristic red colour. One
of its most constant beds is the so-called " porphyry con-

glomerate," consisting of pebbles of milk-white quai'tz, hard
siliceous slate, and grey and reddish porphyry,

(2) The Zechstein formation consists of three divisions. The
lowest division comprises the " Weissliegendes," the bed of copper
shale and the Zechstein. The middle division consists of the
anhydrite or older gypsum, or of its equivalent the " Rauchwacke,"
" Asche," " Rauhstein " and Stinkstone ; the upper division is

made up of variegated clays with intercalations of gypsum, the

residues left when some of it is dissolved away (Asche), and cal-

careous or dolomitic concretions.*

The " Weissliegendes " is petrographically hke the "Rothhe-
gendes" below it, and is looked upon by many as merely an
uppermost bed deprived of colour. Above it with great
regularity comes the ore bed, a blackish, bituminous, maily shale,

about 15 to 18 inches thick.

The oi-e of the shale bed is usually disseminated through it in

the form of fine particles [Sjieise), which impart a metallic glitter

to the surface of cross-fractures. A golden yellow colour indicates

chalcopyrite, a bluish and reddish variegated look, bornite, and a
steel grey, seen more rarely, is due to copper glance ; whilst a
greyish yellow denotes a predominance of iron pyrites, and a
leaden grey, galena. The following minerals also occur : cinnabar,

blende, kupfernickel, speiskobalt, and compounds of manganese,
molybdenum and selenium. Oxidise d 01 cs are found at the outcrop,

* The figures and some of the details concerning the Mansfeld mines are
borrowed from a pamphlet entitled " Der Kupferschieferbergbau und der
Hiittenbetrieb zur Verarbeitung der gewonnenen Minern in den beiden
Mansfelder Kreisen der Preussischen Provinz Sachsen." Eisleben, 1889.
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and are naturally of secondary origin. In addition to the finely

disseminated grains, there are often small strings of bornite and
copper glance, generally parallel to the bedding, and thin coatings

of copper glance, bornite, chalcopyrite, and native silver along the

Fig. 21.

Section of Eduard II. Shaft.

Bunlcr Sands fone

Gypsuvt . , . . . . '
*

y

Siinkstone and" Asc/ie '
. . i j/^^^f

Blue Shale «

Slinkstone and" A sche" . • 5^

Gypsum .

'X.

Zechstein...... e

Copper Shale '/

Roihlieg^ndes u

Conglomerate . . , . . r

Rothlic^endcs a

Rothlicgendes ivith Melaphyre . If

Rothliesciules . , . , , ^

planes of bedding or in cross joints. Finally there may be small

nodules of copper ore lying singly.

The whole of the bed of copper shale is ore-bearing ; but, as a

rule, only tlie bottom 3 or 4 inches are rich enough to be worked
with profit. Occasionally 6 or 7 inches can be taken, and in ex-

ceptional cases the whole of the bed goes to the smelting works.

Although there are minor variations, the shale is fairly regular
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as regards ore-bearing when dealt with on a large scale. On an
average, in the true Mansfeld district, between Gerbstedt and
Eisleben, it contains 2 to 3 per cent, of copper and 163 oz. of

silver to the ton of copper (5 kil. per metric ton).

The importance of the copper shale will be appreciated from

the fact that in the year 1888, 14,178 persons were employed at

the mines, or more than all the miners of Cornwall and Devon.

The output of ore was 469,716 metric tons, which produced

13,600 metric tons of refined copper, and 77,950 kilogrammes

(208,845 Troy pounds) of silver.

^paiii and Portwjul.—The famous mines of Rio Tinto,*

Fig. 22.

Tharsis, and San Domingos are contained in a great metalliferous

belt of country, 140 miles long by 30 miles wide, stretching

across the province of Huelva in Spain and into Portugal. The
rocks consist of slate of Upper Devonian age, often altered

locally into jasper, talc schist, chiastolite schist, etc., with great

intrusions of quartz and felspar-porphyiies, diabase, quartz-

syenite, and granite. The geological horizon of the slate has been
determined by finding Posidonomya Becheri, P. acuticosta, a
goniatite allied to G. suhsidcatus and other fossils. The strike of

the slates is about 15° to 25° north of west, and the dip either

• Collins, "On the Geolog-y of the Rio Tinto Mines, with some General
Remarks on the Pviitic R--gion of the Sierra Morena," Quart. Journ. Ged.
>':>jc., vol. xli. (1885), p. 245.
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vertical or at a high angle to the north. Through having the same
general strike as the slate, the masses of porphyry may appear to

be interstratitied, but a close examination of the junction proves

them to be intrusive.

As shown by the map (Fig. 22)

Fig.

there are four principal

deposits of pyrites at Rio
Tinto, viz., the North
Lode, the South Lode,

the San Dionisio Lode,

and the Volley Lode.

They all o(cur at or

near the junction of the

poiphyry and the slate

;

and they are supposed by
Mr. Collins to occupy
cavities produced by fis-

sures. On the other hand,

the somewhat similar

deposit of the Rammels-
berg mine in the Hartz
is now unanimously con-

sidered by geologists to

be of sedimentary origin,

and to be strictly con-

formable to the surround-

ing beds of slate.

The South Lode, the

one most largely wrought
hitherto, is sometimes as

much as 450 feet (140 m.)

wide, and is known along

the strike for a distance

of about a mile, or, in-

deed, for two miles if the

San Dionisio lode is con-

sidered to be an extension

of it to the west. Fig.

23 is a cross section of

the South Lode at San

Inocente shaft, and Figs. 24, 25, and 26 are taken at points a

little to the east.

Index for Figs. 23 to 25.

'K^a Porphyyy.

|oo°a°o%,°| Ferntginous breccia and gozz.

Pyrites.

Pyrites worked
away.
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Figures* 27 and 28 show the curious manner in which the San
Di')iiisio lode swells out suddenly at a depth of about 750 metres

fiom the surface, and actually attains the enormous width of 200
metres. A, is slate ; B, porphyry ; C, cupreous pyrites ; D, iron

ore, the " gozzan " or iron cap of the lode. The slate is dipping

steeply towards the lode, as indicated by the lines denoting planes

of bedding. The hatching of itself does not represent any
structure. It will be interesting geologically and important
commercially to watch the further development of the workings
upon this remarkable lode.

The character of the ore varies a good deal. Mr. Collins

names fourteen different kinds. The principal are : (i) Ore
treated for copper on the spot, and (2) that which is exported.

The former consists of fine-grained and compact iron pyrites

with I to 2 4 per cent, of copper, existing as copper-pyrites

minutely disseminated throughout the mass, and the latter only

differs by being richer in copper, and containing up to 3! per

cent.

Little veins of copper- pyi-ites, ei'ubescite, and occasionally

copper-glance, more or less

mixed with iron - pyrites,

quartz, blende, and other

minerals, traverse the mass,

and there is sometimes a
compact mixture of galena,

blende, chalcopyrite, and
iron-pyrites resembling the
" hluestone " of Anglesey.

Few mines in the world
are of more importance
than Rio Tinto. The quan-
tity of ore extracted in " - -

'

i892t was 1,402,063 tons of r^^-

21 cwt., of which 995,151 i , /,

tons were for local tieat-

ment and 406,912 for shipment to Great Britain, Germany,
and the United States. The average percentage of copper was
2"8ig.

The deposits of iron ore marked on the map are horizontal
beds, probably formed at the bottom of lakes in Miocene times.
The ore is brown haematite, with varying proportions of silica.
The sections show that the upper part of the pyrites has been
converted into a go/.zan

; much of this is a good iron ore, and is
being stocked for dis|)osal at some future time.

«
XI

* From drawings kindlv supplied by Mr. James Osborne, the general
manager of the Rio Tinto Mine.-.

'^

t Ilio Tinto Co. Ltd., Twentieth Annual Report, Aj^ril 1893



34 ORE AXD STONE-MINING.

The Tharsis and San Domingos mines are likewise vast under-

takings, and the total imports of cupreous iron-pyrites into this

country alone from Spain and Portugal in 1891 amounted to

608,000 tons, worth over one million sterling.*

Fig. 28.

Uiiited States.—Crossing the Atlantic, we will now turn our
attention to the mines on the southern shore of Lake Superior,

which are remarkable for their productiveness, and which are

equally attractive to the geologist and to the miner.

The copper-bearing districtf lies on a long peninsula, 15 to 20
miles wide, with a north-easterly trend, which projects into Lake
Superior (Fig. 29 J) some 60 miles beyond the general run of

its southern shore, and terminates in Keweenaw Point. The
westei'n half of the peninsula is formed by rocks belonging to the

Keweenaw Series, considered by many to be younger than the

Huronian and older than the Cambrian. They consist of sand-

stones and conglomerates, interstratified with flows of eruptive

rocks of various kinds.

The beds dip to the north-west, at an angle of 22° in the

northern part of the mineral district, and in going south the

dip increases to 56°. The outcrop of the actual copper-bearing

pait of the sei'ies occupies a belt of country from 4 to 5 miles

wide.

* 3!in Stat, for iSgi. London, 1892, p. 59.

t R. D. Irving, " The Copper-bearing Rocks of Lake Superior," United
States Giol. Survey. Washington, 1883. Dontilas, " The Co[ per Resources
of the United States," Trans. Anier. Inst. 3J.E., \o\. xix. 1890, p. 679;
and Jour. Soc. Arts, vol. x)i. 1892, p. 39.

\ Enf/ineerittf/, \-o\. 1. 1890, p. 553; and Guide-book prepared for the
members of the Iron and Steel Institute, 1890.
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A. Beds

The modes of occurrence of the copper may bo classified as

fullowri :

1. Copper-bearing conglomerate and sandstone.

2. Copper-beating amygdaloid.

B. Veins.

A. (i) The deposits of the first class are beds of conglomerate

and sandstone impregnated with native copper. In most cases

the cupriferous beds are interstratified vith diabase flows ; but

this connection between the proximity of diabase and the presence

of copper is not universal. The copper occurs as the cementing

material of the pebbles and grains of sand, and also replaces the

pebbles themselves, large stones several inches or even a foot in

diameter being converted into the native metal. The copper has

evidently been deposited from aqueous solutions. By far the

greatest proportion of the Lake Superior copper is obtained from
these conglomerates.

A. (2) The cupriferous amygdaloids are portions of the old lava

flows, and are not strictly speaking beds as defined, though it is

convenient to call them by that name.
Often they are highly altered and have lost all sign of ba\ing
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orce been vesicular; the native copper which they contain must

have found its way in long after their eruption.* It is usually

very irregularly distributed, and the parts rich enough to be

worked may be surrounded by much poor or barren rock. The
presence of epidote and calcite is regarded as a good indication

for the proximity of copper.

B. As the cupriferous lava beds and conglomer;ites are locally

called "veins," it is necessary to say that the real veins run in

a direction at right angles to the general trend of the beds, and

are almost vertical. Their usual width is from one to three

feet, but it may become as much as lo, 20, and even 30 feet.

They are largest and richest when they have amygdaloid or loose-

textured diabase for their walls, and they become pinched up and
worthless in the compact greenstone or sandstone. To a great

extent they consist of altered rock, and are an instance of lodes

formed by replacement of the " country." According to Irving

these veins were formed by copper-bearing solutions which found

a path through zones of fissured rock, instead of following certain

easily permeable beds. The copper is in the native state, and

generally in masses of considerable size, the largest found weigh-

ing nearly 600 tons.

The following statistics relating to the Lake Superior mines

are taken from a guide-book prepared for the members of the

Iron and Steel Institute in 1890.

Name of Mine.
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aLout 12 feet on an average. The dip is 37 J° to the north-west.

The depth of the mine which is given in tlie table is measured
on the dip, and would be about 2,280 feet if measured vertically

;

but these figures are now greatly exceeded, and shafts are being

sunk which will enable the Calumet and Hecla and the Tamarack
Uiines to be worked to the enormous depth of 5000 feet.

The very low percentage of copper in the Atlantic amygdaloid,

which nevertheless is worked at a profit, is remarkable ; but,

unlike the amygdaloids generally, the Atlantic reck is very

I'ogular in its yield. This makes up for its poverty,

Arizona* produces large quantities of oxidised ores of copper,

especially the oxide and carbonates, wh'ch occur in or adjacent to

the Carboniferous limestone. Sometimes there are irregidar ore-

bodies at the contact of the limestone with granite or with sand-

stone. Masses of sulphuretted ores which have escaped decay

show whence the oxidised ores have been derived.

The Batte district, Montana,f has surprised the world of

late years by the enormous quantities of copper ore which
it has sent into the market. The deposits are east and west
lodes in grnnite, usually dipping steeply to the south. The
main lode, which supports the celebrated Anaconda and Parrott

mines, has proved productive for a distance of three miles along

the strike. The principal ores are erubescite, copper glance,

and chalcopyrite. Everywhere near the lodes the granite is soft

and friable, and often contains ore-bodies. Though the granite

has been greatly fi.ssured, it seems likely that much of the ore

does not fill up cracks, but has gradually taken the place of the

rock by a process of substitution. The width of the lodes varies

considerably; however, on an average it may be taken at ten feet.

The copper ore is silver-bearing, the proportion varying from ^ oz.

per unit of copper to 2 oz. per unit.

The upper parts of the veins consisted of oxidised minerals, from
which the copper had been leached out almost entirely, but in which
the silver was retained and formed the original object of the mining.

At the Anaconda mine there was no copper worth speaking of

for the first 400 feet in depth ; then came a rich zone of

oxisulphides and erubescite, considered to contain some of the

copper which had been dissolved out of the vein at a higher level,

and after lasting for 200 feet it was succeeded by the unaltered

sulphides.

Diatnonds.—By far the most important diamond distinct in

the world is Kimberley, in Cape Colony, 648 miles by rail from
C.ipe Town. Strange to say, most of the precious gems are

* Douglas, Op. cit.

t Doui^las, Op. cit. VoTdsang, " Mittheiluneen iiher den Kupferberg-
bau in Nord-America," Zfit>tchr. B.- II.- u. S.- ll'esen, vol. xxxix. 1801,

p. 231. G. vom Ra^h, " Ueber das Gangrevier von Butte, Montana, " N.
Jdhrb.f. Miller. Go A. a. I'aidoiit., vol. i. (1SS3) p. 15S.
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obtained from four deposits situated in close proximity to each

other ; indeed, all four are included in a circle three miles in

diameter. The masses of diamond-bearing rock may be described

as huge vertical columns, of round, oval, or kidney-shaped section,

as shown by Figs. 30 and 3 1 .* The unweathered diamond-bearing

Fig. 30.

NfS SHAFT _ ROCK SHAFr _5?;^^^_j-

BASALT f- BAS^iifn

BLUE GROUND

Fig. 31.

KMBEniEY
MINE

DF B£ERS MINE

rock, locally known as "blue ground," or " blue," is a breccia,

consisting of fragments of shale, basalt, diorite, and a little

sandstone, cemented together by olivine rock containing diamonds

and various other minerals, such as bronzite, biotite, talc,

garnet, graphite, magnetite, and iron

pyiites. The surrounding rocks, locally

called " reef," are beds of carbonaceous

and pyritiferous shale lying horizontally,

and sheets of basalt and melaphyre,

under which comes qviartzite. The mela-

phyre is a hard amygdaloidal rock,

which has also been called olivine dia-

base.t Large detached masses of the

sun-onnding rocks are sometimes in-

cluded in the "blue," and are then

known as " floating reef." The upper
parts of the deposits have been decom-

posed by atmospheric agencies, and changed into a soft friable

earth to a depth varying from 45 to 60 feet, and the colour is

yellow, instead of the slaty blue of the unweathered rock. The
surrounding rocks have naturally shared in this weathering.

* De Beers Consolidated Mines, Limited, Second Annual Report, 1890,

inclurling a technical report with plates.

t Ihld. p. 13.

AIT DUTOITSP/IM
MINEQ3
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The diamond-bearing rock appears to be the fiUing-up of the
necks or throats of old volcanoes by a mud from below. BVom
tiie frequent occurrence of broken diamonds it is fairly inferred

that the gems were not formed in situ,, but were carried up
with the " blue."

Not only does the yield in diamonds vary in the different mines,

but the diamonds themselves have their peculiar characteristics,

which enable the expert to say at once from which mine a stone
h.is been obtained. The average yield of the "blue ground"
per load of 16 cubic feet* is as follows :

—

Area.
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place among the important minerals which deserve special de-

scription. My reasons for mentioning it are twofold. First, tiie

Fig. 32.
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earliest underground workings in tliis country were prrhol ly for

flint ; and secondly, flint aflords a good instaiice of the leplace-

ment of an original bed by another mineral.
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Pits in the chalk known as " Grime's graves,"* were at one
time a puzzle to the antiquary, but it is now generally conceded
that they are the mine shafts by which beds of flints were worked
for the manufacture of stone implements in Neolithic times.

This old trade of flint mining still survives at Brandon in

Suffolk, for though stone hatchets and arrow-heads are no longer
wanted, there is still a market for gun-flints in parts of Africa. The
mode of mining the stone, splitting off flakes and kyiapjnng them
into gun-Hints has been admirably described and illustrated by
Mr. Skertchlyt in one of the " Memoirs of the Geological Survey
of England and Wales." Fig. 32 represents a section of the beds
in which the flint occurs. It shows that the layers of flint are

sometimes continuous, and sometimes consist merely of a succession

of nodules which do not touch each other. Some of the flint has
knobs and even horn-like projections, the transformation from
chalk into silica not being confined strictly to one particular layer

of the original sea-bottom. The principal bed is the " floor-stone,"

No. 20, about 8 inches thick, but other layers are mined from
time to time for building stone or gun-flints.:;:

Freestone.—Freestone is largely quarried in Enfjland from
beds of Jurassic age, and the so-called " Bath stone " is not only
quarried but also mined at Corsham in Somersetshire, and at

Weldon in Northamptonshire. The bed worked in the Corsham
underground quarries varies from 8 to 24 feet in thickness, lying

almost flat ; it is a typical oolitic limestone which can be sawn
freely in any direction.

§

Gold.—This metal is so widely distributed over the earth that

it will be impossible to compress into the space at my disposal

anything more than a very summary description of the principal

modes of occurrence in beds, veins, and masses.

Beds.—During the last few years the attention of cap-

italists, miners, and geologists has been often directed to the
marvellous resources of the Witvvatersrand|| or simply " Rand

"

goldfield, in the Transvaal or South African Republic, and
situated about 35 miles south of Pretoria, the capital. The gold

is obtained entirely from beds of conglomerate or puddingstone
called banket, which is the Dutch name for almond rock, the

hardbake of the British schoolboy, because the pebbles look like

* The word " grave " no doubt corresi onds here to the German GraJien,

a ditch or trench, and has no reference to burial.

t On the Manufacture of Gun-Flints, etc. London, 1879.

t A more or les-s regular and continuous layer of flints is locally called a
sn.<!e or sr-se, which recalls the French w^rd " assise."

§ C. Le Neve Foster, "Some Mining Notes in 1887," Trans. Mln. Assoc,

and Inst. Cornwall, vol. ii. p. 136. Camborne, 1888.

II
A very complete summary of papers upon South African Geology is

given by Mr. Gibson in his memoir, " The Geology of the Gold-bparingand
Associated Rocks of tlie Southern T.an&vaal," Quart. Jour. Geul. Soc,
vol. xiviii. (1892), p. 406.
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the almonds in the sugar. The
layers of auriferous conglomerate
lie conformably among beds of

sandstone, shale, clay, and quartzite.

At Johannesburg the beds strike

east and west and dip to the south.

The conglomerate consists mainly
of pebbles of white quartz, and in

the upper parts of the workings
they are cemented together by oxide

of iron, sand, and clay. Below the

influence of atmospheric agencies,

the cementing material is found to

consist largely of silvery-grey mi-

caceous matter with cubical crystals

of iron pyrites, and the colour df

the banket changes from red and
brown to blue and bluish grey. It

is quite evident from the examina-

tion of sp3cimens that much of the

ferruginous matter in the upper
parts of the conglomerate is derived

from the decomposition of iron

pyrites, and visible gold is seen in

the cavities formerly occupied by
crystals of that mineral. The bulk

of the gold is said to exist in the

cement and not in the pebbles ; but

some assays made by the late Mr.
Richai'd Smith show that this is not

invariably the case.

l^ig- 33* ^ section across the

Salisbury Mine at Johannesburg,
shows four beds of auriferous con-

glomerate, known respectively as

the North Ilpef,the Main Reef , the

Main Reef Leader, and the South
Reef.

As would naturally be expected

in the case of beds which must have

been deposited in shallow water,

there are frequent variations of

character and thickness in a short

distance.

Whilst certain beds of conglome-

i^ate are auriferous, others are not,

Gibson, Ibid. p. 411.
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or contain merely traces of gold. The sandstone, as a rule, is

not auriferous, but layers within the banket may be worth
working. The richest beds are the Main and South Reef with
some of the thin " leaders." The gold is not distributed

uniformly through the bed of banket ; but upon the whole there

ib far greater regularity of yield than can be expected in a vein,

and as a rule the whole of the bed is worked away like a seam of

coal, without poor portions being left. The fact of being able to

form a rough approximate estimate of the probable yield of a
given area of banket is of the utmost commercial importance.

The Rand output in 1892* was 1,210,865 ounces of bar gold
;

the average total yield of the conglomerate stamped was i2|- dwt.

of gold per ton, of which about four-fifths were obtained at once
by amalgamation at the mills, and one-fifth by subsequent treat-

ment of the tailings and concentrates.

The gold-bearing strata are supposed to be of Devonian age.

"Whether the gold was deposited at the same time as the
pebbles of quartz, or whether it was brought by the subsequent

Fig. 34.

a, hard grey siliccons shale ; h, massive quartzite, becoming
talcose and highly auriferous in zones ; c, schistose quartzite,

becoming argillaceous in places ; d, impure sandstone quartzite,

e, quartzose breccia with fragments of felsite and clay shale ; ^,

hard grey siliceous shale ; </, highly auriferous sandy matter
resulting from the disintegration of the bed h.

infiltration of mineral solutions which found their easiest

channels of escape through the most readily permeable beds, lias

net been decided; but where the bulk of a deposit consists of

* Phillips, " Address to the Rand Chamber of Mines," January aOlh
1S93.
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materials of undoubted sedimentary origin, it is best for the
miner to call it a " bed " or " seam," and leave the question of

origin to be settled later on by the geologist.

Fig. 34 represents a section of the Sheba mine, Barberton,*
where the gold is obtained from a bed of auriferous quartzite.

Fig. 35 is a section of an auriferous alluvium in the Caratal

district of Venezuela.!

Fig. 35.

Clft

The following is the succession of the bcf^s :— i. Sull. 2. Hod
clay, showing no signs of stratitication. 3. Soft clayey " nioco de
hierro." 4. Hard brown iron ore (" moco de hierro"), with
pieces of quartz in it and a litile clay. 5. Blocks of vein-quartz,

often auriferous. 6. " Greda," or pay-dirt, a yellow ferr ginoiis

clay containing nuggets and small grains of gold. 7. " Cas^ajo,"
decomposed schist, lormmg the "bed-rock."

Fig. ;^6 explains how a superficial gold-benring "rainwash"
may result from the denudation of a bed of auriferous gravel.

Some of the deposits of gold in Brazil occur under totally

different conditions. The precious metal is found in beds of

jacotinga, the local name for a friable mixture of micaceous iron

earthy brown iron ore, oxide of manganese, lithomarge or talc, a
little quartz, and small lumps and granules of gold. The beds of

jacotinga occur as subordinate bands in the rock known as

itabirite, composed mainly of micaceous iron, specular iron, mag-

* MS. of C. J. Alford, F.G.S.
t 0. Le Neve Fo.^ter, " On the Caratal Gold-field," Quart. Jour. Geol.

ib'jc, vol. XXV. 1S69, p. 340.
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netite, and granular quartz. Some of the beds of itabirite j.rvi

worked as iron ores.

Fig. 36.

I. Schist ("Cascajo ") or felstone forming the bed-rock of a fer-

ruginous gold-bearing gravel (" moco de hierro ") 2
; 3. Red fer-

ruginous earth (" Tierra de flor ") containing nuggets of gold.

Though the jacotinga forms beds, the gold is not uniformly dis-

tributed through it, but is concentrated in productive shoots.

Veins.—The veins usually consist in great part of quartz, and
contain in addition iron pyrites, or some other heavy metallic sul-

phides, such as galena, zinc blende, copper pyrites, magnetic pyrites,

stibnite and mispickel. The gold is principally in the metallic

state, even when enveloped in pyrites, which is so frequently the
case ; but it occurs also in combination with tellurium, and with
bismuth.

The " Great Quartz Vein," or " Mother Lode," in the Sierra

Nevada of California is the first deposit that must be noticed
;

for it is remarkable by its length, its width, the number of

mines which are dependent upon it, and their annual yield of

the precious metal. Some of the most important facts concerning
it have been described by Whitney.* The axis of the Sierra

Nevada is a mass of intrusive granite, which is flanked by meta-
morphic Triassic and Jurassic rocks ; the existence of fossils proves
the gold-bearing strata to be of Secondary age. The rocks in

which the principal gold veins of this region occur, are slates

of various kinds, such as clay-slate, talcose slate and chloritic

slate, which form a marked belt, sometimes 18 miles wide, running
through the country for fully 150 miles. The slates are accom-
panied by a band of serpentine sometimes a mile wide. "Asso-
ciated with the serpentine is the very remarkable mass of quartz
known as the * Great Quartz Yein,' which may be traced for a
distance of 80 miles from Amador County to Mariposa County in

a general S.E. by S. direction."t "This powerful lode is made
up of irregularly parallel plates of white compact quartz and
crystalline dolomite or magnesite,? more or less mixed with

* Tlie Aiu-iferous Gravels of the Sierra Xcvada of CuUfornia. Cambridge,
U.S., 1880, p. 45.

t Op. cit. p. 46.

t Wldtney adds the note—" In the only specimen which has thus far
been chemically examined, the srpposed doloraivic portion proved to Lc
au intimate mixture of quartz ana magne&ite."
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green talc; and these plates, vvliich somewhat resemble the
' combs ' of oi'dinary lodes, are either in contact or separated from
each other by intercalated layers of talcose slate." " The quartz

is the auriferous portion of the lode, although it is far from being

uniformly impregnated with gold." " The talcose slate bands in

the vein are often themselves more or less auriferous." In one

place the vein is 261 feet wide measured horizontally across it,

and it dips to the north-east at an angle of 60°. Whitney says

It is not proved to be a fissure vein, and he is more inclined to

consider it as a metamorphosed belt of rock.

The map of the lode given by Collins,* shows seve-nty-seven

mines which are now being worked, or which have been profitably

worked in recent times, and we learn from him that the auri-

ferous quartz contains small quantities of metallic sulphides, such

as iron pyrites, mispickel, marcasite, chalcopyrite, and galena.

The quantity of gold produced from the quartz treated varies from

3 dwts. to 15 or 20 dwts. per ton, and the " Great Quartz Vein"
or " Mother Lode " is estimated to yield about two million dollars

worth of gold annually.

The gold veins, or " reefs," in Victoria are found in the Upper
and Lower Silmian rocks. The gold is especially associated with

Fig. 37.

p.-.v .y-iSANDSTONE |-l_^_^.g' SLATE pY^^~y[ QUAHTZ.

SADDLE.

iron pyrites ; when it decomposes a cellular honeycombed quartz
is left behind, and the gold is unmasked and rendered visible

in the little rusty cavities. Other heavy metallic sulphides are
common here as elsewhere.

The peculiarities of the so-called "saddle-reefs" of the Sand-

* " Notes on the Great Mother Lode of California," Joii7\ Hoy. last.

CormoaU. Truro. Vol. ix. (1SS6), p. 64.
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Fig
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worked opencast, the cost of getting is low. Much of the gold is

free, and can be extracted by amalgamation in spite of its being

enveloped by pyrites.

This mass may be called a stockwork or net-work deposit.

The productive Mount Morgan mine,* near Rockhampton, in

Queensland, while astonishing the world by its richness, affords a
puzzle to geologists which has not yet been satisfactorily solved.

The auriferous deposit, which is worked as an open quarry, is a

mass of brown htematite, sometimes stalactitic and containing a

little silica, which passes gradually into a ferruginous siliceous

sinter. Some of it is spongy and frothy in appearance, and so

full of cavities that it will float upon water like pumice. The
precise nature of the gold-bearing mass is well illustrated by
twenty views which accompany the " Third Report " of Mr.
R. L. Jack, the Government geologist.

Both the sinter and the brown iron ore contain gold, and
yield on assay several ounces to the ton. The auriferous stone

Fig. 39.

a, pipe of geyser (theoretical) ; h, cup-deposit of geyser ; c, over-

flow deposit of geyser ; s, metamorphic rocks ; d, rhyolite dykes.

caps a hill rising about 500 feet above the neighbouring table-

land, and the most important part of it is the actual top or crown,

an oval mass 300 yards long by 170 yards wide.

Mr. Jack considers that the deposit is the product of a geyser,

and he explains his views by the section (Fig. 39). This naturally

represen<"s the present condition of the hill, much of the original

geyser deposit being supposed to have been removed by denu-

dation.

The gold exists in a state of great fineness, and the metal

extracted is of extreme purity, for it contains 99*7 of gold,

the rest being copper, a trace of iron, and a minut-e trace of

silver. Dr. Leibius, of the Sydney Mint, speaks of it as the

richest n;itive gold hitherto found.

Without having examined the deposit upon the spot, one

scarcely likes to criticise the conclusions of so able an observer

as Mr. Jack ; but looking at his section of the No. i tunnel,

we find that the auriferous mass must repose upon higlily

pyritous rocks, such as quartzite full of fine pyrites, in which the

latter constituent may sometimes predominate. The suspicion

* R. L. Jack, " Mount Jlorgin Gold Deposits." Brisbane, 1SS4. Second
Report, 1SS9 ; and Third Report, 1892.
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naturally crosses one's mind that the gold-bearing cap may simply
be due to the decomposition and weathering of the pyritiferous

rock. Mr. Jack combats this theory, and says that it is dis-

proved by three facts : ist. A dyke of dolerite in the quartzite

does not reach up into the overlying sinter. 2nd. The pyri-

tiferous quartzite is poor in gold. 3rd. The silica of the sinter is

hydrated. He therefore still maintains his original opinion that
the sinter and ironstone were deposited by a thermal spring 011

the pyritous quartzite, and are not altered portions of it.*

Mr. Rickard,t while disagreeing with the geyser theory,

concurs in Mr. Jack's opinion that the deposit is not an altered

portion of the pyritous quartzite, though he remark"", tliat the

Fig. 40.

Mount Morgan rock bears a strong outward resemblance to the

decomposed outcrop of the Broken Hill lode in New South Wales.
This can be easily imagined from an inspection of the views given

in Mr. Jack's third report, from which the outlines of Fig. 40
have been copied. The theory propounded by Mr. Rickard
(Fig. 41) is that the auriferous stone of Mount Morgan is rock

shattered by the intrusion of dykes, and then altered by thu per-

colation of underground mineral solutions, which found an easy

passage through the cracked and fissured mass. He points out
that the gold may have been derived from the poor pyrites

disseminated through the quartzite, or from the sandstone of the
district, which has been shown to be auriferous.

The quantity of stone treated by chlorination at Mount Morgan

* Second Report, p. 4.

t " Mount Morgan Mine, Queensland," Trans. Amer. Inst. M,E. vol. rrx.

(1S91), p. 133.
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in the twelve months ended 30th November, i88g, was 75.415
tons, from which 323,542 oz. of gold were obtained, equal to

Fig. 41.

Mount Morgan Sections
e de^elopmenta

tv.-7^ ^-'^A PYRmous QUABirrre l-.V--'--:-'J oyke*

4 oz. 6 dwt. per ton. The gold was sold for ;^i,33 1,484, and
^1,100,000 was paid in dividends.

Graphite.— The great graphite mines of the world are those

of Ceylon, where the mineral is found in layers from a few inches

to several feet in width, in gneiss and mica schist. The graphite

is associated with quartz and a little iron pyrites.

There are various graphite deposits in Austria and Bavaria.*

At Kaiserberg, in Styria, the mineral is found in graphitic schist

;

the beds vary in thickness very rapidly from a few inches to 20 feet.

In Lower Austria, Moravia, Bohemia, and Bavaria graphite

occurs in gneiss usually accompanied by gi^anular limestone. The
Passau graphite is in the form of small black scales, and appears

to take the place of some of the mica in a highly felspathic gneiss
;

the thickness of the beds varies greatly, but may be as much as

16 feet (5 m).

The Bavarian mines produced 3352 tons of graphite in 18S8.

Gypsum.—As one of the principal uses of gypsum is for

making plaster-of-paris, we naturally turn to the French
metropolis for an example of the mode of occurrence of this

mineral. The gypsum is found in beds from 50 to 60 feet thick,

which are of Upper Eocene age (Fig. 352).
In England and elsewhere, the Triassic rocks have long been

remarkable for containing valuable beds of gypsum, and they are

largely worked in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. Fig. 42 re-

presents the layers of nodules in a gypsum mine at Kingston-on-

Soar, Nottinghamshire. There are three beds a few feet apart in

the New Bed Marl. The bottom bed consists of large spheroidal

masses, varying from 5 to 8 feet in thickness, and 5 to 10 feet in

diameter ; above it are two layers of " balls " and nodules, more
or less continuous. The highly gypsiferous marl, locally called

* Th. Andree, "Der osterreichische unci bajcrischa Graphitbergbau,"

B. M. h. Z. 1890, p. 269.
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Fig. 42.

" fault,'' B, between the big balls, A A, is left, so as to form pillars,

which support the roof of the workings.

White translucent alabaster for statuary purposes is mined at

Castellina Marittima,* in the province of Pisa. Its mode of

occurrence resembles that just de-

scribed, for it is found in irregular

spheroidal or kidney-shaped masses

called " ovuli" by the workmen, from
a few inches to several feet in dia-

meter, and occasionally weighing
more than a ton each. The grey

marl surrounding the nodules is of

Pliocene age. The alabaster is sac-

charoidal and very fine gi-ained.

Ice.—Bysome persons this minei-al

maybeconsidei-ed beneath notice, but
the trade in ice is so large that it

deserves at least a passing mention.

The United States f are the largest

producers of natural ice in the world,

and in some years 12,000,000 tons are gathered from the lakes

and rivers, and especially from the Hudson. The gathering in of

the ice crop affords employment to " 12,000 men and boys, 1,000

horses, and 100 steam engines." Much ice is exported from
Boston, and Norway also is a country with a large ice trade.

Iron.—This metal is very widely distributed over the globe,

and affords examples of many modes of occurrence, though veins

of iron ore are quite driven into the background by the yield of

beds, and especially those of the Jurassic age.

The most productive European deposits at the present time
are : the bed of iron ore in the Cleveland district, the masses of

red haematite in Cumberland and North Lancashire, the bed of

brown haematite in German and French Lorraine, and Luxem-
burg, and the beds of red and brown haematite near Bilbao, in

Northern Spain.

The bed of ironstone worked in the Cleveland district of North
Yorkshire is found in the Middle Lias. Mr. Kendall | gives the

following general section of the rocks :

—

* Jervis, I tesori sotterranei delV Italia, vol. ii. p. 419, and vol. iv. p. 318.

t "The Trade in Ice," Jour. Soc. Arts. London, 1890, vol. xxxviii.

P- 765-

X "The Iron Ores of the English Secondary Rocks," Trans. N. of Eng.
Inst. Mill. Eng., vol. xxxv. (1886), p. 113. Barrow, "The Geology of North
Cleveland," Mem. Geol. Survey 1888.
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Description.
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cannot be profitably worked over anything like the whole of this

disti'ict. The average thickness where worked is about 10 feet.

The beds dip very gently about i in 15, to the south-east. The
seam is thickest and best at Normanby, Eston, and Upleatham

;

in proceeding to the south-east, partings of shale appear, and
split up the main seam into numerous comparatively thin layers

of ironstone, with a smaller percentage of metal. Some of the
ironstone is oolitic and of a greenish grey colour, but much of it

is not oolitic, and is bluish grey in colour, resembling a mudstone.
The iron exists chiefly as carbonate, some of which, according to

JJr. Sorby, was deposited mechanically, whilst the rest was formed
chemically by replacement of carbonate of lime. As a general
average, it may be said that the ore contains 30 per cent, of

iron. The district produced 5,128,303 tons of ore in 1891.
The masses of red hiematite worked in Cumberland and North

Lancashire have already been noticed (Fig. 14).

The great iron-field of Lorraine,* much of which became the
property of Germany in 187 1 after the Franc )-Prussian war,
stretches out from Nancy past Metz and Diedenhofen into
Luxemburg. It may be called 60 miles long by 10 to 12 miles
wide (100 km. by 15 to 20 km.).

The iron-bearing strata belong to the Lower Dogger or Brown
Jura (Inferior Oolite), and consist of marly sandstone, marl and
sandy clay, interstratified with beds of limestone and iron ore.

In places there is no iron, and in others, especially in the south
and on the eastern edge, the beds of ore are thin. On the other
hand, at Esch, in Luxemburg, four beds of iron ore and their

partings of limestone and sandstone make up a total thickness of

65 feet (20 m.), and at Deutsch-Och and Oettingen three beds and
the partings are 32 feet (10 m.) thick; then at Hayingen the total

thickness sinks to 20 feet (6 m.), and at Ars there is only one bed
5 to 6 feet thick. The strata are slightly undulating, but the
general dip is i to 2 J in a hundred to the south-west. The iron

exists in the state of hydrated oxide, probably for the most part
as 2Fe2033lI,0, which constitutes the roe-like grains which are so

characteristic of the ore.

The oolitic particles are enclosed in a calcareous matrix, which
may contain quartz. The matrix is always more or less ferru-

ginous, and sometimes consists of a greenish mineral, which is

probably a silicate of iron. The ore has usually from 32 to 38
per cent, of iron and from | to 2 per cent, of phosphorus ; there is

also a little sulphur, due to occasional small strings of iron

pyrites. The name " minette," or " little, unimpoi^tant ore," was
given many years ago to this bed in contradistinction to the

* Wandesleben, " Das Vorkommen der oolithischen Eisenerze (Minette)
in Lothringtn, Luxemburg und dem ostlichen Frankreich." Der IV. All-
gcmcine Deutscl,e JJerf/mannstafj in ILclle {Saale). Ftslhericht und Fer-
luindlunijcii. Halle, 1S90, p. 297.
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"mine" or " mineral de fer fort," a much richer ore found in the

neighbourhood, which is now no longer worked.

Nearly a hundred blast furnaces are dependent upon the
" minette " for their supplies of ore, and in iS88 they produced

2,500,000 tons of pig iron, or 40 per cent, of the total production

of Germany, Luxemburg, and Frtince. More than four-fifths of

all the iron ore raised in this last country is obtained from this

bed. The amount of ore still available in German Lorraine is

estimated at 2,100 million tons, or enough to maintain the pre-

sent rate of production for 750 years.

Sweden is justly famous for its great deposits of magnetite.

These are generally lenticular masses, often similar in shape to

the Rio Tinto copper veins, and enclo.sed by highly metamorphosed

rock'*, such as gneiss, mica schist, and the hard compact hdll'flinta

of the Swedish geologists.

It would not be right to quit the subject of iron ore without

mentioning at least one of the mines situated in the neighbour-

hood of Lake Superior, where the Menominee, Gogebic, Yermilion

and Mesabi districts are producing large quantities of mineral.

At Chapin INIine* near the town of Iron Mountain (Mich.)

there are huge lenticular masses of ha?matite, which lie parallel

to tlie enclosing Huronian strata (Fig. 44).t One large lens is

:Wi^

i'^:^:-
'Xis;^^h

half a mile long, 130 feet Avide in the middle, and gradually

tapering out to a point at each end; it strikes 15^ N. of W., and
dips from 70" to So° N., and the axis of the lens pitches 30° W.
Tlie ore contains about 63 per cent, of metallic iron, and only

007 per cent, of phosphorus,

* Larsson, " The Chapin Iron-mint, Lake Superior," Trans. Aincr. Inst.

II. E., vol xvi. (18S7), p. 119.

t Engineering, vol. 1. (1^90), p. 552.

I
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Load.—Though lead ore is largely wrought from veins, one of

the great mines in the world obtains its supplies from a bed. The
lead-bearing sandstone at Mechernich, in Rhenish Prussia,* is of

Triassic age (Bunter) and is on an average nearly loo feet thick.

It rests upon and is covered by conglomerate, and is often split uj)

into two or more beds by thick partings of conglomerate. The
ore exists in the farm of little concretions of galena and grains of

quartz, but these are not uniformly distributed through the sand-

stone. The concretions are from ^V inch (i mm.) to | inch (3 mm.)

Fig. 45.

Jt.luO 4fieyar£f

A, greywacke ; B, conglomerate ; C, le.-'d-bearing sandstone
;

D, conglomerate ; E, so-called " red rocks," consisting of red,

yellow, and white sandstone, with variegated shales and clay.

in diameter, and are harder than the surrounding sandstone,

which is generally very friable. When the rock is pulvei'ised

the little shot-like masses remain, and are called "knots" (Knotten),

whence the name " Knottensandstein " given to the bed. The
amount of metallic lead in the sandstone is between 2 and

3 per cent. ; but the concretions themselves contain from 20 to 24
per cent. According to the statement of accounts presented to

the shareholders,t the average percentage of lead contained in

the whole of the sandstone treated in 1890 was 2"3i8; 347,706
cubic metres (454,806 cubic yards) of sandstone, were raised from
the mine and open work, and yielded 36,245 tons of lead ore for

smelting and 733 tons of potter's ore. This would be at the rate

of io4kil. of dressed ore per cubic metre, or 1 1 cwt. per cubic yard,

but it must not be forgotten that the bulk of the ore

—

i.e., that

which goes to the furnaces— is not highly concenti-ated and con-

tains only 54 per cent, of metal. The proportion of silver in it is

5I ounces (180 grammes) per metric ton.

The history of Leadville, in Colorado, seems like a romance
when we read of the rapid development of the mines, the creation

of a large and important town, the erection of smelting works
and the building of railways, under very adverse conditions, in

* Der Berghau vnd Hilttenhetrieh des Meclternicher Berqwerks-Acfu-n-
VcreiDn. Cologne, 1886.

t 21imn(j Journal, vol. Ixi. (1891), p. 499.
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the heart of the Rocky Mountains, all within the space of four or

five years. It affords additional proof that the miner is the true

pioneer of civilisation. The Leadville deposits have been ad-

mirably described by Mr. S. F. Emmons,* from whose exhaustive

report I borrow, not only the following facts, but also a section

across one of the mines (Fig. 46).

The principal deposits of the region are found at or near the
junction of white porphyry with the underlying Blue Limestone,
which is the lowest member of the Carboniferous formation.

This bed is about 150 or 200 feet thick, and consists of dark-blue

dolomitic limestone. At the top there are concretions of black

chert. The porphyry occurs in intrusive sheets, which generally

follow the bedding, and almost invariably a white porphyry is

found overlying the Blue Limestone. This porphyry is of

Secondary age. It is a white homogeneous-looking rock, com-
posed of quartz and felspar of even granular texture, in which the
porphyritic ingredients, which are accidental rather than essen-

tial, are small rectangular crj'stals of white felspar, occasional

double pyramids of quartz, and hexagonal plates of biotite or

black mica. Along the plane of contact with the porphyry the

limestone has been transformed, by a process of gradual replace-

ment, into a so-called " vein " consisting of argentiferous galena,

cerussite, and kerargyrite, mixed with the hydrous oxides of iron

and manganese, chert, granular cavernous quartz, clay, heavy spar,

and " Chinese talc," a silicate and sulphate of alumina. The vein
seems to have been formed by aqueous solutions, which took up
their mineral contents from the neighbouring eruptive rocks, and
brought about the alteration of the limestone as they percolated

downwards through it. In Carbonate Hill a gradual passage may
be observed from dolomite into earthy oxides of iron and manga-
nese. The masses of workable ore are extremely irregular in

shape, size, and distribution. They are often fi'om 30 to 40 feet,

thick vertically, and occasionally 80 feet, but only over a small

area. The rich ore bodies are commonest in the upper part of

the ore-bearing stratum. At Fryer Hill the Blue Limestone is

almost entirely replaced by vein material. The metallic ores

appear to have been deposited originally as sulphides ; the oxidised

or chloridised ores found near the surface are the products formed
by the percolation of surface water like any ordinary gozzan.

Manganese.—The great manganese-producing countries of the
present day are Russia f and Chili, and in both the ore is derived

from beds, and not from veins or masses. At Tschiatoura in the
Caucasus, about thirty miles from Kwirilly station on the Poti-

Tiflis Railway, there are beds of manganese ore of Miocene age.

The beds worked are from 5 to 6 feet thick (1-5 m. to 2 m.), and

* Geology and Mining Industry of Leadville, Colorado. Washington,
1886.

t B. u. k. Z. 1890, pp. 32, 215.
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are made up of several small seams of clean manganese ore,

separated by partings of soft sandstone and clay. The manganese
exists principally in the form of MnOj, and the ore contains

50 to 55 per cent, of metal. The mines are at present heavily
handicapped by the long and expensive carriage to Kwirilly
station, but this will be reduced when a railway is made.

Both in Wales and Belgium there are beds of manganese ore in

the Cambrian rocks. The Welsh beds ai-e about a foot thick (Fig.

• 47 ), sometimes running up to
Fig. 47. 18 inches or 2 feet. The man-

_._ ., . — ganese is principally in the

=r; ;' '^/r̂ =—:u=rz,-^-—-- . form of carbonate, though
~.r~~ '

r

:^rz^i:rrj^zr^'-rr: ^ there is a little silicate, and

.
^JE-^^^^^^r-^ j^:~^^—^~^ near the surface these have
"~T

—

'
,

'~<^~~ "^—iTp"" been converted into hydrous
N .}

' _/ oxides. The ore is inter-

i Q bedded with fine - grained

S \ X sandstone, hard mudstone,
"_ .. .:. - and shale, also manganifer-

f-^:'T"" A °^^^' ^'^^ often containing
-'-""" -" chlorite, iron pyrites, and

magnetite; the whole man-
gauiferous series is enclosed

'tP<'o^. m the regular Cambrian grits

and conglomerates. The ore

contains from 20 to 32 per
^CsUinuTrcs
60

A, fine-grained sandstone with ma^- c^"*"
"^S^^'S'^''^'^^

,
netite, chorite, and iron pyrites; U, Marble. — The famous
raaniranes.e ore; C, finegrained shaly white statuary marble of
sandstone. Italy is found in the Aptian

Alps from Carrara to Staz-

zcma, on the S.W. slope of the mountains, and from Fivizzano to

Vagli Sotto on the N.E. slope.* It occurs in very thick beds,

with the stratification sometimes well defined, but generally

completely obliterated, and it rests upon compact limestone, which
in its turn lies upon pre-pala?ozoic mica-schist and talc-schist.

The age of the marble beds has not been ascertained without

doubt ; some geologists say they are Triassic, whilst Jervis calls

them pre-pahieozoic.

Mica.—This mineral is obtained in North Carolina at the

present time, just as it was in the days of the prehistoric mound
builders, from veins of giant granite, or granite in which the con-

stituent minerals have crystallised on a huge .scale. According to

rhillips,t a single block of mica has weighed nearly a ton, and

* Jervis, I Tesori so'terranei ihlV Italia, vol. iv. p. 261.

t "Mica Mining in North Carolina," Emj. Min. Jour., vol. xlv. (iSSS),

p. 2S6.



MODE OF OCCURRENCE OF MINERALS. 59

pieces 6 feet long and 3 feet wide are sometimes met with ; a single

crystal of felspar weighing 800 lb, is preserved in the State

Museum at Raleigh. I'he veins are from 30 to 40 feet wide, and
are enclosed in mica schist, of which they follow the strike and
dip ; but they occupy fissures which took place along planes of

easy fracture, and being of subsequent origin to the surrounding
rocks, are veins and not beds.

Natural Gas.*—Though the Chinese were before the Ameri-
cans in their use of natural gas, it is to the United States that we
must look for examples of gas springs, which have been so largely

turned to account during the last ten years, more especially in

Pennsylvania, but also in Ohio and New York.

According to the late Mr. Ashburner,t the gas in these States

comes from beds of Palfeozoic sandstone and limestone. He
considers, with many others, that both gas and petroleum
have been formed by the decomposition of animal and vegetable

remains in the rocks, and that in order to have a productive gas

region, it is necessary that there should be a porous or cavernous
rock to contain the gas, and an impermeable covering, such as

shale, to prevent its escape, conditions resembling those required

for artesian wells. A further condition is that the strata should

be bent into a dome, anticlinal or arch, at the ciown of which
the gas will be found ; but if the rocks have been much disturbed,

contorted, and fissured, natural vents have been formed, through
which the gas will have escaped. The rocks now containing the
gas are often those in which it was generated.

There are several gas-producing beds of sandstone in Pennsyl-
vania, in the Carboniferous rocks ; but the most important supplies

are obtained from sands of the Yenango-Butler oil-group, belong-

ing to the Catskill Rocks of the Devonian period. There are

other gas-sands in the Chemung and Portage rocks, also of the

Devonian Period, but lower down. Some of them produce both
gas and oil.

The most productive gas-bearing rocks in Ohio are the Berea
grit in the Sub-carboniferous period, and the Trenton Limestone
in the Lower Silurian period.

The section (Fig. 48)4 shows the Silurian and Devonian strata

bent into an arch or dome at Findlay, Ohio, where gas and petro-

leum are obtained by boring into the Trenton Limestone, the

reservoir in which they are confined by the Utica Shale.

The gas varies in composition, not only from well to well, but
also from time to time in the same well. Some analyses given by
Prof. Lesley show that the gas of a certain Avell contained upon

* Topley, " The Sources of Petroleum and Natural Gas," Jour. Soc. Arts,

vol. xxxix. (1891), p. 421.

t " The Geologic Distribution of Natural Gas in the United States,"

Tranx. Amcr. Inst. M.E., vol. xv. (1886-87), p. 505.

X Topley, Or>. cit. p. 413.
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Fig. 48.

Section through Findlw, Ohio. (Orton.)

X-X SeaLeuel

Devonian

Silurian

(7. Ohio shale.
"( 6. Upper Helderberg limestone.

5. Lower Helderberg limestone.

[
Niagara limestone.

4. ]
Niagara shale.

( Clinton limestone.

( Hudson River shale.
^'

I Medina shale.

2. Utica shale.

Vi. Trenton limestone.

different occasions from 50 to 75 per cent, of marsh gas, 9 to 35
per cent, of hydrogen, 4 to 12 per cent, of ethyhc hydride with

small quantities of oletiant gas, oxygen, carbonic oxide and
carbonic acid, and in one instance as much as 23 per cent, of

nitrogen, though usually this gas was absent. The pressure of

tlie escaping gas is often very
Fig. 49. great, and in one case reached

450 lb. per square inch.

Nickel. — Until recently

our supplies of this metal

were obtained fi'om sulphides

or sulpharsenides, and espe-

cially from nickel-bearing

pyrrhotine, Tiie discovery

by Garnier of hydrated sili-

cate of nickel and magnesium
in New Caledonia revealed

the existence of an unsuspected source of wealth. The nickel is

found in serpentine,* either at the contact of this rock with
" pockets " of red clay, or near such a contact, but never in the

clay itself.

* Levat, "Meraoire snr les progres de la metallurgis) du Nickel," Ann.

Mines, 9e serie, vol. i. (1S92) p. 141.

I Oolitic broivii iron ore.

Serpentine.

Jied Clay.
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Figs. 49, 50, and 51 are examples of various types of such

deposits. In all three eases A is the pocket of red clay, and S is

the serpentine. In Fig. 49
the nickel ore lies between Fig. 50.

the rock and the clay. In
Fig. 50 there are a number
of interlacing veins in the

serpentine forming a net-

work deposit which is quar-

ried, whilst in the case re-

presented by the Fig. 51,

the original fissures were
bigger, bvit less numerous,
and are now filled up with

nickel ores forming veins

20 to 26 feet in width. The ferruginous red clay often contains

the hydrated oxides of manganese and cobalt, besides chromic ii-on

(Fig. 19). Largelumpsof
limonite are frequently Fig. 51.

found lying upon the
clay. Fig. 49. The ore

which is exported has
from 7 to 18 per cent, of

nickel.

Of still later date are
the discoveries of nickel

" / ^
ore at Sudbury* on the
Canadian Pacific Railway, about 40 miles north of Georgian Bay.

Here the ore is a nickel-bearing pyrrhotine associated with

Fig. 52.

a, Huronian strata ; h, diorite ; c, ore-body ; s, shaft ; x x, boreholes.

chalcopyrite. These two minerals form large ore bodies (Figs.

52 and 53) in or near a belt of diorite in a district occupied

* Collins, " On the Sudbury Copper Deposits," Q. J. G. S., vol. xliv.

(1888), p. 834, from which paper the two figures are borrowed. Snelus
and Colquhoun in the special volume of Proceedings, The Iron and Uteel

Institute in America in 1890, pp. 213, 359.
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by rocks belonging to the Huronian and Laurentian systems.

The shape of the ore bodies is very irregular, but their size is

great; some are hundreds of feet long, by a hundred or more
feet in breadth. The two minerals are worked and treated

<-^.ii

a, Huronian rocks ; &, diorite ; c, ore-mass ; s, shaft on diagonal vein.

together, for picking by hand has been found to be impracticable

on a commercial scale, and separation by the ordinary washing
process is impossible, owing to the small difference between their

specific gravities.

Ore of good average quality contains 4 per cent, of nickel.

Nitrate of Soda.—The existence of beds of nitrate of soda,

cubic nitre, in the rainless regions on the West Coast of South
America had been noticed in

Fig. 54. books on mineralogy for many
„ . ,^r<~^ „=^ ^^ 3"ears ; but it was not till this

mineral was found to be a valu-

able fertiliser that steps were
taken to woi-k it on a large

scale.

The raw nitrate of soda
-^Sf^^i^ ' {caliche) is found in beds from
7-^"" ~~

6 inches to 12 feet thick, be-

r1$.?' ' ;; >^';;^r^"S^•^ neath a covering of hard con-
^^0^0^: '>

.
/•;•

'••'•'•^ glomerate (costra) from i to 10

feet thick, as shown in Fig.

54.* It is supposed that it

has been formed by the action

of animal and vegetable

matter upon salt left by the evaporation of sea-water, and this

theory is supported by the fact that guano and the remains of

* Harvey, " Machinery for the Manufacture of Nitrate of Soda at the
Ramirez Factory, Northern Chili," Proc. Inst. C.E., vol. Ixxxii. (Sessioa

1884-85), p. 337.

i _^:

a, soft earth ; b, " caliche "
; c, con-

glomerate ; d, sand ; e, charge of gun-
powder

; /, tamping
; g, safety-fuse.
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birds and fish are found close to the caliche, and also by the

presence of iodine, an element pertaining to the sea, in the form
of iodides and iodates.

Another theory, that of Dr. Carl Ochsenius,* is that salt lakes

were formed by the elevation of a barrier which shut out the sea,

that these gradually evaporated, that carbonic acid due to

volcanic agencies converted some of the chloride of sodium into

carbonate, and that finally guano dust, wafted by the prevailing

breeze from guano islands near the coast, brought nitrogenous

matter, which eventually became oxidised and converted the
carbonate into nitrate.

An analysis of caliche given by Mr. Harvey is as follows :

—

Per cent.

Nitrate of scda 51
Common salt 26
Sulphate of soda...... 6
Sulphate of magnesia 3
Insoluble matter 14

This sample was richer than the average ; for the best caliche

contains about 40 to 50 per cent., middle 30 to 40, and poor
caliche 17 to 30 per cent, of nitrate.

Ozokerite.—The most productive ozokerite mines are found at

Fig. 55.

Scale

1200 liCO

Boryslaw, near Drohobycz, in Galicia. The mineral ocrurs in an
oval area some 1,500 yards long and a quarter of a mile wide at

the broadest part, with the long axis, AB, running in a N.W. and

* Eng. Mln. Jcurn., vol. xlvi. (1888), p. 152.
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S.E. direction, or parallel to the trend of the Carpathians* (Fig. 55).

The surrounding rocks are beds of sandstone and shale of Miocene
age, bent into a dome like a dish-cover, whilst the productive

area itself consists of the same strata traversed by a main set of

fractures in the direction AB (Fig. 55), and numerous cross-

fractvu-es. In this mass of shattered, crushed, and faulted rock

the ozokerite has been deposited ; it fills every crack and crevice

into which it could penetrate, sometimes crossing

Fig.

the stratification

100 centimetres.

and sometimes following the planes of bedding for some distance,

and then breaking across in an irregular manner (AB, Fig. 57).

The veins vary in thickness from a mere knife-edge to several feet.

Fig. 56 is a diagrammatic section along the line CD (Fig 55),

and is intended to convey some idea of the jumble of rocks between

E and F, the centre part from G to H being specially cracked,

squeezed, and faulted. The richest mines are those sunk in the

deeply-shaded part of the plan, corresponding to GH of the

section. Petroleum is found in the rocks within the ozokerite

area and also in those surrounding it for a certain distance, but

there is less on the north side than on the south.

* For much of the information concernino: Boryslaw, I am indebted to

explanations given to me on the spot by Mr. A. Platz, manager of the

largest mine.
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Petroleum.—The conditions under which rock-oil is found
in the earth's crust are precisely the same as those described in

speaking of natural gas, viz., a porous bed for storing the

mineral, an impermeable bed for preventing its escape, and
very often an anticlinal arrangement of the strata, though this is

of less importance than in the case of gas.

The three great oil regions of the world at present are

Baku, Burmah, and Pennsylvania. I put Baku first, because

the existence of the eternal fires of the Apsheron Peninsula

on the Caspian Sea has been known for about 2,500 years,

and because some of its wells have surpassed in productiveness

anything met with elsewhere. The principal wells are in the

Fig. 58.

BalakhaniSaboontshi district, some eight miles North of Baku,

and at Bibi-Eibet, a little to the south. The rocks are of Lower
Miocene age,* and consist of sand, calcareous clays, marls, and in

places compact sandstone. The sectionf (Fig. 58, after Abich)

shows the wells on the crown of a low anticlinal. The petroleum

is found in three well-defined beds of sand ; these sands are in a

semi-fluid condition and contain salt water in addition to petroleum

and carburetted hydrogen gas. Sometimes the pressure of the

gas amounts to 300 lbs. per square inch.

At some of the wells it is necessary to pump up the petroleum,

but at others it rises naturally and occasionally with great force

and in immense quantities. In fact, Tagieffs spouter| in 1886

actually threw up, on the eighth day after oil had been struck,

the immense quantity of 11,000 tons or 2| millions of gallons in

twenty-four hours. The flow then diminished and was got under

control by the engineers, and reduced to a quarter of a million

gallons a day. Fig. 59, copied from a photograph,§ represents a

spouting well at Baku.
The principal oil-fields of Burmah || are situated near the

villages of Twingoung and Beme, about a mile and a half east of

Yenangyaung on the Irrawaddy, and 130 miles south of

Mandalay. The rocks belong to the Tertiary period and ai-e

probably of Miocene age, the prevailing strata being clayey sands

* Vasiliefif, "The Oil Wells of Baku." Froc. Inst. C.E., vol. Ixxxiii.

(1885-6), p. 406.

t Topley, Op. cit., p. 429.

J Marvin, The Coming Deluge of Russian Petroleum. LoDdon, 1886, p. 9.

§ Lent to me by Mr. Boverton Redwood.

II
F. Noetling, " Report on the Oil Fields of Twingoung and Beme,

Burma," Records of Geol. Survey of India, vol. xxii. (18S9), p. 75.
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and soft sandstone. The petroleum is found in beds of soft sand-

stone, which, together with partings of blue clay, have been proved

to be 200 feet thick, and are probably very much more. The sand-

stone is soaked with petroleum, which oozes gradually into the wells,

but certain layers are richer in petroleum than others. The
lower strata of the formation are more productive than the upper

ones. The oil-bearing rocks are overlain by thick beds of blue

Fig. 59.
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The year 1859 marks the first discovery of petroleum on a

commercial scale in the United States, though the oil had been
known as long ago as 1627.

The strata wliich yield oil in Pennsylvania and New York
belong to the Devonian and Carboniferous periods. They are

beds of sand and sandstone, sometimes coarse-grained, and are

the same as those producing gas ; in fact a well may often produce
both gas and petroleum, or first gas and then a little oil. In
Ohio the two chief sources of oil are the Trenton Limestone
[Lower Silurian] and the Berea Grit near the base of the

Carboniferous rocks.*

Phosphate of Lime.—The trade in this fertiliser is very
large, and fortunately the sources of supply are numerous.
Deposits of phosphate of lime are found in rocks of all ages, from
the Laurentian to the recent period. I may mention specially

apatite from Canada, and various kinds of phosphate from the

Cretaceous rocks in Europe, from South Carolina, Florida, and
the West Indies.

The Laurentian rocks are the home of the apatite in Canada.
The principal mines are in the county of Ottawa (Q.), and the

mineral occurs mainly in pyroxenite, sometimes as a contem-
poraneous bed and sometimes as a vein of posterior origin.

The beds are from i foot to 3 or 4 feet thick, and the veins from
a few inches to 8 or 10 feet wide.

Though worked to some extent in Bedfordshire, Buckingham-
shire, and Cambridgeshire, the Cretaceous rocks have of late

years yielded far more abundant supplies of phosphate in France
than in England. In the mining district of Arras f deposits of

phosphate of lime are worked in three honzons : (i) At the base
of the Gault, in the form of a bed of nodules, generally about 2

inches thick, and sometimes as much as 6 inches thick
; (2) above

the Gault, in the form of beds of nodules, 6 inches (15 cm.) to

3 feet 3 inches (i m.) thick; (3) in the state of sand, in more or
less regular pockets, in the upper beds of the Chalk. This sandy
phosphate is covered by a bed of clay with flints, above which
comes brick-earth (Fig. 60). The sides of the pockets are formed
by the chalk with Micraster cor-anr/uimim, or " Santonien "

;

whilst the fossils in the pockets belong to the base of the
" S^nonien," or chalk with BeUmnites quadratus. The pockets
are generally contiguous to each other, but vary a good deal
in depth up to 65 feet (20 m.). The phosphatic deposit is a

* Ashburner, Op. cit. Topley, Op. cit. Weeks, "Petroleum," Mineral
Resources of the United States, Calendar Year 1886. Washington, 1887,
p. 458 ; and Calendar Years 18S9 and 1890, p. 287.

t Statistique de VIndustrie Miaerale et des appareils <l vapeur en France
et en AUjerie jmur Vannee 18S6. Paris, 1888, p. 243. Figure 60 is taken
from my own notes, and differs slightly from the one given in the official

volume.
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very fine yellowish and occasionally white sand, which under the

microscope is found to consist of transparent concretionary grains,

Fig. 6o.

Fig. 6i.

A, chalk ; B, phosphatic chalk ; C, sandy phosphate of lime

;

D, clay with flints ; E, brick-earth ; F, soil.

made up of concentric layers ; its average thickness may be taken

at 3 feet 4 inches (i m.) The chalk adjacent to the pockets is

often phosphatic. M. Merle and
other geologists think that the
phosphate is derived from the

lixiviation in situ of the chalk

with belemnites by rain water
containing carbonic acid.

The famous beds of South
Carolina,* besides satisfying to a

great extent the wants of the

United States, are able to supply

large quantities of the fertiliser

to other countries. They were
discovered in 1867, and, owing to

the facility with which they can
be worked and their proximity

to a seaport, the trade has in-

creased very rapidly. The mineral occurs in the form of

nodules, from the size of a pea to that of a man's head, in a

bed from a few inches to 2^ feet thick, the average thickness being

7 to 9 inches (Fig. 61). With the nodules are found bones of fish

and especially teeth of great sharks, together with teeth of the

A, Ashley marl (Eocene) ; B, bed
of phosphatic nodules ; C, ferru-

ginous sand ; D, clayey sand.

* R. A. F. Penrose, " Nature and Origin of Deposits of Thosphafe of

iime," Bulletin of t/ie V.iS. Geol. ISurvcy, No. 46. Wa. hington, 18S8, p. Go.
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liorse and other land animals. The deposit is considered to be of

Post-Pliocene age.

The existence of valuable deposits of phosphate in Florida*

was not known till 1887. There are four different kinds

of the fertiliser— (i) "hard rock" phosphate, (2) "soft"
phosphate, (3) "land pebble" phosphate, (4) "river pebble"
phosphate.

The " hard rock " is a hard, massive, light grey phosphate of

lime, with cavities lined with secondary mammillary incrustations

of the mineral. It has been produced by the alteration of

Eocene and Miocene limestone, and yields about 36 or 37 per

cent, of phosphoric anhydride (PjO^).

The "soft" phosphate includes material resulting from the

disintegration of the hard phosphate, and also highly phosphatic

sands and clays, rarely averaging more than 22 per cent, of phos-

phoric anhydride.

The " land pebble ' phosphate is made up of pebbles of various

sizes, up to that of a walnut. They consist of an earthy material

carrying pisolitic grains of phosphate of lime, or of a substance

resembling the haid rock phosphate. The percentage of phos-

phoric anhydride is about 32.

The "river pebble" phosphate is found in the beds of the
present riv^ers, and also in their ancient channels. The pebbles

are blue, black, and grey in colour, and contain the bones and
teeth of various animals. They yield from 20 to 28 per cent, of

phosphoric anhydride.

The phosphate of lime worked at Aruba and Sombrero, in the
West Indies, was originally a coral limestone ; its conversion

into phosphate has been effected by the percolation of water
containing phosphoric acid derived from the dung of sea-fowl.

This interesting fact is made very plain by finding corals

themselves changed into phosphate of lime. In the island of

Redonda, owing to a difference in the rocks acted on by the
drainage from the excrement, the mineral produced is phosphate
of alumina.

Potassium Salts.—The deposits of various potassium salts at

Stassfurt belong to the Bunter Sandstone formation of the

Magdeburg-Hal berstadt basin, and workings have now shown
that they attain a thickness of very nearly 3000 feet (900
metres).

The beds may be divided according to their chemical com-
position into four regions,t which in descending order are :

—

* Eldridge, "A Preliminary Sketch of the Phosphates of Florida,"
Tram. Amer. Inst. M.E., vol. xxi. (1892), p. 196. Wyatt, The Phosphates

of America. New York, 189 1.

t Fiihrer zum vierlen Bergmanmstar/, iS8g, Halle a. d. Saale, 1889, p.
xxxiv.
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APrROXIMATE THICKNI
Feet. Metres.

4. Carnallitc region.—CarnaWhe is the double

chloririe of potassium and inagnesium

(KCl, MgCl2 + 6HoO) . . .

3. Kieserite reqion.—Rock salt with beds of

kieserite (MgS04+HoO) . . _•

2. Polyhalite region.—B.ock salt with strings of

polyhalite (K0SO4, MgS04, 2CaS04, +2H0O)

I. Rock-salt.—A.n exceedingly thick bed.

82

183

197

As is shown by the section (Fig 62), the edge of the carnallite

region consists of kainite (KgSO^, MgSO^, MgClg+GH^O); this

Fig. 62.

'ludwiQ U ShafF-

a. Older rock gait ; b, polyhalite region ; c, kieserite region

;

d, carnallite ; e, saliferous clay ; /, kainite
; g, sylvinite ; h, gyp-

sum and anhydrite ; i, younger rock salt
; j, gypsum ; k, k, varie-

gated marls with thin beds of limestone and of oolite ; I, diluvium

and alluvium. The depths marked are in metres.

is considered to be of secondary origin, and so also is regarded

the sylvinite, a mixture of potassium and sodium chlorides with

their sulphates, which occurs in workable quantities.

Above the potassium salts is a bed of saliferous clay 26 feet (8 m.)

thick, and then 290 feet (90 m.) of anhydrite, which forms the floor

of the Eunter beds. At several places there is a younger bed

of rock-salt from 130 to 400 feet (40 to 120 m.) thick.

Itock-salt is worked to a small extent, but the potassium salts,
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especially carnallite and kainite, are the main objects of tho

mining.*
Quicksilver.—The principal quicksilver producing mines at

the present time are Almaden, in Spain, Idria, in Carniola, and
New Almaden, in California. There are also several other mines

in California, and workings of some importance in Russia and
Italy. Peru was at one time remarkable for its quicksilver

deposits at Huancavelica, but these are no longer worked. China
possesses some little-known mines in the province of Kwei-Chau.
The relative importance to the world of the principal deposits

is shown by the following table, taken from. Mr. Becker's mono-
gv.iph.t

PKODUCT of the PrjNCIPAL DISTRICTS, IN SPANISH FLASKS OP

75 Spanish pounds, or 34'5o7 kilogrammes.
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Spain.—The famous and productive Almaden mine is situated

on the northern slope of the Sierra Morena, where the rocks

coming up to the surface are of Silurian and Devonian age.

These rocks are beds of sandstone and quartzite interstratified

with slate and a little limestone. The cinnabar occurs impregnat-

ing the sandstone ; the slate is rarely, if ever, quicksilver- bearing.

There are three principal deposits extending for a distance of 200

to 220 yards (180 to 200 m.) along the strike, the dip is almost

vertical. The total useful thickness of the three beds is reckoned

to be 40 feet (12 m.), and the mercurial rock yields on an average

10 per cent, of metal. It seems probable that these sandstone

beds were impregnated by aqueous solutions which came up from

below. They may be called veins or beds according to the defini-

tions one chooses to adopt for a vein. No doubt the cinnabar is

of subsequent origin to the main part of the stratum ; but the

same may be said for the copper in the conglomerate beds of Lake
Superior, and possibly for the gold in the " banket " of South

Africa. The quicksilver solutions deposited their metal in

cavities existing between the particles composing the sand-

stone, and I think in a case of this kind, where more than

90 percent, of the deposit is matter of detrital origin, it is most

convenient to speak of the deposits as beds. However, in two of

the mercurial strata there are little strings and seams, either

parallel to the bedding or crossing the planes of stratification in all

directions. Looked at on a small scale, these strings could be

called veins, but when one has to deal with the workable stratum

as a whole it may be called a bed.

Austria.—At Idria, in Carniola,* cinnabar occurs in theTriassic

Fig. 63.

A, compact sandstone ; B, less compact sandstone impregnated
wii h cinnabar 13 to 16 feet (4 to 5 m.) thick ; C, shale ; D, thinly-

bedded sandstone.

rocks in three ways : (i) impregnating beds of shale, conglomerate

and dolomitic breccia
; (2) filling up of cracks like ordinary fissure

veins
; (3) in irregular veins across the mass, making a stock-

work. Lipoid supposes that it was introduced by watery solu-

tions in late Tertiary times.

* Das k. k. Q%ccl;silhiru-crh zu Jihia in Kruin. Vienna, iSSl.



MODE or OCCURRENCE OF MINERALS. 73

Russia.—An interesting and important deposit is being worked

at Ekaterinoslav in Southern Russia, a section of which is given

in Fig. 63. The cinnabar is disseminated through a sandstone,

which lies between another bed of sandstone of a more compact

nature and a bed of shale. Once more we have a case in which

the mercurial solutions made their way upwards along the easiest

channels they could find.

California.—The quicksilver deposits of California* are found

in various parts of the State, from the extreme north to Los

Angeles. The most important mine is New Almaden, situated

about fifty miles to the S.E. of San Francisco.

In California, as in Austria, the deposits of cinnabar are of

several types, even at one and the same mine. Thus, at New
Almaden the commonest kind of

ore-body is a network of veins and
veinlets through the rock, in fact a

stockwork. If the disturbance pro-

duced a clean fissure instead of a
multitude of irregular cracks, then
the single rent was filled up and
produced what some would call a
typical vein. Lastly, if the mercu-
rial solutions traversed beds of sand-

stone, they deposited some of their

contents in the interstitial spaces

between the grains, and so formed
an ore-bearing stratum. All three

kinds of ore-bodies were formed by
the same process of deposition, the
difference, if I may use the simile,

depending upon the lodgings that
happened to be vacant, and not upon
the lodger who came to take up his

abode there, nor upon the vehicle

that brought him to his new home.
The ore- bodies at New Almaden

occur close to faults filled with clay and fragments of rock, more
or less rounded by the attrition produced by movements of the
"country." The name given to these faults by the miner is
*' altas," a Spanish term referring to their usual position on the
hanging side of the deposit. It seems as if the impermeable
clay had arrested and directed the course of the ore-bearing solu-
tion as it ascended ; this is highly probable, and it is an explana-
tion which has been oifered in many cases when the ores of other
metals have been found to *' make up against a slide."

The surrounding rocks at New Almaden are metamorphosed

* Becker, oj;. cit. p. 317.



74 ORE AND STONE-MINING.

sediments of Neocomian age, pseudodiorite, pseudodiabase,

phthanites, sandstone, shale, and serpentine. The minerals

accompanying the cinnabar are iron pyrites, marcasite, quartz,

ealcite, dolomite, magnesite, and rarely chalcopyrite.

The deposit worked at Great Western mine, 70 miles north of

San Francisco, is a tabular reticulated mass of rock (Fig. 64),*

impregnated with cinnabar and a little native quicksilver. It

lies between serpentine and a very slightly altered Neocomian
sandstone. The serpentine is accompanied by a belt of black

opaline rock, called the " quicksilver rock " by the miners. The

Fig. 65.

Scale of Feet.

longitudinal section (Fig. 65) explains that the ore-bodies are

separated by spaces of barren ground, just as they are in an
ordinary lode.

The Sulphur Bank mine is of intei-est because the solfataric

action, which no doubt caused the deposition of the cinnabar, is

still going on. At first the surface was worked for sulphur,

which had been formed by deposition from sulphuretted hydrogen

escaping through basalt, just as it does in so many places in the

other volcanic areas. A few yards below the surface, the sulphur

proved to be cinnabar- bearing, and lower down cinnabar was
found in large quantities.

Cinnabar has since been worked from the strata underlying

the basalt. There are beds of shale and saiidstone of Neocomian
age, in which the quicksilver ore is found as impregnations and
irregular seams. The ore is accompanied by quartz, opal, iron

pyrites, ealcite, bitumen, and marcasite. This last mineral con-

tains .small quantities of gold and copper. Hob springs are commoa

* Eijcker, op. cit. p. 36
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in the mine, and many of them give off gases, viz., carbon dioxide,

sulphuretted hydrogen, marsh gas, nitrogen and ammonia.

Nevada.—From a scientific point of view, one of the most in-

teresting mineral deposits in the United States is that of Steam-

boat Springs in Nevada, only six miles from the Comstock lode.

A number of hot springs exist along a series of fissures about a

mile in length ; siliceous sinter is being deposited by them, and
there are also mounds of sinter formed by springs that are no
longer flowing, or whose only sign of activit)' consists in emana-

tions of steam, sulphuretted hydrogen, carbonic anhydride, and
sulphurous anhydride. These solfataric gases also escape with

the water at some of the living springs.

The sinter is found on analysis to contain many of the heavy
metals, viz., antimony, arsenic, cobalt, copper, gold, iron, lead,

manganese, mercury, silver, and zinc, some of them certainly

existing in the form of sulphides.

A sample of the water taken from a spring with a temperature

varying from 167 to 184° Fahr. (75 to 84.5° C.) was analysed; it

showed weighable quantities of arsenic and antimony, and a trace

of mercury ; as it cooled it could be seen to deposit the sulphides

of antimony and arsenic together with silica.

In one part of the district, instead of sinter, a deposit like that

at Sulphur Bank, consisting of sulphur and cinnabar, has been

formed ; and it has been worked for the commercial extraction of

mercury.

Salt.—Sea water, salt lakes, brine springs and wells, sali-

ferous marls and rock-salt are the sources of this very important
mineral.

The extraction of salt from sea-water is carried on in Southern
Europe and other countries, where the heat of the sun is sufficient

to evaporate the water which has been led into shallow ponds ; and
the industry is fostered in many cases by the traffic in salt being

a Government monopoly.
In South Africa and elsewhere salt is obtained from "pans" or

shallow inland lakes, which become partially dried up in the hot
season.

Natural springs yielding brine are not uncommon, and brine
wells are dug or bored so as to reach a salt-bearing stratum.

At Northwich,* in Cheshire, there are two main beds of rock-

salt, each from 84 to 90 feet thick, separated by a bed of hard
marl 30 to 33 feet thick. All these beds belong to the Keuper
division of the Triassic rocks. The amount of rock-salt mined in

England is small, only about one-tenth of that obtained from
brine, which is pumped from flooded mines, and from wells or
boreholes penetrating saliferous strata.

* Dickinson, "Report on the Salt 'Dii.incis," Rcporis of the InsiKctors of
Mines for the Year 1881, p. 55.



76 OHE AND STONE-MINING.

Silver.—All galena carries some silver, and in very many caser?

there is enough to make the extraction profitable. Copper ores

also are frequently argentiferous : the silver in the Mansfeld
cupriferous shale has ah-eady been mentioned, and the ores

of the Butte district, Montana, are often rich in the precious

metal ; it is needless, however, to dwell upon this and similar

sources of silver, though they are of great commercial importance.
Among well-known silver mines may be mentioned those of the
great Comstock Lode in Nevada, the Eureka and Richmond
njines in the same State, Huanchaca in Bolivia, and Broken Hill

in New South Wales.
Comstock Lode.—Tliis remarkable lode strikes about north and

south and dips about 43° to the east. The vein, which is usually

from 20 to 60 feet thick and as much as several hundred feet thick

in some places, consists in the main of crushed and decomposed
portions of the " country " together with clay and quartz. The sur-

i-ounding rocks are syenite and propylite, according to King,* or

diorite and diabase, according to Becker.f The latter says that the
so-cjilled propylite is only a decomposed form of other rocks. The
silver is found native and in the form of silver glance, polybasite,

stephanite, and occasionally pyrargyrite ; other minerals in the

vein are quartz, iron pyrites, copper pyrites, besides oxides of iron

and manganese, sulphates of calcium and magnesium and car-

bonates of magnesium, calcium, lead and copper. The ore-bodies

are soft and irregular.

The heat of the Comstock lode is noteworthy. In the 2700
feet level of the Yellow Jacket mine, Mr, Becker found the temper-
ature of the water to be 153° Fahr. and that of the air 126° Fahr.,

whilst the water of the Yellow Jacket shaft at a depth of 3065
feet had a temperature of 170° Fahr.

Eureka-Ricliinond.—The nature of the curious lode worked at

the Eureka-Richmond % mines will be best understood by reference

to Fig. 66 ; much of it is a mass of crushed limestone of Cambrian
age lying between two faults, a main one dipping N.E. at an
angle of 70°, and a secondary one which is much flatter.

The main fault is a fissure filled with clay or with decomposed
rhyolite and clay, varying from a few inches to 15 feet in width.

It shifts the rocks many hundreds of feet, and at Eureka the
throw exceeds 1400 feet. The valuable parts of the lode are ore-

bodies of every possible shape and size, some measuring upwards
of 100 feet in all directions. Above the water level, or horizon

of decomposition by atmospheric agencies, the minerals constitut-

* King and Hague, " Mining Industry," U. S. Geol, Exploration of the

Fortieth Parallel. Washington, 1870.

t " Geology of the Comstock Lode and Washoe District," Monograph
111. of U. S. Geol. Survey. Washington. 1882.

+ Curtis, "The Silver-lead D'-posits of Eureka, Nevada," Monograph
Vlll. of U. S. Geol. Survey. Washington, 1SS4.
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ing the ore-bodies, are galena, cerussite, mimetite, wulfenite,

with very little quartz and calcite, the remainder of the veinstuff

being mainly hydrated oxide of iron carrying silver and gold,

with some carbonate and silicate of zinc. IBelow the water level

the minerals are pyrites, arsenical pyrites, galena, blende and a

few other sulphides, besides silver and gold. One of the char-

FiG. 66.

£00 M.

H. Ore.

G. Hamburg Limestone.
F. Secret Canon Shale.

E. Stratified Limestone.

'

D. Limestone,
C. Shale.

B, Crushed Limestone.
A. Prospect Mountain Quartzite

Prospect Mountain Limestone.

acteristics of the ore is the presence in it of gold in paying
quantities. It is considered by Mr. Curtis that an eruption of

rhyolite caused the upheaval which made the main fault in Ruby
Hill ; this eruption occurred in the Tertiary period. It is sup-

posed that solfataric action decomposed some massive rock and so

formed metalliferous solutions, which ascended and, penetrating
into the limestone, deposited the oie. Some of the ore is pro-

bably pseudomorphous after limestone. The average contents of

all the Richmond ore worked in 1879 were :

Lead
Silver

Gold
Iron

33 per cent.

274 oz. per ton (2000 lb.)

I 59 oz. „ „
24 per cent, corresponding to 34

per cent, of Fe.^0,.
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Iluanchaca.—The mines of Hnanchaca are situated near tlie

town of that name in the department of Potosi in Bolivia, at a

great altitude, for the entrance of the San Leon adit is 13,500 feet

above the level of the sea. The silver lodes occur in a soft de-

composed trachyte; the actual silver-bearing mineral is fahlerz,

containing about 10 per cent, of the precious metal. Fortunately

for the shareholders the percentage of silver increases with the

depth of the mine. The accompanying minerals are galena,

blende, iron pyrites, copper pyrites, with heavy spar and quartz,

and rarely a little stibuite and pyrargyrite. The main lode runs

about east and west, and is from 3 to 10 feet in width (r to

3 metres) ; it has three particularly rich shoots which incline

from west to east. The total output of silver in 1887 was

4,214,510 oz. (131,086 kil.).

At the famous Potosi mines also, the silver occurs in a fahlerz.

Broken Hill.—The mines at Broken Hill are remarkable for their

enormous output of silver and lead during the last few years.

They are situated in the Silverton or Barrier Ranges district of

New South Wales, near the western boundary of the colony. The
deposit is generally spoken of as a vein or lode, but there seems

some doubt whether this appellation is correct ; further develop-

ments of the workings may prove that it is a bed. The vein, if it

may be so called, runs, roughly speaking, N.E. and S.W. ; the dip

varies, being sometimes to the S.E. and sometimes to N.W., and

is always steep. At and near the surface, the vein * consisted of

dark-brown haematite, often blackened by psilomelane, together

with ferruginous carbonate of lead, kaolin, and the chloride, chloro-

bromide and iodide of silver ; besides these there were pyromorphite,

atacamite, cuprite, malachite, and chrysocolla, with quartz,

quartzite, and garnet rock. Below this upper weathered zone,

containing minerals usually met with in gozzans, come the

sulphides, especially galena and zinc blende, together with pyrites,

chalcopyrite, and mispickel. Some of the galena is so intimately

mixed with the blende as to render its separation by any ordinary

dressing process very difficult, if not commercially impossible.

Ores of this class f contain 15 to 40 per cent, of lead, 15 to 30
per cent, of zinc, and 8 to 24 ounces of silver to the ton, and at

present the owners of the mines have not settled what method of

treatment will prove the most efficacious and economical. The
width of the lode is from 15 to 316 feet. The enclosing rocks are

gneiss and garnetiferous mica and talcose schists, and the vein lies

* John Provis, "Report on the Broken Hill Proprietary Co.'s Mines,"

contained in the Company's Reports and Statements of Accounts for the Half
Year ended iXov. ^ot/i, 1SS6. Melbourne, Victoria. Jamieson and
Howell, "Mining and Ore-treatment at Broken Hill, N.S.W.," Proc. Inst.

V.E., vol. cxiv. (1892-93), Part IV.

t Schnabel, " Vorschliige ziir Verarbeitung australischer silberhaltiger

Blende-Bleiglanzcrze," B. u. k. Z., 1S82, p. 429.
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parallel to the planes of foliation. In the seven years endinj?

31st May, 1892,* the principal mine, owned by the Broken Hill

Proprietary Company, produced 984,349 tons of ore, which yielded

36,512,445 ounces of silver and 151,945 tons of lead, worth
altogether ;^8,252,i38, of which ^3,896,000 has been paid in

dividends and bonus.

SUver-beariiig Sandstone. — Silver is found in workable
quantities in certain beds of sandstone, interstratified with shale,

considered to be of Triassic age, at Stormont in Southern Utah.f
All the strata contain at least some traces of silver, but
three or four special horizons were rich enough to be worked

;

even here the precious metal was distributed irregularly, and
mining was confined to rich "shoots" or chimneys, which some-
times followed one particular stratum of the general ore-bearing

bed, and sometimes cut across it. It is supposed that silver-

bearing solutions came up through the rock, and flowed along

the portions which they found most porous. The precipitation

of the silver was, perhaps, caused by the presence of organic

mattew The metal exists in the form of sulphide and chloride,

though there is a little native silver. These minerals are dissemi-

nated through the sandstone, and occur especially along the
planes of bedding and of fi-acture. The ore-beds were mined for

a thickness of six, eight, or even ten feet, though the whole of

the rock was not always worth milling. Much of the ore milled

about 1879 contained from 20 to 30 oz. of silver per ton, and
yielded by amalgamation 15 to 24 oz.|

Garfield Mine,§ near Calico, Califoi'nia, owes its existence to a
network deposit or stockwork. The surrounding rock is liparite

or rhyolite, which is traversed near by a number of irregular

fissures. The cracks contain kerargyrite and embolite, with chry-
socoUa and heavy spar, and the stockwork may be described as a
breccia of liparite cemented by the argentiferous and other
minerals.

Slate.—Wales is so renowned for its slate that the example of

a deposit of this mineral may fairly be taken from the Principality.

About two-thirds of the Welsh slate are got from beds of Cambrian
age in Carnarvonshire, and one-third from beds in the Lower
Silurian (Ordovician) rocks in Merionethshire. The quarries in

the former county are mostly open, whilst in the latter the local

conditions have led to the adoption of true mining, especially at
Festiniog, which can boast of the most extensive underground

* Company's Haff- Yearly liej^ort, dated July 27, 1892, p. 86.

t R. P. Rot.hwell, "Report on the Stormont ISilver Mining Company's
Property, Silver Reef." Utah, 1879.

t Jackson, " Silver in Sedimentary Rocks," Rnmrt of the Directors of the

U.S. Mint. Washington, i88r, p. 384.
§ W. Lindgren, "The Silver Mine.s of Calico, California," Trans. Amer.

Inst. M.E., vol. .w, (ih86 87) p. 725.
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workings for slate in the world. The northern part of the parish

of Festiniog is occupied by the outcrop of a thick series of slaty

rocks (K, Fig. 67*), resting upon coarse volcanic agglomerate, H,
and interstratified with thinner beds of volcanic ash, and inter-

sected from time to time by intrusive dykes of diabase, locally

called whinstone. The beds have a general northerly or north-
westerly dip of 20° to 35°, whilst the cleavage planes throughout
the district dip at a greater angle than the bedding by about 15°,

and very nearly in the same direction.

Owing to peculiarities of texture, due apparently to the fineness

of the sediment deposited upon the old sea-bottom, certain beds
Or sets of beds furnish a slate which can be split into very smooth
sheets, as thin as -^^ inch and even less. Any set of beds worked
as a whole is known locally as a " vein," but it does not necessarily

fui'nish saleable roofing material for its entire thickness. Some-

FiG. 67.

Dolwen. Foel. Foel Eydd.

A, granite ; B, Tremadoc rocks ; C, Garth Grit ; D, Lower Slate
;

E, Arenig rocks above the grit ; F, Lower Agglomerate; F', Middle
Agglomerate ; G', Middle Slate; G, Upper Slate ; H, Upper Agglomer-
ate ; K, Llandeilo slates.

times unpiofitable rock is taken away above the good slate in

order to reach a firm layer, such as a bed of volcanic ash, or a
" whinstone " dyke, which can be trusted to stand as the roof of

the underground chambers, and at others the fine-grained slate

has beds of coarser sediment interstratified with it, which cause

irregularities in the planes of cleavage, and so give rise to inferior

proilucts.

The " Old Yein," famous for the quality of its slates, is 120 feet

(36.5 m.) thick at the Oakeley quarries, where other " veins " of

less importance are also being worked (Fig. 68). At some of the

other quarries of the district, beds of slate in the underlying

rocks of the Arenig series are found to be profitable, such as G'

in Fig. 67, and i in Fig. 68.

The property possessed by the slate of rending along planes,

cutting across botli dip and cleavage, must not be forgotten, for

upon it depend both the getting of the rock and the direction

given to the supporting pillars. At the Oakeley quarries the "line

* Jenningrs and Williams, " Manod and the Moelwyns," Q. J. Geol. Sac.

vol. xlvii. (1891), p. 368.
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of pillaring," that is to say, the direction along which the cross

-

rending or rifting takes place most readily, runs about N. 7" W.,
whereas the dip is N. 40° W, The planes along which the slate

rends or " pillars " best are at right angles to the cleavage planes,

not quite vertical, but dipping at a high angle to the east; the
consequence is that the eastern side of an underground chamber
at these quarries overhangs slightly.

The value of a slate bed, or " vein," depends greatly upon the
number and nature of the natural joints by which it is intersected.

If they are very numerous, the workings will yield blocks too
small for making the larger and higher priced sizes of slates ; if

they are rare, more expense will be incurred in severing the
material from its bed. Disturbances of the strata resulting in

Fig. 68.

Section op the Oakelky Quaekies, 1'estiuioq.*

Jig" O Ay

Ag^, Ag2, Ag, volcanic agglomerates ; i, slate vein worked at

Wrysgan and New Quarry, Diphwys ; 2, new or south vein ; 3,

old vein
; 4, 2A vein

; 5, back vein ; 6, north vein ; WD, " whin-
stone " dykes (diabase) ; P, porphyrite ; As, volcanic ash.

fissures filled either mechanically with clay and broken slate, or

chemically by the deposition of quartz, may render the " vfiin
"

utterly worthless in places ; but, as in the case of other bedded
deposits, changes in productiveness are far less frequent than
with lodes.

Sulphur.—The industrial sources of sulphur are : (i) deposits

of native sulphur, and (2) iron pyrites.

Native sulphur occurs as a product of volcanic emanations, and
in sedimentary deposits.

The amount of sulphur obtained from deposits of volcanic

origin is small ; but this mode of occurrence is of geological

interest, because we can observe the processes of accumulation in

actual operation, whereas usually the secrets of Nature's laboratory

are hidden from us.

* Made by Mr. G. J. Williams, F.G.S.
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Deposits of this kind are generally found at or near spent vol-

canic craters, the emanation of sulphurous gases being one of their

last signs of activity. Sulphur has been worked on a small scale

at the famous Solfatara of

Pozzuoli, near Naples, at

Vulcano, one of the Lipari

Islands, and in volcanic re-

gions in various parts of the

world.

In Iceland a little column
of vapour may be seen issu-

ing from the ground, and the

low mound around it con-

sists of a crust of sulphur

covered by a thin coating of

blown sand. The gases eom-

ingr out of the earth contain

sulphuretted hydrogen in

addition to steam, and
when they reach the surface some of the former is oxidised,

and sulphur is deposited as shown in Fig. 69 ; a is the under-

lying rock, a decomposed lava, h clay, c the native sulphur,

and d sand blown over the little mound, and retained by the

moisture due to condensation of the steam. I have already alluded

to Sulphur Bank and Steamboat Springs, in speaking of quick-

silver.

Seams or beds of sulphur occur in Sicily, Calabi-ia, the Romagna,
and other parts of Italy, and also in Croatia, Spain, and France.

By far the most important beds are those of Sicily.

The accompanying section, borrowed from Baldacci * (Fig. 70),

shows a section of the countiy near Caltagirone. The letter a

denotes beds of clay (Tortonian), h is tripoU (Sarmatian), c is the bed
of sulphur-bearing limestone, (Z white marl or marly limestone with

foraminifera, called " trubi " in Sicily ; e, blue clay
; /, calcareous

tufa. The beds a, 6, c are considered to belong to the Upper
Miocene, whilst d is placed in the Lower Pliocene, and e and /in
the Upper Pliocene.

The beds of tfipoli are made up chiefly of the siliceous remains

of radiolaria, diatomacepe, and sponges, together with marl.

* Zfescrizione geologica delV Isola ill Sicilla. Rome, 1SS6, p. 296.
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The sulphur-bearing bed varias from a hard white limestone
to a grey marly limestone, and from this to a marl ; the sulphur
itself is always in the native state, forming little globules, laminae,

or irregular lenses, varying in thickness and extent. It is often

crystallised, and associated with it are celestine, gypsum, calcite,

and arragonite ; in the clayey beds there is also bitumen, which
is objectionable, as it gives a dark colour to the product obtained

by liquation.

The thickness of the sulphur seams varies within very wide
limits. Beds 20 feet thick are common, and at Lercara the
stratum reaches the enormous thickness of 164 feet (50 m.).

Frequently there are two or three beds ; at the great Somatino
mine, for instance, the deposit is 100 to 115 feet (30 to 35 m.)
thick, divided into six separate seams, from 6 to 25 feet (2 to 8 m.)
each, by partings of barren rock.

As a rule, a bed less than 5 feet (1.50 m.) in thickness is not
worth working, unless it is exceptionally rich or conveniently
situated for working.

The yield of the sulphur rock may be taken on an average at

about 22 per cent., though occasional rich seams give as much as

45 per cent.

Parodi* subdivides the seams according to quality, thus :

Amount of Sulphur.
By Analysis, Actual Yield by the Kilns.
Per eeut. Per cent.

Very rich .... 30 to 40 20 to 25
Rich 25 „ 30 15 ,, 20
Poor 15 „ 25 ID „ 15

The Sicilian deposits are considered to have been formed by
chemical precipitation from aqueous solutions in lakes.f

The deposits on the Italian mainland also belong to the Miocene
period, and the sulphur beds are known to extend for a long
distance on the east of the Apennines. Often there is but one
seam 6 to 10 feet (2 to 3 m.) thick ; the rock is poorer than in

Sicily, for it contains only 18 to 20 per cent., and the yield by
the kiln (calcarone) does not exceed 1 2 per cent, on an average.

After the description of the deposits of cupreous pyritts at

Rio Tinto, it is quite unnecessary to say anything further about
such sources of sulphur. Iron pyrites containing no copper is

sometimes worked, and Cae Coch Mine, in Carnarvonshire,
affords an example of a deposit of this kind.

Tin.—Tin ore is obtained from veins, beds, and a variety of

irregular deposits.

It is natural for an Englishman to take his illustrations of

* SuW estrazione dello Solfo in Sicilia. Florence, 1873, P' ^o*

t "No'izie sulle condizioni dell' industria solfifera e di quelle ad essa
affini," Riuistu del servizio minerario nel iSSS. Florence, 1890, p. clxv.
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veins from Cornwall. Figs. 71 and 72 represent two veins in the

parish of St. Agnes.*

Fio. 71,

^ SCALE
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been exhausted, though as lately as 1873 tin ore was raised

from a bed under Restronguet Creek, a branch of Falmouth
Harbour (Fig. 364). In the Malay Peninsula alluvial deposits or
" stream works " are yielding large quantities of ore ; and New
South Wales is remarkable not only for its recent stanniferous

alluvia, but also for much older deposits, which, like the ancient

gold gravels, have been preserved under a covering of basalt. The
accompanying map (Fig. 73) shows part of Vegetable Creek, New
South Wales ; the stippling by the side of the creek represents

the tin-bearing alluvium, which has been worked by open pits.

The rest of the cout try is granite, except the shaded part at AB

Fig. 73.

which denotes basalt ; this flowed down an old valley and filled it

up entirely, as shown by the section (Fig. 74). The hard cover of

lava has preserved the stanniferous alluvium and the white clay

from denudation. Old alluvia of this description are known as
" deep leads."

Zinc.—Zinc ore is found in veins, beds, and irregular masses.

Liiderich mine, situated near Bensberg, on the right bank of

the Rhine, not very far from Cologne, derives large quantities of

blende from a huge vein in the Devonian rocks. The actual

horizon is that of the " Lenneschiefer," which is classed as Middle
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1:^ jm^*

^-^:$<.

Devonian. The rocks are slate, interstratified

with sandstone and slaty sandstone. The lodes

of the district, as a rule, run E. and W., or a
little north of west ; the Luderich mine, however,
is an exception, for the lode strikes, roughly-

speaking, north and south. It may be best de-

scribed as a zone or belt of broken and disturbed

rock, 40 to 50 metres wide, containing ore in

irregular veins and masses. The ore-bodies are

usually lenticular in shape, dying out gradually

in every direction; they sometimes consist of

solid blende for a width of several yards. The
minerals found in the lode are : blende, galena,

copper pyrites, iron pyintes, fahlerz, quartz and,

rarely, chalybite. The fahlerz is silver-bearing,

and the blende always contains cadmium,
and occasionally gallium. The tottvl production

of the mine in 1890 was 8304 tons of blende
ready for the smelter, and 423 tons of lead ore.

It is therefore of more importance as a zinc

mine tlian any in this country.

The largest zinc mine in the British Isles ai

the present time is Minera, near Wrexham. It

may be safely inferred from its name that it

was worked during the Roman occupation of the
country ; but the object of the mining in those

days, and, indeed, until quite a recent date, was
lead and not zinc ore.

The surrounding rocks are Carboniferous

Limestone and Millstone grit, and as the lode

is a well-maiked fault, the Coal Measures are

met with on the downthrow side. There are

two principal veins running parallel to one
another in a general N.W. and S.E. direction,

and dipping steeply to the N.E. ; and where pro-

ductive they are nearly perpendicular. They
vary in size from a mere cleft in the rock to a
width of 18 feet; a fair average size is 6 feet.

Besides these two main veins there are numerous
branches and ramitications. The valuable mine-
rals are zinc blende and galena, and, as would
be expected, the matrix consists mainly of calc-

spar. In the upper paits of the mine to a depth
of 220 yaids, galena was met with in large quan-
tities, and the mine made considerable profits upon
its sales of lead ore ; but during the last twelve

years blende has greatly predominated. At the

present time it may be reckoned that the " stuff "
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brought up from the mine yields 7^ percent, of blende and i^ per

cent, of galena. The total production of the mine in 1891 was

5433 tons of zinc ore and 906 tons of lead ore ready for the

market.^

At *Ammeberg, near the northern extremity of the Wetter
Lake, in Sweden, zinc blende occurs in beds. The surround-

ing rock is a schist consisting of felspar and quartz, with a little

mica, which may be regarded as a variety of gneiss. The blende

is accompanied by iron pyi-ites, pyrrhotine, hornblende, chlorite,

garnet, tourmaline and other minerals, and in places it may be

plainly seen to replace the mica of the gneiss. The Ammeberg
beds are woiked on a large scale by the Vieille Montague
Company.

Diepenlinchen mine, near Stolberg, in Prussia, is interesting

not only on account of being a large producer of zinc ore, but also

because some of it is derived from a great stockwork, a form of

deposit less common with zinc than tin. The stockwork consists

of an oval mass of limestone, about 120 metres long from east to

west, and 50 metres across from north to south. In this region

the limestone is full of cracks, which have been filled up with

zinc blende, and this mineral is also seen lining small irregu-

lar cavities in the rock
;
judging by its structure it has been

deposited layer after layer, and probably from an aqueous solution.

The rock is so intermingled with blende that the whole of it

has to be worked away, and the separation of the valuable con-

stituent from the waste is effected by dressing.

Fig. 15 is a section across one of the irregular masses of

calamine at Altenberg, in the neutral territory of Moresnet, be-

tween Belgium and Prussia.

FAULTS.—All kinds of deposits are subject not only to

irregularities dependent upon their mode of formation, such as a

gradual thinning out or thickening,

but to others which have taken place Fio. 75.

subsequently. Sometimes a bed,

such as AB, has had a portion de- \^\ \
^

'

^^ ,
', < ^

nuded by a current during the . \ *.'..': ..;.:;!' .
"^

general period of deposition. Such J^^^"*;':'-
:'• y- "/ •

"•-• •-•

an occurrence is called a " wash A -— "'^yj.':-''i^^S z: J3
out " fault, or " dumb fault " -- - ' - '-:^"^^- - - ^.- '^s^^
(Fi^- 75)-

In addition to irregularities of this kind, deposits suffer from
the disturbances which have taken place in th'^ rock masses which
contain them. Slight undulations of the strata are common, and
when the disturbance has been greater, the beds are bent into
arches and troughs, or antlcUnah and sijnd'mals. Further, a

* A. von Groddeck, Die Lehre von den L-rnvrstattea dtr Erze. Leip'^ic
1S79, p. HI.
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lateral pressure may have been sufficient to cause great crumpHngs
and contortions, and in places to invert the oi'der of succession, in
other words to make the newer beds lie under, instead of above,
the older ones. When beds are much bent there is often a
thickening in the anticlinals and synclinals, and a corresponding
thinning in the connecting limbs.

A bed may be so folded and crumpled as to lose its original

sheet-like form in places, and assume
the shape of an irregular mass.
This may happen even with a coal

seam.*

The disturbances of the rocks may
finally produce rents, accompanied by
displacement, which are caWed faults,

heaves, throics, or slides.

We will take the case of a bed
(Fig. 76). AB is a seam which ends
suddenly at B, whilst the continua-

tion is found at a lower level, CD. The two parts of the bed

must have originally been on the same horizon, but subsequently

a fracture took place along the line XY, followed by a movement
of one side or both sides. As a rule the portion of rock on the

upper or hanging wall side appears to have slid downwards, or

the under portion to have been thrust upwards.

The rent may be clean, sharp, and narrow, with the shifted

portions of rock touching each other; or there may be a suc-

F.G. 77. Fig. 78.

cession of fissures producing a step- like arrangement of the seam
(Fig. 77) ; frequently the cracks are tilled up with clay, or there

is a zone several yaids in width composed of broken fragments

and clay, produced by the attrition of the sides of the two rock

masses (Fig. 78). Sigus of rubbing may be seen upon the walls

J. CalloD, Lectures on Minivg, vol. i. p. 63, and Atlas, Plate VIII.,
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Fig

in the form of grooves and scratches, or polished surfaces known as
" slickensides." A fault is of the same origin as a mineral vein

;

the filling is due either to mechanical or chemical agencies, or to

both combined, but does not happen to be worth working com-
mercially. The prolongation of a valuable mineral vein may
be unproductive on entering certain rocks, and will then be looked

upon as a fault. Thus, some of the

mineral veins of the Carboniferous

Limestone in Flintshire appear to be

continued as faults in the Coal Measures.

The throio of a fault is measured by
the amount of vertical displacement. If

XY is a fault shifting a bed AB (Fig.

79), draw BE vertical and CF at right

angles to BE. Then BF is the vertical

downthrow, CF represents the horizontal

displacement, and BC the shift along the

line of dip.

The study of faults is important be-

cause the miner working the bed AB (Fig. 78), wants to know after

reaching the fault XY where to find the continuation of the de-

posit. The rule is to follow the greater angle. The angle ABY
is greater than the angle ABX, and the missing part may be
expected somewhere along the line BY. If the miner were work-
ing from D to C, the same rule would apply, for the angle DCX
is greater than DCY.

This rule gives the direction of the throw, but affords no indi-

cation as to its amount, which may
vary considerably. If the beds are
distinctly marked by lithological pe-

culiarities or by fossils, the miner
can obtain useful information by
driving through the fault into the
rocks upon the other side. Suppose,
for instance, that a valuable bed of
shale AB (Fig. 80) ended oflf suddenly
against a fault FG. A continuation
of the workings in the direction AB
comes upon a bed of conglomerate,
which the miner recognises as one
that is usually 40 feet above him. He can fairly conclude that
the distance BE at right angles to the prolongation of DC will
be 40 feet. As the respective dips of the bed and of the fault are
known, the angle EBC can at once be ascertained and the distance
BC calculated.

The throw of a fault is not always the same ; it varies along the
strike, and finally dies away altogether. This will be understood
by making a slit with a penknife through a sheet of cardboard

Fig. 80.
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or india-rubber, and pressing down one side ; the throw dimin-
ishes from a maximum at C to nothing at A and B (Fig, 8i).

Change in the direction of throw may be due to the beds on

Fjg. 8i. Fig. 82.

7
one side of a fault being puckei^ed or bent, whilst they are flat or

dip evenly on the other (Fig. 82).

The distance to which some faults may be traced is very great.

The Gorze-Ars-Metz fault* extends from St. Jvilien in France,

right across Lorraine to beyond the Saar, near Wacheren, a total

distance of 53 miles (85 kilometres), and another fault in the

same district is known for 28 miles (45 kilometres). The throw
of a fault varies from a few inches to hundreds and even thousands

of feet.

Near a fault a bed is often found to dip more steeply, as if it

had been bent before it broke. This is the case with the great

iron ore bed of Lorraine.f The usual dip is very slight, only i to

2 1 in a hundred, but near faults it is decidedly more, and reaches

4 in a hundred.

The rule that the portion of the hanging wall side has shifted

downwards along the dip of the fault is not without exceptions,

Fig. 83. Fig. 84.



MODE OF OCCURRENCE OF MINERALS. qt

they also should be afiected by movements and shiftings of the
earth's crust. Owing to the fact that veins are usually highly
inclined, and that there is often much difficulty in deciding how
the dislocated rocks fitted together before they were shifted, the
vein miner speaks of faults in different terms to the bed miner.

Instead of talking of downthrows and wpthroics, he looks at the
shift produced sideways and calls it a

heave. The miner driving a horizontal

tunnel AB (Fig. 85) in a vein, comes
into the fault XY at the point B, and
finds that his vein ends off suddenly

;

in order to regain it he is obliged to

drive sideways in barren ground from
B to C, where he meets with the con-

tinuation along the line CD. The
miner says that there has been a lejt-

hand heave, because whether driving

in the direction A to B or D to C,

he finds the faulted portion to the

left hand. It is evident in many cases from the striations upon
the walls of the faults, that the displacement of the two adjacent

lock masses took place, not along the line of greatest dip, but in

a diagonal direction, causing a shifting sideways as well as

downwards. Nevertheless, where beds or veins are not horizontal,

a mere shift along the line of dip is suffi-

cient to cause a heave sideways. This will Fig. 86

be understood from Fig. 86. Let AB a

and CD represent two portions of the lode i/J^^?>^a
dislocated by the fault EF. The point B'

^'
'

-

corresponded originally with B, and the
dislocation was caused by the simple
sliding of B' along the line of dip of the
fault. Here again the miner would speak
of the heave as taking place to the left.

The subject of the heaves of lodes and
beds has been elucidated by Schmidt,* Zimmermann f and
others.

Zimmermann's rule for finding the lost part of a vein on the
other side of a fault is as follows :

Lay down upon paper the line of strike of the lode and the
line of strike of the fault (cross-course), and by construction

ascertain the horizontal projection of the line of their intersection

;

from the point where the cross-course was struck by the lode,

draw a line at right angles to the strike of the former and
directed to its opposite wall. Notice on which side of the line of

* Theorie der Verschiehuvg altever Gdnqe. Frankfort, i8io.
t Die Wiederausrichtung verworftuer Gdnrje, Lmjer und Flotze. Darm-

Btadt and Leipsic, 1828.
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intersection this perpendicular falls, and, after cutting through
the cross-course, seek the heaved part of the lode on that side.

Thus let AB (Fig. 87) represent, at some given depth, the line

of strike of a fault or cross-

Fio. 87. course dipping east, and CD
the line of strike of a lode dip-

ping south, and we will sup-

pose that in dri\'ing from C to

D, in a westerly direction, the

fault has been met with at D.
Knowing the dip of the lode

and that of the fault, it is easy

to lay down, on any given scale,

A'B' and CD', the lines of

strike of the fault and lode

respectively at a certain depth,~
say ten fathoms, below AB.

Tlie point D", where A'B' and CD' meet, is one point of the

line of intersection. Join D and D" and prolong on both sides.

The line MN represents the horizontal projection of the line of

intersection of the two planes. At D erect DE at right angles

to AB, and directed towards the opposite wall of the fault. As

Fig. 8S.

DE falls south of MN, the miner, after cutting through the fault

would drive in a southerly direction, and eventually strike the

lode again at F. It will be at once understood that if the miner
were following the lode from G to F, the perpendicular would lie

to the north of the line of intersection, and following the rule

he would drive in that direction, after cutting through the fault.

When several faults dislocate lodes one after the other very

great complications may arise.

Fig. 88* is, fortunately for the miner, an unusual instance of a

succession of faults.

* J. W. Pike, " On some remarkable Heaves or Throws in Penhalla

Mine," Quart. Jour. Geol. tSoc, vol. xxii. (iS66), p. 537.
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CHAPTER II.

PROSPECTING.

Chance discoveries.—Adventitious finds.—Uses of geology.—Associated
minerals.—Surface indications : form, colour, gozzans, springs, indica-

tive plants, burrows of animals.—Sheading.—Hushing.—Piercing.

—

Lode-lights.—Altered^ egetation and other indications.—Old working.s,

slag heaps, ruins.—Names of places.—Divining-rod.—Dipping needle.
— Qualifications of the prospector.

Chance Discoveries.—The number of discoveries of valuable

mineral deposits by pure chance is very great. I will mention a

few cases, mostly recent, taking the minerals in alphabetical order.

Amber.—Pieces of amber cast up on the shores of the Baltic

after storms, no doubt were the first sources of supply of the
mineral, and eventually led to a search for the parent beds.

Cobalt.—The cobalt ore recently worked in Flintshire was dis-

covered in 1870, by Mr. Gage, who happened to test with the

blowpipe some black matter which formed strings in the Carboni-

ferous Limestone.

Copper.—The owner of a sheep run on Yorke's Peninsula,

South Australia,* picked up some atacamite on the coast in 1859,
and became convinced that there were deposits of copper ore

inland. In i860 he came across the workings of a wombat which
had thrown out a quantity of this green ore in making its burrow.
Pits were put down, and the great Wallaroo lode was thus dis-

covered. Other lodes in the district were afterwards hit upon in

the same way, or from green ore thrown up by some burrowing
insect.

Diamonds.—The fate of South Africa has been wholly changed
by the finding of diamonds. Mr. OKeilly, a ti-ader, describes his

discovery in these words :

—

"In March 1867, I was on my way to Colesberg, from the
junction of the Vaal and Orange Rivers ; I outspanned at Mr.
Niekerk's farm, where I saw a beautiful lot of Orange River
stones on his table, which I examined. I told Niekerk they
were very pretty. He showed me another lot, out of which I at

once picked the 'fii-st diamond.' I asked him for it, and he told

me I could have it, as it belonged to a Bushman boy of Daniel

* S. Higgs, " Some Remarks on the Mining District of Yorke's Peninsula,
South Australia," Trans. li. Geol. tSuc. Cornwall, vol. \x. p. 127.
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Jacobs." Mr. O'Reilly then sent the stone to Cape Town for

examination, when it turned out to be a true diamond, worth

The value of the diamonds produced annually far exceeds that

of the gold of any one of our colonies.

Qold.—The story told of the finding of gold in California, in

1848, is that Marshall, Avho was superintending a sawmill, hap-

pened to see something glittering in the mill leat. It turned out

to be gold. He found more nuggets, and soon the discovery was

noised abroad.

In Australia the first discoveries of gold were by chance.

The attention of Dr. Plassard was directed to the existence of

gold in Venezuela from seeing some specimens in the possession

of a native.

Iron.—Traces of soft haematite, noticed among the roots of an

overturned tree, led to the discovery, in 1891, of the important

Biwabikt iron mines of the Mesabi range, Minnesota.

Xickel.—The Sudbury nickel deposits were discovei-ed in

making a cutting for the Canadian and Pacific Railway, and even

then it was the copper which first attracted notice.

Phosphate of Lime.—In May 18S6, a geologist, M. Merle, took

it into his head to analyse the sand of an apparently abandoned

pit, which had been worked for centuries in order to give bricks

a violet tint much esteemed in the neighbourhood. He found it

contained 77*85 per cent, of phosphate of lime. This was the

origin of the workings in the Upper Chalk at Beauval, in the

department of the Somme.t
The discovery of the phosphate beds of Florida§ was made in the

autumn of 1889 by an orange-grower, who out of curiosity sent

to a chemist a sample of the white subsoil of his grove ; this

turned out to contain 80 per cent, of phosphate.

Quicksilver.—The Redington Quicksilver Mine,|| in California,

was discovered in making a cutting for a road.

Silver.—A man made a fire to cook his food and protect himself

from the cold, near the site of Catorce,^ in Mexico, and in the

morning found silver shining in the ashes. This was in 1775,

* T. Rennert, " Diamond Mining at the Cape," Official Handbook to the

Colonial Exhibition. History, Productions, and Eesources of the Cape of
Good Hope. Cape Town, 18S6, p. 178.

t Winchell, Ticentieth Annual Report of the Geol. and Nat. Hist. Survey of
Minnesota, p. 157. Minneapolis, 1893.

X Statisque de VIndustrie Minerale en Iranee pour Vannee 1SS6. Paris,

1S88, p. 252.

§ Ledoux, " The Phosphate Beds of Florida," Eng. Mui. Jour., vol. xlix.

(1890), p. 176.

II
Becker, " Geology of the Quicksilver Deposits of the Pacific Slope,"

Monographs of the U.S. Geol. Survey, vol. xiii. p. 10. Washington, 1888.

^ Chism, "The Catorce Mining District," Eay. Jlin. Jour., vol. xlviiL

(18S9), p. 340.
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and three years later another man pulled up a bush to throw
upon his fire, and found native silver in the roots. Mining soon

began, and between 1779 and 181 2 the district yielded ore worth
from thirty to forty miUion pounds sterling. Tradition relates

that the famous silver mines of Potosi, in Bolivia, were dis-

covered in a similar manner in 1538, by the accidental displace-

ment of a bush which had small lumps of native silver among the

roots.

The existence of silver in the Province of Famatina, in the
Argentine Republic,* was made known by a pure accident. Leita
and Echavarria were making a journey, in 181 1, across the Andes,
and during a terrible storm, took refuge in a cave, and there
passed the night. In the morning they found that the stones

they had put round the fire at night were white, and on further
examination silver was plainly to be seen in them.

Adventitious Finds.—Search for one mineral often leads to

the discovery of another. The working of veins for tin ore has
revealed the presence of the decomposed granite which furnishes

china clay.

The finders of the Comstockf lode worked it at first for gold,

being quite ignorant of the presence of rich silver ore.

In the winter of 1858-59, some prospectors washed a panful of

earth from a broad-topped mound which one of them had
noticed previously. This gave gold to the value of fifteen cents,

a high average return. They then noticed a gopher hole in the
mound, and took up the earth which had been thrown up. This
they washed, with satisfactory results, and at once staked out
claims. Another part of the lode was discovered by some other
prospectors, who had dug a hole in order to make a little reservoir

for water. They chanced to wash some of the earth, and to their

surprise found it rich in gold. The upper -part (back) of the lode

was then worked for this metal. They threw away bits of a black
rock which they found mixed with the earth and yellow sand,
and when, at a depth of 3 or 4 feet, they came upon a vein of the
black mineral, they had not the least idea that it was valuable.

Pieces, however, were carried away by curious visitors, and one
was given to Mr. Melville Attwood for assay. He discovered
that it was worth $3,000 per ton for silver and $876 for gold.

The black mineral was sulphide of silver, and the yellow sand
proved to be the chloride. The working of the Comstock
lode for silver dates from this discovery, which was in June 1859.

There are reasons for supposing that the original discoverers
of the Comstock lode were two brothers na med Grosh who had
found a rich vein of silver in 1856. But one brother died from

* Hoskold, La HipuUique Argentine, p. 19.

•f
Lord, " Comstock Mining and Miners," Monographs of the U.S. Gcoi.

Survey, vol. iv. pp. 34-55.
:;: Op. cit. pp. 27-31.
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the effects of a slight accident, and the other soon after succumbed
under the hardships he had undergone in crossing the snows of

the Sierras in December 1857. The knowledge of this vein was
then lost for a time.

In 1885* some natives or Spaniards took to M. Bastide speci-

mens of what they thought was calamine from the top of Djebel
Toumai-Kebir, Department of Oran, Algeria. It turned out to

be phosphate of lime.

When boring for rock salt in 1839 near Stassfurt,t the

Prussian Government found brine with chloride of magnesium
and chloride of potassium. Later, in 1852, they sank two shafts

through the beds containing these minerals, without in any way
recognising their value, in order to work the rock-salt underneath.

However, it was not long before this mistake was corrected, and
the potassium salts soon became the main object of the mining.

The sub-wealden bore-hole near Battle, which was put down
for general information concerning the underlying strata, met
unexpectedly with a bed of gypsum, which is now regularly

mined.
The bed of salt in the Cleveland district was discovered in 1863

by a boring made for the purpose of getting water. The total area

now proved is 20 square miles; and if the approximate average

thickness of the bed is taken at only 90 feet, it may be estimated

to contain 115,200,000 tons of salt per square mile.:!:

A bore-hole was put down in Louisiana near Lake Charles on
the New Orleans-Texas Railway in search of petroleum,§ and a
rich bed of sulphur-bearing rock, 100 feet (30 m.) thick, was
pierced unexpectedly. Owing to the watery nature of some of

the strata by which it is overlain, it has not yet been worked.

According to a statement issued by the Broken Hill Proprietary

Company, Limited, || the original claims of this productive silver

mine were pegged off under the impression that the outcrop was
that of a tin lode.

The Sulphur Bank^ in California was originally worked for

sulphur, and the fact of there being quicksilver was long

unsuspected.

Instances of valuable minerals passing unrecognised are

common.
It is related that the original proprietor of the site of Mount

* Slatistique deVIndustrie miniralc en France pour Vannee 1886. Paris,

1888, p. 285.

t Fiihrer zum vierten <iVfjrmeinen Deu'schen Berginannsfag. i8Sg. Halle

a. d. Saale, 1889, p. xxxiii.

:J: Marley, " On the Cleveland and South Durham Salt Industry," Trans.

Fed. Inst. M.E., vol. i. (18S9-90), p. 342.

§ Rivista del Servizio Minerario, 1888, p. cl xxxiii.

II
Report and Statement of Accounts for Ila'f-ijear ending November 30,

1S86. Melbourne, Victoria, 1886, p. 57.

^1 Becker, op. ctl. p. 10.
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Morgan gold* mine used to sell some of the auriferous stone,

which resembles pumice, as hearthstone for cleaning doorsteps.

Geology as a Guide to Minerals.—A knowledge of

geology will often serve to guide the miner. Coal has been
discovered in the south-east of England by very careful reasoning,

based upon the geological structure of South Wales and Somer-
setshire on the west and that of Northern France and Belgium on
the east.

M. Meugy,t Inspector-General of Mines, hearing of the dis-

covery of phosphate of lime in the Lower Greensand of England,
concluded that similar deposits might occur in the Cretaceous
rocks of France. Search was made, and valuable deposits were
found in 1852.

Geology also affords the miner aid by enabling him to identify

certain horizons in stratified rocks by their fossils. The valuable

bed itself may not always be fossiliferous, but definite horizons

above or below it may be recognisable, and so guide the miner in

his explorations.

Associated Minerals.—The existence of valuable minerals may
be suspected from meeting with some of their common associates,

and, even for the sake of its importance to the prospector, the
svibject of the paragenesis of minerals deserves careful study.

The facts are specially marked in the case of tin ore. Cassit-

erite is usually associated with minerals containing boron and
fluorine, such as tourmaline, topaz, fluor-spar and lithia mica,
and also with wolfram, chlorite, and arsenical pyrites ; masses of

magnetic iron ore are fiequently accompanied by rocks containing
garnets, hornblende, and epidote.

Zinc blende is a common hanger-on of galena, which likewise

often has barytes in its train. Galena invariably contains silver,

and frequently enough to enhance its value.

The associates of gold in quartz veins are various metallic

sulphides, such as iron pyrites, magnetic pyrites, copper pyrites,

mispickel, galena, zinc blende, stibnite, tetradymite, and bis-

muthine.
Salt is accompanied by gypsum and anhydrite, and frequently

has its habitat in red rocks. Mottura explains this by pointing
out that when sea water is evaporated, the first precipitate is oxide
of iron, that gypsum crystallises out next, and later the sodic

chloride.

SURFACE INDICATIONS.—The indications which guide
the pi'ospector are precisely those upon which the geological sur-

veyor depends in making his maps, viz., form of the ground, colour,

nature of the decomposed outcrop, ordinary springs, mineral
springs, indicative plants, altered vegetation, burrows of animals,
old workings, slag heaps, ruins, names of places and old I'ecords.

* W. H. Dick, A Mountain of Gold. Brisbane, 1S89, p. 11.

t Slat. Mln. Frame, iJ5S6. Paris, 1S88, p. 280.
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Form of the Ground.—If the valuable mineral is harder or
softer thon the surrounding rockss, it -will aflect the manner in

which the surface is sculptured by atmospheric agencies. Hard
rocks will project in some way, soft ones will be cut into hollows,

especially if they are impermeable. The outcrop of a hard bed will

be denoted by a steep face or escarpment, and unyielding mineral
veins project above the surface in the form of huge crags (Fig. 89).

In parts of our country, these out-
FiG. 89. crops have been worked away and

are no longer apparent; but lode-

quartz blanched by weathering may
often be seen standing up several

feet above the surface on the Welsh
hills, and the run of some lodes can
be traced for a long distance by a
succession of such outcrops.

In the United States and in Austi-alia this phenomenon is

common.
At the Great Western Quicksilver Mine* in California, the

outcrop of the vein appears as a dike over 100 feet wide, and
having precipitous sides in places 75 feet high.

Some of the silver veins of Butte, Montana, crop out, according

to vom Rathjt as great wall-like I'idges of brown and black rock,

which is quartz containing the oxides of iron and manganese ; the

Rainbow lode stood up 20 feet above the surface.

The Broken Hill lode at Silverton, New South Wales, was
traceable for fourteen miles by the outcrop of huge black crags

consistijig of ferruginous quartz, brown ironstone, pyrolusite and
other minei-als, which in places rose to a height of 50 feet above
the ground, and were 10 to 120 feet wide.

Speaking of the outcrops of gold veins of the Hodgkinson gold-

field of Queensland, Mr. R. L. Jack,:j: the government geologist,

says, " they can be followed from hill top to hill top, forming at

times insui-mountable walls a hundred feet high ; as, for example,

in the peaks west of Mount Tenison Woods. In other places

denudation has left their remains on hill sides or hill tops in the

form of huge cubes of quartzite, from which the surrounding soft

rocks have crumbled away. These cubes stand up weird and
solitary, like the ' perched blocks ' of Alpine and Arctic lands."

The tin lodes of San Jacinto in California are found in a

country destitute of all vegetation except grass, and their black

outcrops are said to be unusually distinct.§

* Luther Wagoner, " The Geology of the Quicksilver Mines of California,"

Evg. Min. Jour., vol. xxxiv. (1882J, p. 334.

+ Neuea Jahrh. f. Miner., Urol., v. Puldontologie, 1885, p. 162.

X Handhook of Queensland Geology. London, 1886, p. 27.

§ Benedict, "The San Jacinto Tin Mines,'' Evg. AJin. Jour., vol. I. (1S90),

p. 453.
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The Great Quartz Vein of California has "a very conspicuous

outcrop, forming the crest of the hills, so that it can be readily

seen from a distance of several miles."*

The " main reef " of auriferous conglomerate at Joliannesburg,

in the Transvaal, could be traced in places by the pebbles on

the surface.

Soft minerals like clay ofTer less resistance to rain, flood, and
frost, are more deeply cut into, and give rise to hollows. Thus
the bed of clay known as the Gault, occupies a depression between

the hard and pervious beds of the Chalk and the Lower Greensand.

The presence of the masses of decomposed granite whicli fur-

nish china clay t is almost always indicated by a slight depression

of the surface.

The ore bodies in the Sierra Mojada, Mexico, are softer than

the enclosing rocks, which often stand out when the ore has been

worn a-^vay by weathering. J
Colour.—Colour is an important factor in the discovery of

mineral deposits. Sometimes the ore itself has a distinct hue.

When Garnier was exploring New Caledcmia in 1863, he was
struck by the special green colour of the rocks, and he found

that it was due to coatings, veins, and lumps of a hydrous silicate

of nickel and magnesium, which is now largely worked.

Copper minerals will produce green, blue, and red stains,

which catch the attention very quickly. Iron gives a red or

brown colour, manganese a black ; lead may furnish a green, a

yellow^, or a white coating, cobalt a pink one, whilst cinnabar is

the natural vermilion. Coloured minerals are often used as pig-

ments by savages, and in this way may be brought to the know-
ledge of the explorer.

Gozzan.—A mineral deposit near the surface is frequently so

altered by atmospheric agencies that it bears little resemblance to

the undecomposed bed or vein which will eventually be met with at

a greater depth. A bed of hard shale will crop out at the surface

as a soft clay ; but the most common cases of change are furnished

by the conversion of sulphides into oxides or oxidised compounds,
and the removal of some of the mineral in the form of a soluble

sulphate. Thus iron pyrites, which is such a frequent constituent

of mineral veins, is converted into hychated oxide of iron, and a

vein, originally consisting of iron pyrites and quartz, becomes a
honeycombed brown and yellow rock, the removal of the iron

pyrites in the form of a soluble sulphate leaving cavities which
are only partly filled up by oxide. The ferruginous solutions

which flow away stain and discolour the adjacent rock.

* Whitney, The Auriferous Gravels of the Sierra Nevada of CaVfornia.
Cambiidge, U.S., iSSo, p. 46.

t J. H. Collins, "The Hensbarrow Granite District." Truro, 187S. p. 7.

i Chism, " Ore Deposits of Sierra Mojada/' Trans. Am. Inst. M.E., voL
XV. (1886-87), p. 549.
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The ferruginous outcrop of mineral veins has been noticed in

all mining countries. In Cornwall it is called gozzan, and this

term has been carried by the ubiquitous Cornish miner to other

English-speaking countries, though in Australia we hear of iron-

sto7ie hloivs.

In Germany the iron fiat gives the proverb—

-

Es ist kein Bergwerk nie so gut,

Es hat denn einen eisern Hut;

translated by the late Sir Warington Smyth as follows

—

" A lode will ne'er cut rich and fat,

Unless it have an " iron hat."

In France the chapeau enfer is the equivalent of the German
expression, whilst the Italian miner, ascribing the cindery, buiiit-

up appearance to the action of tire, calls such outcrops britcciorii*

The Spanish term colorados has reference to the red tint due to

iron oxides. In some parts of South America, such as the

Argentine Republic and Bolivia, the word pacos is used for the

oxidised ores.

The nature of a gozzan varies naturally very greatly, not only

in diflerent districts, but also in different parts of the same lode.

If the vein originally consisted very largely of iron pyrites, the

gozzan will be mainly ochre and brown iron ore, often in botry-

oidal and stalactitic forms. If quartz was pi'esent also, a cellular,

cindery, cavernous, ferruginous rock is the result of the atmos-

pheric weathering.

Other metallic minerals will leave their traces. Galena be-

comes changed into anglesite, cerussite, pyromorphite, and mime-
tite. The sulphides of copper yield native copper, melaconite,

cuprite, malachite, chessylite, together with phosphates, arseniates,

and silicate of the metal, and sometimes the oxychloride or oxy-

sulphide. Carbonate of manganese gives rise to black oxides, whilst

argentiferous minerals furnish native silver, kerargyrite and
embolite.

Gold is unlocked from enveloping sulphides, and specimens of

quartz may be seen from neai'ly every gold-field in which cubical

cavities, left by the removal of iron pyrites, are partly filled up
with ochre and delicate skeletons of the precious metal. Gold
may exist in combination with other elements and be liberated

by the weathering process.

Tlie depth to which the oxidising and leaching action proceeds

is often considerable. In the Comstock lode f "the quartz is

rpddened and the iron minerals more or less oxidised to a depth

of 500 feet, but it is probable that the lower 100 feet are chiefly

* Zoppetti, Arte Mineraria. Milan, 18S2, p. 85.

+ Hague, Mining Industry of the Fortieth Parallel. Washington, 187

P- 75-
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coloured by the percolation of the surface waters." Sometimes
there is a sharp line of demarcation, sometimes a gradual passage,
between the gozzan and the sulphides.

In the sections of a mineral vein, Figs. 90 and 91, A, is the
gozzan, showing itself occasionally by rough crags at the surface

;

(J, represents the undecoinposed sulphides, and B is an interme-
diate zone where the process of alteration is incomplete. At
Huanchacji silver mine, Bolivia, the oxidised ores near the sur-
face ai-e called j^'^'^cos, the transition oxysulphides mulatos, whilst
the unchanged sulphides are known as mHales frios. In the
longitudinal section, Fig. 91, the alteration is shown as ceasing

Fig. 90. Fig. 91.

soon after the level of the bottom of the valley is reached, that

is to say when the water no longer has an easj'^ exit ; but cir-

cumstances may bring about a system of circulation causing the

rainwater to penetrate below this level, and then the gozzan will

naturally extend to a greater depth.

Gozzan is important to the miner not only because it is an
indication of a lode, but also because the ore is sometimes more
valuable from the decomposition of the sulphides. This is

specially the case with gold and silver. Gold, as already explained,

is set free from a tight covering of pyrites, or possibly from a state

of combination with some other element, and can now be easily

caught by quicksilver. The miner speaks of the ore as " free-

milling " on this account. Silver, when brought into the native

state, or converted into chloride, is likewise readily extracted by
amalgamation.

In the case of argentiferous lead veins, chloride of silver mixed
with carbonate of lead and oxide of iron is more acceptable to

the smelter than a complex mass of metallic sulphides. The
removal of zinc blende by atmospheric agencies, no doubt through
its conversion into a soluble sulphate, is of much importance

;

for the ore is thus freed from an ingredient which gives trouble

in the lead furnaces, and which cannot be satisfactorily separated

mechanically when very intimately mixed with galena, iron

pyrites and other sulphides. Furtheimore the removal of some
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of the heavy -worthleFS ingredients, whilst the silver remains

fixed as insoluble chloride, raises the tenour of the ore in

the precious metal. La:-tly, the upper parts of the vein are

more cheaply worked from their softness, and the small cost

of pumping and winding. Under these circumstances the fact

of a mine sometimes becoming less profitable, or wholly un
profitable, when the zone of sulphides is reached will easily be

understood.

These points must not fail to be considered by tlie miner ; he

must recollect that the zone of the oxidised ores will be succeeded

by sulphides, more costly to work, and sometimes requiring

totally different treatment.

Gozzans should be cai'efully assayed, especially for silver.

Instances could be given of gozzans having been stamped and
worked for gold, to the utter neglect of the silver which was by
far the more valuable ingredient.

In Cornwall gozzans of copper lodes have been worked for tin

ore, which was originally enclosed in or mixeil with copper and
iron pyrites. Owing to its insolubility it resisted the weathering

which carried away the copper and some of the iron in solution.

The Anaconda mine* at Butte, Montana, now famous for its

enormous output of copper, was originally bought as a silver

mine. For a depth of 400 feet the ores contained no notable

quantit}' of copper ; this metal had been carried off in solution,

whilst the silver, converted into an insoluble chloride, was
rendered proof against any further action of rainwater.

Deposits of cupreous iron pyrites may have the copper and
sulphur so completely removed that the remaining oxide of iron

is worked as an ore of this metal.

t

The iron ores of Bilbao are the decomposed portions of deposits

of the caibonate. The weathering has had two useful eifects,

it has raised the percentage of iron, and it has lowered the

amount of sulphur by decomposing the iron pyrites, which occurs

in small quantities in the unaltered ore.

The seams containing native sulphur in Sicily often show no
trace of that element at the surface, as the sulphur-bearing

limestone weathers into a soft, white, grey, or yellowish white^

granular or pulverulent variety of gypsum, called hriscalex

by the miners, and considered by them to afibrd important

indications concerning the bed itself. In this case the sulphur

has gradually become oxidised and has combined with some of

* Doiipla.*, " The Copper Resources of the United States," Trans. Amer,
Innt. M.E., vol. xix. (1890-91), p. 679.

t Moxham,'"The 'Great Gossan Lead' of Virginia," Trans. Amer. Inst.

M.E., vol. xxi. (1892), p. 134.

+ Lorenzo Parodi, SuW estrazione (hllo fsolfo in Sicilia. Florence, 1873,

pp. 7, 24 ; and L. Baldacci, Descrizione rjeolorjica dell' Isola di Hicilia.

Rome. 1SS6 p. 106,
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the lime to form a sulphate; and it is only natural to suppose

that the thicker and the richer the original bed was, the greater

will be the amount of briscale produced, and the more apparent

its signs on the surface.

Each mineral therefore has to be considered separately, and I

may mention a few other special cases.

Veins of asbestos have been discovered by noticing a white

powdery substance in cracks in the rocks, which led to fibrous

asbestos when worked.

Steam-pufts are indications of the small superficial deposits of

sulphur in volcanic districts; and here sight is aided by the sense

of smell, for I i-ecollect remarking the odour of sulphuretted

hydrogen long before I I'ode up to some sulphur banks in

Iceland. In Tuscany the natural steam-pufis which yield boracic

acid are plainly visible, and bore-holes * are also put down to

produce them artificially where the rocks are hot at the surface,

and so give hopes of tapping vapour at a shallow depth.

Some of the successful bore-holes for carbonic acid gas in the

Eifel, Germany, were planned on account of natural emanations

of the gas in the immediate vicinity.

Attention has been directed to petroleum by a layer or an
iridescent film of the oil upon pools of water, and the odour is

sometimes perceptible for a long distance. Off Baku, on the

Caspian, even the sea is sometimes covered with an oily film of

petroleum.

Brine springs point to salt, chalybeate springs to iron, but not

necessarily to deposits of any commercial value ; the same may
be said of water impregnated ^vith sulphuretted hydrogen as an
indication of native sulphur. Springs of ordinary water may be
expected to appear where a pervious bed rests upon an imper-

vious one, so that the outcrop of a bed of clay under sandstone

is often denoted by a succession of springs, in addition to the

change in the form of the ground.

Even when the valuable deposit presents no striking outcrop,

it may be followed by observing some more marked attendant.

Thus the " red bar "f of the Johannesburg district, is a bed of

dark red slate which is seen protruding above the surface, a little

to the north of the gold-bearing conglomerate, for a distance of

20 miles along the strike.

In California + a dark opaline or chalcedonic rock, known to

the miners as " quicksilver rock," is associated with the deposits

of cinnabar, and owing to its comparative hardness stands out
sometimes as a projecting outcrop.

Indicative Plants.—As plants derive part of their nmn-i-h-

* Jervis, 7 tesori solterranei ddV Italia, vol. ii. p. 428.

t Quart. Jour. Geol. Soc, vol. xlvi. (1890), Proceedinsrs, p. 4.

X Becker, " Geoloo^y of the Quicksilver Deposits of the Paoifio Slope,

Mijiw'jrapha cf tlie U.>S. Geol. >^iiri:f;i, vol. xiii. p. 360. Washington, 1SS8.
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merit from their I'oots, and as different plants i-equire different

foods, it is only natural to suppose that a change of soil causes a

change in the vegetation.

Beds of porous limestone let the rain soak down at once, the soil

is shallow, and the foothold for trees is not so good as in the

case of clays. Thus the chalk hills are bare, and the Weald clay

is the home of the oak from a mechanical reason, in addition to

the chemical one of nourishment.

Clays will retain water and naturally be the habitat of rushes

and other moisture-loving plants.

The effect of salt in tlie rocks is especially marked, and
Gatzschmann* gives along list of plants which either flourish best

when getting salt, or cannot exist without it.

The flora of Monte Catini,t in the province of Lucca, well

known for its brine baths, resembles that of the coast, although

24 miles away from the sea, and separated from it by the Pisan

Hills.

My friend, Mr. S. Herbert Cox, tells me that the run of the

deposit of alunite which he is working in New South Wales, is

marked by a lighter green in the colour of the leaves of the

eucalyptus trees which cover the district. He has also noticed

in New Zealand that the Karacca txees growing upon limestone

have darker leaves than those growing upon slate. A band of

limestone can be traced in this way.

The subject of indicative plants is dealt with in an interesting

paper by Raymond,! who gives some additional details concei-ning

the calamine pansyof Rhenish Prussia, mentioned by Gatzschmann.
This pansy, called by botanists Viola calaminaria, is peculiar to

the calamine-bearing hills near Aix-la-Chapelle, and in West-
phalia. The blossoms are almost always yellow ; but on
the borders of the zinc regions some are light violet, or bluish,

or mixed yellow and blue, and are supposed to be hybrids

between V. calaminaria and the ordinary wild pansy, V. tricolor.

Analysis has revealed the presence of zinc in the plant

and in the sap. This plant is said to have been recognised at

Horn Silver Mine in Utah, the ore of which contains zinc

blende.

The lead plant, Amorjiha canescens, Nutt., is a low shrub, i ft.

to 3 ft. high, whitened with hoary down. The plant is most
abundant in Michigan, Wisconsin, and Illinois, and miners
believe that it flourishes best where lead ore exists in the soil.

Dr. P. Stapff found that prospectors for phosphorite, in

Estremadura were guided by a creeping plant with bell-shaped

flowers, Convolvulus althceoides ; in Montana the Erigonum

* Die Avf.-iuclmng mid Unlersuchun(j von Lagerstdtten nutzharcr Mineralien.

Leipsic, 1866, p. 321.

t Jervis, Guicla alle.acqrie minerali d''Italia. Turin, 1S6S, p. 12.

J Tram. Am. Inst. M.E., vol. .\v. (18S6-87), p. 647.
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ovali/oliKm, Nutt., is looked upon as an indication of silver ore in

the vicinity.

Animals as Indicators- -Animals also may occasionally

render services to the prospector. I have already mentioned the
case of the wombat, by whose burrows copper was discovered in

South Australia. Prospectors seeking for tin lodes in Victoria*

have also been guided to success by the ore thrown out from
decomposed dykes by this animal. Ledouxf says that a useful

indication of phosphate of lime in Florida was furnished by ant-

hills and gopher holes, which showed small whitish grains of the
mineral in the earth.

GatzschmannJ mentions cases of the discovery of valuable ores

by the scratchiugs of the beaver, the bear, and the marmot, as

well as by the wallowing of pigs ; he also brings forward in-

stances in which the first indications of mineral wealth were
afforded by stones kicked up by a horse, or tossed out by a
bull, or lying in the nest of a vulture, or found in the crop of a
gi-ouse.

At the Caratal diggings in Venezuela, a bird called the mitiero

was thought to mark the site of gold-bearing gravel. I often

heard its notes when passing pits where gold was being obtained,

and it is possible that it preferred certain trees which grew upon
the old alluvia. In fact, as so many animals obtain their food

from special plants, it is evident that the fauna dependent upon the
flora must be affected indirectly by the minerals of the soil. The
special case of there being more genera and species of snails in a
limestone country is a case in point. Lastly, the tnicks of animals
may lead to salt springs which they frequent.

Sheading.—The prospector seeks for natural sections of the
rocks such as occur in cliffs, or in river valleys and their tributary

gullies and gorges. He examines the materials constituting the
liver beds, especially when the water is low in the dry season,

often digging up and washing portions in a pan or in a batea, in

order to ascertain whether they contain traces of the heavy ores

or metals,

If, while prospecting in a valley, he discovers stones that have
the appearance of having once belonged to veins or other valuable

deposits, he endeavours to ti'ace them to their source, and is,

perhaps, rewarded by finding similar fragments, but less water-
worn, as he goes up the stream. Further on he may come upon
large blocks of veinstuff lying about, and finally find the veins

laid bare in a gorge, or at the bottom of a brook, or possibly pro-

jecting above the soil in the form of huge crags of quartz in the

manner already described.

* Victoria, Beports and Statistics of the Mining Department for tlie Quarter
ended March T,i , 1890, p. 15. Melbourne, ifcgo.

t A. R. Ledoiix, "The rhot;phate l>tds of Florida," Eng. Min. Jour..,

vol. xlix. Feb. 1S90, p. 176. J Vi>. cit. p. 311
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Loose pieces of veinstuflT found lying about on the surfnce are

known in Cornwall as shoad-stones ; and shoading is the term
giveii to the process of tracking them to the parent lode.

If the prospector has ascertained the existence of a lode by
shoad-stones, and has some idea of the position of the outci-op

which lies concealed under the soil, he proceeds to dig trenches

across the presumed line of strike, until he hits upon the back

of the lode. When the covering of soil is too deep for trenching,

a little shaft is sunk, and a tunnel is driven out at right angles

to the supposed course of the vein.

Loaming in Australia corresponds to shoading. The prospector

washes earth from the base and slope of a hill till the specks

of gold are pretty frequent, and then endeavours to trace the gold

uphill to the reef that furnished it. , When he can no longer get

gold by washing he concludes he has gone past the outcrop of the

reef, and he proceeds to seai'ch for it by trenching. Reefs have

been discovered in this way which showed no surface indication

whatever.*

Hushing.t—Hushing consists in causing a streim of water

to rush down a hillside, and cut a ditch through the soil, which

will lay bare the outcrops of veins, if any exist. A reservoir is

made at some suitable spot on the high ground, and a shallow

gutter is dug down the slope along the line which it is pro-

posed the stream should take. The water is allowed to run down
gently at first, and then as a torrent, which scours out a ti'ench

to the solid rock. An examination of the trench and of the stones

washed out of it may result in the discovery of a vein.

Piercing.—In some special cases when the mineral lies very

near the surface, and is either harder or softer than the surround-

ing rock, the searcher maiies use of a sharp pointed steel rod,

which he thrusts into the ground. The well-known French J

burr-stones, lying in soft sand and clay at a depth of lo to i8

feet, are found in tliis way ; vvhilst in the Isle of Man superficial

pockets of umber in the Carboniferous Limestone are detected by
the ease with which the rod runs down.

Kauri gum, a semi-fossil I'esin of New Zealand, which occurs in

lumps of iibout the size of a hen's eg^g^ a few inches below the sur-

face in the high ground, and a few feet in the swamps, is sought

for by a similar tool.

Mr. Lawn informs me that in the Furness district a pointed

iron rod is occasionally used in searching for shallow deposits

of htematite, lying within 6 or 8 feet of the sux^face. The miner
examines the point of the rod after thrusting it through the thin

* "The Golfl- fields of Victoria," Reports of tlip, Muihi'/ Becfistrars fur the

(lv,n-ferr»,h'(l J/airh ^i. }88S. Melbourne,' 1 888, p. 6S.

t \Villi'ini.s, Xa'urul Ilistorii of the ilineral Kingdom. Ediabnrgh, 1789,

Vol. i. p. 370.

:; L'allon, Lrrliirc^on .ViiiiH;/. London, iSSi, vol. ii. p. 41.
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covering of soil, and if he finds it to be red, he concludes that
there is iron ore underneath. If the indications are sufficient,

hs sinks a little pit and begins to work the ore.

The valuable bed of phosphatic nodules in South Carolina * is

much harder than the overlying sand and clay ; the prospector
carrying a steel rod works it down, until he meets with the resist-

ing stratum. He notes the depth, which is under 15 feet, as

no phosphate Ls at present worked deeper than that, and after

walking on 100 feet further forces the rod down again. By
thrusting down the rod at regular intei vals in this w^av, and
noting the results, he obtains a general idea ot' the lie of the phos-
phate bed, and proceeds to make a more minute examination by
sinking exploratory pits, 10 feet by 5 feet, at intervals of 500
feet. The phosphate rock laid bare is taken out, carefully

sampled and analysed, and in this way a very fair estimate can be
marie of the yield of a given area.

The process of testing a bed of mineral by pits is sometimes
carried out on a very extensive scale. According to Winchell
860,000 have been spent in mere explorations at the Biwabik
Iron Mine,t in the Mesabi Range, Minnesota ; but in this case the
pits were practically small shafts, many of which exceeded 100
feet in depth.

Lode-lights.—Appearances of flame above mineral veins are

said to have been seen, and at all events are sufficiently well estab-

lished to have received a special name, " lode-lights," in Cornwall.

It is possible that a will-of-the-wisp (phosphoretted hydrogen) may
have been produced occasionally by the action of organic matter
and water upon phosphates, which are so common in the upper
parts of mineral veins.

Marshgas is known in the workincrs of some lead lodes, and
may have occasionally issued in sufficient quantity to produce
flame when igniteil accidentally.

Altered Vegetation and other indications.—One hears of

diflferences in the appearance of the vegetation along the line of

mineral deposits, of places where the snow will not lie in the
winter, and of vapours hanging over the ground. Though some
writers refuse to put any value on these indications, they should
not be entirely overlooked, because the outcrop of a lode, of

diflTerent nature and texture to the surrounding rocks, may i-eadily

cause the phenomena just mentioned. One need only look at the

rubbish-heaps of some mines, especially those yielding pyrites,

which remain year after year bare and barren, to understand the
blighting and withering action of the products of decomposition of

bome minerals upon vegetation. It is only natural to suppose that

* Wyatt, TJie Phofjthatesi of America. New York, 1891, p. 49.
t " i'he Biwabik Mine," Trans. Amer. Inst. M.E., vol. xxi., 1502-3,

p. 951 ; and GeoL and Xat. Hist. Surrci/ of Minnesota. Ticentidk Ann.
Ju'li.J'or the ijtur 1891. Minneapolis;, 1S9J, p. 156.
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grass would grow less luxuriantly upon a wide pyritous vein than
upon adjacent slate, and that a decided streak of altered colour

and growth would be visible upon the turf.

A very simple experiment will convince the student more
readily than the mere statement. Spread a thin layer of earth

upon a tray, and imitate the outcrop of a lode by scraping away
some of the earth and re-placing it by powdered iron pyrites or

marcasite. Now scatter mustard seed over the surface, and
water frequently. In the course of a few days there will be a
crop of mustard on the earth, but the track of the pyrites will be
marked by a bare streak on which the seeds have been killed by
sulphate of iron formed by its decomposition.

The rapid disappearance of snow on the outcrop of a lode has
been noticed at Ducktown Mine, Tennessee,* among other places.

The oxidation going on in a pyritous lode near the surface must
produce a certain amount of heat, Avhich would make the outcrop of

a lode wai^mer than the adjacent rock ; but one need not have
recourse to this hypothesis in order to account for phenomena of

this kind. Mineral veins are often channels along which under-
ground waters circulate ; this water may come near to the surface

in places, or even issue forth as a spring, and the proximity of

the comparatively warm water may keep the outcrop warm enough
not to freeze. In a porous cavernous gozzan it is easy to imagine
the existence of slow currents of the air which would have the

same effect.

The fact of a vein often being a channel of water will also

explain the rising of vapours from lodes under certain favourable

conditions of the atmosphere.

Where the surface is cultivated and the natural springs are

tapped by adit levels or other mine workings, these appearances
cannot be looked for to any great extent ; and it is not unlikely

that the old miners, who have handed us down traditions con-

cerning the signs of mineral veins, were keener observers of

nature than some of their successors, just as the savage may be
guided by marks which do not catch the eye of the civilised

traveller.

Old Workings, Slag Heaps, Ruins.— Signs of old workings,

such as pits and rubbish-heaps, often tell useful tales. When
workings were shallow, miners put down shafts in close proximity,

and the line of a series of shafts and rubbish-heaps will give a
fairly correct idea of the strike of a lode. The rubbish-heaps

will show what was the ore worked, and with what it was asso-

ciated.

It even happens that mining refuse, thrown away as worthless

in the days when dressing appliances were crude and rough, will

pay for being worked over again. On the other hand it is not safe

* Wendf, " The Pyrites Deposits of the AUeghanies," Enj. M'ui. Journ.,

vol. xli. (iSS6), p. 40S.
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to conclude that, because it paid to work a mine some centuries

ago, the same ore will yield a greater profit or even be woith
working nowadays. The change in the value of the precious

metals, and the change in the remuneration of the labourer, must
be duly weighed before a decision can be arrived at.

It is important to ascertain why the old mines were abandoned.
If no good reason, such as a sudden inrush of water, or the break-

ing out of a great war, for instance, can be assigned for the stop-

page, it is usually safe to assume that no great riches have been
left in sight ; statements to the contrary must be very carefully

sifted.

Minei-als that were at one time worthless or even regarded as

obnoxious, such as nickel and cobalt ores, or zinc blende, become
valuable by the discovery of new or improved processes of manu-
facture or smelting. An instance of this kind has occurred quite

lately. Some forty years ago the outcrops of beds of impure car-

bonate of manganese in North Wales were worked for the black
oxides, the gozzans, in fact, which had been produced by the
weathering of the deposit near the surface. The undecompose<l
carbonate was at that time of no value and was carefully separated

by cobbing and rejected ; and the workings had to be abandoned
when the black oxide diminished in quantity at a shallow depth,
and was replaced by unweathered ore. Owing to the use of ferro-

manganese in making steel, the carbonate can now be utilised,

and the ore is regularly mined and sent to the blast furnaces to

be smelted with iron ore.

On the other hand the discovery of a new process may be the
means of causing a mine to be unprofitable. The discovery by
Weldon of a method of regenerating the oxide of manganese used
in making bleaching powder, seriously affected manganese mining
by lessening the demand for the ore.

Old mine plans, reports, and deeds should be consulted when
available ; and information should be sought from ofiicial geological

surveys and mining records when they exist, as they do in this

country. A prospector told me a few years ago that he missed
securing some manganese properties in North Wales, from not
being aware that a government geological map of the district had
been published, showing some of the outcrops of the manganiferous
bed.

Slag heaps afford indirect evidence of mining, and like old
rubbish-heaps may occasionally be worth smelting. The most
notable instance of late years has been the profitable treatment
of such heaps at Laurium, in Greece.

Ruined cities, or other indications of a country having been more
thickly populated, are sometimes adduced as proofs of its mineral
wealth. Where it is possible to show, from remains found in the
towns or encampments, that the inhabitants were engaged in
mining or smelting operations, the prospector may fairly lay stress
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upon evidence of this kind. It has often been supposed that some

of the old entrenchments in Cornwall were made for the protec-

tion of diggers or smelters of alluvial tin ore ; and after the careful

explorations of Mr. Theodore Bent at Zimbabwe, in Mashonaland,

most persons will be disposed to agree with him that this old city

and its fellows owed their existence to gold mining.

Names of Places.—Local names may sometimes supply in-

formation, either by denoting some natural feature connected with

the deposit, or by recording in some way the existence of mine work-

ings. They will be found in all languages, and I need only give a few

instances. '"Cae Coch," near Trefriw, in Carnarvonshire, means

the " red field," from the chalybeate springs, which are due to the

existence of a bed of iron pyrites now being worked. " Graig

Goch " or " red rock," a name which is not uncommon for mines

in Wales, denotes no doubt that the vein was discovered by a red

ferruginous outcrop, and so does the name " Fron Goch " or " red

breast." Red Mountain, near Bii'mingham, Alabama, owes its

name to the outcrop of an important bed of iron ore. " Glasdir,"

meaning " blue ground," is the name of a copper mine in North

Wales. I cannot help suspecting that the locality was so called

in consequence of the blue colour given to rocks or stones by

coppery minerals derived from chalcopyrite near the surface.

" Balmynhir " or the " diggings at the long stone," denotes work-

ings for tin in the neighbourhood of a " menhir " or erect stone in

Cornwall. Sometimes the substance is named, as in the words

Tincroft, Stahlberg (steel mountain), Porio Ferraio (iron port) in

Elba, Gebel Zeit (oil mountain) on the shores of the Red Sea,

Yenang-yaung (Creek of oil), the site of the petroleum wells in

Burmah. The names Leadhills (Scotland), Bleiberg (Germany),

and Gebel-el-Kohol (Tunis), all have the same signitication, and

have been given from the existence of workings for lead ore.

" Al maden" means '' the mine," and turning from Spain to our

own counti-y, we find " Minera," near Wrexham, with a similar

signification given in this case by the Romans, instead of the

Moors. The Smoky Mountains,* in North Carolina, were called

by the Indians " Unaka," from their word " Unakeh," meaning
" white," because they obtained white kaolin from them.

Salt is indicated by the prefix " Sal," " Salz," or its equivalent

" Hall," in numerous names of places.

The German word for miner, "Bergmann"

—

i.e., mountain

man or highlander—reminds us that the old ore-seekers were

hillmen, and found their treasures among the mountains, and we
constantly find the word " Berg " (mountain), or its equivalent in

other languages, forming part of the names of mines or mining

towns. Schneeberg, Marienberg, Freiberg, in Saxony, are

instances, and of recent date we have Mount Morgan in Queens-

* W. B. Phillips, " Mica Mining in North Carolina," Eng. 3Iin. Journ.,

vol. xlv. (iSSS), p. 39S.
'
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land, and Broken Hill in New South Wales. In the list of

copper mines of South Australia* I find no less than twenty-six

names of mines beginning with " Mount," in addition to others

containing the word " hill" or " knob."

Other names refer to mining or smelting operations. The
village of Pestarena, near Monte Rosa, was evidently so called

from the crushing of gold ore in the days of the Romans.
" Cinderford," in the Forest of Dean, points to old heaps of iron

slag, and such a name as "hammer pond," in the Weald of Kent
and Sussex, likewise tells us of iron working in days gone by. But
no stress should be laid upon names ; they afford at most an indica-

tion of the existence of a mineral, without any evidence of its

value at the present day.

Divining Bod.—Belief in the divining rod, or dow^^ing rod,

has not died out completely even in Cornwall, where one still

Fig. 92.

meets with educated persons who profess to be able to discover

mineral veins by the dipping down of the forked twig when they

walk across them. '

Fig. 92, reduced from Agricola,t shows old German miners

searching for veins with the rod.

Dipping Needle.—In the special case of magnetic iron we have

a safer guide. In Sweden a magnet, suspended so that it can dip

'* H. Y. L. Brown, "A Record of the Mines of South Australia."

Adelaide, 189c.

t De re Metallicd, Basle, 1556, p. 28 ; and Brough, " Cantor Lectures on
Mine Surveying," Jour. Sue. Arts, vol. xl. (1892), p. 803.
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Fia,

in any direction, is regularly used for tracing masses of magnetic

iron ore, even when concealed by some thickness of drift or some
depth of water; when the lakes are

frozen over in winter, this kind of pro-

specting is easy.

The miner carries his compass care-

fully over the ground, and on approach-

ing magnetic ore the needle dips towards

it ; the amount of dip increases, until at

last, when standing directly over the

deposit, the needle becomes vertical, and
remains so as long as there is a strong

mass of ore underneath it. The boun-

dary of the deposit can thus be laid down
on a map with some degree of accuracy.

The modification of the Swedishdipping

needle shown in Fig. 93, borrowed from
Brough,* has been adopted in the United
States. Improved methods devised by
Brooks, Thalen, and Tiberg are described

by the same author.

Qualifications of the Prospector.
—From the above observations it will be

seen that the miner is greatly aided in his

search by a variety of natural indications

;

but in a new and unsettled country the physical difficulties of

travel are often so great, that strength of body and the capability

of supporting fatigue and hardships become some of the most
important qualifications of the prospector. He should have

a general knowledge of geology, aud understand mineralogy

sufficiently to recognise all the common and valuable minerals

and their ordinary associates, and to confirm his opinion by
simple tests. The pick, shovel, and pan should be handled with

ease, as well as the rifle and the gun. Keen and good eyesight is

a sine qud non ; a myopic prospector would fail to recognise

natural features, and a colour-blind person would not be struck

by important differences of tint.

The mode of discovering minerals by boring is a subject of so

much importance that it requires a separate chapter.

A Treatise on Mine Surveyimj. London, 1891, p 261.
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CHAPTER III.

BORING.

Uses of bore-hole?.—Methods of boring holes:— I. Eoring by rotation
;

Auger; Diamond drills.—II. Boring by percussion with rods; Iron
rods, wooden rods; Driven wells.—III. Boring by percussion with
rope; American system; Mather and Piatt's system.—Surveying
bore-holes.

The uses of bora-holes are nuraeroiis :

1. To reach a mineral deposit by a small hole and ascertain its nature,
depth from the surface, thickness, dip, and strike, with the object
of working it if possible.

2. To ascertain the nature of the subjacent rocks for engineering pur-
poses, such as their suitability for railways, canals, locks, sewers,
or foundations of bridges and buildings.

3. To obtain liquids, such as ordinary water, mineral water, brine or
petroleum, which either rise to the surface, or have to be pumped
up from a certain depth.

4. To make absorbent wells in dry and porous strata.

5. To obtain gase?, such as natural inflammable gas, carbonic acid gas,
or vapours containing boric acid.

6. To drain off gas from rocks, and water or gas from mine workings.

7. To make passages for conveying power into underground workings
by steam, water, wire-ropes, or electricity.

8. To put signal wires or speaking tubes into underground workings,

9. To introduce cement into unsound foundations in order to strentjtlien

them, and also into mine-workings in order to dam back water.
10. To sink holes for lightning conductors, house-lifts, or piles.

11. To sink mine shafts.

The methods of boring holes for these purposes arc :

I. By rotation.

II. By percussion, with rods.

III. By percussion, with ropes.

I. BORING BY ROTATION".—Auger.—Soft rocks, such
as clay, soft shale, sandy clay, and sand can be bored by an
open auger (Fig. 94), like the well-known carpenter's tool.

The mode of working consists* in twisting the tool round by
means of a cross-head or spanner, and lengthening it as the
hole is deepened. The lengthening rods are made of wood or

iron, the iron ones being i^ inch gas-pipe, with screwed pin

* Darlcy, "Artesian Wells,"' Enginceriiuj, vol. xxxix. (JS85), p. 6Sj.

u
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and box ends welded on. Even when iron rods are used, some
made oi pine, 4 inches by 4 inches, are added in order to take

off part of the heavy weight by their buoyancy in water. For
raising the rods an iron or wooden derrick is employed, such as is

Fig. 94. Fig. 95.

!>.

shown in the figure 95. It is 30 feet high, so as to give room for

pulling up a rod of the usual length of 25 feet, which is drawn
up by n.eans of a crab-winch with a ij inch iron or steel wire

rope. The winch is worked by hand or horse-power as required.

The top rod is made of square iron, and the crot^s-head or capstan

spanner can be fixed to it at the height most convenient fur

handling.
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The process of boring consists in turning the rod by tux

men at the capstan until the working tool hus filled itself; it has

then to be drawn up and emptied. In drawing up, each rod has

to be unscrewed and taken otf, and the process is reversed when
the tool, after having been cleaned out, is again lowered.

In favourable strata holes are bored 400 feet deep at the

rate of 25 feet a day by this method ; it is obvious that, owing to

the time occupied in raising and lowering the rods, the first

part of the boring is performed at a much greater speed than the

last.

In order to obviate the loss of time which ensues in raising and
lo vering the rod, for the purpose of extracting the contents of the

auger, a current of w\ater may be sent dow^n through the hollow

rod, and made to ascend in the annular space be-

tween it and the side of the hole with suflicient

velocity to carry up the debris.

Eig. 96, again borrowed from Darley,* shows
the derrick and general arrangement of the

plant : a is the boring rod made of 2J inch (in-

ternal diameter) gas-pipe or lap-welded iron pipe,

in lengths of 25 feet. The separate rods are

I
I I joined, as shown in Fig. 97, by screwed spigot

r 1 1 and socket connections whicn are riveted on.

The short topmost piece of rod b (Fig. 98),
carries the chamber c, at the base of which the
head of b can revolve freely. On the same rod b

is keyed the spur-wheel d. This is actuated by
the pinion e upon the vertical shaft /, which re-

ceives its motion from the horizontal shaft h
( Fig. 96), through a belt and the mitre wheels g.

The boring rod is driven at a speed of 80 to

100 revolutions per minute. It is easy to under-
stand from the figure how the rope drums,/ are

worked from the same shaft h at slow or high

speed by using one or other of the two clutches

upon this shaft. Water is pumped iota c by a

hose, descends the rod, and passing through the bit ascends with

the sludge and chips of I'ocks.

As the bit and rods descend, the carrier under the spur-wheel

d follows them, and also the pinion e, which is loose upon the

square shaft/.

Fig. 99 represents a favourite form of cutting tool or boring

bit, which begins by making a small hole and then speedily

enlarges it to the full diameter.

As the lining tubes are usually 7 inches in diameter, the

annular space between the tube and the boring rod is large,

* Op. fit. p. 6S4.
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and this is dimiiiisheJ by adding a lagging of wood (shown in

Fig. 97) for the purpose of increasing the velocity of the upward
current and so promoting the discharge of the debris.

The rapidity with which some holes are bored by this machinery

is considerable. Mr. Darley mentions that a hole had been bored

Fig. Fig

r

mftf
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parts, there are spanners for unscrewing the rods, a key for support-
ing the rods during this opei-ation, and a second handle which can
be fixed on any part of the line of rods if more force is required
for the work. By a very ingenious clip, each joint can be so fixed

that it cannot become unscrewed during the process of boring.

The diameter of the large auger is if inch {45 mm.) and the
cutting part has two wings which are of service in penetrat-
ing the ground. The chisel is used for hard seams, such as
ironstone, grit, and beds containing fossils or pebbles ; like the
auger, it is if inch across. I'lie apparatus is very portable,

for no part is more than 4 feet i inch long ; each rod weighs 4-4

lbs. (2 kil.), and the total weight of all the plant required for

making a boring 40 feet deep is only 64 lbs. (29 kil.).

Diamond Drills.—The most important kind of boring by
rutalion is done with the diamond drill. The working part of

the drill consists of the so-called crown, which
Fic. 100. is a short piece of tube made of cast steel, at
'

j
.," ^^ one end of which a number of black dia-

jI^-C [

'

-
'

i nionds are fastened into small cavities. The

^ ;

:>-_ crown is screwed on to wrought-iron pipes,
'

i \--. .'^: vhicli constitute the boring rod. This is

!' -^^ made to rotate, and the result is that an
;,> annular groove is cut at the bottom of the

r; -> ' ,/ hole, leaving a core which often breaks off of

<^ i^^ itself, is caught by a little shoulder, and
brought out with the rod (Fig. 100).* In
places where it is not necessai'y to make any

^ verification of the rocks traversed, the crown
may be arranged with diamonds in the centre

also, so that the whole of the bottom of the hole is ground away.
The debris in either case are washed away by a stream of water,

which is forced down the tube and flows up
Fro. ini. the sides of the hole.

In order to prevent capital from being

locked up in a stock of large crowns, Me.ssrs.

Docwra sometimes fix the diamonds in steel

plugs, which will fit holes in any ring. The
diamonds can then easily be taken out of one

crown and placed in another without I'e-

setting.

The crown represented in Fig. 10 1 was the

largest emjiloyed at the deep boring at Noi-thampton. It was

screwed to a tube 30 feet long (Fig. 102), which enabled cores of

almost that length to be cut without withdrawing the tool. The
object of the open sediment-tube above the core-tube was to catch

* Eun^on, "On a Deep Boring at Northampton," Jii«. Vcoc. Inst. C.F.,

vol. Ixxiv. (iSSj). p. ^70.

<^
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any coarse particles too heavy to be carried np by the water, as

well as any fragments falling from the sides of the hole.

Though pieces of the core often broke off" of themselves and came
up in the tnhe, it was necessary to use the

extractor (Fig. 103) ; it consisted of a ring A,

which was screwed by a few threads k» the

core-tube in the place of the crown. On
reaching the bottom of the hole the screw-

ing-np was continued, and the descent of the

portion C gradually forced down six teeth,

such as B, into the position shown by B',

gripping the core tightly. If not broken off

completely by this action, it gave way when
the tube was pulled, and came up inside it.

The " Dauntless" (Fig. 104) is one of the

diamond drills made by the Bullock Manu-
facturing Company, of Chicago, for boring
prospecting holes, and is capable of drilling a

2-inch hole to a depth of more than 2000
feet, and furnishing cores of lyV^'^ ^^'^^ ^^

diameter. Cores show-
ing visible gold have
lately been brought up
from a hole 2500 feet

deep, bored by one of

these drills near Johan-
nesburg.

The machine is con-

structed as follows : A
is one of a pair of cylin-

ders, driven by steam
or compressed air, which
work the bevel wheel

The feed-screw CC can slide rendily up and
but as B carries a feather lying in a slot in C,

Fig.
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descend. L is a wheel equal in size to K, wLicli it drives when
its ^h•lft is rotated by G', G", or G'".

If E'aud G' had tiio same number of teeth each, one revolution

Fig. 104.

of B would make one revolution of G', one levolution of L, and
one revolution of K ; consequently the feed-nut attached to K
would be revolving at the same rate as C, and C would not descend.

In reality G', G", and G'" have a slightly smaller number of teeth

than F', F", and i '"; therefore one revolution of F' causes slightly
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more than one revolution of G', K moves rather faster than C, and

C descends slowly. As arranged in this particular- case, the gear

F' G' causes C to descend i inch for every 300 revolutions,

the gear F" G" gives a feed of i inch for every 450 revolutions,

and F'" G'" a similar feed for 750 revolutions. The driller is

thus enabled to regulate his feed to the hardness of the rock

bored. In practice these three speeds of advance have been found

sufficient.

M is a drum which is used for hoisting the rod out of the hole

;

N is the hinge upon which the whole of the boring head can be

turned, so as to leave the mouth of the hole perfectly free while

raising or lowering rods. O is the thrust register, upon which is

indicated by a dial the resi.-tance exerted by the rock against the

bit. This is an addition of great importance, for by watching the

indicator the driller can detect changes in the hardness of the

strata passed through, and can measure the exact thickness of the

hard and soft beds before he has seen either the cuttings or the cores.

The thrust register prevents the possibility of drilling through a

bed of coal or other mineral without its being noticed, as has

happened when the seam was so soft that it failed to furnish a

core. The rod is lengthened as the drilling proceeds by screwing

on piece after piece between C and the topmost rod projecting

above the hole.

Mr. Bullock has recently brought out a contrivance by which

the core can be drawn up through the hollow boring rods without

)-eaioving them from the hole. The immense saving of time

effected in this manner is of supreme importance when boring at

great depths.

The large rock drill used by the American Diamond Rock
Boring Company,* for putting down holes to a depth of 2000
feet, consists of a 20 horse-power boiler with two oscillating

6-inch cyhnders and the necessary gearing for working the drill,

all mounted on a carriage, so that the whole machine is readily

moved from place to place. The feed is effected by gearing, or

by hydraulic pressure, a 2|-inch cro\vn is employed, leaving a

2-inch core. Each separate drill rod is 10 feet long. The total

weight of the machine is about four tons.

The newt Victorian Giant Drill, said to be the largest and most
powerful drill in Australia, contains some improvements suggested

l)y experience. The cylinders are 7^ inches in diameter, and are

made stationary, because the heavy vibrations of oscillating

cylinders are imparted to the boring rods and diamond bit, and
do harm to the machinery. The winding drum has a friction

pulley and a brake, which enable the rods to be lowered without

working the engine, and so pi-event unnecessary wear and tear.

* Eng. Min. Jovr., vol. xlviii. (1889), p. 569.

t Victoria, Annual Report of the Secretary for Alines for the Year i8Sg.

Melbourne, 1890, p. 35.
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Various parts are strengthened, and there is an arrangement for

working the steam expansively.

This method of boring is expensive. During the year 1889,

the cost of prospecting for gold by diamond drills in Victoria* was

I OS. 3^d. per foot bored, exclusive of the wear and tear of

diamonds, taking the average of a total 18,454 feet bored. The
cost for the wear and tear of diamonds for 30,294 feet bored in

search of coal and gold is put down at _;^6ooo, or nearly 4s. per

foot. In the borings executed by the Government of New South
Wales,t the cost for diamonds is very much less, varying as a rule

from IS. to 2S. per foot. This may probably be accounted for by
the fact that most of the New South Wales bore-holes were made
in the comparatively soft Carboniferous strata, whilst some of

the bore-holes for deep leads in Victoria had to traverse hard

basalt.

The cost at Broken Hill, whei-e a boring 3 inches in diameter

was carried from 11 22 feet to a depth of 1880 feet in i88g, was
^i 9s. io|d., or, roughly speaking, 30s. per foot, exclusive of

office salaries, store wages, rent, and the Superintendent of

Drills' travelling expenses. The rocks traversed were gneiss,

mica schist and quartzite, sometimes garnetiferous. The average

rate of boring was only 5- 7 1 inches per hour, whilst in the sandstone

and shale of the Carboniferous strata there was a progress of 9
to 31 inches per hour, at a cost (exclusive of the items mentioned
above) of 6s. 2d. to i8s. 4d. per foot. The average working cost

of 7854 feet bored by the Department of Mines, New South
Wales, in 1889, including all expenses, was 14s. 3|d. per foot.

Of the total 7854 feet, no less than 7096 were in strata of Car-

boniferous age, and only 758 in metamorphic schists; the holes

were from 2J inches to 4 inches in diameter.

With reference to the rate of boring, it must be remembered
that the figures given refer to the speed obtained while the

machine was at work, but the average amount of deepening of

the hole at Broken Hill during the year was little over 2 feet per

day. Omitting Sundays, theie were 313 working days. Only

199, or less than two-thirds, were employed in boring; of the

remainder, 86 were occupied in repairing, 15 in reaming, 4 by
delays, 9 by holidays ; the working day was eight hours.

The amount of core obtained at Broken Hill compared with

the total depth bored was as much as 97^ per cent., and the average

for the total 7854 feet referred to above was 89-33 per cent., a

very excellent result.

Small diamond drills, which will bore in any direction, and
which are driven by hand, compressed air, or electricity, are

largely used underground for prospecting. The hand drill of a

* Op. cit., p. 6j.

t Annual lieport for the D.'partmsnt of Mines, New JSjiUh Wales, for ths

Tear iS8c^. Sydney, 1S90, p. 139.
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Swedish boring compnny* gives cores | inch in diameter. Ex-
ploration by these little machines is very decidedly cheaper than
by driving or sinking by hand in hard rocks, and fully ten times as

quick. On the other hand, the ground is not opened out as it would
be by a shaft or drift, and the sample furnished is but small.

Several good veins have been discovered by the aid of the little

hand-machine in Scandir:iavia—for instance, a copper lode 15 feet

(4-5 m.) wide at Roiaas, and iron lodes from 32 to 65 feet

(10 m. to 20 m.) wide at Dcnnemora and Persberg.

The hand-power drill of the Bullock Manufacturing Company,
Chicago, is a somewhat similar little machine, and it is said to be

Fig. 105. Fig

capable of bor-ing a hole of if inch diameter, \\ith a i^^ inch

core, to a depth of 400 feet.

Machines driven by compressed air are often employed at

ore mines in the United States for exploratory purposes.

Fig. 105 shows the Little Champion prospecting drill. Two
inclined cylinders drive a horizontal crank-shaft, which works
bevel gear, causing the drill to revolve. At the same time a
counter-shaft is likewise set in motion, and this effects the

advance of the drill by driving the feed screw, in the manner
already explained in the description of the " Dauntless" machine

* Nordenstrom, " DieDiatnantbohriraschme mit Handbetrieb," B. u. h.

Z. rSSq, pp. 389 and 449 ; and Petiton, Fiul. Hoc. hid. Min., 3e Seiie, vol.

iii. (18S9), p. r395.

t Eiiij. Min. Jnur., vol. xxxiii. (18S2), p. irg.
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(p. 120). The feed-screw and its connections are carried by a

swivel-head, and this can be turned so as Lo drill holes at an

angle. The drum shown above the cylinders is used for hoisting

out the drill-rods by a rope. The rods are lap-welded iron tubes

i^ inch in diameter, fitted with a bayonet joint.

Another light portable prospecting drill for underground work
is represented in Fig. 106.* It is intended for drilling holes

z\ inch in diameter to a depth of 150 feet. The cores which it

yields are ^ inch in diameter. It has double oscillating cylinders

3^ inches m diameter, with 3^ inches stroke, which are run up to

a'speed of 800 revolutions a minute. The drill can be set to

bore in any direction by turning the swivel-head on which it is

carried.

The Sullivan prospecting drill is a diamond borer driven by an

electric motor on the same frame as the drill. The motor also

works the force-pump. The feed is not by toothed wheels as

shown in the figures, but by friction gearing. It will bore at any
angle to a depth of 300 feet.

Georgi'st electric diamond drill, primarily intended for boring

holes for blasting, can also be employed for prospecting under-

ground.

Substitutes for Diamonds.—Olaf TerpJ uses emery instead

of diamonds. In some cases he puts in the fragments of emery
loose at the bottom of the hole and allows them to wedge them-

selves into grooves in the boring crown, which is made of soft

metal. Another plan is to make the boring crown entirely of

emery. The speed of rotation is three or four times as great as

with diamonds, and holes can be bored from f inch (20 mm.)
to 3 feet 4 inches (i m.) in diameter. Beal bores with small

chilled cast-iron shot, which are dropped into the hole while a

wrought-iron tube is revolving in it. Tlie debris are carried up
by water, and the cores are extracted in the ordinary way.

II. BORING BY PERCUSSION" WITH RODS.

Iron Rods.—The rods are either of iron or wood. In Fiance

preference is given to iron, and the following details relate to

modes of construction now employed by M. Paulin Arrault,§ the

well-known boring engineer of Paris.

The actual boring apparatus consists of the cutting tool, the

rods, and the driving machine ; but in addition it is necessary to

* Eiif/. Mhi. Jnnr., vol. xxxiii. (1882), p. 273.

t Jdhrb f. (I. Bi-rg- unci HiUtenwesen im K. Sachsen, 1890, p. 915.

X Olaf Terp's " Bohrmaschine mit Schmirgelbohikrone," B. u. h. Z., 1890,

p. 415.

§ Tlie fignre.s are copied by permission from M. Arrault's work, OaLils

ct jirocedcs de tiondiKje. Paris, iSgo.
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Fir; 107.

&

'J i

h.ave clearing tools, and appliances for remedying accidents, lining

the bore-holes, and obtaining samples of the rocks traversed.

Cuttivg Tools.—The actual cutting tool is usually a chisel (Fig.

107) of some kind ; for soft rocks the edge is straight ; for hard

rocks there are wings to guide the tool and keep

the hole vertical, or even special guides above

it. For diameters not exceeding 40 inches (i m.),

there is usually only one chisel; but the actual

cutting blade is sometimes made in a separate piece

fastened by gibs and cotters to the tool carrier (Fig.

1 18). In boring lai'ger holes the chisel is made of

two, three, or four separate blades.

liorinj Rods.—The boring rods are made of iron

of square section. The usual mode of connection

is by a sci-ew-joint such as is shown in Fig. 108,

care being taken to have all the bars alike, so

taht any two bars can be screwed together. M. Arrault prefers

to have a connecting socket (Fig. 109). The ordinary rods have

a thread at each end, to one of which is screwed a socke!: or sleeve

which is fixed by a pin. This socket then receives the end of

another rod, which is screwed up until both ends meet. When
the thread of a socket becomes worn, it is taken

off and put on to the other end of the rod ; in a

similar manner, if the thread of a rod is worn,

the socket may be screwed on to it and the un-

worn end used in the process of jointing and
unjointing. The rods are generally screwed up
to the right and are turned in that direction

;

but in special cases it may be necessary to have

the sockets fixed by two pins, or to have a

special joint or a left-handed thread.

The height of the tower, derrick, or shears

erected above the bore-hole should be some
multiple of the length of the rods, so as to be able to detach or

attach two or three lengths at a time, instead of having to make
and unmake every joint.

Fig. iio. Fig. iir. Fig. 112.

Figs. ioS &

[a

Q

Arrault's rods vary in length from i foot 8 inches (o"5o m.) to

20 feet (6 m.), being usually an exact number of metres, and in

size from | inch (22 mm.) to 2>\ ii^ches (90 mm.) on the side.
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They have two shoulders at each extremity, so that the upper one

can be used with the hfting hook, Fig. no, when the lower is

resting upon the key, Fig. in.
A cap such as Fig. 112, may be screwed on and used instead of

the lifting hook for raising the rods by the rope.

Working the Rod.—The up-and-down movement of the rods may
be obtained in various ways. For depths not exceeding 60 to So

Fig, in.

feet, nothing can be simpler than the device shown in Fig. 113.

The man at the windlass raises the rods by turninc^ the handle, and
the master borer detaches them and causes them to fall by simply
pressing down the end of the hook, which he holds in his right

hand. The chain is lowered, the hook put in, the rods are raised

by the winch, and then again allowed to fall, the master borer

taking care to turn them a little each timo.
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Fig. 114 shows the principal tools supplied by Arrault for a
small boring.

For greater depths a lever has to be employed, the rods being
suspended at one end, while the other can be pressed down by
men using their hands or feet. The spring pole is another
arrangement ; the pole is pulled down to make the stroke, and
its elasticity lifts the rod again. The length of the stroke can be

Fig. 114.

^i a I
I, guide tube; 2, bit or chisel v/ith wings; 3, straight bit or

chisel : 4, ordinary open fcoop or wimble
; 5, scoop or wimble

with auger; 6, closed scoop
; 7, sludger with ball valve ; 8, bell-

screw or screw grab
; 9, auger ; lo, combination bit and sludger

with ball valve; 11, combination auger and sludger with ball

valve; 12, boring rod; 13, matching piece; 14, wrench for un-
screwing rods ; 15, matching or lengthening piece ; 16, clamp;
17, clamp with eye ; 18, wrench ; 19, retaining or supporting key

;

20, cap; 21, tiller; 22, double wrench ; 23, scraper; 24, picker.

rendered uniform during the boring by means of a screw in a
swivel-head at the top of the rod.

With deep holes, and especially those of large diameter, steam
machinery has to be employed for working the rod. Arrault
frequently uses a winch driven by steam. The chain to which
the rods are attached passes over a pulley hung from a derrick

and is coiled on a drum, which is loose upon the main axle of the
winch ; it can be thrown in and out of gear by a clutch moved by
a lever. It is easy therefore to raise the rods by working the
winch, and then let them drop by simply releasing the clutch.
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Occasionally a direct-acting engine is placed immediately

above the bore-hole, but a commoner arrangement is to employ a

single-acting cylinder with its piston acting at one end of a

beam, while the rods are attached to the other end. A favourite

plan also is to actuate the beam by a connecting rod worked by a

crank.

Process of Boring.—The actual machinery has now been
described, and the mere boring appears to be a very simple

matter, consisting only in lifting the rod a little and allowing it

to drop, after turning it slightly before each stroke. Never-

theless the process of putting down a bore-hole is far more com-
plicated than it might seem, for there are numerous operations

which take up much time. In the first place the debris must be

removed by a clearing tool, and before this can be lowered the

cutting tool must be taken off. The swivel-head is disconnected,

and a cap screwed on ; a length of rod is now drawn up by a hand
or a steam windlass, the retaining key is put under a shoulder,

and the joint unscrewed by another key. It is well to have as

many caps as there are lengths to be drawn up, and then each

length can be suspended in the boring house or derrick.

As soon as the hole is free the clearing tool is lowered,

either by the rods in precisely the same way as the boring chisel,

or by means of a rope and windlass. The clearing tool

Fig. 115. is usually a hollow cylinder with an ordinary clack or

a ball valve (shell jmm]) or sludge^-) (Fig. 115). It is

worked up and down a little till it is filled, and it is

then drawn up to the surface and emptied. The opera-

tion is repeated if necessary, and the boring is resumed
with the rod. Sometimes a cutting blade is added to

the sludger so that it bores a little and picks up the

debris at the same time. In certain rocks such as

marls, it is convenient to have a shell-pump with a

lip. It is fixed to the rods, and when it is turned a

little as well as moved up and down, it soon fills itself.

Oeynhausens Joint and free-falling tools.—When a hole of large

diameter is being bored, the weight of the rods is so great

that much vibration ensues when they are suddenly arrested

by the chisel striking against the bottom. Various devices have

been contrived for overcoming this difiiculty, among which may
be mentioned Oeynhausen's sliding joint and three methods of

making the tool fall independently of the rod. Oeynhausen's

contrivance (Figs. 116 and 117) consists of an upper piece a pro-

vided with a slot in which the lower piece h can slide ; h is pre-

vented from dropping out by a crosshead and carries the boring

chisel, whilst a is attached to the line of rods.

When a down-stroke is made and the chisel strikes the

bottom, the piece a slides over h and is therefore but little

affected by any jar produced by the blow of the tool. The length
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of the stroke is arranged so that the top of tho slot will not

descend far enough to touch the crosshead ; a is then raised once
more and again catches the crosshead.

One of the simplest arrangements Figs. 116, 117 & 118.

for making the tool fall independently ra

is the sliding joint shown in Fig. 118.^ |3, f]

The piece supporting theboringtoollu.s

two wings (Fig. 119) which rest upon
shoulders, at the top of a long slot in

a cylinder attached to the lowest rod
;

by giving the rods a sharp tura to

the left, the wings lose their support

and the tool drops.

The actual process of boring is

carried on in the following manner :

—

The line of rods suspended to a chain

is raised by a .'steam winch.
Fig. 119. Steam is then shut off, and

the master borer by a sudden
twist of the tiller causes the

bayonet joint to act ; the

tool drops and makes its cut.

The rods are then lowered,

and the slot comes down
over the wings which are

pressed by the inclined sur-

faces at the end on to the

shoulders ; the steam is

turned on again, and the operations of

winding up, stopping, twisting, letting

the tool fall and lowering are repeated.

The contrivance acts so easily that it is

.i—i^ sometimes used even for comparatively

Y~r shallow bore-holes.

U The free fall is obtained by Arrault in

a different manner when the boring is

done by a beam (Fig. 120). The tool is suspended
from the catch h (Fig. 121). The part ah has a
pin i, which lies in an oval hole. While the rods

are being lifted the beam strikes a bum ping-

piece, and their upward movement is suddenly
checked ; inertia carries the catch a 6 up a little,

the end a strikes an inclined surface and causes the end h to
move outwards and detach the tool. When the rods are lowered
the part h hooks itself on without difficulty, and the chisel is

raised and dropped.

This tool requires the boring rod to be guided, for otherwise tho
hole might not be bored straight.
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Fig, 12 2 explains a well-known free-falling tool invented many
years ago by Kind.* The head of the actual boring rod is held

Fig. 121.

Fig. 120.

by a click or grapple. When the main rod descends, the resist-

ance of the water in the hole checks the sliding disk D ; the jaws
J J are opened by the little rod which connects them to D, and
the boring part falls and strikes the bottom without any injurious

vibrations being communicated to the main rod. When the disc

descends further, the head is caught again by the click.

Accide-iits.—Tools for putting things right in case of accident

are numerous, and many of the contrivances which have been
invented by engineers are extremely ingenious.

Among the accidents is a breakage of the rod. If the rods are

not caught in any way, a claw called the crow's-foot (Fig. 123) is

lowered and turned i-ound till it catches a rod below one of the

shoulders ; it is then drawn up. Sometimes it is found that a hole

has suddenly deviated from the vertical, owing to a difference in

hardness in the rock, which causes the chisel to work more easily

on one side than the other. One method of remedying this evil

is to fill the bad part with cement, and rebore it very carefully.

Broken ropes can be caught hold of by tools resembling a cork-

screw. The tool shown in Fig. 124 serves to cut a thi-ead upon
the end of a broken rod. The position of the broken end is first

J. Callon, Lectures on Mln'uig, vol. i., Atlas, Plate IX., Fig. 52.
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ascertained by taking an impression upon tallow or wax, and the

cone is then lowered on to it ; by turning it round a thread

is cut on the broken end, which can now be raised with the rods

and tools attached to it.

If the cutting chisel is broken, some kind of grasping nippeis

must be used, and there are contrivancas for making them act

when they have reached the bottom of the hole.

Linings.—Where the strata are soft and would fall in, or where

it is necessary to shut off the inflow of certain water-bearing

beds in order to confine the well to one particular source of

Figs. 123 & 124. Fin.

Fig. 126.

5

supply, the hole has to be lined with a tube. Tubes are made of

iron, copper, or wood. This last material is seldom employed
nowadays, because it occupies so much space, and because it is not

easy to make good wooden tubes.

Fig. 125 is a tube of riveted sheet iron with sockets fixed on,

which enable the joints to be made by screwing. Fig. 126 is a

tube with a screwed joint perfectly smooth outside and inside.

Copper tubes are advisable when the water, such as that coming
from pyritiferous beds, would attack iron and in time eat it away;
but this difl&culty is also overcome by putting earthenware pipes

inside, and filling up the interspace with cement.

Cores.—Though the fragments brought up in the sand-pump
will indicate the nature of the rocks which are being traversed, it

is often desirable to obtain a core of the actual stratum itself,

which will show the direction and amount of the dip of the

rocks, and possibly contain fossils and so afford valuable knowledge
concerning their precise age. A core is cut out either by rota-

tion or percussion. In the former case the tool consists of a

sheet-iron cylinder (Figs. 127 and 12S) armed at the bottom with
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steel sawing teeth ; in the latter the cylindei^ is surrounded by
four cutting chisels, which chip out a ring and leave a solid

cylinder standing.

The core now has to be detached, and for this purpose various

contrivances may be adopted. One of Arrault's tools is shown in

Fig. 129. It is a hollow cylinder a attached to the fork b c, with a
longitudinal slot containing a sliding bar d, armed with a toothed
wedge e, which is prevented from dropping out by the shoulder /.

The bar d is further kept in position by the spring g h, fixed at

Figs, 127 & 12?, Fig. 129.

A
r\

Section at A B.

the top of the tube, which presses it against the two outer plates

ij and the ring k; Hs a little slot in the spring, and m a small

stud upon the bar d. When this tool is lowered over the core

and the wedge e touches the bottom of the annular groove around

it, the tube slides down and forces the wedge inwards ; the

weight of the rods causes sufficient pressure to drive the teeth of

the wedge into the core and break it off. In the meantime the

slot I has passed over the stud m ; the wedge is thus prevented

from slipping down, and the core is held till it is drawn up to the

surface.

In order that the direction of the dip may be ascertained from

the core, it is necessary to know exactly how it stood when it was
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in situ. In Victoria* the rods and the core-breaker are put
together at the surface, and all the joints are marked in a straight

line with a chisel. The rods are then taken apart, and are care-

fully screwed together in precisely the same manner when they
are lowered into the bore-hole. If the position of the marks at

the surface is noted while the core is being detached, the direction

of the dip can at once be determined. To prevent the possibility

of error from a movement of the core after it has been detached,

it is marked while at the bottom of the hole with a vertical

scratch or groove. This is made by a sharp steel point on the
gripper as it slides down over the core.

A method lately invented by Arrault consists in lowering a
compass, enclosed in a case made of phosphor bronze, on to the

Fig. 130. Fi''.'. 1 30A.

top of the core (Figs. 130 and 130A). The case has an india-

rubber base, with two grooves filled \\'ith felt impregnated with

a thick ink. The compass case also contains clockwork, arranged

like an alarum, which can be made to liberate a catch and so

clamp the compass. The compass is lowered by a rope, and sufii-

cient time is given to enable it to assume its proper position before

* Reports and Statintks of the Miniv^ Department, Victoria, for the Quarter
ended March j/, iS(pi, p. 28, with Plate.
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it is fixed by the clockwork. It is drawn up, the

core is then extracted, and by means of the ink marks
the compass can be put upon the core in precisely the
same position as it originally occupied in the hole.

Instead of using ink marks, some plastic material*

such as clay may be lowered on to the top of the core

and allowed to remain long enough to take an impres-

sion. A clockwork arrangement in a Avatertight box
above the plastic lump sets a magnet fast after the
lapse of a given time as before, and when the core is

brought up it is placed so as to fit the impressions,

the orientation of which is known by the magnet.t
Wooden Bods.—In some districts wooden rods are

found more suitable than iron ones. They have been
used in Canada, and they are preferred in Galicia.

Fig. 131 represents the manner in which the rods are

made for boring oil wells in that country. The rods

employed in Galicia are of ath, 32 feet 10 inches (10 m.)

long, and 2 inches in diameter ; at each end a forked

iron coupling is riveted on, terminating by a conical

male or female screw, and in the middle are two
strapping plates of iron to give more strength and
stifihess. To the end of the lowest rod is attached an
Oeynhausen sliding joint which carries a sinker bar

with the cutting chisel attached to it. The sinker

bar is from 20 to 30 feet (6 to 9 m.) long, and weighs
from 12 to 15 cwt. (600 to 750 kil.).

The top of the line of rods is fastened to a chain

(Fig. 132) ; this makes three turns round one end of

the boring beam, capped for this purpose by a casting

with a spiral groove, and is then wound on to a little

windlass placed on the beam. The beam receives its

up-and-down movement from a connecting rod attached

to a crank upon the axle of a wheel driven by a belt

from a small steam-engine.J

After boring, the chain is unfastened, and the rods

are drawn up by means of a hemp or manilla rope

if inch (45 mm.) in diameter, which is also used for

working the sand-pump. The master borer can per-

form all the necessary operations while sitting in front

of the hole. By means of the rope a he can work
the windlass upon which the chain is coiled, and by
pulling the lever b he can throw in or out of gear the

* B. u. h. Z., 1890, p. 205.

f Beports and Statistics of the Mining Department, Victoria,

Quarter ended JiJarch ji, iSgi, Dip contrivance, p. 28.

+ Svroczvnski, " Note sur le forage canadien," Bidl. Sac.

Ind. Jlin., tome iii., 3*^ Serie. Saint-Etienne, 1SS9, p. 1417.
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pulley -which drives the drum with the winding rope, and so raise

or lower the rods or the sand-pump. The lever c actuates a
brake which enables him to stop the machinery, if necessary, and
with his left foot he can press upon a pedal e, and so regulate

the steam valve, and alter at pleasure the speed of the engine.

Fig. 132.

The cord d works a second steam valve. Two other workmen,
one at the bore-hole, and the other on a platform 33 feet (10 m.)
above him, are shown in the act of unscrewing and putting away
the rods.

During the actual boring, the two assistants stand at the hole
and turn the rods., whilst the master borer regulates the blow by
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the cord a which commands the windlass, and the cord d which
controls the admission of steam.

Tiie tower or derrick is about 50 feet (15 to 16 m.) high, and
16 feet (5 m.) square at the base. It is closed in with planks.

The adjacent space required for the steam-engine, belts, wheels,

kc, is 35 square yards (30 square m.). The end of the beam
travels about 20 inches (50 cm.) ; but owing to the inter-

position of the sliding joint the stroke of the chisel is some-

what less. There are about 50 to 60 blows a minute. After
work has gone on for a time, and the debris begin to accu-

mulate, the rods are withdrawn and the shell-pump is lowered

by the rope. It is a cylinder 32 feet (10 m.) long, with

a valve in the bottom ; it tills itself, it is drawn up, and the valve

is opened to discharge the sludge. In consequence of the light-

ness of the rods, the conicity of the screw joints, and the skill of

the workmen, the various boring operations are carried on with

surprising rapidity. Scarcely half a minute is required for un-

screwing a joint, and a set of rods 650 feet long (200 m.) is drawn
up or lowered in 10 or 12 minutes.

For a hole 1000 feet (300 m.) deep, the four operations of

raising the chisel, lowering and raising the shell-pump, and
again lowering the rods and chisel, do not require more than
an hour.

Three men are required, of whom one is the master borer and
one the engineman. Their wages do not exceed 10 florins a day,

and if the wages of the smiths, who are constantly required, are

added, the total cost of wages per day will be from 15 to 16

florins.

The initial diameter of the hole varies from 9I inches (o'25 m.)

to 15! inches (o"40 m.) in loose ground, and the final diameter is

4 inches (o"io m.). The hole is lined with tubes throughout,

they are made of welded sheet-iron screwed together and perfectly

watertight.

The successive columns of tubes of the lower part of the hole

are placed one within the other. They are not withdrawn till the
hole is completed. The cost of the plant varies from 8000 to

10,000 florins, including a 12 to 15 h.-p. steam-engine, which,
with its boiler, comes to 3500 florins. To this must be added the
cost of the tubing, which, according to the diameter, varies from
3 to 10 or 1 1 florins per metre.

The boring contractors ask from 15 to 25 florins per metre for

a boring estimated to be 1000 feet deep (300 metres), plus 50 per
cent, of the petroleum obtained in the first case, or 30 per cent,

in the latte^'. They leave the tubes necessary for preserving the
well, provided they ai^e paid one-half of their value. Contracts are

also made for sinking wells at 50 florins per metre, without any
interest in the output.

As an example of the work, a well was bored 738 feet deep
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(225 m.) at Wietrzno, by M. Suszycki, beginning with a diameter
of 15! inches (o'40 m.) and ending with 5I inches (•145 m.) in 90
days, of which 70 were occupied in actual boring. The average
progress was 10 feet 6 inches per day (3*20 m.), the maximum 32
feet (9*8 1 m.) per day. Several wells have been bored to a depth
of 1500 feet (over 450 metres) at Stoboda Runzwoska. Under
some exceptionally favourable circumstances a hole 475 feet

(145 m.) deep was bored in eight days with 140 hours of eftective

work.
This system, therefore, seems suited to the conditions prevailing

in Galicia. The American method of boring with the rope, which
answers in Pennsylvania, where the beds are nearly horizontal,

did not succeed in Galicia, with the soft Tertiary rocks, which
often dip considerably. As regards the material for the rods,

wood is to be preferred to iron in Galicia. Wooden rods are
lighter and more easily manipulated than iron rods, besides which
they are more easily repaired, a matter of much importance in
districts far from foundries and engineering shops.

Driven Wells.—Under the head of boring by percussion may
be classed the process of making driven wells, or Abyssinian tube-
wells, as they are often called in this country. A tube shod with
steel is rammed down by a heavy weight, raised by men with
ropes passing over a pulley, and then allowed to fall and strike

a stop clamped to the tube. The tube is perforated just above
the shoe, and when a water-bearing stratum of sand or gravel is

reached, water flows into it, and can be pumped up. This, how-
ever, is a special process, and can scarcely be considered as true
mining.

III. BORING BY PERCUSSION WITH ROPE.

American System.—The use of the rope for boring is of very
ancient date in China, and the process has been brought to great
perfection in America for the purprse of obtaining petroleum and
natural gas. Within the last few years the American system
has been employed at Port Clarence, on the Tees, for obtaining
brine.*

The first operation consists in erecting the drilling rig, consist-

ing of the derrick, steam-engine, band-wheel, walking beam, bull-

wheel and sand-pump reel.

The derrick (Fig. 133) is a framework in the form of an acute
truncated pyramid, 72 feet high, 20 feet by 20 feet at the base,

and about 3 feet square at the top. It is ingeniously constructed
of 2 -inch plank, without any large or heavy pieces of timber, and

* C. Le Neve Foster, "Some Mining Notes in 1887," Trans. Min. Assoc
and Inst., Cornwall, vol. ii. Truro, 18SS, p. 128.
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it serves to carry two pulleys. The reason of its height is to
enable the driller to raise the whole string of boring tools from
the hole without any disjointing.

The engine has a horizontal cylinder, 8 inches in .diameter,
with a 1 2-inch stroke, and is reckoned to be of 15 horse-power.

Fig. 133.

By means of a belt, power is transmitted to a wooden pulley

(a) called the band-wheel ; this is provided with a crank (b), and
through a pitman (c) actuates one end of the walking beam (d),

26 feet long.* A smaller pulley bolted to the band-wheel enables

the bull-wheel (e) to be driven by an endless rope, and, by means

* The figure shows the pitman talien oil from the cranio pia.
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of a lever, a friction pulley (/ ) can be brought against the band-
wheel so as to drive the sand reel.

These are the principal parts of the rig. In addition there are

wanted :

—

1. A set of drilling tools {h, i,j, Jc, I).

2. A sand-pump (m), or a bailer.

3. A rope {g) i^ inch in diameter for lifting the tools.

4. A rope [g') | inch in diameter for working the bailer or

the sand-pump.

Fig. 134. Fig. 135. Fig. 136. Fig. 137. Fig. 138. Fig. 139.

Hi

The set of drilling tools consist of the following parts :

—
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The jars are like two links of a chain, and their object is to

enable an upward blow to be struck if the bit sticks ; the force of

this upward blow is increased by the momentum of the sinker

bar.

The rope socket receives the end of the boring cable, any part

of which can be connected to the walking beam by a clamp at-

tache! to an adjustable link called the temper screw (Fig. 140).

Fig. 140. Fig. 141.

II

m

Fig. 142.

m

The bailer is a wrouglit-iron cylinder, 18 or 20 feet long, with a

valve in the bottom, which opens as soon as its projecting stem
touches the ground.

The sand-pump (Fig. 141) is an ii'on cylinder, 5 feet or more long,

with a valve in the bottom and a piston. When it is lowered to

the bottom of the hole the piston descends, and when the piston

is raised, it sucks the mud and debris into the cylinder, and they

are retained by the valve.

"When the hole has to pass through loose alluvial soil, a drive-

pipe (a a, Fig. 350) is rammed down before any true boring begins.

The drive-pipe is made of steel, -\ inch thick, and is 8j inches in



BORING. 141

diameter internally. It is supplied in lo-feet lengths, and these

are connected, like gas-pipes, by screwed sleeve couplings, 14

inches long. The first pipe is shod with a sharp steel shoe.

The drive-pipe, protected at the top by an iron cap, is rammed
down by a heavy wooden block {maul), like the ram or monkey of

a pile-driver, working between two vertical guides, and length

after length is added as it descends. The manner in which the

blow is given will be plain from the accompanying diagram (Fig.

142), in which the guides are omitted. The maul (a) hangs from a

rope or cable which passes over the crown pulley (b) at the top of

the derrick and round the shaft of the bull-wheel (c). Another
rope is attached to the crank of the band-wheel {cl), and tied to

the first rope. As the crank revolves it pulls the cable and raises

the maul, and then letting the cable go back, causes the maul to

drop.

When the pipe has been rammed down until the shoe is driven

into hard ground, the earth inside has to be removed. A
swivel-head is attached to the rope in place of the block, and to it

are screwed the sinker bar, or the auger-stem, and a bit. This is

worked up and down like the maul, save that it is rotated ; water

is poured in, and soon the earth is knocked up into mud. The
sand-pump is then lowered and the mud brought up. These
operations are repeated, and when 60 feet have been cleared in

this way the regular boring can be commenced.
The proper cable is placed upon the bull-wheel shaft, one end

brought over the crown pulley and attached to the socket, and to

this, in succession, the sinker bar, jars, auger-stem, and bit. I will

now suppose the string of drilling tools to be hanging in the hole.

The temper screw (Fig. 140, and w Fig. 133) is clamped to the cable,

and its eye hung on to the hook at the end of the walking beam,
the cable is now lowered, and the string of tools hangs from the
walking beam. The engine is set in motion, and as the band-
wheel revolves, the crank turns and causes the walking beam to

move up and down, and the bit strikes a succession of blows at

the bottom of the hole. The driller rotates the tool by turning
the clamp round and round, this causes the slack of the cable to

coil around the part below the temper screw. After a time he
turns the other way, and the coils unwind ; this process is re-

peated over and over again. As the hole deepens, the screw
above the clamp is fed out, and when it can go no farther the
clamp is loosened, and shifted higher up after the screw has been
run back.

The gravel, sand, and mud made by the chipping motion of the
bit, are removed by the sand-pump lowered and raised by the
special rope on the sand-pump reel, driven by the friction pulley.

An examination of the small fragments drawn up in the sand-

pump, tells the driller what rocks he is passing through. The
two operations, drilling and clearing out, are repeated until the
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hole has reached the required depth. At Port Clarence the hole

has to be lined with a steel tube (Fig. 350, in which the size

of the tubes is greatly exaggerated), 6^ inches in diameter in-

ternally ; for the first 150 feet from the bottom the steel is half

an inch thick, then five-sixteenths of an inch for 300 feet, and
the remainder quarter-inch thick. With the sleeve couplings

over them, they just pass down the drive-pipe. In the rock-salt

and in the 600 feet of water-bearing sandstone, the lining pipe

is perforated with holes one inch in diameter, and 1 2 inches apart

vertically.*

By the American system the cost of a brine well at Port

Clarence, 1000 feet deep, including the rig and a share of the

boiler, is ;^iooo, and it is drilled in three weeks.

Some wells bored by the diamond drill, on the other hand, cost

^3000 each, and took three months to make.

The American system presents, therefore, very great advan-

tages, especially in the case where holes have to be numerous, and
where it is not certain how long a well will retain its productive-

ness. On the other hand, in making preliminary explorations of

the rocks of a new distiict, the diamond drill may fairly claim

the superiority, because it furnishes actual cores, showing the dip,

which give a better idea of the strata than pounded fragments.

Though to English eyes the American " rig " appears rather

rough, we cannot but admire its eflectiveness, and also its suit-

ability in the case of petroleum and brine wells. The " rig " erected

for boring is utilised for pumping when the hole is completed, so

that there is no unnecessary expense in the plant. The various

parts of the " rig " are very simple in construction, and as timber

is largely used in place of metal, repairs can be done by the

master driller, without the aid of fitter or foundry.

f

Mather and Piatt's System.—Another method of boring

with the rope is that which is employed by Messrs. Mather and

Platt.J Its peculiarities are a flat rope, and a special contrivance

for rotating the chisel.

Fig. 143 represents a side elevation of one of the boring

machines.

A A, flat hempen rope 4I inches broad, by i inch thick ; B B,

boring head ; C, drum or reel for the rope, driven by the steam-

engine D ; E E, wooden or cast-iron frame ; F, guide pulley ; G,

flanged pulley carried in a fork on the top of the piston-rod of a

vertical single-acting steam-engine shown by the dotted lines.

* For the process of obtaining the salt see Chapter VI.

t Many of my figures and occasional explanations are borrowed from
the useful Illustrated Catalogue of the Oil Well Supply Co., Limited, of

Bradford and Oil City, Pennsylvania, who have furni?hed both the plant

and the drillers for the wells bored on the American system at Port
Clarence.

t W. Mather, " On Well-Boring and Pumping Machinery," Froc. Inst.

Afech. Eng., 1869, p. 278.
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J is a clamp by which the rope A is fixed while boring is

going on.

Steam is admitted below the piston (Fig. 144) raising the
pulley G ; at the end of the stroke, the exhaust valve is opened,

the steam escapes, and the piston, pulley, rope, and boring head all

drop. The exhaust port is so arranged as to leave a cushion of

steam which prevents the piston from striking the bottom of the
cylinder. The steam and exhaust valves are worked automatically

by tappets, M M, actuated by the piston-rod. The length of the
stroke can be varied from i to 8 feet by shifting these tappets.

The usual speed is 24 blows a minute.

The boring head (Fig. 145) forms a special feature of Mr.
Mather's invention. The chisels or cutters D are fixed by nuts
in the cast-iron block C ; E is a cylindrical block serving as a
guide, and F is a second or upper guide which assi.sts in

etiecting the rotation. On its circumference there are ribs

which catch in one direction ; the} are placed at an inclination,

like segments of a screw thread of very long pitch. Each
alternate plate has the projecting ribs inclined in the opposite

direction, so that one-half of the bars turn the rod round in

rising, and the other half turn it in the same direction during
the descent ; but they simply assist in producing the rotation

which is mainly secured by the contrivance represented above F.

Two cast-iron collars, G and H, are cottered to the top of

the bar B, and their deep ratchet-teeth are set exactly in line

with one another. J is a movable bush sliding upon the bar B,

and attached to the boring rope by the bow K and a short piece

of chain.

The bush J has ratchet-teeth on its upper and lower faces, but
the upper teeth are set half a tooth in advance of the lower
ones. During the ascent of the rope, the bush has the position

shown in the figure ; but when the tool strikes the blow, the
bush descends, and the centre of the inclined surface of each lower
tooth of J strikes the point of a tooth of G, and then slides down
on it, twisting J, and with it the flat rope, to the extent of half a
tooth. At the commencement of the hft the bush J receives

a further twist of half a tooth by coming against H. The flat

rope is thus twisted altogether to the extent of one tooth, and in

untwisting it tui ns the tool a like amount ; automatic rotation of

the cutters is thus secured.

P (Fig. 143) is the shell-pump, or sludger, and Q is an overhead
suspension bar by means of which it is brought over the litt'e

table R in the tank T. The screw S serves to raise the table E,

until the pump rests upon it, and on knocking out a cotter in the
rod which supports the seating of the bottom valve, the sludge is

speedily discharged.

One man can attend to all the operations of raising and lower-

ing, changing the boring tool for the shell-pump or vice ve.rsdy

K
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Fig. 145.
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and regulating the boring. Two labourers are employed to
change the cutters and clear out the shell-pump.

Cores may be cut out as in other systems of boring, and
extracted, so as to show the natui-e and dip of the strata. As the
rope is flat, cores can h^. brought up without any twist.

The flat rope method is used by Messrs. Mather and Piatt for

holes from 20 inches to 45 inches in diameter. In the case of

small holes from which no cores are required, they now adopt the
American system on account of its expeditiousness.

From what has been said it is very evident that a great diversity

of practice exists in making bore-holes, and the miner may have
some difficulty in making up his mind which system to adopt for

any given purpose. In the case of large undertakings, he usually

applies to some firm of engineers, who by long and constant expe-

rience in their art are able to guarantee success.

Surveying Bore-holes.—It is often assumed by boring engi-

neers that the holes whicii they drill are perfectly vertical ; but
experience has shown that this is not always the case. It is,

therefore, important to have some means of measuring the devia-

tion of a bore-hole from the vertical, and surveying its exact course.

A useful instrument for this purpose is Macgeorge'sclinograph.*

It consists in the main of two glass bulbs, the upper one carrying
a plummet, the lower one a magnetic needle ; both bulbs are
filled with gelatine. When hot the gelatine is liquid, and the
plummet and the needle are free to move ; when the gelatine is

cold both are set fast. The gelatine simply serves as a clamp
which will act of itself after a certain time.

The exact construction is explained by Fig. 146.f The instru-

ment consists of a cylinder terminating in a short neck
and a bulb at the bottom. In this is a magnetic needle Fig. 146.

attached to a hollow pear-shaped glass float, which will

always stand upright upon its pivot and so enable the
needle to swing round without touching the sides. A
smaller glass cylinder, with a bulb at the top, is inserted

through an air-tight cork and a brass capsule at the upper
end of the large one. Its lower end passes into a cork,

which prevents the escape of the float of the needle. , ,

The upper bulb contains a delicate plummet of glass, (2)

with diminutive hollow float at the top and a solid ball

at the bottom, which is prevented from dropping out by a delicate

grating. It is carefully adjusted to the specific gravity of the
solidifying fluid which fills the cylinders and bulbs, and is so
arranged that it will assume a vertical position whenever it is free

to move.

* "The Clinograph," Enf/meering, vol. xxxix. (1885), p. 260 "The
Diamond Dnll Clinomfeter," Jlin. Jour., vol. liii. (1883), y. 1509.

t Brough, 3line ^^urveijinrj, p. 276.
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In order to make use of these dip-recorders, or dinosiats, as

Mr. Macgeorge calls them, six are placed in a bath of warm water,

which is heated neai-ly to boiling. In the meantime a brass

cylinder is also heated by filling it several times with boiling

water, and when the clinostats have been inserted one after the

other into it, it is lowered into the bore- hole and allowed to

remain there for two or three hours. By this time the gelatine

•will have set ; the brass case is drawn up and the clinostats are

examined one by one in a special instrument designed by Mr.

Macgeorge. This has an arrangement for placing the clinostat

in exactly the same position which it occupied in the bore-hole,

and for enabling its angle of inclination and its magnetic bearing

to be measured very accurately. The mean of the six sets of

observations is then taken as representing the correct deviation.

If a bore-hole is approximately vertical, and the strata com-

paratively cool, the brass tube containing the clinostats may be

lowered with a wire rope ; but if the strata aie hot or the bore-

hole somewhat flat, i-inch iron pipe is employed for inserting

the brass case. Care is taken to interpose a distance tube of

brass between the case and the pipes, to prevent their action on

the magnets. If the bore-hole is warm, cold water is forced down
the pipe so as to flow outside the case with the clinostats, and

congeal the gelatine.

If observations are made at regular intervals, say at every loo

feet, the path of the bore-hole can be traced with great accuracy.

The apparatus may also be used over a core extractor when it

is necessary to ascertain the direction and amount of the dip

of the strata. Macgeorge employs a brass tube set excentric-

ally, and provided with a bell-mouth below. This receives the

end of the core, and the excentricity of the tube causes pressure

on one side which makes the core break ofi". The core-extractor

contains an inner tube, slotted from end to end, which expands

as the core enters it and nips it tightly.

Mr. Macgeorge gives numerous instances of ascertained deflec-

tions of bore-holes. At Scotchman's United mine, Stawell, Vic-

toria (Figs. 147 and 148), a bore-hole 370 feet deep, put down with a

diamond drill, was found to have a deviation of 37 feet 3 inches

It is calculated that ;^23ii would have been saved if the

path of the drill had been surveyed before the driving was com-

menced. At the Oriental Company's mine a bore-hole turned

out to be 60 feet 9 inches out of its proper course in a depth of

425 feet. Similar cases of deflection have been noted in bore-holes

made in Germany both by the diamond drill, and by the percussive

method.
The deviation from the vertical may likewise be recorded by

Nolten's* method, which depends upon the etching action of

* P. K., "The Deviation of Bore-holes," Colliery Gvanlian, vol. l.ii.

(18S7), p. 775-
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Figs. 147 & 148.
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Section

500 ft.

A, sliaffc ; B, supposed position of the bore-hole ; A B, level

driven out from A to strike the bore-hole ; C, actual position of

the bore-holes; D, E, F, G, drivages made in search of the bore-

hole. The section shows that if the bore-hole had been continued

to a depth of 500 feet, the deviation would have amounted to 75

feet.
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hyflroHuoric acid upon glass. A glass cylinder with a truly flat

liottom, and the sides at right angles to the base, is partly filled

with dilute hydrofluoric acid, put into a case, carefully lowered

into the hole, and allowed to remain there for half an hour. The
acid eats into the glass, which is then drawn up. The line of etching

records what was the horizontal plane when the cylinder was in

the bore-hole, and the angle between it and the flat bottom

measures the deviation from the vertical.

Trouve * has designed an electric lamp Avith a mirror set at an

angle of 45°, which is lowered into the bore-hole and gives an

image of the strata. The observer at the surface examines this

image by mears of a telescope.

* Eng. Min. Jour.^ vol. 1. (1S90), p. 4S3.
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CHAPTER IV.

BIIEAKING GROUND

Hand tools : Shovel, crow-bar, pick, wedge, saw ; tools for boring holes.

—

Excavating machinery.—Transmission of power by air, water, and
electricity.—Diggers, dredges, rock-drills, groove-cutters, tunnellers.

—Explosives and blasting.—Driving and sinking.—Fire-setting.

—

Excavating by water.

HAND TOOLS.—The kinds of ground in which mining
operations have to be carried on vary within the widest limits,

from loose quicksands to rocks which are so hard that the best

steel tools will scarcely touch them.
Shovel.—Loose ground can be removed with the shovel.

Probably some of the first digging tools were merely pointed sticks;

indeed, the Burmese workman of to-day uses an iron-shod stake

for sinking oil-wells. Shovels vary a good deal in shape and
make, according to the special purposes for which they are

employed, and also according to the fancies of the users. The
plate or blade is usually made of steel, and it is pointed in front,

so as to penetrate easily into the earth or stone that has to be

moved. A wooden handle is attached to it by a socket or two
long straps. The handle is often made of ash, and is usually

short, but in Cornwall and Devon a long one is preferred.

In dealing with clay and sticky earth it is advisable to have the

plate as smooth as possible ; the shovel vvith a hollow underneath

at the junction with the socket is objectionable for material of

this kind, because the cavity becomes choked, and the tool is then

less easily wielded. Even the projecting rivets sometimes used to

attach the socket to the plate cause a slight hindrance, which

means unnecessary waste of power. Shovels, like all other hand
tools, should be made as light as possible, consistent with strength,

in order to relieve the workmen from the unprofitable labour of

moving useless dead weight.

In the special case of peat, sharp spades are employed, which
cut through the woody fibres, and furnish lumps or sods of con-

venient form for drying and for subsequent use as fuel.

When it is desired to separate the larger stones from all finer

material, a fork with several prongs is a convenient tool.

Crowbar.—This tool is an iron lever ; it is used for prising off

blocks of stone, and for shifting them after they have been

detached.
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Pick.—What is called fair, soft, or easy ground, such as clay,

shale, decomposed clay-slate, and chalk, requires the use of the
pick and the shovel ; the pick breaks up the ground, and the shovel

serves to shift it. The pick is a tool of variable form, according

Fig. 149. Fig. 150.

Q

i

to the material operated on. Thus there are the navvy's pick, the

poll-pick, with a point and a striking end (Fig. 149), and numerous
varieties of the double-pointed pick (Fig. 150), the special tool of

the collier, but also largely used in ore and stone mining. The

Fig. 152.

-^^

blades of picks are made either of iron with steel tips, or else

entirely of steel. The latter is preferable, as it lasts so much
longer. The tip may be a point or a chisel edge. The blade is

usually eet at right angles to the hilt or handle ; but at the under-
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ground stone quarries at Bath and Weldon it is oblique, as shown
in Fig. 151. The object of this form is to enable the nainer to cut
well into the corners of the deep horizontal groove required for

excavating the stone. This pick weighs 5 lbs.

Blunted picks are sharpened by having the points heated in the
blacksmith's fire, hammered to the proper shape and tempered.
In order to save the trouble of carrying a large supply of tools,

the blade may be made separable from the hilt, and the miner
takes the blades only to the smithy when they are worn. Fig. 152
shows a pick of this description used at Mansfeld.

Two well-known forms of pick with separate blades are the
" Acme " and the " Universal " of the Hardy Patent Pick
Company.
The Acme (Fig. 153) is a pick used for " holing," or cutting a

groove in a soft rock, in which case it is advisable to have the tool

Fig. 153. Fig. '54-

as narrow as possible, in order to avoid the unnecessary work which
a broad eye would occasion. The blade is made with a notch at

the top, and a wedge makes it fast to the head ; blades vary from
i|- to 3 lbs. in weight.

The Universal (Fig. 15 4) has the large end of the shaft or handle
fitted with a cast steel or malleable iron socket; the small end is put
through the eye of the blade, which becomes firmly fixed, because
the socket and eye are carefully made to gauge. By striking the
small end of the handle on the ground the blade is loosened and
removed. Blades of various shapes may be fixed upon the same
handle, which is sometimes an advantage in remote districts.

The handles (" hilts " or " shafts ") are commonly made of ash
or hickory. In Australia and New Zealand the wattle furnishes

a light, tough, elastic, and durable wood for the handles of i)uk3
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and other tools. One of the best descriptions is the Golden Green
Wattle {Acacia decim-ens, var. mollis).

Wedge.—When the ground, though harder, is nevertheless
" jointy," or traversed by many natural fissures, the wedge comes
into play. The Cornish tool known as a gad is a pointed wedge

(Fig. 155). The so-called "pick and gad " work con-
FiG. 155. sistsin breaking away the easy ground with the point

of the pick, wedging off pieces with the gad, driven in

by a sledge or the poll of the pick, or prising them oft'

with the pick after they have been loosened by the gad.

The Saxon gad is held on a little handle, and is

struck with a hammer. It is used like the Cornish

gad for wedging oft' pieces of jointy ground, and in

former days even hard rocks were excavated by its

aid. The process consisted in chipping out a series of parallel

grooves, and then chipping away the ridges left between them.

As a method of driving levels or sinking shafts, this process is

naturally obsolete ; but it is useful on a small scale for cutting

i-ecesses (hitches) for fixing timber, for dressing the sides of levels

or shafts before putting in dams, and for doing work in places

where blasting might injure pumps or other machinery.

Saws.—Freestone is sometimes excavated by sawing. The
saws are 6 or 8 feet long, and i foot wide. The wooden handle

can be fixed so that no part
Fig. 156. projects above the saw when

^^, the tool is used close to the

—Iv Tools used for Boring
andBlasting.—We now come
to hard ground; and in this

class we have a large propor-
tion of the rocks met with by the miner, such as slate of various

kinds, hard grit and sandstone, limestone, the metamorphic schists,

granite, and the contents of many mineral veins.

Rocks of this kind are attacked by boring and blasting. The
tools employed are the auger, jumper, or borer (drill), hammer or
sledge {mallet, Cornwall), scraper and charger, tamping bar or
stemmer, pricker or needle, claying bar and crowbar.

Augers.—At English gypsum mines a tool resembling the car-

penter's shell-auger is regularly used for boring holes for blasting.

It is worked by a cross handle, and makes a hole ij inch in

diameter. Boring is done in the bituminous limestone of Seyssel

by screw-augers in a similar manner.
Elliott Drill.—Screw-augers mounted upon stands are common.

Fig. 157 represents the Elliott drill, which consists of an auger
inserted into a socket upon a feed-screw c, which woiks upon a
worm-wheel a, held fast in a ring, when the screw clamp b is

tightened. On moving a ratchet biace backwards and forwards,
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c is turnctl round, carrying the auger with it, and when the worm-
wheel is tight, it advances slowly at the same time. If a very
hard piece of rock prevents the penetration of the auger, the

worm-wheel slips in the ring, and, by suitably arranging the

tightness of the clamp h, the machine can be made to accommo-
date its advance to the nature of the rock.

The drill itself is made of a bar of twisted steel, which clears

itself of the debris to a certain extent ; when it has penetrated as

far as it will go, the clamp is loosened, enabling the feed-

screw to be drawn back rapidly without rotating at all. A longer

drill is put in, and work continued.

The light frame or standard is made in two halves, and by
shifting a pin its length can be altered to suit the height of the

Fig. 157. Fig. 158.

working place, whilst the final tightening is done by a screw at

the bottom.

Ratchet Brill.—Where even more simplicity is required, a self-

feeding ratchet drill can be employed, with a piece of timber set

up in the working place as an abutment. An auger is inserted

into a socket upon a feed-screw a (Fig. 158), working in the nut b,

attached to a long sheath. When the ratchet handle c is worked, a
revolves and at the same time advances from the feed-nut, carrying

the auger with it. The sheath is prevented from turning by
putting the eye of a pin over one of the projecting pegs at the rear

end, and allowing the pin to be brought up by the first twists against

the piece of timber. For enabling the feed-screw, after it has
advanced to its full length, to be quickly returned into the sheath,

the Hardy Patent Pick Company sometimes use Stayner's Patent
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Split Nut, instead of an ordinary nut ; when the split nut is

loosened, the feed-screw can be moved back without loss of time

in turning.

These augers worked by hand will do good work in moderately

hard ground, such as tough shale, slate, and even sandstone.

Jumper.—The simplest tool for boring holes by percussive

action is the jumper, a bar of iron tipped with steel, forged into

a chisel-shaped edge. It is struck against the rock, and turned

a little at each blow, and in this way chips out a cylindrical

hole.

Fig. 159 represents the jumper used in the lead bearing sand-

stone at Mechernich, made of a bar of iron | inch in diameter,

and 7 to 10 feet in length. As the rock is soft, the cutting edge

can be made wide and sharp. The exact angle of the actual

cutting edge of a jumper which I measured was 42° ; the final

sharpening is done with a file. At the open workings for iron-

stone in Northamptonshire, the edge comes to a point in the

middle (Fig. i6o).

The jumper used in the Festiniog slate mines (Fig. 161) has a

swelling in the middle, and both ends are sharpened ; the shoi-t

end serves for beginning a hole, the lai-ge one for completing it.

The ordinary sharpening is done by heating the end red-hot, and
filing it to the desired form while the jumper is held in a vice. It

is allowed to cool gradually, and then is heated again in the forge,

hardened in water and tempered.

The jumper for boring h()lps at any angle in the rock-salt of

Cheshire has a swelling in the middle, and tapers gradually to

each end.

The jumper of the Cleveland ironstone miner (Fig. 162) has the

swelling at one end, and will bore holes at any angle. Like the

Festiniog tool, it is sharpened by being hammered into shape, and
finally filed when hot,

Bm'ers.—When the rocks are harder, and also in situations

where a jumper cannot be wielded, the miner must have recourse

to the borer or drill, which is simply a steel chisel (Fig. 163).

The steel is brought to the mine in the form of round or

octagonal bars, and is cut up by the mine smith into pieces of

the required length ; one end is forged into a chisel-shaped

edge, the exact shape and degree of sharpness varying according

to the hardness of the rock. For hand-drilling the steel is usually

I inch to 1 inch in diameter, but | inch or even \ inch steel is

sometimes used. The old plan of making the drill of iron, and
welding on a piece of steel for the cutting edge {bit), is almost
extinct in this country.

The shape of the bit of the hand drills used at Minera mine,
North Wales, is shown in Figs. 164 and 165, the angle of the
edge being 84° The drills used with the compressed air machines
at Minera are lather blunter than a right angle. At a limestone
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quarry, near the mine, the drills have two cutting edges arranged
in step-fashion.

Drills for hard rocks are sharpened entirely at the forge; tlie

cutting edge is hammered into the desired shape on the anvil

while red-hot, and then hard-
FiGS. 164 & 165. ened to suit the particular

requirements of the user. In

a
many cases the desired temper
is obtained by plunging the

tool when at a blood-colour

into cold water, and allowing

it to remain there ; but for

soft rock the tool will work
efficiently after the hardness

has been reduced by anneal-

ing. In the case of slate the

smith heats the end of the

jumper to blood-colour, and just dips the edge into water for a

few seconds. He now watches its colour as it cools down, and
stops the annealing or tempering action by plunging the tool into

cold water when a certain shade of blue has been reached. Some
smiths rub the edge of the tool upon a piece of board with a little

sand, in order to be able to follow the changes of hue with pre-

cision.

Before the introduction of machines, as many as fifty drills

were sometimes blunted in boring a hole 2 feet deep by hand at

an iron pyrites mine in Carnarvonshii'e. This is an exceptional

case, but nevertheless the importance of having a good smith at a

mine where much sharpening has to be done cannot be over-

estimated.

A tool called a " bull " is employed in boring holes in tough
hfematite and tough clay in some districts. It is a bar pointed at

one end and provided with an eye at the other. It is driven into

the ore with a sledge, and by putting another bar through the

eye it can be witlidrawn without difficulty. There is practically

no difference between it and the claying bar (-Fig. 172).

Hammers.—The hole is bored by striking the drill with a

hammer or sledge, and turning it after each blow. Boring is

said to be single-handed if the miner holds the drill in one hand
and wields the hammer with the other ; whilst it is called double-

handed when one man strikes and another turns Sometimes

there are two men to strike, one after the other, whilst a thiixl

n)an tuins the drill.

In starting a hole a short drill is chosen, and longer ones are

taken as the hole is deepened ; the smith is cnref ul to make
the cutting edges [bits) diminish slightly in width as the boilers

increase in length, because the hole gradually deci-eases in

diameter as the tool wears. The bore-hole is therefore not a true
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cylinder, but a frustum of a very elongated cone. It may even
happen that, owing to the manner in which the miner has turned
his borer, the section of the hole forms a triangle and not a circle.

The deep holes bored for quarrying granite invariably btconr.e

triangular after a small depth has been reached ; but

the sides are straighter and the corners less sharp Fig. i66.

than shown in Fig. i66, which represents a shape

sometimes seen in slate.

Boring hammers and sledges are almost universally

made of steel ; but until comparatively lately iron

hammers with a steel face or pane were common,
and even in some districts the head of the hammer was made
entirely of iron, which was worn into a deep hole by the end of

the hard steel drill.

The hammers for single handed boring vary in weight from
2 to 6 or 7 lbs. The hammers used by the Festiniog miners and
quarrymen weigh from 5^^ to 7 lbs (Fig. 167). The handle is 10 to

1 2 inches long. In some districts the head is curved slightly, so

Fig. 167.

as to follow the circle in which it is swung. A good miner should
be able to wield the hammer with either hand, because he may
have to put in a hole close to either side of a level or stope ; he
should also be able to strike upv/ards, because occasions arise
where a hole bored in this manner will be far more advantageous
for removing rock than one bored downwards.
The double-handed boring hammer or sledge {mallet, Cornwall)

weighs from 6 to 10 lbs. or more, and the handle is 2 feet or more
long (Fig. 168). If swung round by good hands, it strikes a very
powerful blow.

In a rock-boring competition in Cornwall* a few years ago, thrre
men from Tincroft mine, two striking and one turning, bored a
hole 13 inches deep in hard granite in 6 minutes 43 seconds,

* The West BrHon, Aug. 9, iSSS.
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making 91 blows per minute; three men from Dolcoatli bored

I2| inches in 7 minutes 18 seconds, making 130 blows pei- minute,

whilst a like number from Carn Brea bored 12^ inches in 8 minutes

with 117 blows per minute. The Tincroft men
Fig. 168. slung the sledge round, the others did not. The

drills used were made of steel, i inch in diameter ;

but there was no restriction as to the size or shajie

of the bit. Of course these results are simply use-

ful as showing what can be done under very favour-

,
able circumstances, and for a very short time.

fS ftll^ If the hole is directed downwards, the miner
throws in a little water and boies the rock wet. A
ring of rope or leather put round the drill prevents

the water from splashing him. The water serves

three purposes : it renders the boring easier by
holding the fine particles in suspension instead of

their lying at the bottom of the hole ; it keeps the

tool cool, which makes it last longer, and it prevents

dust, which would otherwise be breathed by the

miner and tend to cause lung disease. In places

where miners are paid by the depth bored, a higher

price per inch is sometimes given for holes bored dry than for

those bored wet. The depth bored varies with the rock, and the

nature of the excavation ; but in driving levels in the ordinary

way by hand, the depth is commonly from iS inches to 3 feet.

Scraper.—From time to time the miner draws out the sludge

with a " swab-stick," or the dust with a scraper. The former is

a wooden stick with the fibres at one end frayed into a sort cf

mop ; the latter is a little disc at the end of a metal rod. For

removing small bits of stone a rude syringe, called a " gun," is

occasionally employed ; it is a piece of gaspipe, or an old gun-

barrel, fitted with an iron piston made tight by hemp. It also

serves for flushing out " uppers."

The accessory tools required subsequently for charging the hole,

are the tamping-bar or stemmer, pricker or needle, charging-spoon,

cartridge stick, and claying-bar.

Tamping-bar.—The tamping-bar or stemmer is a rod of wood,

iron, copper or bronze, or iron shod with copper, and it is used

Fig. 169.

for ramming in clay, pounded slate, sind, or the dust from the

bore-hole or other suitable material upon the explosive, and so

causing a i-esistance sufiicient to make the gases generated by the

blast rend the rock in the manner required.

The tamping-bar (Fig. i6g) is sometimes a plain metal rod, Avith

a little swelling at the striking end, but often a groove is left to
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lessen the chance of injuring the fuse; the use of this groove is

more apparent when the pricker is employed.

Pricker.—The pricker or needle (Fig. 170) is a slender tapering
rod of copper or bronze with a ring at the large end. It is used

Fig. 170.

• 4.6"— \

for maintaining a hole in the tamping through which the charge

can be fired by a squib, rush or straw.

Charging-spoon. — The charging-spoon is a hollow half-

cylinder of copper or zinc, at the end of a copper or wooden rod,

which is used for introducing loose gunpowder into holes which

Fig. 171.

are more or less horizontal. The scraper and spoon are often

combined (Fig. 171). In the Festiniog slate mines, a copper tube

5 feet long, with an expanded mouth, is sometimes used for putting

a second charge of gunpowder to the bottom of a hole which has
simply produced a rent, without severing the block of slate from
the working face.

Under the Coal Mines Regulation Act of 1887, prickers,

scrapers, chargers and stemmers must not be made of iron or steel

;

the Metalliferous Mines Act, 1872, likewise prohibits iron or steel

prickers, but allows iron stemmers, provided they are not used in

the early part of the operation of tamping.
Cartridge Stick.—T\\q cartridge stick is a smooth cylinder of

wood, around which paper is bent in order to make cases for

holding gunpowder or the tamping material, when these have to

be inserted into holes which have a very decided upward inclina-

tion. The paper is fastened by a little pitch softened in the
miner's candle. One advantage of cartridges for all holes is the
absence of danger from grains sticking to the sides ; when powder
is put in loose, a premature explosion may happen from such
grains being ignited during the process of tamping and conveying
file to the charge.

Fig. 172.

Claying-bar.—The claying-bar (Fig. 172) is a smooth rod of
steel a, expanded at one end into an eye c. It was used formerly
for lining wet holes with clay, and so i^endering them temporarily

L
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Avatertight, and fit for holding a charge of gunpowder. Lumps
of clay were put into the wet hole, and the claying iron was driven
in by blows on the head b, forcing the clay into every fissure. By
putting an iron bar through the eye, it could easily be twisted and
withdrawn. Nowadays wet holes are almost invariably charged
with some nitro-glycerine explosive, and the claying-bar is rarely
required.

Rending Holes.—Where a stone can be made to rend along
certain lines, cost may be saved by shaping the holes so as to start

^7^^- Fig.

Fig.

the rifts in the desired directions. This is the principle of the
Knox* system of blasting employed at the sandstone quarries of

Portland, Conn., and elsewhere in the United States. A round
hole (Fig. 173) is drilled by hand or by machine, and then two
V-shaped grooves (Fig. 174) are cut down with a reamer (Fig.

175) in the line of the proposed rift. The tool I

found in use at Berua, Ohio, is slightly different

in shape, but acts in the same way. The hole,

when fired, produces a crack or rift in the direction

AB. Several holes may be bored in a line if neces-

sary, and fired simultaneously by electricity. The
Githen system, lately adopted by the Ingersoll-Ser-

geant Rock Drill Company, goes a step further ; for

machine drills are now being made which will bore
holes with an elongated section in one operation.

USE OF MACHINERY FOR BREAKING
GROUND.—One of the greatest improvements in

the art of mining during the last quarter of a cen-

tur}?^ has been the introduction of machines instead

of human power, for performing some of the most
laborious work in mining ; the mine-owner is able

to have work done more quickly and more cheaply,

and the working miner is relieved from severe toil

under unfavourable conditions.

The power may be generated on the spot, or can
be transmitted undergi-ound from prime moveis

on the surface.

As means of generating power on the spot we may turn to

steam, water, or petroleum.

* Saunders, " Dimension Stone Quarrying.—The Blasting Process
"'

Trans. Amer. Soc. C.E , vol. xxv. (Nov. 1891), p. 504.
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Though boring machines in open quarries are often worked by
steam supplied from small boilers which can be moved about on
trucks, appliances of this kind are out of the question in most
underground workings, on account of the nature and small size of

the excavations, the inconvenience and danger caused by the

fire and heat, and the trouble of getting rid of the products of

combustion and of the exhaust.

Power can be obtained by bringing down water in pipes from
the surface, or fi^om overlying sti'ata in which it is dammed back
by a watertight lining (tubbing). This method has the advantage
of requiring no plant except the pipes, but there is the disadvan-

tage that the water must be pumped up again, unless the workings

are drained by an adit level. However, it may be cheaper and
easier to work the ordinary pvimps a little faster than to erect

special air-compressing machines. Hydraulic power has the dis-

advantage, compared with pneumatic power, of not ventilating the

workings ; and in certain cases, when the floor is soft and clayey,

or composed of rock-salt or saliferous marls, the flow of water
would be objectionable.

The petroleum engine, an invention of modern times, is already

in use in mines, not only for breaking ground, but also for

pumping and hauling. It resembles a gas engine, save that

the explosive mixture is produced by heating a spray of petroleum
and air. It is found that the consumption of ordinary mineral
oil is decidedly less than i pint per brake horse-power per hour

;

reckoning the oil at 5^d. per gallon, the cost of a brake horse-power
per hour is less than |d. The danger which these machines would
introduce into some mines is self-evident, and they are not fitted for

use in breaking ground unless the workings are of a nature to allow

them to be moved about on rails. In the particular case of the thick

bed of Cleveland ironstone, they ai-e employed with advantage.

TRANSMISSION OF POWER.—The generation power
in the working place itself is exceptional, and the problem
usually to be solved is how best to transmit the power of steam
or hydraulic engines at the suiface to the machines employed
underground.
Power is transmitted in mines in six different ways

:

(l^ By rods. (4) By air.

(2) By ropes. (5) By water.

(3) By steam. (6) By electricity.

Rods of wood or iron are chiefly employed in the case of pump-
ing machinery, and ropes in the case of hauling machinery, both
of which will be referred to in later chapters.

Steam generated by boilers above ground, and conveyed by
pipes under ground, does not commend itself for driving machines
at the working faces in mines. The drawbacks to its employment
are the loss of pressure through condensation in the pipes, the
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inconvenience and danger of leaks, the discomfort of the heat,

and the trouble of the exhaust steam. The first defect may be

considerably lessened by carefully jacketing the pipes.

There remain, then : air, water, and electricity, all of which are

in actual practical use at the present time.

Air.—The transmission of power by compressed air has the

immense advantage that the exhaust escaping from the machines
benefits the ventilation of the mine ; theie is, on the other hand,

the drawback of considerable loss of power.

Mr. Sturgeon* estimates that where the air is used without

re- heating and without expansion, the engine worked by the air

will develop only 31-9 per cent, of the power of the engine

used in compressing it. In some actual cases where the efliciency

has been tested practically, the loss of power has been far

greater than even the 68" i per cent, calculated by Mr. Sturgeon.

Professor Kennedy f found by experiments upon the transmission

of power by compressed air in Paris (Popp's system), that the

efficiency with cold air was 39 per cent. ; in other words, it re-

quired 26 indicated horse-power at the central station to produce i

indicated horse-power at the motor.

Air compressors are simply force-pumps, but the ingenuity of

inventors has been largely exercised in order to overcome the

shortcomings of the pneumatic mode of transmitting power.

Attempts have been made especially to combat the loss of

efficiency caused by the clearance spaces and by the heating of

air when compressed. The effects of these two drawbacks are

readily understood. Suppose the piston of an air-compressing

cylinder to have reached one end of its course, the air in the

cleai-ance space on the compressing side is at the pressure pro-

duced by the machine ; when the piston reverses its stroke,

this air expands, and the admission valves will not open until its

pressure has been reduced to a point just below that of the

atmosphere. The first part of the stroke is therefore inefiective,

and the greater the clearance, the greater is the difference between
the theoretical volume of air, calculated from the diameter and
stroke of the piston, and that actually delivered into the reservoir.

However, from a mechanical point of view, the power required to

compress the air in the clearance space is nearly all returned by
its expansion when the piston changes its direction.

The loss of efficiency due to heating is felt in two w^ays : the

power expended in producing heat is wasted, and the hotter the

air the smaller is the actual quantity delivered by each stroke

of the compressor. This latter evil may be lessened by various

methods of cooling, and we are thus led to the following classifi-

cation of air-compressors

:

* " The Birmingham Compressed-air Power Scheme." Paper read before

the British Association. Birmingham, 1886, p. 15.

t Hep. Brit. Assoc, 1889, p. 456.
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I. Water-column compressors.

II. Injection compressors.

III. Dry compressors.

I. Water-column Compressors.—The machines of this class have
the advantage of using a cold surface for compressing, which
.absorbs the heat of the air with which it is in contact. They also

get rid of the drawback of clearance or dead spaces, for the water
can be made to expel all the air at each stroke, and, lastly, there

can be no escape of^air past the piston. An early form was that

of Sommeiller,* and Ang-trom'sf compressor, used with success in

Sweden in the infancy of rock-drills, was one of the same type.

It consisted of two vertical barrels, connected at the bottom, and
each provided at the top with an inlet and an outlet valve. The
barrels were filled with water in such a manner that the up and
down motion of the piston forced the air out or drew it in,

according as the column was being made to rise or sink. The
piston made only four strokes a minute.

Hanarte's compressor (Fig. 176), now employed in France and
Belgium, has a piston B travelling horizontally like that of Som-

meiller, but the upright portions A A, instead of being cylinders,

are paraboloids ; C C are the inlet valves, and D is one of the
outlet valves. This arrangement allows a greater number of

strokes per minute, because the speed of the water diminishes
as it rises, although the speed of the piston may be uniform, and
also because the area of the cooling surface increases in proportion
to the amount of heating generated by compression. A Hanarte
compressor erected at BlanzyJ in 1887 could not be driven at

more than 24 strokes a minute, and gave some tiouble from
frequent repairs of the valves. Like other machines of this cIhss,

it also had the defect of dashing a little water through the valves,

but on the whole it worked satisfactorily.

• Figured in Hughes' Text-Book of Coal 31mhir/, p. 49.
t C. Le Neve Foster, "An Account of Bergstiom's Boring Machine, now

in use at the Pcrsberg Mines, Sweden," Tram. Min. Assoc. Cornwall and
Devon, 1867, p. 7.

X Mathet, Vair comjvime aux mines de Blanzy. Saint Etienne, 1SS9,

pp. 15, 24.
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II. Injection Coinj^ressors.—In the injection compressors, water

is being constantly introduced in order to absorb heat from the

air, and at the same time it has the efi'ect of partly or completely

filling up the clearance spaces, and of so still further contributing

to the effective working of the machine. It is either drawn iu

through the admission valves, or, better, it is forced in as a spray.

In a tinely divided state it will naturally act more efficaciously in

a short time, which is of the utmost importance with a quick-

working compressor.

Figure 177 represents one form of a Dubois and Francois

injection compressor. A is the piston, B B are the two inlet

Fig. 177.

valves, and C C the two outlet valves. D D are pipes bringing in

water, which is injected as a spray into the cylinder.

It has been found in many cases that, though the spray
undoubtedly has a cooling effect, its use is coupled with the dis-

advantage that the piston and cylinder wear rapidly ; therefore
many engineers are of the opinion that it is better to put up with
a slight imperfection in the cooling, than to have a loss of

efficiency through a badly fitting piston.

III. Dry Comp7-essors.—Very many compressors are worked
dry, and the air is cooled by its contact with the surface of the
sides or ends of the cylinder, which are prevented from getting
hot by the circulation of cold water outside them.
Among the dry compressors may be mentioned that of Burck-

hardt and Weiss, of Bale, which was in favour at Blanzy* in 1889,
on nccount of certain advantages which it possesses over other
forms of machines, especially the great speed at which it can be
worked, the delivery of a dry air, and the suppression of the evil

caused by clearance. The benefit of a rapid stroke is that a small
machine, costing less money, occupying less space, moi-e easily

Mathet, op. cit. p. 24. Further details concerning this compressor
will be found in a pamphlet issued by the tirm for the Paris Exhibition,
1S89, and in the Ecimc Universelk dcs Jlincs ct de la JHcUdlonjie, 1SS9,

p. 279 ; 1S90, p. 202.
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transported, and more cheaply erected, does as much work as a
large machine driven slowly. Great speed of working is rendered
possible by effecting the distribution of the air by a slide-valve

worked mechanically, instead of having valves which open and shut
automatically, owing to the difference of pressure on their faces

;

and the injurious effect of clearance is greatly reduced by having
a small passage in the slide-valve, which puts both sides of the
piston into communication with each other at the end of every
stroke. Consequently, when the direction of the piston is reversed,

it at once begins to draw in air, instead of having the first part of

its course ineffective, as is the case with many compressors. It
must be pointed out, however, that the increase in the volumetric
delivery of air effected in this manner is carried out at the expense
of a certain amount of power. As already explained, the power
required for compressing the air in the clearance space is not
entirely thrown away in the ordinary machines ; a part, at all

events, is stored up for a moment, and helps the piston in its

course as soon as the stroke is reversed. In the Burckhardt and
Weiss compressoi- this power is wasted. The cooling arrangements
of this machine have been very carefully studied. A current of
cold water is made to circulate not only around the cylinder as
usual, but also at both ends, a matter of importance, because it is

precisely at the ends that the heating is greatest, and that there
is the greatest need of refrigeration. The piston and the slide-

valve are kept greased with oil delivered drop by drop from one of
Weiss's sight-feed lubricators.

l^iG. 178.

The
, long experience of the Ingcrsoll-Sergeant Rock Drill

Company * has led them to adopt the compressor shown in Fig.

1 78. It has a double-acting air cylinder, with an inlet valve a on

each face of the piston. Fig. 179 is a perspective view of one of

Caunders, CuiiqjrcsKcd Air Prodadion. New York, 1S91, p. 22.
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Fig.

these ring-shaped valves. The compressed air leaves the cylinder
by the valves h h (Fig. 178); c c are grooves turned in the ends
of the cylinder which receive the projecting parts of the valves on
the piston, and so enable the clearance to be reduced to a minimum.

The cylinder is kept cool by the circulation

of water through the spaces d and e, and,

save where there is the outlet valve, the
whole of each end participates in the re-

frigeration by means of the water-jackets,

d d. The action of the compressor is simple.

The air enters the piston by the tail pipe
which is attached to it, and, according to the
direction of the stroke, opens one or other of

the ring-valves leading into the cylinder. When the direction of

the stroke is reversed, this air is compressed, opens one of the

valves, h, and passes out aty*.

For very high pressures it may be advisable to use compound
machines ; that is to say, machines in which the compression is

effected in two cylindeis instead of one. The air is first partly

compressed in a large cylinder, and, passing into a smaller one, is

brought to the required high pressure. For the pressures ordinarily

used in mining, say 50 to 70 lbs. per square inch, compound com-
pressor's are not, as a rule, thought necessary.

The usual type of air compressor used at mines is illustrated by
the diagi-am, Fig. 180. A A are the two steam cylinders, B the

fly-wheel, and C C the two air cylinders. It is sometimes thought

Fig. I So.
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more economical to make the engine compound, and in that case

one of the two cylinders takes the steam at high pressure and the

other at low pressure, after it has somewhat expanded.

A point often neglected is the state of the air supplied to the

compressor. The Ingersoll-Sergeant Company are quite right in

insisting that the air should be taken where it is as dry, cold, and
free from dust as possible.

In order to secure uniformity of pressure and get rid of water

and impurities, the air is led from the compressor into a reservoir,

often an egg-ended boiler ; it should be provided with a safety-

valve, a pressure gauge, and alco with a cock for letting off the
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water which collects gradually, especially in the case of wet com-

pressors. Sometimes a gauge is added in order to indicate the

height to which the water rises.

Several underground reservoirs have been constructed at Mans-
feld.* One is a chamber 10 m. long, 1-5 m. wide, and 1-5 m. high

at the mouth, and then enlarged to 3 m. wide by 2*2 m. high.

All loose stone was carefully removed, and the walls were plastered

over, first with cement, and then with a mortar made of equal

parts of cement and sand. A brick dam was erected in the con-

tracted mouth of the bottle-like chamber, and in order to make it

thoroughly air-tight, a space 2 inches wide was left in tlie middle,

and filled up with cement.

The dam is provided with a drain-pipe, a (Fig. 181), just above

the floor, and a manhole pipe, b, 20 inches (o'5 m.) in diameter

clear; tZ and e are two of the four pipes taking the compressed

Fig. 181.
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supply than those at a distance. A third advantage is the puri-

lication of the air, which deposits moisture, particles of dust, and

lubricants. Lastly, an underground reservoir cannot explode.

The compressed air of a surface reservoir is conveyed into the

mine by mains. They are often made of cast-iron with flange

Fig. 1S2. Figs. 183 & 184.

n3v
^

Fig. 1 85.

joints of some kind. Fig. 182 gives the joint used by Mathet at

Blanzy for the pipes going down the shaft, which are 4I inches

(120 mm.) in diameter inside. The joint is made air-tight by an
india-rubber washer, placed in the groove shown in the \ipper

flange, which is squeezed tight when the two flanges are drawn
together by five bolts. Tlie manner in which the pipe is sup-

ported in the shaft is rendered plain by Figs. 183 and 184 (the

dimensions are in millimetres). Cross-beams are put in at intervals

of about 100 yards, and the pipe is further kept in place by iron

el.iujps driven into the brick lining of the pit every 20 yards.
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Messrs. Eadie & Sons have several joints for lap-welilocl wrought-

iron and steel pipes used in conveying air, steam and water, among
vrhich maybe specially mentioned the one represented in Fig. 185.

In this case each end of the tube is turned up so as to form a

small flange, after a loose ring has been slipped on. The loose

rings are made with spigot and faucet, which can be diawn
together by four bolts, and thus made to squeeze an india-rubber

washer placed between the two pipes. Joints of this description

are very easily and quickly made, and are found to remain staunch

;

they, therefore, commend themselves to the miner. The
lap-welded wi'ought-iron and steel tubes have the advantage of

lightness and cheapness, and as they are tested to at least 700
lbs. per square inch they are fully strong enough to stand far

greater pressures than are met with in the air-mains of mines.

In America the line of welding is sometimes spiral instead of

longitudinal ; and in this country Rylands' glass-lined iron pipe,

3 inches in diameter internally, has been chosen in one case for

the sake of lessening the friction.

The air-compressors furnishing supplies to the Chapin Mine,
Michigan, are situated at a distance of three miles from the work-
ings, in order to take advantage of the Quinnesec Falls as a source

of power. The main leading from the compressors is a riveted

pipe made of |-inch wrouglit-iron, 24 inches in diameter, in lengths

of 48 feet, and having expansion joints every ten lengths.

For branches conveying air from the mains to the actual work-
ing places, gas-pipe with screwed sockets is largely employed.

Finally, when the machine has to be shifted continually, there is

a piece of india-rubber hose, which should be covered in some
way, so as to prevent its being unnecessarily worn wlien being

dragged about over rough surfaces. Wire wound round the hose

adds greatly to its durability. Flexible metallic tubing has been
used with success in the place of india-rubber hose.

Water.—Force-pumps at the surface are made to drive water
through pipes to places underground where hydraulic engines are

worked by its pret^sure. They may be aided by an accumulator;
that is to say, a cylinder into which the water is forced so as to

lift a plunger supporting a heavy weight. The accumxdator
serves to regulate the load upon the engine working the force-

pump, and to store up power while the mining machinery happens
to be idle. It acts, in fact, like the reservoir used with an air-

compressor. A second method of utilising power at the surface

consists in di^awing off water in pipes from the rising main of the

pumps. In both these cases any natural fall of the water adds its

efl'ect to that produced by the engine above ground.
Hydraulic power has the gieat convenience, therefore, that it is

sometimes obtainable without any extra plant being required.

The water, after having done its work, runs out naturally if the

workings arc above an adit, but has to be pumped up if they are
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below it. However, it may be cheaper and easier to woi^k tlie

pump a little faster than to erect special air-compressing plant.

Hydraulic power has the disadvantage, compared with pneumatic
power, of not ventilating the workings, and, as already pointed
out, of being objectionable with certain rocks.

Electricity.—This method consists in driving a dynamo by any
available power at the surface, and then conducting the current
by wires to an electric motor underground. The possibility of

conveying power by wires is an immense convenience to the miner.
'L'he advantages, compared with transmission by air or water, are

that it is much easier to fix wires than pipes ; wires occupy much
less room, and do not suffer like pipes from movements of the
I'ocks due to the workings. Like water, but unlike compressed
air, electricity does not assist in ventilating the working place,

and in fiery mines there may be danger from sparks.

Messrs. L. & C. Atkinson, in speaking of electric transmission,

in a very useful paper,* lately read before the Institute of Civil

Engineers, say :
" It will be seen that an efiiciency of 67 per cent,

can readily be obtained even when transmitting nearly 100 h.-p.

to a distance of more than two miles, and without any attempt
being made to get specially good results, the whole plant being
such as can be worked by unskilled men."
The following table has been prepared by Messrs. Atkinson to

show the relative cost of transmitting power by compressed air

and by electricity :
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the work done in pumping and hauling by the electric motor,

and the work given out by the steam engine at the surface—is

as much as from 43 to 48 %

.

Making every allowance for the fact that these figures are

given by avowed advocates of electricity, it undoubtedly seems that

compressed air is at a disadvantage as regards cost and efficiency

when compared with its youngest rival.

A combination of electricity and compressed air has been

found advisable in some cases. The power is transmitted under-

ground by electricity to motors which drive small air-compressors

placed in the vicinity of the working places where percussive

drills are required.

Hitherto the principal applications of electrical transmitting

plant have been for pumping, winding, and hauling, and little

has been done in the way of machines for breaking ground ; but
rotary and percussive drills driven by electricity are already

beginning to be employed.

EXCAVATING MACHINERY.—The machines used for

excavating may be classified as follows ;

(i) Diggers.

(2) Dredges.

(3) Drills for boring holes for blasting or wedging.

(4) Machines for cutting grooves.

(5) Machines for excavating complete tunnels.

I. Steam Digger.—The steam nawy, though specially the
machine of the railway or canal engineer, must not be forgotten

by the miner, who has to excavate large quantities of com-
paratively soft deposits near the surface, or to remove overburden
such as sand, gravel, stiff clay, or chalk. After a preliminary

shattering by blasting, even hard rock may be shovelled up by
these machines.

Among them we may mention Dunbar & Rusfon's Steam Navvy*
(Fig. 186), largely used in making the Manchester Ship Canal. It

is a steam crane which brings a bucket, armed with teeth and a
sharp edge, against the side of the excavation, draws it up and
drops its contents into a railway waggon. The figure needs but
little explanation. A is the vertical boiler giving steam to two
cylinders, one of which is shown at B. These are made to work
drums for raising and lowering the bucket 0, by the chain D,
or for turning the jib G.

In order to work the navvy the bucket is lowered till the
handle E is vertical ; it is then brought against the bottom of

the working face, and drawn up by the chain D; the teeth
enter the earth and open the way for the cutting edge. The
bucket fills itself, is swung over the waggon by the jib, and

• Minh.g Journal, vol. Iviii (iTSS), p. 1242.
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emptied by pulling the cord H. It closes automatically when
lowered.

The depth of the cut depends upon the length of the radius given

to the circular arc described by the cutting tool. The radius,

and therefore the cut, can be altered by a man, standing at the

foot of the jib-post, who works the chain F ; this actuates a
pinion gearing into a rack upon the bucket handle E.

The navvy requires three men, one attending to the raising

and lowering of the bucket and swinging of the jib ; a second
regulating the depth of the cut and the discharge, and lastly a

Fig. iS6.

fireman. Each bucket contains i to i| cubic yards, and
three buckets will fill a contractor's waggon. In ten hours this

machine will excavate and load from 700 to 1000 cubic yards of

earth.

When all the earth within reach has been excavated, the jack
screws are loosened and the machine made to propel itself forward
on the rails a few feet.

A somewhat similar machine is Wilsons Steam Crane Excavator,

It is a 10 ton steam crane to which a digging bucket can
speedily be attached. The machine can therefore be used as a
crane or as a digger, as occasion requires.

This is also possible with the Whittaker Excavator, which, like

the two previous steam navvies, has been used for making the

Manchester Ship Canal.

Steam diggers are much used by miners and quai'riers in the
United States, and especially the machines made by the Mai'ion

and the Bucyrus Steam Shovel Companies, which in principle

resemble the Dunbar and Ruston Navvy. The Earnhardt Steam
Shovel of the former company is employed in the Mesabi Range,
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Minn., and in other places, for stripping off overburden and for

excavating iron ore, and the Bucyrus Company applies its digger

with success to auriferous gravel, instead of washing it down by
the hydraulic process.

Besides serving as true excavating machines, these steam
shovels are found economical for loading ore from stcck piles into

railway waggons.
Another kind of digger may be spoken of as a dry dredge ; a

machine of this class, made by a Liibeck Company,* is in use,

among other places, at a large openwork where brown coal is

being worked near Briihl, between Bonn and Cologne. The
excavating part of this steam digger consists of a long arm with

a chain of buckets, like those of a dredge, which are brought
successively against the face of the overburden and then carry the

gravel into a hopper ; side-tipping waggons are run under this

hopper and quickly filled by opening a door.

The pulley which makes the endless belt of buckets revolve is

set in motion by friction gear, so that there is no fear of a break-

age, even when a bucket comes against some very hard place in

the overburden which it cannot penetrate. The arm carrying the
buckets can be raised and lowered as required.

Theoretically this machine will excavate 1000 cubic metres

(1300 cubic yards) in ten hours; the actual work is stated to be

about 700 cubic metres (915 cubic yards) in that time.

The Bucyrus Steam Shovel Company likewise makes a machine
of this type.

II. Dredges.—The beds of rivers and lagoons, and even sea

beaches and bottoms, sometimes contain minerals which can be

excavated by dredges like those used for improving harbours.

There are three types :

—

(i) Bucket dredges.

(2) Grab dredges.

{3) Suction dredges.

I. Bucket Dredges.—^Kincaid k McQueen's machine (Fig. 187),
used with success upon the Molyneux river,t Xew Zealand, is a
big barge, 66 feet long, with an endless chain of buckets and a
pontoon on each side. The total width of the barge and two
pontoons is 26 feet.

The buckets are worked by a steam-engine upon the barge,

which also drives a cylindrical screen for separating any large

stones. The engine is a vertical inverted compound steam-engine,
with cylinders of 12 inches and 22 inches diameter respectively,

and 18 inches stroke, w^orking at a pressure of 60 lbs. per square
inch.

* Liibecker Mascbinenbau Gesellschaft."
t Mines tSlutement. By the Winisrer of Mines, the Hon. W. J. LI.

Larnach, C.M.G. Delivered July 6, 1886, p. 17.
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The buckets can be made to raise as much as 150 tons of stuff

per hour, and to excavate to a depth of 25 feet below the level of

the water. A steam winch serves for raising and lowering each

of the dredging ladders, or frames, carrying the endless chains of

buckets, and also for working the mooring chains.

A dredge of a similar kind has been used on the river Oreo, in

Piedmont,* for the purpose of excavating an auriferous alluvium

in order to extract gold from it, and with the further object of

preventing floods by straightening the course of the river and
embanking it.

The dredge has an engine of 50 h.-p., and is said to be capable

of raising 3200 cubic yards of alluvium (2500 cubic metres) in 22

hours. It can excavate to a depth of 26 feet (8 m.).

2. A grab dredge consists of a single hemispherical or semi-

cylindrical vessel, which is made so that it opens when lowered,

fills itself on touching the earth and closes as soon as it is raised.

The raising and lowering are done by a crane. The semi-cylindrical

bucket may be armed with teeth ; it descends with the teeth open
and is drawn up with them closed.

Bruce & Batho make some of their grabs with three or four

sharp blades, like very pointed spades, which close upon being

lifted, and form a hemispherical bucket. A somewhat similar

grab dredge has been employed for stripping off the overburden
from a bed of auriferous gravel in California.t

The Priestman Grab dredger has been used for excavating the

* Gazzettadi Torin% May 11, 1886.

t Eiyhth Annual Report of the titute Mlncralog'st, for the, year iSSS,

Sacrameiito, 18SS, p. 100.
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auriferous gravel of the river Nechi and its tributaries in the

United States of Colombia (Fig. 188), and it likewise servos as

jhafts.

Fig. 1S8.

3. The Suction dredge may be described very shortly as a cen-

trifugal pump arranged to draw up sand and gravel with the
water. It is placed upon a barge, and the suction pipe can
be lowered, raised, or moved from one side to the other, so as
to attack any part of the sea or river-bottom. A Welman
dredge of this type,* used for excavating the ocean beach at the
mouth of the Waipapa Creek, has suction and delivery pipes 1

2

inches in diameter. It appears to be doing excellent work where
the bulk of the material to be treated consists of sand and fine

shingle. The beach is reckoned to yield about 3 grains of gold
per ton, whilst the working expenses are only 2 grains per ton.

III. Rock Drills.—Most of the machine drills have a per-
cussive action, but a few are rotary; for StapfF pointed out some
years ago that if a rock may be chipped off by power communi-
cated by a blow, it may also be chipped off by a similar amount
of power communicated by pressure.

I. Rotary Drills.—Following the order I have adopted in

* Parliamentary Eeports on the Mining Industry of New Zealand. Wel-
lington, 1890, p. 87 ; and 1891, p. 75.
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the case of the hand tools, I will first speak of the rotary

machines.

Brandt's rotary drill consists of a hollow borer which has a
steel crown, with cutting edges, screwed on. The tool is kept
tight against the rock by the pressure of a column of water, and
is at the same time made to rotate by two little water-pressure

engines, whilst a stream of water passing down through the
borer washes away the chips and sand, and keeps the cutting

edges cool. In principle, therefore, this drill resembles the
original diamond boring machine of De la Roche Tolay and
Perret, save that the crown is made of steel and not of diamonds.

It has been used with success in railway tunnels and mines.

Brandt's machine was worked at one of the mines at Freiberg*
in Saxony, with water at a pressure of 83"5 atmospheres, of which
56"6 atmospheres were obtained by pressure pumps provided with
an accumulator, and 26*9 atmospheres by natur.il fall, owing to

the level in which the machine was used being 277 metres below
the pump. The water was conveyed to the pump in iron pipes

1^ inches in diameter inside. The diameter of the holes

was 2 1 inches, and they could be bored in gneiss at the rate of

I J inches per minute. The stretcher bar on which the machine
is carried is hollow, and has a piston which can be forced out by
hydraulic pressure so as to fix it firmly. A similar bar is some-

times used with percussive drills.t

Comparative experiments were made at Freiberg between this

drill, hand-labour, and a percussion drill, and the results given

below are of much interest and importance. In the case of the

two machine drills, the cost includes interest on- and depreciation of

plant, repairs, and the estimated expense of providing steam
power, which would have been necessary if water power had not

been available :

—
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the advantage of a machine driven by compressed air for venti-

lating workings, such as advanced headings in which these drills

are employed.

In Jai'olimek's* drill the borer is likewise a rotating tube
armed with steel teeth, but it is fed towards and pressed against

the rock by a differential screw arrangement. Water passing
through the hollow borer keeps the teeth cool and carries away
the debris. The machine can be worked by hand, but a little

water-pressure or compressed-air engine, or an electric motor will

be preferable.

Experiments have been made lately at Zauckerode,t in Saxony,
with a diamond drill for boiing holes for blasting.

The machine is a steel tube with a steel crown screwed on, con-
taining four black diamonds ; it is driven by a small electric motor
upon a carriage on wheels in the level, by means of a shaft with
two universal joints. This arrangement allows holes to be bored
in any direction required for driving the tunnel. The holes are
from i-i inch to 1-3 inches (28 to 34 mm.) in diameter.
The result of the experiments is that in hard clay-slate with

numerous veins of quartz, or in gneiss, granite, or rocks of similar

hardness, a level can be driven nearly twice as fast as by hand,
and at about the same cost.

It is also possible to attach a motor of some kind to a tvnst

* Oest. Zeitschr. f. B.- u. H.-Wesen, vol. xxix, (1881), p. 184; and vol.
XXX. (1882), p. 103.

t Georgi, "Die Diamant-Bohrmaschine mit elektrischem Antriebe am
koniglichen Steinkohlenwerke zu Zauckerode," Ja/tr6. /. d. Benj- und Jlal-
tenwesen im Kijnigreiche Sdchsen auf dux Juhr iSgo, p. 95.
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drill similar to Elliott's hand tool already described. The Jeffiey

Manufacturing Company, Columbus, 0., have well- designed drillsi

of this class driven by air or elec-itricity.
For working the Cleveland iron-

I
stone, Mr. Steavenson* is employing
twist drills driven by water-power,
petroleum engines or electricity. His
latest drill is shown by Fig. 189 : A,
electric motor ; B, hollow arm with a

shaft inside driven by A, and work-
ing the bevel wheel C by suitable

gearing ; D, twist drill ; E, socket for

drill; F, universal joint connecting

the feed-screw G, to the drill-socket

;

H, feed-nut. Fig. 190 is a similar

drill worked by a Priestman petro-

leum engine.f

The cost per ton of getting the

Cleveland ironstone has been greatly

reduced by the adoption of these

machines in the place of hand-labour
;

but, as is usually the case, the cost of

explosives per ton of stone broken has
increased, because holes are bored so

easily and quickly that less care is

taken in planning them. The extra

cost of powder is more than repaid

by the saving in labour.

The Sprague Electric Railway and
Motor Company of New York J have

a small electric rotary diamond drill

for boring holes for blasting. The
motor is light and carefully cased in to

preserve it from dust and dirt ; it is

mounted upon an adjustable stretcher

bar, and it drives the drill direct.

2. Percussive Drills.— Machine
drills are usually designed with a

view of carrying out the three opera-

tions of hand-work—viz., the blow,

* Steavenson, " On the System of Work-
ing Ironstone at Lumpsey Mines by Hy-
diaulic Drills," Froc. N.E. Inst. 31. and 31.

Eng.. vol. xxxvi. (1886-87), P- 67.

t Unwin, "Petroleum Engines," Proc. Inst. C.E., vol. cix. (1891-92),

part iii.

X Eng. 3I!n. .Tour., vol. xlix. (1890), p. in.
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the rotation, and the advance. As a rule a percussive drill consists

of a cylinder with a piston, which is moved backwards and forwards

by compressed air ; the cutting tool or chisel is firmly attached

to the piston rod, made specially strong to stand the great amount
of shock to which it is subjected. The rotation is almost always
effected by a twisted or rifled bar and a ratchet wheel ; and, in

order to keep the machine constantly in the proper position for

work, it is fed forwards upon a cradle by the workman behind,

Avho has merely to turn a handle, and so cause a screw to revolve

inside a big nut attached to the machine. Drills which will

advance automatically have been invented and used in some
cases, but as a rule nowadays the automatic feed has been
given up ; indeed, it seems quite unnecessary to increase the
number of the working parts and make the machine more com-
plicated, simply to save the attendant the trouble of turning a
handle.

Though the plain chisel-shaped edge is the commonest form
given to the hits used with machine drills, it is by no means uni-

versal ; other foi-ms shown in the figures are the cross-bit, the

Fig. 191. Fig. 192 Fig. 194.

X-bit, the Z-bit, and the horse-shoe bit (Figs. 191, 192, 193, and

194). The object in all cases is to secure a perfectly round hole

and so prevent jamming. If a band of hard rock crosses a hole

in a slanting direction, the single-edged bit is apt to be diverted

by it slightly, and become fast. At the outset also, when the
drill is striking an uneven surface, it is not always easy to bore
the hole properly ; for this reason the first drill is sometimes
made with the cross-bit, whilst the remainder of the hole is bored
with the single chisel-edge, which will work properly when the
hole is deep enough to act in some way as a guide for the tool.

Bits with two or three edges are not so easily sharpened as

those which have but one ; however, the work of the smith may be
lightened by using a swage {dolly, U.S.A.), which is, practically,

a steel mould, into which one end of the steel bar is placed when
soft, whilst blows are struck upon the other end. This gives the
pioper shape, and the smith can finish up the bit upon the anvil.
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The adoption of the injjenious-shaped bars of the Crescent Steel

Company of Chicago (Fig. 195) willUkewise reheve the smith, but
the saving of labour at the forge is

Fig. i9v not the only advantage claimed for

the invention. The shaped steel will

C^
,

discharge the debris more freely than

^ ^ f" ^^ round steel, a matter of no slight

/ k
^ J importance, for the cleaner the hole

'

the more effective the blow ; the little

chips should be got rid of as soon
as possible, and any means of facili-

tating the discharge should be welcomed. A represents the
pattern made originally for the iron mines of Lake Superior, and
B the section preferred in the Rocky Mountains,

Less sharpening is required when boring by a machine than
when boring the same depth by hand, and for two i^easons : first,

the bit suffers less, because the blow given by the machine is

straighter and fairer ; and secondly, owing to the greater force

of the blow work can be done by the tools when they have become
very much blunter than those which would be put aside in hand-
drilling. For machine-drilling in soft sandstone in Ohio, the
borer is made with a narrow but perfectly fiat bit, instead of being

chisel-shaped. A flat-ended borer is likewise used by the Inger-

soUSergeant Rock Drill Company for boring elongated holes by
the C4itlieus system. The tool does not rotate, and acts by pound-
ing the bottom of the hole to dust. The object of the elongated

hole is to make the rock rend along a pre-arranged line, a mattjr
of importance in quarrying certain kinds of stone.

Percussive drills may be classified according to the power used

for driving them, and those worked by air may be further sub-

divided according to the kind of valve employed for reversing

the direction of the stroke.

The following table contains a list of several well-known drills,

arranged according to their mode of action and alphabetically :

—
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Percussive Dkills.
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tappet or boss G'. In a valve-box at the top of the cylinder is

placed the oscillating slide-valve H (shown separately), pivoted

at M ; it is worked by the reciprocation of the tappet G'

coming in contact with its lower edges, which, for this purpose,

are sloped at each end, as shown.

There are ports, corresponding with openings in the slide-valve

face, for admitting the fresh steam or compressed air from the

inlet pipe I (Fig. 197) to the portsj (Fig. 196) at each end of the

cylinder, and for letting the spent or exhaust air or steam escape

by the exhaust pipe J (Fig. 197). This simple arrangement con-

stitutes the whole valve gear of the machine.
" The borer is inserted into a hole formed in the fore-end of the

piston-rod, and is fixed therein by means of a screw. Its rotation is

effected by hand by means of the handle D" turning a spindle D',

^^^(flM^li^ ^3^11

which is so fitted by means of the cotter d, made fast in the piston

DG, and fitting in a slot in the spindle D', that the latter can

slide in the piston DG, but when turned by the handle causes

the piston to turn with it. The spindle D' has a pinion E, gear-

ing into a pinion on the adjusting and feeding screw C', so

that when the piston D is turned by means of the handle D", the

cylinder C is simultaneously pushed along the bed-plate A. These

pinions can be easily disconnected by loosening the nut f, and
thus the piston and the adjusting screw can be turned inde-

pendently of one another when required.
" The borers used are respectively i^-, li, and i inch in diameter,

the length of the stroke 4 inches, and the maximum number of

blows about 300 per minute.
" The gross weight of the machine, including the bed-plate and

gudgeon, is about 115 lbs.

" The bed-plate, A, of the machine is formed with a gudgeon
A', which fits into and can be adjusted to any position in a socket

formed in or on a clamp B', which can be fixed on any part of

the wrought-iron box or column B, thus forming a universal

joint. This bar or column can be placed in position either

horizontally or vertically, as may be most convenient, but is
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generally placed across the level, against the sides of which it is

KH-cured by means of the clamp L, adjusting screw M, and claws

N and N'." Pieces of wood O', are placed against the wall,

and the claw is jammed against them by screwing out the bar.

The Climax Drill* (Fig. 198) recalls the Barrow; A is the
cylinder, B B are the two pistons, and C the boss or swelling which
strikes the valve D and locks it up and down on the centre pin E.

The valve has two admission ports, F and F', which, when passing

corresponding ports in the valve-chest face, allow the compressed
air to pass into G or G'. On the inner lace of the valve, above F
and F', there are two recesses, precisely similar to H and H',
which control the two ports on each side of the valve-chest face.

In the position shown in the figure, the compressed air could pass

from the valve-chest through F' into G' and drive the piston

Fig. 198.

^

forward, whilst the air in the front part of the cylinder would
escape by G, which is now put into communication with the

exhaust port by the recess above F. The object of the two recesses,

H and H', is to enable the valve to be reversed when one face is worn.

The rotation is effected by a rifled bar I at the back end of the

cylinder, which projects into a long cavity K in the rear piston

and piston rod. It can be turned easily in one direction, but is

prevented from moving in the opposite direction by the teeth of a

crown ratchet clutch L, a device which is thought by the maker
to offer a better guarantee against injury than the ratchet wheel

w4th one or two pawls common in most other drills. When the

* Figures and descriptions of the Bickle, Climax, Coles, Daw. Eclipse,

Inojersoll, and Rio Tinto drills will be found in a paper by Carbutt and
Dlvey, " On Recent Trials of Rock Drills," Min. Froc. Inst. 31ccJi. En//.,

London, March 1S91.
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piston moves forward, the nut in the rear piston passes over the

rided bar, and causes it to turn round, but when the motion

of the piston is reversed the rifled bar is prevented from turning

by the ratchet clutch, the piston is forced to rotate, and with

it the borer. M is the feed-screw worked by a handle not shown
in the figure, and N the feed-nut.

The Dubois and Franr^ois Boring Ram {Bosseyeuse)* is a machine
of a totally different type (Figs. 199 and 200); it bores large holes

fur the insertion of a wedge, and it is fitted with a ram for driving

in the w^edge, and so breaking the rock.

The machine has been specially designed for driving levels in

mines where there is so much fire-damp as to render blasting

Figs, 199 & 200.

:.^-i;iii.i)ci^i:^^^'

,^^^:^^ii:SiiiSiii^^':::$.iii.<i>^
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dangerous, and it therefore more esjierially crn erns collieries

than oi-e and stone mines ; but it should be mentioned in connec-

tion with the latter, because it will also bore holes for blasting,

and because it is somet'mes used for cutting a series of holes, and

so creating a first opening, which enables blasting to be conducted

with greater advantage (Eig. 239).

The boring cylinder. A, has a long piston B, with spiral grooves

which produce the rotation by means of a ratchet w^heel C, whilst

the slide-valve, which effects the distribution, lies in the valve-

cliest F, and is brought into action when a swelling, D, on the

piston-rod touches a bent lever E.

The borer, G, is fixed in the end of the piston-rod, and makes

a hole 3 or 4 inches in diameter. As the hole is deepened, the

* .Alathet, IMlr comjirime aux mines de BLinzij, Sain'.-Elicnne, 18S9, p. 66.
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cylinder is made to travel along the frame, IT, by means of

a screw, and at the same time the counterpoise, I, is also moved
by a screw so as to balance it. The machine can be made to turn
round the central column, and can also be moved in a vertical

plane, so that holes may be bored in any direction ; and the
special carriage in use at the Blanzy mines permits the machine
to be moved laterally, and take a position near the side of the
tunnel.

The whole machine is very heavy, weighing no less than 2 tons

13 cwt. (2700 kil.); but it is found that the greater power and
stability so obtained fully compensate for any inconvenience

caused by its weight.

At Blanzy one boring ram has taken the place of four small

drills mounted upon one stand ; and this diminution in the

number of machines requiring attention is no inconsiderable

advantage.

An ingenious contrivance used with the Blanzy boring ram
must on no account be passed over—viz., the special pipe for con-

veying water to the bottom of the bore-hole. A small copper

tube (L, enlarged cross-section, Fig. 200) lies in a groove in the

borer, and carries in a jet of water which keeps the bit or boring

edge quite cool, and washes out all the chippings as soon as they
are produced. The tool is thus enabled to work fairly and freely

the whole time, and the result at Blanzy has been a great increase

both in the speed of boring and in the duration of the bits.

The water is supplied to the drill by the india-rubber pipe J,

which leads to the hollow collar K. The collar is fixed with a

water-tight joint upon the drill socket, so that the latter can
revolve freely. The water finds its way through a hole in the

drill-socket to the outside, when a short piece of india-rubber

tube takes it to the copper pipe. The collar is kept in one posi-

tion either by a weight hanging down from it, or by a rod tvhich

moves forwards with the machine. Care is taken to pass the

supply of injection water through wire gauze, to remove any
matter which might choke the small copper tube.

When the necessary holes hav^e been bored, the drill is taken

off and replaced by a strong ram or hammer-head, which is made
to strike powerful blows upon a wedge between two feathers

fitting into the hole. Large masses of rock are broken off in

this way, and the level is driven with any required dimensions.

(2) The American Ingersoll Sergeant Eclifse Drill (Fig. 201) may
be taken as an example of the machines having the valve worked
by differences of air-pressure, which are caused by the opening and
closing of certain passages by the piston in its course. It consists

of the following main parts : the cylinder A, the piston M, the

piston-rod B, and the valve chest C. The valve is like a D-slide-

valve, but its face is turned so as to fit the cylindrical interior of

the valve-chest, and it is [)rovided at each end with a piston. It
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therefore has the form of a spool or reel enclosing a D-slide-valve,

and it moves backwards and forwards on a guide-pin. The air

enters the valve-chest at 0, and, when the piston has reached the

position shown in the figure, it iinds its way round the valve to

N', enters the port P', and finally reaches the rear end of the

cylinder ; when the valve is reversed, it goes past N into P, and
to the front end of the cylinder. The port P is shown in the

figure communicating by the slide-valve with the exhaust E.

The letters S S' represent a shallow recess cut round the

piston, in reality making one piston into two ; F F' are two ports

leading to the exhaust, and lastly D D' are two small ports which

Fig. 20I.

c ^

['::^if:-/-':^::^j:\:^ §3

communicate crosswise with the ends of the valve-chest; that
is to say, D is connected with the end R', and D' with the
end R.

Bearing these details of construction in mind, the action of the
drill can be followed. The drawing shows the machine ready to

begin its forward stroke. The rear end of the valve-chest is con-

nected with D, which is closed by the pi'^ton, whilst the front R
is open tlii-ough D' and the annular recess S to the port F' and
the atmosphere. The compressed air from O leaking past the
rear valve-piston presses upon it and keeps it in the position

shown, for any air leaking past the other valve piston at the end
R can escape vid D', S, F' and E into the atmosphere.
We will now suppose that the main piston M is being driven

forward by the pressure behind it ; the annular space S gradually
approaches the port D, but the length of tlie groove is so arranged
tliat D' becomes closed just before D is opened to the exhaust.
When the new state of things has arisen—that is to say, when D is

open to the exhaust and D' closed—the pressure in the space R'
at once drops to that of the atmosphere, and the valve is driven
across by the pressure upon the piston at the end R.

At both ends of the cylinder there is a strong india-rubber
washer, protected by a steel washer, which is represented by a
black line. If the miner fails to feed his machine forward pro-
jierly, the elasticity of the washer prevents the end of the cylinder
from being broken. The rotation is performed by the usual
rilled bar and I'atchet wheel, and the uiachine is advanced by
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turning the handle and so causing the carrying nut to move
along the feed screw.

The Optimus drill, invented by Ogle, has two pistons, a large

one in front and a small one behind. The compressed air, after

acting at the rear end and making
the tool strike its blow, is led to Figs. 202 & 203.

the front end of the cylinder, and

pressing upon the large piston

drives it back. The inventor claims

considerable economy for his drill,

because the backward stroke is made
with air which usually goes direct

to the exhaust.

Figs. 202 and 203 show one

method of attaching the drills to

the piston-rod. A is the piston- ,." . . .

^
. . . .

'?

rod with an enlarged head, H; S is lucucs

the shank of the tool which is

gripped in the socket by a chucking block B, tightened by a

U-shaped clamping-bolt C.

(3) Franke drill* This drill (Fig. 204) is especially interesting

from being the smallest and lightest boring machine in actual use.

Including the borer, it weighs only 16 lbs. (7^ kil.), and it may,

therefore, be placed at one end of the scale whilst the ponderous

"bosseyeuse" of Dubois and Frangois occupies the other. Both
in his drill and in his mechanical chisel, Franke adopts the prin-

ciple of doing the work by a light blow repeated very rapidly

indeed, instead of a heavy blow at less frequent intervals.

The principal parts of the machine are :

—

A, outer case or shell

;

A', cylinder proper; £, piston; G, ring-shaped slide-valve, which

can slide backwards and forwards in a short recess in the piston
;

I), tool-holder ; E, pipe bringing air ; F, rear end of cylinder

proper with admission ports ; G, spiral spring ; H, exhaust

port ; /, piston-rod ; J, striking head of piston-rod ; P, pin passing

through the piston-rod; a, passage bringing air from F ; b, port

admitting air to slide-valve ; c, one of thi'ee longitudinal passages

connecting the front end of the piston with the annular recess

in which the slide-valve works ; e, one of three similar passages

connecting the same recess with the rear end of the piston

;

/, hollow centre of piston and piston-rod communicating by g with

the exhaust port H ; h h, two of the three radial passages which

put the slide-valve G into connection with/; i, part of tool-holder

;

j, collar preventing the tool-holder from being driven back too

far ; 11^, straight slots in the shell A ; o^, oblique slots in the

* Schrader " Die neueren Fortschritte bei derAnwendungvon GesteiTT:-

Bohrmaschinen und die Versucbe mit kleinen Schrammaschinen beim
Mansfelder Kupferscbieferbergbau," Zeitschr. f. B.- II.- u. S.- Wcsen, vol.

xli., 1893, p. no.
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hollow cylinder q\ q^, end of the cylinder q ; r7\, ends of the

pin P; tt, pawls attached to q^^; u, hexagonal end of the tool

-

5 I
cvi r4

holder D; v, ratchet wheel, which can slide upon u but

rotate without it.

After this description of tiie parts, the mode of action

cannot

of the
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machine can be easily understood. The air is brought by a flexible

hose attached to E, and passing along the small passages a outside

the cylinder proper, enters it at h. In the position shown in the
figure the lower b allows the air to pass into e, press upon the
rear end of the piston, and drive it forwards. During this time
the air in front of the piston has an escape provided by the passages

c, h, /, and g to the exhaust port II. The complete stroke is

20 mm. (i inch), and wdien the piston has travelled 17 mm.,
the end of the piston rod ./ strikes the head u, and the tool

does its work at the bottom of the hole, provided of course that
the machine is properly held. As the piston goes forwards it

draws the slide-valve C with it ; as soon as C has passed the port
h, it is driven across the recess and the direction of the air is

reversed. The front end of the cylinder is now in communication
with the compressed air, whilst the space at the rear end dis-

charges its contents via e, C, h,f, and g into H. The slide-valve

C is then again shot across, and air is admitted to the rear end of

the piston. The end of the piston-rod, J, is therefore constantly
hammering upon m, and after each blow the spring G brings the
tool-holder back to its original position. The rotation of the tool

is effected in a simple manner. The ends r r^ of the pin P are
forced to travel in a direct line by the slots I \ ; but the slots o.

Fig. 205,

are oblique, and the pin P, therefore, causes the hollow cylinder 7

to oscillate. During the forward stroke each pawl, t, is dra;s-n

over a tooth of the ratchet wheel v ; during the back stroke it

turns V slightly, and with it the tool-holder.
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The borer is made of round steel f inch (15 mm.) in diameter,

with a Z-shaped bit i inch (25 mm.) wide. The number of blows

has not yet been determined

exactly; but it probably

reaches 8000 to 10,000 per

minute. The moving parts

of the machine are constructed

of soft tough steel, except the

slide - valve, for which good

wrought iron appears at present

to be the most suitable material.

The machine is used without

any stand, and is simply held in

the hands (Fig. 205, man in a

kneeling posture).*

The Ilirnant drill t oi Messrs.

Larmuth & Co. is a machine with

a tappet valve assisted by air-

pressure. In Fig. 206, A is the

cylinder, B the piston, and
the valve-chamber containing a

piston-valve D, which works over

the admission ports E and £',

and the exhaust ports F and F'.

G is ei tappet, oscillating upon
the pin U, when the noses / and

K are struck by the curved

shoulders L and 31 of an
annular recess iV around the

piston B.

In the position of the parts

as figured, the compressed air

brought into the valve-chamber

is passing through F' to the rear

end of the cylinder, whilst the air

in front is in communication by
F and F with the exhaust. At
the same time the air is also

pi-essing upon the rear end of the

piston-valve, for it escapes along

the passage O'P' made by planing

flat surfaces upon the valve and
the inside of the end of the cham-
ber. The other end of the valve

* From a photograph supplied by the makers, Messrs. Friemann and

Wolf. Zwickau.i'Oir, i^wiuisuu.

t Patent Othce Specification No. 10,050, a.o. 1S91.
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chest is put into communication with the exhaust by the small
port Q, and as the flat surfaces P and are not overlapping,
there is no passage of compressed air. The pressure upon the
rear end of the valve D therefoie

tends to move it forwards, and assists

in moving it forwards, the moment
that the nose / can drop down owing
to the recess iV passing under it. The
shoulders L and M would of them-
selves move the tappet, but the
auxiliary air pressure has the advan-
tage of revei'sing the valve without
tlie shocks which are so destructive

to the tappets of many drills. The
cushion of air in the space R' pre-

vents the nose K of the tappet G
from striking the recessed part JV
of the piston.

The long valve-chest has the ad-

vantage of shortening the inlet ports,

and so making a saving in the con-

sumption of compressed air.

This drill is further provided with
a device for taking up any slackness

of the feed-screw and feed-nut due
to wear. S is the feed-screw and T
the main feed-nut, placed between
the two lugs U and U', forming part
of the same casting as the cylinder.

T' is a second nut, and between T'

and T there is a space V in which is

fitted a spiral spring. T' is prevented
from turning by having a flat face

resting against the cylinder cover.

When the feed-screw and the nuts
wear, T' is forced away from T by the
spring and the slackness is remedied.

Z is a. collar upon a stirrup at-

tached to the cradle, and furnishes a
point d^appui for the advance of the
machine when the screw S is turned
by the handle.

(4) The /Sergeant drill has the
peculiarity of having two valves, a main valve and an auxiliary
valve ; the latter is moved backwards and forwards by inclines or
shoulders upon the piston, and, by controlling certain air-passages,
it causes differences of pressure which drive the former.

In Fig. 207 a is the cylinder, h the piston with an annular recess
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turned in it presenting two inclined shoulders ; c is the valve-chest

into which the compressed air enters from one of the sides ; d is

the main valve, and as it moves to and fro it alternately places the

port e or / in communication with the exhaust g ; e leads to the

port h and to the front end, and / to tlie port i and to the rear

end of the cylinder
; j, the auxiliary valve, is a slide-valve made in

the form of a segment of a circle, and having a recess in one of

its flat faces. It is slightly longer than its arc shaped seat, so

that one end of it always projects into the cylinder. The pro-

jecting end of the valve is caught by the corresponding shoulder

of the piston as it passes, and it is thus being constantly knocked
backwards and forwards. By means of its recess this segmental
slide-valve puts the ports k and I alternately into communication
with the port M, which opens into the exhaust. The port k leads

to the front end of the valve-chest, the port I to the rear end

;

consequently the two ends are being alternately placed in com-
munication with the exhaust. The compressed air leaking past

the piston-like ends of the main valve escapes into the exhaust at

one end of the valve-chest, but exerts a pressure at the other end
where it is confined, and so throws the main valve over, changing
the direction in which the air is being admitted into the cylinder.

The piston makes its stroke, knocks over the auxiliary valve,

which in its turn releases the pressure at one end of the main
valve and causes it to move across once more.

The rotation is effected by a rifled bar, ?t, as usual ; but instead

of there being a ratchet-wheel fixed to this bar with pawls attached

to the cylinder, the rifled bar carries the pawls which work inside

a ratchet-wheel, o, with in-

FiG. 208. ternal teeth and a smooth
exterior (Fig. 208). The
pawls are pressed out by
springs, p (Fig. 207). So
far the action is very like

that of other drills, save that

the pawls move round inside

the wheel, instead of the
wheel moving round under
the pawls. The special

peculiarity of the Sergeant rotating device is the mobility of

the wheel if the drill jams in a hole. The ratchet-wheel lies

loose in a recess behind the cylinder, and in ordinary working is

pressed sufiiciently firmly against the end of the cylinder by steel

cushion springs to make the piston rotate without turning itself

;

but if for some reason the borer jams in the hole and causes a

strain upon the rifled bar, the wheel is capable of turning and so

preventing a breakage.

The feed as usual is by hand
; q is the handle working the feed-

screw r in the feed-niit s.
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(5) In the drills of this class the piston performs a double

function ; it not only acts as a medium for receiving the pres-

sure of the air, but it also itself uncovers or closes the passages

by which the air enters or escapes, and so causes a reversal of

the stroke without the intervention of any separate Viilve.

The Adelaide drill (Fig. 209) comes first alphabetically, although

^rtt^
"^

it was preceded in time by the Darlington drill, of which it may
be regarded as a modification. A A represent the annular port,

admitting the air all round the piston, and B^ B^ are ports in the
piston-rod. When the latter ai-e opposite A A, air passes down
through the space G in the piston-rod to the rear end of the
piston, and drives it forward till it uncovers the port B, which
puts this part of the cylinder into communication with the
atmosphere. At the same time B, B^ have passed beyond the
stuffing-box and part of the exhaust escapes in that direction

;

while this is happening the long shallow annular recess cut in

the piston-rod is brought to A, the air presses on the small
annular space at the front end of the piston and drives it back.

It will be noticed that this drill uses the air expansively, for

when once B^ has gone past A no further supply of power is taken
in. D is the rifled bar, E the ratchet wheel, ^ the feed-screw,

and G the feed-nut, similar to the corresponding parts of many
other machines.

The construction of the Darlington drill will be understood by
referring to Figs. 210, 211, and 212; a is the cylinder; 6 the
piston-rod; c the borer; dd are two openings for bringing in

compressed air, either of which may be used according to the
position of the drill ; e is the inlet hose with a stop-cock

; f, drill-

holder
; g, stretcher-bar ; h, piston

; j, rifled bar for turning piston

and drill; h, ratchet wheel attached to rifled bar ; ^, rifled nut
fixed in the piston head ; m, wood for lessening weight of piston
rod and blocking space ; n, portway for allowing the compressed
air to pass to the rear of the piston and give the blow ; 0, exhaust
portway. The action of the drill is as follows :—The compressed
air is always acting on the front end of the piston, and when
the rear end communicates with the outer atmosphere, the
piston moves rapidly backwards and uncovers the portway n.

The compressed air rushes through and piesses against the rear
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Fig. 210. Fig. 211.
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end of the piston, which has a greater area than the front
end, the difference being equal to the section of the piston-rod.

The piston is driven rapidly forwards, and the drill strikes its

blow. At the same time it uncovei-s the exhaust port o, and
then the constant pressure on the annular area on the front
end of the piston produces the return stroke. The number of

blows per minute is from 600 to 800, The rotation of the drill

is effected by the rifled bar. On the forward stroke of the piston,

the bar with its ratchet-wheel is free to turn under a couple of

pawls, and consequently the piston moves strairrht whilst the bar
and ratchet-wheel turn. When the back stroke is being made,

F.c. 21 -.

the ratchet-wheel is held by the pawls and the piston is forced to

make part of a revolution. As the hole is deepened the cylinder

is advanced forwards by turning the handle p ; this works an
endless screw, q, passing through a nut attached to the cylinder ; r

is the cradle carrying the feed-screw and supporting the cylinder.

It is centered on the clamp s. As this clamp can be fixed in

any position on the bar, and as the cradle can be turned on the
clamp, it is evident that holes can be bored in any direction.

In driving a level with a Darlington drill, it is usual to fix the
stretcher-bar horizontally so as to command the upper part of

the face ; holes can then be bored with the cradle above the bar
or below it. The bar is then shifted low enough to bore the
bottom holes. It is found that all the necessary holes can be
bored from these two positions of the bar.

The bar, therefore, has to be fixed only twice ; the shifting

of the machine for boring holes in various directions is managed
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by sliding or turning the clamp on the bar and by moving tho

cradle on the clamp.

Fig. 212 shows the stretcher-bar Hxed in a vertical position,

which is sometimes convenient.

In order to keep the holes clear, a jet of water, supplied from

a hose attached to a ^-inch gas-pipe leading from a cistern at a

higher level, is made to play into them during the pi-ocess of

boring.

For sinking shafts, Mr. Darlington has the drill fixed in a

cylindrical case with a large external thread, which works in a

nut on the clamp. The drill is fed forwards by turning a hand-

wheel attached to the case.

The Marvin Drill * of the Edison General Electric Company is

liased upon the principle that a spiral coil of wire assumes magnetic

properties when a current is passed through it, and becomes

capable of exerting a very strong attraction upon a bar of iron

placed in a suitable position. The actual working parts of the

drill are shown in Fig. 213.

Fig. 213. A and B are two hollow coils

of copper wire (solenoids),

throiigh which passes the rod

C D. The two ends are made
of bronze, bvit the central por-

tion, E F, is of iron. At the

end C there is a socket for

receiving the tool, whilst the

end D is rifled and works in a

ratchet-wheel, and so effects

the rotation in the usual way. A current is led to the drill by a

cable with three wires, shown separately by G, H, and I, and by

means of a very simple revolving armature on the dynamo it can

be made to pass, first through one solenoid, and then through the

other, in each cnse returning by the wire H. For instance,

we may suppose that the current is pnssing through the front

solenoid ; this becomes magnetic and draws the iron core for-

wards, and so causes the tool to sirike a blow. The current is then

reversed by the revolution of the aimature, and flows into the

solenoid B, which in its turn becomes magnetic and draws tho

iron back, for A has lost its magnetic power. The rear end of

the rod C D is made to compress a spring, and so store up

force which is utilised in increasing the strength of the forward

blow.

The drill makes 600 strokes a minute, and is said to be capable

of boring in granite at the rate of 2 inches a minute.

At the present time there are few, if any, electric percussive

drills in regular use in mines, one objection to them being their

* "Electric Percussion Drills," Eiuj. M'uuJour., vol. 11. (1891), p. 609.
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fri'eat weight compared with air drills of equal strength ; hut it is

stated that they are doing good work at some open limestone

quarries at Syracuse,* N.Y.
IV. Machines for Cutting Grooves.—In working a seam

the task of the miner frequently consists in cutting a deep

groove parallel to the bedding with a pick, and so laying it bare

aliove, below, or in the middle. Wedging or blasting will then
break it away.

The fir>t machines for cutting grooves very naturally imitated

the miners' tools, and were siuiply mechanical picks, but since

then many other groove cutters have been applied which are based
upon different piinciples.

They may be classified as follows :

—

1. Mechanical picks, chisels, and gouges.
2. Travelling junapers and rook-drills.

3. Circular saws.

4. Endless chains with cutters attached.

5. Wire saw.

6. Revolving toothed bar.

(i) Mechanical Picks, &c.—Some, like Firth's viachine,

sv/ing a pick like a miner. The Sergeant machine is a strong rock
drill with a chisel bit, which chips out a groove as a carpenter
might cut out a morcice. It is mounted on two wheels and can
be handled with ease. Carrett and Marshall's machine is a power-
ful gouge, worked by hydraulic pressure, which cuts out a groove
in coal or soft rocks. These have all been designed more e.specially

for the collier ; but in Frankes mechanical chisel (Fig. 214) we
have a tool which is being successfully employed in ore-mining.

It is based upon the principle of striking a very large number
of short and light blows instead of a comparatively small number
of long and heavy ones. It resembles in some respects Crossley's

mechanical caulking tool and McCoy's chisel.

The following description is derived from accounts given by
Pilar and Schrader,t and from personal observations at Mansfeld;
a is the outer shell of the machine, b the inner or real cylinder, c the
piston with the annular slide-valve r, d the tool-holder carrying
the chisel in a deep socket ; the air is brought in to a by the pipe

t, and finds its w^ay into b through four broad, low passages, m m,
and si::teen small ports, similar to 71 n, -^^^ inch in diameter. The
front part of the outer shell, a, serves as cylinder cover and as

guide for the piston rod, and lastly to contain the tool-holder d,

surrounded by two spiral springs iu the space between the shoulder

p, and the cover s. The opening, 0, allows the air to escape in
front of the piston-rod, and so makes the stroke easier ; I is the
exhaust port, and q a hole for lubricating ; r is the ring valve,

* Eng. Min. Jour., vol. Iv. (1893), p. 491.
t Johann Pilar, " Sclnammeissel, System Franke, ira Mansfeldischen,''

Oest. Zeitschr. B.- u. II.- W., vol. xl. (1892), p. 78. Schrader, op. cit. p. 171.
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Fig. 214.
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sliding upon the piston, and as soon as it is drawn past the port

w, it is driven either forwards or backwards by the air pressure.

In the position shown in the figure, representing the end of

the return stroke, the valve r has been di'iven bick, and the air

is enabled to pass from m into g, and so to the back of the piston.

The air in the space in front of the piston finds an exit along the

three passages h, of which only one can be shown in the section,

and entering the annular slide-valve, is brought by one of the

three radial passages, i, into the hollow central part j k of the

piston and piston-rod, and eventually to the exhaust I. As soon

as the piston, in its forward stroke, draws the valve r past the

port n. it is thrown over by the air pressure
; g, through r,

now communicates with i, and the air passes from the rear end of

the piston to the exhaust ; at the same time the three passages

h are connected with the admission inlets of compressed air, and
the piston makes its return stroke. The piston is thus driven

backwards and forwards, striking a rapid succession of blows,

estimated at several thousand per minute, upon the back end of

the tool-holder d, and as fast as the latter is knocked forwards it is

drawn back by the action of the springs. The tool-holder is in no
way connected with the piston, and is quite free to turn round.

The length of tlie stroke of the chisel is only o'o6 to o"o8 inch

(i*5 to 2 mm.) As the annular slide-valve closes the ports n n in

passing, the air acts by expansion during the latter part of the
stroke. The air-pressure employed at Mansfeld is 60 lbs, pei

square inch (4 atm.)

The chisel is made of ^-inch round steel with an edge ^ inch

wide ; it is inserted in the strong socket of the tool-holder, and
the miner simply holds the cylinder so that the chisel presses

against the shale which he wishes to cut away (Fig. 205). It is

said that a man can undercut or '• hole " an area of 5 square feet

(o"5 sq. m.) per hour. Each hewer has to make a " holing

"

about 10 feet (3 m.) long, and he carries it in to a depth of 20
inches to 2 feet from the face. The groove or " holing " is about

5^ inches (14 cm.) high at the face, and becomes lower and lower
as it goes in.

The men do not appear to suffer in any way from the vibrations

of the machine, which weighs only 10 lbs. (4'5 kil.) including the
chisel.

(2) Travelling Rock Drills and Jumpers.—A groove may
be made by boring a succession of holes immediately touching
each other, or separated by small partitions which are broken
down afterwards by a flat bit {broach). Most of the rock drill

companies supply special quarry-bars or frames, upon which nn
ordinary boring machine can be mounted and made to travel,

and thus cut a groove along any required line.

With the ImjersoU har-channeller * a cutter is sometimes used

* EiKj. Mln. Jour., vol. xlix. (1890), p. 62,
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made of three chisels placed side by side, with their edges ari\anged

like the three strokes of the letter N, in the place of an ordinary
borer. As the carrying frame can be inclined, the groove can
be cut at an angle.

The Wardwell * stone channelling and quarrying machine may
be regarded as a mechanical jumper, cutting a vertical groove.

It is a portable 6 h.-p. engine with boiler, moving upon rails,

which is made to lift a set of boring chisels or cutters consisting

of five bars of square steel, clamped together in a line. The edges
of the centre and outside chisels are transverse, whilst the other
two are diagonal, and they are arranged in step fashion. Three
cutters only act at a time, viz. the centre cutter, and either the
two in front or behind it, according as the machine is being
moved forwards or backwards. " The machine consumes 400 lb.

of coal a day, and requires the services of three men. It will cut

from 75 to 150 square feet of channel in marble, and 150 to 400
square feet of limestone and sandstone in a day, which is

equivalent to the work of 50 men."
The Cleveland Stone Company, Ohio, employs no less than

thirty-nine of these machines in quarrying sandstone, with the
modification of having only three cutters instead of five.

The channelling machines of the IngersoU and Sullivan Com-
panies running upon rails, either with or without a boiler, will

cut vertical or inclined grooves.

(3) Circular Sa"ws.—In alphabetical order the following may
Iip named : Crump and Brereton, Gillott and Copley, "Walker,
Winstanley.

Crump and Brereton s t machine is used for quarrying stone in

the United States. It will cut long vertical grooves 30 inches

deep and about | inch wide.

It consists of a frame on wheels, moving upon rails, which
carries a small vertical boiler, steam-engine, circular saw about

5 feet in diameter, and the gearing necessary for driving it and
causing the whole carriage to advance as the cut is made. The
saw is a thin circular steel blade, about f inch thick with slots all

round the edge into which the teeth are inserted. They are

arranged so that they divide the narrow cut of | inch into 3 parts,

each tooth taking ^ inch. The teeth are sharpened by grinding.

The saw is driven from the periphery by a toothed wheel on each

side, the teeth of which gear into two circular sets of holes cut

near the circumference of the saw. It is caid that while making
a cut 30 inches deep in slate, it will progress at the rate of

4 inches a minute.

The Gillott and CophyX machine {Fig. 215) has been specially

* Enr/. Min. Jour., vol. xlvii. (1889), p. 500.

t Entjineerinfi, vol. xli. (1886), pp. 154, 272.

X G. B. Walker, " Coal-getting by Machinery," Proc. Fed. Inst. 31in. Eng.,
vol. i. (1890}, p. 1 28.
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designed for cutting a more or less horizontal groove, under or in

a seam of coal, but it can also be applied to teams of other com-

paratively soft minerals. It is a cast-steel or malleable iron wheel

4 feet in diameter, armed with removable teeth, which are alter-

nately double and single. The groove which is cut is rather more
than 3 inches wide, and is big enough to allow the bracket sup-

porting the saw to enter it. Consequently, a cut can be made
nearly as deep as the diameter of the saw.

Just inside the ciicumference there is a circular rack into

which gears a bevel pinion driven by two compressed air engines

with cylinders 9 inches in diameter and having a 9-inch stroke.

The saw makes about 30 revolutions a minute. The two engines

are upon the carriage which supports the saw. The carriage runs

upon rails set at a gauge of i foot 7^ inches, and it draws itself

Fig. 215.

along by a wire rope, which has one end fixed at some convenient
point of the working face, and the other coiled upon a drum
attached to the carriage. The drum is made to revolve by a
pawl and ratchet-wheel w^orked by the engines, and there are

means of regulating the number of teeth taken by the pawl,

and in this way the advance of the machine.
Two men are required for working the machine ; the man

in front lays down the rails and sleepers, which are taken
up and passed to him by the man in the rear as soon as the
machine has gone over them. The whole machine is only i foot

9 inches above the rails ; its width, exclusive of the saw, is 3 feet

3 inches, and total length 9 feet ; it weighs altogether 24
cwt. The makers state that it will undercut to a depth of

39 inches in hard coal or shale at the average rate of 12 yards
per hour, with an air pi-essure of about 30 lbs. per square inch.

The saw cuts from back to front, and therefore clears out the
chippings that it makes.
The Rl(j(j and Meiklejohn machine, which is in operation in

Scotland, is a circular saw of somewhat similar construction.

The cutting of a preliminary groove in some of the Cheshire
salt mines has long been done by Walker's circular saw (Fig. 216).

An improved form of the Winstanley saio is doing good work at
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the Blanzy collieries. It is a circular saw 5 feet (1.50 m.) in

diameter, with 28 removable cutters, all of one shape, upon its

circumference. The cutters are arranged in fours, so that four of

Fig. 216.

them cover the whole width of the holing, which is 3 inches

(7-6 cm.) high. Two small compressed air engines, inside the

waggon which carries the saw, drive a horizontal pinion, which
gears into the spaces between the cutters ; in fact, the saw is a cog

wheel with a cutter inserted into each tooth. The depth of the

holing is 4 feet. The total weight of the machine is 35 cwt.

(iSookil.)

(4) Endless chain with cutters attached.

—

Balrd's machine*
which is used both for coal and ironstone, is of this type. A
carriage moving on rails supports two cylinders worked by com-
pressed air, and these set in motion an endless chain with cutters,

which revolves round two pulleys, one at each end of a jib or arm.

The jib can be made to extend vmder the seam for a distance

varying from 2 feet 9 inches to 5 feet, and the groove which is

cut is only 2^ inches high.

It is stated that a machine will make an undercut 2 feet g
inches deep by 100 yards long in 8 or 10 hours.

(5) Wire Saw.—The most novel method of cutting stone is

one which has been used at marble quarries in Belgium and else-

where, and is called by the inventor the Helicoidal Saw System.

It consists in sawing grooves by an endless cord, composed of

three steel wires twisted together, which travels on the rock, and
is supplied with sand and water. The sand is drawn along by
the spaces between the wires, and will cut even very hard stone.

At present only vertical grooves have been cut ; the first process

consists in sinking two pits for receiving the pulleys which guide

the cord in making its cut, and which have to be lowered as the

cut is deepened. The pits are bored 2 feet 4 inches (700 mm.) in

diameter by cylinders of sheet-iron, with the lower and cutting

edge made of sheet steel. The cylinder is made to rotate at the

* Walker, ihld.
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rate of 100 to 180 revolutions a minute by a vertical axLs set in

motion by a horizontal pulley at the top, driven by a wire rope,

whilst sand and water are fed in to the cutting edge. As the
annular groove is cut deeper and deeper, the cylinder is gradually
lowered by a little winch and two wire ropes. The cylinders now
in use are constructed so as to cut to a depth of 10 feet 9 inches

(3-30 m.). When this cut has been made, a core remains, which
can easily be broken off at the bottom and lifted out. In the
case of marble the core can be utilised and sold as a column. If

there is a demand for smaller columns, boring cylinders of less

diameter are used, and two or four holes are bored side by side.

After the removal of the columns the thin intervening partitions

of rock are broken down, and space enough is afforded for the in-

troduction of a pulley and a frame.

Two of these pulley-pits are prepared at the two extremities of
the Kne along which it is desired to make a saw-cut, which may
be 50 feet or more in length, if required, and the carriers are then
inserted. The carrier, made of channel iron, supports two
pulleys, each 2 feet in diameter ; one is fixed at the top, whilst
the second is so arranged that it can be lowered by a large screw\
The cord for sawing in the quarry is about ^ inch (6 mm.) in

diameter, made up of three wii-es of mild steel, twisted together so

Fig. 217

//^^^

as to form a strand. It is driven at the rate of 13 feet (4 m.) per
minute, and will deepen the cut in marble at the rate of 3 to 4
inches or more per hour. The friction of the spiral wires on the
pulleys and rock causes the cord to revolve a little as it is carried

forwards, and all parts of it are thus equally worn. When it is

so much worn that it no longer presents spiral spaces which will
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hold sand, it lias to be changed. If it breaks while in use, it can

very easily be spliced.

Fig. 2
1
7 represents the arrangement adopted at the Traigneaux*

Quarry, near Phihppeville, Belgium. A B C D E F is the wire

cord travelling in the direction shown by the arrows ; H and G
are the two pits which have been bored to hold the pulley-frames.

When the cutting process began, the wire cord would have been

running along the line I J ; the groove is gradually deepened

until at last it reaches the line K L.

When suitable vertical cuts have been made, the block is

severed horizontally by means of wedges.

(6) Revolving Bar with Cutters.— Under this head maybe
classed the Bower, Lechner, and Legg machines, all of which have

been designed for holing coal.

Bower's macJdne consists of a bar 3^- feet long, armed with

steel teeth, which is made to revolve at the Kite of 600 to 800

revolutions a minute by an electric motor. The bar rapidly cuts

away a groove as the motor is made to travel along the rails ; the

groove is 5 inches high in front, and 3 at the back.f

In the Lechner and Lejg X machines the cutting bar lies parallel

to the line of the face, aud not at right angles to it, as in Bower's

coal-cutter.

V. Machines for Excavating Complete Tunnels —Hither-

to machines of this kind have been little used. Three may be

mentioned—viz., the Beaumont, Brunton, and Stanley tunnellers.

The Beaumont machine has received a good deal of notice,

owing to its having been employed in the Channel Tunnel. It

consists of a very heavy horizontal iron shaft, which is made to

revolve by compressed air engines. The shaft carries a cross-head

armed with teeth, which cut away the whole face by a series of

concentric grooves. The chips are made to fall on to an endless

chain with buckets, and are thus conveyed to a waggon behind

the machine, so that no interruption of the work takes place for

loading. The machine travels forward in a cradle which tits the

bottom of the circular tunnel, and when the limit of advance is

reached, the machine is lifted up by screw-jacks, and the cradle

is once more brought under it, so that a new cut can be begun.

Like the Beaumont machine, Brunton's tunndler § excavates a

circular drift by chipping away the whole face, but in this case

the work is done by steel-cutting di.^^cs about 10 to 20 inches in

diameter, and from ^ inch to i inch thick. As yet it has been

little used.

* Copied froji a pamphlet published by the Sjciete anon;/me internatlonah

flu fil heUroid'd. Brussels, 18SS.

t G. B.' Walker, " Coal-gettiug by Machinery," Proc. Fed. Insl. Min. Etuj.,

vol. i. p. 129.

t Eiig. Mill Jour., vol. xlvi. (June iSSS). p. 399.

^ Joiir. Soc. Arts, vol. xxii. (1873-74), p. 404.
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Stanley's tunneller (Fig. 218), on the other hand, is a compara-

tively new machine already doing good work in driving headings

in coal. It consists in the main of a strong central shaft, which

carries a cross-head with two projecting arms. At the end of each

arm are three steel teeth or cr.tters. The central shaft is made to

revolve by a pair of small vertical compressed air-engine^, and the

teeth cut away an annular groove 3 to 4J inches wide. The chijs

Fig. 218.

are brought out by scrapers attached to the arms which carry the

teeth. The advance of the cutters is caused by the forward

movement of the main central shaft ; this is screwed outside, and
works in a nut attached to the frame. The rate of advance

is therefore determined by the pitch of this screw and the speed

with which it is made to turn round.

After boring the annular groove to the depth of a foot or so,

large lumps of the central core break off, and the machine is

stopped to get them out. Work is then resumed till the arms
have penetrated to their full length. The machine is stopped,

the remaining part of the core is wedged out and cleared away,

and now the frame is run forward and fixed for another cut.

The rate of progress when woiking in coal is about i yard per

hour, and during a trial of 24 hours the machine cut a tunnel

64 feet 6 inches in length. The diameter of the headings or

tunnels is 5 feet. A machine for working in harder rock with a

slower cut is being tiied.

Stanley has also made a modification of his tunneller in which

the whole of the face is cut into little pieces ; the chips are carried

off by an Archimedean screw and delivered into a waggon at the

back.

MODES OP USING HOLES FOR BREAKING
GROUND.—After hales have been bored, either by hand or l>y

machinery, a force of some kind has to be applied inside thena in

order to produce a rending action. The commonest method is to

employ an explosive, but the treatment of the suljject would not
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be complete without a brief mention of some other processea.

Holes may receive :

—

1. Wedges.
2. Water.

3. Wooden plugs.

4. Compressed air cartridges,

5. 113'draulic cartridges.

6. Lime cartridges.

7. Explosives.

I. Wedges.—When a hole has been bored, a compound wedge

can be inserted which can do the work of splitting with far

greater ease than a single wedge driven into a mere crack in the

rock. The combination of three wedges is known as the j^lug and
feathers, a flat wedge, the plug, being inserted between the

feathers, which have the outer face curved. The feathers are

placed in the hole and the plug is driven down between them with

a hammer or sledge.

Varieties of this simple apparatus, in which the wedge or the

feathers are moved by hydraulic pressure or by a screw worked

Fig. 219.

by hand, have been used for getting down coal. Fig. 219 is the

Elliott multiple wedge of the Hardy Patent Pick Company.

2. Water.—In cold climates the expansion of water in freezing

can be utilised for rending rocks in open quarries. A row of holes

is bored in the line along which it is wished to split off a block of

stone, the holes are filled with water and well stopped with wooden

plugs ; when the water is converted into ice, the block splits off.

3. Wooden Plugs.—Dry oaken plugs are diiven into holes and

then watered. The wood expands and causes a fracture.

4. Compressed Air.—Air compressed to about 400 lb. per

square inch has been employed experimentally in the place of gun-

powder for breaking down coal.

5. Hydraulic Cartridges.—Levet proposes to use a flat

metallic tube placed in a borehole, which is rammed up tightly.

The flat metalhc cartridge is then connected with an hydraulic

press, and as soon as this is worked the cartridge expands, and

the coal is broken off.

6. Lime Cartridges.—This plan is mentioned with the two

last, not because it is employed in mines at the present time, but

simply to complete the series of methods of applying a rending

force in boreholes.

A small iron pipe is first placed in the borehole, which is

2f inches in diameter, and then a cartridge of compressed lime
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with a groove to fit the pipe is inserted. The hole is now tamped
up, and water pumped into the pipe, saturating the charge.

Great heat is evolved, some of the water is convei'ted into

steam, the lime expands, and large blocks of coal are broken ofl".

7. Explosives.—Thirty years ago gunpowder was practically

the only substance used for blasting at mines ; but nowadays the

number of explosives is great, and an exact classification is

necessary before they can be conveniently studied.

With the permission of Colonel Cundill, R.A., I borrow the

classification, as well as certain details, from his Dictionary of

Explosives *

1. Gunpowder ordinarily so-called.

2. Nitrate mixtures other than gunpowder.
3. Chlorate mixtures.

4. Nitro-compounds containing nitro-glycerine ; this includes the great
dynamite class.

5. Nitro-compounds, not containing nitro-glycerine (gun-cotton, &c.)

6. Explosives in which picric acid, or a picrate, is a main constituent.

7. Explosives of the Sprengel type.

8. Miscellaneous explosives.

(i) Gunpowder.—Though gunpowder has lost much of its

former importance, owing to the greater strength of many of its

younger rivals, it is still largely employed for several reasons, viz.,

its relative cheapness ; its slower action, which renders it more
suitable for blasting in certain soft rocks and for producing rents

without any violent smashing; and lastly, its freedom from
certain dangers which cling to some of the nitro-compounds.
The formula commonly given for gunpowder is: 75 parts of

saltpetre, 15 of carbon, and 10 of sulphur; but the powder
used for bl.ibting in mines usually contains less saltpetre than
that which is employed for sporting or military purposes.

The following is an analysis of mining powder by Captain
Noble and Sir F. Abel :—

Per cent.

Saltpetre 6i-66
Potassium sulphate . . . . . 0'i2
Potassium chloride 0-14
Sulphur i5'o6
Carbon ....... 17-93
Hydrogen o-66
Oxygen ....... 2-23
Ash 0-59
"Water i-6i

IOC-00

The products of the explosion of gunpowder, according to the
same authors,t are by weight

:

* Dictionary of Explosives, London, 1889, p. vii.

+ " On Fired Gunpowder," Phil. Trans. iSSo, pp. 235, 27S.

o
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naturally tried it as a substitute for the most expensive in-

gredient of gunpowder. The drawback of such explosives is that

they get damp, owing to the deliquescence of the nitrate of soda
;

and some of the so-called waterproof cases have been insufficient

in the humid climate of Great Britain to keep out the moisture

sufficiently.

(3) Chlorate MixtTires.—Chlorate of potash is an unstable

salt, very sensitive to friction and percussion, and the explosives

made from it are so dangerous that only one, asphaline, has been

licensed in Great Britain. It was so light and bulky that it

never came into practical use.

Rack-a-rock is chlorate of potash soaked with " dead oil," a

dark heavy oil consisting chiefly of hydro-carbons, and derived

from coal tar, or with a mixture of equal volumes of dead-oil and
bisulphide of carbon, or with dinitro-benzole. The cartridges of

compressed chlorate of potash are dipped in the liquid when re-

quired for use ; the two ingredients, when separate, are not

explosive.

More than 100 tons of this explosive were used in the great

blast for removing the Hell Gate rocks in New York Harbour,
besides which large quantities had been consumed in making the

underground galleries. The variety employed at Hell Gate con-

sisted of 79 parts of finely-ground chlorate of potash, and 21 parts

of dinitro-benzole.

(4) Nitro-compounds containing Nitro-glycerine.—Miners
are deriving immense benefits from explosives of this class which
includes dynamite and its congeners.

Nitro-glycerine or glyceryl nitrate is a light yellow oily liquid

with a specific gravity of i*6, which freezes at about 40° F.

(4° C), and explodes when heated to 360° F. (180° 0.), or sub-

jected to a shock.

Its chemical composition is expressed by the formula
C3Hj(N03)3, and it is prepared by the action of nitric acid upon
glycerine. It is extremely sensitive to shocks, and under the
action of a fulminating cap it explodes with great violence. It is

less sensitive to blows and detonation when frozen than in the
liquid state.

The results of its decomposition when perfectly exploded may
be represented by the following equation :

—

aCjH.CNOa)^ = 6CO2 + 5H,0 + N, -(- O.

MM. Sarrau & Yieille * have communicated to the Academy
of Sciences the results of their researches concerning the decom-
position of certain explosives, among which is nitro-glycerine. The

* "Kecherchesexperimentalessur la decomposition rle quelqnes explosifs
en vas clos ; composition des gaz formes:" Cumptes liendax, iSSo, pp. 105

i

and 1 1 12.
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following table shows, in litres, the volume (at o" C and 760 mm,
of mercury) of each of the gases per kilogramme of the substance

exploded in a closed vessel.

Kind of Explosive.
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various mixtures of nitro-glycerine and other substances are made,
and we may place them all in the great dynamite class.

The dynamites may conveniently be arranged in two groups :

1. Dynamites with an inert base acting merely as an absorbent for the
liquid nitro-glycerine. Example : Ordinary dynamite.

2. Dynamites with an active, that is to say, an explosive or combustible
base. This explosive or combustible base may be charcoal, gunpowder or
other nitrate or chlorate mixtures, gun-cotton or other active compounds.
Examples :—Blasting gelatine, Gelatine dynamite, Gelignite, Hercules
powder, Lithofracteur.

Dynamite was made originally by mixing 75 parts by weight of
thoroughly purified nitro-glycerine with 25 parts by weight of
infusorial eai-th, known as Kiesehjuhr, sutiiciently absorbent in

quality when mixed in the above proportions to prevent exudation
of the blasting oil.

The British license for making dynamite now allows the
addition of a little carbonate of ammonium and the substitution of
carbonate of sodium, sulphate of barium, mica, talc, nitre, for a
portion of the Kieselguhr.

At ordinary temperatures dynamite is a plastic mass, gene-
rally somewhat reddish in colour, owing to a little ferruginous
matter in the infusorial earth. It freezes at about 40° F. (4° C ),

and when once frozen remains hard at higher temperatures than
40° F,

In the frozen state it is less sensitive to blows and detonation
than when plastic, but it is more susceptible to explosion when
set on fire. At some seasons in certain climates it has to be
thawed before being used. The natural warmth of some mines is

sufficient to soften it in the short interval between the time it is

taken below ground and the time it is required for use ; but it is

often necessary to resort to artificial thawing. A special pan is

supplied by the makers for this purpose. It consists of an outer
can filled with hot water, which encloses a receptacle for the
explosive. The outer can is surrounded by a bag of painted
canvas filled with a bad conductor of heat, so that the water
retains its warmth for a long time. Tlie warming-pan cannot be
put on to a fire without the outer covering being burnt ; if proper
cans are supplied, the men are less likely to try the dangerous
experiments of warming dynamite in an old meat-tin over a candle.
or upon a shovel at the smith's forge, methods of thawing that
are not unknown.
The trouble of thawing, and the possibility of the operation

being performed in a dangerous manner by the miners, are
decided disadvantages to dynamite ; and these are not the only
ones. Its behaviour with water is a source of danger. If left in

contact with water, as happens sometimes when a hole misses fire, it

disintegrates ; the heavy oily nitro-glycerine separates, and finding
its way into cracks is liable to explode with violence from the mere
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concussion, when the rock is strnck with the pick, borer, or sledge.

A fourth drawback lies in the fact that the whole of the charge
does not always go oiY

;
portions may remain intact and then explode

unexpectedly from a blow, when work is resumed after blasting.

On the other hand, the plasticity of dynamite and some other

nitro-glycerine explosives is a decided benefit, because the charge
can be pressed down so as to fit a hole which is not perfectly

cylindrical, or a cartridge can be squeezed flat and inserted into a
crack without boring any hole at all. Of course, the main advan-
tage of dynamite and its congeners over gunpowder is their

enormous strength.

Atlas Poicder.—This is a lignine dynamite, consisting of wood-
pulp or sawdust, nitrate of sodium and nitro-glycerine. It is

manufactured in the United States.

Blasting Gelatine.—This powerful and favourite explosive is

made by mixing nitro-cotton (nitro-cellulose carefully washed and
purified) with nitro-glycerine heated to about ioo° F (38° C.)

until enough nitro-cotton has been dissolved to convert the nitro-

glycerine into a jelly-like mass. The blasting gelatine in ordinary

use contains 93 to 95 per cent, of nitro-glycerine, the remainder
being nitro cotton. In the plastic state it is less sensitive to a
shock or blow than dynamite, but when frozen the reverse is the

case. One great advantage which it possesses over ordinary
dynamite is that it is practically unaftected by water. That it

must be stronger than ordinary dynamite is evident at first sight,

because an active explosive is substituted for a wholly inert sub-

stance. But there is the additional reason that the two explosives

mutually assist each other. The explosion of nitro-glycerine, as

we have seen, liberates free oxygen ; that of nitro-cotton liberates

carbonic oxide. In other words, the former explosive has more
oxygen than is necessary for complete combustion, the latter le.ss.

The excess of oxygen of the nitro-glycerine makes up for the
want of it in the nitro-cotton.

Gelatine dynamite is a mixture of 80 per cent, of blasting gela-

tine with nitrate of potassium and \\ood meal.

Gelignite is a similar mixture containing only 60 per cent, of

blasting gelatine.

Giant 'powder \s, ^ term used in America for dynamite. The
Giant powder used in California consists of nitro-glycerine, nitrate

of sodivrm and wood-pulp or sawdust. Like Atlas powder it is

therefore a lignine dynamite. Several varieties are made con-
taining from 20 to So per cent, of nitroglycerine.

In Hercules powder, also an American explosive, the nitro

glycerine is mixed with wood-pulp, carbonate of magnesium, and
nitrate of sodium, or with carbonate of magnesium, chlorate of

potassium, nitrate of potassium and white sug^r-.

Lithofracteur is no longer seen in England, though I'cgularly

used in the Australian Colonies.
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It may be looked upon as ordinary dynamite mixed with a
crude sort of gunpowder.
One analysis gave

—

Nitro-glycerine 52
Kieselguhr ...... 30
Powdered coal 12
Nitrate of so'Ja ..... 4
Sulphur ....... 2

Other varieties of the explosive contain such ingredients as

charcoal, bran, sawdust, nitrate of barium, bicarbonate of sodium.

(5) Nitrocompounds not containing Nitroglycerine.

—

The explosives of this class now in practical use are made from
the nitro-compounds :—Nitro-cellulose, Nitro-benzole, or Nitro-

naphthalene.

Xitro-cellulose or gmi-cotton is prepared by the action of a
mixture of nitric and sulphuric acids upon cotton. A mixture of

certain definite proportions and strength is used in order to secure

the special product required as a blasting agent. It lacks the
plasticity of dynamite and blasting gelatine, but it can claim the
advantage of never requiring to be thawed. It is made up into

cylindrical cartridges to suit bore-holes of various diameters, with
a central hole for the insertion of the fulminating cap or

detonator. Per se, gun-cotton is not largely used in mining.
When gun-cotton explodes properly its decomposition may be
represented by the following equation :

—

2(CsH,02,3N03) = 9CO -1- 3CO3 + 7H,0 + N«.

One of the products of the explosion is the poisonous carbonic

oxide. This disadvantage can be counteracted by the addition of

a nitrate, and tonite is an explosive produced in this manner. It

is a mixture of gun-cotton and nitrate of barium, sold in cylin-

drical cartridges coated with paraffin to keep out the moisture.

By some miners it is preferred to dynamite for reasons of safety.

It does not freeze, and there is no danger of exudation of an ex-

plosive oil, when a charge which has missed fire has to be left in

a wet hole.

Ammonite is a mixture of nitrate of ammonium with mono-
nitro-naphthalene. Bellite is a mixture of nitrate of ammonium
with di- or tri-nitro- benzole. Roburite is essentially a mixture
of nitrate of ammonium with chlorinated di-nitro-benzole. It is

a yellowish-brown powder, and is sold in cartridges. Sometimes
there is also some chloro-ritro-naphthalene as an ingredient.

It is largely used in coal mining. Securite is an explosive of

similar composition.

(6) Picric Acid and Picrates.—No explosives of this class

are in use in mines or quarries.

(7) Explosives of the Sprongel Type.—Dr. Sprengcl pre-
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pares explosives on the spot immediately befoi^e use, from
substances which by themselves are not explosive. He mixes a
combustible body with a highly oxidised body in such proportions

that the supply of oxygen shall produce complete combustion, and
he fires the mixture with a detonating cap.

Thus, for instance, nitro-benzole compounds are mixed with

Titrates of ammonium, potassium, or sodium. These could be

placed in Class 5. R.ick-a-rock, mentioned in Class 3, is an
explosive of the Sprengel type.

Dr. Sprengel's method cannot be employed in this country,

because it is not legal to manufacture explosives, even by mere
admixture of the ingredients, except in duly licensed factories.

(8) Miscellaneous Explosives.—Fulminate of mercury, used

in making detonators, Is the only explosive of this class which
requires any mention. Detonators are small copper cylinders,

closed at one end, containing a small quantity of fulminate of

mercury. They are made of various sizes to suit different

explosives.

Strength.—The strength of explosives may be compared

by firing them in holes bored in leaden cylinders, and then

Fig. 220. Fig. 221.

Fig. 223. Fig. 224. Fig. 225.

measuring the size of the cavity produced in each case. Fig.

220 shows a hole 6 inches deep bored in a strong block of

lead. The firing of 20 grammes (11-^ drachms) of gunpowder in

such a hole enlarged it but slightly (Fig. 221), whilst the dila-

tation caused in similiir holes by tiring Hke charges of dynamite
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(Fig. 222), gelignite (Fig. 223), gelatine dynamite (Fig, 224), and
blasting gelatine (Fig. 225) illustrates the enormously greater

power of these nitro-glyeerine explosives.

Charging and Firing.—The commonest method of firing a
charge is by means of the safety fuse, a cord -j\ to | inch in

diameter, containing a core of gunpowder introduced during the
process of manufacture. Upwards of forty or fifty varieties are

made to suit the requirements of the miner and the quarryman.
The cord is somewhat guarded against damp by tar, and, if more
protection is needed, the covering is increased in thickness, and
a layer of varnish is interposed. For wet ground the outer
part of the fuse is formed by one or two spiral coils of tape
or by gutta-percha. For blasting under water, the coat of gutta-

percha is often strengthened against injury by tape, or is doubled
or trebled. If still more care is necessary in order to secure an
absolutely impervious envelope, the fuse is made of lead tube, either

bare or protected in various ways. Special fuses are supplied for

export to warm countries. Fuse is usually sold in coils 24 feet in

length, but it can be obtained in longer coils for special purposes.

One or several white or coloured threads run down the centre

of the core of powder, and serve as trade-marks by which the
goods of different manufacturers can be recognised. They are

sometimes impregnated with nitrate of potassium, with the view
of carrying the fire along in case there should accidentally be a
slight interruption in the continuity of the core. Safety-fuse

burns at the rate of about two or three feet per minute, so it is

easy for the miner to secure ample time for retreat by taking a
sufficient length. Sometimes a fuse hangs fire, and many are the
accidents that have been caused by returning too speedily to a
hole on the supposition that the fuse had failed altogether.
" Hang- fires" may be due to damp, imperfection in manufacture,
or injuries before or after the fuse was put in the hole. Colonel
Majendie has shown that oil exercises a very retarding effect upon
the rate of burning of safety-fuse.

In blasting with gunpowder in the ordinary way, the charge is

put in either loose or enclosed in a paper bag, and it is pressed

down to the bottom of the hole with a wooden stick, whilst a
piece of fuse also is inserted, extending from the charge well

beyond the hole. If the powder is loose, the miner carefully

wipes down the sides of the hole with a wet swab-stick, or with a
wisp of hay twisted round the scraper, in order to remove any
loose grains adhering to the fuse or the sides of the hole, and then
presses in a wad of dry hay, moss, or paper. A little fine tamping,
often the dust from boring a dry hole, is now thrown in and
rammed down with the wooden charging-stick, and the same
process is repeated until an inch or two of tamping has been
introduced. The metal tamping-bar is now brought into opera-

tion, and the hole completely tilled. If the hole is pointing
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upwards, the stuff for tamping has to be done up in little paper
cartridges, which are pushed up and then tightly rammed.
The hole is now ready for firing. As a rule the safety-fuse is

not ignited directly. In open quarries a piece of touch-paper is

attached to the end of the fuse, so that in burning it will

eventually light the gunpowder. In mines a candle-end {snuff) is

fixed under the fuse by a piece of clay ; it is lighted to see that
everything is all right and that it will burn properly, and then
blown out. The miner puts his tools out of the way of danger,

and after shouting " Pire " several times, sets light to the candle

and beats a retreat to some place where there is no fear of being
struck by the blast, and whence he can warn persons who might
otherwise walk into danger unawares. The candle burns through
the covering of the fuse, the fire reaches the core, and is soon
conveyed to the charge, which explodes and does the necessary

work.
The old plan of firing, which is still in use in many places,

consists in inserting the needle into the charge and then tamping
vip the hole. Care is taken to draw out the needle a little as the
tamping proceeds, so as to prevent too much force being required

for its final Avithdrawal. The small hole left in this way serves

for the insertion of a straw, rush, or series of small quills filled

Fig. 226. Fig. 227. Fig. 22S.

/-^'^

with fine powder, which, like the fuse, reaches from the outside

to the charge. A short squib, which shoots a stream of spai-ks

down the needle-hole, is also used occasionally. The straw or

squib is lighted by some kind of slow match, made either by

dipping a cotton strand in melted sulphur, or soaking a piece (

f

paper or a wooden lucifer in the tallow of a candle ; touch-paper

is also used for the purpose.

Nitro-glycerine and nitro-cotton explosives are fired by the

detonation of a strong cap, which is a small copper cylinder closed

at one end, partly filled with a mixture of fulminate of mercury

and chlorate of potassium. The amount of the fulminate requii-ed

(It^pends upon the explosive, and the makers supply detonators of

(lillerent degrees of strength.
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The treble-strength detonators of the Nobel Company, supplied

for firing dynamite (Fig. 226), contain 0-54 gramme of the
mixture ; whilst the quintuple detonators, for blasting gelatine

(Fig. 227), have o"8 gramme, and the sextuple detonators i

gramme.
As full instructions for use are issued with every packet of the

nitro-glycerine explosives, it is not necessary to repeat them here.

Fig. 228 shows a hole charged with two cartridges of blasting

gelatine, a primer (i.e., a small cartridge) and cap, and afterwards
filled up with water as tamping. The fuse is turned back and
fixed by a lump of clay, and the little candle-end is placed in

position for lighting.

Pfeiffer and Wiehenkel * propose to make blasting with high
explosives safer and more eiiicient by interposing a column of

water between the charge and the primer. The concussion pro-

duced by firing a primer at the mouth of the hole is communicated
by the water to the charge, and is said to be suflicient to cause it

to explode. Of course the explosive used should be one not liable

to set free nitro-glycerine when in contact with water, as happens
with dynamite.

In a few mines where the straw still lingers in place of the
fuse, the detonator is squeezed on, and then gently inserted into

the hole left by the withdrawal of the needle.

The workman employed in getting slate frequently desires to

produce a rent without smashing the rock. He fills the hole,

Fig. 229. Fig. 230.

possibly 10 or 12 feet deep, almost up to the top, with a small-
grained gunpowder, and after ramming in a wad of dry moss and
an inch of tamping, sets light to the fuse in the usual way.
Provided his calculations are correct, the block is severed off

cleanly, and not broken up.

* German ['atent Specitication, No. 67,793, 1S93.
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In quari'ying sandstone, Knox * has found it advantageous to

leave an air-chamber above the charge of gunpowder in the
rifting holes (Fig. 229). A is the powder, B the air-space, and C the
tamping resting upon a wad of hay, grass, oakum, or paper.

For the purpose of firing several holes simultaneously, Messrs.

Eickford, Smith & Co., the original inventors of the safety-fuse,

have brought out a special arrangement, the action of which is

rendered plain by the Fig. 230. An ordinary fuse is fixed into a
metal case called the igniter, from which a number of instantaneous

fuses convey fire to as many separate holes. It is found in prac-

tice that this fuse answers very well.

In mines where the atmosphere may be inflammable from the

presence of fire-damp, the burning fuse may become a source

of danger, and a special igniter has been devised by Messrs.

Eickford, Smith & Co., to prevent accidents arising from this

cause. With the same object in view, frictional exploders have
been introduced, which ignite the charge when a string is pulled

;

but these belong more especially to the domain of coal-mining.

Charges may be readily fired singly or simultaneously with the

aid of electricity, either of high or low tension. Low-tension

fuses have the advantage that they can be tested with a weak
current and a galvanometer before use. If the galvanometer is

not deflected, it is evidpnt that the fuse is defective.

Fig. 231 shows a fccbion of one of Erain's high-tension fuses. A
is a cylindrical wjodui case containing a paper cartridge, B, with

Fig. 23

an electric igniting composition, C, at the bottom. Two copper

Avires, D D, enclosed in gutta-percha, E E, reach down to the

composition, where they are about ^\ inch apart. A copper cap
or detonator, G, is fixed on the small end of the wooden case.

The insulated wires, D D, are long enough to reach beyond the

bore-hole. The ends of the wires are i^craped bare, and one wire

of the first hole is twisted together with one wire of the next

hole, and so on, and finally the two odd wires of the first and last

liole are connected to the two wires of a single cable, or to two
separate cables extending to some place of safety to which the men
can retreat. Here the two cable ends are connected by binding

screws to a frictional electrical machine or a dynamo exploder.

The electricity passes through the wires, making a spark at

* See p. 162.
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Figs. 232 & 233.

each break, and so firing the electiic igniting composition. The
flame flashes through the hole, H, and ignites the fulminating
mercury, the detonation of which causes the explosion of the

dynamite, blasting gelatine, or tonite surrounding the cap.

The fuses supplied by Nobel's Explosives Company are some-
what different. Their high-tension fuse (Fig 232) consists of a
copper cap. A, into which has been pressed a mixture of fulminate
of mercury and chlorate of potash, B

;

D D are two insulated wires, the ter-

minals of which are embedded in Abel's

flashing composition, F ; C is waterproof

cement, which serves to hold the wires in

position and to close the detonator. The
detonator and a few inches of the wire

are dipped in shellac varnish, so as to

make certain that no water can penetrate

during use. The current of electricity

produces a spark between the terminals,

ignites the flashing composition, and fires

the fulminate.

The low-tension fuse (Fig 233) differs

in having a thin bridge of platinum wire,

E, soldered across the terminals. This

bridge is embedded in a composition, F, _ _

consisting of gunpowder and gun-cotton.

When the current of electricity passes through the bridge, it

heats the wires to redness, igniting the composition and firing the
fulminate as before.

Electric firing has the great advantage of enabling the miner
to retire to a perfectly safe place before attempting to explode the
charge. This is important in sinking shafts, where the means of
escape are less easy than in levels. A second advantage is the
absence of danger from a " hang-fire," an occasional source of

accident with the ordinary safety-fuse. On the other hand, in the
case of simultaneous blasting, it is impossible to be sure whether
all the holes have gone off properly, and electrical firing was given
up in driving a level in Saxony,* because unexploded dynamite
cartridges were so frequently found among the rubbish after

blasting.

DRIVING AND SINKING.—We now come to the appli-

cation of the hand and machine tools in driving levels and
sinking shafts.

A level or drift is a more or less horizontal passage or tunnel,
whilst a shaft is a vertical or inclined pit.

In driving a level by hand labour in hard ground, the fir.-t

* Dannenberg, Jalith. f. d. Berg- vnl Hiittenwesen im K. Saclisen mif
dm Jahr i8go, p. 37.
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thing the miner has to do is to " take out a cut," i.e., blast out a
preliminary opening in the " end " or " forebreast." The position

of this first hole is determined by the joints, or natural planes

of division, which the miner studies carefully so as to obtain the

greatest advantage from them.
Thus Fig 234 shows a case in which, owing to joints, it was

advisable to begin with hole No. i, and then bore and
blast 2, 3, and 4, one after the other. The miner, as a rule,

does not plan the position ot any hole until the previous one has
done its work ; in fact, he regulates the position and depth of

each hole according to the particular circumstances of the case.

In many of the drivages at the Festiniog slate mines there is

a well-marked inclined plane of separation, known as the " clay

slant," along which the level is carried. The first holes are

directed towards this " slant," and most of them are bored up-

wards; in this manner wedge-shaped pieces of slate are easily

blasted out, and subsequent holes are bored so as to increase the

Fig. 235.

size of this opening until the whole face of the " end " has
been taken away.
Though a vein and its walls may be hard, there is occasionally

a soft layer of clay (D D, D D, Fig. 235) along one wall {dig,

Cornwall; </o?t^e, U.S. ). The miner works this away with the
pick, and, after having excavated the groove as deep as possible,

blasts down the lode by side-holes, and so pushes the level for-

ward.
At St. Just, in Cornwall, a narrow groove is worked out by

a flat chisel called a jneker.

In sinking a shaft a similar method of proceeding is adopted.
A little pit {sink) is blasted out in the most convenient part,

and the excavation is widened to the full size by a succession
of blasts, each hole being planned according to circumstances
This series of operations is repeated, and the shaft is gradually
deepened.

Where boring machinery is employed, less attention and some-
times no attention is paid to natural joints, because, when once
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tlie drill is in its place, it is very little trouble to bore a few

more holes, and the work can be carried on according to a

system which is certain of effecting the desired result.

A common mode of di'iving in hard ground is shown in

Figs. 236 and 237. Four centre holes are bored about a foot

Fig. 2^6. Fig. 237.

Fig. 238.

1^^
apart at first, but converging till at a depth of 3 feet they are

within 6 inches or less of each other.

Other holes are then bored around them until the end is

pierced by twenty or thirty holes in all. The four centre holes

are charged and fired simultaneously, either by electricity or

by Bickford's instantaneous fuse, and the result is the removal
of a large core of rock. The holes round this preliminary

opening are then charged and fired, generally in volleys of several

holes at a time, and the level is thus carried forward a dis-

tance of 3 feet. If large holes are bored,

and if the ground is more favourable,

fewer will be required.

The Halkyn Drainage Tunnel (Flint-

shire) is being driven (7 feet high by

7 feet wide) in limestone by fourteen

holes for each advance; they are started

with a 3^-inch bit, and finished with a

2|-inch bit. The holes are placed as

shown (Fig. 238), and are bored to a depth

of about 3 feet 9 inches each. They are

charged with dynamite, 25 lbs. being

used for the fourteen holes, and then blasted in four volleys :

—

ist volley :—Nos. i, 2, 3, and 4 together, which take out the

central core.

2nd volley :—The side holes, 5, 6, 7, 8, are fired.

3rd volley:—The top holes, 9, 10, 11, are tired, the fuses being
arranged so that No. 10 goes off before Nos. g
and II.

4th volley :—The bottom holes, 12, 13, 14, the fuses being
arranged so that No. 1 3 goes off before Nos. 1

2

and 14.

^^$55555^^^^^^"
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Roughly speaking, it takes five hours to bore the fourteen

holes, and five hours more to charge and blast them, and clear

away the rubbish.

Some engineers direct the four centre holes so that they

meet at the apex of an acute pyramid, and, after all have been

charged with dynamite, only one receives a primer and cap,

because the shock of the explosion of this charge is sufficient to

fire the other three adjacent charges simultaneously.

The preliminary opening is not necessarily made in the centre

of a level. Sometimes it is blasted out in the bottom or on one

side where there are natural joints to favour one of these methods
;

but when the rock is uniform it is best made in the centre, for

thei'e the blasts can have the freest play.

At Bex, in Switzerland, where water power is abundant, a con-

siderable saving in cost has been eflected by cutting a preliminary

groove in the centre line of the level by a hosseyeuse.

Seven holes, each 3^ inches (8 cm.) in diameter, are bored 2

inches (5 cm.) apart in a straight line,

Fig. 239. and the borer is then replaced by a

tool which breaks down the partitions.

A groove 2 feet 10 inches (86 cm.)

long and 3^ inch (8 cm.) wide is thus

formed, and after the bosseyeuse has

been removed, holes 1-2 inches {3 cm.)

in diameter are bored around by a

Ferroux drill as shown in the diagram,

Fig. 239.
The holes A, B, C, D, E, F, G, are

blasted at one time, but the fuses of

A and B are cut shorter than the

others, so that they go off first. The
result of this volley is the produc-

tion of a large opening, and then the

filling of hole H, and subsequently of

the outside holes, completes the level for a length of 4 feet

(i*20 m.).*

In driving with the Ferroux drill in the ordinary

way, blasting out a central core, with dynamite,

the cost per metre of level driven was . . Fr. 73 40
By using the bosseyeuse to make a central groove,

and then the Ferroux drill for the remaining

holes, the cost per metre was only . . • Fr. 39 40

Saving effected by the use of the bosseyeuse . Fr. 34 00

The saving therefore is as much as 46 per cent. ; but in this caso

the extra water power required is costing nothing.

* Rosset. Notice stir les salines de Lex, Bex, 1888, p. 21-
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In sinking shafts by boring machines, operations are con-
ducted much in the same way as in levels, save of course that the
holes are directed downwards.

Figs. 240 and 241 are a plan and a section of a shaft which was
sunk at the Foxdale mines in the Isle of Man. About forty-five

holes were bored in the bottom of the shaf<> before the drills were
removed. Two of the holes (A and B), and occasionally four, were

Fig. 240. Fig. 241.

bored only 4 feet deep, and were blasted with ordinary fuse. They
served simply to smash up and weaken the core ; then the six

holes nearest the centre, which were 8 feet deep, were blasted

all together with Bickford's instantaneous fuse, and the result

was the removal of a large core, leaving a deep sink. The re-

maining holes were fired in volleys of four at a time in the

ordinary way. In this manner the shaft, which was in hard
granite, was deepened at the rate of 3^ or 4 fathoms a month.
Tonite was the explosive used.

FIRE-SETTING.—Though hard ground is almost invariably

nowadays attacked by boring and blasting, the very ancient pro-

cess of fire-setting is not quite obsolete. The efi"ect of a fire is to

make a rock split and crack, and render it easily removable by
the pick or by wedges.

In 1876 I saw a level in course of being driven in the Kongsberg
silver mine, Norway, through crystalline schists, by this method.
A fire of logs of fir was made in the end, and the smoke was
conducted away to one of the shafts by an oval sheet- iron pipe,

2 feet by i foot.

It took eight cords of wood to drive i fathom of level, and the

rate of advance was 9 fathoms in 7 months. The fire was usually

made up twice in every 24 hours. In another part of the mine
an adit level was being driven at the rate of 2 fathoms a month,
with a consumption of 15 to 18 cords of wood. In this case an
arch was built in the roof of the level to form a passage for the

smoke, and the iron pipe was used near the end.

In driving in hard rock in the gold mines of Korea,* a pile of

* W. J. Pierce, "Gold Mining and Milling in Korea," Trans. An. Ins'.

M. E., vol. xviii., 1S90, p. 363.
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wood is sot on fire near the face of the tunnel, and allowed to

burn for 24 hours. The place is then allowed to cool for thr-ee or

four days, when the miners return and break down the loosened

rock with hammer and gad. Fire-setting is also employed in

mining jade in Burmah,* and in quarrying stone in India. f Lastly,

the Siberian prospector avails himself of the softening action of

fire for sinking small trial shafts through ice and frozen ground
in search of auriferous gravel.

EXCAVATING BY WATER.—We turn naturally from
fire, one of the four elements of the ancients, to another, water,

as a means of breaking ground.

Water can be applied either for dissolving the rock or mineral,

or for loosening it and then carrying it away.

There are two cases in which water may act as a solvent—viz.,

common salt and copper. It is used, as we shall see in speaking

of the methods of working, to dissolve out salt from saliferous

rocks, and it can also be employed for excavating upwards or

downwards in rock-salt. For excavating upwards (" putting up
a rise"), a jet of water is made to play upon the roof of a level,

and means are taken to carry oft' the brine in troughs (launders)

without dissolving away the floor. For sinking from one level to

another, a bore-hole is first put down, and this is gradually

widened by the solvent action of w^ater.

When old workings containing the sulphides of copper are left

exposed to the action of air and the percolation of rain water,

part of the copper becomes converted into a soluble sulphate, and
water pumped up from the mine may become a profitable source

of the metal. This is the case at Parys mine in Anglesey.

There are also two cases in which water is made to act as a

loosener and conveyer—viz., for working clay and gold.

A stream of water is turned on to the deposits of china clay,

and, aided by work with a pick, it carries everything to settling

pits. The most important application of water is the process of

washing away thick beds of auriferous gravel, known as hydraulic

mining. A huge jet of water under pressure is made to play

against the bank of gravel, undermine it, cause it to fall, and so

thoroughly disintegrate it that everything save the largest

boulders is carried away in the stream. Full details of these pro-

cesses will be given in Chapter VI. (Exploitation).

* En(/. Min. Jovrn., vol. xlviii., 1SS9, p. 359.

t Ibid., p. 547.
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CHAPTER V.

SUPPORTING EXCAVATIOXS.

Various kinds of timber used for supports.—Preservation of timber from
dry rot.—Tools.—Timbering levels, shafts, and working places.

—

Masonry, brickwork and concrete for levels and shafts.—Iron and
steel supports for levels, shafts, and working places.—Special pro-
cesses for sinking through watery strata : boring, compressed air and
freezing methods.

Excavations made in hard ground will frequently stand with-

out any props whatever for an unlimited time, but the miner
has generally to deal with rocks which sooner or later give way
unless supported. Consequently it becomes necessary to adopt
means of securing the underground passages and working places,

either during the process of excavation, or at all events very
soon afterwards.

The methods of securing mining excavations may be classified

according to the materials used for the protective lining, viz.,

timber, masonry, iron, or steel.

TIMBER.—In Europe, varieties of the following kinds of

trees are those most frequently employed underground : Oak,
larch, pine, fir, and acacia.

The oak is especially adapted for mining purposes on account
of its strength and its durability. It will resist alternate

exposure to wet and dryness, and under water it is almost im-
perishable. In England we have two principal varieties, Quercua
robur pedunculata and Quercus rohur sessilifiora.

The conifers, larch, pine, and fir, have the advantage of

furnishing straight timber, of even grain, comparatively light,

easily worked, having few branches, and less expensive than oak.

The larch (Abies larix or Larix Europera, D. C.) is an excellent

mining timber. The large amount of resin it contains seems to
act as a preventive against decay. It is tough and strong, and
lasts a long time, even when altei-nately wet and dry.

The American pitch pine {Pinus rigida) is a timber largely

imported into this country for mining purposes, and it is used
not only for securing shafts and levels, but also for pump-rods,
bridges, sides of ladders, &c. It is remarkable for its perfectly

straight growth ; it is hard, highly resinous, and very durable.
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The Scotch fir {Pinus sylvestris) is a tree that furnishes a great

(leal of mining timber. The British-grown timber is largely

used for props, whilst balks imported from Norway and Sweden
serve for heavy work in many mining districts.

The spruce fir [Abies excelsa) is not a timber to be recom-
mended for mine supports where durability is required.

The acacia has the property of lesisting the effects of bad air

and high temperatures very much better even than oak.

Mr. Fernow* gives the following list of the vaiious kinds of

mining timber which are available in the United States, eacii

series being arranged in order of durability, beginning with the

trees most adapted to resist decay.

Eastern Range.

Conifers.—Red cedar [Juniperus Virgimava, L.) ; White c.e(\aT (CJiamcrci/-

2Kiris sjjJueroideo, Spach.) ; Arbor vitas (TIniya occidentalix, L.) ; Bald
cypress ('J'axudium distichvm, Rich) ; Long-leaved pine (I'hius palustris.

Miller) ; Red pine {Pinus re><inosa, Ait.) ; Cuban pine (Pinus Cubensis,

Griseb.) ; Short-leaved pine [Pinus witis, Michx.).

Broad-leaved trees.— White oak [Qiiercus alba, L.) ; Post oak (Quercus
o^'tusiloba, Michx.) ; Chestnut oak [Qitercm prinus, L ) ; Live oak [Quercus

virens. Ait.); Basket oak (Quercus Muliauxii, Nutt.) ; Burr oak (Quercus

macrocdrjm, Michx.); Osage orange (Madura aurantica, Nutt.); Hardy
catalpa {Catalpa sjyeciosa, Warder); Black locust (Bobinia pseudacacia,
T,.)

; Honey locust [Gleditschia triacanthos, L); Red mulberry [Morus rubra,

L.); Chestnut (Castunea vulgaris, var. Americana, A.D.C.)

Rocky Mountain Region.

Red cedar (Juniperus J'irginiana, L.) ; Pinyon pine (Pinus edidis,

fngelra.) : Foxtail pine (Pinus B(dfouriuna, Murray) ; Douglas spruce
(I'scudotsiiga Douglasii, Carr. ); Western larch (Larix occidentuli>; Nutt.);

Burr oak [Quercus macrocaipa, Michx.)

Pacific Slope.

Yew (Taxus hrevifolia, Nutt.); Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens, Ehd-
licher); Lawson's cypress (Cliamfeciip)aris Lawsoniana, Pari.); Canoe
cedar (Thuya gigantea, Nutt.); Douglas spruce [Pseudotsuga Douglasii,

Carr.) ; AVestem larch [Larix occidentalis, Nutt.) ; Live oak [Quercus
chrgsdepis, Liebm.) ; Post oak (Quercus Garryana, Dough).

The Douglas f-pruce, or Oregon fir or pine, is not only

used in America, but also exported to Au.^tralia. It is a very

straight wood, of even grain ; it has the disadvantage of easily

taking fire.

In Australia, the native woods are commonly used for mining
purposes, and among them different species of Eucalyptus are

specially prominent.

The Jarrah [Eucali/ptus maryinata) is a native of Western

* "The Mining Industry in its Relations to Forestry," Trans. Am. Inst.

M.E., vol. xvii., iSSS, p. 264.
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Australia. It gives a red, heavy, intensely hard wood, which is

difficult to work with ordinary tools. It resists decay in a le-

markable manner, in fact it is practically indestructible ; the white
ant and the " teredo navalis " will not attack it. Up to the present
time there has been little need of mining timber in the colony of

which it is a native ; but it is exported to South Australia and
New South Wales, and used for shaft-frames and other special

purposes.

The grey or white iron-bark {Eucalyptus crelra, F. v. M.),

and the red or black iron-bark {Eucalyptus leucoxylon, F. v. M.),

both give hard, heavy, strong, and durable timber, and are among
the most useful of the forest trees in Australia.

Grey box {Eucalyptus largijlorens) is a hard, tough, durable
wood which lasts well underground. The young trees supply
much prop timber in certain localities.

Stringy bai'k {Eucalyptus obliqua), possesses similar good
qualities ; and it is imported into Australia from Tasmania if

the supply of the native-grown timber is insufficient or less easily

obtainable. It is employed as sawn timber, or split, and the
small trees make excellent props.

Among other species of Eucalyptus may be mentioned the
slaty gum {E. hicolor, A. Cunn.), and bloodwood, {E. corymhosa,
Sm.), both strong and diu-able and used for railway sleepers.

The prickly leaved tea-tree {Melaleuca armillaris) gives a
hard, strong, heavy timber, lasting well underground.
New Zealand can boast of the magnificent Kauri pine

{Dammara Australia), a slow-growing tree, some living examples
being estimated to be 2000 years old.* It contains a fluid resin

which oozes out from every part, and hardens into large masses
of opaque gum. It is light, elastic, even-grained and strong.

Besides being used for timbering mines in New Zealand, it is

exported to Australia for the same purpose.

Matai {Podocarpus ferruyinea), a reddish-brown, moderately
hard wood, Miro {Podocarpus spicata), and Rewarewa {Kniyhtia
excelsa) may also be mentioned among the New Zealand mining
timbers.

In Japan the levels are sometimes timbered with bamboo.
Preservation of Timber.—Most authorities consider that the

best time for felling timber is winter, when the wood has the least

amount of sap in it, because fermentation of the sap is one great

cause of decay. For this re9.son also, timber should be seasoned
before it is used; that is to say, it should be allowed to dry gradually
and so lose the sap by evaporation. Fernowf says that proper
seasoning is more important than the time of felling. As regards

* Laslett, Timber and Timber Trees, London, 1875, P- 296.
+ Op. cit. and " Relation of Railroads to Forest Supplies and Forestry."

Bulletin Ko. I, For-'slrij Dioi^iion, Ve^nirlment of AyricuUare, U.S.A. Wash-
ington, 1SS7, pp. 37 and 67.
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the removal of the bark or not, there is a difference of opinion,

but it certainly facilitates the seasoning ; and in the case of oak

the bark may be taken off for sale by the owner of the plantations,

before he disposes of the timber to the miner. On the whole it

seems advit^able to remove the bark, and for two reasons—(i) less

liability to rot, and (2) earlier indications of incipient crushing.

When stored at the mine, timber is best preserved under cover,

protected from w ind and weather, but with ample access of air

;

and it is important to remove all decaying wood, whether logs,

chips, or sawdust, and destroy it by fire, so as to prevent the

spread of the contagion. The timber should lie upon supports

and not directly on the ground, and the pieces should not be

placed too close together.

According to Laslett,* " the approximate time required for

seasoning timber under cover, and protected from wind and

weather, is as follows :

—
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The timber is treated in one of the following ways :

—

(i) Steeping.—The timber is simply placed in the preservation solution,

and allowed to absorb what it can.

(2) Hydrostatic Process.—The preservative solution is forced in by
hydrostatic pressure.

(3) Vacuum. Process.—The timber is placed in boilers, and steam is

admitted ; the air and vapours are then exhausted, and a preservative

turned in tinder pressure.

(4) Painting, i.e., application with a brush.

It was found by experiments carried on at Commentry during

a long series of years, that one of the best methods was soaking the

timber for twenty-four hours in a strong solution of sulphate of

iron (green vitriol). The total cost was only |d. per yard of prop,

whilst the timber lasted eleven times as long as when this simple

treatment was omitted. " Caibolineum " is a patent preparation

laid on with a brush like paint, which is well spoken of by the

mining officials at Saarbriicken.* The cost of two coats of the

preservative material on a prop 8 feet long by 10 inches in

diameter (2'5 m. by 25 cm.) is about 7jd.

The duration of a prop, or other piece of timber, is not the

only point to be considered in deciding whether it is worth while

paying the cost of some preservative treatment. The expense of

the labour in the renewal of unsound timber, such as the cutting

of fresh hitches, must not be overlooked.

Tools.—Timber is used in various forms— either whole and
merely sawn into lengths, or hewn or sawn into square balks, or

sawn in half, or sawn or split into planks of different thicknesses.

The tools used by the miner for shaping the timber are the

saw and axe ; in addition he requires a measuring scaff, a sledge

or a wooden mallet for driving the timber into its place, a hammer
and " moil " for chipping out recesses or niches (hitches), plumb
line and level.

The saws vary in diflferent countries. In Great Britain the

timberman's saw is the ordinary hand-saw of the carpenter,

though a cross-cut saw worked by two men is used for cutting

large props or balks. In the Hartz the timberman uses a saw
somewhat resembling our cross-cut saw in shape, but smaller in

size, and having the toothed edge curved, whilst in Saxony a
frame saw is preferred. All large mines have a circular saw, and
some are provided with special machines for cuttitig the joints of

supporting frames.

The axe varies in shape more according to the fancy of the user

than any special difference in the purpo.-e for which it is used.

The inoil is merely a pointed steel bar. In order to ascertain

the length required for a piece of timber to fit a given place, the

timberman uses a measuring staff', consisting of two bais of wood

* ZcUtschi'.f. B.- H. u. S.-Wcsen, vol. xxxviii., 1S90, p. 265.
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which are made to slide upon each other, and then fixed in any
position by a thumb-screw. One end is often rounded so that it

may reach to the bottom of the niche (hitch) which has been cut

in the rock. The plumb line and level need no description.

The principal kinds of excavations in mines are levels, shafts,

and ordinary working places. These will be taken in order, and
the methods of securing them dealt with briefly.

Levels.—Though a level is an excavation of a very simple

nature, the methods of timbering it vary considerably, because

the parts requiring support may either be the roof alone, or the

roof and one or two sides, or the roof, sides, and bottom.

If the roof only is weak, as is the case with a soft lode between

two hard walls, a cap with a few boards resting on it (Fig. 242)

Fig. 242. Fig. 243.

is sufficient to prevent falls. If one side is weak the cap must

be supported by a side prop or h'j (Fig. 243), and very often by

two legs. The form of joint between cnp and leg are numerous

(Fig. 244), depending to a great extent on the nature of the

Fig. 244.. ]i 245. Fig. 246.

pressure, whether coming upon the top or sides, and also on the

shape of the timber, whether round or square. With round

timber the top of the leg may be hollowed out as shown in

Fig. 245 a; but occasionally the joint is flat, and a thick nail

or nocj is put (Fig. 245 b) to prevent the eflfects of side pressure,
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or, better, a piece of thick plank is nailed under the cap
(Fig. 246).

Where the floor of a level is soft and weak, a sole-piece or sill

becomes necessary, and if the sides or roof are likely to full in, a

Fig. 247.

Fig. 248.

SOLE, pi EC t^
lining of planks or poles is used (Fig, 246). " Horned sets

"

(Fig. 247)* are u.seful in loose ground.

Fig. 248 shows the special .system adopted on the Comstock lodef

for some very heavy ground. The outer planks {la'jijinrj) are put

close together, and the method
of jointing has been carefully de-

signed so as to prevent any yield-

ing under the enormous pressure

to which it is subjected. These
levels are 6 feet high inside the

timber.

As an instance of timbering on
a much larger scale, I give a re-

presentation of the supports fit

Rio Tinto, Spain (Fig. 249 ); the

height of the level from the

ground.sill [a) to the cap (c) is 12

feet 7 inches (3'85 m.), so as to

allow the passage of locomotives.

In di'iving levels for the deep '

gold-bearing gravels in the Cari-

boo district, B.C., J spruce fir i to 2 feet in diameter, simply

Fig. 249.

J' €0

barked, is used for making the sets. The lagging Ls in pie \£-

* Rep. Insp. Mines, Victoria, for i8j5, p. 7. Melbourne, 1876.

t Hague, '"MiniEg Industry," United Slates Geolofjical Exploration of the

Fortieth Para'lel, vol. iii., plate iv., p. 113. Wa.'ihington, 1870.

X Dawson, "General Note on the Mines and Minerals of Economic Value
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4 feet long, 5 inches wide, and 2 inches thick, and is split out of logs.

The ground is so heavy that the frames (sets) are only a few inches

apart in some places. Where the ground is very wet, spruce brush-

wood is placed behind the lagging.

In the Day Dawn mines in Queensland,* the gold vein some-

times attains a width of 60 feet ; the hanging wall is not strong,

and large portions of the lode itself are apt to slip away.

20 23FE.!:T

5 6 -/uit?:a

Though the levels could be driven without diGculty, it was found
impossible, with the ordinary methods of timbering, to keep them
open permanently after the vein had been worked away, and the
whole pressure of the heavy ground on the hanging wall had to

be supported. At last the so-called "pigsty" method was tried,

and it has been found very successful. It consists in piling up
logs 4 to 8 feet long, two by two, crosswise, and so building a
support which covers a comparatively large area.

Pigs. 250 and 251 represent the pigsty timbering; the former is

of Jioiti-h Cohimbi.i," GpoI. Survey, Canada. Eeprinted from Canadian
J't'cijic Iiail(rai/ Iteporf, 1877, p. 8.

* This d'^cription ami the tigures have been kindly supplied by Mr.
Joseph Shakesijrear, one of the Government Inspectors of Mines in Queens-
land.
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a section along the line of dip, the latter along the line of strike.

As the drivage progresses, strong sills, 10 to 12 inches in diameter,

are laid along the floor of the level. These sills may be as much
as 25 feet in length, and two of them are laid under each row of

sties, which are placed about 6 or 8 ft. apart in the direction

of the level. The number across the level depends upon the

width of the lode, and the spaces between the rows of pigsties

form the roads for the waggons. The cap-pieces are made of

Fig. 251.

Scale
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timber 15 inches in diameter, and they rest upon the pigsties.

Upon the cap-pieces comes a row of poles, which support the
deads when the lode is woiked away above.

Where the width of the lode is not too great, the sills are dis

pensed with ; the ground at the bottom of the level behind the
end is excavated, and the pigsties are built up from the foot-

wall. Consequently, when the lode is removed by the workings
below, the level is not affected because the timbeiing is supported
from the undisturbed footwall.

When sills are used in a very wide lode, pigsties resting upon
the footwall are built up whilst the ore is being excavated, and
they are arranged so as to come exactly under the sills and carry

their weight.

This method of support requires a great deal of timber, but

it has the advantage tliat the small logs used for the pigsties are

inexpensive and easily handled, compared with huge balks

required with the -other systems.
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If the ground is loose so that the roof or sides, or both, will run

in urdess supported, the method of working culled spilling, sjnling,

or poling is pursued. It consists in snpporting the weak parts by

boards or poles in advance of the last frame set up. The process

may be described as pushing out a protecting shield in very

narrow sections, one at a time. The poles or boards {laths) are

driven forward by blows from a sledge, and the ground is then

worked away with the pick ; this removal of ground enables the

laths to be diiven in further ; the pick is now once more called

into requisition, and by successive small advances the shield of

poles or boards is extended a distance of 3 or 4 feet. Fig. 252
shows one of the advance poles partly driven, with the front end

Fig. 252.

resting upon a set of timber; the pole behind it is in its final

position. The section, Fig. 253, explains that the lower set of

poles, those which are in the course of being driven, have room
enough to slide on top of the cap, owing to the blocks placed
upon it being slightly thicker than their diameter.

In running ground it is necessary to have the laths fitting

closely together, and the working face must also he supported by
breast-boards, kept in place by little struts resting against the
neaiest frame. These are removed and advanced one by one,

alter the laths in the roof, sides and bottom have been driven
beyond them.

In a few instances the end of a level in running ground has
been kept up by covering the entire Avorking face with wooden
wedges; an advance was gi-adually effected by driving them in

with a heavy sledge. The sides and top of the level were pro-

tected by laths in the ordinaiy way.

Shafts.—The timbering requiied for shafts varies according to

the nature of the ground and the size of the excavation. A mere
lining of planks set on their edges (Fig. 254) suffices for small
shafts, corner-pieces being nailed on so as to keep the succes.sive

frames together.

The usual method of securing shafts is by sets or frames. Each
set consists of four pieces—two longer ones called wall plates, and
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two shorter ones called end pieces. They are joined by simply

halving the timber at each end, as shown in Fig. 255, the wall-

plate being made to rest upon the end-piece, thou<jh tliis arrange-

ment is sometimes reversed, A more complicated joint (Fig. 256)

is often preferred. The separate frames are kept apart by distance

Fig. 254. Fig. 255. Fig. 256.

pieces (studdles, Cornwall; jor/s, Flintshire; posts, U.S.), and
loose ground is prevented from falling in by boirds or poles

outside. The length of the distance pieces must depend vipon

the solidity of ihe ground. If the ground is very weak they are

not used at all, and the successive frames are put in touching each
other ; in loose ground near the surface the distance between
the frames may be 18 inches, for instance, and then increased

gradually to 4 or 5 feet when the shaft has penetrated into harder
strata.

The end-pieces are sometimes made long enough to project a
foot or eighteen inches Leyond the wall-plates, and rest in niches

in the rock. Another plan is to insert bearers at regular intervals

—

say every 30 feet—under the end-pieces. The bearers are generally

of oak, and in a shaft of medium size pieces 12 inches by 12

inches ai-e taken, and cut four or five feet longer than the end-
pieces. They therefore project 2 to 2 feet 6 inches at each end
into solid ground, and decidedly add to the security of the timber
lining.

The sides of the shaft are further prevented from falling in by
planks which rest against the wall-plates and the end-pieces.

During the process of sinking, the last fr-ames are kept in position

by strong iron clamps, and when a length of 10 or 1 2 feet has been
completed, planks (lashings or listings) are nailed on inside, stretch-

ing over several frames and so binding them all together.

This lining of a shaft may be regarded as a very long box,
with strengthening ribs at short intervals. As shafts are
frequently used for the several purposes of pumping, hoisting, and
affording means of ingress and egress by ladders, it becomes
necessary to divide them into con)partments. Pieces of timber
parallel to the end-pieces {himtons or dividings) are fixed across

the shaft, and serve to stay the wall-plates, to hold the guides or
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condiictoi^s, to support planks (casing boards), which are nailed to

them so as to form a continuous partition or brattice, and to

assist in carrying the ladder platforms.

The magnificent timbering of some of the shafts on the
Comstock lode is described by Mr. James D. Hague* as follows :

—

" The timbering consists of framed sets or cribs of square
timber, placed horizontally 4 feet apart, and separated by uprights
or posts introduced between them. Cross-timbers for the par-

titions between the compartments form a part of every set. The
whole is covered on the outside by a lagging of 3 -inch plank
placed vertically."

Figs. 257, 258, and 259, copied from Mr. Hague's plates, illustrate

this method of timbering. Fig. 257 is a plan of the shaft. '' S S

are the longitudinal or sill-timbers ; T T, the transverse end
timbers ; r, guide-rods between which the cage moves

; g, gains

cut in the sill-timbers to receive the ends of the posts. The
sheathing or lagging is seen enclosing the whole frame."

Fio. 258 is a transverse section through the partition-timber

{dividing) P, of Fig. 257, "between the pumping compartment

Fig. 258

Ulll I

Fig 259.

p '--'
r-Yf

and the adjoining hoisting compartment, looking towards the

latter. In this figure, G G are the posts; S, the sill-timbers;

F, the partition-timbers, the ends of which are framed with short

* " Mining Industry," Un ted States Geo'ogkal Exploration of ilte Fortieth

J'drallel, vol. iii. p. 103.
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tenons that are received in gains cut in the sill-timbers and the

ends of the posts ; r, guide rod ; I, lagging or sheathing."

Fig. 259 is an end view of the frame shown in Fig. 257.
" The single piece T forms the end, while the double pieces P,

forming the partitions, are seen beyond. The outer timbers of

each set—that is, the two sides and ends of the main frame—are

14 inches square; the posts, ten in number, four at the corners

and two at each end of the partitions, are of the same size. The
dividing-timbers forming the partitions are 1 2 inches square."

The pigsty system of supporting ground has been applied to

an inclined shaft at Day Dawn* Mine in Queensland, in which
the ordinary system of frames was proving inadequate. In this

case the shaft had been sunk on the inclined lode ; the ore had
been removed on each side and replaced by " deads," and the

sides and roof were supported by ordinary frames and laths. The
manager took out a strip of deads on each side of the shaft, and
as soon as sufficient room had been made, he built up a couple of

pigsties, and then another two, and so on. The space between
them served as a passage {winze) for winding-up the deads as the

work progressed downwards. The ends of the long horizontal

balks of iron-bark timber (caps) stretching across the shaft were
made to rest upon the pigsties, and upon them were placed poles

which supported the roof {hanging-wall). Since this method has
been adopted there has been no trouble with the shaft. The
subsidence of the hanging-wall has been going on, but the pigsties

Fia. 260.

yield to the movement without becoming crippled or useless.

Occasionally a cap piece breaks in the middle, in spite of its great
size, but it can easily be renewed.
As an example of another large shaft may be mentioned the new

* MS. information kindly supplied by Mr. Joseph Slmkespear, Govern-
ment Inspector of Mines, Queensland.
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sinking at the Calumet and Hecla mines* (Fig. 260), which is ex-

pected to strike the copper bed at a depth of 3325 feet from the
surface. The shaft is rectangular, 23 feet by 13 feet 6 inches
within the timber, and divided into ^ix equal compartments, 7 feet

by 6 feet 3 inches within the timber. A and Ji (Fig. 260) are for

receptacles for winding rock, C and D for cages for raising and
lowering men, timber, &c. ; E forms the upcast air-way, and F is

for air-pipes, ttc. The frames and the dividing-pieces are made
of southern pine, 1 2 inches by 1 2 inches, and the whole is sur-

rounded by a close lagging of 3-inch plank.

At Clausthal in the Hartz, round timber is generally used, and
special means are adopted for resisting the heavy pressure of the
gi-ound upon the wall-plates.

In Fig. 261 a a are the wall-plates, made of timber i foot in

Fig. 261.

m ^^ n II iLii :r-!i
,

i d

u s^

diameter; 6 6, the end -pieces ; e e, the studdles, which are 18

inches loi\g.

The end-pieces are not halved as in Fig. 255, but are slightly

wedge-shaped, so as to preserve their whole strength for prevent-

ing the wall-plates from being squeezed together. However, reli-

ance is mainly placed upon frameworks of round timber, 15 inches

in diameter, placed at the ends and near the middle of the shaft,

and shown in elevation in Fig. 262. Each framework consists of

two pieces, 18 to 20 feet long {tcall-posts, c c), kept apart by dia-

gonal struts [stempels or spur-timbers, d, d', d"). The foot of the

lowest stempel fits into a hitch cut in the long wall-post, whilst the

head is merely hollowed out to suit the curvature of the opposite

wall-post. All the other stempels are cut out in this way at both

ends, and when the bottom stempel has been put in, the others

are very speedily fixed one above the other. If necessary, a strong

bearer, h, is put in from time to time under the wall-posts, and
projects a foot or 18 inches into the ground on each side of the

shaft ; thin poles placed vertically and horizontally,/ and g, pre-

vent loose stones from falling in.

Eiujlneeriiu], vol. 1., 1S90, p. 553.
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Special excavations have to be timbered according to circum-
stances; thus a chamber for a water-wheel at Clausthal in the

Fig. 262.

Fig. 263.

Hartz was made decagonal (Fig. 263). The main horizontal pieces
at the side were of 10-inch round timber cut at the ends to the
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proper angle; behind them came half-round timber, trees 12 or

14 inches in diameter sawn in half, arranged vertically, and

finally a backing of common planks; the successive horizontal

frames were kept apart by studdles, one at each end of each side

of the polygon.

Spilling.—When ground is loose, recourse is had to a spilling

process like that described for levels. Strong balks of timber are

Fig, 264.

^
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fixed at the surface or in solid ground in the shaft, and the first

frame is supported upon these bearers ; the next frame is hung
from the first, the third fi^om the second, and so on until the loose

ground is passed.

In Fig. 265 a a are the " bearers," which are made to project a

couple of feet into solid ground ; upon them rest the end-pieces

h h (Figs. 264 and 265), halved at the ends so as to support the

two wall-plates c c ; e e are two rods of 2-inch round iron, which
hold up the end-piece d of the second frame or " set of timber."

They are fixed tightly by means of cotters. The wall-plates /_/ of

the second frame rest upon the end-pieces in the usual way, and
when it becomes necessary to put in a third set or frame, the end-

pieces g are hung by cottered bolts from the frame above, d ; h h
are the wall-plates. The fourth frame with its end- piece i and
wall-plates j follows in the same manner ; therefore, until the

pressure of the ground comes into play, the bearers a a are carry-

ing the whole weight of the timber. The pieces h k, known as
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"laths," are made of 2-inch plank, 9 or 10 inches wide, sharpened
at the ends ; they serve to keep the loose ground from falling

into the shaft ; 1 1 are the so-called " tailings " which keep the
laths in position. The lath Id is one which is being put in ; it

has to be struck with a heavy sledge until it makes its way into

Fig. 265. Sectional elevation along line AA of Fig. 264.

f .4p dk. '

the loose ground. If very heavy blows are required, the head of

the lath is protected by an iron shoe.

The piece m is a stay put in for the purpose of keeping the sefc

or frame in its place until the laths have been driven. The
frames are kept at the proper distance apart, and the timber
structure is stiffened by the usual corner posts n n (studdles).
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The loose ground i? excavated gradually, while each protecting

shealh of planks is in piocess of being driven down, and in due
course another frame is

Fici. 266. hung on, and the opera-

tions of driving laths and
excavating are repeated.

At mines on the Com-
stock lode, the bolts for

keeping the frames to-

gether are made in two
parts, with a tightening

screw in the middle
;
great

fii-mness is secured in this

manner.
Working Places. —

The timbering of working
places varies very greatly.

The simplest case is that

of a horizontal bed. Here,
propsput in vertically often

sufl&ce to support the weight of the roof. The addition of a lid., a

flat or slightly wedge-shaped piece of board at the top, extends the

bearing surface, and, by presenting a smooth face to the top of the

prop, enables this to be forced in more tirmly into position than it

could be against a rough roof. It also yields a little to the pres-

sure of the roof, and lengthens the life of the prop in this way.

When the bed is inclined, the props are not set quite at right

angles to the plane of bedding ; one reason for this is that if so

set they might be easily knocked out by an accidental blow from a
falling stone.

Mr. Sawyer* has made out a table showing the deviation from
the normal which should be given :

,.^^>VV'
ci'^a
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Fig. 266, copi<d by permLs;sion from Mr. Sawyer, is an instance

of a pi'op and lid f jr working in a bed of clay ironstone.

Logs laid two by two crosswise {chocks or cribs), the pigsties

of the Australian miner, form efficient supports. Fig. 267 repre-

sents the manner of using them in a bed of potter's clay; Fig. 268,

Fig. 268.

Fig. 267,

20fr

one of the huge structures which may be seen in the Wieliczka

salt mines ; and lastly, Fig. 269,* the method adopted at Day Dawn

lii. 269.

gold mine, Queensland, in the cxse of a vein. The pigsties for

supporting the hanging wall are built up at intervals in the work-

* Kindly furnished by Mr. Joseph Shakespear, Government Inspector of

Mines, Queensland.
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ing places (slopes), and then filled up with rubbish {deads, mullock).

The pigsties on the foot-wall serve to keep up a portion of the vein

until it is time to break it down. Square timber is used for

chocks as well as round.*
According to Heathcote, the " square set " system of timbering,

so largely used in the United States, is not an invention of

American origin, as is usually supposed. It appears to have been

Fig. 270. Fig. 271.

known in Australia as lent- ago as 1854. The manner in which
it is employed in Ne\^ada for working away the soft " bonanzas,"
or ore-bodies of the great Comstock lode (Figs. 270, 271, and 272)
is well described by Hague.f It consists in framing timbers
together in rectangular sets, each set being composed of a square

base placed horizontally, foimed
of four timbers, sills, and cross-

pieces, 4 to 6 feet long, framed
together, surmounted by four

posts 6 to 7 feet high, at each
corner, and capped by a frame-
work similar to that of the base.

These cap-pieces, forming the top

of any set, are at the same time
the sills, or base, of the next

set above, the posts, as the sets rise one above the other in the

stope, being generally placed in position directly over those

below,

"The timbers are usually of 12-inch stuff, square hewn or

sawn." Each post has a tenon 9 inches long at the upper end,

and a tenon of 2 inches at the other end, which fit into mortices

in the cap and sill respectively ; and " the sills and caps have
short tenons on each end, and shoulders cut to receive the ends

of the post and the horizontal cross-pieces." The walls of the

excavation are sustained by a lagging of 3- inch or 4-inch plank.

* Discussion upon Messrs. Jamieson and Howell's paper, " Mining and
Ore-treatment at Broken Hill, N.S.W." JiJin. Proc Inst. C.E.,\o\. cxiv.,

Session 1892-93. Part IV.

t Op. cit., p. 112.
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The whole width of the ore-body is stoped away at once, and its place

supplied by timbering, and finally the vacant space is filled with
waste rock derived from dead work in the mine or from special

excavations—underground quarries in fact—in barren ground.
The stoping is carried on overhand, starting from an intermediate

shaft or winze, and Fig. 272 will explain how the difierent frames
are built up one above the other.

In the Eureka district, Nevada,* the system employed for

securing the chambers left by the excavations of the ore-bodies is

Fig. 273.

by similar square sets, but the mode of joining the pieces of

timber presents some peculiarities.

Fig. 273 is a general view of a square set employed at the
Richmond mine, which explains the manner in which the
tenons and shoulders are cut. This complicated method of

framing is admitted to be expensive, but its adherents claim that
it possesses great strength. At Eureka mine the joint is simpler.

The Eureka timbeiing is designed for resisting pressure in all

directions, the Richmond method for ofiering the greatest resist-

ance in the direction of the caps, the ties being placed parallel

to the walls.

* Curtis, "Silver-lead Deposits of Eureka, Nevada," 31on. U.S. Geol.

Survey^ vol. vii.. p. I 4- Washington. 18S4.
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The dimensions of the pieces between the shoulders are : posts

6 feet, caps 5 feet, ties 4 feet, and the timber employed is pine

Fig. 274.

^^^Pl^^
^4Ai J

flin

irtrTsli;

from the Sierra Nevada, hewn into balks 12 by 12, 10 by 12, or
10 by 10 inches.
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Square sets are likewise adopted at the Broken Hill mines*

where a wide and soft lode has to be stoped away (Figs. 274 and

275), and they are being tried in Hodbarrow mine in Cumberland,

The joint used at Broken Hill t is represented in plan by Fig. 276, in

which A A are the caps, B B the struts, and C the tenon 4 inches

FiG. 277.

square on the end of the upright post or leg. Fig. 277 explains

the manner of packing the hanging wall with timber, so that the

load may be distributed evenly upon the supporting framework.
It also shows how a weak spot

l"iG. 278.

n ri n^Wl
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up alone {dry walling), or with the aid of mortar or hydraulic
cement. Concrete, a mixture of hydraulic cement and small

Fig. 279.

stones, is occasionally employed, and probably could be more so

with advantage.

Once more I will take the three cases of a level, a shaft, and a
working place.

Levels.—In levels dry walling and timber are sometimes

Fig. 280.

combined. Thus, after the excavation of a wide lode, the
rubbish is piled u[) on the sides, walls are built up of the large
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stones, and caps of timber are laid across, which support the
" deads " when the higher portions of the lode are taken away.

Fig. 279 represents a level in an iron mine in the Forest of Dean,
where sandstone is available. The pieces are hewn and trimmed
roughly, and a semi-circular arch is made to rest upon walls at

each side.

Fig. 280 is a level in one of the mines at Clausthal in the Hartz

;

the sides are constructed of slag-bricks, and at the bottom of the
tunnel there is a channel, made of concrete, for carrying water and
preventing its percolation into lower workings, which would other-

wise necessitate unprofitable pumping.
If both sides (walls) of a vein (Fig. 281) are firm, an arch affords

ample protection when the ore has been removed, and provides a
resting place for the rubbish {deads, attle Corn.)

A vein is very often a fault, and soft beds may be found

Fig. 2S1. Fig. 2S2.

opposite a hard wall of solid rock. In this case the arch is made
to reach from the roof to the floor (Fig. 282).

One of the main crosscuts at Mansfeld* was lined with concrete

for a length of 1000 m. (| mile) ; 12 metres (40 feet) a day were
put in, and for this purpose 50 metres (164 feet) of centering

were required. The laths were covered with thin sheet-iron, so

as to prevent the concrete from sticking. The concrete was made
of Portland cement, broken stone, and gravel, in the proportion of

I to 7, viz., I part of cement, 2^ of broken stone, and 4^ of gravel.

Up to a height of 16 inches (40 cm.) from the ground, the layer of

concrete was made thick enough to join on to the sides of the

level, in order to assure a firm foundation. Above that height it

was made only 6 inches thick, the sides of the level having been
previously built up with dry walling.

The centering could be removed at the end of three days, but it

was usually kept in four or five. It was found that five men could

* Pamphlet describing the exhibits of Ihe Man^feld Company at the

Berlin Exhibition for the Prevention of Accidents, 1S89, p. 20.
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put in 6 m. (20 feet) of concrete lining in a shift of twelve hours.

The cost per running metre was 31 marks 70 pf. (^i 8s. 4d. per
yard).

Shafts.—Like levels, shafts are lined with masonry, brick-

work, or concrete, and these have the advantage of being far

more permanent than timber, and of requiring fewer repairs.

When due weight is given to the fact that the shafts are usually

the main thoroughfares of a mine, the necessity of having a lasting

lining becomes very evident.

This kind of shaft-lining is especially desirable in loose ground
near the surface, because if the working is discontinued tem-
porarily, the shaft still remains secure and available for use at any
future time ; whereas if timber is put in, it soon decays, the top of

the shaft collapses, and much expense is incurred in the process

of reopening it.

Another immense advantage of a shaft without timber is its

immunity from fire.

The section of walled shafts is generally circular, as affording

the best resistance to pressure. Elliptical walling is also met with,

and sometimes the two long sides are made
with a flat curve, and the two ends with a
curve of mvich shorter radius. The wall-

ing may be dry or with mortar, according

to circumstances. The masonry lining is

put in either in one length, or in successive

rings or sections in descending order, and
this is the usual plan.

The shaft is sunk to a certain depth
with a temporary lining of timber, and
when firm ground has been reached, a bed
is cut out on which is placed a crib or

curb, A B, Fig. 283,* consisting of seg-

ments of timber forming a ring. This
serves as a foundation for the brickwork,

which is built up to the surface ; the tem-

porary timbering is sometimes left in and
sometimes removed as the work progresses,

and any vacant space is filled up with earth

or concrete. Sinking is then resumed, and of a smaller diameter for

a certain distance, so as to leave a bracket or ledge to support the

curb. On arriving, after a certain depth of sinking, at another firm

bed, a second curb, C D, is put in, and a second ring of brickwork

built up. When the intervening ledge of rock is i-eached, it is

carefully removed in small sections, and the brickwork brought

lip to the first curb. This process is repeated until the shaft is

completed, or reaches rock in which no masonry is requisite. If,

J. Gallon, Lectures on Minbvj, vol. i. atlas, plate xxviii.
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owing to the nature of the ground, it is imposs-ible at first to find

firm seats for the curbs, it becomes necessary to hang them by iron

bolts from a strong bearing frame at tlie surface, or to su^^port

them on iron bars fixed in the sides.

Fig. 284 shows a concrete lining put in at the top of the maiii

shaft at Poxdale mine, in the Isle of Man. The shaft is rect-

angular, 13 feet 6 inches by 10 feet 6 inches. The concrete serves

not only to support the sides in the loose, weak ground near the

Fig. 284.

>^?^

top, but also to keep out much of the surface water. The concrete

was made of 4 parts by volume of stones 2^ inches to 3 inches

across, 2 parts of sharp sand and i of Portland cement, and the

total cost for materials and labour was 13s. 6d. per cubic yard.

Some shafts in Germany have lately been lined with concrete

blocks shaped so as to fit the curvature of the sides.* Each block

is fluted at the top and at the ends, whilst the bottom has a bead-
ing, which lies in the channel of the block below it. As the
blocks may weigh as much as one-third of a ton each, it is con-

venient to have some easy means of handling them. A vertical

hole is therefore left in each block which receives a ring bolt,

fixed by a cotter inserted throvigh a horizontal hole. The block

can then be easily slung to a rope and lowered into position, and
on knocking out the cotter the bolt can be withdrawn. The
spaces between the blocks, and also the bolt-holes, are filled with
cement ; the shaft thus receives what is practically a solid lining

of concrete, which, besides supporting the ground, keeps back
water and acts the part of tubbing. As pointed out by Mr.

* Zeitschr.f. B.- H.- u. S.-Wesen, vol. xxxix. 1891, p. 98.
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Brough,* a lining of this kind has the advantage over cast-iron

and timber of not corroding or decaying, besides which its strength
increases with age, and any expansion or contraction from changes
of temperature are inappreciable. Finally, it is far cheaper than
a lining of brickwork or iron.

The Monier system consists in strengthening the concrete by a
coarse net-work or skeleton of iron wire embedded in it. Re-
inforced in this way, the fabric has greater tensile strength.

Working Places,—In temporary excavations, like working
places, rough pillars, built up of lumps of waste stone or of the

Fig. 2S5.

useful mineral itself, will take the place of timber in supporting
the roof, or may be used as an adjunct to it, as is the case in

Fig. 285, borrowed from Mr. Sawyer.f
The timber at the top serves to make the pressure come

gradually upon the stone. The post is eventually drawn out and
the stone recovered.

Walls are also built up with waste stone enclosing spaces which
are filled up with any available rubbish ; and in some instances

excavations are entirely packed with rubbish after the removal of

the useful mineral.

It is only in exceptional cases that it is possible to incur the
expense of building pillars with cement or mortar to support
the roof and sides of working places ; but masonry or concrete

* " Notes on the Use of Cement in Shaft-Sinking
M. E., 1893.

t Op. at., Fig. 4.

Proc. N. E. Inst.



SUPPORTING EXCAVATIONS. 255

arches may be constructed for carrying the rubbish used for filling

the vacant places left by workings upon mineral veins.

METALLIC SUPPORTS.—There are various ways of using
iron and steel as supports for levels, shafts and working places.

Levels.—In one part of the Halkyn Drainage tunnel, Flint-

shire, a combination of cast-iron and wrought-iron has been em-
ployed. Much of the level is in hard, solid limestone, and requires

no lining of any kind ; but where small beds of shale were inter-

mixed with the harder rock, timber supports were put in. As the
timber originally used was showing signs of decay, it was decided
in 1887 to replace it by a more lasting material—iron.

The nature of the Halkyn supports will be easily understood
by Fig. 286. There are two vertical props or legs, which are hollow
cylinders of cast-iron, 6 feet 6 inches long, 5 inches in diameter

Fig. 2S5. F.G 2S7.

<I>
5 ins

<4 ins^

externally, and 4 inches internally, with a flange 8 inches in

diameter at the top, and 9 inches in diameter at the bottom.
A ch.'iir, shown in section by Fig. 287, drops into the top of the

iron column, and receives a reversed iron rail, 7 feet long, weigh-
ing 117 lb. (50 lb. to the yard), the precLse shape of which is

shown on a larger scale by Fig. 288. The iron frames are placed
about 3 feet apart, planks or rails are laid from one to the other,

and the space between them and the roof tightly packed with
stones. A dry stone wall is built up on each side, with an occa-

sional plank or rail to make it firmer. Fig. 286 also shows a timber
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" spreader " above the water level, carrying longitudinal sleepers
with bridge rails forming a waggon-way with a 26-inch gauge.

This method of support is designed for a case where the roof is

weak, and where no great pressure is expected from the sides. lb

Fig. 289.

would evidently be unsuitable for the Cornish County adit in

Gwennap, because the water would speedily eat away the iron.

In the Halkyn adit, however, no corrosion need be feared ; for

iron rails which were laid near the mouth of the tunnel very many
years ago have not been injured by the water. Its cheapness, as
compared with the cost of the walling, was the reason why iron

was adopted in Flintshire. It was estimated that to secure this

part of the adit with the best Buckley brick and hydraulic lime,

would cost over ^4 per yard, whereas the present method has cost

only ^2 4s. per lineal yard of tunnel. It cannot be denied that

a brick lining would be more permanent, as the planks in the roof

of the level will have to be replaced from time to time ; but the
cost of repairs is likely to be slight. In more recent work iron

rails and old fire-bars are used instead of wooden lagging.

Steel beams have been used with success for some years at the
Nunnery Colliery, Sheffield, in the place of timber. They are of

I-section, 4 inches wide, 5 inches deep, with the web | inch thick

(Fig. 289), and they are considered by Mr. Bainbridge, the manag-
ing director of the colliery, to be of the same strength as 12-inch

Norway balk. The beams are supplied in lengths of 6, 7, 8, 9,
and 10 feet, so as to suit drivages of various widths. There are

two ways of using them— (i) as " bars," or caps, resting upon the
timber legs; (2) as legs and caps.

Fig. 290 shows the former method—a horizontal cap, 10 feet

long, rests upon two legs of round Norway timber, 8 tn 10 inches in

diameter, and a lug or band of jht iron, i| inch by
-I

inch.

shrunk on, prevents the leg from coming in sideways. The
frames or sets are generally placed 3 feet apart, and old timber
laid across from cap to cap forms the so-called lofting supporting
the roof.

The steel beams are tarred over with unboiled gas tar, and
some have been in use sevei-al years without showing any signs of

deterioration, Avhereas the average life of English larch or Norway
timber, at this colliery, is only two years.
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The beams cost about ^5 los. per ton, delivered at the colliery

;

in other words, a lo-foot beam costs 8s. A beam of Norway timber

10 feet by 12 inches by 12 inches would contain 10 cubic feet,

and at S^d. per cubic foot, would cost 7s, id. The difference in

original cost is therefore not very great.

Fig. 29c,

Inches l2 60J2<l4i}ti78y lOteet

The advantages of the steel over timber beams are numerous :

1. Greater durability, which means a great reduction in the
cost of repairs.

2. Possibility of using the beams elsewhere when taken out.

If bent slightly, they can be reversed ; if badly knocked about,
they can be sent to the steel works and worked up again. In any
case, they are of some value.

3. Lightness and handiness. A lo-feet steel beam weighs 166
lbs. ; a lo-feet beam, 12 inches square, of Norway timber, weighs

3 cwt. The steel beams are not only lighter, but also less bulky,
and consequently more easily handled. Therefore men can do
more work in a given time.

4. Increased space for ventilation. The free space in a level

will be from 5 to 7 inches higher with steel than with timber in

lining an excavation of a given size. Six inches added to a height
of 6 feet means an increase of i-i2th, or 8| per cent., in the area
of the airway.

5. Less deterioration of the air of the mine by decaying timber.
6. No danger from fire.

When girders are used as legs as well as caps (Fig. 291), a plate
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of rolled steel, of the shape shown in Figs. 292 and 293, is placed

at each extremity of the leg. The plate is | inch thick, 6| inches

Fig. 291. Fig. 292.

Fig. 293.

Fig 294.

long, by 6 inches wide, with a slot | inch wide and 2^ inches long.

The web of the leg passes into this slot and is thus prevented from
slipping sideways, while the turned-up rim prevents slipping out-
wards or inwards.

Lugs of wrought iron arc rhrunk on to the cap as in the
previous case.

In making the comparison of cost, it is necessary to recollect

that I have chosen a case extremely favourable to steel, because
the beams are made at Shetlield, and any waste material can be

worked up again on the spot with-

out having to pay a heavy cost of

carriage back to the steelworks.

One kind of joint used in Bel-

gium* for I-iron is a flanged

bonnet of cast-iron, Avhich receives

the top of the leg and one end of

the cap. A wooden wedge is placed

in the bonnet under the cap, so as

to give a certain amount of elas-

ticity to the fi-ame.

In doing work with a new ma-
terial, a servile imitation of the old

forms is often remarked. The fact

of timber being most readily obtainable in straight pieces naturally

led to the adoption of rectangular, trapezoidal or polygonal forms

for supporting linings ; but there is no necessity with iron or steel

for copying the shapes which are nn^st suitable with wood. This

V as recognised by the Germans in the early days of iron supports.

A method in use in the Hartz in 1872 consisted in bending an iron

* Habets, "Le materiel et les precedes de I'Exploitation des Mines,"

Exiraits des Bapports dn Jurii Interimtional dex Recompensesi de VErpoxttion

UalveriteUe d'Anrers, iSS^. P.Tris and Lieero. 1S87. p. 61.



SUPPORTING EXCAVATIONS. 259

rail as shown by Fig. 294, and making it support other rails laid

longitudinally, against which flattish stones were placed ; the
vacant place between these and the rock was filled with rubbish.

The ends of the rails were footed in holes cut in large stones.

size- 4.v»''2« '/.N.
l20«SO»6yiMi«

Some neat and effective forms of steel supports are made in

France, where more attention has been paid to the subject than
in this country.

Three kinds made of I-steel by the " Societe anonyme des

Fig. 296.

Hauts-Fourneaux, Forges et Acieries de Denain et d'Anzin," will

serve as good examples of steel supports for levels.

Fig. 295 is a slightly bent bar, the ends of which are made to
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Fig. 297.

rest upon dry walls at the sides of a level. It, therefore, takes

the place of an arch. Fig. 296 represents a favourite form of

lining for levels ; it is composed of two
side-pieces suitably bent at the top, and
united by a couple of fish-plates (Fig.

297) and four bolts j in some cases a
cast-iron sleeve is used instead of the

fish-plates. When the floor is soft and
liable to " creep," the frame may be
made of three pieces (Fig. 298).

Some mines utilise old rails, weigh-

ing 36 to 40 lbs. per yard (18 to 20 kil.

per metre) for frames. The rails are

bent into semicircles, and two of these

are united by sleeves of riveted sheet-

iron, in which they are kept tight by
wooden wedges. Elliptical frames are

used in the Freiberg district, made of

two pieces of rail held together by a
couple of fish-plates at the top and bottom.

Fig. 298

SCALE OF FEET

I 2
SCALE OF
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lElTRES



SUPPORTING EXCAVATIONS. 261

The frames made by the " Compagnie des Fonderies et Forges

de I'Horme " (Loire) are almost invariably composed of two semi-

circles of mild steel. Two kinds of sections are employed

—

Fig. 299.

«CTION tB

namely, channel steel and bulb tee steel. Bars of channel steel, 70

mm. X 40 mm., weighing 16 lbs. to the yard, are sawn into proper

lengths on leaving the rolls, and while still

hot are bent into semicircles. The ends Fig. 300.

are carefully planed square, so that the top

semicircle may rest accurately upon the

lower one (Fig. 299). They are joined by
sleeves made of sheet-steel, fixed by a couple

of small iron wedges (Fig. 300). It is

claimed by the Horme Company that these

frames never give at the joint.

Steel of bulb tee section, weighing 26 lbs. per yard, is employed

for heavier gi-ound (Fig. 301). The sleeves are made of riveted

sheet-steel, and are fixed by two wooden wedges, one on each side

of the web (Fig. 302). Bars of U -steel of a hollow semicircular

section are used as the lagging ; the steel is | inch thick and about

I J inch in diameter, weighing scarcely 2 lbs. per yard (i kilo, per

metre), and it is usually cut in lengths just sufl&cient to go from

one frame to the next. Small bars of steel of square section

are employed for the same purpose.
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Iron and steel may be used with advantage instead of timber
for the construction of supporting platforms (sttiUs) in vein-

mining. At Freiberg* full-sized rails are employed as cross-

beams (stull-pieces) ; they are covered with small mine rails,

Fig

and these with flat stones. Where the pressure is not very

great, wire rope is used for the covering. The rope is cut into

Fig. 302.

pieces about 2 metises long, and the ends are

welded up and bent into hooks. These pieces

are laid across the iron stull-pieces and
covered with stones and rubbish.

In places where the two walls of a lode are

likely to come together a little after a time, the

stull-pieces are cut about i or i^; inch shorter

than required, and a wooden wedge is put in at

each end. The pressure of the ground squeezes

up the wedges gradually, and finally the rock
•-—:-"

comes against the iron. The rails used as stull-
sccTioN CO

pieces are often slightly arched so as better to

support the weight of the rubbish, and the flange of the rail is

placed underneath, as its long straight edge gives a better hold in

the rock than its head. The rails are not cut across at right angles

to their length, but are made somewhat longer above than below,

* Fixiherys Bcnj- unci IlliUenicesen, Freiberg i. S., 1S9J, p. 176.
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in order that they may not drop through if small pieces of rock

break off under them. In addition to all sorts of small rails,

old fire-bars and old boiler-plates are occasionally utilised for

"lagging."

A new departure in driving tunnels in soft ground is furnished

by the Greathead* shield, by the aid of which two long parallel

tunnels have been driven through clay and gravel, in London,
for passenger traffic by an electric railway. As cases may arise

in mines where this method would be available, it is desirable to

explain briefly the mode of working adopted, and to indicate the
sources where full details will be found. The tunnels of the City

and South London Railway may most easily be descinbed as long

tubes of cast iron, built up ring aftei ring as the excavation pro-

gressed. The rings are i foot 7 inches long, made in seven seg-

ments bolted together by |-inch bolts passing through the internal

flanges. They thex-efore closely resemble the watertight lining of

shafts known as " tubbing," to which reference will be made later.

The ground in the centre part of the end of the tunnel was dug
out, and a cylindrical shield was forced forward by hydraulic

jacks. The shield had a cutting edge and penetrated into the
clay under the pressure. The clay was removed as the shield

went forward, and at last, when the advance amounted to 20

inches, a new ring was formed by bolting together the segments,

which then exactly fitted the inside of the shield. The progress

of the shield left an annular empty
space 1 1 inches deep between the

last ring and the surrounding clay,

equal to the thickness of the shield.

This was filled by injecting Lias

lime grout through a hole in each

segment, and so encasing the tunnel

in concrete. The average progre:<s

per day was 13 feet 6 inches.

When the tunnel came to water-

bearing gravel and sand, it was
necessary to have an air-lock and
keep the water back by compressed
air. In order to prevent the escape

of air into the porous gravel, the
face was cut away in sections, and as each portion was exposed, a
jet of grout was played upon it to close the interstices.

Shaft Linings of Iron.—Fig. 303 shows a method of temporary
support for sinking little shafts 30 or 40 feet deep. Iron rings,

4 feet 6 inches to 8 feet in diameter are employed to keep lining

planks in position. The rings are made in two or three segments,
bolted together inside. The iron used is from ih to 2-^ inches

wide by h inch thick.

303-

Enrjincerii>g,\o\. 1., iSqo, p. 551.
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Fig. 3C4.
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Fig. 306.

I
1

The rings may be hung one from the other by iron hook.s, and
channel iron may take the place of the flat iron in the circles

around the shaft.

Steel and iron rings are also used in the case of permanent
supports for shafts. The accompanying figure (304) shows the

lining of a shaft at Boryslaw, adopted by Herr Platz, the

director of the ozokerite mines be-

longing to the " Compagnie Com-
merciale Fran9aise." The shaft

is kept open in very heavy ground
by rings of channel iron placed

1 metre apart from centre to cen-

tre. Each ring is made in two
halves and these are connected by
two special castings, with holes

for bolts ; they act the part of fish-

plates, two bolts being on one side

of the joint, and two on the other.

Around the rings come oak planks,

2 inches thick, and there are four

distance pieces (studdles or 2)osts)

between every two rings. At
intervals of 2 or 3 metres, two
oak bearers are placed across the

shaft, which serve to take up the

weight of the rings if necessary,

though, as a rule, the pressure of

the ground holds the rings very

firmly. The bearers are also

utilised for carrying the guides

or conductors for the cage.

Fig. 305 represents a ring simi- » » -^ » » .0 ,1 .* .» .b «
lar to these used at Boryslaw,

made by the Witkowitz Ironworks for a shaft 8 feet 6 inches in

diameter, and Fig. 306 gives the details of the connecting piece

and bolts.

Working Places.—We may start with simple cast-iron props
used instead of timber in places where they can be withdrawn.
They are rather heavy, but they will serve over and over again.

At some collieries a large number of these props, from 3 feet

6 inches to 5 feet 6 inches long, are employed, and they appear to

give satisfaction. Naturally they have to be made of the same
height as the particular seam which is worked, but any minor
irregularities in the roof are suited by the thickness of the lid, or
by making the lid of two pieces of board. They are set with the
small end downwards. Cast-iron props are not suited for resisting

cross pressures, and they are liable to break occasionally when
they happen to fall.

SCALE OF

SCALE or
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Howell's prop is a hollow lap-welded steel tube or pipe,

4 inches in diameter outside, with the ends expanded till they
ai-e slightly conical, in order that the top may receive a
wooden plug which projects about | inch above the steel. These
props are used alone in working places, or in conjunction with
bai's of I-steel, to si;pport tlie roadways. The foot of the prop
in this case is set out about 6 inches in the bottom so as to pre-

vent it from coming in sideways. The object of the plug is to
obtain a certain amount of elasticity.

A third kind of prop is made of I-iron or steel, either cut oft"

square or with the web cut out for a few inches, and the two
llanges turned over so as to make ends with a larger bearing

Fig. 307. Fig. 308.

surface (Fig. 307). The holes a a enable the props to be with-

di'awn by a hook.

WATERTIGHT LININGS FOR SHAFTS.—We must
now turn to the special case of shafts which have to p:iss

through watery strata. Here it is often advisable to put in a

watertight lining, in order to prevent the inflow of water, and so

save the expense of pumping it out day after day, and year after

year.

The lining may be made of wood, brick, and hydraulic lime or

wment, or, lastly, iron.

There are two kinds of wooden tubbing: (i) Plank tubbing,

whence this kind of lining originally received its name ; and

(2) solid timber tubbing. Plank tubbing is made of boards from

2 to 3 inches thick, arranged vertically round the shaft and cut

with a bevel like the staves of a cylindrical barrel. The planks

are nailed on to rings of wood placed at suitable intervals.
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Solid wooden tubbing (Fig. 308) consists of carefully shaped
blocks of oak or elm, with thin sheets of deal placed between the
joints. The joints are wedged up as tightly as possible, and a
lining of this kind can be made so as to resist a very considerable
pressure of water, even 200 to 300 lbs. per square inch,*

The method known as " coffering " consists in lining the shaft
with a wall made of brick and cement, or brick and hydraulic
lime, and backing this up with puddled clay. It is specially used
for keeping back the surface-water.

Full details concerning this method will be found in the paper

t

quoted below, and my description may be very brief. In one
particular instance the shaft received first of all a temporary
lining of 9-inch brickwork put in dry during the course of sinking,

the successive sections being held up by wooden cribs or curbs

—

that is to say, rings of oak placed 4 to 5 feet apart. Each ring

was hung from the one above it by vertical pieces of i^-inch plank

Fig. 309.

A B
W^_M^/M//M//J/77777m

QjMMM/M/m.wmM W//.w,w/.wm/mw////a

'M////////.'.'/'//7777m7X

spiked on to both rings. When firm ground below the watery
strata had been reached, a level bed was cut for putting in the
wedging-crib—a ring made of segments of cast-iron, either like

A or B in section (Fig. 309). By means of wedges driven in

behind, it was made perfectly tight and stanch. Three courses

of brickwork made with Roman cement were built up on the crib

and the wedges behind it ; they formed the foundation for the
"cofiering " proper, which consisted of three rings of brickwork in

hydraulic mortar EE (Fig. 310), separated by the two rings of

hydraulic mortar F F, and the puddled clay D. B represents the

original lining of nine inches of dry brickwork put in against the

watery strata. As water running down the sides of the shaft

would render it impossible to carry out this kind of work satis-

factorily, means had to be adopted for getting rid of it, A
garland or circular launder was fixed around the shaft so as to

intercept it before it could interfere with the work of coffer-

ing, whilst water coming in behind the coffering was drawn off

during the progress of the work by placing a vertical launder

against the preliminary lining of bricks. This launder was pierced

with holes every three inches, and communicated at the bottom

* E. Bainbridge, " On the Kind-Chaudron System of Sinking Shafts

through Water-bearing Strata," Proc. Inst. C.E., vol. xxxiv., 1871-1872,

Plate 12.

t N. R. Griffith, " On the Goffering of Shafts to keep back Water,"
Trans. N. Eng. Inst. M'ui. Mcch. Emj., vol. xxvi., 1S76-77, p. 3.
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with a block of wood which had a 3-inch hole bored through it,

opening into the shaft just above the wedging-crib. As it became

Fig. 310.

gradually buried by putting in the clay D, the holes were plugged
up, and finally the launder was filled with pieces of stone, and
cement was run in.

The walling was done with hydraulic mortar, made of one of blue

lias lime to two of sand, and the middle course was grouted in,

either with a similar mixture or with pure Roman cement.

The advantage of coffering over the ordinary metallic lining

known as tubbing is its cheapness. Mr. Griffith puts the cost of

coffering a shaft he sank at ;£io $8. per yard, and he estimates

that a suitable cast-iron tubbing would have cost ;^23 per yard.

The pit was 20 feet in diameter clear within the original lining of

dry bricks, and as the coffering was 2 feet thick, the final diameter
of the pit was reduced to 16 feet.

Where the ground is soft, a cast-iron lining may be made to

sink down by its own weight and by pressure applied to it. This

process was adopted at Restronguet Cr'eek,* a branch of Falmouth
Harbour, in order to work a bed of stream-tin. The creek had
10 or 12 feet of water at high tide, and was nothing but a mud-
bank at low tide. A staging was constructed upon piles in the
creek, in order to have room for working, and a first cylinder, with

* Taylor, " Description of the Tin Stream Works in Restronguet Creek,
near Truro," Froc. lant. M.E., 1873, p. 155.
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a cutting edge, was placed upon the mud, two more cylinders

were then bolted on, and their weight caused the whole to sink

down. The cylinders, made of cast-iron, were 6 feet high by 6 feet

in diameter and i| inch thick, and they were joined by internal

flanges faced in the lathe. Each ring weighed about 2^ tons,

and was lowered by a crane through an opening in the stage,

between guides in order to keep it vertical. When the first

three rings had ceased to sink, the mud inside was cleared out,

and further cylinders were added and forced down by pressure

from the chain of a crab-winch. Afterwards an ingenious method
of taking advantage of the rise and fall of the tide was resorted to.

A huge girder was laid across the top ring, and a barge laden

with stone was attached to each end. The fastening was made
complete at high water, and when the tide fell the full weight of

the barges came npon the girder, and so upon the shaft. The
cylinder was thus sunk to the full depth without difficulty.

During the sinking the core was always cleared out a little below
the bottom of the cylinder before the barges were attached, and,
if left for a day, the mud was found to swell vip 3 or 4 feet into it.

A total weight of about 250 tons was required to sink the cylinder

Fig. 311.

as it neared the bed of tin ore. Altogether, thirteen of the 6-fcob

rings were sunk, making a total depth of 78 feet.

The ordinary method of tubbing is that in which the rings are
made up of segments, and as a rule the cylinder of cast-iron plates

is built up within some temporary lining ; this is carried down
until it reaches some solid and impervious stratum below the
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water-bearing measures, fit to serve as a foundation. When such

a stratum has been found, the sinking is continued for a few feet,

and a bed is cut out very carefully, and trimmed perfectly even and
horizontal, so as to receive the first crib or curb similar to those

just desci'ibed in the case of coftering. The curb is a hollow ring

of cast-iron made in segments about 4 feet long. Strips of deal

about i-inch thick are placed between every joint, and the seg-

ments are brought tightly together by wedging up the space be-

tween the outside of the curb and the rock. The joints are finally

rendered perfectly stanch by driving in wedges into the deal strips.

A second curb is laid upon the first, with intervening strips of deal,

and the wedging process repeated ; sometimes a third curb comes

upon the second. The top curb is the foundation for the tubbing

proper, which is built up segment after segment. The segments

are usually i to 3 feet high and 4 feet long (Fig. 311); their thick-

ness depends upon the pressure of water they have to withstand

and varies between | inch and 3I inches. They ai"e smooth inside,

but are strengthened with flanges and ribs on the side turned

towards the ground.

The segments are kept in place by wedging them against the

sides of the pit, and filling up the interspace with earth or con-

crete ; thorough stanchness is secured by interposing a half-inch

strip of deal or pitch pine at

Figs. .^12 & 31.3. every joint, and finally driving

in wedges when all the tubbing

is fixed. Water coming in from
the surrounding strata is al-

lowed to escape through the

central hole of each segment.

A cast-iron lining cylinder

(Figs. 312 and 313) is thus

g built up inside the shaft until

an impervious stratum above
the water-bearing ground is

reached ; another wedging curb

then completes the tubbing.

The joints are wedged up as

tightly as possible, and finally

plugs are driven into the cen-

tral holes of the segments. If

the work has been properly performed, the lining will be water-

tight. The tubbing is sometimes put in by a succession of com-

paratively short sections, each resting upon its own wedging curb,

and shutting off a portion of the water-bearing beds. If this

method is pursued, each separate section is continued upwards to

the next wedging curb above, resting upon a bracket of rock

;

this is cut away very carefully in small sections, and the last

ring of segments made to join it exictly.

A-

When the amount of
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water is not excessive, it is usual to sink through the whole of

these strata before setting a wedging curb and fixing the seg-

ments.*
In a few cases no temporary lining is used, and the segments

are at once inserted in descending order, each ring hanging from
the one above it. After several rings have been so &xed, a

beariug-ring is put in and the wedging of the joints proceeded

with. This process is repeated until strata are reached which
require no such lining.

SPECIAL PBOCESSES.—The amount of water met with

has been sometimes so great as to render sinking by the ordinary

methods quite impossible, on account of there not being room
enough in the shafts for fixing pumps sufficiently large to cope

with the enormous feeders of water, and even where pumping is

possible the exj)ense may render it out of the question. A few
figures quoted by Mr. Bainbridge t will give some idea of the

enormous cost due to water-bearing beds. In Germany the sink-

ing of a pit, only 239 feet deep, cost ;^96,ooo, and occupied 40
months, although the quantity of water pumped was only 606
gallons per minute. For another pit the corresponding figures

were 570 feet, ^140,000, 91 months, 2200 gallons. Taking
eleven cases, it appears that the cost varied between ^£^6 and

;^245 per foot of sinking, and that the average rate at which the
sinking progressed varied from 3*9 to 17-2 feet per month.

For dealing with cases of this kind, there are three principal

methods of sinking which deserve special mention: (i) Kind-
Chaudron or boring method; (2) Triger or compressed air

method; (3) Poetsch or freezing method.
Boring Method.—Kind's process as improved by Chaudron

consists briefly in boring out the shaft by means similar to those
employed for searching for mineral, and then lowering into the
pit so formed a watertight lining of cast-iron, which can be made
stanch at the bottom even under water. The great advantage of

this process is that there is no pumping at all until the opei-ations

of sinking and lining are complete ; and then, indeed, it is only the
contents of the shaft itself that have to be drawn up.

The various stages of the process are as follows :

—

(i) Alternately boring a small pit in advance, and enlarging it

by a bigger tool to the full size of the shaft.

(2) Preparing a seat for the moss-box.

(3) Lowering the water-tight lining (tubbing) with its moss-box
at the bottom.

(4) Putting in the outside lining of concrete.

(5) Pumping out.

This process has been frequently described at great length, and
persons who require more details than can be given in a general

* Painbrif^pf^, iliirJim. f Tlnrlfm.



272 ORE AND STONE-MINING.

Fig. 314.

text-book will do well to consult the original papers mentioned
below.*

The preliminary pit is bored 4 or 5 feet in diameter, and is

always kept well in advance of the full-sized shaft, generally from
30 to 100 feet.

The tool used is a composite borer with fourteen cutting chisels a
fixed in round sockets (Fig. 314). Above the chisels there is

the cross-piece h, with two cutters, which serve

to trim off any slight irregularities ; at the same
time it acts as a guide, and so tends to ensure the
vei'ticality of the hole. There is also a second
guide c above it, without teeth. The total weight
of this tool is from 7 to 8 tons. It is suspended
from a series of pitch-pine rods, each 58 to 59 feet

in length. Some used in Belgium were 7I inches

square. Those used at Marsden were only 5 inches

square. At each end of the rod an iron fork is

clamped and bolted on, terminating in a taper male
or female screw. The top rod is connected to a
strong chain hanging from one end of a huge hori-

zontal wooden beam. The other end of the beam is

attached by a chain to the piston of a vertical steam
cylinder. When steam is admitted on the top of

the piston, the rods and tool are raised, but as soon

as the engine-man opens the valve which lets the

steam escape, the rods and tool fall by their own
weight, and the rock is chipped at the bottom of

the hole. Two methods have been employed for

avoiding the injurious vibrations of the rods which
would occur if there were a rigid connection be-

tween them and the tool. One is a sliding joint

similar in principle to that of Oeynhausen ; the other is some
free-falling arrangement, such as the catch actuated by a disc,

which has already been described (Fig. 122).

The rods are turned in the usual way by a tiller, and they can

be lowered, as the hole is deepened, by a screw similar to that used

in small borings.

The mud and fragments produced in boring are cleared out

by a sludger ; that is to say, a hollow sheet-iron cylinder provided

with semicircular flap-valves at the bottom. The sludger is

sometimes worked by the rods and sometimes by a rope, which

* Chaudron, "Precede Kind. Travaux executes en Belgique," Annales

d's Mines, 5^ Serie, tome xviii. pp. 435 et seq. ; Smyth, " On the Sinking of

Pit Shafts by Boring under Water, as practised by Messrs. Kind & Chau-
dron," Trans. N. E. Imt. M. Eng., vol. xx., 1871, p. 187 ; Bainbridge, "On
the Kind-Chaudron System of Sinking Shafts through Water-bearing
Strata, without the Aid of Pumping Machinery," Proc. Inst. C.E., vol.

xxxiv., 1871-72, p. 43; Daglish, "On the Sinking of Two Shafts for the

Whitburn Coal Company," P/w. Inst. C E., vol. Ixxi., 1S32-83, p. 178.
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passes over a pulley at the top of the boring tower, and is coiled

on a drum set in motion by a special steam-engine,

AVhen a small shaft has been cut out in this way, either for

part or the whole of its depth, the work of enlarging may com-

mence. The enlarging tool is a huge compo>ite borer (Fig. 315),

with twenty-eight cutting chisels, weighing

centre it has a projecting loop of iron a, which

tits loosely into the small shaft, and serves as

a guide. The chisels are arranged so as to

make a sloping cut, in order that the sludge

and chips may pass down easily into the inner

pit.

In some cases the ordinary sludger is em-

ployed for clearing out this hole, but arrange-

ments may be made for catching the debris

in a special bucket, which is either placed

at the bottom of the hole, or is hung from a

little ledge cut for the purpose. When it is

supposed that it is full, the boring rods are

lowered and the bottom one screwed on to it.

This operation might appear somewhat diffi-

cult, but by providing the female screw at

the end of the bottom rod with a funnel-

shaped bonnet, it is guided into its proper

course over the male screw on the sludger

bucket, and the necessary connection is

easily made.

The shaft is thus sunk to the requii'ed

depth, which must previously have been
ascertained by a small borehole. When
therefore it is known that a bed suitable

for a foundation below the water-logged

strata has been reached, a seat is prepared by boring very
carefully with the chisels arranged horizontally. The seat is

scraped with a special tool, so as to clear off any stones, and the
tubbing can now be lowered. The scraping claws can also be
used just before the tubbing touches the bottom, as they will

pass through the central equilibrium pipe which will be de-

scribed immediately. The tubbing is made of rings of cast-iron

joined by bolts through their internal flanges. A thin strip of

sheet lead is put in the joint so as to make it stanch. The flanges

are all faced in a lathe in order to secure not only a watertight
joint, but also the perfect verticality of the whole column. At the
very bottom there are two rings with flanges turned outwards,
and the upper is capable of sliding down over the lower. The
space between the two outer flanges is filled with moss, which is

further kept in place by a net. Lastly, just above this moss-box,
as it is called, a dish-like bottom is bolted on, carrving a central



274 ORE AND STONE-MINING.

pipe which can be lengthened as the tubbing descends. The pipe
is called the equilibrium tube.

The whole arrangement is best understood from Fig. 316.* B is

the bottom ring carrying the moss outside it ; A is the ring which
can slide down over it telescopically

; G is the close bottom of the
column of tubbing, H the equilibrium tube, I the space between

Figs. 316, 317 & 318.

CNUkHSEO SCCTin

the tubbing and the sides of the shaft. The colvxmn is lowered
into the shaft by means of six iron rods, to which lengthening
pieces are added as required. The top part of each suspend-
ing rod is a strong screw, 13 feet long, working in a big
nut on a frame above the shaft. The screwed rod, attached by
a swivel to the rod below, can be turned round by a little winch.
After a new ring has been put on, men at these six little winches
lower the column slowly ; but the whole weight of the column

* Daglish, cp. nt.
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cToes not come upon the screws. The watertight bottom G causes

the tubbing to displace so much water in the shaft, that the whole
column could be made to float if necessary. Such buoyancy would
be inconvenient; and it is desirable that the column should be

made heavy enough to sink down of itself when the screws are

worked. The necessary excess of weight is obtained by tapping
the equilibrium pipe, and allowing a certain amount of water to

ilow into the annular space around it. The column weighted in.

this way finally arrives at the bottom of the pit, and the broad
llange of the ring B rests on D as shown. When the lowering

is continued, the ring A slides down over B, which is stationary,

and the flange C compresses the moss lying in the moss-box,

squeezes it outwards against the sides of the shaft and makes a
watertight joint (Fig. 317).
The next operation is filling up the annular space outside

the tubbing with cement or concrete. The cement used in cer-

tain cases was a mixture of hydraulic lime with sand and trass.

It is lowered in special boxes so constructed that their contents

can be discharged when they have reached any required position.

After ample time for hardening has been given, the water is drawn
out of the shaft by a bucket ; the dish-like bottom is now taken
off", and the joint made by the moss-box can be examined. Even
when this joint seems perfectly good, it is thought desirable by
some to take the additional precaution of putting in a wedging
curb in the ordinary way a little below the moss-box (Figs. 317
and 318) ; a few rings of ordinary segmental tubbing are then

built up in the interval. A careful joint is made, and the shaft

is looked upon as permanently secure.

The advantages of the Kind-Chaudron process, which are

enumerated at length in Sir Warington Smyth's paper, may be

briefly summed up as follows : safety, economy and speed.

. During the last few years several modifications of the original

Kind-Chaudron process have been introduced with success. At
Gneisenau near Dortmund all tubbing above the level of the

water-bearing measures was discarded. A column of tubbing,

closed at the top as well as at the bottom, and somewhat longer

than the height of the watery strata, was lowered into the shaft

;

and in order to overcome its buoyancy a sufficient amount of water
was let into it by a valve, worked by a rod reaching to the surface.

When the moss-box had been compressed by the descent of the

eolumn, cement was lowered into the annular space, along special

guide-ropes extending from the bottom ring but one of the

tubbing to the top of the pit. This plan enabled the boxes to be

sent down and drawn up more speedily than would have been the
case if they had been loose. After allowing sulficient time for the
complete hardening of the cement, the water was drawn out of

the pit, and a regular wedging curb was put in above the column
of tubbing and its protecting jacket of cement.
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This method of doing the work saved 190 yards (174 m.) of

tubbing at the top of the pit, and the gain in money was estimated

at ^7500-
At the present time the moss-box seems to be losing much of

the prestige which it formerly possessed, and French engineers

are content to rely solely upon careful cementing for a water-tight
joint at the bottom of the tubbing, A shaft was successfully-

sunk a few years ago by the " Compagnie de I'Escarpelle " in the
North of Erance without using either moss-box, equilibrium

n:-
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diameter of about 5m. (i6ft. sin.). This plan obviated all difficulty

due to a tooth dropping from the large borer ; it had simply to be

scraped into the small shaft and was left at the bottom until the

completion of the tubbing. In the Ivind-Chaudron process of

boring the small and the large shaft alternately, it would have

been necessary to fish up the tool before the smaller shaft could

have been sunk any farther. On reaching the required depth

the teeth of the large borer were fixed so as to cut a horizontal

seat, which was then scraped clean with an S like tool for

the reception of the tubbing. The bottom ring was made
with a shoe (Fig. 319), and was calculated to leave an annular

space 14 inches (35 cm.) wide for cement, and the huge column
with its watertight base was built up and lowered without any
equilibrium tube. It floated like an enormous boat and was
weighted with water so as to sink as required. After it had
been very carefully brought into the centre of the pit, the concrete

was lowered in specially contrived boxes which deposited it

automatically on reaching the bottom. The successful result of

these sinkings has justified the procedure of the Lievin engineers
;

they are of opinion that, in any future sinking, time might be

saved by doing the boring in three operations instead of two.

The following facts* relating to one of the pits lately sunk by
the Lievin Company (No. 4 bis) show the rapidity with which
the work can be carried out. Boring with the small tool began
on the ist of November i8gi, and was stopped on the 14th of

January 1892, when a depth of iii-yi m. (122 yards) had been
reached. The large tool was set to work on the i6th of January,
and by the 7th of June following the pit had been bored to the

depth of 100 metres (109 yards). A week was then occupied in

cleaning the bed, taking down the boring plant, and making
preparations for putting in the tubbing. Beginning on the

14th of June, the lowering of the tubbing was finished on the

29th; it took three days to get the column into position and
make it rest properly upon its seat, and three weeks to put in the

concrete. After spending ten days in taking down the boring

shed and plant, the engineers were able to begin drawing out the

water on the 2nd of August, and they finished on the 7th. The
false bottom was brought up on the 8th of August, and prepara-

tions were at once made for continuing the sinking in the ordinary

way. The sinking was recommenced on the 30th of August.

Compressed Air Method.—Sinking by the aid of compressed
air came into notice after a successful application of this method
by M. Triger in France about half a century ago. In this

method a cylinder of cast-iron, made up by adding ring after ring

at the surface, like a column of Chaudron's tubbing, is caused to

sink gradually by the earth in the bottom being worked away

;

' Kiadly furnished hj 31. Desailly, the engineer in charge.
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and in order to prevent the water in the surrounding beds from
coming in, air under pressure is led into a chamber at the
bottom of the cylinder, which is shut off by a horizontal partition

or diaphragm. Above this working chamber there is an "air
lock," that is to say a closed space in the cylinder, with trap
doors above and below. The two doors are never open at the
same time. A man going down to his work passes into the
middle chamber by the trap door, which is then closed ; the lower
trap door is now opened, and the man can descend into the
working chamber. When he goes up, or when the bucket has
to be drawn out, there is always this break of the journey, in

order to prevent the working chamber from communicating
directly with the atmosphere. Sinkings by this process have
been made since Triger's time in various places, among others at

Bettisfield colliery in North Wales,* though in this case the
arrangements were not exactly the same as those originally

employed in France.

There are two great disadvantages coupled with this method:
(i) The impossibility of going to a depth much exceeding loo

feet, because, speaking generally, a pressure of 45 lbs. per squar-e

inch, or three atmospheres above the normal pressure of the
atmosphere is about as much as men can stand.

(2) The fact that the health of the men has been found to

suffer from such an atmosphere. In all cases it appears advisable

to avoid the sudden changes of pressure, and therefore invariably

to make a little stay in the air-lock before going up or down.
Freezing Method.—The soliditication of watery strata by cold

may be efli-cted naturally or artificially. In Siberia,! when sink-

ing shallow exploratory pits through watery strata in search of

auriferous alluvia, advantage is taken by prospecting parties of the

severe cold to let Nature form protecting walls of frozen ground.
In Western Siberia the process is as follows : Towards the end

of the summer, square pits about 6 or 7 feet on the side are sunk
as deep as possible without penetrating into the watery beds.

The men then prepare log-huts, as dwellings for the winter, and
lay in good stocks of firewood. After the first frost the snow is

cleared out of the pits, and also from oft' the ground for a space

several yards in diameter lound the tops, in order to let the cold

penetrate more freely. As soon as the ground is thoroughly
frozen, the sinking is begun by a kind of fire-setting. Billets of

wood are laid crosswise on the bottom of the ground and lighted.

The fire thaws the ground for a short distance, and the workmen
have to be careful that the heat does not penetrate too far, and
so let in the water from the unfrozen strata a short distance be-

* Lupton, discussion on Mr. Daplish's paper, "On the Sinking of Two
Shafts at Marsden," Proc. InM. C.E., vol. ixxi. 1892-93, p. 197, with figure.

t Helmhacker, " Ueber das in Sibirien ubliche Abteufen von ISclmrf-

Hchachten im schwimmenden Gtbirgc," B. u. h. Z., 1S91, p. S8.
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low line 1,1, representing the junction of the frozen with the
unfrozen gi-ound (Fig. 320).
The workmen with pick and shovel remove the softened portion

(a), and so deepen the shaft by some 4 to 6 inches. It is then left,

for two or three days to freeze again, when the junction between
frozen and unfrozen ground is carried to 2, 2 ; a second fire

softens the part (b) which is removed, and then another exposure
to the frost for two or three days makes the ground solid to 3, 3,
when the part (c) can be softened and taken out.

Fig. 320.

^.^y^^c^^
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The alternate processes of freezing and thawing are repeated

every three or four days, and each time the shaft is deepened

from 4 to 8 inches. As the auriferous bed is approached, samples

are washed from time to time to see whether there is any gold,

and when the sti^atum containing the precious metal is i-eached

(Fig. 321), all the earth is carefully washed and the amount of

gold noted. Judging by results of similar undertakings in the

district, it is possible to say whether or not it will pay to work

the alluvium. In both figures, A represents the bed rock, B the

stratum of gold-bearing gravel, C overlying gravel containing little

or no gold, D timbering at the top. The hatching denotes ground

that is frozen. The shafts are sunk to a depth of 16 to 26 feet.

In Eastern Siberia the conditions are more favourable for

this kind of woi'k, as the winter is longer, and therefore the shafts
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can be sunk deeper. But the principal advantage lies in the fact

that much of the ground is eternally frozen ; here the thawing

can be carried on without any stoppages, and less care is neces-

sary, save when the underlying unfrozen stiata are reached.

These have to be treated by alternate freezing and thawing as in

Western Siberia. As a rule, however, the ground is eternally

frozen for the whole thickness of the alluvium down to the bed

Fio. 321.

lock. Exploratory pits are sunk in Eastern Siberia to a depth
of 85 feet (26 m.) by this method.

Shafts are even put down in shallow rivers to see whether their

beds are gold-bearing. In autumn, when the water is shallow, a
set of frames, like shaft frames, 6 or 7 feet square, is lowered till

it touches the bottom, whilst the top is above the level of the
stream. It is filled up with stones, and loose stones are placed

around it. When winter sets in, the river freezes, and the cor-

tents of the box gradually' become hard. A first layer of stones

is then worked out with the pick, and the frost allowed to pene-
trate downwards. Another layer of stones is taken out, and
again there is an interval for freezing. By repeating this pro-

cess the contents of the box are removed little by little, and at

last the river bed is reached and allowed to become hai^d and
solid from the cold, whilst at the same time the water in the
interstices between the outer stones has been congealed, and has
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formed strong protecting walls of icy conglomerate. Further

bin king is now carried on as in Western Siberia.

In some cases the wooden box is dispensed with, and when
the river is covered with a thick coat of ice, the prospector cuts

out a space a few inches deep of the size of the shaft. The
removal of a part of the ice at the top allows the cold to be

felt further down, and the ice becomes thicker underneath.

Another slice is taken off the top and again the cold penetrates

further, and in proportion as the top is removed the bottom re-

ceives coat after coat of new ice. By successive thickenings the

ice finally reaches the river bed, and the prospector can then pro-

ceed by the West Siberian method.
Poetsch's artificial freezing process consists in causing a very

cold liquid to circulate in pipes through the ground, and so con-

vert it into a solid mass, in which an excavation can be made
without timber or other supports. While the ground is kept

frozen some form of watertight lining is put in, sufficiently stanch

to keep out the water when the cold-producing appliances are

removed.
Poetsch employs a Carre machine for generating cold. Anhy-

drous ammonia gas is liquetied by compression in suitable pumps,
and the liquid which leaves at a temperature of 102° F. (38° C.) is

cooled by passing it through pipes surrounded by cold water.

The cold liquid ammonia is then made to flow into a long series

of pipes, placed in a large wooden tank containing a solution of

chloride of calcium. The liquid ammonia expands into gas in

these pipes, and extracts heat from the solution surrounding them
to such an extent that the temperature of the contents of the

tank is brought down to 8° or 9° F. (
- 13° C) The ammonia gas

is returned to the compressor to be again liquefied and utilised

for the production of cold.

The refrigerating solution of chloride of calcium is pumped
from the tanks into a main, which leads it to a series of pipes,

placed in boreholes arranged in a circle around the top of the

proposed shaft. The pipes are double, that is to say, there is

an inner small pipe i| or 2 inches in diameter for the down-
ward journey of the cold solution, and an outer one 4^ to 7
inches in diameter, carefully closed at the bottom, by which the
solution ascends and does its cooling work on the way. When it

reaches the surface it returns to the cooling tank, and is again
refrigerated. The process is, therefore, continuous, the ammonia
and the chloride being used over and over again. The nature of

the freezing-tube will be evident from Fig. 322 *
; a is the large

outer pipe connected to another, m, by the piece,/; n is a small

* Poetsch, "Ueber die verbesserte Ausfiihrung des Gefrierverfahrens
beim Schachtabteufen und Streckenbetrieb," Ver iv. alhjemeine Berf/manms-
tag in Halle [Sualc]. Fcdhericht und Varhandlamjen. Halle, 1S90, p. 119,
and Plate x.
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inner pipe, and the arrows show the course of the solution. Tlie

supply of chloride is taken from a circular pipe at the top, fed

("IG. 322. FiG. 323.

'i

DEPOSIT TO BE WORKED

from the main, and in like manner the solution ascending the

various pipes is collected by another ring and led back to the

cooler. The particular pipe shown in the figure is destined for

the case of a sinking, in which the upper part, in, is in strata that
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do not need to be frozen. The letter p represents a jacket made
of some bad conductor, to prevent the solution from becoming
warmed unnecessarily in its ascent.

In sinking through ground consisting of watery strata alternat-

ing with dry measures, Poetsch advises the following method
of procedure. A (Fig. 323) represents dry ground through which
the shaft has been sunk and timbered in the ordinary way;
B indicates watery beds where tubbing is necessary. Poetsch puts

in first of all a circle of holes, a a, round the outside of the shaft,

and a smaller circle h b, around the inside. When these latter have
frozen the ground adjacent to them, the still smaller circle of holes

b b, are bored and fitted with refrigerating tubes ; as soon as

the ground about them has become converted into a solid pro-

tecting wall, the shaft is sunk with a reduced diameter, until the

dry strata, C, are pierced. On reaching ground suitable for the

wedging curb, the tubbing is built up in the ordinary way ; the

parts b b are cut away, and by this time the freezing has become
so complete at a that there is no danger of the walls falling in.

In this process there is a risk of failure, or at all events of

trouble, if there is any escape of the freezing solution from the

pipes, because the ground impregnated with it would be uncon-

gealable. Gobert proposes to overcome this difiiculty, and at the

same time to make the method more economical, by sending

down anhydrous, or all but anhydrous, ammonia, and allowing

it to vaporise in the tubes, instead of circulating a refrigerating

solution, Intense cold is thus produced at the very point where
it is required, and the ground is frozen. The ammonia gas is

drawn out by a pump, and after having been reliquefied by pressure

is used over again. Gobert claims for this process that both the

original outlay for plant, and the subsequent running expenses, are

considerably reduced. He has also been led by his experience to

introduce improvements in the joints of the freezing pipes, with

the object of ensuring absolute freedom from leakage, and of

making the line of pipes quite flush outside, so as to facilitate their

withdrawal at the end of the sinking.

It has been proposed* to inject powdered cement, by means of

compressed air or steam, into watery strata, and so consolidate

them suSiciently to render the sinking of a shaft a matter of no
great difiiculty.

The Haase Process,! for sinking through quicksands, consists

in forcing down a set of wrought-ii'on tubes around a circular

or rectangular area destined for the shaft. The narrow inter-

spaces between the tubes are closed by angle-iron and T-iron

riveted on longitudinally, which form a joint permitting vertical

motion and stanch enough for the work in question. Water forced

* ColUerij Guanliiin, vol. l.xi. 1891, p. 10S9.

+ Zeitschr. j. i>,- //.- u, 6'.- Wcsen, vol. xxxvii. 18S9, p. 204.
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down a hollow boring rod in the middle of each tube loosens the

sand and carries it up to the surface. The tube can then be
driven down by a screw-jack or an hydraulic press. The tubes

are carefully guided in order to ensure a strictly vertical path

;

and as soon as they have been forced down into hard or compara-
tively hard rock, the qiiicksand can be excavated, for the iron

lining prevents any influx from the outside.

Instead of iron tubes, Haeuser* employs sheets of corrugated

iron, with tongues riveted on so that the bottom of each sheet

is held by the top of the one below. Like the Haase tubes, the

sheets are forced down with a strong sci-ew-jack. Another plan

adopted by Haeuser consists in making the protecting shield of

pieces of flat iron 6 inches wide ; each " lath," if it may be so

called, is connected to its neighbour by a longitudinal groove
formed by riveting on two strips of iron.

* Herold, " Das Schacht-Abteufen im schwimmenden Gebirge mit Haase'
schem und Haeuser' schem Verfahren beim Braunkohlenwerk ' Zwenkau ' in

Zwenkau," Jahrb. f. d. B.- und H.- Wesen i. K. Sachsen, 1891, p. 27.
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CHAPTER VI.

EXPLOITATION.

Classification of methods of working— (i) Open works of all kinds,

including hydraulic mining. (2) Excavation of minerals under water.

(3) Extraction of minerals by wells or bore-holes. (4) Underground
workings.

The methods of working mineral deposits may be naturally

arranged into two great classes—viz., open works, in which the ex-

cavation is open to the sky ; and underground works, in which the

miners perform their labonr in chambers or passages under a cover

of rock or earth, and in which they usually need artificial light.

But there are in addition two other classes of workings, used in

comparatively exceptional cases, which require a place in any com-
plete classification. Gold-bearing gravel and phosphates are occa-

sionally dredged up from river-bottoms ; and liquid, gaseous, or

soluble minerals can be got by wells or bore- holes. Consequently
it is necessary to subdivide the subject into four heads

:

1. Open works of all kinds, including hydraulic mining.
2. Excavation of minerals under water.

3. Extraction of minerals by wells or boreholes.

4. Underground workings.

OPEN WORKS.—Some minerals are always obtained in this

way ; others are worked open before regular underground mining
begins; and, thirdly, it often happens that underground and
surface workings are both being carried on simultaneously in adja-

cent parts of the same mine. Among the minerals worked open-
cast are the ores of copper, gold, iron, lead and tin, to say nothing
of all sorts of stone.

The advantages of open works may be summed up as follows

:

(a) Complete removal of the mineral without any los3 in the form of
pillars.

{J})
No expense or trouble as regards ventilation, men always working

in good air ; no danger of explosions.

(c) No expense for lighting, unless work is carried on at night.
(d) No expense for timbering.
{e) Possibility of laying out the work in larger steps or stopes than

can usually be done in underground working places.

(/) Easier supervision.
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On the other hand, there is usually the immense disadvantaj:e

of it being necessary to remove a great deal of waste rock covering

the deposit, technically known as overburden. Work too may
be stopped by bad w-eather, such as heavy rain or snow ; open

quarrying may spoil land or interfere with roads or canals, so that

the benefits do not all lie with the open works. The cryolite of

Greenland* is worked opencast from April to December, and dur-

ing the rest of the year the miners are employed below-ground.

One of the simplest cases of Avorking away a minei^al is that of

borax in California. The efflorescence has merely to be swept into

wind-rows and carted away to the refining works.

The beds of nitrate of soda in Chili are worked by large blasts

as shown in Fig. 54.! A small shaft is sunk a little below the

bottom of the "caliche" and enlarged in order to receive a charge

of slow burning powder made on the works. The explosion

loosens and breaks up the ground over an area abaut twenty yards

in diameter. The hard overlying stratum of "costra" is then

easily removed, and the "caliche" is broken up into lumps, whicli

are taken to the lixiviating and crystallising works.

Generally the first process in an open working is the removal

of the overburden, and the manner in which this is done depends

upon the nature of the ground.

A first example may be taken from Northamptonshire, where very

large quantities of iron ore are obtained from beds of J urassic age.

Similar beds are also worked in the counties of Lincoln and Oxford.

The actual bed of ore at Cranford in Northamptonshii*e is from

8 to 12 feet thick, and the amount of overburden taken off is

sometimes as much as 20 feet ; when this thickness is exceeded the

ore can no longer be worked with profit.

The soil or " meat earth," which is from 8 inches to 2 feet deep,

is put aside carefully, for it has to be restored to make the surface

good and available for tillage. The remainder of the overburden is

cut away in one or more steps or " stopes," for the convenience and

safety of the workmen, the base of any step being usually about

equal to its height. The accompanying figure (324) represents

a pit at Kettering in Northamptonshire, in 1889, where 15 feet of

overburden were being removed from a 12 -feet bed of ironstone.

The soil having been cleared ofi'with the shovel, the men undercut

the first stratum with a double-pointed pick at a and then drive

down a crowbar at b and another at a little distance from it. Bv
working the bars backwards and forwards they cause a big block

to break off along the dotted line. This crumbles in its fall, is

shovelled into barrows, wheeled across the planks, and tipped on to

• " Die Kryolitverarbeitung in der Eresundschen Fabrik in Kopenhagen,"
B u. h. Z., 1893, p. 69.

t Robert Harvey, "Machinery for the Manufacture of Nitrate of Soda at

the 'Ramirez' factory, Nortliern Chili," Proc. Inst, Civ. Eng., vol. Ixxxii.

1S84-S5, p. 341-
"

-
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the bank. After the top has been cleared away for a few feet, the
next bed is treated in the same way, and then the third, until the

ironstone is reached, and laid quite bare. The ore can usually be
easily broken with the pick and at once loaded into small waggons,
holding about a ton each. Occasionally a shot is fired, in ordtr
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to loosen parts that are hard. The loading is done with an eight-

pronged fork, so as to separate the fine ore which the smelters

refuse to take. If there is much fine, the ore is sifted ; one man
stands over a wheel-barrow holding a round sieve, with a half-

inch mesh, and another shovels the ore to him. The fine drops

into the barrow and can be wheeled away, while the coarse is

thrown into the waggon. The men working on the overburden

are paid per cubic yard, and those excavating ore are paid per ton

of ore placed in the trucks.

The working faces are long, in order that a large number of

men may be employed at one time. As surface rent must be paid

whilst the ground is useless, the soil is put back with the least

possible delay, and tillage then goes on once more upon fields which

have been lowered several feet. In the figure a small waggon is

Fig. 325. Fig. 326.

shown, but in some of the pits a full-sized railway waggon is

brought into the cutting and loaded directly with 8 or 10 tons of

ironstone. When a slice 10 or 12 feet wide has been removed all

along the face, the rails are shifted and a fresh cut taken.

The workings start, for instance, from some convenient point,

(Fig. 325), connected to a main railway or wharf at X, and the first

line of workings is supposed to be shown by CD, reaching to the

boundary of the property AB. The successive positions of the

working faces take such lines asCE, CF, &c., radiating out fromC
as a centre, and all the ground CDK may have been given back to

the farmer, before the working face has assumed the position CP.
In hard rocks the steps may be made very much higher. Thus,

at the great Penrhyn slate quarry, near Bangor, in North Wales,

the valuable slate and the valueless overburden are both taken
away by a series of terraces on an average 60 feet high by 30 feet

wide, as shown in Fig. 326.

The great opencast at Rio Tinto (Fig. 327) is a huge open pit
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from which the ore is got by a succession of stopes, benches or

terraces, 33 feet to 50 feet high. The pit is oval in shape, and
650 yards (600 m.) in length on the top of the ore.

Fra. ^27.

A, cupreous pyrites ; B, slate ; C, porphyry.

The opencast at the Mechernich lead mine is also worked in a
similar manner. The Government regulations make it necessary
that the base of each step shall be at least 10 feet wide, so that

Fig. 32S.

stuff may not roll down from one floor on to the men working
below. The actual width is very much more, being usually 26 feet

(8 m.), whilst the height is ^^ feet (10 m.)
When the rock is firm enough to stand for a great height, it is

sometimes found convenient to take it down in one vertical slice



290 OEE AND STOXE-MINIXG.

without making a series of steps. The general appearance of

IMulberry mine,* near Bodmin in Cornwall, which is worked in this

manner, will be understood by a reference to Fig. 328. Men
standing at A bore and blast holes, which throw the rock to B,
under which a level has been driven with an opening C, usually
closed by a covei'ing of timber. A waggon is run in under this

opening and is easily filled.

Another method is that of firing a very large blast, which
biings down thousands of tons of rock at a time. It is prepared by

Fig. 329.

Scale. •

METRES 10 10 20 iO 4.0 so 60 70 »0[Vl.-ir^LO

ABC, Outline of the face of the quarry before the blast

;

AB'C, Outline after the blast.

driving in a tunnel at right angles to the face of the quarry and

making one or more chambers, Avhich are charged with gunpowder
or some other explosive ; the tunnel is tamped up like a gigantic

shothole, and the charge is fired by a fuse or by electricity.

As an example of a blast of this kind, I take some workings

for building stone near Messina (Fig. 32 9).t A tunnel was driven

into the face of the limestone quarry for a distance of 56 feet

(17 m.), and then turned ofi" at a right angle. The chamber

* C. Le Neve Foster, "On Some Tin Stockworks in Cornwall," Quart.

Jour. Geol. aSoc, vol. xxxiv. 1878, p. 655.

t Falangola, " Sulle grandi mine nella roccia calcarea della eaten,

Peloritana (Sicilia) e nella roccia granitica di Baveno (Lago Maggiore),"

Hivista di ArtifjUeria e Genio, vol. iv. 1SS7, p. 343.
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so formed was lined with a quick-setting cement in order to keep

out any moisture, and a cubical wooden box was built up inside and
charged Avith 64 bags of gunpowder, or in all 31 cwt. (1600 kil.)

Four ordinary fuses, placed in a long box with sawdust,

furnished the means of firing the charge. The tunnel was then

filled up in the manner shown in Figs. 330 and 331. The object

of the slightly sinuous form of the tunnel was to increase the

resistance of the tamping.

The effect of the lai-ge blast was to break up and move more
than icOjOoo cubic yards (80,000 c m.) of rock, with the advantage

Figs. 330 & 331.

DETAILS OF THE TUNNEL.
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Dams for diverting rivers are sometimes of considerable size.

For instance, on the Feather river, in California, there is a dam
So feet wide and 50 feet high. The water is carried off in a

" flume" or launder, 50 feet wide and 6 feet high.

The sand of beaches is occasionally scraped up at low tide and

washed for gold or tin ore.

Hydraulic Mining.—Under this head it is convenient to

include all methods of working in which water is used for breaking

away the ground, and not to restrict the term, as is most

commonly done, to the process of working auriferous gravel by a

jet of water under considei-able pressure.

I will take some examples :

I. China Clay Workings in Cornwall.*—The first operation is

the removal of the overburden, and a small shaft is then sunk in

Fig. 332.

"-"-'^--1 \ *- i,\^.t - iP'.!>!»;-~=7,--:<s::f'^/f i "'i' = O- -

A, unrlecomiio^ed granite ; B, decomposed granite ; C, overburden
;

D, engine-house; EE, EE. successive outlines of the open pit

;

aa, shaft ; bb, level ; d, top of upriglit launder placed in the

small shaft sunk in the middle of the decomposed granite
;

ee, column of pumps through which the milky stream of china

clay and mica is lifted to the launder,/.

the middle of the area to be worked ; the bottom is put into com-

munication with the surface either by an adit level, if the contour

of the ground is favourable, or by a tunnel and .shaft (Fig.

332), if the contour of the surface does not permit the driving

of an adit save at a prohibitory cost, or if it is more convenient

to have the settling pits close by. The shaft has to be fitted

with pumps. A stream of water is led on to the decomposed

granite, which the workman loosens with a heavy pick ; the

disintegrated particles are carried away in suspension to a fiivt

settling pit, where the coarse grains of quartz are deposited, and

* Collins, T/ie Hensbarrow Granite District, Truro, 1878, p. i;.
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the milky stream then falls down the laundex' d, into the level

and either runs out naturally or is pumped up to the surface. It

passes on to other settling pits, and deposits first the mica and
then the very finely divided kaolin.

2. Auriferous Gravel—The process known as "booming,"*
practised in California, Colorado, Idaho and Montana, consists in

discharging the contents of a reservoir all at once on to beds of

auriferous gravel. The powerful stream carries away the stones

and dirt into wooden troughs or launders, called "sluices," and
leaves behind the gold on the bed-rock, or in the upper part
of the run of sluices. In Peru f a similar process is adopted.

By a natural transition from "booming," we come to
" hydraulicking," | a process in which a jet of water under
pressure is made to play against a bank of auriferous gravel, break
it down, disintegrate it, and wash it into wooden troughs, arranged
so as to catch the gold by means of mercury on special floors, and
at the same time to discharge the stones, sand and mud.

For the purpose of storing a pi^oper supply of water, large

reservoirs have to be constructed, sufliciently high above the gravel

bank to secure the necessary amount of pressure. They are

formed by erecting dams across the valleys, and they are made
either of eai-th, cribs of timber, or dry rubble masonry. One of

the largest in California is the Bowman reservoir, with a high
water area of 500 acres and a dam 100 feet high, which cost

$151,521, or speaking I'oughly ^30,000.
The water is taken to the place wliere it is required by (t)

diiches (" leats," ^?i(7.); (2) flumes; or (3) pipes, (i) The ditches

are cut out on the sides of the hills, and the earth thrown out
serves to strengthen the lower bank. The shape most commonly
adopted for the ditches is a half-hexagon, or the upbank may be
made with an angle of 60° and the lower with 65°. The gradient

or " grade " varies accoixling to circumstances from 7 to 20 feet

per mile.

(2) Flumes are merely wooden troughs, or "launders," as we
should call them in England. Figs. 333 J and 334 § show the

manner in which they are usually made and supported. In valleys

or caiions with very precipitous sides, the flume is sometimes car-

ried by iron brackets let into holes bored in the rock and hung by

* CuUfornia State Mining Bureau, Ninth Annual Eeport of the Stale
Mineralogist for the year ending December /, iSSg, p. 122, Sacramento 1S90.
Eowie, A Practical Treatise on Hydraulic Mining in California, New YuiK,
1S85, p. 81.

t Kohlmorgen, " Die Goldgruben von Carabaya in Peru," B. u. h,

Zeitung, 1890, p. 303.

+ This account of " hydraulicking" is in the main baser!, by permission,
on Bowie's Practical Treatise on Hydraulic Mining in California, New York,
1S85.

§ Taliesin Evans, "Hydraulic Mining in California,'' Tlce Century
Magazine, vol. xxv. 1883, p. 332.
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riG. 333-
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iron rods (Fig. 335).* Where it is

possible, ditches should be put in

instead of flumes, because the latter

cost more for maintenance. They
also sufl:er more from wind, snow and
storms, and lastly they are liable to

destruction from fire. On the other

hand, it may be impossible in some
cases to put in ditches, or the ground
may be too hard and too porous to

make a ditch ad\'isable. "When
water is scarce, the loss by soakage

and evaporation is a matter of im-

portance.

(3) The third method of conveying
water is by iron or steel pipes. They
are useful in crossing a deep valley,

for they save the expense of con-

FlG. 334.

\

fi

%%^si'

^f^'

%

structing a very long ditch round its head, or a very high trestle

bridge across it. Pipes crossing deep valleys are called '' inverted

* Bowie, op. cit.
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siphons," although the principle of the siphon in no way comes into
play.

Tlie pipes are made of riveted iron or steel, and one form of
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" monitor." The monitor shown in Fig. 340 * is provided with an
ari'angement by means of which one man can deflect it with
great ease. If the nozzle B is in a straight line with A, the
stream passes through it unimpeded ; when it becomes necessary

Fig. 337.

!n| ^ n 1^

t!j W

LONGITUDINAL SECTION A.B-
,

rl---——.6' r— ,- x, i

.ilf£^ M Q iC

Fig. 340.

^U3
to turn the water on to another part of the gravel bank, the lever

C is held to the side to which the jet has to be deflected. The
pressure of the water in B then moves the monitor as
desired.

The manner of using the powerful jet of water to wash down
banks of gravel is well depicted in Fig. 341, borrowed from Mr.
Evans' interesting article.

If the gravel is cemented into a hard conglomei-ate, drifts

* Bowie, op. cit.
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are run into the bank ; they are charged with a number of 251b.

kegs of powder, tamped up, and fired by electricity. The jets of

water will then do the rest.

The gravel washed down by the jets of water is led first into

ditches cut in the " bed-rock," and then into " sluices." Sluices

are large troughs or launders lying upon the ground, and paved

with loose blocks of wood or with stones, in order to form a

Fig. 341.

surface fit for catching the gold and the amalgam. Figs. 342, 34.-?,

and 344.* show a section, elevation and plan of a sluice-box with

two kinds of lining ordinarily adopted. It will be seen that

the sluice in this case is a trough 5 feet 3 inches wide, made of

ih inch plank at the sides and 2-inch plank at the bottom, upon
which are placed blocks of w^ood 20^ inches square, and 13 inches

deep, set with the grain on end. They are separated at the

bottom by cro.«s strips of wood i^ inches thick, and the sides are

protected by blocks 3 inches thick. At one end the paving is of

large stones.

The sluice is generally made in twelve-foot lengths, and the

inclination is commonly defined by the fall given to such a length.

* Bowie, np. cit., p. 222.
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Fig. 342
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Thus it is said that the grade is 6 inches, meaning 6 inches to

12 feet or | inch to the foot. The run of sluices may be several

hundred or several thousand feet long.

The false-bottoms for sluices are called " riffles." The wood
preferred for the block-riffles is that of the " digger " pine {Pinus
sahiniana). Longitudinal riffles are made of poles, wooden rails

covered with stiips of iron, or iron rails, In New Zpaland* the

riffles are sometimes made of transverse bars of angle-iron, riveted

to angle-iron or placed in a wooden frame, which enables them to

be reversed when worn. The sluice-boxes are lined with thin

sheet iron, and sacking or cocoa-nut matting is placed under the

riffles to assist in retaining the gold.

In order to catch its gold more effectually, the finer material

is taken out and treated separately in broad sluices called " under-

currents," at the side of the main one. A grating of bars of

iron, I inch apart, called a "grizzly," is fixed across the main
sluice, and the fine gravel and sand which drop through are led

to a broad, shallow, sloping box, eight or ten times as wide as the

sluice itself, and paved like it with stones, wooden blocks, or

longitudinal riffles. The finer portions of the gravel, after passing

over the "undercurrent" and depositing much of their gold, are

once more turned into the main sluice lower down.
The big boulders rushing down the sluice are of service at first

by breaking up gravel which is much cemented together, but at

the same time they naturally wear out the sides and the pavement.

It is therefore advisable to get rid of them, as soon as they have
done all the useful work they are capable of performing. This is

effected by arranging a "grizzly" or grating which will deliver

the boulders into a ravine or gully, and so dispose of them witliout

any further cost.

Mercury is added several times a day at the head of the

sluice; and the upper part, say, the first 1000 feet, is cleaned up
every two or three weeks. At the time of the clean-up the

washing down of the gravel bank is stopped, or the cui-rent is

diverted into a parallel line of sluices. A small quantity of water
is turned into the sluice whicli is to be cleaned up, the blocks are

then taken out, washed, and put on one side. All the amalgam
is picked up with iron scoops, washed, and squeezed through
canvas or leather, and the amalgam is retorted. The spongy
gold remaining behind in the retorts is then finally melted
into bars. The mercury recovered by condensation is used over
again.

When the bed-rock is below the drainage level, the hydraulic

elevator * may be employed. A jet of water vinder heavy pressure

* Rickard, "The Gold-fields of Otago and Alluvial Mining in Otago,"
Trans. Anier. Inst. M. E., vol. xxi. 1S92, p. 443 and 455 ; Purliamentarij
licports on tlic Alining Industry of JSew Zculand, Well.ugton, 1S91, p. 67,
wiib plates.
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is brought by a pipe A (Figs. 345 to 348) to the nozzle B, and
rushes up the pipe D, producing a powerful suction in the

"hopper" C. The water and gravel are cai^ied up against the

cast-iron strilving plate S, and then run down the sluice-boxes.

Fig. 345-

Fig. 346

1 © (

C.sins
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Tie quantity of water used is measured by a unit called the
" njiner's inch,"* wLich unfortunately is tot invaiiably the ?an.e.

The teim means the quantity of water dischaiged per pquaie

inch of sectional area of an oiifice cut through a vertical hoard,

forming one side of a box. The discharge will necessarily vary

with the height of the surface of the water above the oiitice, the

thickness of the board, and the shape and nature of the oi'ifice
;

as these factors of the problem are not the same in all localities,

it is impossible to give one definite value for the miner's inch of

water. The orifice is usually rectangular, but it may differ in height

and width. However, the quantity repiesented by the miner's

inch may be taken as varying from 2000 to 2600 cubic feet per

Fic. 349.

^v^-SlMaii

24 hours ; in some cases the outflow is reckoned for 10 hours only,

and is spoken of as the " ten hours miner's inch."

Under these circumstances it is evident that great care must
be taken to ascertain precii-ely what inch is meant, before making
any estimates based upon this uncertain unit, the miner's inch.

The " duty " of the miner's inch is " the quantity of material

washed by an inch of water in 24 hours." As might be
expected, the duty varies very considerably, indeed from i to 4^
cubic yards. The duty necessarily depends upon the pressure of

the jet of water, and upon other causes, such as " character of

the material washed, height of banks, use of explosives, size and
grade of sluices, and class of riffles. The sluice affects the duty
of the inch in so far as its capacity regulates the quantity
washed." f
Under favourable conditions at Cherokee FIat,t—viz., fine

* " The Aariferous Gravels of Calitornia," Ninth A7inual Beport of fhe
State Minerahrjist for the year ending December 1, 1889 ; Sacramento, 1890,
p. 122 ; and Bowie, op. cit. p. 124.

t Bowie, op. cit. p. 268. t Bowie, op. cit. pp. 26S, 269.
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material, liigh banks, head of 300 to 350 feet, and grade ^^,

5-5 cubic yards are said to be the duty of the miner's inch.

At Osceohi,* in Nevada, the average washing in 1890 was i'62

cubic yards to the inch of water and it was expected that the

duty would be raised eventvially to 2 cubic yards.

It is hardly necessary to say that the yield of the gravel varies

between very wide limits, and it is consequently impossible to lay

down any average for the hydraulic mines of California or any

other country. But the accompanying table gives the results of

actual woik, and will at all events show that poor gravel, con-

taining gold worth only 10 or 15 cents, say, ^d. to 7^-cZ. per cubic

yard, can sometimes be made to pay good profits.

With the exception of Osceola, the works were all in California

;

the figures are borrowed from Mr. Bowie, and many other ex-

amples of the yield of auriferous gravel will be found in his work
and in Mr. Hammond's report.

A cubic yard of gravel is estimated by Mr. Hammond to weigh

from 1 1 to if tons.

One of the great difficultios with which the hydraulic miner has

to contend is getting rid of the enormous quantities of refuse

produced by his washings. Some idea of these quantities will be

gathered from the statement that one working alone, the Gold

Run Ditch and Mining Company, was for a period of eight years

discharging 4000 to 5000 cubic yards of sand, gravel and boulders

daily into a tributary of the Sacramento. As a natural con-

sequence banks were formed in the river, obstructing the

navigable channels, rendering overflows more frequent and

destructive, and causing valuable land to be destroyed by de-

posits of sand. Litigation ensued, and some years ago the

Superior Court of Sacramento decided that the hydraulic mining

companies must build dams to impound the coarse and heavy

debris, or take other means to prevent their being washed down
the rivers.

The consequence of this decision was a great diminution of the

amount of hydraulic mining carried on in the State ; but quite

lately an Act of Congress has been passed which will allow work

to be resumed at many of the mines.

(3) EXCAVATION OF MINERALS UNDER WATER.
—In Chapter IV. mention was made of dredges of various types,

which are employed for the purpose of extracting gold-bearing

sand and gravel from the beds of rivers. Gold is not the only

mineral worked in this fashion ; in South Carolina phosphate of

lime is dredged up from river-bottoms, and in Prince Edward
Island a shell-marl obtained in a similar manner is sold as a

fertiliser. Lastly, on the coast of Germany, between Dantzig and

Memel, two forms of subaqueous work are applied to the getting

* J^ng. Min. Jour., vol li., 1S91, p. 630.
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of amber,* Some is dredged up by bucket-dredges, and some is

obtained by divers. The divers go out in boats about three-

quarters of a mile ofl" the Briister Ort lighthouse, and after

anchoring they descend to work the amber bed, being equipped
with regular diving dresses, and supplied with air by pumps
worked by their comrades. Carrying a crowbar and a pronged
iron, the diver searches for masses or lumps of amber and detaches

them from the parent bed, or finds them already loosened and
dislodged by storms.

(3) EXTRACTION OP MINERALS BY WELLS AND
BOREHOLES.—Liquid, gaseous and soluble minerals are

sometimes obtained by one of these two methods. The principal

are : carbonic acid, natural inflammable gas, petroleum, and salt.

Carbonic Acid.—Underground supplies are tapped by bore-

holes, and the getting consists simply in piping ofi* the gas from
the top.

Natural Gas.—Precisely the same remark applies in the case of

the natural gas used for fuel in Pennsylvania, the occurrence of

which has already been described.

Petroleum.—This mineial may be got either by wells or bore-

holes. In the United States, in Galicia, and in the great oil-

district on the Caspian Sea, boreholes are sunk by one of the
processes described in Chapter III., and it is found that the oil

will either rise to the surface or part way to the surface. In this

latter case it has to be drawn up by pumps. In order to increase

the flow of oil from the surrounding rocks into the bore-hole, it

is usual to break up and crack the oil-bearing stratum by a
torpedo. This is a pov/erful charge of some explosive con-

tained in a tin cylinder, which is lowered into the hole to the

reqvured depth and then exploded. Nitroglycerine, dynamite or

gunpowder are employed, but of couise the last is only used when
its more powerful I'ivals cannot be obtained. As much as a
hundred quarts of nitroglycerine may be used for one blast, in

which case the explosive is let down in separate cylinders, each

containing twenty quarts. The explosion of the top cylinder fii-es

the charges in the others.

In Burmah the petroleum is got by wells, and this was the
manner by which the great Russian deposits were worked until

comparatively lately. The oil gradually oozes out of the sur-

rounding strata and accumulates in the bottom of the well, whence
it is drawn up by earthenware pots.

Salt.—The great bed of salt at and near Middlesbrough is

woi-ked by iiiaking a borehole and putting in two tubes and a

pump, so arranged that water from a superincumbent bed of

sandstone travels down, dissolves the salt, and is then drawn up.

The process pursued will be apparent fiom an inspection of the

* " The Amber Fisheries of the Baltic," Eocnimj ^'Standard, Sept 12, iSSS.
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figure. A drivo-pipe au (Fig. 350) is first rammed down through
the alluvial soil, in the manner described by Fig. 142, and a borehole,

8 inches in diameter, is put down through the sandstone, gypseous
marl, and the whole thickness of the rock-salt, until it has reached

Fig. 350.

Water-bearing

: Anhydrite

the underlying anhydrite. It now has to be lined with a steel

tube hh (Fig. 350, in which the size of the tubes is greatly

exaggerated), 6| inches in diameter internally; for the first 150
feet from the bottom the steel is ^ inch thick, then y\ inch for

300 feet, and the remainder is | inch thick. With- the sleeve
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couplings over them, the tubes just pass down the diive-pipe. In
the rock-salt and in the 600 feet of water-bearing sandstone,

the lining pipe is perforated with holes i inch in diameter, and
1 2 inches apart vertically.

Lastly, a steel suction pipe (Fig 350, c), 3 inches in diameter
internally, and ^ inch thick, made in 20-feet lengths, united by
sleeve couplings, is lowered into the borehole; about 240 feet

from the surface is fixed a brass working barrel (Fig. 350, d), 6 feet

long, 4 1 inches in diameter and ^ inch thick, and above it steel

tubes, 4 1 inches in diameter, which reach to the surface. The
working barrel has a ball valve at the bottom. When the pump
bucket, also fitted with a ball valve, has been let down by a series

of rods, and the last one has been connected to the end of the
walking beam, the extraction of brine can commence. It is

evident from the figure that when a pump is set in motion at d,

water will ascend the suction pipe, and its place will be taken by
water from the sandstone. Tins descends the outer tube to the

rock-salt, brings it into solution, and is pumped up as brine.

As the pumping proceeds, the rock-salt is gradually eaten away
all round the bor^ehole ; in time the marl roof must fall in, and
eventually the pipes will get more or less choked, and the brine

will be too weak to be worth pumping.
The rate of pumping is regulated so that the brine is delivered

with 25 per cent, of salt. As it comes
Fig. 351. up it is full of gas, which is mainly

° nitrogen with a small proportion of

hydrocarbons.

The boreholes are arranged in fours

at the corners of a square, with a

^ .200 X- —>.
cli^igonal of 200 feet (Fig. 351).

•' The brine is delivered into a large

storage and settling-pond, whence it

flows into sheet-iron evaporating

pans.

^ If there is no natural supply avail-

able, as is the case in the Middles-

brough district, fresh water from the surface is run down the

outer pipe, and the dissolving proceeds as before.

Natural sheets of saline water or brine can be tapped by wells

or boreholes in some districts ; indeed salt was woiked in this

way in Cheshire long before the discovery of the rock-salt. Some
of the Cheshire salt is derived from brine pumped up from
inundated mines worked originally for rock-salt, wlaich are now
full of Water and cannot be entered.

This therefoi'e is practically a combination of underground work
with extraction by solution, and the process which in these cases

has been finallj' adopted, through force of circumstanceSj is some-
times found advisable from the commencement.
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Gallon* desciibes and figures the method of woiking the salt

marls of the Salzkammergut by huge elliptical chambers. A
network of drivages is first of all made at the floor of the proposed

chamber, and then fresh water is brought in, until it fills the

excavations and gradually eats away the pillars and roof. The
brine is pumped up and tlie clayey matter falls on the floor of the

chamber and is left there.

At Bex in Switzerland the process is similar, only it has

to be adapted to the nature of the deposit worked. The salt

occurs in the form of large lenticular masses of saliferous

anhydrite surrounded by anhydrite free from salt. The lenses

are from 10 to 50 metres wide, and are known to extend to a

depth of 300 or 400 metres, dipping almost vertically.

A main shaft is sunk and the saliferous rock is reached by cross-

cuts and dissolved away in slices 100 metres thick at a time.

An intermediate shaft, or winze, is sunk from the crosscut,

and when it has reached a depth of 100 metres a second crosscut

is put out, from which two long drivages, 2 metres high and
1-50 m. wide, are made in the direction of the major axis of the

deposit. By a series of drivages at right angles to each other,

the lowest part of the slice is cut up into a set of square pillars

about 5 or 6 metres on the side. Water is let into the winze, and
is allowed to rise to the level of the upper crosscut. It dissolves

the salt from the rock, is pumped up, piped out to the surface

through a long adit, and evaporated. As the strongest brine

sinks to the bottom, the pumps are made to take their supply from
the lowest part of the workings. The saliferous anhydrite contains

from 25 to 30 per cent, of salt, and when this has been dis-

solved out, the rock does not fall to pieces as might have been
expected. Gypsum is soluble in water containing 10 to 14 per

cent, of salt, so the first action of the water is to dissolve some
of the anhydrite ; but when the brine becomes moi-e concentrated,

gypsum is deposited in the form of small crystals, which bind

the anhydrite into a firm mass. Consequently the leached rock

stands perfectly well by itself, and there is no fear of the sides

falling in.

One of these large workings, when once properly laid out, will

go on furnishing brine for thirty or forty years. The rate of

pumping is regulated so as to supply brine with 25 to 26 per cent,

of salt.

A last instance of a combination of underground workings and
extraction by watery solution may be taken from Parys Mountain
in the island of Anglesey. During the active working of the

Parys mine many years ago, poor copper ore which had been
broken, but which would not pay for the expense of winding and
dressing, was left underground. Under the action of air and

• Lectures an Mining, vol. ii. p. 23 j Atlas, plate xlJii. Figs. 251, 252.
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moisture, the chalcopyrite in the lefuse and in the pillars is

gradually decomposed, producing a certain quantity of soluble

sulphate of copper. Rain finding its way down the mine dissolves

the sulphate, and the pumps draw up a strongly coloured water,

which in contact with scrap iron yields merchantable copper
piecipitate. The mine is now worked solely in this way.

In a like manner a little copper has been got from the water
flowing out of the County adit in Cornwall.

(4) UNDERGROUND WORKINGS.—The methods em-
ployed for excavating minerals underground are almost as various
as the different forms in which the minerals themselves occur.

The deposit must first be reached by a shaft, or, where
the contour of the country permits it, by an adit. The choice

between these two methods of attack must be entirely governed
by the circumstances of the case. In a comparatively level country,

it would be impossible to bring in an adit capable of rendering
any real service without going to a distance which would make the
cost of driving prohibitory; but among the mountains an adit

may be the quickest and cheapest means of entering productive

ground. It has the advantage of enabling all pumping to be
dispensed with for a time, of reducing subsequent water-charges,

of afibrding an opportunity of easily utilising water supplies in

the neighbourhood, and often of bringing out the mineral to a
more suitable locality for treatment than could be obtained by
raising it perpendicularly to the surface. Instances often occur

in which the adit can be driven along the course of the deposit

itself, and so furnish valuable data concerning it. A shaft

sunk upon the dip of a deposit has this same advantage ; but
here it is necessary to remark that the term " shaft " does not
always convey the same meaning. The ore-miner uses the word
to denote not only a vertical pit, but also one sunk upon a vein,

even if the inclination is but slight. There are portions of shafts

in Cornwall which do not dip more than 15 degrees from the

horizontal. Shafts with an inclination of 60° or 70° from the

horizontal are common in vein-mining, and no ore-miner would
think of calling them by any other name. On the other hand,

the coal-miner seems to confine the word shaft to vertical pits.

If a pit is sunk vertically till it meets a seam of coal, and is then

continued along the dip of the bed, the latter sloping part of the

excavation, even if it has a dip of 50° or 60°, is called an "in-

cline," and not a shaft. The term " slope " is used in places to

denote an inclined pit along the dip of the strata.

We will sappose that the deposit has been struck by a shaft,

incline, or level. The problem is how to remove it to the best

advantage. As the conditions ai"e so various, it is advisable to

classify the methods according to the nature of the deposit, and
treat separately the modes of working—(i) beds

; (2) veins; and

(3) masses.
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BEDS. — Two great divisions stand out prominently :

(A) Methods in which the bed is cut out into pillars; and
(B) methods in which the bed is removed at once without this

pi'eliminary treatment. In the former the pillars may either be

left as permanent supports, or they may be removed in a second

stage of the process of exploitation. We have thus three prin-

cipal processes of working to consider^ as shown in the following

table :

[Ai. Pillars left as permanent supports.

Beds
f A. Pillar workings

B. Longwall working-
Pillars worked away.

by gi^ a few charac-

352 & 353-

Ai. Pillars Left as Permanent Supports.—This system

is adopted with minerals of no great intrinsic value, as it is often

better to lose much of the mineral in the form of pillar.^?, than to

go to the expense of putting in artificial supports during the

period of exploitation.

The method can be best understood
teristic examples taken from minerals

of various kinds—viz., gypsum, iron

pyrites, limestone, salt, and .slate.

Gypsum.—Figs. 352 and 353 repre-

sent in section and in plan the cham-
bers and pillars of the underground
gypsum quarries at Paris, which supply

the stone from which the well-known
plaster is made.* The principal bed

is from 50 to 60 feet in thickness.

Pillars are left 10 feet square at the

base, and the stalls between them are

1 6 feet wide. The workings are slightly

arched, and are not carried up to the

true roof, for the purpose of better maintaining the security of the
chambers, because heavy damages would have to be paid if they
" caved in " and rendered the surface useless. A similar layer of

gypsum left for the tloor prevents "creep"—that is to say, arising
of the floor owing to the thrust of the pillars, and enables the
underground roads to be kept in order with little expense.

In Nottinghamshire the poor parts of tlie bed of gypsum are
left as pillars, and they are sufficiently frequent to prevent any
waste of good rock for supports.

Iron Pyrit.es.—At Cae Coch Mine, near Llanrwst in North
Wales, there is a bed of iron pyrites, about 8 feet thick, which
is worked by leaving pillars from 2 to 3 yards in diameter, at
intervals of 8 or 10 yards. The pillars are .somewhat irregular,

because where the roof is firm and strong more space can be

* Gallon, Lecture-^ on Minuuj, vol. ii. plate xli.

DOB
000
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left without support. If the roof appears at all wenk, the

pillars are made closer together. The excavations are slightly-

arched at the top, so as to obtain a little more strength.

Limestone.—A considerable quantity of limestone is wrought

in this country by underground mining, especially in AViltshire,

Worcestershire, South Staffordshire, and Scotland.

The beds of freestone which are worked near Bath occur in the

Great Oolite, and vary' from 8 or 9 to 1 8 or 24 feet in thickness;

the dip is slight, being only i in 2,Z-

Fig. 355.

D D
Fio. 354-

<-24/f.-

side hole hide hole

Main heading ^

\~]sidehole Q

The bod of stone, which it is proposed to work, is reached by

an inclined plane, and a main heading is driven out 15 to 16

feet wide, with " side holes " at right angles, as wide as the

roof or ceiling will admit with safety, say 20 feet to 24 feet,

leaving pillars 10 feet square and upwards (Fig. 354). If any
rock is unsound, it is left as a pillar, and this may cause some
irregularity in the plan of the mine.

The first process in removing the stone consists in excavating

the " jad," a hoiizontal groove at the top of the bed, which is

cut in for a depth of 5 feet

Fig. 356. and a width of 20 to 25
.rian^ feet (Figs. 355 and 356).

After the jad has been
excavated with the pick

(Fig. 355), a vertical cut is

made with a saw along the

line BA (Fig. 356), and
another along the line DC,

and a piece ABDC, called the " wrist," is wedged up from the

bottom or oif from the side ; it breaks along the line AC When
the " wrist " has been removed, the blocks are simply cut out

Avith saws. These saws are 6 or 8 feet long by 10 inches to 12

inches wide. The first saw used in the jad has to be narrower,

and is called the "razor saw."

The heaviest saw weighs 56 lbs., and the handle can be fixed
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as shown by the dotted lines (Fig. 156), or entirely below the eye

for working immediately below the roof.

When set free by sawing on all four sides, the block is easily

detached by wedges driven in along a plane of bedding. The
blocks are lifted off by cranes, and either loaded at once on to

trucks or stacked inside the quarry, after having been roughly
dressed with an axe or with a saw.

A workman can saw 15 square feet of the softest beds in an
hour.

In the neighbourhood of Dudley there are two beds of Upper
Silurian limestone worked by true mining. The top bed is from
16 to 18 feet thick, and it is got by a system of pillars and
chambers. The pillars are 8 yards square, and the stalls between
them 13 to 17 yards. Near the outcrop both the pillars and the

stalls are rather smaller than this. The top 2 feet of stone are

left to support the roof.

Salt.—The salt mines of Cheshire * are an excellent example of

pillar and chamber workings. The bed is 84 feet thick, but only

Fig. 357. Fig. 358.
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reached i6o to 200 feet (50 to 60 ra.), after which the sides were
carried down vertically.

Nowadays long chambers are excavated with intervening pillars.

A chamber is begun by di'iving a level 10 to 50 feet wide

(3 to 16 m.), and this is deepened and widened at the same time,

so that the sides make an angle of 30° to 45°, until the full width
of 1 64 feet (50 m.), is attained ; the excavation is then continued
with vertical sides. The section therefore resembles that of an
ordinary house. A gangway is carried round the roof for the
purpose of inspecting it regularly.

At Turgu Ocna Mine there are four of these chambers which
will eventually v\ary fi'om 100 to 160 feet in wddth (30 to 49 m.)
and 450 to 560 feet (138 to 170 m.) in length, and afford a total

working area of 22,000 square yards (18,550 square metres).

As regular blocks of almost uniform weight are preferred for

exportation, great pains are taken to get out the rock-salt in

the form wdiich meets wdtli the readiest sale, and to reduce the
quantity of " smalls " to a minimum. The blocks are cut by hand
or by machine. Three cutting machines are used : one makes
horizontal cuts in the direction of the long axis of the chamber,
the second vertical cuts, and the third transverse cuts, so as to

divide the rock-salt into regular cubes, about one foot on the side,

weighing 132 lbs. each (60 kil.).

Slate.—In the Festiniog district in North Wales the principal

bed is 120 feet (36^^ metres) thick in places, and there ax-e others
from 30 to 70 feet thick; these beds are spoken of as "veins,"
though they are true sedimentary deposits. The dip of the beds
is from 20° to 30° or 35°, whilst the dip of the planes of cleavage

is about 45°; the strike of the planes of cleavage is very nearly

the same as the strike of the planes of bedding.

The method of working consists in making a series of parallel

chambers {openings) separated by pillars (iccdls). These do not
follow the dip, but run somewhat askew, because it is found
that the slate rends well at right angles to the cleavage planes

in a direction which does not coincide with the dip exactly. The
width of the chambers along the line of strike varies accord-

ing to the firmness of the bed selected as roof of the chamber,
and is commonly from 35 to 50 feet. The width of the inter-

vening pilJars is usually somewhat less.

The workings are divided into a succession of floors about 50 feet

one below the other vertically. The first operation consists in reach-

ing the bed by means of an adit or an incline sunk along the dip of

the bed and then levels are driven out along the strike, A BC D (Fig.

359, plan ; Fig. 360, cross section), under some bed which oflTers the
necessary guarantee of solidity, very often an altered volcanic ash.

When a new level, such as D (Fig. 360), has been driven a certain

distance it is connected with the level above by an inclined dtift

called a " roof." The " roof," or " rise " as it would be called by
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an ore-miner, is a passage about 4 feet high, and 4 feet wide,

generally excavated from below upwards, on account of its being

more economical to let the broken rockfall into the level underneath
than to draw it up by hand, which becomes necessary if the passage

is made by "sinking"

—

i.e., excavating from above downwards.
The "roof" is usually carried up on one side of the proposed new
chamber. The third step in the process is the "widening," or

excavation of the rock on one side of the " roof," until the slate is

uncovered for a width of 40 or 50 feet. The result of this work is

the formation of an inclined open space 40 feet long, for instance,

along the strike, and stretching up from one level to the next one

50 feet above it vertically. While this work Ls going on, the
level is being prolonged ; a distance of 30, 40 or 50 feet is

left for the pillar, and eventually a new " roof " is put up for a
second chamber.

In most cases the excavation of the " roof " and the process

Fig. Fig. 360, Fig. 361.

of widening go on at the same time, because it is found that the

atmosphere of a small passage like a "roof" naturally become.^

bad during work, unless it is provided with some special venti-

lating appliance, whereas if the amount of space is increased, the

impurities introduced into the atmosphere are spread over a

greater volume of air, and the evil is lessened.

This preliminary work of driving levels, " roofing up," and
" widening," is all done by a special set of men, known as

"miners," to distinguish them from the slate-getters, who are

called " rockmen," for slate is par excellence "the rock" in the

district.

The productive peiiod of the life of a chamber now begins.

The iirst duty of the rockmen is to examine very carefully the

roof of the chamber, which ought to have been left perfectly

secure by the miners ; but as the rockmen have to work under

it possibly for ten years or more, they naturally are anxious to

feel that every chance of a fall has been prevented as far as

possible. In the early part of the working of a chamber, when

one roof is within reach, the examination can be made with ease;
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later on when the slate has been excavated, or partly excavated,

long ladders are required, and the task becomes much more
difficult.

Having satisfied themselves and the agents that all is safe, the

rockmen proceed to remove, bit by bit, the huge mass of slate

lying between their floor and the one above it. Such a mass will

sometimes be sufficient to produce merchantable slate worth

;^ 10,000 or even ^^^ 15,000, and to give work to a small gang of

men for fifteen years.

In the plan (Fig. 359), the lines PP' are the sides of the chambers
and also indicate the direction of the " pillaring." When the slate

is taken away a liu-ge chamber is left, and the series of chambers
one above the other forms a huge continuous inclined opening
stretching down from the suiface, it may be, for a distance

of several hundred yards. Between each two of such openings,

there is the supporting pillar, nearly if not quite equal in size to

that of the excavation. The consequence is that very nearly one-

half of the available slate is lost in the form of pillars; much
again is entirely wasted in making the pndiminary drivage, the
" roof," the " widening," and the " free side." There is a further

loss in getting the blocks and, as we shall see later on, in making
the-e into marketable roofing slates or slabs. Indeed it is

reckoned that even a good " vein " will yield only about 40 per

cent, in the form of blocks, and that two-thirds of this are wasted
in the subsequent dressing. Therefore, the slate miner does not

sell more than one-tenth to one-sixth of the slate I'ock which he

lays bare in a chamber, to say nothing whatever of the loss in

the form of pillars, which have to be left in the mine as perma-
nent supports.

There are varieties of this method of working. For instance,

at Aberllefenny in Merionethshire,* a bed 60 feet thick, dipping at

an angle of 70°, is worked by alternate pillars and chambers with

a much smaller loss in supporting rock. The pillars are from

24 to 30 feet long, and the chambers 100 to 187 feet along the

line of strike. Indeed even at Festiniog, there are chambers at

Wrysgan Mine, where the roof is very strong, more than 130 feet

in length, whilst the pillars are only 50 feet.

At Angers, in France, the beds dip at a high angle, and the

underground workings are carried on like an open quarry
imJer a strong roof of slate ; the floor is being continually

worked away in steps, and an immense open chamber is left with

perpendicular sides.

In the French Ardennes the beds of slate are inclined at lower

angles, and in this respect more resemble those at Festiniog;

but the pillars run imlefinitely along the strike, instead of

approaching the line of dip. The cross-section (Fig. 361) shows

* C. Le Neve Fo.-ter, "Notes on Aberllefeimj Slate Mine," Trans. R.
Geo'. >^jc. Cuni'cu'l, vol. x. p. 169.
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these pillars AA, nnd the chambers between them. The
attack of the bed is made from below, and not from above as in

Wales, and the slate is removed slice after slice parallel to the

bedding. The men stand upon the rubbish, which finally fills up
the chambers completely. In the figure the upper chamber is

exhausted, the next one is half worked out, and in the lowest

only one slice has been taken off.

This method of mining is favoured by the presence of natural

joints, which can be utilised for forming the roofs of the chambers
without any cutting.

In this case the walls of the excavation are supported
eventually, not only by the pillars, but also by the rubbish, and
other instances may be found where a filling up with waste rock
constitutes a feature of the method of working. For instance, the
thick seam of carrallite or kainite at Stassfurt is worked by huge
chambers, between which pillars are left. The Prussian Govern-
ment, fearing that, in spite of wide pillars, a " caving-in " may
possibly occur, has ordered all the excavations to be filled up.

The cheapest method of doing this is by working out chambers in

the bed of lock-salt, lying geologically below the potash salts,

and using the salt as stowing. The chambers in the rock-salt

stand well without fear of the roof giving way.

At the Wieliczka salt mines it has been found that the natural

pillars, originally supposed to afi'ord ample support, are not always
capable of preventing the roof from falling, and in some places

they are supplemented by huge timber frames (Fig. 268), which
are nothing more than " cogs " or " pigsties," on a gigantic scale.

A 2. Pillar Workings -with Temporary Pillars.— It is

naturally far more satisfactory from an economic point of view
to leave as little of a deposit as possible : a larger output can
be got from a given working area if everything is removed, and
it seems a pity after a bed of mineral has been discovered, and
after all the dead work of sinking shafts and driving levels

has been accomplished, to allow any of the valuable material,

the very object of the mining, to be left behind. We therefore

now come to the cases in which dtiving galleries and cutting

up the bed into pillars form only a first stage in the actual

exploitation.

The most impoi'tant example in this country, after coal, is the
mining of ironstone in the Cleveland district. The bed has an
average thickness of about 12 feet (Fig. 43) where worked.
If the contour of the country is not suitable for bringing in

adit levels, two vertical shafts are sunk, one of which is shown
in Fig. 362, An almost level road, the mainway, is driven out
with a width of 5 yards ; drivages are put out, at right angles
to it, at intervals of 20 yards, called bords, also 5 yards wide,

and at distances of 30 yards apart cross-drivages are made, called

u-alls. These are only 4 yards wide. By this system of galleries,
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the bed is cut up into a series of pillars, 30 yards long by 20 yards

wide, and owing to the size of the tunnels the quantity of ore

got out in this preliminary stage is by no means small. When
the bed has been divided up in this way, the work of removing the

pillars begins. As a rule, the attack begins on pillars situated

near the boundary, so that whilst the first carving out proceeded

towards the boundary, the removal goes on in the opposite direction

—viz., towards the shaft. A place or drift a h is worked .across the

pillar for a width of 2 to 4
_yai\is, and then, starting

from the drift a b, the rect-

angle beyond it is removed
by drivages, called lifts,

sometimes two in number,
sometimes three, as shown
in the figure and marked
I, 2 and 3. It may be

necessary in some cases to

leave a little of the pillar,

in order to keep out the

f.allen ru^^bish beyond and
to prevent a too sudden fall

of roof. According to circum-

stances, it may be a corner

of the pillar that is left, or a narrow strip on one side. The
working place is timbered during the removal of the ironstone,

and when all has been taken out the timber is withdrawn and
the roof allowed to fall. While the lifts i, 2, 3, are being workeil

away, another place c (Z is being diiven across the pillar, which

is a preparation for anoti er set of lifts 4, 5, 6 ; lastly, lifts 7,

8, 9 are worked away, and with the exception of occasional small

corners or strips, the removal of the pillar is complete, and its

place is taken by fallen rubbish. The ironstone is got by boring

and blasting ; the holes are bored by hand or by machine, and
gunpowder is the explosive mostly used. The jumper employed and

the three forms of mechanical augers have already been described.

Varieties of this method of pillar working naturally occur, but

they all come back to this main principle, when the bed is of a

thickness which enables it to be dealt with in one operation.

As another example I will take a bed of alluvial tin ore, to which

I have already alluded in speaking of the sinking of a shaft

through mud near Falmouth (p. 268).

The bed of stanniferous gravel varied in thickness from 3
inches to 7 feet, but as a rule it was not thick enough for men to

stand upright when at work ; the maximum width was 100 yards.

It was reached by a shaft D sunk through the mud of the tidal

creek, and also by a shaft C and level AA in the hard slate

(Figs. 363 and 364). Main levels EE were driven in the gravel
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bed 20 fathoms apart, and air levels GG, all strongly timbered.

Cross or stripping levels HH, 14 feet apart, were pushed out

from one air level to the other, and the gravel was removed

for a distance of 7 feet on each side, as shown by the shading J.

The mud forming the roof was allowed to fall, and fill up the

empty spaces. The gravel was wheeled in barrows to the main

levels EE, and conveyed by a railway to one of the passes FF,

which led to large bins, whence it could be drawn ofi" into waggons

in the main rock-level AA, and sent to the shaft.

Drift mining, or the working of auriferous alluvial gravel, is

carried on in a similar manner. Old river beds which carry gold

are common in California, and especially in Sierra and Placer

Counties. These beds once occupied the lowest ground of the

district, and became covered over by true lava flows, volcanic

ash and mud, sometimes also by the deposition of pipeclay and

infusorial earth. The streams were diverted and cut themselves

new channels, which in process of time were so much deepened

as to lie many hundred feet below the level of the old bui-ied

aurifei^ous beds. The width and thickness of the old gold-bearing

alluvia vary greatly, as might be expected from observing the

bed of a river at the present day, and the gold is not uniformly

distributed in the gravel. The total thickness of the gold-

bearing gravel may amount to as much as 600 feet. In drift-

mining the workings are confined to the "pay-lead," usvially the

very bottom of the channel, varying from 100 to 150 feet in width

on an average.* Where there is a rich gravel with $5 to $8 per

cubic yard, the leads may be only 50 to 75 feet wide; where

gravel with 62 to 64 is being mined, they are often 300 feet to

400 feet wide.

By tracing the junction of the underlying slate and the

volcanic capping (Fig- 365!), an idea is obtained of the run of the

ancient valley, and arrangements are made for reaching the old

river-bed, either by an adit driven into the hillside, or by a shaft

sunk from the top. Working by shafts entails the expense of

winding and pumping, and adits are therefore preferred. In

fixing a position for the adit, care is taken to start it so that it

will come in a little below the level of the gold-bearing gravel,

and so that it will afford sufficient tip-room for the waste material.

The adit of the Forest Hill Divide Company, Placer County, is 600

yards long, some others are nearly a mile in length before getting

underneath the old channel. When the goal has thus been attained,

a level is driven in the general dii^ection of the " lead," or, roughly

speaking, at right angles to the first part of the adit ; the whole

of this work is carried on in the slate or " bed-rock," in order

* Hammond, "The Auriferous Gravels of California," California State

Mining Bureau, Ninth Annual liejwrt of the State Minerulojist, Sacrameuto,

iSqo. p. III.

t Ihicl, plate u.
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to save the cost of timbering and repairs, whicli would be
considerable in the gravel itself. Rises {upraises, U.S.A.) are

put up into the gravel bed, and, after a preliminary division into
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blocks by a series of cross drivages, the bed is worked away. The
gravel is wheeled to the rises {passes, chutes, U.S.A.) leading to

the main tunnel, and thence drops into waggons which are cbawn
out by horses to the surface.
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It is reckoned in Placer County, California,* that, in the case

of a mine producing 250 tons (or carloads) of gravel a day, the

total cost of getting, tramming, washing and agency is about

$1.10, or 4s. 6d., per ton. The yield in this region varies from

%\ to $10 per ton (carload,) and may be taken at $2.50 or los.

per ton on an average.

The method of working by temporary pillars is not confined to

beds of small or medium thickness.

The lead-bearing sandstone at Mechernich furnishes a good

example of what can be done in a rock which, though far

from being hard, will nevertheless allow large excavations to

be made without any timber. As has been already mentioned,

the bed of sandstone is sometimes as much as 100 feet thick.

Drivages are made in the bottom part of the bed, about 2 m.

high by 2 m. wide, and these are followed by a series of cross

drivages, dividing the bed up into a number of square pillars,

6 m. by 6 m., or 8 m. by 8 m., resembling the squares of a

chess-board. Then, beginning at the outer part of the boun-

dary of the sett, the miners proceed to remove the whole of the

sandstone from the floor to the roof, and at last let the roof of

conglomerate fall in. As a rule they convert the space covered

by four adjacent pillars into one chamber. This is done by

cutting round each of the four pillars and gradually reducing it

in size, until at last there is an open space where the four pillars

stood, say a sqviare 22 to 24 yards (20 to 22 m.) on the side, the

height still being the same as that of the original drivages

—

i.e.,

2 metres. Standing upon the broken lock, the men now attack the

roof, which they can often get away in layers of about 5 feet in

thickness, by cutting a big groove round the periphery of the

chamber and often putting in a suitable blast. The central part

will then fall in one mass breaking up as it strikes the ground.

A second layer is taken ofl' and the chamber again heightened

5 feet. While this woi^k is going on the roof is sounded by being

struck with a long pole. The miners learn by the sound given out

whether the rock is firm or not, and regulate their work

accordingly. They work upwards till they reach the conglomer-

ate, and having cleared out all the ore allow the roof to fall in.

It is important that the roof should fall in, because, as long as

it remains, it throws its weight upon the other adjacent pillars
;

but when it has come down, the pillars have only to support the

weight of the strata immediately above them. In the direction

of the dip, the chambers are sometimes made larger, and six pillars

are taken instead of four. With a very strong roof the chambers

may even cover an area of 109 yards by 43 yards (100 m. by 40 m.).

At Mechernich the workings are arranged so that the chamber

remains open until the last moment, the roof not falling in till

* " Bergmannische Mittheilungen von der PariserWeltaustellurg,'' 18S9,

B. u. It. Zeitung, 1890, p. 314.
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the completion of the process of excavation. The sulphur seams of
Sicily are wrought diilerently.* The thick beds are pierced by
networks of tunnels superposed one above the other-, and the
workings are allowed to fall in. After a time, when the collapse

is complete, the miners make drivages in the mass of crushed and
broken pillars, and so reap a second harvest.

The details of the mode of procedure are as follows : When the
dip of the beds is less than 30°, one set of tunnels is driven along
the strike and another set along the line of dip. The tunnels are
made 8 to 13 feet (2.5 to 4 m.) wide. Those along the strike are
8 to 13 feet apart, and those along the dip 10 to 16 feet apart,

leaving rectangular pillars between them. If the dip exceeds
45°, tunnels as before are driven along the strike, and these are
intersected by horizontal cross tunnels lunning from the roof to
the floor of the deposit. The height and width of these tunnels
do not as a rule exceed 10 feet (3 m.), If the bed is thick the
tunnels are traced out in superposed planes, leaving a solid slice

of ground 8 to 10 feet (2.5 to 3 m.) thick between any two
successive networks of drivages.

The first part of the process is now complete, and it is followed
by the thinning of the pillars. Beginning near the boundary of
the mine, a tunnel is driven through a pillar, or two tunnels are
driven if it is a big one. The sides of the tunnels are cut away
gradually, until at last the weight of the superincumbent rock
breaks down what remains of the pillar ; sometimes shots are
put in to effect or hasten the fall. As much sulphur rock as
possible is taken out, and the next pillar is treated in the same
way, and so on, always proceeding from the boundary towards
the shaft.

This method of working has been the cause of the worst accidents
and of the majority of the fires, especially when the stratum is

thick, and several sets of tunnels have been driven one above the
other. In some parts of the CoUe Croce mines, Lercara, there
have been as many as ten working horizons one above the other,

each horizon, or slice, being 16 feet (5 m.) thick, and the bed itself

164 feet (50 m.). Sometimes mines of this kind have " caved in"
of themselves ; in other cases the general breaking up and crushing
together has been produced intentionally by bringing down some
of the lowest pillars by a few shots. During this crush the heat
produced by the friction of great masses of rock falling against
one another is sufficient to make the sulphur take fire. The mine
is then closed, and the fire eventually dies out for want of oxygen,
though there are instances of fires going on burning for more
than sixty years. When the fire is supposed to be completely

* " Sui sistemi di lavorazione impiegati nelle solfare del gruppo di
CoUe Croce in Lercara, e sui provvedimenti da adottarsi per migliorarne le
condizioni di sicurezza," liioista del servizio miiierario nel /SSS, Flurence,
1S90, pp. 67 to 99.

2
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extingnishecl, work is begun in the broken mass, by driving a

series of tunnels, along much the same lines as those made
originally in the virgin bed. The tunnels are supported by walling

and timber. A siaiilar network is then made at a level i8 feet

(5.50 m.) above, and in some instances there are three such sets of

levels in " the broken " one above the other. The tunnels of

the lowest horizon are widened out, and by msans of suitable shots

the whole mass of broken rock is made to fall again, and of course

the tunnels disappear. This process of making a network of levels

at two or three horizons is repeated, and the " caving-in " is

brought about again until the sulphur-bearing rock is exhausted,

or so much barren stuff from the roof is mixed with it as to

make the work unprofitable.

The crushes themselves have not generally been accomp)anied by
accidents, but work in the broken ground has been very fatal.

For working these deposits, and especially the thick ones, a

filling-up method is preferable, and the " ginesi," or residues from
the treatment of the sulphur-rock in kilns, are ready at hand as

the most convenient material for the purpose.

The filling-up method enables the sulphur bed to be worked
away completely, whereas with the method of networks of drivages

followed by falls, fully one-fifth or even one-fourth of the mineral

is lost. Besides, there are fires and subsidences of the ground
causing fissures which let water in, and therefore producing more
danger to the men and also to the adjoining mines.

The Italian Inspectors of Mines are of opinion that poor

beds, which could not be wrought profitably by the filling-up pro-

cess, may in certain exceptional cases be worked by the old method,

because the firmness of the lock increases as the percentage of

sulphur diminishes. However, they limit the number of super-

posed working floors to three, and stipulate that an upper floor

shall be entirely worked out before a lower one is taken away.

It is estimated that in the year 1889* only 43 per cent, of the

sulphur produced in Sicily came from virgin ground, and that all

the rest was obtained from drivings among broken pillars and
workings that had " caved in."

B. Longwall.—Having discussed the various ways of work-

ing a bed by permanent or temporary pillars, we now come to

the so-called longwall method. In this case there is no pre-

liminary carving out into pillars, but the mineral is worked away
in long faces, whence the name applied to the system.

A typical case is found in the workings for copper shale ia

the Man.sfeld district, Germany.

t

* Bivista del servizw mitierario nel i8Sg, p. 76.

f This account of the workings of the copper shale is based npon the

description in the pamphlet, " Der Kupferschieferbergbau und der Hiitten-

betrieb znr VerarbeituDg der gewonnenen Minern in den beiden MansfeldtT

Kieisen der Preuss. Provinz Sachsen,i889," and upon personal observations.
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The bed, as already mentioned, is usually from 3 to 5 inches

thick, but it makes up for its thinness and poverty by its

uniformity of yield, at all events compared with a mineral vein.

It is worked for a distance of 11 miles (18 kil.) along the strike,

and the present plan of operations consists in having a set of

shafts for every 2h miles (4 kil.), that is to say a set of shafts

serves for the workings i^ mile (2 kil.) on each side of it. The
great difficulties encountered in sinking shafts through the watery
measures above the copper shale have led to the adoption of the

system of driving out long crosscuts to intersect the bed on the
floor side. These crosscuts can be driven with speed by
machine-drills, and various mechanical means are available for

haulage. On the other hand, in spite of the considerable im-
provements which have been introduced into shaft sinking by the
Kind-Chaudron process, much time is required and a very heavy
expenditure of capital. There is also the consideration that if

the shafts were on the roof side, crosscuts would have to be
driven at the level of the adit in order to get rid of the water.

These crosscuts would sometimes traverse the troublesome
gypseous measures, full of unknown pools, and they would be
above the worked-out bed of copper shale and therefore be subject

to slight sinkings of the ground. Crosscuts in the measures
below the copper shale do not present these difficulties. Of
course it would be possible to lift the water to the surface and not
discharge it into the adit. This would entail extra expense for

pumping, and in this particular instance there is the further

objection that the water is so salt that it cannot be discharged
without damage into any small brook. It therefore becomes
necessary to conduct it into a river like the Saale, too big to bo
seriously affected by the briny stream from the mines.

The workings are an-anged in a succession of floors taken
exactly 62.7 m. apart. This distance is the equivalent of 30
German fathoms, and is 68J yards. To save expense, crosscuts

are put out from the shaft at every second floor, that is to say,

they are vertically 125.4 metres one below the other. Drivages
along the strike are pushed out on each side of the crosscut,

and by putting up " rises " each level is brought into com-
munication with the one above. Intermediate tunnels are then
driven along the shale from a point midway between the two
crosscuts, and the bed is now traversed by levels along the
strike, at intervals of 62.7 metres vertically, which constitute the
main working roadways. As the dip is about 5° or 6°, the distance
from one main roadway to the next is as much as 600 to 800
yards, and constitutes a long working face or "longwall." In
Fig. 366, AB represents a main level, and CD the next one
below it. E F is the working face, which is cut away gradually
till it becomes E' F', and then E'' F", and so on.

This working face is occupied by a string of miners, in fact as
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many are employed as the space will accommodate. The irorkman

lies upon his left side, reposing upon a slioulder-board and a leg-

board. The latter is strapped to the thigh, but the former is free,

and is shifted as required. The work comprises the following suc-

cessive operations—(i) Holing Avith the pick
; (2) wedging down

the copper shale
; (3) blasting down the roof

; (4) stowing the

deads. The holing is done in the lowest part of the bed of

copper ore, along the hard and smooth floor. Enough of the roof

is taken down to give the miner just room enough to do his work.

It is best to have as much as 23 inches (58 cm.), but if there is a
convenient smooth plane of bedding for forming the roof at a
height of 18^ inches (47 cm.) no more is taken down ; indeed, in

some exceptional cases the height is only 15! inches (40 cm.).

Fig. 366.

PLAN ,
.

II \—r—
The barren rock serves as material for stowing or filling up, and

as the quantity is more than suthcient for this purpose, some of it

has to be drawn up to the surface.

It is necessary to have roads for taking away the ore from

the face, and they are formed by reserving passages in the

stowing and by blasting down the roof, so as to give sufli-

cient height. These divisional roads are shown by the letters

a b, c d, e f, &c. The interval between them varies from 50

to 1 20 yards ; and in all cases there are diagonal branch roads

leading from the railroad towards the face, which is finally

reached by the so-called " Fahrten." Thty are low passages in

the stowing, along which the ore is dragged by boys in little carts.

The diagonal roads, however, are made 5 feet high by blasting

down the roof. Owing to the small scale of the diagram it is

impossible to show all the branch roads connecting the Avorking

face with the levels running along the strike. The direction

given to the working face is a matter of importance, for it
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enables the amount of pressure coming upon the rock to be varied.

The pressure is felt most when the face is parallel to the strike

and the working carried up to the rise ; it is felt least when the
face is parallel to the strike and the woik is proceeding down-
wards. If the face runs in a direction parallel to the line of dip,

the pressure is intermediate in amount. Therefore by regulating

the line of the face, the mining authorities have it in their power
to cause what amount of pressure they tliink most desirable for

the work. As a rule the line chosen for the working face lies

soniewhere between the line of strike and the line of greatest

dip.

in new ground in the deeper workings, holing with the pick

is a very laborious operation, and has on that account been given
up ; in such places the shale is got by blasting. After the lapse

of three-quarters of a year or a year and a half, when a large area
has been worked away and the roof begins to subside upon the
stowing, pressure is felt on the working face and the hoHng be-

comes much easier. In order to bring about this state of atfairs

as soon as possible, Jiiger drills worked by compressed air have
been employed in getting the ore.

The Maiisfeld longwall has the peculiarity that more deads
are produced than can be stowed away in the excavations ; the^e

are therefore packed very full and the amount of subsidence is

not great.

In some other varieties of the longwall method there is no
stowing at all and the roof is allowed to fall in, or the amount
of rubbish produced by the seam is insufficient to fill up the empty
spaces. There is also a diversity of practice with regard to the
direction in which the longwall face is carried, sometimes the
seam is worked by longwall outwards—that is to say, the face

is carried from the neighbourhood of the shaft towards the
boundary of the property, in others it is carried " hon.ewards"
from the boundary towards the shaft.

2. VEINS.—In the case of a vein, an explorriory pit is

often sunk upon it for 20 or 30 fathoms, and, if the indica-

tions found in di-iving out levels warrant further prosecu-

tion of the mine, a first working shaft is put down to

intersect the lode at a depth of 100 fathoms or more from the
surface. Crosscuts are then driven out at intervals of 10, 15,
or 20 fathoms to reach the lode as shown in Fig. 367, which
represents a section at right angles to the line of strike.

Sometimes the main shafts are carried down all the way along
tlie dip of the vein, though perpendicular shafts have the
advantage of being better suited for quick winding and
cheap pumping, to say nothing of the rapid ascent and descent
of the miners in cages. If an inclined shaft appears to be
advisable, great care should be taken to sink it in a straight

line. The worst shafts are the crooked ones so common in
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Cornwall, vertical perhaps for the first hundred fathoms until the

lode is struck, and then carried downwards along its varying

dip.

Whatever kind of shaft is adopted, levels are driven out along

the strike of the lode, as shown in the longitudinal section (Fig. 368),

in the hope of meeting with valuable ore-bodies such as are

lepresented by the stippled portions of the figure. For the

purpose of afibrding ventilation, and still further exploring the

ground and working it, intermediate shafts, called winzes

(Cornwall), or sumjjs (North "Wales), are sunk in the lode from

one level to the other. In some cases the communicating passage

is excavated upwards, or, in other words, the miner " puts up a

Fto. 3^7- Fig. 368.

South. »
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under one of two heads—viz., underhand stoping or overhand
stoping. The word " stope " is equivalent to step, and the term
" stoping " means working away any deposit in a series of steps.

Underhand or bottom stopes are workings arranged like the

steps of a staircase seen from above, whilst overhand or back
stopes are like similar steps seen from underneath. Both
methods have their advantages and disadvantages, and both are

largely used.

We will first take uudeiliand stoping, as this is the older

Fig. 370.

w//M/MMMM/Mk
Fig. 369.

lllL

371.

method. In the old days the miner began in the lloor of the level

(Fig. 369), and sank down a few feet, removing the part i ; he
followed with 2, 3, 4, &c., until the excavation finally presented

the appeai'ance shown in Fig. 370. Any valueless rock or mineral
was deposited upon platforms of timber (stuUs), and the ore was
drawn up into the level by a windlass. One great disadvantage

of this method was the cost of winding up the ore and water by
hand labour. At the present day the disadvantage would not be
so great, because power is so

easily conveyed to underground
winches by compressed air or elec-

tricity. There always remains,

however, the necessity of pro-

viding much timber for the stulls,

if there is a large quantity of

worthless stuff in the vein, or if

the sides are weak. The advan-
tages are that ore can be worked
away as soon as a level is driven,

that the men are always boring downwards, and, lastly, that the
ore can be carefully picked after it is broken, without fear of any
valuable particles being lost.

A more economical method of working by underhand stopes,

and one largely employed in Cornwall at the present day, consists

in reserving any attack upon the ore-ground until a lower level

has been driven. A connection is then made between the two
levels by sinking a winze from the upper one, or by putting up
a rise from the lower one.

The work of stoping is commenced from the two upper end;; of

/r/TTirrm'/
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Fig. 373.

this intermediate shaft, and the lode is removed in a succession

of steps, the workings assuming the appearance exhibited in Fig.

371. The steps are gener-

ally made steep, so that

the ore may readily roll

down into the winze, and
so that the boreholes may
do better execution : but

these steep stopes are

dangerous if a man hap-

pens to slip and fall. The
huge open chasms left by
the removal of a wide lode

in this way are also a
source of danger, for

there is always a risk of

falls of rock, and from
places which cannot easily

be examined.

Figs. 372 and 373 ex-

plain the general arrange-

ments for working Dol-

coath, the largest tin mine
in Cornwall. The lode,

after producing copper

ores for a considerable

depth, changed its char-

acter and became rich in

tin. The workings for tin

are confined almost en-

tirely to the granite. The
section (Fig. 373) shows
that the main shaft of the
mine is at first vertical and then carried down on the dip of the

Fig lode. The mine is now consider-

ably deeper than indicated in the
figures, but the method of work-
ing remains the same.
The process of overhand

stoping is precisely the reverse
of that which has been des-

cribed : the work is commenced
from a rise (Fig. 374, A), or
better, from the two ends of a
winze (Fig. 374, B). As soon
as the men have excavated a

sufficient height of the level, they put in strong pieces of timber
from wall to wall {stemjyels, stidl-jneces), and cover these cross-

'y////ym77777777/777
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pieces with boai-ds or poles, and throw down the rubbish upon

the platform {stull, hunning) thus formed. In the midst of the

rubbish, chimney-like openings {mills, passes) are reserved, lined

v.ith boards or dry walling, and closed at the bottom with shoots

provided with doors. The ore is thrown into these passes, which

Fig. 376.Fig

\\\\\\\ \\\\\\\\\\\\\

Fig. 377.

\\\\\ \\\\\\\\\\\\\\

are tapped when necessary. The ore falls into the tram-waggon
placed ready to receive it.

Fig. 375 is a transverse section, showing the rubbish resting

on the stulls. This may be called the typical mode of stoping,

when the lode affords enough rubbish for the men to stand on,

and to keep them close to the rock they are attacking. Very
often such is not the case, and the whole of the lode has to be sent

up to the surface for treatment. If

the walls are firm, a stull is put in,

and a sutEcient heap of broken ore is

left upon it to give the men good
standing ground ; the excess is thrown
over the ends of the stull, or the great

heap is tapped by cutting a hole in

the supporting platform and letting

a quantity of ore run down into the

level.

Another method consists in putting

in temporary stages or platforms

upon which the men stand to do their

work, whilst the excavation is left as

an open space (Fig. 376). This mode
of working is incompatible with weak

If a lode does not aflbrd rubbish enough for completely

up the excavated space, or if it is too narrow for the men
to do their work comfortably, one of the walls may be cut into and

blasted down (Fig. 377), in order to give the men a firm bed of

rubbish to stand on while at work, and to prevent any chance of a

collapse of the mine. In certain special cases rubbish is sent down

from the surface to fill up the excavations.

wall,'

fiUin
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The advantages of overhand sfcoping are—that the miner is

assisted by gravity in his work, that no ore or rock has to be
drawn up by hand labour, and that less timber is required. On
the other hand, the miner is always menaced by falls of the roof

of his working place ; but as he is close by, he can constantly test

the solidity of the roof and sides by sounding them with his

sledge. If the rock rings clearly he feels safe, but if it emits
a dull hollow sound he knows that it must be taken down at

once, or be supported in some way. A last disadvantage of

overhand compared with underhand stopes, is the chance of

valuable particles of ore being lost in the rubbish ; but this loss

can be prevented by laying down planks or sheets of iron while
the lode is being broken down.
When very wide lodes Lave to be worked, recourse is often

had to a filling-up method, and, indeed, such a method becomes
imperative if the sides are weak. The great lode at the famous
Van Mine, in Montgomeryshire, once the premier lead mine
of the United Kingdom, had
to be worked in this fashion, ^ ^

^^^- 37S.

and as the work was carried

out very carefully and sys-

tematically, no better example
of the method can be chosen.

The lode is evidently a fis- ~^^\|;V7 >VV^^/-

'/.-

sure vein as it cuts across the ^ ^__^ _^ , ,^ v^^Jsy-^

planes of bedding and of > \}\72\'^ ^^^A^ \^^
cleavage of the adjacent slate -j^-- "\ ~/^'^\/V i^

rock. It is composed of three ~^-
'V.i^^'j'Y "\

parts : the flii/^an or soft lode ^
"

" ^
B (Fig. 378), the bastard lode

C, and the regular lode E.
The flucan consists of clay ^ ^A'^\'^\^ / WV^^^^
and soft broken slate. The ' ^ '

»\' ^ \ ^

bastard lode is a mass of slate rock, 4 or 5 fathoms wide, between
the flucan and the regular lode ; it is much softer than the true
country, and, though intersected by numerous small strings of

galena, is rarely rich enough to be worked. The regular lode consists

of masses of slate traversed by veins of galena, or it is a breccia of

fragments of slate cemented together by quartz, galena and blende.

The regular lode was at times as much as 48 feet (14.60 m.) wide,
and if the excavation formed by the removal of such a quantity of
lock had been left open, the hanging wall would speedily have
fallen in, and indeed even during the progress of the work the
men would have been exposed to very great danger. A filling-up

method was therefore adopted, and as soon as the ore had been
removed the open spaces were packed with rubbish.

Crosscuts were driven out at vertical intervals of about 1 5 fathoms
to reach tliejluccm B, which was chosen for driving a preliminary
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east and west level on account of its softness. This preliminary

level enabled the regular lode to be reached very quickly in seveial

places by short crosscuts, from which the first level in the lode

was pushed out east and west.

The next process consisted in stripping away both sides of the

level, as far as the footwall on the north and the bastard lode

on the south, unless the latter happened to be productive, in

which case it likewise was excavated. This left a space about

7 feet high, which was at once filled with deads, save a

working level reserved in the middle, which was properly secured

with timber. Endeavours were always made to keep this level as

straight as possible, so as to facilitate the tramming. The letter

H in Fig. 378 represents this Avorking level. Upon its com-

pletion the preliminary level became superfluous ; the timber

was drawn out and allowed to cTush together, as shown in the

lower part of the figure.

In the meantime, starting from the level above, winzes were
sunk, 20 or 30 fathoms apart, in the flucan or in the lode

itself, if the flucan happened to be too far away from the produc-

tive part. The winzes served not only for ventilation, but also

as shoots for the rubbish used in filling up ; they were called

jjasses, I (Fig. 3 7 8). They were carefully timbered and divided

into two compartments : one was used as a passage for the rub-

bish, the other was provided with ladders, and formed a foot-

way, besides aflbrding access to the other compartment, in case

it became choked with the waste rock shot down it.

As soon as arrangements for supplying the deads were complete,

stoping was begiin. The height taken ofl" in each stope varied,

according to the firmness of the lode, from 2 to 6 feet, and when
the ore was removed the excavation was packed with rubbish

(D) drawn down from the nearest pass, such as I (Fig. 378),
and wheeled in a barrow to the place where it was wanted. As
the passes were made at close intervals, the amount of wheeling

was very little. The broken ore was thrown down into a 2}((ss or

mill, K, whence it could be drawn off at pleasure into a waggon.

The ore-passes were of the same size as the winzes sunk for

letting down the rubbish, and were timbered and divided into

two compartments in the same way.

The lode itself furnished enough rubbish to fill up about one-

third of the excavation ; waste rock was likewise obtainable from

workings in dead ground, sucli as crosscuts, and the preliminary

or permanent levels ; and finally slate was quarried at the surface,

shot down special shafts, and trammed through a level such as P,

and a crosscut X and level H, to any special pass where it was
required. To prevent any loss of ore among the loose stones used

for filling up (stotving), it was usual to spread over the top of the

rubbLsh a layer of soft flucan for a depth of a few inches, and when
the lode had been stoped away to the required height, this floor
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waf? shovelled into the ore-passes and went to the dressing floor

with the rest of the stuff. It was found cheaper and better to

dress a few extra tons of stuff than to pay for laying down boards

or sheets of iron to catch the fine ore.

Slice after slice was taken off in this way, and the long working
face formed by the roof of the stopes corresponded in some measure
to a longwall face in bed mining. On arriving within 1 2 feet of

the old workings above, packed with rubbish, it was unadvisable

to make openings of the full width of the lode, and the ore was got

by crosscuts. A level was driven along the strike in the middle of

the lode, or on one side if more convenient ; crosscuts, from 5 to 8

feet wide, were started from each side of it, and driven north and
south to the footwall and hanging wall respectively, the ground
being supported by strong props of timber. The lode standing on
the sides of the crosscut was then removed by a series of cross

drivages similar to the original crosscut, only, as one side was free,

the work was much less expensive, costing abont ^4 per fathom
instead of ;!^io. The empty spaces were packed with waste to

the top, and as much of the timber was drawn away as could be

removed with safety.

When the lower half of the 1 2-feet slice had been taken away
in this fashion by a series of short contiguous cross drivages,

another level was driven along the strike above the old one which
had been filled with rubbish. Crosscuts similar to the ones below
were driven, save that spilling had to be resorted to, as the roof

was formed of the deads of the earlier workings. Whilst this

work was going on, the miners could recover any pieces of timber
which had been left in the midst of the rubbish used for stowing
the lower half of the slice. The legs or forks were always put in

with the large end uppermost, and could be drawn up by putting a
chain round the top and applying a lever. As soon as the upper
half of the 1 2-feet slice had been taken off by these cross drivages,

the woi'king level H above it was filled up and abandoned.
The block of lode 15 fathoms high was thus removed entirely,

and its place filled by rubbish ; consequently there was no danger
of the walls falling in and of the mine collapsing. No high openings
wei-e made during the progress of the work, so the roof and sides

could be sounded and examined without scaffolding ; any loose

pieces could be taken down at once, and there was little fear of

their falling unawares upon the miners.

Before a block was completely stoped away, the so-called perma-
nent level at the bottom had to be prepared, in order to furnish a

road for conveying deads to the block beneath. Crosscuts, N,
were pushed out from the level H, at intervals of 20 or 30
fathoms, to a distance of 10 fathoms beyond the Hucan, and " ends "

were driven east and west till they met and formed a continuous
gallery, P. Eails were laid and the road was rear^y for use.

Several men were kept constantly employed at a fjuarry
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adjoining the mine foi^ obtaining slate, which was trammed to

and shot down one of the two special rubbish shafts. These could

be tapped at the adit, and the supplies were conveyed by tram-

roads and other special shafts, used as shoots, to the places where
they were required. Excepting the first two rubbish shafts from
the surface, no shoots were made more than 15 fathoms deep,

because it was found by experience that the timber was broken up
very quickly by the fall of the stuff when they were deeper. The
bottom of one shoot was always near the mouth of the next, so

that the rubbish never had to be trammed far; and in some
instances the shoots were so near that, by fixing a few planks

in a sloping direction, the waste rock ran directly from one to

the other.

I have entered somewhat into detail in this case, because wide
lodes with weak walls have often given much trouble, when the

attempt has been made to work them with the use of timber

Fig. 379, Fig.

— \i

supports. The amount of timber required at the Van Mine was
small, and many of the pieces were used over and over again.

Another advantage in this particular case was the certainty that

no ore was lost or left behind ; for although money was sometimes
spent in breaking down poor parts of the lode to make sure of not

missing any lead ore, the barren rock could be utilised for filling,

instead of drawing supplies from quarries at the surface.

At the Van Mine the lode was firm enough to allow the whole
width to stand without supports during the time a stope was carried

along, except in the case of the two last slices at the top of a block.

These, as we have seen, were taken oft' by a succession of conti-

guous crosscuts. When a lode is wide and too weak to stand open

with safety for its whole width, the crosscut method may be

applied from the beginning, instead of confining it to the last

slices.

The method is illustrated by Figs. 379 and 3S0. The lode is

removed in successive horizontal slices, A B C D E, beginning

at the bottom, and for each slice a level, L, is driven, either wholly

in the lode, or partly or entirely in the country ; from this level,
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crosscuts are put out 6 or 8 feet wide, as shown in the plan

(Fig. 380). These are regularly timbered, according to the necessi-

ties of the case, and when No. i is completed, No. 2 is begun, and
the rubbish from No. 2 thrown into the empty space of No. i cross-

cut. If the quantity is insufficient, deads are brought in from the
surface or from exploratory workings in worthless rock in the
neighbourhood. Sometimes the crosscuts are not driven side by
side, but i and 5 may be driven first, leaving 2, 3, and 4 as a solid

pillar ; then 3 is worked away, and finally 2 and 4 between the
timber and rubbish on each side. The greater part of the timber
can be recovered when the nest slice above is taken off", as the
props are put in with their small ends downwards, and can be
drawn up with a lever. M (Fig. 379) is a level reserved in the
deads fur traffic and ventilation. This method of working is

applicable not only to lodes, but also to irregular masses.

The mode of working the soft ore-bodies such as are met with
in the Comstock lode, in the Eureka-Richmond mines, Nevada,
and at Broken Hill in New South Wales,
has been already described in the chapter

upon timbering. The excavations are

supported by huge frames of timber, made
by adding one " square set "' to another as

required, and are finally filled up entirely

with rubbish.

Another method of working a wide lode

is to attack it in slices parallel to the dip,

I'cmoving each slice separately, as if it were
a lode of ordinary dimensions, and filling

up with rubbish (Fig. 381).

We have here been supposing that the
whole of the lode is taken away from wall to wall. Other cases
may arise. Thus at Foxdale mine, in the Isle of Man, we have to
deal with a vein of lead-bearing rock which is not ore-bearing for

its entire width. The vein runs east and west, and in places is

140 feet wide. Levels are driven along the northern and southern
boundaries, and show whether or no there is any payable ground
on these walls ; crosscuts put through from time to time further
prove the lode, and sometimes there may be three parallel workable
portions with barren rock between them. Each of these portions,

which will rarely exceed 1 2 feet in width, is then treated as a
separate lode.

The rule at Foxdale (Fig. 382) is to drive the levels 15 fathoms
apart, and to eff'ect a communication between two adjacent levels

at intervals of 30 fathoms, either by a rise or a winze. The lode
thus becomes cut up into blocks 15 fathoms deep by 30 fathoms
long, in the direction of the strike. The.se blocks are worked
away from below upwards in separate "pitches," each 10 fathoms
long, arranged like three steps. The block therefore affords
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three pitches, or subordinate blocks. Thus if ABDC represents

a block contained between an upper level AB and a level CD,
15 fathoms below it, and bounded on the two ends by the

winzes AC and BD, we must first divide it in imagination into

the three parts AEGC, EFHG, and FBDH. The removal of

each pitch, or third of a block, is confided to a separate set of

men. The first set begin at the bottom of AEGC, and take off

a slice 6 feet thick, filling up the vacant space with rubbish

;

then they begin a second slice, and go on taking off slice after

slice until they reach the level above.

Work upon the second division—viz., EFGH, is not begun
until the first slice of the adjacent "pitch" has been filled up,

Fig. 3S2.
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and in the same way block FBDH is not attacked until at

least one slice of EFHG has been worked away. At some given

time the workings will have assumed the form shown in the

figure.

If, as is often the case, there is a hard and a soft part in the

lode, the work in the oveihand stopes goes on as follows ; Start-

ing from a winze, the miners push on a drivage in the soft part,

and timber it up with a cap resting upon the hard side and
upon one leg (Fig. 383). This renders the working of the hard

part very much less expensive, for it can be got by shots which

take full eftect in such large openings. Before blasting out the

side, the caps are supported by a longitudinal carrier resting

upon a few upright props in the manner shown in figure 384.

All the rock is picked in the mine, and any waste is used for

filling up. At last the whole excavation that has been made
is packed, with the exception of a passage, 18 inches high, below

the caps, along which the men can creep if necessary. A floor

of planks is laid down, and serves to make a bed to prevent the
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Fl . 3 4.

A. Granite, or barren part of the lode ; B. Soft part of the lode ;

C. Hard part of the lode ; D. Leg ; E. Cap ; F. Floor of planks
;

G. Longitudinal cap or carrier ; H. Prop ; \. Prop ; K. Filling

of waste rock.
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loss of small ore when the next stope or slice is taken off. Shoots

or " passes " lined with timber are reserved in the rubbish ; there

is generally one at the end of each pitch and one in the middle.

In this way the miner always has one close at hand, and never

need wheel the ore very far. The shoots are furnished with doors

at the bottom, and the ore is drawn off directly into waggons
underneath without any shovelling.

Care is taken to drive a crosscut from time to time, to prevent

any chance of possible bunches of ore in the sides being missed.

Waste rock obtained in this way is always useful for filling up.

The Foxdale }ode furnishes about enough barren rock to fill up
the excavation, without its being necessary to diavv supplies from
the surface.

The timber buried in the rubbish is not lost, for it can be

withdrawn when the next slice is taken off. A piece of |-inch

iron chain is made fast round the top of the leg, which always

has the small end at the bottom, and the hook of a special lever

is put into a suitable link. The fulcrum of the lever is carried

by an upright bar attached to a square base, and by applying

pressure to the lever the leg is gradually pulled up.

Wide Lodes worked i«ith Pillars and Chambers.—The present

method of working the wide veins at the Rio Tinto mines may be
briefly described as pillar and chamberwork, with a solid roof and
floor between the working horizons. For the present the pillars

must be looked upon as permanent.

The details of the system are as follows : A vertical shaft is

sunk in the adjacent rock, and crosscuts are driven out to the

lode at intervals of 25 metres (82 feet); these form the main
working floors or horizons. A main level is carried along the

strike of the lode at each horizon, and, by sinking from one level

and rising from the one below, a vertical intermediate shaft is

formed, effecting a communication between them. All this

preliminary work is done by the aid of roc;k drills. An inter-

mediate level is next pushed out along the strike by hand labour

midway between the two main levels ; the vein may then be

regarded in imagination as divided into a series of horizontal

slices, each 12^ metres in thickness, as shown by the dotted lines,

AB, CD, EF,"&c. in the section (Fig. 385). The formation of

pdlars now begins : the lower part of each slice is cut up by a
network of drivages 3 to 3^ metres wide, and 3 to 3I metres high,

at i-ight angles to one another, leaving pillars 6^^ to 7 metres
square (Fig. 386). A very large amount of ore is produced
in this way. The next stage in the process of mining is

heightening and widening the chambers; in ordinary hard
pyrites the pillars can be thinned down until they measure only

3 metres by 3 metres, and the chambers can be carried to a
height of 9 to 10 metres. Where the ground is weak more has

to be left for support. The two plans (Figs. 386 and 387) show the
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initial size and the final size of the pillars, whilst the section

(Fig. 385) furthei" explains the progress of the work. At the 225-
metres horizon there are preliminary levels 3 metres wide and
pillars of 7 metres ; at the 212^-metres horizon the enlargement
of the chambers has begun; at the 200-metres level the process

has been carried further, and at the two upper horizons it has
been completed, the pillars being reduced to 3 metres. The solid

slice of ore, 2^ to 3^ metres thick between two storeys, remains for

the present untouched, and forms with the small pillars a reserve

stock which can be removed at some future time. Great care is

taken to arrange the pillars vertically one under the other with

Fig. 385.
Fig. 386.

Fig. 3S7.
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their centre lines coinciding exactly. When operations have

been finished, the workings have the appearance of very high

columns supporting huge arches. It must not be supposed that

the honeycombed part of the vein formed by the deserted chambers

is entirely unproductive; a very large surface of ore is left

exposed to the action of air and moisture, oxidation goes on,

copper and iron sulphates are produced, and during the rainy

season water trickling down the sides of the caverns carries them
in solution to the bottom of the mine. The coppery water
pumped up from underground is led into precipitation pits,

similar to those employed for treating the cupreous solutions

obtained more rapidly from the ore burnt at the surface.

At the present time the quantity of ore in sight is so great

that it is not necessary to devise schemes for removing the

reserves; but the work might be accomplished by a fiUing-up

process, beginning at the bottom. The pillars and the intervening
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solid floors of ore could be removed as horizontal slices, fol-

lowed by a filling up with rubbish let down fr-om the surface.

In this manner the workmen would always be standing on firm

ground within easy reach of the ore.

3. MASSES.—The methods of working masses may be classified

thus:

(a) Method by chambers without filling: up.

{b) Method by hoiizontal slices, taken in descending order, allowing
the surface to sink down,

(c) Method by horizontal slices, taken in ascending order, with
complete filling up.

(a) The first of the three methods is applicable when the enclosing

rock is strong enough to allow chambers to be worked out without

Fig. 3£S.

;o YARDS

A. " Grey limestone ";B. Limestone.the so-called " Crease measures'';
C. Chambers or caverns left by the excavation of the ore ;

D. Brown hffimatite ; E. Top or Whitehead limestone ; F. Sand-
stone (Millstone Grit); G Main level; H. Supporting pillar

built up of stones and timber.

danger from the roof and sides falling in. As an instance I may
take the so-called " churns " of the Forest of Dean, which are

worked for iron ore. Brown haematite occurs in irregular pockets

in a certain bed of the Mountain Limestone(Fig.388),whichisfrom

14 to 16 yards thick, and usually dips at a considernble angle. At
the particular mine chosen as an example the dip is 52''. Perpen-
dicular shafts are sunk, and the ore-bearing limestone is reached

by crosscuts at vertical intervals of 100 to 150 feet. A good main
level is driven along the strike of this bed, and small crosscuts are

put out in order to search for the churns, which have often been
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followed down from the surface to a depth of 200 yards. The
exploitation consists in removing the soft ore with the pick, and
supporting the roof with occasional props or rough walls built with

pieces of barren rock ; timber and stone may be used together, as

shown in the figure. If the pocket is very steep it is worked like

a mineral vein ; the men stope the ore away overhand, standing

upon platforms of timber erected across the chasm left by workings

below.

(b) An excellent example of the second method of working is

furnished by De Beers diamond mine, where a mass of diamond-

FiG. 389.

bearing rock occurs as a huge vertical column, with an irregular

oval section (Figs. 30 and 31). It was worked for many years as

an open quarry, but falls of the surrounding rocks (reef) caused

so much trouble, as the huge pit increased in depth, that under-

ground mining had to be adopted.

The system consists in excavating chambers, and then letting

rubbish from the open pit above run in and fill them up. The
details of the method will be plain from consulting Figs. 389, 390,
and 391, which ax-e copied from the second and thiid aunual

reports of the De Beers Company. The deposit is reached by an
inclined shaft sunk in the surrounding rocks, and main levels

are driven at successive horizons which are from 90 to 120 feet

apart vertically. Fig 389 shows these main drivages at the 800-
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Fig. 390.
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Fig. 391.

feet level; there are two
principal drivages parallel

to each other and follow-

ing the direction of the
axis of the rough oval, and
from them cross tunnels

are put out at intervals

of 36 feet, and extended
to the limits of the " blue,"

or, when directed to-

wards each other, till

they meet. Another set

of levels is driven at a
depth of 30 feet below
the main tunnels, and a
third set at a further

depth of 30 feet. The
block of ground between
two main horizons thus
becomes divided up into a
series of horizontal slices,

30 feet thick, each of

which is cut up by a net-

work of tunnels 36 feet

apai-t extending to the
surrounding rock.

When this rock is

reached, the tunnels are

widened out till two adja-

cent working-places meet
as shown in the plan (Fig. 390). The next process is to rise, or work
upwards, until the *'blue" is traversed and the waste fallen rock

Fig. 392.

OHgincbl surface^ — 7

'/if

A. Enclosing limestone ; B. Red hematite ; C. Sand and clay ;

D. Glacial drift.
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above it is met with. This is allowed to run in and form a heap
upon which the workmen stand, in order to blast down the re-

maining part of the slice of " blue." As this is taken away the
waste rock (r^e/) follows. Fig. 39 1 also shows that the workings
in an upper slice aro always further advanced than those in a
lower one. Only the main levels are provided with regular

tramways. The blue got in the intermediate levels is thrown

Fic. 303-

Sand &c: /ran Ore J^imejlonc

down shoots, and so finds its way to the main level, whence it

can be hoisted to the surface.

A somewhat similar mode of working is customary in the iron

mines of North Lancashire, which have to deal with irregular

masses of haematite in the Mountain Limestone (Fig. 392).*
Shafts are sunk at a distance from the deposit, which is reached

by crosscuts at intervals of 10 fathoms vertically. Levels and
cross levels are then driven which bring all parts within easy

reach (Fig. 393). Rises, R, R, are put up from the main floor

* I am indebted to Mr. J. G. Lawn, A.R.S.M. and De la Beche
Medallist, for his notes on the method of working ; from these, and from
nij own recollections, this description has been written.
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or horizon to the next one above, and the deposit is now taken
away in slices or " heights," 9 or lo feet thick. A and B of

Fig. 394 represent two adjacent rises. The men starting from
A, push out the drift I, and those from B the drift /, until they
meet, for the sake of ventilation. This air-road // has to be
kept open while work is proceeding in the slice or height in this

district. Branch drifts, 2 and //, are carried forward to the
boundary of the deposit or of the area the men have to work, and
lastly comes the robbing of the ore by a series of drifts, such as

J, 4, 5, 6, or ///, IV, V, in the order of the numbers. The
work is thus carried on towards a rise and not from it.

After the ore is robbed, the roof crushes in, smashing the
timber and forming a safe ceiling for the workings in the

Fig. 394.

'^'^'5^

next slice underneath. The surface sinks down in proportion as

the ore is removed, so that in some parts of the district immense
holes exist, giving evidence of the working out of vast bodies of

haematite underneath (Fig. 392). As the overlying drift often

contains clay, rain water collects in these holes, and it has to be

pumped out lest it should break through and drown the miners.

The rises are usually made 6 feet by 4 feet 6 inches within the

timbering, which consists of sets of Norway or Swedish timber

6 or 7 inches square, simply halved at the joints and placed

directly one above the other. Most of the rises are divided into

two compartments by pieces of 3-inch plank cut to the right

length and wedged in ; these are made firm by nailing on to

the rise-timber " listing pieces," strips of wood 3 inches by f
inch, on each side. One of the compartments serves for a ladder-

way, for pulling up timber and for an airway ; the other as a
receptacle for the ore. The latter is called a " hurry," and is

provided at the bottom with an inclined shoot through which the

ore can be let into waggons or "bogies" at pleasure. Sometimes
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the rise is made 9 feet by 4 feet 6 inches, and divided into three

compartments—viz., two hurries, and a ladderway between them.
One hurry then serves for ore, and the other for rubbish.

When the men have all but removed one slice or "height," they
take out the timber of the rise on one side, in order to start a new
drift ; it is about 7 feet wide, and is supported by frames, each
made of a cap or head-tree resting upon two legs or " forks." To
protect the men while working in the forebreast, small planks
(spiles) are driven under one head-tree and over the next, and,

if necessary, along the sides behind the props. The men are not
allowed to advance more than 4 feet beyond their timber. As
soon as the slice above is quite exhausted, they open out at the
other side of their rise, and after putting in a strong covering of

Fig. 395-

^^^^^^M^SB^

timber, they clear all the rise of its lining down to the level at

which they are working. In driving below the old timber and

rubbish, it is necessary to be careful that the supporting frames

are properly put in and kept well forward ; they are often held in

place by nailing spiles to them, but this is only necessary before

they get the weight from above. It is possible in many cases to

save much of the timber used in lining the drifts which are made

for robbing the ore, but in all cases the roof comes down very

quickly, whether the timber is left in or not.

(c) The last method—namely, working away the mass by hori-

zontal slices, in ascending order, with complete filling up

—

exactly resembles that which is adopted for certain wide veins,

such as the lode at the Van mine, Montgomeryshire. However,

it may be well to mention, as an example, the great zinc ore

stockwork at Diepenlinchen, near Stolberg. The Mountain

Limestone is full of cracks and cavities containing blende, which

cannot be worked to advantage without breaking down the whole
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of the rock. The limestone is ore-bearing over an oval area,

1 20 metres long from east to west and 50 from north to south

(130 yards by 54 yards).

This great mass of zinc-bearing rock is subdivided for the pur-

pose of working into a series of storeys or floors, each 16 metres

(52^ feet) thick vertically, and a main level is driven along the

major axis of the oval at the bottom of each storey, as shown in

Eig. 396. Cross-cuts, 14 metres apart, are driven out north and
south from each main level, and are connected with similar cross-

cuts below by winzes. The block of ground between two main
levels is then taken away in slices, 2 metres thick, in ascending

order. However, with the view of saving the expense of putting

^5^?^

Fig. 396.

flV; -r. 0£AOS '-'-^^€^'t^.
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in timber to support the deads, which would be necessary if the

main roads had to be kept up in a part of the mine stowed with

rubbish, the first two slices—that is to say, the one in which the

levels are driven and the one immediately above it—are left intact

at the outset. Work is started from a winze at a point 2 meties

above the top of the level, and the whole area of the deposit cleared

out for a height of 2 metres ; the excavation is then filled up with

deads. The deads are obtained by picking the rock broken down
in the stopes, or from any drivings or sinkings in barren ground,

and also by sending down supplies from the surface. Shoots are

reserved in the stowing for throwing down the ore, which is

drawn off at the bottom when required.

Fig. 396 shows the stoping going on between the 200 and the

216-metres levels. When the stopes come up to the sole of the

200-metres level, the ore surrounding the network of levels and
that of the overlying slice can be attacked. By this time this

double slice, 4 metres thick, is somewhat crushed and broken.
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It would be dangerous to have the wide working-places, which
can be excavated without fear in virgin ground ; therefore,

just as happened in the Van Mine, the two last slices are

got by a series of small drivings, in which the miners resort to

a process of spilling. By applying this process the remainder
of the ore is obtained in safety, and the hnal result is that the

great mass of zinc-bearing rock is replaced by barren material

with the expenditure of very little money for timber.
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CHAPTER VII.

HAULAGE OR TRANSPORT.

Underground transport—Shoots—Pipes—Carriage by persons—Sledges

—

"Wneeled vehicles—Mechanical haulage—Boats—Transport above
ground by similar means and by aerial ropeways.

After having been excavated, the mineral must be conveyed

to the surface. In very many cases the journey is performed in

two stages—first, along a more or less horizontal road to the shaft-

bottom ; and thence by a vertical or inclined road which leads up
to the daylight. The first process is often spoken of as haulage

and the second as winding : but there is no distinct line of de-

marcation between the tAvo, for certain sloping passages, called

shafts by the ore-miner, would be denied that name by the collier.

It will be convenient to say a few words here about transport

above ground, although, strictly speaking, this subject should not

be dealt with until after the chapter on winding.

The transit of the mineral from the working-place to the

shaft may be carried on in part or wholly by one of the following

processes

:

I. Fall down a shoot {mill or pass).

II. Flow along pipes or troughs (^launders).

III. Carriage by persons.

IV. Conveyance by sledges.

V. ,, ,, vehicles with wheels.

VI. „ ,, boats.

I. FALL DOWN A SHOOT.—This first method is one to

which reference has already been made more than once in

describing the modes of working. When a deposit is inclined at

a steep angle, or when a mass has to be dealt with, the mineral

will readily drop from the working-place to the level below. The
passages provided for this purpose are called " shoots," " passes,"

or " mills.''

If the excavation is filled up with rubbish, a space like a small

shaft is reserved in the stowing by building a wall with some
of the large stones. This kind of " pass " may be described as

a large chimney, about 3 feet in diameter, lined with coarse

rubble masonry. To prevent choking, it is advisable to make
the pass slightly conical, the large end at the bottom. It may
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be constructed in the middle of the rubbish, or if there is a

convenient smooth face on the footwall of a lode, a semicircular

wall built against it encloses a space very suitable for the purpose

required. The pass may serve also as a climbing way for the

men, especially if it is provided with a chain ; but it should be

used in this manner only for short distances. It is far better to

keep the ore-pass distinct from the climbing way, in case any
stones should lodge on the sides and fall during the ascent or

descent of the men.
A pass is often lined with timber instead of stone, and some-

times it is merely an intermediate shaft or winze set apart as a
shoot. At the Van Mine the passes, whether they are small

shafts sunk on purpose, or passages reserved in the rubbish

used as filling, are 6 feet by 3 feet, within the timber

;

each pass is divided into two unequal compartments by a
partition made of i|-inch plank nailed to cross-timbers

called dividings, and the larger one is closely lined with similar

planks. This forms the " shoot " proper. The small compart-
ment is provided with ladders and serves as a climbing way, and
is also useful in case the larger one should become choked

;

a board can be taken out from the side at any time, and large

stones obstructing the passage can be dislodged with safety.

Vertical passes lined with timber sometimes have pieces of steel

rail put across at intervals, to break the fall of the " stuff."

The pass is provided at the bottom with a mouth closed by a
door of some kind, and when this is opened, the mineral falls out
into the waggon which has been brought underneath.

II. PLOW ALONG PIPES.— This method of transport

becomes available when one has to deal with liquid or gaseous
minerals, or with solutions, but these cases occur more frequently

above than below ground. However, brine is led along wooden
launders and pipes in some salt mines. Natural inflammable gas
in a few exceptional cases is piped off from a blower and burnt
for illuminating purposes ; this is done at a salt mine at Bex in

Switzerland.

III. CARRIAGE BY PERSONS.—The simplest and no
doubt the oldest method of transport along undergi-ound roads is

carriage by persons. It still survives in some places for short
distances.

In the Forest of Dean, boys carry iron ore on the back in oval

trays, called " billies," from the actual working-place to the
nearest barrow-road or waggon-road. The tray is made of wood,
with a rim of sheet iron, and is about 6 inches deep, 22 inches
in length in the direction of the long axis, and 12 to 15 in the
direction of the short one. The load carried in a " billy " varies,

according to the nature of the ore and the strength of the lad,

from go to 112 lbs. or even more. The lad goes on all-fours,

using his hands to suppoi't himself as he makes his way through
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low and tortuous passages. This method of transport is rendered

necessary by the nature of the excavations, which are very irreg-

ular ; but the distances along which the ore is carried are small,

generally from 30 or 40 to 50 yards, and rarely as much as

100 yai'ds.

The Gei-man miner commonly makes use of a tray into which

he scrapes his mineral or rubbish with a tool like a hoe, and he

then carries his load to the nearest " pass " or to a waggon-road

in the immediate neighbourhood.

In the little slate mines near Cochem on the Moselle, men and

lads carry up the blocks of slate upon their backs, walking upon

steps cut in the rock. They come up with their hands upon
the ground, bent almost double under the weight of the block,

whicli rests upon a thick pad. Again, blocks of slate are still

carried on the back from the working-place to the waggon-roads

in the slate mines of the Ardennes. In the Sicilian sulphur

mines the same method is common, and it is also found in

some parts of Spain and China, where baskets are used, whilst

bags are employed in Mexico and Japan. Indeed, in these cases,

as at Cochem, the mineral is not only carried along comparatively

level roads but is also brought to the surface.

IV. CONVEYANCE BY SLEDGES.—Sledges, or sleds,

enable greater loads to be transported ; but they are not available

unless the conveyance takes place along roads sloping downwards.

They are little employed underground.

V. CONVEYANCE BY VEHICLES WITH WHEELS.—
We now come to the methods by which minerals and rubbish are

usually transported both above and below ground—viz., by some

kind of wheeled vehicle. Here we may at once make two classes.

A. Vehicles running upon the ground or on boards ; B. vehicles

running upon rails.

A. Vehicles Running on the Ground or on Boards.

—

Wheelbarrow : The simplest wheeled carriage is the barrow.

It consists of a body with two handles and one wheel. The
barrow used in Cornwall at the present day is not unlike that

figured more than three centuries ago by Agricola. It has

no legs, but in many ore-mines a barrow with legs is em-

ployed, somewhat resembling a navvy's barrow. Mine-barrows

are usually made of wood, and have either a wooden or a steel

wheel. The Cornish barrow is tipped sideways, whilst the barrow

with legs is tipped either sideways or over the end. This latter

form of barrow requires a higher and better level ; it is a more

advantageous appliance, as it throws a greater part of the load on

to the wheel and relieves the miner's arms to a certain extent.

The barrow often runs along the natural floor of the working-

place or level, but less labour is required if it is provided with a

road made of planks or strips of iron.

Carts and Waggons —In the low passages, only 18 inches to



HAULAGE OR TRANSPORT. 351

20 inches high {Fahrten), leading from the working face of the

copper-shale mines at Mansfeld to the main roads, tiny waggons
on four wheels are employed.

Carts drawn by horses are used in some large underground
quarries.

A mine waggon largely employed in Germany at one time, and
still seen occasionally, is the so-called Hungarian " Hund." It

has a rectangular body resting upon four wheels, two small in

front and two large near the middle ; the workman presses down a
little handle at the back to ma;ke the load rest upon the two big

wheels only, and pushes the waggon along a board at the bottom
of the level. The Germans have also used four-wheeled waggons
running upon two boards ; and they were sometimes provided with

a projecting pin underneath which kept them upon the track.

B. Vehicles Hunning upon Rails.—The points to be con-

siderd are (a) the road
, (6) the waggons

;
(c) the power employed

for traction.

(a) Railways.—Cast-iron tram-plates were introduced in the

last century, and were succeeded by wrought-iron rails ; these in

their turn are being superseded by rails made of steel. Various
forms of rails are in use. The simplest is a bar of iron set on
its edge, or a strip of flat iron nailed to longitudinal sleepers.

Rails of the former kind are made, for instance, of bars | by 2J
inches, or f by 2f inches, fixed by wooden wedges in slits cut in

the sleepers. This rail has the disadvantage of wearing a groove
in the flange of the wheel, but it is easily and quickly laid and
readily bent into curves. Rails made of bars of round iron are

used in some Welsh slate quarries.

The bridge-rail was in great favour at one time, either laid

upon longitudinal or cross sleepers ; but nowadays flanged

T-headed rails made of steel are preferred. Care should be

taken to have strong and well-laid lines, especially where there is

likely to be much trafiic. In this, as in many other depart-

ments of mining, it is very bad
economy to cut down the ori-

^^^^- 397- Fig. 398.

ginal expenses too much. What
is saved on the first cost will be
spent over and over again in

repairs, to say nothing of the
loss of time and money caused

by delays in the traflic.

The gauge varies from 14
inches to 3 feet or more ; 20
inches to 22 inches is a common '-

'

',
'

,°

'"-"

gauge in vein mining. The
weight of the rails for such roads is from 10 to 30 lbs. per yard.
Figs- 397 f^nd 398 show the sections adopted respectively by
Legrand of Mons and Hovrard of Bedford, for rails weighing
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1 8 lbs. per yard. The rails may be simply spiked to wooden
sleepers, or they may be laid in chairs. In important roads fish-

plates should be used.

There is a tendency at the present day to adopt steel sleepers,

which are supplied by the makers to suit roads of various gauges.

They have proved to be very convenient and efficient, and in

this country they are cheaper in the end than wood. Among
their advantages are exact uniformity of gauge, easy and rapid

Fig. 399.

laying, fewer repairs. They are usually made of rolled steel, and
the rails are fixed either by clips, or by clips and keys.

One form of road supplied by Legrand of Mons (Fig. 399), has

the clips of one sleeper on the outside of the rail and those of the

next on the ineide of the rail. The clips are firmly riveted to

the sleepers. In constructing the road, the sleepers B are laid

at suitable distances apart, exactly parallel to one another ; the

alternate sleepers A are then put in obliquely, as shown by the

dotted lines, and knocked into position with a hammer ; the

rails are joined by fish-plates.

Howard's sleeper (Fig. 400) is made from a plate of steel rolled

with a corrugation ; the lips which constitute the chairs for the

rails are formed by pressing
Fig. 400. down this corrugation with-

out cutting away any of the

metal. The jointing sleepers

have a double corrugation,

and the rails are fastened

with a simple key which

is serrated on one side. Some of Howard's sleepers for under-

ground work can be used without any keys.

Bagnall'r sleeper is also distinguished by longitudinal corru-

gations v^hich stiffen it and prevent its buckling. The Widnes
Chair and Sleeper Company prefer a section like that of a V-shaped

trough ; they claim that the penetration of this sleeper into the

ground ensures great stability.

Where a mine has a stock of old rails or old iron, it is often

more economical to convert it into sleepers than to sell it as scrap.
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There are several methods in use. White * of Widnes utilises old
bridge rails (Figs. 401 and 401a) by inserting two clips (Figs. 402
and 402a) into a piece of rail cut to the required length ; the
cHp is held in place by a pin which passes into a hole punched

Fig. 401. Fig. 40

Fig. 402 -^j.

m the sleeper. At the Llechwedd slate mine in North "Wales,

two other methods have been devised by Mr. C. Warren Roberts
(Figs. 403 and 404) for utilising old channel iron and flat iron.

Stamped iron clips are riveted on so as to take the outer side of

Fig. 403.

fg-^^fc?-.

Fig. 404.
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the flange of the rail, and similar clips are bolted on against the
inner flange. In order to allow for any small irregularity in the
width of the flange, the hole for the bolt is made oval, and this
enables the clip to be adjusted to the flange exactly.

* Engineering, vol. Iv., 1893, p. 146.
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Points and crossings must be provided. The points may be

like those of an ordinary railway, with tongues moved by levers.

Another plan is to leave gaps between the rails where the lines

diverge or ci-oss, and interpose plates of cast-iron upon which the

flanges of the wheels run without any difficulty. This arrange-

ment is suitable for cases where a man is pushing the waggon, for

he can turn it on to whichever road he chooses, but it will not

answer in the case of haulage by engine power. Each plate has a

rim or edge on the outer side, which prevents the wheels from
running off.

Flat plates are commonly used where there is a very sharp

bend in the road, such as when a cross-cut joins a level almost, if

not quite, at right angles. The plate is made of cast-iron with
ridges forming prolongations of the rails as shown in Fig. 405.

Fig. 405. Fig. 406.

The waggon leaves the metals and the flanges of the wheels run
upon the plate ; as its surface is perfectly smooth, the waggon
is easily turned into the required direction, and the curved
ridges guide the wheels into the track which they have to

follow.

In places where there is a difficulty in procuring a casting,

the plate may be made of sheet iron, and the necessaiy

guiding ridges are formed by the overlapping ends of the rails.

The flange of the rail is cut away for a length of 8 or 9
inches and also part of the web ; the projecting piece of the head
is then hammered out so that the top of the rail slopes down
sufficiently to touch the plate.

Another device for guiding a waggon from a plate on to a
line of rails is a ciirved piece of round iron, i inch in diameter
(Fig. 406). The two ends are bent at right angles and sharpened
so that they can be driven into a sleeper at the edge of the flat

plate. The ridge formed by this piece of iron, guides the inner

bide of the flange of the wheel.
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The inclination of the road is not without importance, because

there are usually waggons travelling in both directions, full ones

going towards the shaft or other outlet from the mine, and empty-

ones returning to the working-places. The inclination down-
wards towards the shaft assists the work, but if it is too gi'cat the

return journey causes a useless expenditure of labour.

The rule in many ore-mines is to drive the levels as flat as

passible, with only just slope enough to make the water flow

away; the tendency of the workmen is always to rise too much,
and one sometimes meets with old levels where, through careless-

ness or inattention of the agent, the loss of level is very consider-

able. An inclination of ^ to | inch per yard, or i in 216 to i in

288 is common.
The condition of the road between the metals deserves more

attention than is usually bestowed upon it. There is unneces-

sary labour on the part of the man or the horse employed in

traction, if the road upon which he walks presents obstacles

through great unevenness. I have seen roads which were simply

a succession of deep puddles between the sleepers, a striking con-

trast to the well-kept main levels at the MansCeld copper mines.

These levels are carefully paved with artificial stones, made from
slag at the Company's smelting works. The paving-stones are

about 5 inches square at the top and 6 inches deep ; they are

also sold to the public, at prices varying from ^d. to id. each.

(6) Waggons.—Mine-waggons are made of wood, iron or steel.

They consist of a body or box resting on a frame carried by four

wheels. They vary greatly in shape and size according to tlio

nature of the excavation and the kind
of material transported. Fig. 407.

Figure 407 represents the plain but
strong waggon of the Yan Mine,
Montgomeryshire, with a rectangular

body of sheet iron, an oak frame and
cast steel wheels. The top is strength-

ened by a band of flat iron. The
wheels are 1 1|- inches in diameter and
are just low enough to go under the body ; they are therefore

protected from blows, to which they would otherwise be liable

from stones dropping during the process of filling. The waggon
is emptied by being run in to a " tippler," that is to say, a cage
turning on pivots, which enables it to be completely overturned.
At the Mansfeld copper mines the general shape is similar.

Formerly waggons of various shapes and sizes were in use, but
now one uniform model has been adopted. The body is made of

sheet-iron ^ inch thick, and the xipper edge is strengthened by an
iron band ^^ inch thick and 2^ inches wide, whilst the corners

are stiffened with angle iron. Tlie body is 3 feet 5! inches long,

2 feet 2 inches broad, and i foot io2 inches deep inside. The
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capacity of the waggon is 13;^ cubic feet, and it carries 10 cwt.

The body rests upon two pieces of iron placed lengthwise,

across which are fixed the two axles. The wheels are of chilled

cast-iron with special grease-boxes. The gauge of the road is

jgh inches, and the wheels are 11^ inches; in diameter, so that

they can be placed under the waggon. The total height of the
waggon is 3 feet i inch, and it weighs 716 lbs.

When made of sheet-iron or steel the sides can be bent, as

shown in Figs. 408 and 409, and larger wheels can be employed
without unduly raising the body.

In order to suit the small levels of some vein mines, the waggons
are made long and narrow. In the Isle of Man, one meets with
waggons 6 feet long and only 19 to 21 inches wide at the top

;

the depth being 2 feet. The sides slope inwards so that the bottom
is only 13 inches wide by 4 feet 9 inches, or 5 feet long. The
waggons are made of sheet steel about y\ inch thick, or of i^ inch

Fig. 40S. Fig. 409.

plank. The discharge is by a door at one end, kept in its place

by a bolt. When the waggon has to be emptied, the miner
knocks up this bolt and lifts the waggon up behind till it slopes

enough for the "stuff" to run out. The top of the steel waggons
is stiffened by a band of |-inch iron 2 inches wide firmly riveted

on, and pieces of angle-iron, where the plates come together, give

a further amount of strength. Wooden waggons have the

bottom lined with sheet-iron | inch thick.

The diameter and nature of the wheels vary. At one mine
in the Isle of Man the wheels are icj^ inches in diameter, and run
loose upon the axles, which are bolted to the frame under the body

;

they are 15 inches apart, from centre to centre. The wheels are

brought close together with a view of making the waggons pass

round curves without trouble. In order to render the tipping

easy, the centre of the fi'ont axle is placed 6 inches in front of the

middle of the waggon ; the miner, therefore, has the greater pait

of his load balanced when he pivots his waggon on the axle of the

front wheels in the act of discharging it.

At a neighbouring mine under very similar conditions cast-

iron brackets are bolted vinder the body to receive the two axles

to which the wheels are firmly keyed, but the hinder axle is not
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in any way attached to the bracket ; when it is desired to empty
tlie waggon, the hind end is lifted up and both sets of wheels

remain on the ground. The hind axle is made fast to the front

one by a couple of straps, for otherwise the hind wheels might run

away when the waggon was emptied. A disadvantage of this kind

of waggon is that it may require two men to replace it on the

road if it comes off; one may be wanted to see that the wheels

will drop properly on to the rails, while the other is managing

the body.

In both these waggons the wheels project outside the body,

instead of being underneath it out of haim's way, but they are

protected to a certain extent by the overhanging sides, and they

can be further screened by riveting on little shields of sheet-iron.

The lateral position of the wheels reduces the height of the waggon
required for any given capacity, a decided advantage when it has

to be filled with the shovel ; but in ordinary vein mining the ore

ought to be drawn down from shoots, and therefore tlie benefit of

easier shovelling comes into play only when loading rubbish or ore

in such places as the " ends."

In some mines the mineral is loaded in the level into an iron

bucket (kibble) standing upon a trolley, which is merely a small

platform upon four wheels. This trolley is pushed {trammed) to

the shaft ; the full kibble is hooked on to the winding rope and
drawn up, whilst an empty kibble is placed upon the trolley and
trammed along the level to the spot where it is again loaded from

a shoot or by the shovel.

Wheels for mine-waggons generally have a single flange, and
are made of ordinary cast-iron, chilled cast-iron, cast-steel, or

forged steel. Steel and chilled cast iron are the materials most

in favour; both have advantages. The wheels made of chilled

cast-iron are rather heavier than those of steel, and are brittle

;

the flange, for instance, will break under a blow which will not

damage a steel wheel ; but a pair of chilled wheels will often

outwear several pairs of steel wheels if they happen to escape

the hard raps to which mice-waggons are liable.

Under E^Te's patent, wheels are made by forging a steel

bloom under a steam-hammer into dies; they are reported to

give great satisfaction and to be capable of standing much knock-

ing about.

Wheels with two flanges are used in the Festiniog vslate mines,

and are considered best fitted for the work on account of the sharp

turns in the roads.

Much difierence of opinion and practice exists concerning the

attachment of the wheels. Four systems are in vogue : axles

fixed and wheels running loose on them; wheels fixed to the

axles, which run loose in pedestals attached to the frame or to

the body of the Av^ggon ; thirdly, a combination of these two
systems—viz., wheels running loose on the axles and axles run-
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ning loose in the pedestals ; fourthly, one wheel fast on the axle,

and the other loose.

At a first glance it might be thought that it would undoubtedly be

best to follow the lead of the great railways, and have the wheels
fixed to the axles, because experien(!e has shown that this system
answers so well above ground. Nevertheless, it must be remem-
bered that the conditions of underground roads are often very
difierent, the curves are frequently of very small radius, and
there is usually more difficulty in keeping the roads in perfect

order. By allowing the wheels and axles both to be loose, the

Ffestiniog miner, for instance, who may be tramming out a
block of slate i8 feet long, can slew his load on the truck

and so pass round sharp curves which would oppose an insur-

mountable obstacle if the wheels or axles were fixed. Loose
wheels with loose axles look clumsy and unnatural, avul in spite

of all that may be said in their defence, it is probable that it

would iti many cases pay the mine owner to improve the condition

of his roads and so render a more stable form of waggon
available.

Lubrication of the bearing parts is too often perfoi'med in a
perfunctory nnd wasteful manner, especially in mines where the

waggon never comes to the surface except for repairs. A little

grease or oil applied at the beginning and in the middle of the

shift is all that is considered necessary. Such a procedure must
be defective ; either there is too much of the lubricant at first, or

there is too little after the waggon has been in use for a time.

An automatic lubricating apparatus is sometimes fixed in the

road and every waggon is gi-eased in going over it. The ajipa-

ratus consists of a wheel placed in a trough containing (he

grease, and as each axle touches this wheel it receives a little

lubricant. A defect of these lubricators is that when a waggon
is going at great speed, as is the case with some systems of

underground haulage, the grease is flung about and wasted

;

besides, where a bearing can be greased in this manner it

is necessai'ily exposed to the dust or mud of the mine, Avhich

must cause Avear and friction. It is better to provide constant

lubrication and to protect the bearing parts as much as possible

from dirt.

One method by which this object is attained is shown in Figs. 410
and 411, which represent a waggon used at some collieries .at Saint

Etienne, in France, and embodying the results of long experience.

The wheel, which is made of steel, is placed under the waggon,

and the journal is encased in a chamber kept full of oil. The
chamber has two holes which serve for passing in the linch-pin

and putting in the oil. They are afterwards closed with plugs.

Other points which may be noticed about this waggon are its

shape and mode of construction. The body is oval and made up
of wooden staves like a barrel.
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As an example of a waggon constructed entii^ely of steel,

I take a "tram" designed for the Llanbradach colliery by
Mr. Galloway (Figs, 412 and 413). The body has the form

Fig. 41a

Fig. 411.

SCALE OF FEET

SCALE OF DECIMETRES

of a veiy blunt oval; it is made of sheet steel ^f^ inch thick,

stiffened round the top by channel steel. The wheels are fixed

to the axles, which are kept constantly lubricated by Stauffer's

lubricators placed immediately above them in the hollow axle-
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boxes The empty v/aggon weighs 12 cwt. and will carry 2 tons

of coal, when the load is built up higher than the sides.

When dealing with a tender mineral like coal, which decreases

in value if knocked abovit, it is important to reduce the effects of

bumping to a minimum; and with this object in view the waggon

rests upon springs and the buffers are elastic. The conse-

quence is that the waggon runs very smoothly, and is likely to

require le.-s expenditure for repairs than one consti'ucted in the

ordinary fa.'^hion without these appliances. There will likewise

be a diminution in the quantity of dust dropped on the road, a
matter of moment in collieries.
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The Hardy Patent Pick Company makes self-oilinrr pedestals

for waggons with the wheels fast upon the axles (Fig. 414);
a is the upper part of the pedestal, and h the lower part,

containing felt or wool saturated with oil. This presses lightly

against the axle and keeps it oiled

for several weeks, without re- l^'itJ. 4i4-

quiring any attention.

It will be seen from these

remarks that a number of points

have to be considered in design-

ing a mine-waggon. They may
be summed up as follows :

Smallest weight compatible

with strength.

Small height, if the waggon is to be filled with the shovel.

Protection of the wheels from injury.

Constant lubrication.

Adoption of a uniform type of waggon for the mine.

Material which causes the least expenditure for repairs.

Easy handling and easy replacement upon the rails.

In a few exceptional cases the mineral raised in the mine does

not require a box or chest. This happens with slate, for the
blocks are brought up on trucks to which they are made fast by
chains,

(c) Power used for Underground Transport.

The sources of power are as follows :

1. Men, boys, women, and girls.

2. Horses, ponies, donkeys, and mules.

3. Gravity acting upon the material moved.
4. Machines driven by steam, water, compressed air, and elec-

tricity.

1 . Human Labour.—Female labour underground is prohibited

by law in the United Kingdom, and no doubt it is destined to

disappear in other countries. We need only deal with men and
boys. "Where the passages are high enough to take waggons
standing 3 feet above the ground, men are usually employed for

drawing or pushing them. It is convenient to have waggons small

enough to be handled by one man, and also to be put back on
to the road by one man, if by chance they leave the rails.

The large waggons and loads at Festiniog require two men,
for the load of rubbish commonly amounts to if or 2 tons. The
waggon and load together may weigh as much as 2 J tons. The
men who push out these waggons usually do the leading also,

shovelling in the small pieces and lifting on the large ones.

2. Animal Labour.—Traction by horses or ponies is cheaper
than using human power, but it is not always practicable to



362 ORE AXD STONE-MINING.

employ it. There are many ore mines in which it would be
impossible to lower a horse down the shaft ; and even where the
descent could take place, there would often be the further draw-
back, that as the work proceeds with comparative slowness, owing
to the hardness of the rock, there would not be "stuff" enough
broken in a given time to keep a horse constantly emp'oyed at

any particular level, whilst shifting it from one level to another
would entail much difficulty.

The load drawn by a horse at the Festiniog slate mines is as

much as eight waggons, a gross weight of 20 tons, or net weight of

16 tons, along a road with an inclination of J inch per yard.

Where a mine is entered by a shaft, the horses are stabled

below ground, and much care is taken in many instances to

provide proper accommodation for them. The stables are paved
with bricks or concrete, sloping towards a gutter ; each horse has

its stall, or a loose board is hung between every horse and its

neighbour. Clean water is at hand for drinking. At a French
colliery I found the daily allowance of food to be as follows

:

Oats 10 kil. (22 lbs.)

Chopped hay from lentil and rve grass . 5 kil. (11 lbs.)

Bran. ....... 2 kil. (4 '4 lbs.)

In addition each horsa had 5 kil. (11 lbs.) of straw per day as

litter.

The horses do not always belong to the mining company ; at

Festiniog, where the workings can be entered by adits, horses are

hired from persons in the district, who supply a horse and man
for eight shillings per day, and pay all the cost of food and
stabling.

3. Gravity.—In working stratified deposits, it is often necessary

or convenient to lower a waggon down an inclined plane made
along the dip. At Mansfeld, for instance, instead of maintaining

a number of levels at short intervals apart, it is more economical

to reserve only a few for traffic, and abandon certain portions,

as already pointed out in Chapter VI. The waggons then

have to be lowered from the working level to one which is

kept up as a main roadway. Inclines for this purpose have
two lines of rails, one for the descending and the other for

the ascending waggon. A wire rope or a chain passes round
a pulley or drum at the top, the axis of which may be

horizontal or at right angles to the plane of the deposit.

Each end of the rope can be hooked on to a waggon, and
the weight of the full waggon going down suffices to raise the

empty one. The speed is regulated by a brake on the pulley

or drum.
Another method of working inclines is to make the full

waggon draw up a weight, running on a special line of rails,

which is heavy enough to bring up the empty when it de-



HAULAGE OR TRANSPORT. 363

scends. In order to economise space, the line of rails for the
weight may be made narrower than the one used for the waggon,
and may be laid between the two main rails.

If the incline is steep, a carriage with a horizontal platform is

provided. The mine-waggon is pushed on to this travelling

platform and ascends or descends in its ordinary position.

4. Machinery.—Underground haulage may be carried on
either by travelling engines or stationary engines.

Locomotives fired with coal have the great disadvantage
of polluting the air by the products of combustion, consequently

they are not available unless the ventilation is very good, nor
unless there is absence of inflammable gases and freedom from
the risk of setting fire to the timbering or to the mineral itself.

A small locomotive of two horse-power nominal is used on an
18^ inch track in the long adit of the Great Laxey lead and
zinc mine in the Isle of Man ; and at Rio Tinto in Spain a much
larger engine pKes in the adit on a line with a gauge of 3 feet 6

inches.

Locomotives driven by compressed air, carried in a reservoir

upon a tender, improve the ventilation instead of injuring it, and
are not a possible source of danger from fire ; but, except in

special cases, they cannot be worked so cheaply as engines fired

with coal. However, the advantages they afford have led to their

adoption in some mines ; Lishman and Young's air locomotive

is employed in several collieries in the North of England.
To overcome the inconveniences and dangers of engines of the

ordinary type, fireless locomotives have been proposed and con-

structed. That of Lamm and Franck has a cylindrical reservoir,

in>tead of the boiler, filled three-quarters full of water. The
reservoir is heated by steam from the surface, until it is capable

of giving off vapour with a pressure of 235 to 294 lbs. per square
inch (16 to 20 atmospheres). As the temperature and conse-

quently the pressure of the steam supplied by the reservoir are

constantly falling, a regulator is interposed between the

reservoir and the steam cylinder, Avhich enables both the pres-

sure of the steam and the amount of expansion to be changed at

will. This arrangement renders extra power available if a steep

gradient has to be mounted.
Rolland's fireless locomotive is similar.* His reservoir has a

capacity of 19^ cubic feet (0.550 cb.m.), and contains water at a
temperature of 205° C, or with a pressure of 235 lbs. per square
inch (16 atmospheres). M. Rolland states that his locomotive,

charged in this fashion, will run for 2 to 2^ miles (3 to 4 kms.).

When going at a speed of 2 m. (6 feet 6| inches) per second, the

locomotive exerts 6 h.p. ; the speed of a horse may be taken as

0.9 to I m. (3 to 3|- feet). The locomotive ready for work weighs

three tons.

* B. and h. Zcituncj, 1S90, p. 375.
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As pointed out by Rolland, the fiieless locomotives have the

following advantages in addition to being more economical :

No danger of fire and no inconvenience from smoke.

Improvement in the atmosphere of the mine, owing to absence

of the horses and their droppings.

The Honigmann * locomotive depends upon the fact that a

solution of caustic soda, of a certain strength, w411 absorb steam

and give out heat. This heat is utilised to convert hot water

into steam, which works an engine and then passes into the soda

solution, causing a further development of heat. The process of

steam-making goes on thus of itself, until the soda solution

reaches a certain stage of dilution. The locomotive is re-

stored to a state of activity by bringing back the solution to

the proper degree of satui-ation. This is done by passing steam

from a stationary boiler through coils of tubes in the reservoir

containing the soda, a process occupying little time.

Experiments have been made, and will be continued, with the

Honigmann soda locomotive, and also with Krauss' tunnel

locomotive, at the INIansfeld copper mines.

Stationary Engines.—An enormous amount of underground
traffic is carried on by some system in which the power for

haulage is derived from an engine placed above or below ground

;

but the practice is far more developed in collieries than in vein

mines, where the quantities of mineral to be handled are as a rule

very much smaller.

With reference to the application of the power itself, the

various systems of underground haulage might be classified thus :

Steam or water power at the surface, "i i. Ropes.
transmitted to machinery under- 1 2. Compressed air.

ground by
J 3. Electricity.

Water power below ground driving the machinery.

S,ea„, po.cr below ground driving the! • ^'Ji-^^r^r.^-f
.;'--

"•"=>""<"-''
U. Boilers below ground

Petroleum engine below ground driving the machinery.

The subject of the transmission of power has already been
sufficiently discussed in Chapter IV., and need not be dealt with
here, save that it is necessary to point out that the conditions

of the problem are not the same when power has tc be applied

to haulage, as when it is required in a constantly changing
working face. As the mineral has to be brought to the shaft, the
engine and its boiler, if necessaiy, can be placed in the immediate
vicinity of the pit-bottom and the exhaust steam can be got rid of

without interfering with the comfort of the men or injuring the
condition of the workings. Proper rooms can be made for the

* Official Catalog'ie of Royal Mining, Engineering, and Industrial E.r.hU

hition, Nenxantle-un-Tgiie, 1SS7, p. xxxvi.
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engine and the boiler, coal can be brought down and the ashes

removed without difficulty. Eveiything can be arranged in a

permanent and substantial fashion, so that steam power may be

generated for haulage purposes below ground when it would not

be practicable to employ it for breaking down the mineral.

Again, when power has merely to be transmitted down a vertical

shaft in order to work a drum near the bottom, endless ropes may
be used, although they would be quite out of place if they had to

be carried along narrow, low, and crooked levels. For subsidiary

haulage purposes—that is to say, for bringing trams from the

immediate vicinity of the workings to a main line—Galloway
employs a small engine with two drums placed upon a waggon,
which is small enough to go into the cage and which will run
upon its own wheels along the underground railways. It can

therefore be moved about as required, and when coupled up to

the compressed air main can be set to work immediately to haiil

out trams, instead of employing horses for this work.

We will suppose that the question of the most suitable dri\'ing

machinery has been settled according to the circumstances of the

case, and that the miner has to consider how he wHl apply it

to the transport of mineral.

Five systems are in use :

i. Single rope-

ii. Main and tail ropes,

iii. Endless rope.

iv. Endless ch^in.

V. Electric railways.

i. Single Rope.—This system is available with a road
sufficiently inclined for the empty waggon to run down of itself,

after the load has been brought up, and draw back the rope with
it. One road will suffice, and the machinery required will he

some kind of drum, around which the rope is coiled, and an
engine for driving it.

The drum is usually placed horizontally ; it is provided with a
brake, and there is a disengaging clutch by which it can be thrown
in or out of gear with the engine. A pair of horizontal engines,

which have their cranks upon the drum-shaft, or which drive it

by means of a pinion and spur wheel, form the common method of

applying the power.

The wire rope has one end fixed to the drum and the other

is provided with a hook of some kind ; this is attached to a link of

the coupling chain of the truck and the load is drawn up. On
reaching the top of the incline or engine-plane, the waggon is

unhooked, and either pushed or allowed to travel of itself, under
the action of gravity, to the pit-bottom, where the onsetter runs it

on to the cage in which it is raised to the surface.

An empty waggon is then hooked on and run on to the incline,

and the engiue-rnan, A\'ith his brake under proper control, dis-
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engages the drum by means of the clutch and lovvei\s the load

without using any steam. When worked in this way, the incUuo
requires only one line of rails. A series of rolleis have to be put
in for the purpose of keeping the rope from trailing on the ground
and of thus preventing much unnecessary wear and friction. These
rollers aie small wooden, cast-iron, or steel cylinders, often with a
low flange at each end to keep the rope in its place ; they are laid

horizontally and are capable of revolving around a horizontal

spindle. Care is, or ought to be, taken to see that they are very
correctly set and that they are well lubricated, so that they may
revolve freely when the rope is drawn over them ; otherwise the

strands are sure to be worn down rapidly from rubbing against

them.
The incline may also be worked with two lines of rails, after

the fashion of the self-acting inclines ; and this system has the
advantage of being more economical, for the deadweight of the
loaded waggon coming up is balanced by the weight of the empty
one going down. It is not even necessary to have two lines all

the way
;
provided there is a sufficient length of double line where

F:g. 415.

.©•

the waggons meet, the incline can be v.'orked with a length of

single line at the top and a similar length of single line at the

bottom. To prevent a waggon from running down in case a

coupling link or the rope should break, a safety appliance, called

a backstay, may be attached to it. It is a sort of fork which hangs

behind the waggon, and just touches the ground; if the rope

breaks, it digs itself into the road and prevents the waggon from

going down. Of course it can only be used while the waggons are

being raised, but it is during the journey of the loaded waggon
that the rope is most likely to break.

ii. Main and Tail Ropes.—On the engine planes just

described, the empty waggon goes back under the action of

gravity ; but with very slightly inclined, fiat, or undulating roads

this is impossible. One method of getting over this difficulty is

to add a rope, called the " tail rope," which will draw the empties

back ; the rope which draws the full waggons is known as the
*' main rope."

The system is perhaps best explained by a diagram (Fig. 415) : «

is a drum upon which is coiled the strong main rope; b is another

drum upon which is coiled the tail rojae, passing round the pulley c.

The waggons are coupled together and form the train or "set,"

which may in reality consist of as many as too waggons. Suitable

clutches enable either drmu to be worked at pleasure by the
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engine, while the other is allowed to run loose upon the shaft.

Each drum has a brake, by means of which the rope can be

prevented from becoming too slack while uncoiling itself. When
the drum a is made to revolve by the engine, the main rope

is wound up, the drum b running loose, and the train or ''set"

is drawn from c to a. Here the waggons are uncoupled and

pushed to the shaft, or, better, the station at a is arranged so

that it is sufficiently high for the Avaggons to run down of them-

selves under the action of gravity. A new train of empties is

then made up, the tail and main ropes are attached to it and the

drum b is set in motion so as to wind up the tail rope and di-aw

the waggons into the terminus at c. It will be evident from a

glance at the figure that the tail rope must be twice as long as the

main rope. As the tail rope has simply a train of empties to haul

out, it may be made smaller than the main rope, except in cases

where the road has a downward inclination towards the shaft

suflicient to cause the loaded train to run down of itself and draw
the tail rope after it.

A single line suffices for this system of haulage ; the main
rope lies in the middle of the road, resting upon a series of

horizontal rollers similar to those used upon ordinary inclined

planes. Where there are curves, however, the rope must be

guided by small vertical rollers. The tail rope is brought along

the side of the road, or if moi^e convenient, along a separate road,

also resting upon rollers or pulleys and suitably guided at the

curves. The system is applicable to I'oads of varying gradients,

and arrangements can easily be made for working branches, by
having a special piece of tail rope in each branch going round a

pulley at the end of it. When mineral has to be drawn away
from the branch, the piece of tail rope on the main road beyond
the junction is d'sconnected, and the piece belonging to the

branch is attached. Traffic then goes on as before, save that the

train is made up in the branch. Another plan is to disconnect

the tail rope at the end of the train, and couple one end of the

branch rope to the train and the other to the free end of the

ordinary tail rope. During the running of a train the tail lope

then goes round the pulley at the end of the main road, passes

round another at the junction of the two roads, proceeds along

the branch round its terminal pulley, and back to a pulley which
again pvits it into the direction of the main road.

The trains are in a large number of cases made to run at a

great speed, even as much as 10 or 15 miles or more an hour, and
if by some mischance an accident does happen from one of the

waggons getting off the road, a good deal of damage may be done
to the train and roadway.

iii. Endless Rope.—A favourite method of underground
haulage is by an endless rope passing round a pulky at each

terminus, and generally travelling continuously in the same
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direction. The rope is kept in a state of tension by
passing it round a tightening sheave, which in some instances

is one of the terminal pulleys. The tightening sheave or

pulley is carried by a frame running upon wheels, and is

constantly drawn back by a heavy weight. The necessary grip of

the rope is obtained by coiling it several times round the driving

drum, or around a driving pulley with grooves and a second

grooved pulley close by ; the rope wraps itself, for instance, upon
three half cu'cumferences of one pulley and two of the other.

The speed of an endless rope is usually from two to three miles an
hour, though instances might be cited of as low a speed as one
mile an hour. The endless rope system admits of so many modi-

fications that it is necessary at once to classify them before

entering into any details. We may begin by making two broad

divisions :
*

Waggons attached singly at intervals along the rope.

Waggons attached in groups or trains (sets).

Waggons Attached Single/.—Two distinct lines of rails are

required, because there is a constant stream of full waggons
coming out to the shaft and a constant stream of empties going

into the workings.

This class has two subdivisions

:

Rope above the waggons.
Rope below the waggons.

When the rope is above the waggons, no rollers are necessary

except at the curves. Several modes of attaching the waggon to

the rope are in use.

If the gradient is all up hill a very simple clip is sufficient.

The rope is made to rest in a fork on the waggon, and as it

is bent slightly out of the line of pull when in motion, it is

held tightly enough by friction to draw along the load. If the

gradient varies, a fork is put on each end of the waggon, or a

screw clip is employed ; this resembles a pair of tongs, the jaws

of which are brought tightly together by a screw worked by a

handle, and hold the rope with a firm grip.

Another common attachment is by a piece of chain 6 or 8 feet

long with a hook at each end. A boy puts one hook into an eye

on the drawbar of the waggon, and giving the other end of the

chain four turns round the rope makes it fast in the hook.

To detach a waggon the boy presses down the chain near the

waggon, takes out the hook from the drawbar, and then unwinds
the other end from the rope. After a little practice the boys

become very dexterous in this hooking on and off, and perform

* The classification and some of the information is taken from the

Catalogue of the Eoiial Mining, Engineering, and Industrial Exhibition,

Ntivcastle-on-Ti/ne, 1SS7, p. xxxiv.
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it

these operations with great rapidity. If there is a downward
gradient the waggon would outrun the I'ope, and it is necessary

to put a chain at tlie rear end as well as in front.

When the rope is below the waggons, rollers are required on
the road, similar to those already described for engine-planes
and main and tail ropes. The attachment to the rope is made
by some form of clip. At the Hodbarrow iron mine in Cumber-
land, Rice's clutch (Figs. 416 and 417) has been used for many
years with good results. The rope can be put in or taken out
sideways after raising the sliding piece

A as far as the projecting pin. The clip Tig. 416. Fig. 417.

is hung by its hook on to the waggon
and the rope is lifted in; the motion of

I V \l

the rope draws the clij) a little away
from the vertical, and this slight devia-

tion of the groove from the line of pull

gives sufficient grip for haulage.

The number of clips or clutches is

very great, and it would be useless to

attempt to describe them all within the

limits of this work.

An advantage of this system is the

smooth and regular manner in which it

works. The waggons are attached at

intervals of about 20 yards or even less,

and they arrive without the bustle of

a long train. The men and boys are

kept constantly employed, but have ample time for doing all that
is required of them. If a waggon goes off the line, it is true
that a large number of the succeeding ones may be thrown off

too, before the damnge becomes known ; but the absence of a high
speed tends to render the consequences less perilous than with
the fast-running trains of the main and tail rope system.

Waggons Attached in Groups or Trains {Sets).—As in the
previous case there are two subdivisions :

Rope above the waggons.
Rope below the waggons.

The former of these two methods is very easily understood.
For instance, several waggons may be coupled together and the
train thus formed is connected to the moving rope by a short
piece of chain with two hooks, in the manner desciibed for a
single waggon. Other attachments are of course available.

The second subdivision admits of a great many varieties

:

(a) Single road, with a siding or sidings for the full train to
pass the empty one.— (ai) Single central siding.—The rope is

arranged in the form of a double loop, represented diagramma-
tically by the dotted line (Fig. 418) ; S denotes the shaft end of the
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haulage srstom, W the end near tlie workings, and C the centra]

gliding. The full lines indicate the railroads. When moving in

the manner shown by the arrows, the rope brings out a train of

full waggons from the Avorkings, and takes in a train of empties

from the shaft. On arriving at the central siding the rope is

stopped, the empties are shunted on to the siding, and the

Fig. 418.

train of full waggons is attached to the part of the rope which
has just brought in these empties. The empties are shunted
back on to the main line and attached to the part of the rope

just used for bringing out the full waggons. On reversing the

motion of the engine, the empties proceed to the workings and
the full train travels to the shaft.

(a2) One or more sidings.—The two ropes (Fig. 419) lie

within the road, except at the sidings, each of which has one of

them. There are points at the ends of the sidings, for diverting the

trains on to the proper roads. Each train has a special truck, or

Fig. 419.

bogie, in front, upon which rides a conductor. It is his business

to pick up with a hook the rope he requires, and grip it with his

clutch ; his train then moves along on to the main line till he
comes to a pass-by. A boy attending to the points makes the

train take the proper line, and if one train arrives a little too

early for the passing, the conductor loosens his clutch and brings

his train to a standstill until the other train has gone by. He
can then proceed along the main road till it becomes necessary to

cross a second train.

(/3) Two roads formed by three rails with one or more sidings

for the passing of trains.— One-half of the endless rope (Fig. 420)

Fig. 420.

lies in the middle of one track, and the other in the middle of the

other track. The trains pass as they did in the previous system
;

but there is the advantage that no points are required.

(y) Two entirely separate lines of rails.—In this case (Fig. 421)

no intermediate sidings or points are necessary, for each train has

its own line, and the services of the conductor can be dispensed

with.
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In making a choice between these various methods, much
depends on the nature of the roads. At some mines it may
be difficult to keep a road open of the width necessary for

two separate lines of rails, or indeed for one ; so that a system

which can be worked by a single line with occasional sidings will

be preferred. Besides, it may be necessary to introduce mechanical

haulage into a mine laid out originally for horse traffic, and the

expense of making a second road might be fatal to a double-line

system, in spite of its manifest advantages.

Fig. 421.

iv. Endless Chain.—This may be looked upon as a variety

of the previous system, a chain being substituted for the rope.

The chain is usually made to ride upon the waggons, and as

each link lies in a plane at right angles to that of its neigh-

bour, it is easy to devise a simple catch or clip. A common
one is a bar with a fork at the top, which is attached to one

end of the waggon. The waggon is pushed under the chain, which

is sagging down a little, so that a link lying vertically drops into

the fork ; the next link will catch against the clip and set the

waggon in motion. On arriving at the terminus the chain is

raised by a pulley, and so lifted out of the fork. The waggons
are attached singly.

V. Electric Railways.—In the previous four cases we
have been dealing with the transmission of power by a moving
rope or chain, we now come to a totally different solution of the

problem—viz., the transmission of power by a wire or wires to a

motor which runs on a track and draws a train of cars after it.

As an example * of an electric railway, I may take one which
has been running for some years at the Neu-Stassfurt mine,

where potassium salts and rock salt are the object of the woikings.

The underground railway runs for a distance of nearly 1000 yards

(900 m.), along the strike of the deposit ; a cable is brought down
the shaft, and there are two insulated conductors hung from the

roof of the level ; one conveys the current to the electric locomotive

by means of a slide, dragged along by a small rope, and the

other has a similar slide for the return. The road in this case is

perfectly horizontal, and the locomotive draws a train made up
of 20 waggons. An empty waggon weighs 400 kil., and takes a

load of 750 kil.; 20 full waggons make up therefore a total

weight of 23 tons. The locomotive weighs 2'i tons, consequently

the total weight of the train is about 25 tons. The steam

engine for driving the dynamo at the surface is of about 20

* MS. notes and B. unci h. Zeituvg. iSSS, p. 300.
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horse-power. The locomotive is 3 feet -^7 inch wide by 4 feet 11

inches high, .ind 8 feet 9 inches long between the buflers (930 mm.
by 1500 mm. by 2670 mm.) and the centres of the axles are

i8f inches (480 mm.) apart. The gauge of the road is 24I inches

(628 mm.), and the diameter of the driving wheels 13I inches

(350 mm.). The locomotive is made alike at both ends, with a

seat for the driver, so that he can travel in either direction, with-

out having to turn it round. It takes a train five minutes to run

the 900 metres.

The cost compares favourably with that required for tramming
by men or horses, and in 1888 the figures given were as follows :
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ground, and so subdivide the whole length into several parts, one
slightly above the other. This level now serves simply as a
drainage tunnel.

At the Dorothea Mine, near Clausthal in the Hartz, there is a
level more than 400 yards below the surface, along which there

was at one time a large amount of traffic by boats. The level is

10 feet high, by 7 feet wide, with 5 feet of water in the bottom.

The boats used on this underground canal were about 31 feet

long, 4h feet wide outside, and 3 feet deep. The part used for

holding the ore had a capacity of about 220 cubic feet ; the load

was 5 or 6 tons of ore, and a full load would bring the edge
of the boat within 6 inches of the water. The boat was
jtropelled by the men, who pushed with their ftet against the roof

<jf the level.

Transport above Ground.

In commencing this chapter I said that it would be convenient

in this place to take the subject of conveyance of mineral above
ground, though, strictly speaking, it would not come until after the

consideration of methods of raising ore and rubbish to the surface.

This part of the subject must be treated in a somewhat summary
manner for want of space, and also for the reason that much that

has been said about underground traffic will apply in the case of

conveyance above ground, indeed the same heads may be taken,

with the addition of a seventh—transport by aerial ropeways.

1. Shoots made of timber, with the wearing parts protected by
iron, can be applied in places where there is a sufficient amount of

fall. In a hilly country it may sometimes be worth while sinking

a shaft solely for the purpose of using it as a means of dropping
ore to a lower level.

2. Flow along Pipes is made u.se of on a very extensive scale

fur the transport of natural gas, petroleum and brine.

The Annual Report of the Philadelphia Company, one of the six

companies supplying Pittsburg, shows that in the year 1S85 it had

331 miles of mains and distributing pipes, which brought in the

natural gas from distances of 22 to 24 miles; at that time it was
estimated that there were at least 500 miles of pipes coming into

the city. The mains vary in diameter from 3 inches to 30
inches, the largest sizes being made of cast-iron and the others of

wrought-iron. There are more pipes of 8 inches in diameter

than of any other size, and the mains are made to increase in

diameter as they approach the city, in order to reduce the

pressure of the gas. Many of the wells when shut would have a
pressure of 500* lbs. per square inch, and even when the pressure

i.s far lower than this, it is necessary to reduce it in order to

prevent leakage, which means not only diminished profits to the

* C. A. Ashburner, "The Geologic Distribution of Natural Gas in the
United States."

—

Irani. Aintr. Inst. M.E., vol. xiv. 18S6, p. 428.
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company, but also clanger to the consumer. In the town tlie

pressure nowhere exceeds 13 lbs., and in many of the mains it is

not more than 6 or 8 lbs., whilst in the low pressure mains it is

only 4 or 5 ozs. per square inch.

Another case of conveyance of gas by pipes is seen at the boi^e-

holes furnishing carbonic acid gas in Germany ; under its natural

pi'essure the gas flows through wrought-iron pipes, either to the

works where it is compressed into the liquid state, or to those

where it is utilised for the manufacture of white lead.

Crude petroleum, which either rises naturally to the surface or

is pumped up, has to be refined before it can be utilised com-

mercially, and it has been found convenient in many districts to

send the oil to the refineries by pipe-lines.* Pumps are employed

for forcing the oil thi'ough the long lines of pipes, as there is no

natural pressure in this case. The United Pipe-lines Company in

America had, in 1886, "over 4000 miles of piping and 500
reservoirs, each holding from 20,000 to 30,000 barrels," t and

probably now there are more than 5000 miles of pipe-lines in the

United States.

The pipe-line from the LiroaJ oil district of Ohio to Chicago is

210 miles long; the pipes arc 8 inches in diameter, and each

piece 22 feet long. The cost of the pipes alone was estimated to

be $7000 per mile, and the total cost of the undertaking, in-

cluding the pumps and reservoirs, $2,250,000.

Another of the great American pipe lines § connects Olean in

the Bradford oil-field with New York City. It consists of two

lines of 6-inch pipes, more than 300 miles in length, and it is

divided into 1 1 separate sections. At each station there are two

tanks and a pump ; when one tank is receiving oil, the other is

supplying it to the pump for transmission to the next station

further east, a week being required to complete the journey. As
the lines of pipes follow the irregularities of the surface, ample

pumping power has to be provided. One of the Worthington

pumps
II
on this line exerts a pressure of 900 lbs. per square

inch, and is capable of delivering 1,500,000 gallons in 24 hours.

Mr. Marvin also mentions a pipe-line at the Burmese oil-fields

made of lacquered bamboos, for taking the oil from the wells to

the river. Modest as this line appears compared with the great

undertakings just described, it is nevertheless an advance upon

the old plan of putting the petroleum into earthen jars, and

carting it.

In this country, brine is sent by pipe-lines from the wells

* Redwood, "Petroleum and its Products."

—

Jaurn. Soc. Arts, xxxiv.

1S86, p. 832; and " Cantor Lectures," published separately, p. 30.

t The Times, 29th September, 1S86.

X Enffinecring , vol. xlv. 1888, p. 439.

§ C. Marvin," England as a Petroleum Power," London, 18S7, p. 19.

II
Eiiij. illn. Jour., vol. li, 1891, p. 745.
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to convenient places for evaporation or to alkali works, v/here

it is used in making carbonate oi' soda by the Solvay process.

Lastly, it has been suggested that the solution of the " caliche," or

raw nitrate of soda, should be sent down in pipes to the coast

for evaporation, instead of performing this process in the arid

desert in the neighbourhood of the diggings.

The flow of mineral in suspension in water along troughs
{launders), or channels made in the ground, or pipes, is a process

which may be seen on the dressing-floors at metalliferous and other
mines, as well as at china clay works. At the Mechernich lead

mines the waste from the preliminary dressing-floors is forced by
plunger-pumps through a large pipe to pyramidal boxes, in

which the water is separated from the sand, so that it may be
used over again.

Though not a true flow, I may here mention the conveyance of

a mineral for short distances by revolving screws in troughs
(" screw conveyors "), which serve to transport a mineral from
one part of a factory or dressing-floors to another.

3. Human Laboiir.—In mountainous districts where the
inhabitants are accustomed to carry their provisions, their hay
or other agricultural produce upon their backs, it is not unnatural
to find ore transported in the same way from the mine to the
dressing-works. Not many years ago, gold ore was regularly

carried to the little amalgamating mills in the Italian Alps on
women's backs. The ordinary load for a woman down hill was
100 lbs. (45 kil.). If the woman took tools or materials up
hill, the load was naturally less, and amounted to about 75 lbs.

(34 kil.). The ore was carried in a basket or creel (scivera), an
appliance to which every peasant-girl had been accustomed from
early youth.

Ore may be moved from one part of the dressing-floors to another
by hand-barrows. These are merely rectangular trays or boxes,

with a pair of handles in front and a pair behind. The hand-
barrow requires two persons to carry it (Fig. 611).

Carriage on the head is met with in some countries.

4. Conveyance by Sledges.— Sledges drawn by men or horses
si ill survive in some hilly districts. Even in Wales at the present
day, manganese ore is sometimes brought down from the mine to

the nearest cart-road in this primitive fashion. But it is a toil-

some and unsatisfactory method of transport, and justifiable only
in the case of tiials, which have not yet proved a suflicient amount
of ore to warrant the construction of a ti'amway or a ropeway.

5. It is by wheeled conveyances that minerals are most
commonly transferred from one pait of a mine to another, or

from the mine to a railway or port of shipment. Wheelbarrows
are applicable for distances measured by yards, such as one may
have on dressing-floors, and carts are sometimes the only available

means of transport for one or two hundred miles ; but the traflic
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should be conducted in some cheaper fashion, by railways for

instance, as soon as possible.

It is not necessary to go over all the old ground with regard to

rails, sleepers, points and crossings ; suffice it to say that though
the surface railway resembles the undei-ground one, it is generally

better kept ; first, because its defects are more palpable to every

one by daylight than when seen by the glimmer of a candle, and
secondly, because there are fewer difficulties in laying it properly

and keeping it in order.

At the surface as well as underground we have self-acting

inclines, and traction by locomotives and ropes.

Self-acting inclines stand the miner in good stead in hilly

countries. There are either two entirely separate roads, one for

the full waggon going down and the other for the empty which is

being brought up, or there are three rails with a pass-by in the

middle, or even a single road, except at the pass-by. The incline

is worked by a drum at the top, placed most commonly on a

horizontal axis, and of course pi-ovided with a brake.

As examples of large inclines, I may refer to those erected

by the " Societe Franco-beige des Mines de Somorrostro," * fur

bringing down iron ore to their railway, which then conveys it to

the port of Bilbao. The lower of the two planes is 737 yards

(674 m.) long, with an average inclination of 30°, the maximum
inclination being 36" near the top. It is worked by steel wire

ropes i^ inch (3S mm.) in diameter, which are coiled around two
conical drums, united by their bases and having a mean diameter

of 16^ feet (5 m.). In order to regulate the descent of the trains,

the drums are connected by gearing A^ith an air-brake, identical

in principle with the fly of a clock ( Fig. 422). It is composed of four

straight vanes made of wood and iron, about 6h feet (2 m.) wide,

and 16^ feet (5 m.) in diameter outside. Twelve waggons coming

from the mine are coupled together so as to form a train, and
when it starts down the incline, the air-brake begins to revolve

and soon develops a considerable amount of 1 esistance as the speed

increases ; the consequence is that the train descends with an
almost uniform velocity. The strap-brake on the drum simply

serves to moderate the speed if necessary and to stop the train
;

but in no case is much power required to work it. The train

makes a journey in three minutes, and it takes three minutes to

make up and couple on a train ; therefore there is one train

every six minutes, and as each waggon contains two tons, the

quantity delivered by each train is 24 tons, or with ten trains an
hour the quantity per day of ten hours will be 2400 tons. By
increasing the number of waggons in each train, the day's work

* Expoxitlori Universelle de iS8g. Note svr VExjiosition de la Soci^td

Frdnco-behje des Mines de Somorrostro en iSSg. Paiis, 1SS9, p. II. J^es

(Irtuules iisiiies de Turcjnn. Aiip:ust, 1SS9, p. 50. Foryes et Ateliers de Con-

sinictiofi, dc Mine. I're. Ta~u- Villain.
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may be run up to 2600 tons. The fan-regulator has the advan-
tage of saving the wear of the ordinary strap-brakes and of

i-endering the speed uniform. If nothing but a strap-brake was
used, there would be a very great amount of friction, which might
cause the wooden shoes to take fire ; in any case it would
throw a gi-eat strain upon the machinery, and involve the risk

of a serious accident if it happened to break. The fan-

regulators avoid all these difficulties ; but they must be made
very strong, as they have to counteract a considerable amount of

vis viva—at the particular incline mentioned no less than 42S
horse-power. I have dwelt somewhat upon this fan-regulator,

as it has been found extremely serviceable at Somorrostro, though
little known elsewhere.

Locomotives burning coal can be used without inconvenience,

and efiect a great saving in most places, when compared with
horse traflic. At the Festiniog slate mines, small locomotives

running on a track with a 2 3i-inch gauge are employed for

drawing trains of rubbish to the tips ; the total weight of a train

may be as much as 80 tons. As the men who are removing
rubbish from the underground or surface workings are paid by
the ton, the loads have to be weighed. When the trains are

drawn by a horse, it is necessary to stop each time a waggon is

brought on to the weighbridge ; but when the locomotive is used,

the train runs so smoothly that the waggons can be weighed
during their passage, without any halts being made. This is

a small advantage it is true, but it saves time and consequently
money, and should therefore be noticed.

The endless rope and the endless chain conveying single

waggons at stated intervals ai'O both in favour, either for trans-

porting the valuable mineral to any required spot, or for taking

the waste to the tip or " dump."
An example of the former system may be seen at the De

Beers * diamond mine, South Africa, where the gem-bearing rock

has to be exposed to the action of the atmosphere for some months
in order to make it crumble away and become ready for the pro-

cess of washing. Large areas have to be covered with the " blue,"

and cheap haulage is a matter of importance. The depositing

floors commence at a point a mile from the mine and extend

for three miles to the east and one mile to the west. The main
line is three miles in length and it has two branches, one a mile

long, and the other three-a nailers of a mile long. The rope is

driven by a horizontal engine, with two cylinders, each 14 inches

in diameter, and having a stroke of 3 feet. It is | inch in

diameter and, as is very commonly the case elsewhere, it has an
iron instead of a hempen core, in order to prevent a reduction of

* De Beers Consolidated Mines, Limited. Second Animal Report fur the

Year ending 3isi March, 1890, p. 17.
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section when it is subjected to continued tension. It is carried

on the steel trucks, which can be tipped on either side, as the body
is supported on two trunnions (H, Fig. 442). The device for

attaching the rope to the waggon is very simple ; the rope lies

in a fork or "jockey," which is slightly out of the direct line of

traction. The jockey is free to turn in a socket on the truck,

and the slight bend given to the rope is sufficient to afford the

necessary grip, even in going up an incline of i in 20. If the
" blue " has to be deposited at a point nearer the mine than the

terminus, the part of the rope beyond the place where the waggons
are taken off is supported by pulleys.

Horses are employed to draw the trucks from the main rope
haulage lines to the places on the floors where they have to be

tipped.

The endless chain has been chosen for bringing down the ore

from some of the mines of the Somorrostro Company,* in a part

where self-acting inclines cannot be used because there is not a

descent all the way. A second reason for adopting this system
was the fact that it admits of considerable changes in the amount
of traffic, by altering the speed of the chain and the distance

between two successive trucks. It further allows branch lines

to be taken off from the main one. At Somorrostro there are

in all very nearly two miles (3000 m.) of endless chain haulage.

The greatest difference of level between the highest point at

the Sol mine and the terminus at the station of Oadegal is 802
feet (244-60 m.), and on one part of the line the gradient is as

high as 29-5 per 100 or i in 3*4. The fall is so great that the
chain requires no power but gravity to work it ; in fact, it is

necessary to use brakes to oppose the vis viva. Strap-brakes are

employed in the same manner as they are on the inclines just

described, solely for the purpose of stopping the chain. The danger
of depending entirely upon such brakes for working inclines has
already been pointed out, and a uniform speed is maintained by
affixing fan-regulators working in water. They are chosen in this

case in preference to the fans working in air, because the latter

must revolve at a great velocity in order to be efficient, and there-

fore could not be applied to the slow chain haulage without gearing,

which would introduce complications. These hydraulic governors
are like the air-regulators in principle, except that the blades are

immersed in water; the speed of the chain can be adjusted with
the greatest nicety by altering the quantity of water in the tank
in which the blades work, and so introducing the amount of

resistance reqviired.

The usual speed at which the chain is run is 5 feet (i"5 m.) per
second, but it can be raised to 6 feet 6 inches. The chain is made
of |-inch (22 mm.) iron, which corresponds to about 19-^ lbs. per

* JEx2)Oiiition UiiivcrneUc de iSSg. Op. cit., p. 15.
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yard (9-826 kil. per metre). The last section, however, has harder
woi'k, and the chain is of i-inch iron (26 mm.) and weighs 28
lbs. per yard (14 kil. per metre). Each waggon holds lyf cwt.

(900 kil.) of ore, and when the waggons are arranged 27 yards

(25*2 m.) apart, the chain haulage is capable of transporting 2500
to 2600 tons of ore a day, in addition to a certain amount of

rubbish which is tipped before arriving at the port.

6. Conveyance of Mineral by Boats from one part of a
mine to another is exceptional ; but transpoi't by canal or sea

to the consumer is common, and is chosen whenever available

on account of its comparative cheapness. It is of the utmost
importance when dealing with large quantities of mineral to have
cheap and rapid methods of shipping it. At Huelva, the shipping

port of the Ivio Tinto mines, the trains of ore are drawn on
to a part of the pier which has just enough inclination to make
a truck run down of itself. A workman then uncouples a

truck and allows it to run opposite a shoot, which leads to the

hold of the vessel lying alongside the pier. The truck is emptied
by opening the bottom and letting the contents drop into the

mouth of the shoot. The bottom is then closed and the truck is

allowed to run on a little further, when it is shunted back on to

a side line, and made to join the train of empties ready to be
drawn back to the mine. After the locomotive has once hauled a
train on to the proper part of the pier, the discharge of its

contents into the ship proceeds very rapidly and requires the

attendance of only one man.
The arrangements are so perfect that 500 tons can easily be

loaded in an hour, but naturally a good deal of time is lost in

shifting the steamers and berthing them. The greatest amount of

work in loading at Huelva pier has been a little over 3000 tons

in a single day. A steamer has been known to come into Huelva
harbour by one tide, and leave by the next with a cargo of 1500
tons of ore.

The Somorrostro Company loads its iron ore at Bilbao in a

similar manner. The Company has three wharves, at each of

which 2000 tons can be shipped in a day ; indeed a ship of 1490
tons has been loaded in six hours.

7. Aerial Ropeways.—These ropeways may be divided into

live clas.ses

:

a. Single supporting rope, with or without a hauling rope.

b. Endless rope, which is the supporting rope and hauling rope
at the same time.

c. Two supporting ropes and an endless rope for hauling the load.

d. Double endless travelling rope or cnain.

e. Telpherage line.

a. Lines erected on the first of these principles may be seen in

hilly countries. An iron or steel wire rope is stretched across a

valley, and forms the rail supporting the loaJ, which is put into
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a sack and hung on by a grooved pulley. If the heights of the
departure and receiving stations aie properly arranged, the load

on going down the slope acquires enough momentum to bring it

up to the station on the other side, without rushing in too

violently. The objection to this system is that the sacks and the
pulleys have to be carried back by men or women, but it has the
merit of simplicity and cheapness. By the addition of a small

hauling rope on a drum, the method is available for steep moun-
tain sides ; the load is lowered with use of the brake, and the drum
is worked to draw up the empties along the supporting rope.

h. In this system there is an endless rope, supported by pulleys

on strong wooden or iron posts placed at suitable intervals, which
is set in motion by any available source of power. Suspended from
the rope are the buckets or other vessels in which the mineral is

carried. The buckets may be detachable at pleasure or they may be
fixed. The former plan is the one brought out by Hodgson in 1 869.
The bucket or other receptacle is suspended by an iron hanger
from a grooved block of wood which rests upon the rope. The
carrying block has a spindle with a small grooved pulley, which
can be made to run upon a rail at each terminus and so let the
rope move on without the load. The bucket is filled from a shoot
or hopper while hanging on the rail at the loading terminus. A
workman then pushes it along the rail until the carrying block
is taken up by the rope, which is always in motion ; the load now
travels along suspended from the rope, the carriers being con-
structed so as to pass over the pulleys. On reaching the unload-
ing terminus, the carrying block is again shunted on to a rail, and
the bucket is tipped by lifting up the catch which had kept it from
turning about pivots ; after having been put into position, it is

brought round to the point where the rope, after passing round a
terminal pulley, is about to begin its journey back to the loading
station. Here it is shunted on to the rope and travels along
with it.

One great disadvantage of this system, in the case of steep in-

clines, is that the carriers may slip upon the rope, and that the
loads either fall off or do damage in some other way. To over-
come this difficulty, some of the constructors of aerial ropeways
attach the loads to a clip which is tightly fixed to the rope. The
clip must be of such a nature that it will pass the supporting
sheaves or pulleys. When the inclination is sufficient, an aerial

line of this description will work automatically, the weight of the
full loads being enough to draw up the empties.

c. The third system has two fixed ropes, which serve as aerial

rails and act solely as supports, and an endless travelling rope,
to which the loads are made fast at pleasure. It resembles,
therefore, the endless rope haulage, of which mention has been
made for underground work, save that the rails are above the
load instead of beings below it.
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Fig. 423.

Ropeways working upon this plan have been perfected of late

years by Otto and by Bleichert in Germany, where they are

commoner than in this country. They are constructed for distances

of from 2 to 8 or even 10 miles, with a carrying capacity of 600 to

800 tons per day of 10 hours. The sepai^ate loads may vary from

^ cwfc. to I ton each.

The points to be considered are :

Carrying rope and vessel.

Posts or standards.
Hauling rope and attachments.
Terminals and their shunting arrangements.

The kind of cable used on the most recent lines erected on the

Otto system* is that known as "locked coil wire rope," the con-

struction of which is explained in the next chapter (Fig. 45 1). It

has the advantage of presenting a perfectly smooth surface, ad-

mirably adapted for the running of the grooved pulleys by which

the load is suspended. The vessel in which the mineral is conveyed

may be any convenient form of bucket

or box, supported by pivots around
which it caia be easily tipped, or the

actual mine-waggons may be slung up
and the ore carried in them.

Each box, bucket, or waggon, is at-

tached to a hanger suspended from a

spindle placed midway between two
grooved pulleys or wheels, which rest

on the rope (Mg. 423).
The posts or standards are constructed

of wood or iron, sometimes with two,

and sometimes with four legs, suitably

stifTened by braces and held in position

by guy ropes or rods (Figs. 424 and 425).
The foui'-legged standards are used for

heavy loads or long spans. The distance

between the standards varies according

to the nature of the country, and is often

about 30 to 60 yards ; but where the

country is much broken by ravines, these short spans are unat-

tainable without standards of an impracticable height, and the

cable is then made to stretch across very long intervals without

intermediate supports. Spans of 550 yards (500 m.) are not

unknown.
The hauling rope must be very flexible, and is made of fine steel

wire with a hempen core. The mode of attachment of the load

varies with the gradient of the line. If the gradient is less than

* J. Pohlig, " Aerial Ropeways, Otto System."

—

Tram. Amer. Inst. M.E.,

vol. xix. 1 89 1, p. 760.
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I in 6, the amount of friction necessary for gripping the rope
tightly can be obtained by bringing it between two flat iron
discs and clamping them together with a screw. One of these
discs is rigidly attached to the hanger, and the tightening screw
of the other can be loosened automatically by providing it with
a projecting lever, which comes in contact Avith a stop at the
terminus.

If the gradient is between i in 6 and i in 3, the discs are made

Fig. 424. Fig. 425.

with corrugated instead of smooth surfaces. When the gradient
exceeds i in 3, another device has to be employed

;
projecting

knobs are inserted into the rope at regular intervals, and on
meeting with properly arranged stops upon the loads they cause
them to travel along. Figs. 426, 427 and 428 show the details

of the arrangement.
Each terminus is provided with an iron rail which is fixed

so as to meet the rope where the buckets have to be
loaded or unloaded ; by suitably arranging the end of the
rail, the load passes quite smoothly from it to the rope and vice
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An example of one of the Otto ropeways is given in Fig. 429,
which is a section of the line put up for the Sheba Gold Mining

Fig. 426.

Company, Limited, Barberton ; it is 2| (4-4 kil.) miles long, and
wiU carry 150 tons per day of 10 hours. The maximum inclino

is I in 1-6, and the greatest span 1480 feet (451 m.).

Fig. 429.

Vertical Scale

200 300 400 SOO METRES

A line erected in Southern Spain for carrying iron ore is 9-69

miles (15 '6 kil.), long, divided into four independent sections.

The greatest span is 91 8 feet (280 m.), but on an average the sup-
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porting posts are only 44 yards (40 m.) apart. The hauling rope
is made to travel at the rate of 100 yards (go m.) a minute,
and deliver two buckets, each containing 7 cwt. (350 kil.) in that
time. This means a carrying capacity of 1200 buckets or 420
tons per day of 10 hours. The line has also been worked with

two shifts of 8 hours each, and has transported 900 tons in that

time. The total cost of this line, which was surveyed, erected

in a very difficult country, and ready to start in ten months,
was ;^2 6,000 ; and it has been worked at a cost of is. ^d. per ton,

which includes all that is spent for labour, maintenance and
repairs.

At the Menzel colliery in Upper Silesia, 500 to 700 tons of

coal are carried in ten hours a distance of i'6 miles, for j\d. per

2 B



3S0 ORE AND STONE-MINIXG.

ton per mile, including wages, repairs, interest on capital and
depieciation of plant. Fig. 430 shows part of the line at Gottes-

segen colliery, Upper Silesia.*

A line carrying ii^on ore in Luxembourg is 3 miles long, and
transports 300 tons of iron ore in 10 hours at a cost, again in-

cluding all expenses—viz., wages, repairs, interest on capital, and
depreciation of plant, of 4hd. per ton, or ild. per ton per mile.

d and e. Ropeways worked by these systems are rare.

* "Otto Tatent Eopeway."

—

Tlie En(jineev, vol. Ixvii. 1SS9, p. 115.
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CHAPTER VIII.

HOISTING OR WINDING.

Motors, drums, and pulley-frames.—Ropes, chains, and attachments.

—

Kibbles, skips, and cages.—Keps, guides, signals.—Safety appliances,
detaching-hooks, safety-catches, automatic stopping gear—Pneumatic
hoisting.

By hoisting is meant raising the minerals from the underground
workings to the surface. In speaking of the subject generally,

it is more correct to say hoisting than winding, because this

latter term implies the use of the rope, which is not quite

universal. As already explained in the last chapter, there is no
clear line of demarcation between haulage and winding. In
the typical case of a vertical shaft and a nearly horizontal level,

it is easy to make the distinction ; but when the mineral is

drawn up through inclines, the name given to the process

depends upon local custom. Thus, part of the shaft at a Cornish
tin mine is inclined at an angle of only 151° from the horizontal,

and nevertheless the work of drawing up the ore is always called

winding.

In a few districts carriage on the back still survives ; in

Sicily, for instance, much of the sulphur rock is brought to

the surface by boys on their backs up rough paths, or steps

cut in the ground. As lately as ten years ago, I found slate

being brought up on the back in the Moselle district. In
Mexico and in China, too, the same method is pursued in

some silver and other mines. However, this barbarous mode
of raising mineral is simply mentioned for the purpose of con-

demning it.

The regular method of bringing a mineral to the surface is to

draw it up a shaft or an incline by means of a rope. The subject

is such a wide one that it must be treated under different headings
as follows: (i) Motors, drums and pulley-frames; (2) Eope,
or chain ; attachments of the rope

; (3) Receptacle for the mineral
or waste rock

; (4) Other indispensable appliances, guides, signals,

keps ; (5) Safety appliances.

I. MOTORS, DRUMS, AND PULLEY-FRAMES.—
Motors—As in other departments of mining, the motor employed
may be worked by animal power, or by an engine driven by
water, steam, compressed air, petroleum or electricity.
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(a) Animal Poiver.—The simplest contrivance for winding is a
pulley supported by some suitable frame above the shaft ; a bucket

is attached to the end of a rope hanging down the shaft, whilst the

other end, passing over the pulley, is drawn by men or women :

they simply walk away from the shaft and haul up the bucket.

Oil wells are sunk in Burmah by this primitive method of

hoisting.

The usual method of applying luiman power is by a Avindlass.

This well-known appliance consists of a wooden cylinder, about
eight inches in diameter, provided with two iron handles and
supported by two upright posts which are suitably stayed. A
sliding bar, which can be drawn out either above or below the

cylinder, .serves to hold one of the handles, when required.

In this country, the ordinary windlass is used for shallow

sinkings of twenty, thirty, or forty yards in depth, such as are

made in commencing work at a mine, or in effecting a communi-
cation between two levels ; but in countries where mining is

less advanced, and where labour is cheaper, the windlass may
form the sole means for hoisting from depths of a hundred and
even two hundred yards. Thus, for instance, at Boryslaw, in

Galicia, it is reckoned that six or seven thousand shafts have
been sunk during the last thirty years, for the purpose of working
ozokerite, to an average depth of one hundred yards, by human
labour ; four, five, and even six men and women may be seen

working the Boryslaw windlass. In the neighbouring country of

Roumania, oil wells are sunk in like manner. The windlass is used
either with one or two buckets ; in the latter case the labour

is lightened, for the weight of the empty bucket going down
balances the dead weight of the bucket coming up with a load of

rock.

As a rule too little attention is paid to the state of the axles

and bearings. Windlasses, like other machines, cannot be worked
with economy unless means are taken to prevent unnecessary
friction, which is sure to arise unless the axles and bearings

are kept perfectly true ; this fact should be specially borne in

mind when the mine-owner is employing expensive human
power.

The capstan is an unusual form of winding machine at mines

;

it differs from the windlass by having its cylinder vertical As an
instance of its use, I may mention the little underground quarries

at Swanage in Dorsetshire, where blocks of stone are drawn
up incline;j by means of capstans turned with bars, after the
manner of those used on board ship.

When a horse is employed in the place of men, the bucket,

attached to a rope passing over a pulley, is sometimes drawn up
by making the animal walk away from the shaft. The framework
and pulley constitute what is called a ivhipsiderry

.

Animal power is usually applied by means of a machine called
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a horse-whim. It may be looked upon as a gigantic capstan,

worked by horses, mules, or donkeys, It consists of an upright

axle, usually of timber, supported at the bottom by an iron pin

or pivot, which woiks in a hole in a large stone, forming a primi-

tive foot-block. A horizontal beam, known as the driving beam,
is attached to the axle, and above it comes a hollow wooden
cylinder or drum, around which the rope is coiled, proper project-

ing horns or flanges being provided to prevent it from slipping

off.

The other end of the axle works in an iron socket, carried

by a great horizontal beam, known as the span-beam, which is

supported by two legs. In this country the horse-whim is not
roofed over, and it forms a prominent feature in many mining
districts; where the weather is more severe, a house becomes
necessary. The winding rope is coiled several times around the
drum, and both ends, after passing over pulleys, hang down the
shaft ; when the horse walks round, one bucket is raised and
the other lowered.

Before the introduction of steam, the hoi-se-whim was a very
important means of winding ; and in countries where water-

power is lacking, coal dear, and fodder cheap, it still performs very
useful services. As many as six to eight horses may be harnessed
to a horse-whim for the purpose of working it.

(b) Water.—I will now pass on to the engines worked by water,

steam, compressed air, petroleum, or electricity.

When the water-wheel is used for hoisting, it is necessary to

have means of reversing the motion, in order to raise or lower
the rope at pleasure. Two methods may be employed : A
double wheel with the buckets fixed in opposite directions ; a
single wheel provided with suitable gearing or belts. The double
wheel is frequently seen undeiground in Germany ; it has sluices

{hatches) which will turn the water on to either side, and there is

a brake for controlling the motion. The winding-di'um is placed

on the shaft of the water-wheel, and according as the water is

turned on to the right-hand or to the left-hand side, the wheel
revolves one way or the other.

When gearing is employed, a bevel-wheel upon the shaft of the
water-wheel drives a pair of bevel-wheels, facing each other, which
run loose upon the shaft of the drum. By means of a suitable

clutch either of them can be brought into firm connection with
the drum-shaft, and so made to drive it in the required direc-

tion.

Fig. 431 shows the method adopted at Great West Van Mine
in Cardiganshire by Messrs. Urquhardt and Small. A, Girard
turbine ; B, belt driving the shaft of two pulleys C D ; E and F,
pulleys loose upon the shaft ; G, clutch ; H, handle working clutch

;

I, pinion driving spur-wheel on drum J J ; K, brake strap ; L, pin
connected, when required, to "bob " of pumps. The belt from C
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to E is straight, and that from D to F is crossed ; therefore the
two pulleys E and F are always revolving in opposite directions.

According as E or F is made fast to the shaft by the clutch G,
the pinion I tui-ns the drum one way or the other.

(c) Steam.—Steam-engines em-
FiG, 431. ployed for winding have usually

two cylinders, either vertical or
horizontal; the latter are preferred.

In some mining districts, notably
in Cornwall, one finds a single

vertical cylinder working a beam
by which motion is communicated
to a fly-wheel; but for rapid work
it is necessary to have more com-
mand of the engine than can be
furnished by a machine of this

kind.

It was the fashion at one time
to put a pinion upon the crank-

shaft and a spur-wheel upon the

drum shaft ; nowadays for quick

winding the drum is placed upon
the same shaft as the cranks. This
is called working on the first motion,

whereas if gearing is used the
method is said to be on the second

motion. In any case the engine

must be provided with an adequate
brake, and where the drum is

worked by gearing, it is necessary

to have a brake upon the drum
shaft, because otherwise there

would be no means of arresting

the descent of the load in case of

fracture of some of the cogs.

Although many winding engines

work without expansion, automatic

expansion gear is common, and
some of the engines are arranged

*?— '

1̂

^
1 1 I ^ T ^ so that the commencement and end

of the run shall be worked with

the full power of the steam, and the middle of the run expan-

sively. Compound engines, and indeed triple expansion engines,

have been erected for winding purposes, though the advisability

of employing them is questioned by some mining engineers
;

wlule fully admitting the value of this principle in the case of

engines Avhich are woiking constantly, such as those used for

pumping, they contend that it is not advisable to complicate

SCALE OF FEET
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FIG. 433-

machinery which is performing very irregular work, and is being

continually stopped and started.

Compound engines have, however, be3n adopted recently for

winding at Llanbradach Colliery, near Cardiff, by Mr. Galloway.

The two cylinders on each side are arranged tandem fashion

(Figs. 432 and 433). A, high pressure cylinder; B, low pressure

cylinder; C, drum.
(d) Compressed Air.—Compressed air is largely employed when

the hoisting engine has to be placed underground, and it is

especially suitable for

sinking intermediate •^^^- 432-

shafts {ivinzes). Com-
pact and handy forms

of engines are suppUed
by various makers

;

many of them are

similar to the steam
winches used on board
ship, and consist of

two cylinders driving

a pinion which works
a spur - wheel placed

upon the same shaft as

the drum.
Occasionally, as for

instance at the Long
Tunnel, Walhalla, in

Victoria, all the hoist-

ing of a mine is done '^~
^;yl'- y

'

v
'

v ' v^"V' ' v '

'
'

»
'

'

»"
;»

'

'

"
' \^'^"a

by a compressed air
""

engine. The reason for this choice at the Long Tunnel was the

fact that lode was reached by a long adit, in which compressed
air appeared to be the most convenient method of transmitting

power from a motor at the surface.

(e) Electricity.—Winding by electricity is as yet in its in-

fancy; but, no doubt, in the course of a few years, we shall

hear more of this convenient method of conveying power to the

place where it is to be used. It is easy to understand that an
electrical motor can be applied to the drum used for winding,

its rapid motion being reduced to a suitable speed by means of

gearing.

Drums.—A winding drum is usually a mere revolving cylinder,

around which the rope coils itself. It is formed of two centre-

pieces keyed to the shaft, each carrying arms, to which are

attached rings. Supported by these rings are pieces of plank
or plates of iron or steel, which build up a hollow cylinder, the

length and diameter of which depend upon the importance of the

plant. In large mines one may see drums 20 and even 30 feet in
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diameter ; with a drum of 20 feet, 10 revolutions mean coiling or

uncoiling 209 yards of i-ope.

A drum constructed for Llanbradach Colliery is a hollow

cylinder 17 feet in diameter, and 8 feet wide. In Figs. 434 and

435, A is a cast-iron centre-piece; B B are arms made of H-steel,

to which are riveted the crossbars of channel-iron C. The skeleton

formed in this way is covered with plates of steel D, -| inch thick,

which are fixed with countersunk rivets to T-iron E, where they

meet. F is the flange to prevent the rope from slipping off the

drum, and G the wronght-iion ling upon which the brake

acts, A novelty introduced by Mr. Galloway is the arrange-

ment for keeping a reserve length of rope to supply the loss

Fig. 434.

Fig. 435.

caused by successive re-cappings. Inside the mnin drum is the
hollow cast-iron cylinder H, capable of turning independently.

When a new rope is put on, 50 yards of it ai-e coiled upon
H, the bolts of the clip I are fastened, and the remainder
is wound round the main drum. After le-capping the rope
at the end of two months, it is easy to unloose the clip and
draw out what is required. The drum is constructed as light as

pos-ible, in order to prevent power from being wasted in starting

and stopping an unnecessarily heavy mass. The shaft is 20 feet

in diameter and 550 yards deep to the first seam of coal intended

to be worked ; but it will be probably made 600 to 630 yards deep
in time. The engine (Fig. 432) is expected to raise 200 tons of

coal per hour with two mine waggons in each cage, each waggon
carrying 2 tons.

An objection urged against the plain cylindrical drum is that

it in no way compensates for the change of woik lequired of the
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engine during the difTerent phases of the act of winding. To make
this plain, suppose one end of the rope to be at the bottom of the

shaft with the full load attached to it, whilst the other end is at

the top with nothing but an empty cage. On starting, the engine

has to raise not only the weight of the load of mineral, but also

the entire weight of the rope hanging down the shaft, and in deep
mines with large cages, this weight is by no means inconsiderable.

In proportion as the full cage is raised, the amount of dead
Aveight of rope to be lifted becomes less and less. Eventually the

full and empty cages meet ; the two portions of the rope then
balance each other, and the engine has simply to overcome the

action of gravity upon the mineral; later on the rope of the

empty cage is longer than that of the full one, and assists the

engine in doing its work. At last when the load is nearing the top,

the drum is feeling the full weight of the rope of the empty cage.

Constancy of load is easily obtainable with the cylindrical drum
by the simple expedient of adding a balance rope—that is to say,

a rope hanging down the shaft with one end attached to the

bottom of each cage. Provided that this rope agrees in weight
with the winding rope, the counterpoising is perfect, for on each
side, in every phase of the ascent or descent, there is always the

same dead weight acting upon the drum. This method is adopted
at Llanbradach and also at De Beers Mine. The balance rope

often, but not invariably, passes round a pulley at the bottom of

the shaft.

With the same object in view the drum is made spiral or

conical, or rather of a combination of two such drums united by
their larger bases. The rope is so arranged that the diameter of

the coil increases as the act of winding up proceeds. The load at

the bottom of the pit acts upon the drum shaft wdth a small

amount of leverage, and its leverage increases as the weight due
to the rope diminishes. The reverse condition of affairs exists

with the descending load : it has a large leverage while there is

only a short length of rope hanging down the shaft, but as the
weight thrown upon the drum increases, so the leverage
diminishes.

Intermediate between the conical and the cylindrical drum is

one which combines the two systems ; the conical end is used
for starting the load from the bottom and the main part of the
operation is performed with the cylindrical surface.

When a flat rope is used instead of a round one, it is convenient,
for the sake of distinction, to speak of the winding cylinder

as a reel or bobbin (Figs. 436 and 437).* It is provided on
both sides with long radial arms, which serve the same purpose
as the horns or flanges in the case of the drum ; that is to say,

they prevent the rope from slipping off sideways.

* Callon, Lectures on Mininrj, vol. ii. plate I2L
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The flat rope coils upon itself, and as the winding proceeds the
diameter of the coil increases, if the cage is being raised, or

decreases if the cage is being let down. In this way there is a
certain compensating action similar to that which is obtained
with a spiral drum—in other words, at the moment of starting,

Avhen the load is at the bottom, the smallest amount of leverage

is exerted upon the driving shaft of the reel ; whereas at the end
of the wind, when the load is least, it is exerting the greatest

leverage.

Fig. 436.

Fig. 437.

Scale
3 METRES

Pulley-Frames.—The framework at the top of the shaft for

supporting the pulley or pulleys is known by different names. It

is sometimes called the head-gear, the pit-head frame, or poppet
heads (Cornwall). It may be constructed of timber, iron or steel,

and metal pulley-frames are usually seen nowadays at large mines,

where winding is conducted upon an extensive scale ; at small

mines and also during sinking operations a timber head-gear is

common.
A kind of frame often used is shown by Figs. 43S, 439, 440,

from which it will be seen that four large upright posts support

cross-beams A, B, C, D, upon, which the pulleys rest. The frame is

suitably stiffened by struts. Its principal duty is to I'esist two forces,
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one exerted by the load and rope hanging down the shaft, and the

other by the rope which is being hauled in by the drum. At a

Fig. 439.

Fig. 438,

moment just before the load begins to move the two forces will be
equal, and the dii^ection of their resultant will be a line bisecting
the angle between the two parts of the rope, and passing through

Fig. 440.

the centre of the pulley. Provision therefore should be made for

resisting this pull, and this is effected by stays, such as are shown

in Figs. 438 and 440, which represent a pulley-frame used for
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sinking a shaft some 200 yards deep at Halkyn Mine in Flint-
shire. The backstay may be placed in any position between

FiG. 441.

the bisectrix and a line parallel to the rope going to tlie

drum.
During the sinking at Ilalkyn only one bucket was used, and



HOISTING OR WINDING. 397

as this had to hang in the middle of the shaft the pulley was
placed between the two beams B and C. Now, the shaft is used

for winding with two small cages and there are two pulleys, one
between A and B, the other between C and D.

Fig. 441 shows the head-gear erected at the perpendicular " Rock
shaft" of De Beers Mine,* whilst Fig. 442 represents the arrange-

ments at the Incline shaft of the same mine.

The head-gear at both shafts is made of wrought-iron trellis

work. At the Rock shaft the legs and stays are of 3i-inch angle-

iron, I inch thick. The lattice bai's are 3^ by | inch ; the total

height from the ground to the centre of the pulleys is 61 feet.

Fig. 442.

Pulleys.—Winding pulleys have to be placed on the pit-head

frame in order to change the direction of the rope.

Now^adays, in all important windings, the pulleys are made from
10 to 15, and even 20 feet in diameter, in order to subject the rope
as little as possible to sharp bendings, which would reduce its life.

The cast-iron boss, or centre, is joined by wrought-iron arms to

a grooved rim also made of cast iron (Fig. 443). In course of

time steel ropes wear away the rim, and to lessen this source of

trouble, the part in which the rope lies may be chilled. The
groove should fit the rope; for if it is too wide, the rope will

rest upon a small part of its circumference and be Hable to be
squeezed.

At some mines pullej^s are made with a light rim, which will

not last for more than a year. The object in view is the preven-
tion of wear from rubbing. When the speed of the engine is

* Secovd Annual Beport of De Beers Consolidated Mines, Limited, for the

Year ending March jr, iSgo, p. 16 and plates 10 and 7.
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slackening, the pulley, in virtue of its momentum, tends to travel

faster than the rope, and thereby to grind its surface. A dimi-
nution in the weight of the rim lessens the momentum, and
therefore reduces the rubbing action. The advantage gained in

this way, is considered sufficient to compensate for the more
frequent changing of the pulleys.

2. ROPES, CHAINS, AND ATTACHMENTS.—Ropes.
—Ropes are made of vegetable fibre of some kind, or of iron or

Fig. 443-

steel wire. The vegetable fibres used are hemp and manilla,

which are twisted into yarn ; the yarns are laid together so as

to form strands, and finally the strands are laid together to form
the rope.

For winding by hand, in sinking small intermediate shafts

{winzes), a hemp-rope, about | inch in diameter and made up of

three strands, is commonly employed. For heavier work, either

a round rope of larger section is necessaiy, or a flat rope formed
by sewing together several round ropes,

Iron is very little employed nowadays for making wire ropes,

its place has been taken by steel.
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The advantage of using steel as compared with iron, is evident
from the following figures :

*
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Figs. 446 and 447.

The result is, that whilst the wires of an ordinary rope wear
quickly on the crown of the bend and break (Fig. 445), Lang's

rope, with its greater weaving surface, has a much longer life.

Figs. 446 and 447 are taken from actual examples of Lang's

rope before and after use.

Haggie's patent Protector rope has a special covering destined

to take the wear. Each
Figs. 444 and 445. strand has a wire

Avound round it spir-

ally, which protects it

from rubbing, and
therefore a more flex-

ible wire can be used

than would be advis-

able with an unpro-

tected rope. Whilst an
ordinary i-ope is weak-
ened by the wear of

its wires, the strength

of the protected rope

does not suffer from
the gradual thinning

of the covering.

Messrs. Latch and
Batchelor have lately

introduced a " flattened

strand "rope (Figs. 448,

449, and 450). The
object of the new
method of construction

is to obtain an outer

surface more nearly

cylindrical than that

of the ordinarv rope

(Fig. 443a)."' The
strands are oval in

section, and this foim
is pi-oduced by " lay-

ing " ordinaiy wires

round a flat wire or a

combination of wires. It is evident from the figures that the

bearing suif.ice of the rope is thus increased, or, in other words,

that the liability of any individual wire to wear is lessened. It

is asserted by the inventors that their rope has 150 per cent,

gr-eater wearing surface than Lang's or ordinaiy ropes.

In designing the " locked coil wire rope," now made by Me!=srs.

George Elliot cfe Co., the inventors departed entirely from the

old traditions of manufacture. They considered, and very properly,
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Fin. 451

that when one is dealing with a material like steel-wire, which
can be obtained of very great length, it is quite unnecessary to

copy the methods suitable for the short fibres of hemp.
These ropes are made of wires of different sections ; some of the

wires are V-shaped, others more like the letter S, and the adjacent

wires fit into one another like a set of spoons, the concave part

of one wire receiving the convex part of the next. The rope is

not composed of a series of strands, but of a series of concentric

rings of shaped wires, and the separate wires form long spirals.

By consulting Fig. 451, which represents one variety, it is

evident that nearly the whole of the section of the rope is made
up of useful material. There are scarcely any spaces such as

exist between the wires and the

strands of an ordinary rope, and
consequently for any given section

the locked coil variety of rope is

stronger than a strand rope.

It is very flexible and has a smooth
uniform surface, which makes it

look at a little distance like a solid

bar of iron. No one wire of the outer ring is more exposed to

wear than the other ; consequently there is not the danger of

having broken wires, arising from the top of the crown being

rubbed off by continued use (Fig. 445). Another advantage is

the absence of any tendency to turn, whereas the ordinary rope

with the spiral strands twists somewhat when passing over a

pulley. In sinking a shaft with such a rope, the kibble spins

round during its descent and ascent, involving a risk of accident,

which is best avoided. However, strand ropes that will not twist

are supplied by some makers.

The disadvantage of the locked coil rope is that it cannot be

spliced, but sockets can be used for connecting one length to

another.

Intermediate in character between the ordinary rope and the

locked coil rope is the variety known as Laidler's patent " Sector

wire rope." Each strand is cylindrical, and is composed of several

wires in the form of sectors of a circle, and the strands are laid

together to make the rope. Fathom for fathom, it is a little

heavier than Lang's rope, but it is said to give a great deal of

wear.

Chains.—Chains were largely used in ore-mining at one

time. They have the advantage that they will coil round a

small drum, and the further advantage that they will stand much
rough usage, such as fell to their lot formerly in some of the

crooked shafts in Cornwall. But there is the overwhelming dis-

advantage that a chain is no stronger than its weakest link
;

and now that wire ropes have come into use in mines, winding

with the chain is practically a thing of the past.
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Fig. 452.

Attachments.—It is important to study the modes of connect-
ing the rope to the receptacle by which the mineral
is drawn up. In sinking by hand in Cornwall,
the hemp rope is attached to the bucket by a knot
know-n as the " gooseneck," which is said never to
slip, and which is easily and quickly made ; but
where the bucket is emptied without being de-

tached, this latter point is of little importance.
In Wales and the Isle of Man a spring hook
{clevis) is preferred, such as shown in Fig. 452,
the i^ope being put through an eye and made secure
by a large knot. This method is convenient when
it is necessary to detach the bucket, and move it

away from the shaft before it is emptied. A third

device is a spii-al hook which will not allow the bucket to fall

off in the operations
Fig. 453' Fio. 455. Fig. 456. of raising and lower-

ing, whereas it can

be readily taken off

by the workman.
With a wire rope

it is necessary to form
a loop of some kind,

which canbe attached

to the load by a D-
shaped link with a
screw pin. Thei'e are

several means of ef-

fecting this purpose.

The ropes sent from
the makers are often

supplied with an eye
spliced in (Fig. 453*),
that is to say, the end
of the rope is turned
round an eye and
then spliced back so

as to hold it firm. As
there is not always
a competent splicer

at mines, methods of

attachment have to

be employed which
are within the capa-

city of an ordinary
smith. Thus the end of the rope may be bent back over an eye

Fig.

* Copied, by permission, from Messrs. George Cradock & Co.'s figures.



HOISTING OR WINDING. 403

and held in position by three damps (Figs. 454 and 455),* or a
socket may be riveted on (Fig. 456).*

Figs. 457, 458 and 459 represent a socket made by Messrs.

George Elliot & Co. for the locked coil rope and for oi'dinary round
wire ropes. A, locked coil wire rope ; B, socket ; C, hollow conical

plug ; D, wire bound or " served " round the rope ; E, ends of

the wires of the rope turned back over the cone ; F, wire bound
round them. After the end of the rope has been prepared in

Fig. 457. Fig. 45S. Fig. 459.

Fig. 460. Fig. 461.

this way and drawn into the socket, the rings G G G are driven

down, and the fastening is complete.

Figs. 460 and 461 explain the "capping," which has been
adopted at some collieries near Bristol, since the failure of a
riveted socket. A A, clamps for holding the rope, each with
four bolts; B, cast-iron plate with a groove all round it in

which the rope lies ; 0, a large shackle attached to the iron plate

by a pin E.

A description of the method of splicing ropes will be found

* Copied, by permission, from Messrs. George Craddock & Co.'s figures.
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in the catalogues of some of the well-known rope-makers, and
need not be lepeated here.

Splicing is not always adopted for joining two parts of a wire
rope ; sometimes a socket is attached to each end, and the two
sockets are then connected by a D-link with a screw pin. It

should be remarked that it is often at or near the socket that

the rope wears, and consequently it is advisable to remove the
sockets at regular intervals, cut oil' a piece of the rope, and
replace the socket where the rope is good and sound.

I have hitherto been speaking of winding ropes of uniform
section, but tapering ropes have advantages. Let us take the case

of a wire rope which is hanging down a deep pit. The part of the
rope at the bottom of the shaft has simply to support the cage
or bucket and the load contained therein, whilst the part at the
top must be strong enough to support not only the weight of the
receptacle and its load, but also the weight of the rope below it.

In other words, greater strength is required at one end of the
rope than at the other, and on this account tapering ropes are

sometimes employed.
The advantage of employing such ropes is especially felt in

the case of very deep shafts, such as those of the famous lead

and silver mines of Pribram already alluded to. Three of the
principal shafts have the following depths :

Kaiser Franz Josef shaft

Adalbert shaft

Maria ,,

I GOO metres or 3281 feet,

1070 „ 3510 „
mo „ 3642 „

Fig. 462.

The taper is produced by using successively wires of smaller

section, and not by reducing their number,

3. RECEPTACLES.—There are three kinds of receptacles

in which the load is raised in the shaft : (a) Buckets (kibbles),

baskets or bags which are swinging loose in the
sliaft

;
(b) buckets or boxes (skips, Cornwall)

working between guides
;

(c) cages carrying one
or more waggons.

(a) The buckets are made of wood, sheet

iron, or sheet steel.

Wooden kibbles are made of staves in the

same way as a barrel, and are suitably strength-

ened with bands of iron in order to resist the
wear. A petroleum barrel cut down at one end
may be easily converted into a kibble.

Various forms are seen—viz., round, elliptical,

or square, and the sides are straight, or bulging

in the middle. Fig. 462 represents a common
form of sheet-iron kibble, made of hammered

plates riveted together and closed at the bottom by a circular

plate provided with a ring. At the top is the so-called bovy,
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either a bar of round iron with a hook at each end and bent

so as to form a loop in the middle, or else made thicker and
provided with a hole, to which the rope or chain is attached.

In perpendicular shafts, a lining of planks is often put in

around the winding compartment, so that the kibble may glide

up and down smoothly, without risk of catching against the

sides.

In inclined shafts the " footwall " side is lined with boards

(bed-planks) resting upon cross sleepers. Hard wood, such as oak

or beech, will naturally last longer, and require fewer repairs

than deal. In the Hartz, poles fixed lengthwise take the place

of boards, which are customary in this country.

Other receptacles used in winding are baskets, whence comes

the name corf{Korh, German), bags made of hides used in Mexico,

small wooden platforms suspended by chains from the four corners,

and, lastly, nets, which are employed in Roumania.
A word must be said about the actual loading and emptying of

the kibble ; sometimes, as already mentioned, the kibble is filled

at the working-place or from a shoot (pass, Cornwall), and is then

conveyed on a trolley to the shaft, where it is hooked on to the

rope and drawn up. More frequently the filler, standing in an
enlarged part of the level (jjlat) where it joins the shaft, loads the

kibble with a shovel ; in order to save time, two kibbles are

often provided, one being filled while the other is making the

journey to and from the surface. In this case it is necessary to

have some kind of clevis, which will enable the kibble to be readily

detached from the winding rope and quickly and securely fastened

on again.

On the arrival of the kibble at the surface, the lander seizes

an eye or ring at the bottom (Fig 462) by a pair of tongs sus-

pended to a chain, and then gives the signal for the rope to be

lowered slightly. The kibble turns over because it is suspended

from the bottom, and its contents are shot out into a tram-waggon
placed ready to receive them. During the operation of discharg-

ing the kibble, the mouth of the shaft should be covered by a

hinged door, so as to prevent stones from falling down and
injuring the filler in the plat.

The inconveniences of this method of winding are considerable,

especially in inclined and crooked shafts. Rapid hoisting is out

of the question. Power is wasted in overcoming fi-iction, and
there is great wear and tear of the bed-planks and casing boards

;

and, imless constant attention is paid to repairs, holes are worn in

which the kibble catches, causing the rope to break. The fall of a

kibble and its contents not only does much damage to the shaft,

but is also a source of danger to the men. In some old shafts the

fiiction must have been enormous, for deep grooves have been

worn in hard rock by the constant rubbing of the chain.

The aerial incline, known in 'Scotland as the " Blondin," is a
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convenient method of raising stone from open quarries, when it

is necessary from time to time to alter the point at which load-

ing takes place.

A B (Fig. 463 *) is a strong vipright post, held firmly in posi-

tion by guy ropes, of which only one, C A, is shown. A D is a
stout wire rope, fixed to the top of the post, and anchored at D
on the opposite side of the quarry. It constitutes an aerial rail

for two grooved pulleys contained in the travelling cradle E.

The rope F, attached to the cradle, passes over the large pulley

G, and thence to a horizontal winding-drum, not shown in the

figure. The engine-house is at the very edge of the quarry, and
is so placed that the engine-man can look down to the bottom.

The cradle E will run down from A to D by its own weight, and
can be drawn up by winding the rope F upon its drum. A loop

attached to E supports the large pulley H, and the hoisting rope

I. This rope passes vmder the pulley K, over the pulley H, over

a pulley immediately by the side of G, and thence to a drum
precisely like that of F, and running upon the same shaft. L is

a rectangular box, like the body of a waggon, wdiich is loaded

with stone at the bottom of the quarry, and hooked on to the
four chains hanging from K ; it is then drawn up and landed on
to the truck M. I will suppose that the load has been hooked at

the point N in the bottom of the quarry, vertically below L in its

present position. The drum of I is thrown into gear by a clutch

and the rope wound up. K is gradually raised, and when it ap-

pi'oaches II, the drum belonging to F is thrown into gear; the ropes

F and I are now wound up at the same speed, until E is drawn
close up to A, with its load hanging directly over M. Winding
is stopped, brakes are put on, and the drum of I is disengaged by
its clutch. By slackening the brake of I, while that of F is kept
tight, the load can be lowered on to M, which is trammed away
as required. An empty box is hooked on, K is wound up a little,

till it approaches H, and then, throwing the drum of I out of

gear, the engine-man lets both ropes run out under the control of

their brakes. When E has reached its proper position, it is

stopped by tightening the brake of the F drum ; K then descends

vertically till L has reached the bottom of the quarry.

It is evident that by properly arresting the descent of E, the box
can be lowered so as to pick up a load at any point along the line

O P, which is vertically below A 1). If after a time it becomes

more convenient to load elsewhere, the anchorage at D is sliifted

accordingly.

At slate quarries in North Wales and Cornwall, the rope F is

not used, and E is stopped by a clamp fastened at any desired

point of the rope A D. The arrangement shown in Fig. 463
introduced many years ago by Mr. Fyfe at granite quarries near

* For the sake of making a clear diagram on a small page, Fig. 463 is

nut drawn to scale.
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Fig. 463.
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Aberbeen, is better, for it does away with the necessity of

sending a man down the rope to adjust the clamp. A shghtly

different plan is in use at Easdale slate quarry in Argyllshire.

The travelling cradle carries the usual hauling rope I, but in place

of F there is attached to it an endless rope, which stretches

across the quarry, and passes over suitable pulleys. So long as

the endless rope is free to move, the cradle will run from A to

D, but when the banksman stops its travel by a screw clamp,

the load ascends or descends vertically. If the slope of the
carrying rope fixed across the quarry is too small to allow the
cradle E to run of itself, an endless rope, worked by a drum, is

used for hauling it backwaids or forwards as required.

(b) Guided Buckets or Boxes.—\Y lien winding in shafts it is

best to em ploy guides, in order to keep the receptacle in one proper
c )urse, and prevent it from touching the sides. The guides may be

chains, wire ropes, bars of wood or round iron, or, lastly, iron or

steel rails.

Chains are rarely met with ; the commonest method of guiding in

perpendicular shafts is to hang two stout wire ropes from the top
to the bottom of the pit, and to provide the winding receptacle with
eyes which pass over them. They are kept taut by weights or screws.

Wire-rope guides may be used even in the case of a kibble ; a
cross-bar with two eyes is attached near the end of the winding
rope ; though the kibble remains loose, it is so close to the cro.«s-

bar that it can swing but little. By fitting wire-rope guides of this

kind to perpendicukir shafts originally woi'ked with the ordinaiy

loose kibble, winding can be cari-ied on
with greater speed and safety, whilst the

cost of making the alteration is com-
paratively small. There is the further

advantage that the shaft when provided

with guides becomes available for raising

and lowering the men.
Some years ago Mr. William Galloway*

introduced an ingenious method of apply-

ing these wire-rope guides to a shaft ia

the course of sinking. He provides two
wire-rope guides coiled upon two drums
which are worked by a steam crane,

either separately or together. The guide

ropes {a a, Fig. 464) pass over two pulleys

at the top of the shaft, parallel to the

winding pidley, and are attached to a

platform, which serves as a walling stage, and is raised and
lowered as required. A hole in the middle affords a

for the bucket {kibble, bowk, hoppet).

* " Sinking Appliances at Llanbradach.
E)i^., vol. xvi., 1SS8, p. 113. .

1^2^

Trans. South Wales Inst, oj
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Fig. 465.

As the shaft is deepened, the guide ropes are paid out from
time to time, and in this manner it is only at the very bottom
that the bucket is swinging loose. The guiding apparatus consists

of a cross-bar having a round hole in the centre c, through which
the winding rope passes. It has two legs with holes, h b, at top

and bottom which receive the guides. This rider descends as

the bucket is lowered, but when the legs meet with the walling

stage their motion is arrested ; the kibble, however, can proceed

further because the winding rope passes down through the central

hole c.

After passing below the stage the kibble is unguided, but the
distance it has to travel is rarely more than 15 or 20 yards. Before
starting on its upward journey, the kibble

is brought properly into line with the rope

and steadied, and on arriving at the stage,

an india-rubber buffer, carried by an iron

plate at the bottom of the rope, lifts up the

rider ; the remainder of the ascent is per-

formed without fear of the kibble swinging
or catching.

Mr. Galloway's latest walling stage has
two floors, 10 feet 6 inches apart ; the lower
one is a circular platform of timber fixed

to a frame of angle-iron cP^ d? (Figs. 465 and
466), and made to fit the inside of the shaft

as closely as possible.

The part h is hinged, and can be raised by
means of the chain, when passing the cross-

beams {huntons) which support a ventilating

pipe. The upper floor of the stage is similar

to the lower one, except that it is somewhat
smaller in diameter, and is not made to

cover the hinged segment below. The two
floors are held apart by four corner pieces

of angle-iron, to which are attached four plates of sheet iron,

forming together a frustrum of a pyramid, 5 feet 6 inches square
at the top, and 6 feet 6 inches square at the bottom. The object

of these plates is to prevent men who are standing upon the
lower stage from falling into the central opening, and at the same
time the upper floor constitutes a protecting roof over their

heads.

Men can climb from the lower to the upper platform by means
of the ladder m which passes through a small man-hole in the
iron covering plates.

The two guide ropes which carry the stage are shown by
letters n n'.

This double stage is decidedly safer than the single platform
originally employed by Mr. Galloway.
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Although primarily designed for sinking coal-pits, and most
frequently applied for this purpose, this method of guiding was used

with marked success in sinking a shaft at New Minera lead and
zinc mine near Wrexham ; it was found that the great advantage
of being able to wind with safety at a higher speed, fully repaid

the expense of putting in the guides.

In the Northwich mines, rock-salt is brought up in wooden
buckets guided much in the same way, except that round iron

bars are employed instead of ropes. Each length of rod has a
socket at one end and a projecting pin at the other; the pin of

one rod fits into the socket of the next and is fastened by a

key driven through a slot. These guides ai'e chosen in the special

case of salt because they suffer less from rusting than those made
of wire ropes, owing to the absence of interstices in which saline

water would collect and corrode the iron.

We next come to the box of rectangular or circular section

{ski])), made of sheet iron or sheet steel. It usually has a sloping

bottom, and is provided with a hinged door for discharging its

contents ; in some instances it is emptied by being turned over

automatically on reaching the top of the shaft. The skip may be

used in perpendicular, inclined, or crooked shafts. The guides or

conductors are most commonly rectangular bars of wood, bolted to

the end-pieces of the shaft and to the "dividings " in the manner
shown by Fig. 257.

If the shaft is perpendicular the skip may be guided by two
U-shaped shoes of iron, which clasp the three sides of the con-

ductor. If it is inclined the skip runs upon four wheels, as shown
by Fig. 467. In an inclined shaft the conductors sometimes have
rails, tipon which the wheels of the skip run, in others the timber
is not protected in any way. Some of the skips in Cornwall are

made to hold as much as a ton and a half of tin-bearing rock.

When winding is going on from any particular level, a stop,

such as a strong bar of iron, is put across the shaft to arrest the

.skip ; the miner, standing in the jdat, shovels the mineral into it,

and gives the signal to have it di'awn up as soon as it is filled.

A better plan is to adopt the arrangement explained in Fig. 467,
which will easily be understood. B is a strong plate working on
a pivot which is put down to stop the skip ; C is a pivoted hood
turned over the mouth of the skip so as to prevent stones from
falling into the shaft, and when tliis is in its place the workman
raises the door of a large bin or hopper, and allows part of its

contents to run out. The hopper has been filled by tipping

waggons from the line of rails in the level above.

On reaching the surface a hinged sloping door is turned over

the shaft, and the skip is lowered a little until it I'ests upon it ; the

workman {lander) then knocks up the bolt retaining the door of

the skip, and the contents fall out into the tram-waggon placed

to receive them. The lander replaces the bolt, the skip is raised
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slightly, the door pulled back, and the skip lowered once more
into the shaft.

The skip is sometimes tilted completely over instead of being
emptied through a hinged door ; this arrangement is in use in

some German mines, where the skip is made of wood and is guided
on each side by two pins or rollers running between two con-

FiG. 467.

ductors. On reaching the surface, the two lower pins are sup-

ported and act as pivots, while the upper ones pass through
openings in the front guides ; the skip turns upon the lower pins,

is tipped over, and so emptied.

Some very rapid work is done at De Beers mine* with a self-

discharging skip, which shows that this method of hoisting must
not be despised, even by those who are accustomed to the wind-
ing of large quantities of coal from well equipped pits.

* Second Annval Beport of De Beers Consolidated 3Jines, Limited, for the

year ended j/st March /Sgo, p. 14, plate 8.
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The skip (Figs. 468 and 469) runs upon four flanged wheels, and
the two upper or front wheels are half the width or tread of the

two back or lower ones. The winding rope is attached to two
chains, which are fixed to the cross-bar of a loop or stirrup which
can turn upon pins fixed to the sides. The skip runs upon steel

Fig. 468.

®^.

rails (46J lbs. to the yard) laid upon what may be called con-

ductors or longitudinal sleepers. At the bottom of the shaft

there is an iron shoot, without any door, leading to the skip.

During the descent of the skip, four end-tipping waggons are

brought into position round the shoot, the catches of the fiap-doors

are loosened, and the doors held closed by two labourers. As soon
as it is seen to pass, the trucks are tipped, and the signal is given

Fig. 469.

to wind up. The skips are filled so quickly at the bottom, that

the man at the top sometimes receives this signal before he has

completely stopped his engine.

When the skip B (Fig. 442), ascending the incline shaft A,

reaches the point C, its rear wheels are caught up by a special

hroad road D, the gauge of which is wide enough to let the front

Avheels pass through. Whilst the front wheels are travelling on
the rails E, the rear wheels continue to mount, and consequently

the skip turns over and discharges its contents into the bin F.
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H is a waggon waiting to be filled, and G a counterpoise to the

discharge door.

On lowering the rope, the skip falls back into its original position

and descends the shaft. The inclination of the shaft is 56"^ 20'

from the horizontal. The skip-ways are 5 feet wide and 4^^ feet

high, and the gauge of the railway is 3 feet 1 1 inches. There are

two tracks, which converge at the bottom into one, so that both

skips can be filled from the same shoot. A skip holds 64 cubic

feet, or 4 loads, weighing in all 2 tons 17 cwt., or 2903 kilos.

The best single day's work, in two shifts of 10 to lO:^ hours

each, was 6222 loads, or 4444 statute tons. The depth of the

Fig. 470. Fig. 471

Fig. 472.

>
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running upon four wheels B, is drawn up by tlie how F, and tho
I'ope J. The bow is attached to the axles of the hind wheels,

Fig. 473.

and in front it carries the door I of the waggon. K repre-

sents the railway at the top of the incline, and P an additional
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outer line of rails at a steeper angle. When the waggon in

its upward course reaches the point L, the rails P pick up the
small outer wheels C on the rear axle. These travel up at the

steeper angle Avhilst the front wheels follow the rails K. Conse-

quently, the waggon is tilted, and, as the front end or door is

attached to the bow, the contents are shot out. The stud G keeps

the waggon in position if it is

drawn up too far. On lowering Fig. 474.

the rope, the waggon rights

itself and descends properly.

Automatic tipping, or dump-
ing, is also possible in per-

pendicular shafts. The "Bock "

shaft at De Beers is 20 feet by
6 feet, divided into four com-
partments which are each 4
feet 4 inches by 6 feet within
the timber : one for the pumps
and ladder-way, another for a
cage, and two for the skips.

Figs. 441, 473 and 474 * repre-

sent the arrangements adopted.

A is the skip, a box of rect-

angular section, 5 feet by 3
feet at the top and 6 feet

deep; B, frame which clasps

the wooden guide on three

sides ; C, hinge by which the
skip is attached to the frame

;

D, hooked bar which catches

upon the pin E ; F, guide which
presses the little roller D^ and
so unhooks the catch ; G, roller

which travels along the guide-

rails H for causing the tipping

;

I, nose upon the skip, which is

temporarily caught upon the
roller J during the tipping ; K,
inclined guide for the roller

G; L, crosspiece attached firmly to the side-frames B,
hole M, through which slides the strong square bar
toothed segments forming the safety catches ; P, plate attached
by chains to the axles of the catches

; Q, Ormerod's detaching
link ; R, shackle which is released ; S, rope-socket ; T, wire-rope

;

TJ (Figs. 441 and 475), bell-mouthed cylinder for causing the

with a
N; O,

* From drawings kindly supplied by the makers, The Granf
Limited, of Durham.

Iron Co.,
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detaching link to come into action; V, chain-pulley of safety

catch ; \V, strong spring, like a huge watch-spring.

After this explanation of the parts, the manner in which the

tipping or clumping is performed will be easily understood. As
long as the hook D is horizontal, the skip is prevented from

falling forwards, but on arriving at the top of the shaft, its

roller D^ is drawn up against the guide F and the catch is released.

By this time the roller G has reached the guide-rails H, and

whilst the frame B follows a vertical path upwards, the box

itself, held back by G, turns upon the hinge C until it assumes

the position shown by the dotted lines, with the nose I resting

upon the roller J. As the frame ascends still fui'ther, the roller

G is drawn up along the inclined guide K, the bottom of the

box is tilted up, and its contents are discharged into the bin

or hopper. On lowering the rope the frame descends, the skip

drops back into its original normal position and is clamped

automatically by the bar D.

Whilst the plate P is held up against the cross-bar L, the

chains of the safety catches are drawn tight, and the teeth are

held clear of the wooden guides in the position shown. The

moment the rope breaks, the chains become slack, the springs

are then free to uncoil slightly and they force

Fig. 475.
^^^ teeth into the wooden guides.

If, instead of a breakage of the rope, there

is an overwind, the detaching link Q is drawn
into the bell-mouthed cylinder U (Fig. 475),
the lower part of the link is squeezed, as it is

too wide to pass through, and is thereby

caused to throw out projecting shoulders

which rest upon the top of U and hold up
the skip. By the same action the shackle

E, is set free and goes with the rope over

the pulley.

A self-discharging skip, suitable for vertical,

inclined, or crooked shafts, is that of Messrs Kitto, Paul and
Nancarrow, used at Frongoch mine in Cardiganshire.* (Figs. 476
to 480).

The skip is the usual box A, made of sheet iron or sheet steel,

with four wheels B B, running on the vertical wooden conductors,

H H, and prevented from leaving them by the back guide D
(Figs. 477 and 479) at or near the bottom.

The bow or loop E, instead of being attached to the top of the

skip, reaches down, and takes hold of the axles of the bottom

wheels ; in its usual position (Fig. 478) it rests against the axles of

the upper wheels, and holds the skip upright.

* C. Le Neve Foster, "Some Mining Notes in 1SS7," Tram. Mia. Asunc.

and Inst, of Cornwall, vol. ii. p. 140.
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At the surface, each of the two ordinary conductors bends
round and terminates in a horizontal piece, as shown in Fig. 480,
whilst a front guide H' is added on each side.

When the skip comes up, these front guides press upon the
top wheels, and turn them on to the flat ends of the ordinary
conductors. Deep grooves cut in the conductors at I enable the
back guide D to pass through, and as the rope continues to be drawn
up the bottom end of the skip is raised and its contents are tipped or
" dumped " into a large bin or pass, from which the ore can be
drawn away at pleasure. If the engine-man does not stop quite

soon enough, the skip is simply drawn up a little way, resting

upon the front guide, and the stop or stud F prevents it from
assuming a wrong position.

Fig. 476. Fic. 478. Fig. 480.

Fig. 477. Fir.47q.
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The cage, as its name implies, is a more or less open receptacle,

which receives the waggon used for underground transport, and
conveys it to the surface.

Figs. 481 and 482 represent the light and simple cage used in

the mines on the Comstock lode :
* it is a mere timber platform

5 feet by 4 feet, resting on iron bars p and supported by iron rods
on each side. It is provided with a sheet-iron bonnet to protect

the men inside from anything falHng down the shaft, and also

with safety catches, which come into play if the rope breaks.

Fig. 481. Fjc. 4S2.

The hand levers ^ ^ at the ends of the cage, raise up blocks

which keep the tram-waggon in its place during the ascent or

descent
; g g are the guides for the ends of the cross-bar h ; c, the bar

working the teeth t t hy levers
; / shoe or ear embracing the guide-

rod, or conductor, in the shaft ; r, the lifting bar ; s, a strong

spring which comes into operation if the rope breaks.

This kind of cage looks somewhat bare to European eyes, and
it is usual, on this side of the Atlantic, to make the sides less open
than shown in Fig. 482.
The dimensions of the cage are limited by the size of the shaft;

but where it is desired to raise a larger quantity of mineral than

* J. H. Hague, "Mining Innu.strT," Iirjy. U. K Geol. Exj>l of 40th

r<uullel, vol. iii., plate vii., p, 119.
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can be contained in one waggon, or in two placed side by side, tlie

carrying capacity may be increased by constructing the cage with
two or more platforms, technically called decks.

As a rule, the full waggon is drawn out of the cage at the top
of the shaft, and is trammed to some convenient place wh ire it is

tipped ; of late years the ingenuity of American inventors has led

them to introduce methods of tipping the waggon automatically

on reaching the surface, without its leaving the cage, in order to

save time in winding. Russell and Parson's automatic dump-
ing cage, said to be doing good work in the United States, has
its platform movable upon an axle underneath, which allows it to

be tilted on one side or the other. The cage has the usual shoes at

the top and bottom, which cover 5^ inches of the wooden guides

or conductors ; the tilting platform has its own two separate

shoes, which clasp only 2J inches of the guides. Whilst the cage
is in the shaft, the platform is held in a horizontal position by its

shoes running upon the guides. At the surface the wooden con-

ductors are cut away for a depth of 2| inches, so that, although
the cage itself is guided, the small shoes are free to move side-

ways and permit the tilting, when the platform touches a properly

arranged stop. The flap-door of the waggon is released automati-
cally at the same time, and the mineral is shot out into a lai-ge

bin at the pit-top.

4. OTHER APPLIANCES—Keps.—On arriving at the
surface the cage is usually lifted a little higher than the landing
platform, and supports of some kind {Jcej^s) are brought under-
neath it, so as to hold it up while the full waggon is drawn ofF

and an empty waggon pushed on. The cage is then slightly

raised, the supports {Jeeps) are drawn back by a lever, and the
descent begins.

Several methods of simplifying the work have been devised,

and among them is that of Messrs. Haniel and Lueg,* which has
been found to act satisfactorily at the well-known Mansfeld
copper mines.

The kepa, which is made of steel (Figs. 483 to 485), has an in-

clined face b, and is provided with two slots, one horizontal and the
other d inclined. The former acts as a guide to the block e,

which is loose upon the axle /; / is supported by the bearing g.

The pin i, surrounded by a steel roller h, can slide in the slut

d ; it connects the two levers k, one on each side of the kep
a, which are keyed to the axle/. These are kept in a horizontal

position by a lever m provided with a spring catch. The steel

shoes 1 1, attached to the bottom of the frame of the cage, will,

if desired, rest upon the inclined faces 6 5 of the keps. As long
as the lever m is held in the position shown in Fig. 4S3, the keps
cannot open under the pressure of the load, becau.se the i)in i

prevents any motion in a horizontal direction.

" The explanation and figures are borrowed from their description.
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When the lever m is being di-awn back, as shown by Fig. 484,

the pin i with its roller h is forced up the slot and the keps slide

back on the bed-plate of the bearing g, until the cage has room

enough to pass ; when it has gone down, the keps are returned to

their original position
Fig. 4S3. ^Yig. 483) by moving

the lever m forwards.

The ascending cage

opens the keps by
itself, for the shoes

I turn them upwards
(Fig. 485), the lower

part of the slot d
being concentric to

the spindle /. As
soon as the cage has

passed, they fall back
into their normal posi-

tion (Fig. 483), and
the cage is lowered so

as to rest upon them.
The advantage

claimed for keps of

this kind are : Eco-

nomy of steam and
saving of time, besides

the increased duration

of the rope, which no
longer has to under-

go the strain of start-

ing the cage upwards
before it begins its

downward journey.

Signals.—It is ne-

cessary to have some
means of communi-

cation between the various on-setting places and the top of the

shaft, so that the man at the bottom (on-setter, hooker-on)

may be able to inform the man at the top (banksman, lander, or

engine-man), when he is ready for the cage, skip, or kibble to

be drawn up.

In shallow workings shouting is sufficient ; when the pit becomes
deeper a speaking-tube is sometimes put in, but the commonest
method of signalling is by a cord made of seven galvanised wires,

and varying in diameter from | to | inch. The object of the

zinc coating on the wire is of course to prevent or delay

rusting, which would otherwise go on rapidly in the damp
atmosphere of many shafts.
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The cord is carried round curves and corners by means of

cranks similar to those used for house-bells, only larger and
stronger, and when it is pulled by a lever at the bottom, it

moves a hammer which strikes a bell at the sui-face. Instead of a

bell, a loose plate of iron is sometimes used, which makes a very

audible signal ; the number of strokes indicates what is requii'ed.

The usual code is as follows

:

1 stroke means " Stop."
2 strokes mean " Wind up."

3 », ,, "Lower.''

Various signals can be arranged to indicate when men are to be
drawn up in place of the ordinary load of mineral ; and sometimes
a visible signal is combined with an audible one, a hand upon a dial

recording the number of times the bell has been sounded. When
persons are raised and lowered, there must also be means of

signalling from the surface to the on-setting places ; the object

is to assure the men at the bottom that their signal has been
correctly received and understood.

Electricity can also be called to the aid of the miner, and electric

bells are common. Telephones* of various descriptions are some-
times used, but for the ordinary purposes of winding, the simple

signal given by a bell is quite sufdcient.

In addition to the signal for starting and stopping, there is

an indicator which shows the engine-man the exact position of

the load in the shaft.

The indicator may be a dial with a hand, Avorked by gearing

connected with the crank-shaft of the winding-engine ; the
various stopping places are denoted in the same way as the hours
on the face of a clock, the gearing being arranged so that the

hand does not travel more than the entii'e circumference during
the longest journey of the load.

Another form of indicator is an upright standard, 6 or 8 feet in

height, with a slot, in which a pointer moves up and down. It is

worked by a cord, or a steel band connected to the crank-shaft.

The standard has horizontal lines, numbered according to the

depths of the diflerent stopping-places ; the gearing is contrived

so that when the finger points to one of these lines, the cage is at

the corresponding stopping-place.

The arrival of the load near the surface may be brought to

the engine-man's notice in several ways : by a mark on the rope,

by the pointer on the indicator, and by some audible signal,

worked automatically by the winding-engine. A travelling

hammer may be carried along by a fccrew, connected by gearing

* The first time the telephone was used for transmitting speech from
underground workings of a mine was in September 1877, when Mr. Arthur
Le Neve Foster made some experiments at West Wheal Eliza, in Corn-
wall.
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with tlie cmnk-shaft, and eventually brought up against a bell
;

it works in the same manner as the device upon typewriters

which warns the operator that he is coming to the end of a line.

Instead of striking a bell, the traveller may open a cock and start

a steam whistle.

5. SAFETY APPLIANCES — Overwinding —In rapid

winding with large diums, a slight inadverleiice on the part

of the engine-man may cause the load to be drawn up against

the pulley, and tliis is what is commonly known as ovcr-vnndimj

.

In the case of a drum 18 feet in diameter, a single revolution

raises the rope 56^ feet; therefore, if even half a i-evolution is

allowed beyond the proper number, an accident will ensue, unless

the pulley frame gives a margin of nearly 30 feet.

Thare are various contrivances for preventing disasters of this

Fig. 4S5.

kind ; one method consists in interposing between the rope and
the cage a special appliance, called a detaching hook, which will

sever the connection between them, allow the former to lie

wound up, and at the same time hold up the latter safely without
damage to the load or persons inside.

Some well-known detaching hooks are those of King and
Humble, Walker, and Ormerod (Fig. 475).
King and Mumble's consists of an outer framework of two

cheeks or sides, containing two inner plates which can move about a
central bolt b (Fig. 4S6). Each plate has a wing a, pi-ojecting

beyond the framework. When in use the two plates are pre-

vented from coming apart by a small pin or rivet, c.

If the cage attached to e is wound beyond a certain height,

the detaching hook is drawn into a round hole in a strong
iron plate (Fig. 487), and when the projecting wings, a a,

strike against this plate, they are forced to move inwards, the
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rivet is cut, the shackle d at the end of the rope is set free, and
two catches//are thrown out; these drop upon the plate and
hold the cage firmly suspended.

Walker's detaching and suspending hook is like a pair of
tongs, which hold the shackle at the end of the rope ; the legs

of the tongs are bent out, and if they are brought together the
tongs open.

Fig. 489.

Fig. 488.

In Figs. 488, 489 and 490, L is the end of the winding rope,

and A the shackle attached to it by the pin P. D D are the

two jaws of the tongs, and F F are projecting hooks. E is the

centre pin about which the jaws can move, and H an annular

clamp which prevents the jaws from opening, as long as it is

kept up by the two supporting pins I I. The cage or skip is

hung on to the link B, and the weight of the load acting upon
the two legs of the tongs tends to bring them together and open
the jaws D D,
When winding is going on properly, the jaws are kept together
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by the clamp, and the load remains firmly attached to the rope

;

but if it is raised too high the detaching hook enters the strong

ring C, through which it can pass freely until the flanges K K of

the clamp H strike against it. The pins I I are sheared oflf and
the clamp drops ; but as soon

Fig. 490. as the hooks F F have passed

through the ring, the jaws
D D are drawn open by the
weight of the load, the shackle

is thus released and the
hooks catch on the top of

the ring C. As an addi-

tional precaution there is a
projecting rim at 0, to catch

the hooks if by some chance
they should fail to act at the
top.

Stopping Gear.—The dis-

engaging appliances just de-

scribed are designed with a
view of correcting the effects

of an overwind, by preventing

the ascending cage from being
dashed against the pulley,

and then possibly falling

down the shaft. But they in

no way protect the descend-

ing cage from bumping on
the bottom ; even if they
did, the old motto still holds

good that " prevention is

better than cure," especially

as detaching hooks have been
known to fail.

Engineers have therefore

been anxious to obtain some
means of automatically stop-

ping the cage before it is

raised too far, and many
appliances for this purpose
have been invented.

Three which were exhibited at the Paris Exhibition of 1889
deserve special mention, as they are in regular use at large and
important mines—viz., the automatic speed-checkers and stopping-

gears of Reumaux, Villiers, and Wery.* M. Reumaux lays down

* Pamphlets issued by the Mining Companies at the Exhibition, and
Revue Uvicerselle des Mines et de la JJetulluryie. 3^ Serie, vol. xix., 1892,

pp. 949 956, and plates.
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the principle that too much conjBdence must not be placed in an
appliance which is only occasionally called into action ; and his self-

acting speed-checker comes into play at every wind. When the
cage in its ascent passes a point 30 m. below the surface, a tappet

upon the revolving indicator lifts a valve, and so puts one end of a
piston valve into communication with the atmosphere ; as steam
or compressed air is pressing upon the other end, the valve

moves and shuts off steam from the engine almost completely.

The same release of pressure causes another valve to rise and let

steam into the cylinder working the brake. If the engine-man,

after turning on steam again, is again inattentive and allows the

cage to be drawn up 2 feet above the landing, a second tappet upon
the indicator once more causes the steam to be shut off; and a
third tappet, by opening an exhaust passage, makes another valve

drop and turn steam on to the cylinder controlling the brake.

M. Reumaux's appliance is attached to all the winding machines
used at the extensive Lens collieries, whether they are worked
by steam or compressed air.

Villiers' apparatus is somewhat complicated, and cannot be
properly understood without a figure. Suffice it to say that a

nut travelling upon a screw sets gearing in motion and so

actuates a friction clutch ; this brings into play a regulator which
opens a valve and lets out the compressed air from under a piston

holding up a weight. The weight in dropping shuts off steam
and puts on the brake. A second part of the apparatus, working
in a different manner, produces like effects ; and, lastly, if the cage
is wound up a certain distance above the landing, it strikes a
catch which releases another counterpoise, the descent of which
also causes the brake to act.

With Wery's contrivance the connection between the winding
drum and the checking apparatus is again effected by gearing

and levers instead of fluid pressure. When the cage has reached
a certain point near the surface, a nut travelling upon a
screw lifts a rod carrying a pawl, which rests upon the teeth

of a wheel turning round by clockwork. If the pawl rises more
quickly than the wheel revolves, it lifts it, and by means of

levers brings the steam-brake into action ; the speed of winding
is thus diminished. The clockwork is so regulated that the brake
is not made to act unless the speed is excessive. To prevent
danger from a slow overwind, a second rod acts in any case and
turns steam on to the brake cylinder if the cage is diawn up too

high.

Bertram* and Cobboldf have invented automatic stopping

appliances which depend upon the action of a ball governor,

* " On Overwinding and its Prevention," Trans. Fed. Inst. 31. E., vol. i.,

1890, p. 55.

t "A Patent Apparatus. Indicator and Valves for the Prevention of

Overwinding at Mines."

—

Ibid., p. 61.
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connected by gearing with the main driving shaft of the winding
drum.

Paschke and Kastner's apparatus, used at many mines in the
Freiberg district, is spoken of favourably. It automatically
shuts off steam and puts on the brake, not only when the cage is

being drawn up too high, but also when the speed is excessive.

Safety Catches.—Much ingenuity has been displayed by
various inventors during the last fifty years, with the object

of providing some form of catch which will come into play if the
lOpe breaks, grip the guides or conductors, and prevent the cage
or skip from falling down the shaft.

Many of them are actuated by a spring, and one form has
already been figured in describing the cage used on the Comstock
lode (Figs. 481 and 482).
While the load is hanging from the rope, the spring s s is

drawn into the position shown by the dotted lines by the lifting

bar r, the eye of which is figured in its two positions. The bar
c is drawn up at the same time, and the teeth t t are held apart
and kept clear of the guide. If the rope breaks, the spring

forces down the bar h and with it c \ the teeth jam into the
wooden conductor, and the cage is arrested and held firmly.

The safety catch used for the De Beers skip (Fig. 473)
likewise depends upon the action of springs.

An objection often urged against safety catches is that they
occasionally come into play when not wanted, and that owing to

I'ust and disuse they get out of order, and sometimes fail to

act at the proper moment ; for these reasons they are less popular
on this side of the Channel than on the Continent. Many
engineers, rather than trust to contrivances which may possibly

fail under the conditions met with in mines, are more inclined to

put their faith in the following precautions :

1. Insuring an excellent quality of rope, by going to a maker of
good repute and paying a fair price.

2. Frequent minute examinatioa of the rope.

3. 'J'esting pieces of the rope at regular intervals.

4. Protection of the rope from the action of the atmosphere or
acidulous water in the mine by a suitable grease.

5. Cutting off the end of the rope where it is attached to the cage
and re-making the attachment at regular intervals.

6. Discarding the rope aiter it has laeen in use a certain fixed

time, even if it is apparently sound as far as outward exam-
ination can show.

Tlie same feeling seems to have existed among the members of the

Royal Commission upon Accidents in Mines,* for they say, " We
have, however, examined several varieties of the safety cages in

* Final Efiport of Her Majesti/'s Commissioners appointed to inquire into

ccidcnts in Jlincs, p. 109. London, 1SS6.



HOISTING OR WINDING 427

Tise, as well as those exhibited at successive International Exhibi-

tions, and we have considered a large number recently described

and figured in an elaborate paper by Herr Selbaoh,* and we are

unable to come to the conclusion that any one of them is a trust-

worthy safeguard against accidents," This opinion does not settle

the question ; for, on the other hand, I may refer to the con-

clusions which Menzelf draws from the study of carefully pre-

pared official statistics. Though far from asserting that existing

safety catches are perfect, he shows that on the whole they did

useful work during the seven years 1884- 1890 in the coal and oro

mines of Saxony, and he considers that they should be applied to

all cages used for winding men.
Springs.—The rope suffers the greatest strain at the com-

mencement of the ascent of the cage. There is always a little slack

rope, which is taken up as the winding begins, and this leads to the
danger of a sudden strain being pvit upon the rope every time that

it begins to lift the cage, especially in cases where winding is being
carried on rapidly. In order to spare the rope from a shock of

this kind and cause it to take the weight gradually, a steel or

india-rubber spring may be interposed between the cage and the
rope, arranged in such a fashion that the first action of the pidl

is merely to compress it; finally, when the compression has

reached a certain stage the cage will be lifted. The bearings of

winding pulleys are sometimes supported by springs with a
similar object in view.

Testing Ropes.—The Commentry Fourchambavilt Mining
Company keep a useful record of the state of their winding ropes

by testing them at regular intervals. Once in every six months
a piece of rope about 9 feet long is cut off and sent to a powerful
testing machine, called the antheximeter, capable of breaking a
new wire rope more than 2 inches in diameter. The machine
registers upon paper not only the force required to break the rope,

but also its elongation previous to rupture. By comparing the
results obtained in this way, the gradual deterioration of the rope
from wear can be followed with great precision.

|

In the mines of the Dortmund district, no winding-rope can be
used for raising and lowering men until it has been carefully

tested in a manner prescribed by the Government authorities. A
piece of the rope one metre in length is cut off, and the tensile

strength and the flexibility of each wire are determined, with
the exception of wires forming cores.

Pneumatic Hoisting.—The most novel hoisting apparatus

* Zeitsclir. fur das B.- II.- und S.-Wesen, vol. xxviii. iSSo. B. Ahliand-

liir>(jen, p. i.

t "Die in den Jahren 1884-1890, beim siichsischen Bergbau vorge-

komraenen Briiche von Forderseilen, Schurzketten und dcrgleichen."

—

Julirh.f. d. B.- u. II.- Wcsoi i. K. Suchscn, 1S91, p. 39.

+ Complcs licndus Jlenmek, Soc. Ind. Min. 1S91, jd. 257.
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is that of M. Blanchet, which was regularly at work in the
Hottinguer shaft at Epinac in France for some years. M.
Blanchet fixed in the shaft a large pipe with a piston, from which
was suspended a cage carrying waggons. By exhausting the air

above the piston the load was gradually forced up by the atmo-
spheric pressure below it. The Hottinguer shaft is 660 yards

deep, and the pipe was 5 feet 3 inches in diameter, made up of

a succession of cylinders of sheet-iron about ^^,5^ ^^(^^ thick and
4 feet 4 inches high, joined by flanges and bolts. The 485 rings

composing the long pipe weighed altogether 418 statue tons. The
cage had nine decks, and arrangements were made for unloading
three at a time ; each waggon held half a ton, so that the total

useful load was 4 J tons. The speed of hoisting was 20 feet per

second. If two hoisting pipes are connected, the dead weights
may be mad6 to balance each other, and the power required is

simply thab which is necessary to overcome the weight of the

useful load. All the men preferred the pneumatic hoist to the

ordinary cage for descending and ascending the mine, and were
regularly lowered and raised by it. The advantages claimed by
M. Blanchet for this system are—(i) the possibility of hoisting

from depths at which rope-winding would no longer be practicable
;

(2) getting rid of the costly ropes and dangers connected with
rope-winding; (3) better utilisation of the engine power; (4)
improvement of the ventilation and diminution of the amount of

firedamp. At the present time Blanchet's apparatus is no longer

employed, but the disuse of the pneumatic method is in no way
due to any difliculty in making it work satisfactorily.*

* NongarMe, "Etude historiqne sur le puits Hottinguer des Mines
d'Epinac," Bull. Soc. Ind. Min. 3« Serie, vol. vii., 1893, p. 563.
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CHAPTEE IX.

DRAINAGE.

Surface drainage—Dams—Drainage tnnnels—Siphons—Raising water by
winding machinery—Pumps worked by engines at the surface

—

Rittinger pump— Counterbalances—Bochkoltz's regenerator—Rossig-
neux's contrivance—Catches—Pumps worked by engines placed
below ground—" Duty "—" Slip "— Co-operative pumping.

The mineral having been raised to the surface, the task of the
miner might appear to be at an end : but this is not the case, for

it is further necessary that he should keep his mine free from
water and foul air. These two indispensable operations of drain-

ing and ventilating require special appliances, which often add
considerably to the general cost of mining.

Surface Water.—As far as possible the miner should endeavour
to prevent the entry of water both at the surface and under-
ground, and so escape the unnecessary expense of pumping it up.

In some instances a good deal can be done in this direction ; for it

has been abundantly proved, in many cases, that the bulk of the
water with which the miner is burdened is merely the result of

the percolation of the rain falling in the district. The effect

even of a prolonged rainfall is not usually felt at once, for it

takes time for the water to find its way through minute cracks

and crevices in the ground and reach the workings. In lime-

stone districts, however, the rain may find large channels eaten

out by atmospheric agencies, and affect mines at a depth of a
couple of hundred yards within twenty-four hours after it has
fallen.

It often happens that the mineral was quarried near the surface

before underground mining was resorted to, and in that case there

is always the danger of the old open pits forming a sink, so to

say, which will collect water from the neighbourhood and let a
considerable quantity percolate into the workings. To avoid
such an objectionable state of things, the surface must be drained

;

special care is imperative where the ground is cracked by sub-

sidences, and the neighbouring streams should be examined and
the water carried along in launders or other safer channels, if

their beds cannot he made stanch by filling the fissures with
concrete.
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When working under the sea or a river, a rich lode must not

tempt the miner to carry on his work too far. At Wheal Cock,

near St. Just in Cornwall, the miners working in some overhand
stopes actually bored more than one hole through to the sea-

bottom. They were well aware of the proximity of the ocean,

for they could hear the boulders crashing against each other in

stormy weather, and they had wooden plugs ready, which they
drove into the holes when they actually tapped sea water. But
it was a dangerous experiment, and though in this case the rocks

are so hard and compact that the amount of percolation is small,

a narrow wall only four feet thick between the sea and the
workings cannot be left without fear of trouble and danger from
water above.

Dams.—In addition to preventing the access of water from
the surface, it is advisable to cut olf underground inflows as far

as practicable. In the chapter upon supporting ground, imperme-
able linings of shafts and levels have been described, and where water
can be shut out by tubbing or by coffering, the mine-owner is

saved the constant expense of pumping; indeed, he is sometimes
thus enabled to work deposits which he would not be able to

reach if he had to fight against the enormous streams issuing

from certain strata. Water from adjacent abandoned workings
is shut out by dams—that is to say, artificial stoppings—placed

in levels or shafts. They may be made of timber, brickwork,

masonry or concrete, and, when intended for temporary purposes,

of iron.

In erecting a dam the first consideration is the choice of a
suitable place, for it is useless to take the trouble to put in a
stanch stopping unless the ground is firm enough to support it,

and free enough from cracks to

Fig. 491. prevent the water behind it from
finding its way round to the^^^ • -*•

^///////A If the ground is thoroughly
strong, a dam may be put in by
cutting a recess in the sides of

the level, as represented by
Fig. 491,* and stopping the

r777777777777/7
water back by a wall made of

////////////y//,
horizontal balks of timber. Oak
is usually chosen for the purpose.

Before the timber is put in, the

rock is very carefully dressed until the surface is perfectly

smooth, and ready to receive a similar surface of wood. Each
balk is wedged up against the side just in the same way as a
wedging curb, and the joints between the separate balks are

caulked.

* Callon, Lectures on Mining, vol. ii., plate Ixxvi.
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For heavier pressures the spherical dam is available; it is

constructed of wooden logs placed longitudinally and wedged up
very tightly. A wooden dam of this kind has the advantage that
it will yield a little if there are movements of the ground, whereas
a dam constructed of bricks might become cracked and leak so

badly as to be almost useless; the wooden dam is also more
easily repaired. Oak, pine, and fir are all employed for

making dams ; the two latter are sometimes preferred to the
former, because they are more easily wedged. The following

account of a spherical dam is based upon a description written by
Gatzschmann * (Figs. 492 to 495).

Fig. 492.

Fig. 493.

i illll I i



432 ORE AND STONE-MINING.

pieces laid down ; the last piece acts as a keystone and is driven
in with a sledge. One of the pieces of the second layer has a
hole bored through it so as to let off any water during the progress
of the work. When the middle of the dam is reached, a flanged cast-

iron pipe is put in as a man-hole, and the other rows are built up to
the roof, which has been covered with tarred canvas ; a hole is bored
through one of the pieces of the uppermost row but one and fur-

nished with a bent pipe, which serves to carry off the air at the top
when the dam is finally closed. The joints between the logs are
made watertight by driving in wedges around them obliquely ; the
first wedges are of pine, the next are of hard wood, and the final

set are of iron. A coating of cement, made of cart-grease, tar

Fig. 494.

495. Fio.

and slacked lime, completes the outer face of the dam. The
miners then close the water-hole with a plug made of beech, and

after retiring through the man-hole, draw into it a huge wooden

stopper. The water is allowed to rise, and in due course some

passes out by the air pipe ; the air-hole is then plugged, and the

inside face of the dam is wedged up in the same manner as

the outside. When exposed to considerable pressure a spherical

dam of this kind is found to slide inwards a little. One which

was put in at Churprinz Mine, Freiberg, shifted igh inches

(0.50 m.) in the first fourteen hours after it had been closed, and

23! inches altogether in the first ten days ; after that the motion

was exceedingly slow, in fact, almost imperceptible ; but it did

not absolutely cease for several years.

Fig. 496* is a dam in an abandoned shaft, intended to shut

* Gallon, Lectures on 31inhnj, vol. ii., plate Ixxvi., fig. 409.
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off any possible influx of water into the adjacent workings in

case the tubbing should fail. It consists of a strong arch of

masonry, covered by a thick layer of clay and a pavement of

stones. The clay will keep the dam stanch even if the masonry
becomes slightly cracked from

Fig. 496.movements of the ground,

and the object of the stone

pavement is to prevent the

clay from being washed away
suddenly in the event of a
large crack being formed. The
vertical pipe serves to carry

down the water during the

erection of the dam.
A temporary dam is some-

times required close to a shaft,

in order to keep back the

water of the mine, and pre-

vent it from drowning the

pumps while they are being

repaired. A strong and
tightly-fitting hinged door

may suffice for the purpose

;

in the Furness district the

door-frame is set in a very

massive structure of concrete,

brickwork and steel rails. A
large pipe is put in at the

bottom and fitted with a good
valve, which enables the water

to be let out gradually when
the pumps are once more
ready for work.

In spite of all precautions

the miner generally has to

contend with water which percolates into the workings. Four
methods of getting rid of it are available—viz., di-ainage tunnels,
siphons, winding machinery and pumps.
DRAINAGE TUNNELS.—An adit, day-level, or sough, is a

nearly horizontal tunnel with one end opening at the surface,

allowing the water to drain away naturally. In hilly countries
mines are often worked entirely by adits, and even for the deeper
workings the adit presents several advantages: it lessens the
quantity of water percolating into them ; it diminishes the height
to which the water has to be pumped ; if the contour of the sur-

face permits it, its outflow may be utilised for producing water
power; and lastly, it affords a natural discharge for water used in

driving hydraulic engines underground. On account of these

5 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 FEET
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very important advantages, some long and costly adits have boon

driven in certain metalliferous districts.

Thus in the Hartz, the Ernest Augustus adit or drainage tunnel,

(" Ernst August Stolln ") has been driven a distance of nearly 6h
miles into the Clausthal district. The total length of the adit,

including its branches, is no less than 14 miles. It intersects

many of the lodes at a depth of 400 yards from the surface. The
total cost of this adit is estimated at ^{^85,500.*

Another long adit is the celebrated " ilothschonberger Stolln,"

which unwaters some of the most important mines at Freiberg in

Saxony. The length of the main or trunk adit is more than Si-

miles; the gradient of the greater part of it is only i-i8 inch in

100 yards. Branches of this adit among the mines are more
than 16 miles in length, so that the total length of the main
tunnel vv^ith its ramifications amounts to about 25 miles. Most
of the mines are now drained by it to a depth of 250 to 300 yards.

The cost of the main tunnel was ;^359.334, or nearly ;^24 per
yard, but this includes the cost of eight shafts, heavy expenses

for pumping from these shafts, the walling of the adit for | mile,

and all genei-al expei ses. The length of time occupied in driving

this adit Avas thirty-tliree years.

The " Kaiser Josef Erbstolln," in Hungary, is another remark-
able mining tunnel, which was commenced in 1782 and com-
pleted in 1878, at a total cost of 4,599,000 florins. It is 10^
miles in length, extending from the river Gran to the town
of Schemnitz, where it intersects the lodes, at depths vary-

ing from 300 to 600 yards according to the contour of the

surface.

In Bohemia I may mention the *' Kaiser Josef II." adit which
drains the Pribram mines. The length from the mouth to the
Stefan shaft is 4^ miles, and the side branches bring up the

total length to 13^ miles.

The great adit of the Mansfeld copper mines was begun in

1809, and was seventy years in course of construction. It reaches

from Friedeburg on the Saale to Eisleben. The first part was
driven across the measures, and is, in fact, a crosscut, and it was
then continued along the strike of the cupriferous seam. The
total length is now 21 miles (33,900 m.). All the workings below
its level, extending for a distance of more than 11 miles (18 km.),

have their water pumped into it. The adit was driven with
a rise of i in 7200 (| inch in 100 yards). It is 9 feet 10 inches

high (3 m.), and 6 feet across (i'85 m.), in the middle where it is

widest. The bottom part, 5 feet 8 inches in height, was carefully

kept in the Rothliegendesso as to prevent percolation into the work-
ings. Cross-timbers (spreaders) were put in about 5 feet above the

* Bauerman, "Note on the new deep adit in the Upper Hartz Mines,"

Trans. Min. Asioc. Comicall and Devon, 1868, p. 11.
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floor and serve to support a single line of rails and a gangway of

planks.*

The adit at Monteponi,t in Sardinia, recently finished, is 3f
miles (6 kil.) in length, and relieves the mine of its water for an
additional depth of about 160 feet (50 m.).

The great County adit in Cornwall was driven for the purpose
of draining the Gwennap copper mines, and it was pushed on
to Redruth, This adit difters from those just mentioned by
the fact that it commences in the mining district itself, and
though the length of all the drivages amounts to more than 30
miles, the water from the most distant mine does not run more
than 6 miles before reaching daylight. The average depth is

only 70 or 80 yards from the surface. In fact this great adit,

though a work of great utility when the Gwennap district was in

a flourishing condition, is merely a network of shallow tunnels,

often driven along the lodes themselves, and therefore for bold-

ness of execution cannot for one moment be compared to the
great adits in Germany and Hungary.
The Blackett level in Northumberland is an adit which has

been driven a distance of about 4f miles, and which will have
to be extended about 2 miles further before arriving at Allen-

heads. Its depth from the surface at that place will be about 200
yards.

The main part of the Halkyn tunnel in Flintshire has now
reached a total length of 4 miles. The branch which goes out to

Rhosesmor Mine is nearly half a mile long and a second branch
has been commenced. The greatest depth from the surface is 230
yards, and the average depth under Halkyn Mountain about 215
yards. The length and depth of the adit are not remarkable ; but
the quantity of water discharged is a matter of interest and impor-
tance. It is estimated that this adit is now discharging 15
million gallons or 66,000 tons of water in 24 hours, although the
outflow is purely natural, for no mines are pumping water into it,

It is easy to understand that the Rhosesmor Mine, though
provided with powerful pumping machinery, was unable to cope
with the springs it encountered.

In the United Kingdom, where the land and the minerals are
parcelled out among various owners, an undertaking of this

kind requires a special Act of Parliament, for otherwise one
obstinate proprietor might bar the way altogether, or mines
drained by the adit might refuse to pay for the advantages they
received. Before the Halkyn tunnel was driven, the area which
appeared likely to be benefited was duly determined, and the

* Der Kupferscldeferherghau und der HiUtenbetrieh zur Verarheituvg der
gewonnenen Minern in den beiden Kreinen der Freuss. Prov. Saclmeti. Halle
an der Saale, 1889, page 48.

t Pellati, " I Progressi nolle Industrie Minerarie e Mineralurgiche
Italiane," Industr'ni, vol. v., 189 1, p. 637.
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mines now -worked within it have to pay a royalty to the

tunnel company for every ton of ore they laise.

Fired by the success of the Halkyn adit, which has proved a

lucky investment for the shareholders, a company has lately

commenced driving a similar tunnel in the Llanarmon district.

The United States may fairly boast of the Sutro Tunnel, which

enters the workings on the Comstock lode at a depth of 1700 feet

from the surface. Work was begun on a small scale in October

1869, and the tunnel was "holed" into the Avorkings of the

Savtige Mine in July 1878. The length of the main tunnel is

3 1 miles, and the cost of excavating it and timbering it up to the

date of its completion, September i, 1878, was $1,367,577. To
this must be added $296,724 for enlarging the heading, $384,824
for cutting a drainage channel at the bottom of the tunnel and
lining it with wooden launders or drain boxes, and the cost of

repairs $43,441, making the total cost of the main tunnel up to

October 1881, $2,096,566. This sum does not include the expenses

of management of the company.*
The size of the adit at first was 10 feet high clear and 15^ feet

wide ; but after 366 yards had been driven the dimensions were
reduced to 6 feet high clear by 5 feet wide.

In the original scheme it was proposed to sink four shafts and ex-

pedite the work by having nine points of attack ; however, this plan

could not be carried out. The first two shafts were sunk down to the

level of the tunnel, but the quantity of water met with proved such
an obstacle that the tunnel was practically driven entirely from
one end.

Work with machine drills was begun in April 1874, and the
height of the heading was raised to 9I feet, and the wddth to 13
feet, both outside the timber. In 1875 and 1876 the monthly
progress was on an average 308 1^ feet. Much of the tunnel,

indeed 45*5 per cent, of the total length, had to be timbered.

In addition to the main tunnel there are branches along the

course of the lode. In October 1S80, the length of the north
branch Avas 4403 feet, and that of the south bi-anch 41 14 feet.

Both branches are 8 feet in width by 7 in height clear.

The quantity of water running out daily in 1879 was 12,000

tons, at a temperature of 123° F. (50-5 C.) when leaving the mouth
of the tunnel. All this water would otherwise have been pumped
to the surface, at a cost estimated at $3000 a-day.

The obstacles to the progress of the work were very great ; not
only was the heat extreme, but swelling ground was encountered
which snapped the strongest timber. Thanks, however, to the
untiring energy of Mr. Adolph Sutro, the dilficulties were at

* Eliot Lord, "Comstock Mining and Miners." Jlonor/rapJi-s of the U. S.

Geol. Survey, vol. iv., p. 342. Washington, 1S83. There is an error of

$4000 either in one of the items or in the total ; but I give the figures as
they stand in the Report,— C. 1. N. F.
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last successfully overcome, and this great work will long remain
as a monument to his foresight, skill, and patient pertinacity.

The Atlantic-Pacific tunnel, which was commenced in 1880 and
then stopped for a time, is intended to pierce the heart of the
Piocky Mountains, under Grey's Peak, Colorado. It will be
driven from both sides of the watershed, and will have a total

length of 4I miles from end to end.

SIPHONS.—Siphons are used for draining mines in a few
special cases in which the barrier over which the water has to be
raised is very decidedly less than ;^;^ feet.

The workings of a sballow mine in North Wales are kept clear

of water by a siphon made of li-inch gas-pipe. At the crown
there is an iron tank full of water, the contents of which
can be run into the siphon by a 3-inch pipe in order to start

it.

At Mountfield gypsum mine, in Sussex, the water is brought to

the shaft from the neighbourhood of the working-face, a distance

of 300 yards, by a siphon also made of i J -inch gas-pipe. It has
two branches, but only one is working at a time. The water
is lifted a height of 22 feet. When the water in the workings sinks,

so that there is a danger of the siphon running dry, the foreman
moves a lever which brings a pad of india-rubber against the outlet

of the pipe, and so keeps it full and ready to act the next time it is

wanted. A force pump is set up at the far end of the workings
for filling the siphon if by any chance the water has run out.

WINDING MACHINERY.—When a mine cannot be
drained by tunnels or siphons, it is necessary to raise the water
mechanically, either to the surface, or at all events to an adit

through which it can flow out naturally. If the quantity is not
excessive, it is often convenient to use the winding machinery,
and draw up the water in special buckets {loater-barrels) or tanks.

The bucket may be tilted over on reaching the surface, or it may
be emptied by opening a valve at the bottom.

This means of raising water is commonly adopted in sinking

shafts, when it may be desirable to wait till the whole or a
portion of the pit is completed, before putting in the final pump-
ing machinery. The water is usually lifted by hand into the

bucket or tank, an operation involving a good deal of labour.

Some of the baling may be avoided by collecting as much as

possible of the inflow in a cistern above the bottom, and drawing
off its contents by a hose into the bucket. This device is of no
use for the water actually at the bottom, but baling may be dis-

pensed with even in this case by the adoption of an ingenious

arrangement invented by Mr. Galloway, and applied very success-

fully by him in sinking a shaft near Carditf* (Figs. 497 and
498).

* "Sinking Appliances at Llanbradacli," Trans, South Wales Inst. Enrj,

vol. xvi., 1888, p. 117.
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Figs. 497, 498.

By means of a pump at the surface, the air is constnntly hoing

exhausted from a pipe, which descends the shaft and terminates

in a long piece of flexible hose provided with a stopcock. When
the cylindrical water-barrel has been lowered to the bottom of the

shaft and is standing with its base in

water, the flexible hose is quickly

attached to it at the point k by an
instantaneous coupling, and the cock is

turned. Water is at once sucked up
through the valve h, and as soon as the

gauge-glass m shows that it has reached

the desired height, the stopcock is

closed and the hose uncoupled. On
arriving at the top of the pit, the water-

barrel is lowered on to a trolley carry-

ing a projecting conical block of wood,
which knocks up the valve and allows

the contents to run out.

It was possible with the aid of this

contrivance, while sinking a shaft in

hard sandstone at the rate of 5 to 5^
yards per week, to cope with an influx

of 5000 gallons (227 cubic metres) of

water per hour at the bottom.

A water-barrel can be filled auto-

matically, when it can be made to

plunge into a deep cistern or collect-

ing pit {sump). Mr. Galloway's

arrangement is shown by Figs. 499 and
500. The former represents his auto-

matic water-tank with one side partly

removed : a is the mnding-rope, h the

tank, which is guided in its descent and
ascent by the studs c (Fig. 500) run-

ning upon the guide ropes e. At the

surface the tank is further steadied by
side grooves, made of angle-iron d,

which clasp the studs. When the tank
is lowered into the cistern, the valve k opens of itself and lets the
water rush in. It is then wound up to the top, where the short lever

at comes in contact with the piece of timber ^j ; the rod attached

to the valve is lifted, and the water rushes out by the sloping

mouth f into the wooden trovigh or launder vi. The bar p is

movable about the point q, but it is kept down by the weight ?«

attached to the chain s ; ^ is one of the pieces of timber to wliich

tlie fixed guides are fastened, and lastly, lo is the suspending bow
wliich passes quite round the tiink and forms a pi-ojecting loop at

the bottom. This boVv protects the bottom of the tank while it

__fe^^E:#^1SjL
, door for entering barrel

if required ; h, fiat cast-

iron valve attached to the
spindle h; c cl, bottom
plate of the barrel ; e, sec-

tion of the valve shovvint;

universal joint attach-
ment ; I, water-pipe, pro-
vided at the end h with
a coupling to which the
suction hose is attached

;

m, water-gauge.



DRAINAGE. 439

i
is standing in the cistern. The tank holds 212 gallons (963
litres), and can be drawn up 24 times an hour from a depth of

J
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of drainage when the quantity of water is not considerable.

The water is allowed to accumulate in a sump at the bottom
of the shaft dm ing the day-time, for instance, and at night, when
no mineral is bemg wound, the ordinary cage is taken ofl* and

the water-barrel substituted for it.

Fig. 500. The water-barrel is also useful as an

, auxiliary, when the ordinary pumping
i machinery of a mine is unable to cope

il with some unusual influx of water, or

y has to be stopped for repairs. It is

not necessary to adopt the construction

shown in the iigiu^e, though that is a
particularly advantageous one. The
vessel for recei\-ing the water and
bringing it up is sometimes made like

a large mine waggon ; it is drawn up
in the cage, like a " tub " of mineral,

and is discharged at some point in

clo?e proximity to the pit-top. At the
Van mine a tub of this kind holds

about 220 gallons (i cubic metre). As
a makeshift, an ordinary mine-skip

may be turned into a water-barrel by
fixing a wooden box inside it with a
valve in the bottom.

Automatic emptying and filling is

also obtainable where the mine is

worked by inclines or " slopes," and
the arrangement used by Mr. Bowden*
(Figs. 501 to 503) has the merit of

allowing seveial tanks to be used in

the place of a single large one, which
might be too unwieldy for the mine.

_ ' _
' Each tank has an iron door at the rear/end opening inwards, and a wooden

door at the front end opening out-

/_ .. . .. wards. The front door is attached
-' Sl~ .

-
. j to the back door by an iron rod, so

that it is held down as long as the back
door is shut ; however, tlie back door can open independently of

the front door, because the rod has a sliding link at the rear end.

The tipping or dumping is effected by the small wheels above the

rear axles. They have a wider gauge than the regular wheels,

and as each tank comes up to the surface, they are taken by an
tipper set of rails and tilt up the rear end. If the track upon
which they travel has sutficient gradient towards the " slope," the

* Bowden, "Tandem Tanks for Hoisting Water from Flooded Slopes"
Trans. Amer. Inat. 21. £., vol. xx., 1S91, p. 34 J.

L^
I
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tanks will i-un down of themselves, after they have emptied their

contents into the trough at the top.

PUMPS.—We now come to the main division of the subject of

drainage, for the standard method of extracting water from
underground workings is by some form of pump.
The varieties of pumps used in mines are numerous. In small

sinkings, hand-pumps, either direct-acting or rotary, may be
applied; steam-jet pumps, on the principle of the Giffard

injector, and pulsometers are also used, but when we examine the

Figs. 50

permanent machinery erected at large mines of considerable

depth, we find that the prevailing types of pumps are few.

They may be classified, according to the situation of the engine
working the pumps, into :

I. Lifting pumps and force pumps worked by power transmitted by
rods from an engine at the surface or in the upper workings.

II. Force pumps worked direct from an engine immediately attached
to them at or near the bottom of the workings.

Class I.—Engine at or near the Surface, Power Trans-
mitted by Rods.
We may consider the subject under the following four heads

:

(«) Motors.

(6) Rods.
(c) Pumps.
(il) Accessory arrangements : counterbalances, regenerators, catches.
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(a) Motors.—The engine may be driven by wind, compressed
air, water, electricity, steam, or petroleum, (i) Air.—Windmills
have the disadvantage, which is often fatal, that the power is not

constant ; the same may be said of water power derived from
brooks and rivers, which sometimes dry up ; but the two cases

are different. Streams dry up slowly and gradually, whilst air

currents spring up or die away suddenly. By erecting an
auxiliary steam engine, which can be set to work if the wind
fails, the evil is overcome ; and this remedy is adopted at the

Mona mines in Anglesey, where a windmill has been in use for

many years for woi-king pumps. It raises water from a depth
of 80 fathoms at the rate of about 90 gallons a minute. As the

site of the mine on Parys Mountain is breezy, there is wind
enough to work the mill for about one-half of the time pumping
is required. A very large saving has thus been effected in the

coal bills.

(2) Water.—AVater power was for a long period the principal

agent employed in draining mines, and it is still of the greatest

use in many districts, reservoirs being constructed to collect and
store the i-ainfall. Some idea of the scale upon which works of

this kind are conducted will be gathered from the following

iigures relating to the Hartz mines.* In 1868 there wei-e

" sixty-seven i-eservoirs, covering an area of 604 acres, and
having a total storage capacity of 336 millions of cubic feet."

The total length of tlie various leats, races, and other water-

courses, including the six princij^al adits, is about 170 statute

miles. The net power extracted is reckoned at 1870 horse-power,

but less than one-fourth of this is used for pumping.
Water power is applied to pumping machinery by water-

Avheels, turbines, and rotary or non-rotary water-pressure engines.

Excepting in the case of the latter, the rotary motion has to be
converted into a reciprocating motion by a crank ; and further-

more with turbines, the speed must be reduced very considerably

by intermediate gearing.

Overshot wheels are the commonest forms of prime movers
for working pumps by water-power ; they are frequently from

40 to 50 feet in diameter, and at Great Laxey Mine, in the

Isle of Man, one of the wheels is no less than 72 feet 6

inches in diameter, and 6 feet in the breast. The power is con-

veyed from the water-wheel by a connecting rod to a quadrant
or " bob," like a bell-crank, placed above the shaft, and when,
owing to the contour of the ground, the wheel has to be erected

at a distance, it is often connected to the bob by the so-called

" flat rods," which are beams of wood, bars of iron, or pieces of

wire rope. They are supported by pulleys or upright oscillating

* Bauerman, " Notes on the New Deep Adit in the Upper Hartz Mines,"
Jiep. Miners'' Assoc. Cornwall'and Devon, 1868, p. 21.
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beams, and travel backwards or forwards with the motion of the
crank.

Water-pressure engines share with turbines the advantage of

being able to utilise any amount of fall, and the direct-acting

water-pressure engine can be applied immediately to the main
rod of the pumps.

(3) Steam is, however, the power used par excellence for working
pumping machinery, and the great inventions of Newcomen and
Watt owed their birth to the necessities of mines, which could no
longer be drained by the water power available on the spot.

The principal type of engine is that known as the Cornish
engine ; it is a single-acting condensing beam engine, working
expansively, having the number of strokes regulated by an
arrangement called a cataract. The cylinder of the Cornish
engine is sometimes inverted and stands over the shaft, the main
rod of the pumps being attached directly to the piston-rod. This
type of engine, known as the Bull engine in Cornwall, dispenses

with the heavy beam, but it has the great disadvantage of

obstructing the mouth of the shaft. This objection is quite

enough to forbid its use under ordinary circumstances. On the

other hand, the mere i-eversal of the cylinder or cylinders, while

retaining the beam, is often resorted to on account of the
advantage it gives in greater stability and diminished cost of the

engine-house.

A disadvantage of the Cornish engine is the fact that when it

works Avith a high rate of expansion, there are great shocks and
jars to all the parts of the machinery. The heavy mass of rods
and its connections is started with a jerk, and naturally all the
joints must suffer.

The compound engine, invented by Woolf and tried many years

ago in Cornwall, starts more gradually and causes less strain upon
the pump-rods and machinery generally. The cylinders may be

placed one above the other, or side by side. At Ernst IV. shaft,

Mansfeld, there are three cylinders placed side by side across the

line of the beam, the high-pressure cylinder in the middle between
the two low-pressure cylinders. The three piston-rods are attached

to a crosshead which is connected to the beam. The cylinders

are inverted.

Kley, of Bonn, has constructed compound engines with steam
acting on both sides of the pistons. He makes the excess of the

weight of the rod over that of the counterbalances sufficient

to raise only half the weight of the water and to overcome the

friction ; and then in the descending stroke of the rod the steam
again acts upon the pistons and so makes up for the insufficiency

in weight. As the steam acts upon both sides of the piston, the

same amount is consumed, it is true ; but a smaller cylinder will

do the work, and the original cost of the engine is lessened.

Fly-wheels have the axlvantage of setting the pumps and main
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rod in motion without the injurious jerk which is inseparable

from the Cornish engine worked at a high rate of expansion,

besides reducing the risks of damage if a piston-rod breaks.

Kley has put up several pumping engines in Belgium, France,

and Germany, of 30 to 560 horse-power, with a fly-wheel which
serves solely to regulate the stroke of the piston, so that the

crank always stops before or after the dead point till the cataract

starts another stroke. The machines are double-acting compound
beam engines.

M. Guinotte, the well-known Belgian engineer, also adopts the

fly-wheel, and the machines he has erected at Mariemont and else-

where are single-acting rotary engines with one cylinder. The
peculiarity of his fly-wheel is that he can weight it in any way he
pleases ; and he so overcomes the difficulty which occurs in other

rotary machines of its being impossible to work them below a certain

speed. His object is to make the speed slow at the beginning and

Fig. 504.

Scale modo

end of the stroke, so as to avoid the injurious shocks to the

valves and machinery generally from sudden starts and stoppages.

The cylinders of a pumping engine may be placed horizontally,

an arrangement which effects a decided saving in the cost of

foundations and in that of the engine-house. The engine lately

erected at the Otto IV. shaft at Mansfeld (Fig. 504) is a
horizontal double-acting compound engine with a fly-wheel,

working two pump-rods by means of quadrants, A is the high-

pressui-e cylinder, B the low-pressure cylinder, C the fly-wheel,

D and E are quadrants, connected by F, which raise and lower the

two rods G and H. The cylinder A is 5 feet 2h inches (I'SQO

m.) in diameter, and B 8 feet i| inches (2-480 m.). The stroke

of the engine is 8 feet 8| inches (2'66o m.), and the fly-wheel

makes 11^ revolutions per minute. When working at this speed

it is reckoned that it raises 3521 gallons (16 cubic metres) of

water per minute, a total height of 906 feet (276'35 m.). The
water is salt, and has a specific gravity of i'i5. Each rod works
a pump at the bottom, with a fixed hollow plunger 27I inches (705
mm.) in diameter and a moving " pole case," which lifts the water to

a height of 463 feet (i4i"i m.). Here the work is taken up by a
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Rittinger pump with plungers of 2'jh inches (700 mm.) and 21

J

inches (540 mm.), and the water is raised by it to the adit level,

an additional height of 443 feet (135 "25 m.). The stroke of the

rods is 2 metres. When the full power of the engine is not

required, one rod can be disconnected and the other is balanced

by an accumulator.

At Diepenlinchen, near Stolberg, an engine of similar construc-

tion has been put up within the last few years, the dimensions of

the two cylinders being almost the same as those adopted at

Mansfeld. The problem at Diepenlinchen is to raise 2640 gallons

(12 cubic metres) of water per minute from a depth of 328 yards

(300 m.).

The compound engine, with its two cylinders placed tandem
fashion horizontally, is largely used by Davey, whose principal im-

provement consists in his patent diiferential valve gear, which
combines the action of a cataract with that of a slide valve.

(4) Petroleum.—Where coal is very expensive owing to the cost

of carriage, a petroleum engine may be a convenient source of

power for pumping on a small scale.

(6) Rods.—Having discussed the principal forms of engines

used for pumping at mines, it now remains to consider

how their power is applied to the pumps themselves. Fig. 505.

The usual mode of transmission is by rods made ^^..j

of wood, wrought iron, or steel. £•]!

'

Wooden rods are commonly constructed in this 1 r
country of pitch-pine beams of square section, united by ji j.,

plates of iron or mild steel {strapping plates, a, 6, c, 3|

•

Fig. 505), which are held together by bolts, the butt end il'^

of one beam being brought against the butt end of the ]*i-

next. Other forms of joints, such as the scarf joint, ^f!:_'

are met with. |'^

The iron and steel rods are either solid bars of round '-

iron or steel, or beams built up from angle-iron or

angle-steel, so as to obtain the desired stifihess without
undue weight. It is proposed to use Mannesmann
seamless steel tubes, which can be rolled in lengths of

70 feet, as rods for pumps.
The long beam, made up of a succession of pieces,

constitutes what is called the main rod or spear-rod.

It hangs down the shaft, either from the end of the

beam of the engine, or from a quadrant such as is

shown in Fig. 504, when the cylinder of the pumping engine
is horizontal. In order to prevent it from vibrating sideways,

it has to be guided ; wooden rods are guided by cross bars of

timber placed in the shaft, and they are pz^otected from wear by
pieces of plank {lining boards), which are renewed from time to
time. The round iron or steel rods are kept in position by
suitable collars fixed upon timber or metal supports.
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If the shaft is inclined, as so often happens in vein-mining, the

main rod has to be supported at suitable intervals by cylinders of

cast iron or steel, known as " shaft rolls." The roller turns upon
a spindle as the main rod moves up and down (Fig. 539).

The bane of some mining districts, such as Cornwall, is the

varying inclination of many of the pumping shafts, which have
been sunk along the dip of

Fig. 506. the veins. In cases of this

kind it is necessary to make
bends in the main rod cor-

responding to the crooked-

ness of the shaft. Four
methods of making an
angle in the rod are : (i)

the V-bob;* (2) the fend-

off bob; (3) the running-

loop
; (4) hydraulic pistons.

The V-bob, as its name
imphes (Figs. 506 and 507),
is a V -like frame, some-
thing like a bell-crank, in-

terposed between the ends
of the two rods. The two arms of the V are made of strong

beams of timber strengthened by iron plates h and c, and con-

nected by two straps a, which prevent their being pulled apart.

The arms are arranged so that each is at right angles to the

Fig. 50S,

adjacent end of the rod at half stroke. At the point of the V
there is a strong pin d lying in brasses, about which the bob
moves as a centre. It is usual to make the arms at least 20

* This figure and several of the others relating to pumps are copied, by
permission, from a paper on " Cornish Mine Drainage," by Mitchell and
Letcher. Furtij third Ann. lit p. li. Cornirall I'ul. Sue, Falmouth, 1S75.
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inches long for each foot of the stroke. Therefore for a stroke

of 9 feet, the length of each arm would be 9 x i|, or 15 feet.

A fend-ofF beam will be understood from Fig. 508, which
is an example taken from Crenver and Abraham Mine in

Cornwall. It is a long beam, strengthened by tie-rods, moving
about a strong pin working in a block. The Cornish rule is to

make the beam 2^ times as long as the stroke.

The running loop (Figs. 509 and 510) is sometimes used to

save the expense of cutting out the large recess (plat) which is

required in the case of a V-bob or a fend-off beam. The two parts

of the main rod, c and d, are connected by two loops of wrought

Fig. 509. Fig. 510. Fig. 511.

am

Side View. w
Front View.

iron, e, of Avhich one only can be shown in the side elevation.

Each loop passes round the two pins, which are the axles of
the two wheels. Tha wheels run upon flat bars of wrought-iron,

/, laid upon the sleepers, b, which are supported by the strong
cross-bearers, a a.

West and Darlington effect the change of direction in the rods
by two rams or plungers, working in cylinders connected at the
bottom (Fig. 511). The plunger a in going down raises the
plunger b, to which the main rod of the pumps is attached by a
crosshead and two side straps. There is a valve at c, through
which the plunger can draw in a little water to make up for any
loss through the stuffing boxes.

(c) Pumps.—The main rod, which has just been described, is

used for transmitting the motion of the engine to a pump or
several pumps in the shaft. These pumps are of two descrip-
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tions : (i) lifting pumps; (2) force-pumps. The lifting pump,
or drawing lift (Fig. 512), consists of the wind-bore or suction

pipe, the clack-piece or valve-box, the clack-seat piece, the working
barrel, the bucket with its rod and the column.
The wind-bore, or snore-piece, as it is sometimes called, is a

cylinder of cast-iron, terminating in an egg-shaped or a flat bottom,
with a number of holes through which the water is sucked up
into the pump.
The clack-piece is a short cylinder of cast iron with a flat side

door fastened on by bolts, the object of which is to enable the

valve to be taken out and renewed. It receives the seat on which
a clack or valve works.

The clack seat-piece is not always used ; but it is often put
in as a matter of precaution, in case the regular valve should

accidtmtally fail while the pumps are under water. If a mishap
of this kind occurs, a special clack can be lowered on to the

clack seat-piece, and the pump can be worked with it temporarily.

The working barrel is a cast-iron cylinder, carefully bored so

that the bucket may work in it smoothly and exactly ; occasionally

it is bushed with brass.

The bucket is merely a moving valve, consisting usually of a

hollow cylinder of cast iron, surrounded by a band of leather or

gutta-percha, and attached to a rod through which it receives its

reciprocating motion. The seat, called the " form," may be made
for a single valve or a double valve. The " form " shown in Figs.

513 and 514 is made for one valve, and it is held by a stout rod

with two forks or " prongs." The mode of attachment of the

prong a to the form h, by the so-called half-moons c and cotters,

is evident from Figs. 514 and 515. When there are two valves

the form is made as shown by Fig. 516 or Fig. 517, and the rod,

now called a " sword," is attached by a central blade which passes

through a corresponding slot in the middle rib.

The valve itself is made of a flat piece of leather riveted

between two iron plates and fastened at one end (Fig. 513) by
spikes or bolts, or of two similar semi-circular pieces of leather

attached at the circumference (Fig. 516) or in the middle of the

form (Fig. 517). In either case there is a band of leather or

gutta-percha round the form which makes the bucket fit exactly

in the working barrel. This band is cut out in the shape of a seg-

ment, such as is shown in Fig. 518, and is then bent round the

form and kept in its place by an iron hoop or ring. Leather

is usually employed, and is sometimes made from butialo hide, in

order to obtain great durability ; with gutta percha there is the

advantage of being able to utilise a worn-out band in making
a new one. After it has been softened in hot water and well

kneaded up with a little fresh guttapercha, to supply the waste,

it can be rolled out in a proper mould into a band of the

desired shape. Richardson's composition consists largely of
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grutta-percha, and makes a durable and economical pump-bucket.
The bucket is attached to the rod by a square sliding clasp and a
cotter. The bucket-prong, or sword, has a little projecting ridge

(Fig. 514) which fits into a corresponding recess in the end of the
rod ; when the clasp has been drawn over and the key inserted,

the joint is complete. The actual rod itself may be of wood or

Fig. 512.

^m
tx3

Fig. 518.

iron, and it may either work inside the column or outside.

Fig. 512 shows the commoner method in this country, but both here

and on the other side of the Atlantic the second plan is employed.

Fig. 519 represents a lifting pump used in mines on the Com-
stock lode.* S is the windbore or suction pipe; V the fixed

clack or valve ; P the bucket, with its valve v, moving in the

working barrel. The rod to which it is fixed passes through tho

* Hague, " Mining^ Industry," United States Geological Exjjloration of the

Fortieth Parallel, Washington, 1870, p. 124.

2 F
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stuffing box g, and is connected to the wooden rod R, Tlio

column of pipes, made of riveted sheet iron, through whicli the

water is lifted, is shown b}^ C, Three sheet-iron cyUnders
riveted together form one section. Each section is pro-

vided at both ends with a cast-iron flange, and two
adjacent sections are fastened together by bolts. The cast-iron

pieces H carry the stuffing-box and join the column to the
working barrel. Figs. 520 and 521 represent the mode of attach-

ment of two sections, and also the manner in which the column is

held in the shaft. Lap-welded sheet-iron pipes may take the
place of the riveted pipes of the figure.

The columns of pumps in this country are generally made of

cast-iron pipes with flanges ; the standard length is 9 feet. The
joint is made by inserting a ring of sheet iron, which has been
wound round with coarse flannel soaked in tar, and tightening

the bolts. A more perfect and durable connection is obtained if

the flanges are properly faced and provided with a recess for an india-

rubber or a gutta percha washer. Pipes of sheet iron and steel have
the advantage of lightness, an important matter when transport

is expensive, and it may be hoped that pipes of rolled steel

made by the Mannesmann process will be available for the
rising mains of mine-pumps ; fewer joints will be required, and
the column will be lighter and less troublesome in every way.
Wooden pumps have not disappeared in countries where

timber is abundant and metal expensive ; the rising mains are

formed of trees bored along the centre. Wood is also used in

certain cases when the mine water is corrosive ; thus at the Parys
mine, Anglesey, where the water is highly cupriferous, pumps of

this kind have to be employed. The wooden pipes made by
Wyckofl;' & Son, of Elmira, N.Y., are bored white pine logs turned
outside, strengthened by a band of hoop-iron wound around spir-

ally, and coated with asphalt. Pipes of this description are made
with bores up to 16 inches in diameter, and are capable of resisting a
pressure of 160 lbs. per square inch, or a head of water of 370 feet.

The disadvantage of the arrangement shown in Fig. 519 is

that if a bucket fails, whilst the stuffing-box happens to be sub-

merged, the " lift is lost," in other words the pump is utterly

useless; whilst with the ordinary system (Fig. 512), the bucket
can be drawn out and " geared " once more. To remedy this

defect, a working barrel and a clack-piece may be inserted in

the column ; a new rod and bucket can then be lowered into it,

and made to work until the water is sufficiently mastered for

the old bucket to be changed.
On the other hand, the stuffing-box arrangement can claim

the advantage of making the buckets last longer. No doubt the
reason of this is that the stuffing-box acts as a guide to the rod,

and prevents irregular friction of the bucket against the sides of

the workinsr barrel.
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The force-pump used in mines, known as the

plunger pump (Fig. 522), consists of a sohd piston

{plunger), working through a stuffing-box in a

long cylinder standing upon a special casting

known as the H-piece. This is so called because

it is made up of two parallel cylinders, like the

riG. q20.

Fig. 519.

Fro. 52T.

two upright limbs of the letter H. wdiich are

connected by a horizontal pipe, like the cro>s-bar.

The H-piece is often faulty from prei^enting a
path with very sudden turns ; all angles should
be rounded off, so as to make the pas.^^age of the

water as easy as possible. The H-piece has a

valve immediately above the wind-bore or suction-

pipe. In the figure the wind-boie Is ll.it-ended

because it is resting in a cistern. Above the
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H-piece comes the door-piece with another valve, and then a
series of pipes, the " column," generally of cast iron, but some-
times, as already stated, of wrought iron.

The action is easily understood. When the plunger is moved
upwards, water is drawn in by the wind-bore, and when the
plunger descends, the bottom clack closes, the top clack opens,

and the water is forced up into the column. The plunger is

a hollow cylinder of cast iron, accurately turned outside. Usually
one end of a wooden rod is passed through it and wedged tightly

at the bottom, and the other end is attached to the main rod by
staples and glands, being kept at a proper distance from it by a
piece of timber.

The plunger pump can claim superiority over the lifting pump
for several reasons : it is less likely to get out of order, and, if it

does begin to fail, its shortcomings ai-e more quickly perceived and
more easily remedied. The first advantage is almost self-evident

;

one need only picture the leathei-n rim of the bucket rubbing
against the sides of the working barrel, and the solid plunger

sliding up and down through the stuffing box, to feel convinced

that it is more difficult to keep the former tight than the latter.

Practical experience confirms this a pi'iori reasoning. When the

water contains sand in suspension,, the bucket wears out rapidly

and has to be changed at frequent intervals; consequently it

must be performing much of its work in an inefficient manner.
Incipient faults of the bucket causing but a slight diminution in

the quantity of water raised are likely to pass unnoticed, whereas

a leaky stuffing-box is at once detected. This latter defect can be

speedily cured by the man in charge of the pumps {pitman), who
has simply to take a spannei- and tighten up a few nuts, whilst

changing a bucket of an ordinary lifting pump involves the with-

drawal of the whole length of rods to which it is attached, an
operation causing some trouble and requiring time. Lastly, the

efficient manner in which the plunger does its v/ork renders it

suitable for higher lifts than the bucket.

In the majority of cases a drawing lift is fixed at the bottom,

because it can be lengthened as the shaft is deepened, a process

going on continually in vein-mining, and further because it can

be worked with less fear of a complete break-down than a plunger,

if the water rises in the mine and submerges the working
.parts. This bottom pump lifts the water into a cistern in which
stands the wind-bore of the plunger pump (Fig. 522), and the

remainder of the pumping is done in stages. The first plunger

forces the water up a column into another cistern, some 60 or

more yards higher, where a second plunger continues the work
and raises the water into a third cistern, and so on until it

reaches the surface or the adit.

Pumping is usually done in stages because it is not always

easy to keep the joints tight when the pressure of the water is
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very great. The difficulty is nowadays far less than it was for-

merly, and columns are made even as much as 600 metres (656
yards) in height vertically.

The subject of pumps would not be complete without a few
words upon valves. The common leather clacks used in some
buckets have already beea briefly mentioned. The valves of

pumps may be divided into two classes—viz., clacks and metal

valves.

Figs. 523 and 524 represent a simple valve called the Hake's
mouth valve. It consists of the seat, slightly conical below so as

to fit into the proper recess in a casting, such as the H-piece or

clack-piece, and the moving flap made of a piece of strong leather

between two plates of iron, held firmly together by copper rivets.

The flap is attached to the " tail " of the seat by bolts, and the
pliable leather not only makes the hinge, but ensures a water-tight

contact.

Fig. 523. Fig. 525. Fig. 527.

Fir;. 5:1. Fig. 5:5.

til

Ft^; ;-8

In the butterfly valve (Figs. 525 and 526) there are two semi-

circular lids or flaps. In a clack known as " Jan Ham's clack,"

the two lids are hinged on the outside and look towards each other
instead of from one another.

A valve which has given great satisfaction in Cornwall is

known as Trelease's valve (Figs.527 and 528). Its peculiarity is the

great freedom of motion given to it by its hinge. The seat has
two upright " risers " with slots in which the pin of the clack can
move up and down. The valve is of metal with a sheet of leather

I riveted on for making it water-tight. It will be readily under-
stood that, as the leather is not playing the part of a hinge, a
valve of this description will last longer than those described

previously ; it can also be used with a bucket.

If the water is corrosive, as too frequently happens in mines,
the seat and the valve are made of brass, gun-metal, or bronze,

and a recess is made in the circumference of the seat for the
insertion of wood, which will last longer for the " beat " than
metal.

league's noiseless valve (Figs. 529 to 531) is made by inserting
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Fig. 529.

Fig. 530.

a small valve into the flap of a Hake's mouth valve. It is said to

remove entirely the concussion met with in large pumps.
Among the metallic valves the most important is the double-

beat valve, the object of which is to afford as

great a waterway as possible with a small rise

of the valve. A double- beat valve may be briefly

Sk^s^-^-"-^ described as a bell with a large hole at the top,

^^ 1 and surfaces of contact at top and bottom ; when
\ 1/ the bell is raised by the pressure underneath,

there are two passages by which the water can
escape, one sideways, all round the bottom, and
one upwards, through the top. It was invented
originally for steam engines, and long after-

wards was applied to pumps. The valve

shown in Figs. 532 to 534 consists of a shell a
connected to a ring i by radial arms c. The
letters h indicate strengthening ribs on the out-

side of the shell ; they are inclined a little so

that the stream of water passing through the
valve may cause it to turn slightly each time it

is opened, and beat in a different position. This
ensures even wear and keeps the valve water-tight.

The two " beats," that is to say the two surfaces of contact, marked
?»and m, are rings of white metal, gutta-percha, or india-rubber fitted
in grooves in the two seats q and ^; r is a guide for the central
ring i which is bushed with brass, indicated by the black line

;

o and jD are radial arms on which slides the brass bushing of the
lower ring of the shell, and they are stayed by the cylindrical piece

Fig. 532.

s and the ring I. The rise of the valve is limited by^, which is kept

in its place by the screw e, held by a nut in the cross-bar d ; h h

is the chamber in which the valve works. Fig. 533 shows the valve

open, and Fig. 534 is an elevation of the valve and lower seat,

which will greatly assist in making its mode of action plain.

The number of beats is sometimes increased to three or four.

Rittinger Pump.—The Eittinger pump is an important

vai-iety which has been introduced on the Continent, for reme-

dying one of the defects of the ordinar}^ pumping plant—viz.,
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its intermittent action. The Cornish engine makes a sadden
start, the "outdoor" end of the beam goes up, and with it

the main rod and the plungers ; then comes a pause, and all

this time no useful work of raising water is being done. Lastly,

the beam and the main rod slowly descend and the plungers

force up water. The actual work of pumping proper is accom-
plished in a short part of the time occupied by a double stroke.

It is evident that a smaller engine doing work continuously

would be just as effective as the large one acting at intervals.

The Rittinger pump (Figs. 535 and 536) may be described briefly

as a differential pump, with two hollow plungers, one fixed and
the other moving. A B is the moving part of the pump, consisting

of the air-chamber and plunger case A, the hollow plunger B,

and the quadruple-beat valve C. It is drawn up and down by the

side rods D D. E is the top of a lower section of the rising

main, and F a large pipe constituting a cistern. G is a valve

at the bottom of the plunger case H. At the top there is the

second hollow plunger I, which is fixed, working through a
stuffing-box in A, and K is the rising main; L fs the space

for air.

When the moving part A B ascends C closes, and water is drawn
up into I and K ; at the same time G opens, and water makes its

way through it into H. When A B descends the space above G is

diminished, C rises, and water flows into A. The descent of A B
increases the space above the valve C, but as the plunger B is

larger than the plunger I, more water flows into A than it can
accommodate ; consequently some of it must ascend through K.
The amount so passing will depend upon the relative diameters

of the two plungers. In considering the quantity pumped during
each stroke, it must be observed that the two hollow plungers

displace just as much as if they were solid, because they are

always filled with water; therefore the effective area of each is:

/outside diametnv
X n.

[

Let P and p represent these areas of the large and the small

plunger respectively and L the length of the stroke. When A B
makes its up-stroke, a quantity of water equal to L /* is drawn up
into K ; during the down-stroke the amount rising into K is equal

to the difference of the volumes displaced by the two plungers

—

viz., L P-Ljo or 1, (P-p). If it is desired that the delivery

shall be the same at each stroke, whether up or down, we must

make

Lp = UV-p).
From this we get,

2 Lj) -LP.
P
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In other words, the area oi" the section of the small plunger must be

Fig. 535. Fig. 536.

^

ll^n—

^

K S=

-B

one-half that of the large one. This is carried out in practice ; in

one of the large pumps at IMansfeld the diameter of the huge
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plunger is 0*90 m. (2ft. ii^in.), and that of the small one

064 m. (2ft. lin.). The areas are therefore o'63 sq. m. and
032 sq. m.

It is possible to dispense with the main rod altogether by
interposing the rising main between the two plungers, one being
placed at the bottom of the shaft and the other at the top ; but
this plan does not meet with general approval, because, although

it saves the cost of a main rod, it subjects a long column of pipes

alternately to tension and compression, with the result of trouble

from leakages.

{d) Accessory Arrangements : Counterbalances, Catches,
&c.
Counterbalances.—The weight of the main rod, with its

strapping plates or other connections, is generally greater than is

required for the purpose of forcing up the column of water in

the pumps, and overcoming the friction of the various parts of the

Fig. 537.

machinery. It becomes necessary, therefore, both in order to

avoid useless waste of power in lifting the main rod, and to prevent
its descending with too great a speed, to counterbalance so much of

the weight as is not actually employed in doing useful work. The
commonest form of counterbalance is a " bob " such as shown in

Fig. 537. It is a beam d d working upon pivots {gudgeons) k, which
lie in brasses ; the end e, called the nose of the bob, is attached to

the main rod by a long connecting rod, whilst g is a, box which
is filled, or partly filled, with old iron or stones. The beam is

stiffened by the upright " king post " a, and the straps b c
; ////

are staples and glands fastening the casting m to the beam, and i

is the " bishop's head " at the top of the " king post." Cast-iron

beams, precisely like the beams of an engine, fulfil the same office

at some mines, and the counterbalance is a huge piece of cast-iron

(Fig. 544). There is usually a " balance bob " at the surface, and
others are fixed at intervals in large recesses (bob-plats) cut out
in the side of the shaft.

West and Darlington have introduced the counterbalance shown
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in Fig. 538 ; a is a plunger attached to the main i"od of the pump
by aset-otf, 6 is a horizontal pipe connecting the two plunger-cases,

e is the second plunger carrying the box /, which is weighted as

required
; g g are its guides. The slight losses of water are made

up from the pipe h, which communicates with a cistern, or, when
this method cannot be used, a little plunger j will draw up and
force in the necessary supply. Eig. 539 represents the same kind

of counterpoise applied to an inclined shaft.

Fig. 538.

Fig. 539.

Hydraulic counterpoises have been found to be the most
advantageous with the huge pumping engines of 1000 horse-power
at Mansfeld. Probably at no mines in the world has the question

of pumping on a large scale been more carefully studied than in

that district,* and the engineers have come to the conclusion that

it is advisable to make their wrought-iron i^ods act invai'iably by
tension and never by compression. They therefore have a weight
at the end of the rod, and the rod + the weight must be so

balanced that the machine has no work but that of raising the
water and overcoming the friction.

* Hammer, "Die neueren Wasserhaltnngen beim Mansfelder Kupfer-
schieferbergbau," Der iv. aUfjemeinc Deutache Bergmunntitag, in Halle, Huulc,

1SS9. Fcslbcricht uiul VcrJiaiullungcn, p. 39.
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I

Fig. 540.

The special counterpoise known as the Bochkoltz regenerator
(Fig. 540 *) is added to some pumps for the purpose of aiding the
main rod on beginning its downward course, when it has not only
to overcome the weight of the water in the column, but also to

open the clacks. The regenerator has been applied on the
assumption that at this moment there is an excess of work, because
the pressure of the water on the under side of the valve is acting

upon a smaller area than the water on the upper side, the
difference being the area of the beat. Bochkoltz attaches a very
heavy weight to the counterpoise at the surface, at right angles

to the beam. If the balance beam in Fig. 537 is reversed, so

that the king-post hangs down-
wards, and if a weight is fixed to

the bishop's head, you have a

Bochkoltz regenerator. In Fig. 540
A is the cylinder of a Bull engine

;

B, the piston-rod ; 0, the main
rod of the pumps; D, the beam;
E, a weighted box ; F, a weighted
box.

Suppose that the plunger has
finished its up-stroke. The Boch-
koltz weight now hangs like a pen-

dulum about to begin an oscillation,

and in descending under the action

of gravity it assists the main rod
in its work ; as it approaches a
vertical position its influence is

lessened, and finally it creates a
resistance when it has to be raised

again. It does good at the begin-

ning of the stroke by helping the

weight of the rods, and it does good
at the end of the stroke by dimin-
ishing the velocity gradually,and by
bringing the pumping machinery to a standstill without a shock.
The idea that there is an excess of pressure upon the clacks at

first is not borne out by experiments, but the regenerator has
the advantage of enabling the engine to be started at a higher
speed than would be safe without it ; the mean speed is thus
increased, and the engine is able to make a larger number of

strokes safely per minute.

The same effect as that of the Bochkoltz regenerator is

obtained in a very simple manner by M. Rossigneux,! who gives

the beam a curved bearing surface which rolls upon a plane

* Gallon, Lectures on Mining, Atlas, vol. ii., plate Ixxxii.

+ Exposition UnivcrstUe de 1889. Notice siir la ISociete Anovyme dcs
IlovUltres dc Montmmhert ct de hi llcrcmdiere, Saint-Eticnne, 1SS9, "p. 52.
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(Figs. 541 and 542). By this device the ratio of tlie lengths of the

two arms of the beams is always varying : at the commencement
of the down-stroke, the weight of the main rod is acting with a

long leverage compared with that of the counterpoise, at the end

of the stroke the conditions are reversed. The excess of pressure

due to the length of leverage accelerates the motion at first, and

then, as this leverage diminishes, the weight of the counterpoise

becomes more and more felt and the rod is stopped gradually.

The same efi'ects occur during the up-stroke of the main rod.

The counterpoise begins by accelerating the motion, then its

Fig. 541.

influence is less and less felt until the rod stops. Rossigneux's
system can be applied to any existing beam with comparatively little

expense ; indeed it was first adopted in the case of a Cornish
pumping engine, which was becoming incapable of coping with an
additional influx of water, owing to the deepening of the shaft.

The variable counterpoise rendered it possible to increase the
number of strokes per minute with safety, and so enabled the
engine to do more work.

Catches.—Provision must be made for a possible breakage of

the main rod, which might have very disastrous results for the
mine. If such an accident happened without any of the ordinary
safeguards, the beam would come down with great force and
play havoc in the engine-house, whilst the main rod dropping in

the shaft would be sure to do damage to the pumps.
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Fig. 543.

The indoor end of the engine-beam is therefore fitted with two
projecting arms of iron, which come down so as almost to touch
two strong beams at every stroke ; if a breakage happens, they
arrest the motion of the engine-beam before it has had time to do
any harm.

Catches are also fixed in the shaft ; they are strong beams of

timber c c (Fig. 543, and S, Figs. 546 to 550),
stretching across the shaft and resting in good
" hitches," with the main rod a working between
them. The wings b h are attached to the main rod

by straps with bolts (" staples and glands "), and are

so adjusted that the end of the wing almost touches

the catch at the end of each down-stroke of the rod.

A catch of this kind limits the possible fall of the

main rod to the length of the stroke. Catches

placed in the reverse direction are also useful in

supplementing the action of those placed upon the

beam in the engine-house.

Lastly, it must be recollected that large pumping
machinery requires tackle capable of dealing with
the heavy weights which have to be moved. High
shears erected at the top of the pit enable pieces ^ f
of main rod, often 60 feet in length, or heavy

| /^

H-pieces, to be raised and lowered by means of a [,

strong hempen or steel rope worked by a capstan r_ ^^
moved by men, or better by a drum driven by a ''•'''

special steam engine.

Hammer, of Mansfeld, strongly recommends that every large

pumping engine should have its hydraulic press for lifting the
beam, when changing the brasses or making repairs, the slight

extra cost being amply repaid by the convenience of having such
an appliance always ready at hand ; a similar press for raising the
heavy fly-wheel, if used, is likewise desirable.

Pumping Plant.—After these general considerations about
pumps, it will be well to take an example and show how the various

parts are combined in order to carry on the work of drainage.

The seven Figures, 544 to 550, illustrate the pumping plant at

Shakemantle Mine in the Forest of Dean, erected by Mr, Thomas
Smith, the manager, to whom I am indebted for drawings, and
for verbal explanations on the spot.

The shaft is oval, 22 feet 6 inches by 1 1 feet 6 inches; it is

" steened " or walled from top to bottom with sandstone, the stone
being set in ordinary mortar where the ground is dry, and in

hydraulic mortar where it is wet. The engine is a low-pressure

condensing beam engine, with a 70-inch (i-8o m.) cylinder A,
working, with a 12-feet {2,'^S ^^^O stroke, the heavy fly-wheel B,
which can be driven at as slow a speed as three revolutions a
minute. The mnin rod C is made of round wrought iron.
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Fia. 544.
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8 inches in diameter at the top,

diminished gradually to 6 inches

at the bottom, D is a beam or
" bob " for counterbalancing so

much of their weight as is not

required for raising the water

and overcoming friction. There

are three plungers, each 27

inches (o'686 m.) in diameter,

arranged in a straight line with

the main rod ; this is managed by-

attaching the rod to a cross-head

E (Fig. 547) above each plunger,

and bringing down two rods F F,

one on each side of the H -piece

G, to a lower crosshead E'—from

which the main rod is continued

in the same line as before. The
other parts are as follows : H,
plunger; I, cast-iron supporting

girder, resting upon cast- iron

shoes built into the sides of the

shaft ; J, cistern made of cast-

iron plates bolted together, with

the joints lined with cement, and
screwed down to the top of the

column K; L (Fig. 546), spring

to steady the cistern ; M, hang-

ing rods which have the same
object ; N, windbore in the cis-

tern ; 0, windbore at the bottom
of the shaft; P, the door for

changing the bottom valve ; Q,
door for changing the top valve

;

R, door to a butterfly valve,

which keeps up the water in the

column while the valve at Q is

being changed ; S, beams across

the shaft to catch the rod by the

cross-plates T in case of a break-

age ; U, air-chamber.

The general substitution of

iron for timber effects a great

economy of space in the shaft

;

the fly-wheel, which prevents any
jerk at the beginning of a stroke,

the air-chambers, and the ar-

rangement of the plungers in the

FIG. 543.
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same straight line as the rods, all aid in securing a freedom from
vibration and a smoothness of motion which are highly conducive

to good working. The result is that the dryness of the shaft and
the absence cf noise are remarkable, considering the large quantity

of water lifted—viz , nearly looo gallons (4^ cubic metres) of

water per minute when the engine is going at the speed of only 4
strokes. Some idea will be gained of the massiveness of the pit-

work by mentioning'that the H-piece alone weighs i6i tons.

Class II.—Force Pumps worked by an Engine at or
near the bottoai of the Workings.—The advantage of being

able to dispense with the ponderous main rod, its counterpoises,

catches and succession of plungers, is only too obvious, to say

nothing of economy in first cost and more speedy erection ; and
this second class of pumping machinery is being more and more
largely used where circumstances admit of its adoption. The
objection to the system is the danger of the machinery being
" drowned," and so rendered useless, by any unusual influx of

water, because a mishap of this kind would involve the erection of

new pumping plant for draining the mine. Where the engine is

at the surface, such a contingency as the drowning or partial

drowning of the workings is not irremediable. It was this con-

sideration which led the authorities at Mansfeld to have some of

their engines above ground ; for in that district huge cavities full

of water [Schlotten) may be encountered unexpectedly at any
moment and for a time overpower all the available pumping plant.

On the other hand, at Mechern'ch, under difierent conditions, the

Cornish engines at the surface have been given up and replaced

with great advantage by underground machines.

Underground pumping engines are divided, according to the

source of power, into those worked by steam, water, compressed

air, electricity or by petroleum engines.

Steam.—At the present day we have to deal mainly with
steam engines when speaking of pumping on a large scale. The
steam may be generated above or below ground; if the boilers are

placed above ground, great care has to be taken in jacketing the

steam pipe which comes down the shaft, in order to prevent loss

of, heat by radiation and the consequent unprofitable expenditure

of fuel.

It is necessary to mention two types of engines which are most
commonly met with : (

i
) horizontal engines without fly-wheel

; (2)
horizontal engines with fly-wheel. The engine may be simple or

compound, but the latter class is naturally more in repute.

(i) In this first class comes the difl'erential engine of Davey,
which has been already described in speaking of engines used at

the surface. Instead of working the pump by the intei'mediary

of the bob and the main rod, the plunger is attached in a line

with the piston-rod, and forces the water up the column. The
height to which such a column can be taken is governed by the
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strength of the pipes, and the difficulties of making joints

sufficiently tight to resist pressures measured by hundreds of

pounds to the square inch. At La Louviere Mine in Belgium
the column is 630 yards (576 m.) high, and probably there are

few much higher than this at the present day; such a column
means a pressure at the bottom of 55 6 atmospheres, or 81 7 pounds
to the square inch.

Davey provides for the possible drowning of the lower part of a
mine, through an inrush or unusual influx of water, by placing

liis main engine at a sufficient height above the bottom to render
it practically safe from flooding ; he lifts the water to it from
the bottom by means of an auxiliary pumo. This latter pump is

worked by hydraulic power transmitted by pipes, and it will

perform its v/ork efficiently even if it is drowned.
There are many of these direct-acting pumps without fly-wheels

in the market, such as those of Knowles, Tangye and Worthing-
ton, but want of space prevents my describing them.

(2) Fly-wheels are added in order to secure that smooth and
regular action which is so conducive to the efficiency of machinery.
Figs. 551 and 552 give a general idea of one of the under-
ground pumping engines at Mansfeld. It is a horizontal com-
pound engine working four plungei^s or rams. A is the high- -

pressure cylinder, 2 feet 11^ inches (900 mm.) in diameter, B the
low-pressure cylinder, 3 feet 9^- inches (i'i5o m.) in diameter, (J

is the fly-wheel, D and E are ciossheads connected by the rods F
and G, and similarly H and I are crossheads connected by the
rods J and K; LM N O are the four rams, each 9I inches (o"25 m.)
in diameter, having the same stroke as the pistons of the en-

gine, 4 feet i;^ inches (i"25o m.). P P' and Q Q' are delivery

pipes leading to a main delivery pipe R, which goes to the rising

main in the shaft. "When the engine is working at the rate of

30 revolutions per minute, it is calculated that it raises 1540
gallons (7 cubic metres) of water per minute to a total height of

612 feet (i86"5m.). The specific gravity of the water is 1*2.

This type of pumping engine is likewise found satisfactory on
all points at Mechernich. When a Cornish engine was employed
the consumption of coal was 4 kil. per effective horse-j)Ower,

measured in water actually raised, now it is only 2 "i kil. A strong
door is erected outside the pump-room, which can be closed so as

to shut it off for some time even when the water rises considerably.

Riedler bases his system of constructing pumps upon some of

the same considerations as those which guided Burckhnrdt and
Weiss in improving air-compressors ; he works his valves by
gearing, and so secures the adv'antage of driving his pumps at very
much higher speeds than are possible with valves which open and
close of themselves. As in the case of the air-compressor, this

rapidity of stroke enables a smaller machine to be employed for

doing a given amount of woi'k.
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Pulsometer.—The pulsometer (Fig. 553) is a form of pninp
used at mines for heights not exceeding 70 or 80 feet, and usually-

only for temporary purposes. The steam arriving by the pipe e

presses directly upon the surface of the water in a chamber a,

L =»

and drives it through an opening d and a valve into the rising

main. When the discharge is all but complete, the steam
passing with the water through d creates a disturbance and in

consequence is condensed ; this causes a ball-valve / at the
top of the adjoining chamber to pass over and shut off

the entry of the steam. Tlie steam now enters tlie adioining
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chamber, and, acting as before, forces its contents up the
rising main. In the meantime the steam in the first

chamber is being condensed, and its place is taken by water
drawn up the suction pipe

c / b is an air-chamber,

g g are the suction-valves,

and h h stops which arrest

them. The action is re-

peated first in one chamber
and then in the other, so

that a continuous stream
of water is forced up.

The pulsometer will

pump muddy or gritty

water, it occupies little

space, is very portable, and
is easily fixed; in fact, it

may be even hung in a

shaft from a chain ; it dis-

poses of its own exhaust

steam, it requires no special

attendant, and so long as it

is supplied with steam it

will go on working. Under
these circumstances it is

evident that the pulso-

meter is capable of ren-

dering very useful services

to the miner.

Water.—Some success-

ful applications of the

method of working pumps underground by hydraulic power
transmitted from the surface have been carried out at mines in

Scotland and on the Comstock lode in Nevada.* A horizontal

engine erected at the surface (Fig. 554) works two rams d d\ and
these force water down the two pipes E E' to the underground
rams D D CD'; g g are valves through which water is supplied

to the piessure-pipes from cisterns. The plungers of D D and
D' D' are attached to a cross-head C which carries the two pump-
ing plungers A and 13. The ram d forces water into the two
power rams D, and the ram d' into the two opposite rams D'.

If water is being driven down by d, the cross-head will be

moved towards B ; the mine-water will be forced up by its

* Joseph Moore, "On Hydraulic Machinery for Deep Mining," Tram.
Inst. Eng. and >Sh>phuMers in iicotland, vol. xxv., 1882, p. 177. R. T.

Moore, " On an Improved Arrangement for Working Underground Pumps
by Means of Hydraulic Pre.ssure," Trans. Min. Inst. Scotland, vol. v., 1884,

p. 290. " Moore s Hydraulic Pump," Enrjineeriwj, vol. xli., 1886, p. 126.
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plunger, and sucked up by A. At the same time the power
water in D' D' will be driven back a little way, ready to move
in the opposite direction as soon as cV makes its stroke. The
underground pump thus follows precisely the movement of the

engine at the surface ; the pressure in the transmitting pipes is

not less than looo lbs. per square inch, and this enables small

pipes to be employed. The pumps may be placed as desired, and
the system has been used not only for permanent work, but also

in the case of sinking a shaft.

Compressed Air and Electricity.—Pumps driven by com-
pressed air or electricity are very cou\-enient in situations where
steam power is foi'bidden by the conditions of the workings,

such as were set forth at length in a previous chapter. The

Fig. 554.

^///////////////////^^^^^

D D

pumps worked by electricity mostly take the form of three

lams, driven from a common crank shaft, fixed upon the same
bed-plate as the motor. The high speed of the motor is reduced

by gearing, so as to give the crank shaft a number of revolu-

tions per minute suitable for pumping. The choice between
compressed air or electricity will depend in many cases upon
what plant is in use at the mine for other purposes. If com-

pressed air is being generated for boring machines or haulage,

it is only natural to make use of it instead of putting up a
special engine to drive a dynamo.
Where compressed air is laid on in a mine, it is easy to employ it

for working a Knowles, Cameron, Tangye, or other direct-acting

pump; but water may be raised in a still simpler fashion by the

Pohle pump, which is giving satisfaction at mines in Colorado,*

and in supplying factories near New York. It is merely a pipe

* E. Le Neve Foster, MS- Xotcs, and Browne and Behr, "Dr. Polile's

Air-lift Pump," Trans, Tcchidcul »S'oc. Fac. Coast, vol. vii., Feb. 1S90.
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full of water with a jet of air at the bottom. A B (Fig. 555) is the

iso-ailled well, a piece of ordinary wroiight-iron pipe 3 inches in

(liuiiieter ; it is connected by a bend to the T-piece C, through the

bottom of which passes a piece of |-inch pipe, bringing in air at

a pressure varying from 30 to 70 lbs. per square inch. The
water-column proper is made of

2-inch pi]>e, D E F. which turns

over at the top and dischni-ges

into another well G. The height

from the bottom of C to the top

of the water in G is 100 f et,

but as the level of the top of the

water in the well A B is 50 feet

above 0, the actual lift efffcted

by the air is only 50 feet. By a

succession of such lifts the water

can be raised to any desired

height. This pump commends
itself by its simplicity, by the

ease and cheapness with which
it can be constructed, and by the

absence of any expense for keep-

ing it in order.

For some time past Messrs.

Evans and Veitch have been
raising water at Cae Coeh Mine,
in Carnarvonshire, by the direct

action of compre.^sed air. Their
latest pump (Figs. 556 and 557)
consists of two forcing chambers
A and A' submerged in water,

each provided with an inlet valve,

B and B', and a discharge valve,

C and C', which lead into a com-
mon rising main D. Compressed
air, brought into the two cham-
bers alternately by the pipes E
and E', presses upon the surface

of the water and forces it up
the pipe F or F' into D. The
compressed air is turned alternately into E or E' by the action

of a valve worked by the independent cylinder G, placed in any
convenient situation. H (Fig. 557) is a pipe bringing air from
the compressor to the valve-chest I, with its piston valve J. In
the position shown, E' is receiving air by the port e, whilst E
communicates with atmosphere through e. The valve J is moved
by the tappets K K'', which are struck by the crosshead L,
attached to the rod which is common to the two pistons M and N.
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Gl'^te7i::f.ttf\Tr^^' - »'° the cylinder

Fig. 556. ^5^^^^ ^y the piston
^ if the cock R i.s

open. The travel of
the piston in N can
be regulated by the
cock

; the more nearly
it is closed the slower
will the piston move.
h\ order to make
sure that the valve
shall not stick partly
open, two sets of
holes, s^ s^ 53 ^4^ g^,^

provided, and when
the piston passes, for
instance, between «»

and s\ the oil can
make its way round

.
without going
through the cock;
the decrease in the
resist^ince quickens
the stroke and makes
It sharp and decisive
at the end.

With the object of
economising the com-
pressed air, the in-
ventors propose in
some cases to take
the exhaust from the
P'pes E and E' direct
to the compressing
cylinder, allow it to
expand behind the
piston and so return
a little of the power
expended in compres-
sing it. The two

very well be joined to<^ether in nr.o .-
''^'''™^^r« ^ A' may

pulsometer,andtheymafof
c^^^^^^^^

^^ the
than is shown in the fiJIu-e

^ ^'"" "^^^'^ deeply submerged

1 auu. lla.s term means the number
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of pounds of water raised i foot high by the consumption of 112
pounds of coal ; as used by Watt the quantity of coal was i

bushel, reckoned at 94 pounds. In the early part of this century-

much interest was evinced in Cornwall with reference to the
work done by the various pumping engines of the county, and
there was great rivalry among the engineers, who vied with each

other in getting the highest duty from the engines and the
machinery under their charge. The consequence of various im-
provements in engines and boilers resulted in reaching duties

which approached and even for short periods exceeded 100 millions.

The performance of each engine was ascertained by attaching

a counter to the beam, which registered the number of its

oscillations ; the counter was kept under lock and key and
examined monthly by an independent observer. The number of

strokes made by the engine was thus known. The work done
in pumping was calculated from the number and depth of the

various lifts, the size of the plungers and the stroke of the
engine, and a record was kept of the amount of coal consumed.
With these data the duty could be determined, and the figures

were published every month. Nowadays this spirit of emulation
among Cornish agents seems to have disappeared, few engines

are "reported," and the duties recorded do not as a rule exceed

50, 60, or 70 millions.

Though the knowledge of the duty is valuable in indicating the

general efficiency of the pumping plant, the mere determination

of this figure does not give all the information that ought to be

in the hands of the mining engineer, for it does not tell him
where he can and should make improvements. When he finds a

difference in the respective " duties " of two pumping engines at his

mine, there is nothing to tell him whether the fault of the less efi'ec-

tive plant lies in the coal, the engine, the boilers, the transmitting

arrangements, or the pumps themselves. It is important, there-

fore, that the engines should be indicated, and that the indicated

horse-power of the engine should be compared with the actual

useful efiect in water raised. Hammer * has found that the power
consumed in some cases by the mere friction of the guides in the

shaft is as much as 24 to 30 per cent, of the total power given out

by the engine. Too much importance cannot, therefore, be paid

to the accurate fixing of the main rod and its guides.

Slip.—In calculating the delivery of a plunger it is usual to

make an allowance for the lunning back of some of the water

through the valve, from its not closing completely when the

down-stroke commences. This is what is known as "slip," and
it is sometimes estimated at 20 per cent, of the actual deHvery,

though in reality scarcely appreciable in the best pumps, f

Co-operative Pumping.—Owing to the subdivision of pro-

* Op. cit., p. 45.

t Rankine, .1 Manual of Civil Eiujinrerinfj, London, 1S83, p. 735.
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lierty in this country and want of appreciation of the importance
of the subject, too little attention has been paid to what may be

called co-opei-ative drainage. One successful application of the

principle, the Halkyn Tunnel, has been mentioned, and another
instance deserves to be noticed, though in this case the mineral is

coal. The South Staffordshire Mines Drainage Commission is a

corporate body constituted under several Acts of Parliament,*

passed during the last twenty years, for the purpose of

facilitating the drainage of mines in parts of South Sraflbrdshire

and East Worcestershire. The Commissioners have power under
their Acts to le\-y a rate of qc?. for every ton of coal, slack and
ironstone raised within a certain district, and yl. for every ton of

fireclay and limestone. In order to have some check upon the

statements of output made by the mine-owners, the Commissioners

have by their last Act obtained the right of placing inspectors

to report upon the quantities of minerals raised.

It is not merely by erecting pumping engines of the most
approved and economical types at suitable centres that the

Commissioners have done good work ; but the results of their

labours in preventing surface water from finding its way down
are well worth recording. To use their own words, " By carrying

out surface drainage works, such as rendering water-tight the

canals and streams throughout the district, draining large ponds

of accumulated water on the surface, diverting or enlarging such

watercourses as caused oveifiows in seasons of great rainfalls, and
such other works as were necessary to reduce the volume of

water flowing into the mines by percolation to a minimum
amount," they reduced "the average quantity of water which has

to be pumped in the Tipton di.-trict every 24 hours from

22,705,000 gallons in 1875 to 11,643,000 in 18S2, a decrease of

nearly 50 per cent." When considering this remarkable and
very satisfactory result, the special circumstances of the district

must not be left out of sight. In no mining district in this

country are the efTects of subsidence more apparent than they

are in places where the thick coal of South Statfoidshire has been

woi-ked underne:ith, and therefore the cracked and fissured

overlying strata were ready to exaggerate the evils of percolation

;

but at the same time this very fact rendered the application of a

remedy all the more difficult.

According to the Annual Report published in i892,t 27^-

tons of v.'ater were i-aised for every ton of mineral extracted from
the mines, and at a cost, so far as the Commissioners' engines were
concerned, of o'lS of a penny, or less than one farthing, per ton

of water raised.

* 36 & 37 Vict., c. 150; 41 &42 Yict., c. Si
; 45 & 46 Vict., c 131 ; 54 &

55 Vict., c. 135.

t Cullicry Gaurdlan, vol. Ixiv., 1S92, p. 64S.
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CHAPTER X.

VENTILATION.

Atmosphere of mines— Causes of pollution of the air in mines—Natural
ventilation—Artificial ventilation by furnaces and by machines—Fans
—Testing for fire-flamp—Determination of carbonic acid and oxygen
—Anemometers—Water-gauge—Efhciency of fans—Friction.

ATMOSPHERE OF MINES.—The composition of the air

of the atmosphex'e is about one-fifth by volume of oxygen and
four-fifths of nitrogen, with a little carbonic acid gas ; more
exactly, the standard amount of oxygen may be taken at 20-9 per

cent., and that of the carbonic acid gas at 0-03 to 0*04 per

cent.

The atmosphere of mines is subject to various influences which
are constantly rendering it less fit for supporting life ; not only

do noxious gases escape from the rocks into the underground
excavations, but the very agents themselves employed in the
execution of the work pollute the air considerably.

Gases sometimes given off in mines are : carbonic acid, marsh
gas, nitrogen, sulphuretted hydrogen, and the vapours of mercury
and volatile hydro-carbons.

Carbonic Acid is known to exude from coal, and is also met
with in beds and veins of other minerals. It is common, for

instance, in the Sicilian sulphur mines,* where it is called by the
miners rinchiusu.

At the lead mines of Pontgibaud, in Central France, it is so

abundant that special fans have to be provided for getting rid of

it ; very distinct issues of this gas may be observed at the Foxdale
lead mines in the Isle of Man.f Emanations of this gas from
"lochs" or "vugs" have been repoi'ted to me as occurring at

Great Laxey mine, in the Isle of Man, and at Pennerly and
Roman Gravel mines in Shropshire; however, in none of

these, as far as I am aware, has the issue been so strong or so

lasting as at Foxdale. In the Alston Moor district, according
to Mr. Wallace, the quantity of carbonic acid discharged both

* Baldacci, Dei^crizione geologica dell'Jsola di JSicilia, Home, 1886, p. "^62.

t C. Le Neve Foster, " An Emanation of Carbonic Acid at Foxdale Mine,
in the Isle of Man," Trans. E. Ge.ol. Soc. Cornwall vol. x., p. 175.
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by the veins ai:i(l the enclosing rocks is occasionally very con-

siderable.*

Carbonic acid is thought by Blountf to exist sometimes in

the liquid state in minute pores or fissures of chalcopyrite, and
he ascribes the decrepitation of certain kinds of pyrites, when
heated, to its presence. No doubt such pyrites would be
capable of giving off the gas slowly at the ordinary temperatures
of mines.

The hot springs and their accompanying gases at Sulphur
Bank mine| in California are very remarkable. An analysis

of the gas gave :

Carbon dioxide 89*34
Hydrogen sul^jhide .... 0-23

Marsh-gas ...... 7*94
Nitrogen 2-49

Some of the emanations contained ammonia, and the tempera-
ture of the water escaping from cracks in one of the levels was
176° F. (80° C), or more than the highest temperature observed
at mines on the Comstock lode.

Marsh-gas is the main constituent of fire-damp, which is by no
means confined to coal mines, as some might suppose. In this

country it is found in small quantities in the stratified ironstone

of the Cleveland district, and also in the Cheshire salt mines. As
minute bubbles of the gas may be noticed in the brine which is

pumped up from bore-holes near Middlesbrough, it is probable

that it accompanies rock-salt in that region also. Mill Close

lead mine,§ in Derbyshire, was the scene of a disastrous explosion

of fire-damp, some years ago, by which five men were killed, and
in 1884 two men were burnt by the gas taking fire in a level at

Hoiway Consols Mine,|| near Holywell in Flintshire, where a fatal

accident had happened from an explosion fifteen years previously.

At the famous Van Mine^ in Montgomeryshire, fire-damp was
found at the adit, and at nearly every level below, while " tapping "

the lode ; in other words, while making the first drivages in it

The miners regard it as a sure harbinger of lead ore.

Even the tin mines of Cornwall are not entirely free from tire-

damp. Inflammable gas was given off by the bed of stream-tin

* jT/te Laws which liegulate the Deposition of Lead Ore in, Veins, London,
1861, p. 130.

t " Decrepitations in Samples of so-called Explosive Pyrites," Jour. Chem.
/Sbc, vol. xlvii., 1885, p. 593 ; and 3Iin Jour. vol. Iv., 1885, p. 1297.

X Becker, " Geology of tlie Quicksilver Deposits of the Pacific Slope,"
JJun. U. S. Geol. Survetj, vol. xiii., Washington, 1888, p. 2';8.

§ Reports of 11.31. Inspectors of Mines for the Year 1887, p. 316.

II
Jhid., 1884, p. 204.

if C. Le Neve Foster, " Notes on the Van Mine," Trans, li. GcuL /Sjc.

Cuniwall, vol. x., p. 36.
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worked under the mud of Restronguet Creek,* near Falmoutl), in

1873, and three comparatively slight explosions took place at Ding
Dong Mine,t near Penzance, about the year i860, on re-opening

a level which had long been under water ; but in this case, as in

some others which will be mentioned, the gas seems to have been
formed by the decomposition of the timber supports of the level.

Turning to the Continent, it is not surprising to meet with
large quantities of inflammable gas in oil-wells and in ozokerite

mines. The work of sinking oil-wells in RoumaniaJ is much
impeded by emanations of marsh-gas ; artificial ventilation becomes
necessary when a depth of 50 feet (15 m.) is reached, and the first

thing the men have to do in the morning is to work the fan for

three hours. Even then the sinker cannot stay down more than
about two hours at a time, and when the bottom of the shaft is

approaching the oil-bearing stratum, he cannot stay more than a
quarter of an hour. He is always fastened to a rope, and two
men at the surface are constantly on the alert to draw him up at

once, if he makes the least sign by pulling it. The sinker is

sometimes quite giddy when he reaches the surface.

The conditions at the petroleum wells of Burma are still more
unfavourable. There is so much gas that breathing is difficult,

and the longest time a young and strong man can stay below
without becoming unconscious is 290 seconds. Often a man can
work only i or 2 minutes ; he can be lowered to a depth of 200
feet in | minute and raised in i to i^ minutes; in the upper
parts of a well, where there is no gas or only a little, he can
remain below much longer.

§

There are probably few, if any, mines more fiery than the
ozokerite pits of Boryslaw. Explosions have often happened, and
the mines have to be worked with safety lamps. However, it is

likely that both here, and in the oil regions, the inflammability of

the atmosphere is due not only to marsh-gas, but also to
the vapour of volatile hydrocarbons given off by the crude
petroleum, which maybe seen on the floor of the workings. Mere
marsh-gas alone would not account for the spirituous taste of

the air and the slight smarting of the eyes which are noticed
underground. The effect of the gases is to produce all sorts of

hallucinations and make the men wander in their talk.

The sulphur rock of Sicily
||
emits fire-damp very frequently,

* Taylor, " Description of the Tin Stream Works in Restronguet Creeic,

near Truro," Proc. Inst. Mech. Encj., 1873, P- I59-

t Higgs, "Notice of an Accumulation of Carburetted Hydrogen, or
' Fire-damp,' in the Ding Dong Mine," Trans. R. Geol. iSoc. Cornwall, vol. ix.,

p. 34-

t Exposition Universelle de Paris en 1889 : Notice sur la Poumanie, Paris,

1889, p. 60.

§ Noetling, " Oil-field of Twingoung and Beme, Burma," Pec. Geol.

Survey India, vol. xxii., 1889, p. 98.

II
Baldacci, oj). cii., p. 362.
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and the official list of disastrous explosions shows that it is an
enemy not to be despised by the miner. The gas fills cavities

existing in the bed of mineral, and also comes out of the
bituminous shale of the partings ; it is called antirnonio by the

men.
Marsh-gas accompanies salt on the Continent, as it does in

England ; a jet of the gas, which has been piped oif from a blower
and now serves for illuminating purposes, may be seen constantly

burning in the salt mine at Bex in Switzerland. Small explo-

sions have taken place in the Stassfurt district.

Several men were killed by an explosion of fire-damp in a
tunnel in the Oxford Clay,* which was in coui'se of being driven

under the Col de Cabres, on the boundary of the Departments
Drome and Isere in France, daring the year 1887, and the gas is

given off in such quantities in the clay pits at Klingenberg on the
Main f that safety lamps have to be used by the miners.

Inflammable gas is not noticed in working the copper shale

itself at Mansfeld, though the large amount of bituminous matter
which the seam contains might make one fear it would be trouble-

some ; a little has been met with in driving levels in some of the

surrounding rocks and especially in the gypsum.
Large quantities have been observed in Silver Islet mine,|

Lake Superior, where several explosions occurred ; and at Duncan
mine,§ Port Arthur, upon the same lake, vugs were noticed Lo

contain hydrocarbon gas under great pressure.

Becker records emissions of inflammable gas at several of the
quicksilver mines in California.

||
Inflammable gas, probably

marsh-gas, caused a disastrous explosion at the Bell tunnel of the

New Idria Mine, and marsh-gas escapes at the ^tna Mine. At
the Phoenix Mine inflammable gas issues from cracks in the 150
and 300-foot levels, the chief component being marsh-gas, as

shown by the following analysis :

Carbonic anhydride . . . . 074
Marsh-sas 61-49
Nitrogen » » . . . . 31 '44
Oxygen 6-2,2

Treloar ^ gives an account of an issue of inflammable gas at the

Morro Velhogold mine in Brazil; it took fire while the men were
boring a hole.

* Comptes JlenduK, Soc. Ind. Min., August 18S7.

t Colliery Guardian, vol. Ivi., 1888, p. 192.

t Macfarlane, ''Silver Islet," Trana. Anier. Inst. JJ.E., vol. viii., iSSo,

p. 241 ; JEnfj. Min. Jour., vol. xxxiv., 1882, p. 322.

§ Trans. Amer. Inst. 31. E., vol. xv., 1887, p. 673.

II

" Geology of the Quicksilver Deposits of the Tacific Slope," Man. U. S.

Ceol. Surveii, Washington, 1888, pp. 308 and 373.

H Trans. 11 Geol. ,^oc. Cornwall, vol. vii. p. 345.
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Fire-damp is frequently encountei'ed in the old woi-kings of

alluvial mines in the goldfields of Victoria ;
* in some instnnces it

is doubtless due to the decomposition of prop timber, as at Ding
Dong, and in others to the gradual alteration of driftwood or

organic matter in the alluvial beds themselves. A serious accident,

caused by a fire-damp explosion, is recorded as having injured two
men at the Try-again Company's mine, El Dorado, in the Beech-

worth Mining district.!

Nitrogen, if given off in small quantities, is likely to pass un-

noticed by the miner ; but it makes its presence felt occasionally.

Miners in Sirinesdale tunnel, near Stockport, have been troubled

by the escape of nitrogen from fissures in the rock. It has been
ascertained by analysis that the gas consists of 92 volumes of

nitrogen, 8 volumes of oxygen, and a trace of carbonic acid. It

came from openings in the roof, sides and floor, and was strong

enough, in one case, to put out a candle 18 inches away from the

fissure. The men became sick and dizzy, and their limbs were
semi-paralysed. On some occasions the fissures drew the candle-

flame in, instead of blowing gas out, suggesting a communication
with old workings in the neiglibourhood.

The highly poisonous sulphuretted hydrogen is of frequent

occurrence in the Sicilian sulphur mines, where the water is

often saturated with it. At the 3000-foot level of the Com-
stockj lode, the water is chai-ged with carbonic acid and
sulphuretted hydrogen, and has a temperature of lyo^F.
(76"7° C). A blower of the gas, met with in a copper mine at

l3ucktown,§ Tennessee, was strong enough to drive the men away
from their work for a time. Two bad accidents took place in sink-

ing a shaft at Stassfurt, through rock-salt, from sudden ii-ruptions

of the gas: on one occasion eight persons, and. on the other seven

persons, were stifled. Various fatalities are ascribed to sul-

phuretted hydrogen at the ozokerite mines of Boryslaw, but here

it is thought that the gas was generated by some process of de-

composition in old workings, which were " holed into ' by the
miners. Sulphuretted hydrogen produced in a somewhat similar

way is supposed to have been the cause of a death at a mine on
the Gympie goldfield, Queensland.

||

As a natural emanation in mines, sulphurous acid is very
rare, but Becker has noticed a pungent gas near the 150 foot

level at the Redingtou quicksilver mine in California, which
he considers must contain both it and sulphuretted hydrogen %

* Eeport of the Chief InKj)ector of Mines, Victoria, for tlie Year 1874, Mel-
bourne, 1875, p. 9.

t Reports of the Mining Recjislrarsfor the Quarter ended T,oth September,
1S85, Melbourne, p. 15.

X Becker, op. cit., p. 339.
§ Phillips, Ore Deposits, 1884, London, p. 574.

li
Frvar, Gases in Mines, Brisbane, 1890, o. S,

1[ Op. cit., p. 287.
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Sulphurous acid is generated in the underground fires of sulphur
mines in Sicily, and some will be formed in other cases of under-
ground fires, if the rock contains iron pyrites.

Small quantities of mercurial vapour are stated to be found in

quicksilver mines, and to be the reason of their unhealthiness ; but
one may also suggest that constant contact with cinnabar, inhaling

the dust of the mineral, and allowing some to enter the stomach
from eating with dirty hands, may possibly account for all the
symptoms observ'ed, without having recourse to the theory that

the vapour is present in the atmosphere of the mine.

Artificial Pollution of the Air in Mines.—The pollution

of the air is not due solely to gases introduced naturally from
the surrounding rocks ; various other causes combine to render

the atmosphere of the mine unfit for life, and among them may
be mentioned the following :

1. Respiration of the persons and animals in the pit; exhalations from
their skin, and emanations from excrement left underground.

2. Combustion of the lamps and candles used for lighting the working
places.

3. Absorption of oxygen by pyrites and other minerals.

4. Putrefaction of timber.

5. Explosion of gunpowder, dynamite, &c.
6. Stone dust from boring.

1,2. Dr. Angus Smith* reckons that two men working eight

hours, and using ^ lb. of candles and 12 ozs. of gunpowder, produce

2
5
"39 2 cubic feet of carbonic acid at 70° F.—viz., io'32 by

breathing, i2'276 by candles, and 2-796 by gunpowder.

It is considered by some medical authorities that the injurious

effects of breathing an atmosphere polluted by the products

of respii-ation, are due more to organic matter than to the

small proportion of carbonic acid it contains. The quantity

of carbonic acid serves, however, as an index of the amount of

organic pollution, and when the aii' of a room is found to contain

o"o6 per cent, by volume of the gas, the atmosphere is said to be

unhealthy. Care should be taken to prevent the men from
habitually using the workings as latrines, and to apply suitable

disinfectants if the rule has been disobeyed.

3. Where the ventilation is sluggish, the absorption of oxygen
by pyrites, or by ferruginous minerals passing to a higher state of

oxidation, is sometimes very marked.

4. More important is the foulness of the underground atmo-

sphere produced by the decay of the timber supports. The rapidity

with which timber rots underground in certain circumstances

has already been mentioned ; the practice of leaving the useless

decaying timber to infect the new pieces that are put in, turns a

• Report of the Commissionem appointed to inquire into the Condition of
all Mines in Great Britain to ichich the Provisions of the Act 2^ & 2^ Vict.

c. 151 do not apphi, Apjiendix B., London, 1864, p. 224.
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level in some instances into a hotbed of putrescent matter, offensive

to the smell, and injurious to the health of the men. Steel

supports should be welcomed, if only for ridding mines of one
source of pollution of the atmosphere. One of the recommenda-
tions of the Ventilation Board in Victor-ia is that all the bark
should be removed from the timber before it is sent down undex--

ground.*

5. The nature of the gases and solid residues produced in

blasting has been already explained in Chapter IV., and the
statement made by some manufacturers that their explosives

produce " no noxious fumes " is evidently misleading. In the
case of gunpowder, we have the smoke made up of fine particles of

carbonate and sulphide of potassium with some sulphur, whilst

the explosive force has been due to the formation of a number
of invisible gases, especially carbonic acid, carbonic oxide and
nitrogen, with sulphuretted hydrogen, marsh-gas and hydrogen.

Nitro-cotton should produce nothing by its explosion but
carbonic acid, carbonic oxide, hydrogen and nitrogen ; and nitro-

glycerine only carbonic acid, nitrogen, and oxygen. But when
imperfectly detonated the resultant gases are more noxious ; both
explosives generate a large proportion of nitric oxide, and carbonic

oxide is liberated in considei-able cjuantity. Dynamite produces

the same gases as nitro-glycerine, but, in addition, it sends into

the atmosphere, in a very finely divided state, the 25 per cent.

of infusorial earth which it contains. Tonite, made from gun-
cotton and nitrate of barium, produces solid carbonate of

barium, and the quantity is estimated to be 55 per cent, of

its weight.t

More has been written of late years about the fumes of roburite

than about those of any other explosive, and many useful observa-

tions have been made concerning it. After a close examination and
an analysis of the fumes produced by tonite and roburite. Prof.

Bedson and two medical menj have come to the conclusion that
these two explosives are no worse for the health of the miner
than gunpowder. With all three explosives they found traces of

carbonic oxide in the air, and they recommend in consequence
that an interval of five minutes be allowed to elapse before the
men return to their working places after firing. The ore-miner,

in studying these conclusions, must not forget that the recommend-
ation is made in the case of working-places which were being swept
out by air-currents of iioo to 5000 cubic feet per minute

—

in other words, the moral is, that if no such currents exist, a
longer interval should be given. No nitrobenzene was detected

* Report of the Ventilation of Mines Board, Melbourne, 1888, p. x.

t " An Investigation as to whether the Fumes produced from the Use of
Roburite and Tonite in Coal Mines are injurious to Health," Trans. Fed.
Inst. Min. Eng., vol. ii., 1S91, p. 3S0.

+ Ibidem, p. 388.
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in analysing the air after firing robuiite, though its odour was
noticed on some occasions.

6. We now, lastly, come to stone du>t, which is certainly not

the least noxious of the impurities of the atmosphere breathed

by the miner. It is foi-med in the process of boring holes for

])lasting, by the i-hots themselves and by the attrition of pieces

of ruck tumbling al)Out during the ordinary processes of mining.

However, it is pi-obable that the first cause is the one from which
the miner is most likely to suffer injury : when he is boring a hole

downwards he puts in water, which serves the double purpose of

facilitating his work and of preventing any dust fr-om being

formed; but when he bores an " upper " by hand, water is not

used, and even where machine drills are employed, it is not always

that one sees a jet of water under pressure applied to the bore-

hole. The result is that the atmosphere of an "end " or other

working place may contain a quantity of fine particles of stone

in suspension, which ai-e inhaled into the lungs, and irritate

the air-passages ; very probably they are the principal cause of

the comp'aint known as " miner's asthma " or " miner's con-

sumption."

Having pointed out the manner in which the atmosphere of

mines is constantly being deteriorated, it is necessary to explain

how it can be renewed, and so kept in a tit state for the workmen
employed underground.

NATURAL VENTILATION.—Two systems of ventilation

are employed in mines—natural and artificial, either separately

or combined. Under the former, currents set up by natural

differences of temperature change the air of the workings ; under
the latter, artificial means are employed to bring about the same
result.

The ] riiciple upon which natiiral ventilation depends is very

easily ui deistood. The temperature of the earth increases at the

rate of i' F. for about every 60 feet of depth, and this natural

heat is the mainspring in creating air-currents. Suppose a very

simple case, two shafts AB, CD (Fig. 558), connected by a

horizontal level B D. The air in the shafts and level, warmed by
its contact with the sides of these underground passages, gradually

assumes their temperature, which will be usually higher or lower

than that of the external atmospheie ; the problem is simply

that of two communicating vases. At the point D we have the

j)ressure due to the weight of the column of air CD + the weight

of the atmosphere at C. At B the pressure is due to the weight

of the smaller column AB + the weight of tlie atmosphere at A.

Draw the horizontal lines CF and AE and prolong the line of

the shaft AB upwards by the dotted lines. The pressure of

the atmosphere at F and C is the same, and tlierefore any
diflievence of pressure at B and D depends upon the relative

weights of the columns FB and CD ; but AJj is equal to ED, so
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that the real difference depends upon the weights of the two columns
of air FA outside the mine and CE inside the mine. In this

country the external atmosphere in summer is often hotter than
that of the mine ; therefore the column CE will be heavier than
the column FA. The column CD will overcome the resistance

presented to it by the column AB, and create a natural current

going in the direction CDBA. In winter the conditions are

Fig. 558. Fig. 559.

Fig

reversed. The cold external column FA is heavier than the
comparatively warm internal column CE, and the weight of the
entire column FB will be greater than that of the column CD.
The result is that the weight of the column FB will cause mention

in the direction ABDC.
A still simpler case is one of common occurrence in vein mining

(Fig. 559). Let AB be an adit driven into a hill-side. Draw
CD horizontal, and by the dotted lines AD indicate a column
of air. The pressure of the atmosphere at C and D is the same

;

the pressure at A is that of the column of air AD + the weight
of the atmosphere above the line CD,
whereas at B one has the same constnnt

weight above the line DC together with
the column CB. If AD is warmer than
BC, there will be a greater pressure at

B than at A, and the current will move
in the direction CBA ; if AD is colder

than BC, a condition of things happen-
ing in winter, the current moves in pie-

cisely the opposite way.
Another state of things is shown in

Fig. 560, in which there are two shafts

of unequal depth connected by an in-

clined passage or drift. If AE is

drawn horizontal, as before, at the level of the higher opening to
the mine, and CF parallel to it at the level of the lower opening,
the air in the bent tube, so to say, CDB, will exactly balance
that contained in the vertical shaft FB, and for motive power we
have to depend upon the difference in weight of the two columns
AF and EC, a difference depending upon their relative tempera-
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tures. Therefore in summer we get a current travelling in the

direction ABDC, whilst in winter it is reversed.

In any one of these cases, the gi-eater the difference in tempera-

ture, the greater will be the velocity of the ventilating current. In

winter the ventilation will be more active than in summer, because

there will be more difference between the outside and inside tem-

pei-atures ; and, furthermore, though there are differences between

the day temperature and the night temperature, still the tendency

is always to produce a current in the same direction. In summer
the nights may be cold though the days aie hot, and therefore

the difference in temperature between the air of the mine and
that of the sui-face may be acting in two opposite ways according

to the period of the day or night. A shaft which is drawing up,

or is an '"upcast," during the heat of the day may have a

descending current, or be a " downcast," in the cool hours of the

night, and practically have no current at all Avhile the outside and
inside temperatures are alike.

There is not only this objection to natural ventilation that it

may vary in direction during the course of the twenty-four hours,

but the still greater objection that at certain seasons of the year

it may be nil, because there is no difference in temperature

between the outside and inside air to make one column heavier

than the other.

The creation of a natural air-current is not due solely to the

difference of temperature caused by the natural warmth of the

rocks. The heat engendered by the respiration of the men and
animals, by the combustion of the candles or lamps, and, lastly,

by the explosives is also a factor in making the air of the mine
warmer than that of the surface and so setting up a current.

The character of the sides of the shaft itself may also play its part.

A shaft which has water dropping down it, either from natural

springs that find their way in, or from slight leaks in the pumping
plant, will naturally become the downcast, if the other orifice is dry.

The strength of the current may be improved, or a natural

draught created where none existed before, by building a chimney
above one of the shafts, and so producing artificially a difference of

level between the two outlets. The direction of the wind may also

turn the scale, and it is often found that a mine is better ventilated

with some prevailing winds than with others. As an illustration

of an effect of this kind, I need only refer to smoky chimneys,

commonly caused by the wind striking some natural or artificial

obstruction, which directs it downwards and makes it overcome
the upward draught of the fire. The result is sometimes so

marked that the householder can tell the direction of the wind,

before looking out of doors, by noticing which of his chimneys
is giving trouble. With some mines in which the natural current

has less force than that of a chimney, it is not to be wondered
that similar occurrences take place.
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When speaking of natural ventilation, the property of diffusion

requires a word of comment. This property is one by which two
bodies of gas placed in juxtaposition with one another gradually

become mixed, even if the lighter occupies the higher position.

The process is slow compared with the mixing that is brought

about by convection, but still it has some effect in causing the dis-

pei'sion of noxious fumes.

In the examples of natural ventilation just given, it has been
assumed that the mine has two orifices ; but many workings, at

all events at the beginning, have only one. Let us take the three

typical cases of a level, a shaft, and a " rise."

Let Fig. 561 represent a level driven a short way into the

Fig. 561.

side of a hill. How is the atmosphere of the " end " renewed
without artificial appliances ? On entering such a level after

blasting, the explanation becomes apparent : a current of powder
smoke is seen hugging the roof, whilst the lower half of the level

is clear. If a candle is set up on the floor, its flame is deflected

inwards or towards the " end." The heated gases from the ex-

plosive, accompanied by air warmed by breathing and the combus-
tion of the candles, rise as much as they can, and make their way
out by the upper part of the level, while their place is taken by cold

air from the outside. The course of the gentle current is shown
by the dotted lines. The same phenomenon may be observed in

Fig. 562

a cross cut driven out from a shaft. This explains the import-

ance, or indeed the necessity, of keeping a level as horizontal as

possible if it is being ventilated naturally. Take an exaggerated

case, in which the men have allowed their " end " to lise consider-

ably, as shown in Fig. 562, so that the floor of the working place

is three feet above a horizontal line drawn through the top of the

mouth of the tunnel. Smoke and warm gases produced in the
" end" will rise, and, finding no means of exit, will remain in tho

highest part until they cool down and diflusion has had time to

play its part.

It might seem at first sight that a current could not be formed

in a shaft which does not communicate with other workings ; but
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even when no partition of any kind has been put in, the sides

of the pit kept cool by trickling water may cause the air to form
descending currents, whilst in the centre there is an ascending

current, as shown in the diagram (Fig. 563). In an incline

(Fig. 564) the ascent of the warm smoke along the dry roof

and the influx of cold air along the floor are sometimes very

noticeable.

When the working place is a "rise," it is evident theoretically,

and still plainer practically, that the warmth of the foul gases at

the top tends to keep them in that position, and that the evil

must increase as the place gets hotter (Fig. 565). The nature of

the excavation prevents things from improving, and the necessity

for artificial ventilation is nowhere more apparent than in a

working place of this kind, especially if the space is confined.

The common statement that caibonic acid collects in the lowest

part of the workings is correct only in cases where the gas is

LEVEL

issuing forth from the rocks and sinks down like water. Where
it is produced by respiration, candles, lamps, or explosives, it is

diffused through a warmed atmosphere, ascends with it and does

not separate from the other gases. The consequence is that a
*• rise " may be found badly ventilated although the air in the

level below is fresh and pure.

We will suppose that by reason of the difference in level of the

two main orifices of the mine, a trunk ventilating current has
been established. The air will then take the easiest road from
one shaft to the other, and will not penetrate into any other parts

of the workings unless compelled to do so. The turning of the
current iiito any required direction is effected by putting in

partitions and doors. In a few cases, the partition serves to make
a clean and sharp line of division between two currents which
would to a certain extent exist naturally. Thus, we have seen

that when the length of a level is not great, an outward current
travels along its roof, and an inward cuirent along its floor (Fig,

561) ; between the two there is a dead space more or less interfering

with both currents by making their boundaries ill-defined. If a

horizontal partition of planks (air-sollai') is put in (Figs. 566 and
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567), the two currents are kept perfectly distinct, and the

natural ventilation, aided in this way, proceeds in a much more
effective manner; the level can therefore be driven further

without having recourse to machinery for creating an artificial

current.

A common problem is the ventilation of the far end of a drivage,

AB (Fig. 568), provided with a little shaft, CD, which, in

winter, natui-ally creates a current proceeding from A to D,
and ascending at once to C The desired effect may be attained

by putting in an air-sollar DE, which compels the air to travel

to the far end before it can begin its ascent ; another plan

consists in covering the bottom of the shaft by a platform

(soUar), and carrying a pipe from it all the way along the roof

of the level to the " end." This has, of course, the same effect

as the air-sollar, but, unless the pipe is large, it does not give

Fig. sG5. Fig. 5C7. Fig. 568.

so much area for the current. Pipes have the advantage that
they are very easily put in and that they can be used again and
again. These methods of conducting an air current are so

self-evident, that I should not have mentioned them, were it

not for the fact that some mine agents appear to be ignorant of

these simple expedients for improving the ventilation of their

drivages.

Where the level is wide enough, the partition may be placed

vertically ; it is then called a brattice. If required for temporary
purposes it may be made of canvas, tarred to prevent its rotting

{brattice cloth). More lasting and effective partitions are con-
structed of plank or of brick.

Any close vertical partition in a shaft dividing it into two
separate compartments invariably improves matters, when the
ventilation of a sinking is becoming sluggish ; some trifling diff'er-

ence in the condition of the two compartments decides which is to

be the upcast and which the downcast. Where it is not con-

venient to put in a partition, a separate air compartment may
be formed by fixing a large pipe against one side of the shaft

and taking it up 30 or 40 feet above the level of the ground
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(Fig. 569) ; in this manner two columns of unequal height are

produced with the desired effect.

If a rise is being put up, or if stoping is being carried on
without any winze, there is no difficulty in diverting a natural

current existing in the level below and making it serve the work-
ing place. All that is required is to block the passage of the

current along the level, and so force it to take the only road that

lies open to it. In Fig. 570, AB is a level, and C the top of a rise,

which has an open compai'tment at each end ; one is titted with

ladders, and the other serves as a shoot, down which ore or

rubbish can be thrown into the level below. They are separated by
the thick partition of rubbish piled up-^ n a platform in the roof of

the level and confined by timber at both ends. By putting a

Fig. 569.

f

Fig. 570.

partitioji in the level, the air is made to pass up one end of the rise,

sweep out the foul air produced by the men, candles and explosives

at C, and then descend into the level once more. The partition

may be a wooden door closing tightly against its frame, or a
piece of brattice cloth hung from the roof, which is readily

lifted when a ti-am waggon has to pass vinderneath. In the case

of stopes the mode of procedure is identical, but the air current

has not to make such sharp turns.

The case represented in Fig. 568 is that of workings at one level.

In vein mining the ore is generally being excavated, or at all

events preliminary drivages are being made, at more than one
horizon. In Fig. 571 two shafts have been sunk, and two
drivages have been made, one below the other. It is easy to

understand that at an earlier stage of the working, before the

shafts had been sunk to E and F, and the level EF driven.
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a current was set up from A to O via B and D, or from

C to A, according to the season of the year ; but when the level

EF has been driven, what is to bring the current down to E, for

instance, when it has the shorter and easier road direct from B to

D ? It often happens

that special condi- Fig. 571.

tions in the shafts ^^,„---—
"^

themselves, to which
^^""^

allusion has already-

been made, would in A,

any case cause a

movement in the air

from B to E, F and
D, even if the two
columns of difierent

height did not exist

above them, and in

that case some air

would find its way
down to E and F; but by putting a door at G, somewhere
between B and D, the main current can be forced to proceed by
the longer road and ventilate the lower workings. If air is

required for men working in the level BD, the partition, or

door G, is not made close ; then part of the main current takes

the shorter road from B to D, and pait the longer road from
B to E, F and D.
Owing to the number of shafts which are usually sunk in

working veins, and differences in the level of their mouths, natural

currents are set up to a much greater extent than is the case in

working beds, where a
Fig. 572. couple of pits situated

H close to one another and
at the same level have to

serve as the sole inlet

and outlet orifices. For
this reason natural ven-

tilation is often found
to provide a fairly sufii-

cient supply of air along

the main course of the

current, and the miner

has merely to provide for the ventilation of workings in the form

of a cul-de-sac, such as ends, ri.ses, and winzes, which are at a

distance from this current.

A common method of procedure is to sink winzes at frequent

intervals ; if AB and CD (Fig. 572) represent two levels, 10 to 15

fathoms apart, which are being driven from A to B and to D
respectively, we will suppose that a ventilating current exists as
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shown by the arrows. B and D are bhnd alleys, so to say, but

so lonof as their ends B and D are not far from the main draught,

they may be sufficiently ventilated by convection currents, set

up in the manner explained in Fig. 561. Soon, however, this

mode of supplying air becomes inadequate, and the miner estab-

lishes another communication between the two levels by a fresh

winze or rise JK; the current is made to take the road shown
by the dotted arrow, if a stopping of some kind is put into the

winze fE. The name " winze," sometimes written " winds,"

suggests that the original purpose of the intermediate shaft was to

furnish air. In some mines winzes are sunk at fairly regular

intervals of 30 fathoms ; of course, in selecting a place for a

winze, preference is given to ore-bearing parts of the vein, because

the cost of sinking will then be partly or Avholly repaid by the

mineral excavated. Even when the indications at the top may not

warrant the assumption that ore is present in paying quantities,

the winze serves to prove the ground and sometimes to reveal

unsuspected sources of protit. Winzes may be said, then, to have

five useful purposes : ventilation, exploration, starting-points for

stoping, shoots for ore or rubbish, ladder-roads for the miners.

I have thought it advisable to devote more space to natural

ventilation than the coal -miner would think it deserves, because

it is the method by which the trunk ventilation of most vein-

mines is cariied on at the piesent day, and has been carried on

for centuries. Nevertheless, I am fully alive to its two weak
points—viz., want of constancy and want of strength. The miner
is therefore often driven to seek artiticial aid in order to make
up for these defects.

ARTIFICIAL VENTILATION.—ArtiBcial ventilation is

produced either by (I.) furnaces, or (II.) machines.

I. FURNACE VENTILATION.—By employing a furnace,

the miner can efiect an artiticial difference of temperature between
two columns of air in the mine, and so produce a current similar

to the natural draughts just described.

In small undertakings a fire lit at or neai- the bottom of the

upcast shaft, or contained in an iron vessel suspended in the pit,

suffices to create a current, when the natural ventilation is no
longer adequate, owing to the state of the external atmospheiv.

Frcm !-mall beginnings of this kind has developed the large

imdergiound fuitiace, which is, however, in the vast majority of

cases, corifined to the domain of the coal-miner, and even there is

being gradually replaced by fans. My description may, therefore,

be extremely brief. The ventilating furnace (Figs. 573, 574,

575) * ''^ ''' huge fireplace at or neai- the bottom of the upcast shaft,

over which is led either all the air of the mine, or a part of it.

The air heated in this way is rendered specifically lighter, and tho

* Ciillon, Lectures ua Minlivj, vol. ii., {,'late l.Kxxvi.



VENTILATION. 491

weight of the column of cold air in the downcast shaft overcomes
that of the air in the uycast and causes it to ascend. It is pre-

cisely the same action as that which takes place with the usual
domestic fireplace in this country, the chimney playing the same
part as the upcast shait. Cold air is drawn in from crevices

around the doors and windows, is heated by the fiie, and ascends
the chimney.

If the air of the workings is charged with a dangerous proportion
of inflammable gas, it is led into the upcast shaft by a special

drift—the dumb drift— at a point where there is no danger of its

Fig. 573.

taking fire. In this case the air in the shaft becomes warmed in

its upward passage, not only from mixing with the current coming

from the furnace, but also by absorbing caloric from the heated

sides of the pit.

II. MECHANICAL VENTILATION.—The methods of

mechanical ventilation may be classified as follows :

(i) Water blast.

(2) Steam jet.

I (i) Reciprocating.

(3) Air pniDps-} _ |a. Acting by displacement.
l(ii) Rotary.

centrifugal force.

(i) The ordinary water blast is a very simple appliance : it is

the well-known tromp, used in some countries for blowing smiths'
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forges. A stream of water falls down a pipe, entangling air

drawn in by lateral holes, and drops into a box or barrel with two
orifices ; these are so arranged that the air shall escape by one,

under a slight pressure, and the water from the other. The current
of air is carried by square pipes made of boai-ds, or, better, by
cylindrical pipes made of sheet zinc, to the place where ventilation

is required.

The fall of water is also applied by Williams's water-jet

apparatus (Fig. 576). The water brought down in a pipe
from a reservoir, or fi-om the

Fig. 576. rising main of the column of

pumps, issues in the form of a
jet from a nozzle, and, driving

out the air in front of it, draws
in air behind. The water is let

off by a box with a discharge

designed, like that of the tromp,
to give a little pressure, whilst

the air-current proceeds through a series of pipes to the " end "

or other working-place. The water-blast has the merit of supply-

ing a stream of cool moist air which is very acceptable where
the working-place is dry and dusty. By reversing the apparatus

the current may be made to flow in the opposite direction, and
the " end " is then ventilated by having its foul air drawn out

and replaced by an inward draught along the level, instead of

being supplied directly with fresh air from the outside or from
the main ventilating current.

(2) A steam jet may be applied, like a jet of water, to create

an exhaust and to draw out the foul air. for instance, Ave will

suppose that during the sinking of a shaft the air-pipe in Fig. 569
fails to act in an adequate manner, owing to a change in the

atmospheric conditions. The agent desires to remedy this state

of affairs by some cheap and temporary expedient. If he brings

a pipe fi'om the boiler of the winding engine to the upright

ventilating pipe, and provides it with a nozzle pointing upwards,

he can speedily and at small expense produce an upward
current by turning on steam. The steam jet drives air in front

of it up the pipe, and at the same time warms it slightly. The
exhausting effect produced in this way at the bottom of the pipe

is sufficient, in small sinkings, to draw out all the foul air.

A draught may be produced in an upcast shaft by a ring at

the bottom, from which issue a number of jets of steam. Such a

mode of ventilation may be useful in cases of emergency.

(3) Air Pumps.—Mechanical ventilation on a large scale is

always effected bv some kind of air pump, and generally by one

which has a rotary action.

(i) Among the pumps which have a reciprocating action, the

ordinary air compressor must be named first, as its utility
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as a ventilating agent is great. The air escaping from boring
or other machines renders good service in driving out foul

gases genj'rated in the workings, and there is the advantage that,

after blasting, a powerful stream of air can be turned on for a
short time so as to sweep out the noxious fumes completely.

Even where the ground is soft and no machine drill required, it

is easy to bring in air from the main by a line of smaller pipes,

and turn on a fresh current when needed. In one sense it is

very uneconomical to bring air to a pressure of 60 or 70 lbs.

to the square inch for ventilating purposes only ; but where
compressing machinery is always at hand for working underground
engines, it is better to be a little wasteful of a cheap power
at the surface than to go to the greater expense of having a boy
or a man to work a fan.

In a long level driven by boring machinery, with its " end "

far removed from the main ventilating current, the smoke
produced by blasting, though driven away from the actual

working face, still hangs about for a time, and pollutes the
atmosphere which the miner has to breathe in going backwards
and forwards. In such cases it is best to diavv away the foul

gases as soon as they have been produced, and prevent their

mixing with the air of the level. With compressed air at

his command, the miner can
easily work an aspirator of Fig. 577.

some kind, such as Korting's,

or the somewhat similar con- 1 \ |

trivance of Mr. Teague (Fig.

577). The ordinary air-main

for bringing in the compressed
air working the boring ma- 'i .^3i
chinery is shown at the bottom
of the level, with the piece of flexible hose at the end. The
boring machine has been removed and the air shut off from the
hose ; by turning another cock, it passes up the upright piece

of pipe and rushes out of the nozzle in a direction opposed
to that of the drivage. This has a powerful exhausting effect,

and the " end " can be cleared of smoke in a few minutes.
The Hartz blower ((Zt«;^ machine, Cornwall) (Figs. 578 and 579)

is an air pump of simple construction which can be made up by
any mine carpenter. It consists of two round or rectangular
boxes, one fitting inside the other, and moved up and down by
being connected to the main rod of the pumps ; the upper box
has a valve at the top, and the lower box is provided with a pipe
also having its valve. The lower box is partly filled with water
so as to make an airtight connection. With the valves arranged
as shown in Fig. 579, the machine will act as an exhausting
pump and draw out the foul air ; if the play of the valves is

reversed it acts as a blower.
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Struve's ventilator is a gigantic double-acting machine of this

class, so constructed that it draws air from the mine during the
down stroke as well as during the up stroke.

(ii) a. A mong the rotary air pumps acting by displacement may
be mentioned Ptoots's ventilator, of whicli various sizes are made,
suitable to the requirements of the whole of a large mine or

merely to those of a single " end."

This air machine (Fig. 580) consists essentially of two similar

pistons upon parallel shafts, revolving in a casing, but without
actually touching each other or the casing. The clearance in a
large ventilator is under \ inch. The pistons are of such a shape

Fig. 5S0.

that a definite volume of air is drawn in or forced out by each

half-revolution. As the pistons are always kept in prsition by

gearing, there is no fear of one coming in contact with the

other.

(ii) h. Centrifugal Ventilators or Fans.— This class includes

all the most important ventilators in use at the present day.

They are characterised by the fact that the current is produced

by blades or vanes fixed to a shaft, revolving at a high speed.

The air lying between them is whirled round and flies oflftangen-

tially at the tips, like a stone from a sling. The space occupied by

this air is at once filled by supplies coming in at the centre, and

the process goes on continuously. The centrifugal ventilators or

fans are generally used as exhausters—that is to say, they are

firranged so as to suck air out of the mine, instead of forcing it in.

They can claim the merit of great simplicity, and of being capable

of withdrawing very large volumes of air.
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Four typc=; of fans very largely used in this country at the present

day are the followinjr: Capell, Guibal, Schiele and Waddle.

The Capell fan (B'igs. 581 and 582) consists of two concentric

cylindrical chambers, each provided with six curved vanes or

l>lades, the convex sides of which are turned in the direction of

the rotation. The cylindrical shell or drum, h, between the two
sets of vanes contains openings, or portholes, d d, allowing the air

to pass from the inner to the outer chambers. There is one
such opening between every two vanes. The air contained

between any two of the inner vanes, c, is thrown out by centri-

fugal force when the fan revolves, and passes at a high velocity

into the corresponding outer chamber. Here it is supposed to

strike against the concave vane, and give back to it the greater

pai't of the impulse received from the inner chamber. The
object of the inventor of this and of other fans is to discharge

Fig. 5S1. Fig. 5S2.

the air with the least possible velocity, for velocity imparted to the
outgoing air means work done to no purpose, or, in other words, a
diminution of the useful effect of the power employed in driving.

The advantage claimed for the fan is that it succeeds in effect-

ing this object even when driven at a high speed, and that,
therefore, it can do a large amount of work in spite of its com-
paratively small diameter. The smallness of the fan of course
reduces its fi^^st cost. It is not only capable of withdrawing large
quantities of air, but also of effecting a considerable diminution
of pressure.

The fan may be made with an inlet on one side only or with an
inlet on both sides. It runs in a spiral casing, not fitting closely,

which gradually gives a larger and larger outlet for the air and
then finally discharges it into an expanding chimney. Figs. 581 and
582 show a double inlet fan, a being the close vertical diaphragm
separating it into two parts. A spe ial passage {/cm drift) brings
the air from the upcast shaft to the ventilator, which is set in
motion, by a belt driven by the fly-wheel of a pair of horizontal
engines.

These fans are made of diameters varying from 8 to 15 feet;
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the width of the small ones is 7 feet, that of the largest 1
1
1 feet

;

they are driven at speeds varying from 180 revolutions per
minute in the case of the largest fans, to 300 in the case of the
smallest. Cinder these conditions the smallest fan is said to be

capable of passing a volume of 100,000 cubic feet of air per
minute, with a diminution of pressure {water-gauye) of 2'h inches,

whilst the large fan moves the enormous quantity of 300,000 cubic

feet per minute. The power required is estimated at 60 I.H.P. in

one case and 1 80 in the other.

The Guihal fan, brought to us from Belgium (Fig. 583), has
deservedly been a favourite for many years. It is a fan with eight

or ten straight
blades, which are

not set radially. An
important peculia-

rity, introduced by
Guibal and since

copied by others, is

the expanding stack

or chimney, which
gradually lessens
the velocity of the
air as it travels

towards the point

of discharge into

the outer atmo-
sphere, and the slid-

ing shutter, a. The
shutter enables the

opening of the fan-

casing into the ex-

panding chimney to

be regulated at pleasure : if this opening is too big, eddies are

formed and air re-enters the fan ; if, on the other hand, the opening

is too restricted, an unnecessary amount of force is required to

work the fan, and the air escapes with too great velocity. By
careful regulation the best possible effect is attained.

The regulating shutter has been greatly improved by Messrs.

Walker Brothers of Wigan, who make the opening in the form of

an inverted V, with the object of producing a gradual instead of a

sudden change as each blade passes into the enclosed part of

the casing. The consequence is that the amount of vibration is

greatly reduced and the fan rendered nearly noiseless. They
build their fans entirely of inm or steel.

Guibal fans are made of diameters varying from 20 to 46 feet,

and widths varying from 6 to 13 feet. Fans 30 feet in diameter
ai-e usually driven at a speed of about sixty revolutions per

minute, and the large fans, of 40 to 46 feet at fifty revolutions.
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The Schiele fan is somewhat like the Guibal. It has the same
expanding chimney, but the blades are curved and the casing is

not close (Fig. 584) ; besides,

the width of the blades is Fig. 584.

not the same throughout.

The blade is widest in the

middle, and then it de-

creases both towards the

centre of the fan and to-

wards the tips. It is a

small fan compared with

the Guibal, the diameter

varying from 5 to 20 feet,

width from i to 3 feet.

The speed of driving is 500
revolutions per minute for

the smallest fans and no per minute for the largest. The air

is always taken in on both sides.

We come lastly to the Waddle fan, which differs from those just

described by running open—that is to say, it is not enclosed in any
external casing (Fig. 585). It is a very flat hollow truncated
cone, with the base closed and a central opening on the other

Fig. 585.

side. Originally the blades a h were curved, as shown in the figure,

but latterly they have been made radial ; c c are some of the
outer plates. The air passes in at the centre and is discharged
at the circumference. These fans are made with a diameter
of ^6 to 45 feet. A recer.t improvement is the addition of a

2 1



Ft.
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quantity of air, exposed to the action of a red-hot palladium or

platinum wire, causing combustion.

The lamp employed should be a safety lamp, for fear that an
accidental ignition of the gas should cause an explosion. A fevv

safety lamps will be described in the next chapter. They are fed

with vegetable or mineral oil, or with a mixture of them. In test-

ing for "gas," the wick is drawn down until the yellow flame almost
disappears, and the lamp is held in the place where the fire-damp

is supposed to be present; on account of its specific lightness

it lodges against the roof, and it is there, if anywhere, that it

is most likely to be found. If fire-damp is present in sufii-

cient quantity, its combustion produces a pale blue "cap" (halo,

or aureola) around the little flame, and the greater the proportion

of fire-damp, the higher the cap. According to Professor

Galloway * 2 per cent, of fire-damp in the air will give an exceed-

ingly faint cap | inch high, whilst 4 per cent, gives a conical cap

^ to I inch high. If a lamp fed tvith benzine is used, the phe-
nomena are plainer. The appearances of the flame burning
in mixtures of air and marsh-gas of diSerent proportions aie

well represented by coloured plates in a report made by Professors

Kreischer and Winkler, t and in the Proceedings of the Austrian
Fire-damp Commission. J With i per cent, of fire-damp there

is a faint aureola, and with 2 per cent, it is plain, conical at the
top and f inch (10 mm.) high ; when the proportion is increased

to 3 per cent., there is a w^ell-defined cap f inch {20 mm.) high.

By using a dead-black background, it is claimed that Ashworth's
modified benzoline safety-lamp § will give a distinct cap ^ inch high
with ^ per cent, of fire-damp.

The blue non-luminous flame of alcohol enables still smaller

quantities of fire-damp to be made known, and the Pieler lamp
||

* "On the Fire-damp Cap," Proe. South Wales Inst. Emj., vol. x., 1876-7,
p, 290.

t
" Untersuchungen iiber Sicherheitslampen," Jahrb. f. d. Berg- and

Huttenviesen im K. 6'achsen, 1884, p. 54, and plates ii. to vi.

% Verhandlungen der Centralcomitis der osterretchisclien Commission zun
Ermittlung der zweckmdssigsten Sicherheitsmaassregeln gegen die Explosion,
scklagender Wetter in Bergwerken. 3 Heft. Vienna, 1890, plates ii. and iii.,

p. 225.

§ Clowes, '-On the Application of the Hydrogen Flanae in an ordinary
Safety-lamp to the Detection and Measuremtnt of Fire-damp," Broc.
Boy. Soc, vol. Ii. 1892, p. 90.

II
Pieler, Ueler einfache Methoden zur Unlersuchung der Griibenivetter,

Aix-la-Chapelle, 1883. Kreischer and Winkler, op. cit., p. 77. C. Le
Neve Foster. ' On the Pieler Lamp for indicating small quantities of Fire-
damp," Trans. Geol. See. Manchester, vol. x\'ii., 1884, p. 252. Broockmann
'• Uiitersuchung der durch Sumpfgas hervorgebrachten Erscheinungen
der Pieler-Lampe,'' Anlagen zum Haupt-Berichte der Freussischen Scldag-
wetter Commission, vo\. i., p. 129, vol. iii., p. 167, and plates. Walton Brown,
" The Pieler Spirit-lamp as a Fire-damp Indicator," Trans. N. E. Inst.

31. E., vol. xxxviii., 1890, p. 177 and plates. Austrian Fire-damp Comr
mission, op. eif., plate iv.
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is based upon this fact. It begins to indicate with I per cent,

of iii'e-damp, and even with ^ per cent, the cap or aureola is

2 to 2^ inches high, and clearly recognisable; with i per cent,

it is nearly 4 inches high.

Chesneau * obtains a plainer and more brilliant cap by adding
a little nitrate of copper and an organic chloride to the alcohol,

and Stokes has introduced the improvement of combining a

detachable alcohol-reservoir with an ordinary safety-lamp, and
so enabling the official to test with the oil or the spirit flame at

pleasure.

Mallard and Le Chatelier pointed out the value of the hydrogen
flame as a firedamp indicator in a report to the French Fire-damp
Commission, and Pieler made use of it for testing samples of mine
air which were brought to a laboratory at the surface. Quite

recently Prof. Clowes f has constructed a hydrogen lamp sufficiently

portable for use underground in the working places themselves.

The lamp is so constructed that it will buin either an illuminat-

ing oil or hydrogen as required. A little tube is brought up through
the oil reservoir, and, on turning a cock, a jet of hydrogen issues

forth close to the ordinary oil flame. It ignites at once, and
the wick of the oil flame is pulled down till it goes out ; the

non-luminous hydrogen flame now serves as a delicate indicator.

The oil flame is relighted from the hydrogen flame when the

testing is concluded, and the gas is then turned off". The cap

with ^ per cent, of fire-damp is | inch (17 mm.) high, and with

I per cent, it is | inch (22 mm.) high. The hydrogen is contained

in a small steel cylinder which can be attached to the lamp in the

form of a handle.

The combination of a very delicate testing apparatus with the

ordinary lamp has the advantage of enabling the official to do
his work with one lamp instead of two.

Liveing's J patent gas indicator depends upon the fact that

fine platinum wire, made red-hot by the passage of an electric

current, will glow with greater brilliancy when there is fire-

damp present in the atmosphere than when there is none.

This phenomenon is due to the heat given off" by the com-
bustion of the fire-damp in immediate contact with the wire

;

and the greater the heat, the more the wire will glow. The
increase in brilliancy corresponding to a given percentage of fire-

* " Notes sur un nouvel indicateur de grisou ;
" " Essais effectuesdans les

mines avec I'indicateur de grisou de G. Chesneau ;
" " Instruction pour

I'emploi de I'indicateur de grisou de G. Chesneau," Ann. des Mines, Paris,

1892 and 1893. Comptes-rendus Soc. Ivd. Min., 1894, p. 25.

t " On the Application of the Hydrogen Flame in an ordinary Safety-

lamp to the Detection and Measurement o' ^ damp," Froc. Roy. Soc,
vol. li., 1892, p. 90.

+ Liveing, On an Instrument for the Dete'tion and Measurement of Inflam-
mahle Gas in the Atmosphere of 31ines. L. v.'lark, Muirhead anu Co., "^Veut-

niiuster, London, 1S81.
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damp is measured by a small photometer, which cannot be

understood without a ligure.

Shaw's apparatus is based upon the principle of determining the

limits of inflammability of gaseous mixtures, or, in other words,

of ascertaining the precise degree of dilation which renders the

mixture just capable of being ignited. It consists of two main
parts, an ingenious mixing apparatus and an exploding chamber.

By the aid of the first, a mixture of pure air with inflammable

gas, or with mine air, can be prepared in any desired proportions,

and then driven into a cylinder, where it meets with a naked flame.

If the mixture contains a suflicient proportion of inflammable gas

to explode, a loose stopper is blown out and strikes a bell, giving

an audible signal. By making a succession of experiments, the

exact volume of mine air required to bring a known mixture of

gas and air to the ignition point can be ascertained, and from this

the percentage of fire-damp is determined. Samples of mine air

can thus be tested at the surface with a considerable amount of

accuracy by any intelligent foreman.

Carbonic Acid.—Two evils are feared from the presence of this

gas in the atmosphere of mines—either suffocation when the pro-

portion is large, or injury to health when the proportion is smaller.

If the gas is issuing from the rocks, it settles down at the bottom
of the excavation in virtue of its specific gravity, and men have

been asphyxiated by descending into shafts or wells in which the

gas had accumulated without their knowledge. Where danger of

this kind may be apprehended—for instance, in mines known to

be liable to emissions of carbonic acid, or in the case of old work-
ings that have not been recently entered, the usual test is

lowering a lighted candle. If the candle is found to burn
brightly, it is concluded that there will be no danger in making
the descent ; if it goes out, it is evident that the air is unfit to

support combustion and human life; if it burns dimly, there is

need for the greate-t caution.

The ore and stone miner also relies upon the candle for testing

the air of his working place, in cases where the proportion of

carbonic acid falls very far short of that required to produce suffo-

cation. He is apt to consider that if the candle burns freely when
held upright, and does not go out when moved quicklv from side

to side, the ventilation must be good. Dr. Angus Smith states in

his report to Lord Kinnaird's Commission * that this is a fallacy,

and he considers that the candle test aftbrds no distinct sign that

the air is bad, until the impurities have reached an amount beyond
the maximum which is consi.^tent with good ventilation. Thus,
the candle affords no indication of the presence of \ per cent, of

carbonic acid ; if the percentage is greater than this he says that

men should not be allowed to work, and, to use his own words,

"it follows therefore that the candle, as used, is only valuable

* Op. cit. Appendix B. p. 254.
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Avhen Ihe air is so bad that no one should be allowed to remain
in it."

He is of opinion that the carbonic acid of dwelling rooms
should not be allowed to exceed o-o6 or o'oy per cent., and
agrees with Pettenkofer,* who lays down o"i per cent, of the gas

as the beginning of decidedly bad ventilation. The latter says

:

" A series of examinations have resulted in the conviction that

one volume of carbonic acid in looo volumes of room air indicates

the limits which divide good fi^om bad air. This is now generally

adopted and practically proved, always provided that man is the

only source of carbonic acid in the space in question." Other good
authorities f write to the same effect.

Such small percentages of carbonic acid, which are wholly

unrecognisable by the candle test, can be readily detected and
easily measured by methods which are qviite witliin the powers of

an ordinar}'- mine agent.

Angus /Smith's Process —The first process is one proposed by
Dr. Angus Smith | in 1S64—'^'iz., shaking a known quantity of

Hme-water with a known volume of air, and observing whether
there is sufficient caibonic acid in the air to neutrali.se the lime.

The only alteration I propose is the vise of phenolphthalein as an
indicator, instead of turmeric paper or rosolic acid.

The necessary apparatus consists simply of

:

1. One 8-oz. bottle and cork.

2. One 5-0Z. bottle and cork.

3. One bottle of lime-water with excess of lime.

4. One pipette or measure holding | oz.

5. Four i-oz. bottles corked.

6. One £-oz. bottle •containing an alcoholic solution of phenol-
phthalein.

7. One piece of india-rubber tube, about a foot long.

According to Dr. Angus Smith, lime-water is fairly con'^tant

in strength, and suthciently so for his process of air-testing.

After the bottle (No. 3) has been well shaken up several times

with the excess of lime, the solution is allowed to stand till

it is quite clear. ^ ounce of it is measured exactly, and poured
into the 5-ounce bottle, which is then filled up with distilled water
or boiled rain water. This gives a solution of one-tenth th>e

strength of the original lime-water. Add a drop or two of th«

solution of phenolphthalein, and the lime-water at once a^.sumes

* T/ie Relations of the Air totloe Clothes toe Wear, the House we Live in^ and
the Soil we DwM on. Abridged and translated by Augustus Hess. London,
1873-

t Parkes and de Chaumont, "^4 Manual f " Practical Hygiene,''^ 6th
edition, London, 1883, p. 153. Meymott Ti'

.
'^'ndhook of Modern

Chemistry,^' London, 1878, p. 102.

X Op. ' cit. Appendix B, p. 239. G. Le Neve Foster, ' On One of Dr.

Angus Smith's Methods of Testing Air," Trim:-. Min. As^r^,. and 7«.<t

Coin., vol. ii., part 2, p. 40.
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a beautiful pink coloiu^ which remains so long as there is any
lime un neutralised. This dilute lime-water is now of a
strength that | ounce of it will neutralise the carbonic acid in

fin 8-ounce bottle,* if the air in it contains | per cent, of this gas

by volume. This percentage has been proposed as a standard
which should not be exceeded.

In order to make a test, fill the 8-ounce bottle with the air

of the place, by sucking out its contents with a piece of india-

rubber tube, of course tjikinsr special care not to breathe into

it afterwards ; then add ^ ounce of dilute lime-water, cork the
bottle and shake it. If the pink colour disappears, the air

contains more than ^ per cent, of carbonic acid ; if the colour

is not disc])arged, the air contains less than that amount. If

the colour fades slowly, and does not finally vanish until after a

great deal of shaking, it may be assumed that the percentage of

carbonic acid does not greatly exceed |, whereas if the disappear-

ance is rapid after a few shakes, the contrary of course is the case.

It need hardly be said that the accuracy of the process depends
upon the precision with which the solution is measured, and for

this purpose a pipette, or a burette, will do better than a
graduated glass cup. I think it best to carry each separate ^
ounce of lime-water in its own bottle, and it is well to see by actual

measurements that
-J
ounce can be poured from the little bottle,

for a few drops always remain behind.

However, even if all precautions are taken, the observations

cannot pretend to vie with Dr. Hesse's method (p. 505) in accuracy,

because changes of temperature and pressure alter the weight
of the air contained in the 8-ounce bottle. Luckily in the case

of mines, the two sources of error act in opposite dii-ections,

and sometimes may neutralise each other, the tendency to expand,
owing to increased temperature, being counteracted by a greater

barometric pressure due to the depth of the mine.
A leather case containing an 8-ounce bottle and four half-

ounces of lime-water, by means of which four tests can be made,
measures only 7^ inches by 3-^ inches by 2| inches, and is sufiiciently

portable to be easily carried, even when climbing up "rises" or
" stopes."

Lunges Apparattis.—Instead of simply deciding whether or no
the carbonic acid exceeds the proposed standard of 0-25 per cent, by
volume, it may be sometimes desirable to ascertain the precise

amount of the impurity. This can be done by Dr. Lunge's t little

apparatus which I described some years ago. | The method was

*TVie exact size should be 8jV oz., the volume of air being 7|^ oz.,

because the lime-water occupies ^ oz. ; but an ordinary 8-oz. bottle is

near enoneh for the y)uipose.

t Ztir Frricje der Ventilation, Zurich, 1877.

+ C. Le Neve Foster, " On Dr. Angrus Smith's Method of Testing the Air
of Mines and Dwelling-houses,'' Ann. Rep. Miii. Assoc. Corn, and Devon
fur 1SS2, p. 7.
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originally suggested by Dr. Angus Smith,* and his process consisted

in pumping the air of the working place through lime-water until

a known standard of milkiness or op;icity of the solution was
attained. Bad air would cause the standard amount of opacity

with very few strokes of the pump, whilst good air required many.
I now find it convenient to use lime-water of known strength, and
to go on with the pumpings until the pink colour given by phenol-

phthalein is discharged. This method is, I consider, more
accurate than endeavoui-ing to reach the proposed standard of

milkiness.

Dr. Lunge's apparatus consists (Fig. 586) of a No, i, or

I -ounce, flexible ball-syringe A, connected by a piece of india-

rubber tube B, wuth the bent glass tube D ; at the point C a
slit about f inch long is cut in the tube with a very sharp knife.

Fig. 5S6. Fig. 587.

This acts as a valve. The tube D passes very little beyond
the cork of the bottle E, which holds about two ounces. P is

a tube extending nearly to th^ bottom, connected by a small

piece of india-rubber pipe with the valve-tube G, shown on
a larger scale in Fig. 587. It is simply a piece of glass tube, with
a ring made of india-rubber tube, supporting a glass valve. The
top part of the valve is flat, not spherical, and it allows free

passage of the air when in the position shown in the figure.

If you squeeze the ball A, supposing the bottle partly full of

water, the valve in G rises and prevents any escape of liquid, and
the air rushes out at C. On allowing the ball A to expand again,

the slit C closes, air enters through G, and bubbles up from the

bottom of Finto the bottle.

In order to make the bottle as portable as possible, I prefer to

use one piece of tube containing the valve instead of having a

.separate valve-tube as shown ; however, this is a mere detail of

minor importance.

Qj cit., p. 23S.
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Half an ounce of lime-water or baryta-water of known strength,

and coloured pink by phenolphthalein, is put into the bottle ; the

ball is squeezed and allowed to expand, and a definite volume of

air is drawn into the apparatus. A good shaking is given, and
continued long enough to cause the absorption of all the carbonic

acid by the solution. This process of squeezing the ball and
shaking the bottle is repeated until the pink colour is discharged,

and knowing the strength of the solution and the volume of air

passed through, it is easy to calculate the percentage of carbonic

acid contained in the air.

Lunge reckons that each squeeze of a No. i ball causes the entry

of 23 cubic centimetres of air. The " No. i " means a one-ounce

size; it really contains about 28 cubic centimetres, but the whole

of this cannot be expelled by squeezing. To save the trouble of

making calculations each time, a table should be drawn out once

for all with two columns, the first giving the number of squeezes,

and the second the corresponding percentages of carbonic acid.

Further details are given by Winkler,* but the form of bottle

shown by him, with a long projecting valve tube, is not so portable

as the one which I use with the valve contained in the piece of

tube inside the bottle. My case is not larger than a field-glass,

and holds all that is necessary for making six determinations

underground ; it is most convenient to wear it upon the belt, in

the same manner as the " Tscherpe-Tasche," or pouch of the

Saxon miner.

"Where greater accuracy is requiied, I recommend Hesse's

apparatus,t with which I have made a very large number of

carbonic acid determinations in the working places of mines. The
leather case, which contains the necessary bottles, burettes,

barometer and thermometer, measures 15 inches by g^ by 5.

Oxygen.—The unfitness of air for breathing is indicated not

only by an excess of carbonic acid, but also by a deficiency of

oxygen. When there is both a lack of oxygen and an undue
proportion of carbonic acid, it is evident that some process

of oxidation has been going on, such as the respiration of the

miners, the burning of candles or lamps, the slow combustion of

coal or pyrites, or, lastly, the putrefaction of timber or other

oi-ganic matter in the mine. All four causes may combine to

render the atmosphere unhealthy.

Dr. Angus Smith considers that when the proportion of oxygen

* Lehrbuch der technischen GasanaJyse, Freiberg, 1885.

f Hesse, " Anleitung zur Bestimmung der Kohlenstiure in der Luft,

nebst einer Beschreibung des hierzu nothigen Apparates." Eulenberg's

Viertelj ahrssclirift fiir gerichthche 3Jedicin und offentlichta Scv)itdtsweseii,

Neue FuUje, vol. xxxi., Berlin, 1879, p. 357. Hesse, "Zur Bestimmung der
Kohlensaure in der Luft," Ibid., vol. xxxiv., I881, p. 361. Winkler,
Anleitung zur chemiKchen Untersuchung der Industrie-Gase, Freiberg, 1877,

P- 375- Winkler, Lehrbuch der technischen Gasancdgsc, Freiberg, 18^5,

P 67.
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by volume has been reduced below 20"g per cent., the atmosphere
is impure, and when the percentage descends below 20"6, he calls

it exceedingly bad.

Lindemanns Apparatus.—For determining the percentage of

oxygen in the air of mines, the simplest apparatus is that of

Lindemann, which is figured and described by Winkler.* It is

based upon the property possessed by moist phosphorus of combining
with the oxygen of the air at ordinary temperatures ; if a large

surface of phosphorus is presented to the air, the absorption takes

place comparatively rapidly at temperatures between 60° and 70" F.

(15° to 20° C). This apparatus, and instruments of a similar

class in which an alkaline solution of pyrogallic acid is used
as an absorbent of oxygen, are better suited for use in the

laboratory than for making determinations in the mine itself,

unless it is desired to confine the observations to one spot.

The box containing Lindemann's apparatus is 17I inches high by
I of inches wide, and 5^ inches deep, and the weight when ready
for use is 8 lbs. The dimensions and weight are not prohibitive,

but it would not be safe to carry such a box with its glass vessel

of phosphorus when climbing up stopes by a chain ; and there

are two other important objections to its use underground : (i) it

is difficult to manipulate such instruments with the dirty hands
inevitable in mines; and (2) in each working place it would be

necessary to wait until the whole of the apparatus had assumed
the temperature of the surrounding atmosphere, because unless

this were done the results would be erroneous from changes of

volume. However, it is easy to bring up samples in suitable

glass bottles, and then submit them to analysis in a laboratory

above ground. The manipulations are not difiicult, and any mine
agent capable of doing the delicate work required for an accurate

mine survey or the assay of an ore, would find no difficulty in

making determinations, sufficiently exact for his purpose, of

carbonic acid and oxygen in underground air.

When the task consists in determining the proportion of such
gases as sulphuretted hydrogen or the quantity of organic matter,

he must call in the services of the chemist.

MEASURING THE QUANTITY AND PRESSURE
OP THE AIR.—More attention is paid by miners to measure-
ments of quantity than to determinations of quality. The
quantity of air passing through any given passage can be calcu-

lated by measuring its sectional area and ascertaining the speed

of the current. In the old days there were two rough methods
of estimating the velocity of an air-current: (i) by carrying

a candle in tl^ie hand and regulating the pace so that the flame

was not deflected either backwards or forwards, the rate of

walking was therefore precisely that of the current; (2) by

*LchrhtLch dcr Icchiii^chca Casaiudjac, Freiberg, 1SS5, p. 5S.
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exploding a little gunpowder and observing how long the smoke
took to travel along a measured distance in a level. These
methods have been abandoned in favour of speed-measuring
instruments known as anemometers.

Anemometers.—Two kinds may be mentioned : fan-plate type
and windmill type.

Dickinson's * is one of the former class ; it consists of a plate

of mica, hung from two fine bearings, and counterpoised so that a
very light breeze will deflect it from its normal vertical position.

The deflection is measured by a quadrant attached to the frame
of the fan-plate, and, instead of marking the angles, it is usual to

show by the graduations the velocity of the air in feet per minute.
The instrument is gr.iduated by actual experiments iipon a test-

ing machine.

In anemometers of the second type, the speed of the air-

current is deteimined by the number of revolutions of an
instrument provided with vanes like tho.'-e of a windmill. Biram's
anemometer, one very commonly u.><ed, has eight or ten vanes
made of mica or vulcanite or aluminium, attached to arms radiating

from a small central wheel. The instrument is held up at arm's
length in the current, and by the aid of suitable gearing and dials

and pointers, like those of a gas-meter, it registers either the
number of its revolutions, or the rate in feet or metres at which
the air is travelling, during a short period of time, measured by
a watch.

As a slow current of air will not make the vanes move rovmd,
from its being unable to overcome the friction of the parts,

the makers usually supply a certificate with each instrument
showing what correction must be made on this account. The
correction is determined by a testing machine, on which the
anemometer can be whirled round at various rates of speed ; it

can then be seen how far the readings of the anemometer agree
with the known velocity at which the whirling has been carried on.

Messrs. Davis and Son, of Derbj', make a self-timing anemo-
meter which dispenses with the use cf a watch ; it is held up in

the current and when the vanes are considered to be revolving at

a constant speed, a catch is pressed; this allows the vanes to act

on a pointer which indicates on a dial the velocity in feet or in

metres per second.

In making observations with the anemometer, it is essential

that an airway of uniform section be taken; levels which are

lined with brick arching are well adapted for the purpose. If

the airway is not regular, eddies will be set up interfering with
the accuracy of the results. A fvirther necessary precaution is

taking observations in various parts of the area chosen for

the experiment, because the velocity is not uniform through-

* Dickinson, "On Measuring Ai.- in Mines," Ti-ans. ilavcleKter Ccol. Si,c.,

vol. xiv., 1S7S, p. 31.
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out this area. The mean of the readings gives the mean velocity

of the current. In the instructions laid down by a committee
appointed by three of the British Mining Institutes,* the area at

which the observations are made has to be divided up by horizontal

and vertical strings into sixteen equal parts, and a reading of the

anemometer taken in each.

Water-Gauge.—For calculating the efficiency of the venti-

lating machinery, a mere knowledge of the volume of air passed

through the workings does not suffice ; in addition, its pressure

has to be determined, or rather the diflerence between its

pressure and that of the external atmosphere.

The instrument employed for this purpose is the manometer,
or water-gauge. It is a glass tube bent in the form of a U, partly

filled with water; one leg is in communication with the outer

atmosphere and the other with that of the mine. Usually it is

placed in the engine-house of the fan, and a pipe is carried

from it into the fan drift. The suction of the fan causes the

pressure of the air in the mine to be less than that of the external

atmosphere, and the diminution of pressure is indicated by the

diflerence in the heights of the two columns of water in the TJ-tube,

The manner in which a water-gauge acts can

easily be explained to students by construct-

ing a model from a Woulffs bottle (Fig. 588),
or any other bottle or jar which will take

three pieces of glass tube. If the mouth is

applied to the piece of india-rubber tube A,
air can be drawn through the bottle in the

direction indicated by the arrows. "With a

certain degree of suction, the resistance

caused by the passage through the tube B
becomes plain, and a strong air current is

not produced unril the external pressure is

decidedly greater than that inside the bottle,

which is indicated by the rise of the coloured

water in the gauge C, as shown in the figure.

In the instruments employed in mines, the difference in

pressure is measured by a scale which can be moved up and down
by a screw, so as to make the zero correspond with the level of

the water in the free limb. It usually varies from i to 4
inches. In order to prevent the water in the gauge from
oscillating rapidly up and down, which Avould happen if the

current were irregular, the tube connecting the two upright

limbs is contracted, or, what comes to the same thing, the gauge is

* Joint Committee of tlie North of England Institute of Mining and
Mechanical Engineers, Midland Institute of Mining, Civil, and Mechanical
Engineers, and the South Wales Institute of Engineers, " On Mechanical
Ventilators, 1S8S," " (^b-ervations to be Made, and Instructions to the
Engineers." Trans. X. E. Inst. M. M. Emj.^ vol. xxwii , 1SS7-S, p. 190.
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made in the form of two chambers with a glass front and a connect-

ing aperture, the size of which can be reguhi,ted by a tap. This
is Dickinson's water-gauge,* which is a brass box 6 inches hitrh,

4 inches wide, and 3 inches deep, with a partition in the middle,

making two chambers each 2 inches by 3 inches. A glass front

shows the two columns of water, and a scale, graduated into

inches and tenths, enables the difference in their heights to be

measured.

E£aciency of Ventilating Appliances.—The efficiency of

a fan or other ventilator is calculated by comparing the work
which it does in drawing air through the mine, with the work done
by the steam in moving the piston of the engine that drives it.

The work done in moving air is reckoned from the volume
displaced and the pressure ; the former is ascertained by the
anemometer and the latter by the water-gauge. As a cubic foot

of water weighs 62-42^ pounds, each inch indicated by the water-

gauge will represent pressure of one-twelfth of this amount, or 5-2

pounds per square foot. A depression of the water-gauge of 2 inches
will mean 2 x 5*2 or io"4 pounds pressure per square foot. In
common parlance the word " depression " is understood, and
the miner speaks of a " water-gauge " of 2 inches, for instance,

meaning thereby a depression of the water-gauge.

The work done is looked upon as that of pushing a volume of

air through a pipe under the pressure indicated by the water-
gauge. Let A represent the area of the airway in square feet, V
the velocity of the air current in feet per minute, as measured by
the anemometer, W the water-gauge in inches, 5-2 pounds being
the weight of a column of water one inch high with an area of

I square foot, E the useful effect of the ventilator.

Then
E = (A V W X 5-2) foot-pounds per minute.

To ascertain the horse-power it is only necessary to divide by
33,000, and we may state :

A V W
-1:1 II. P.

33.000

Thus to take an example :

If the quantity of air in circulation, A V, is 100,000 cubic feet

per minute, the water-gauge 1-5 inches, the useful etl'ect of the
ventilation will be

:

1-5 X 5'2 _
33.000

23-63 H. P.

The efficiency of the ventilating plant is the ratio of the horse-
power of the ventilation so calculated to the indicated horse-
power of the driving engine.

* Dickinson, op. cif., p. 12.
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Supposing that the indicated horse-power was found to be 45,
we should have the ratio of 23'63 to 45 as denoting the efficiency.

In other words :

2 "'6''

Efficiency = ^—Az= -5251 or 52-51 per cent.

Resistance caused by Friction.—The amount of power
required to overcome the friction of the air current in passing

through the passages of the mine must be studied, because it is

an important factor in the problem of ventilation ; and unless its

effects are appreciated the best method of arranging the ventila-

tion will not be understood.

The amount of friction depends upon five conditions

:

1. The length of the airway, which we may call L.

2. The perimeter of the airway, P.

3. The sectional area of the airway, A.

4. The velocity of the current, Y.

5. The nature of the rubbing surface, the effect of which miy be
expressed by a co-efficient C.

The friction is directly proportional to the length of the airway
and its perimeter ; in other words, if there is twice as much
rubbing surface, there is twice as much friction. It is inversely

proportional to the sectional area of the airway—that is to say, a

level 7 feet high and 10 feet wide will cause only one-half of the

friction produced in a level of the same height, but 5 feet wide.

Lastly, the friction increases as the square of the velocity.

These relations may be expressed by the general formula ;

L P V-
Resistance due to friction = C -

—

It is evident from this formula that it is desirable to shorten

the path of the air as far as possible ; much is done in this

direction nowadays by " splitting" the air current—that is to say,

dividing it into separate branches instead of causing the whole

of the current of the downcast shaft to travel through the entire

length of the workings.

With regard to the second factor, the perimeter, it may be

well to notice that a circular section is the one with which a given

length of perimeter affords the largest area. Take, for instance,

the case just cited of a rectangular airway, 7 feet high by 5 feet

wide, with a perimeter of 24 feet and an area of 35 square feet.

A circle having a circumference of 24 feet would have an area of

45*8 square feet, or 30 per cent, more than the rectangle.

Splitting has also the effect of reducing the velocity required

for the passage of a given quantity of air through the mine.

Suppose that 90,000 cubic feet are wanted per minute in order

to ventilate the mine ; if the mine is divided into three equal

and similar districts and each Ls ventilated sepai-ately by one-
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third of the main current, the velocity of the minor currei.ts

need be only one-third of what would have been necessary if all

the air had had to travel by one road. Reducing the velocity

to one-third means, according to the formula, a diminution of the

resistance caused by friction to one-ninth.

The co-efficient, C, varies according to the nature of the

rubbing surface ; in smooth passages, such as those of levels lined

by an arching of brick, it will naturally be less than in the

irregular airways along the working face, or in an airway with

frames of timber, foi'ming a succession of projecting obstacles at

short intervals.

Fig. 5S9.

Scale

If the resistance due to friction, or, in other words, the pressure

required to overcome it, is measured in pounds per square foot,

then taking L and P in feet, V in thousands of feet per minute,
and A in square feet, the co-efficient C varies from o'oo2 to o"oi4*
according to the nature of the airway.

Mining engineers owe a debt of gratitude to M. Murguef for

his graphic representation (Fig. 589), which illustrates the influ-

* Elwen, " An Account of Experiments on the Resistance to Air Currents
in Mines,'' and AValton Brown in the discussion. Trans. N.E. Inst. M. E.,

vol. xxxviii., i8SS-g, p. 205-21S.

f
" Recherches Experimentales sur la Perte de Charges dans les Parcours

Souterrains," BvlL t^'oc. Lid. Min., vol. vii. , 1893, p. 5 ; and translation in

Trans. Amcr. Inst. 1\1. E., vol. xxii., 1893- 1894.
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ence of the sides of an airway in a most striking fashion. He
compares three kinds of airways : one ai-ched, A B C ; a second,

D E F G, in bare rock ; and a third, H I J K, Hned with timber

;

and he shows that, with the dimensions given in the figure, all

three airways produce the same amount of friction, or cause the

same loss of " head." In other words, the arched passage ABC,
in spite of its small dimensions, offers no greater resistance to the

air current than the large timbered tunnel H I J K ; whilst you
may put the brick lining ABC inside a level D E F G without

in any way requiring additional ventilating power. He concludes

that it is more important to diminish the friction in the air-

passages than to seek for better ventilators, and that the miner
can lessen the resistance to air-currents not only by increasing

the size of his levels, but also by lining them with brick or stone

in place of timber, and by keeping them as straight as possible.
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CHAPTER XI.

LIGHTING.

Reflected daylight—Candles, candle-holders—Lamps and lamp oil—Wells
light—Magnesium wire—Safety lamps : Davy, Clanny, Mueseler,

Marsaut, Hepplewhite-Gray—Locks : lead rivet, magnetic bolt,

Cuvelier's lock—Coal gas—Electricity.

Mines are usually lighted by candles, torches, lamps, gas, or

electricity.

In a few cases the miner does his work without artificial light.

In sinking oil-wells in Burma,* the quantity of explosive gas is

so great that no naked light can be used, and even if the work-

man had a safety lamp, he would be unable to stay below ground

long without being affected by the noxiovis atmosphere. He
therefore carries no light at all, and has his eyes bandaged up
before he goes down, because otherwise it would take longer for

his eyes to become accustomed to the semi-darkness of the bottom
of the pit, than the whole time he can stay below ground.

Reflected Daylight.—For sinking oil-wells in Japan t
reflected daylight is used. A piece of yellowish translucent oil-

paper, about 5 feet hy ^h feet, is suspended over the well at an
angle of 45° and throws light down the pit. The wells are about

3 1 feet square, and are dug to a depth of 600 to 900 feet.

In driving the Bell tunnel at the New Idria quicksilver mine, J

in California, there was a disastrous explosion from the igni-

tion of some inflammable gas, and after this occurrence the

tunnel was lighted by the reflection of the sun's rays. A mirror

was kept at the mouth of the drift at the proper angle to effect

this, and with a straight tunnel and in a sunny country like

California the device answered perfectly.

Candles.—The candles used by miners are very frequently

the so-called "dips"—that is to say, they are made by dipping a

wick into molten tallow and allowing it to take up grease; the

process is repeated several times, until the thickness of tallow is

sufficient. The wick is made of cotton, or of cotton and linen.

* Noetling, Bee. Geol. Surrey India, vol. xxii., 1889, P- 97-

t Redwood, "Petroleum and its Products," Jowr. Sjc. Arts, vol. xxxiv.,

1886, p. 832.

X Becker, " Geology of the Quicksilver Deposits of the Pacific Slope,"
Mon. U.S. Geol. Survey, vol. xiii., 1888, p. 30S.
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At Snailboach Mine, in Shropshire, the mnnager stipulates that

the wick shall be made of three threads of cotton and three of

linen; this is folded, and the candle therefore has a wick of six

threads of cotton and six of linen.

The size of the candles is reckoned by the number that

go to a pound, which varies from 20 to 6. Candles of six-

teen to the pound are very commonly used by the miners, while

the agents, who want an extra amount of light for their exam-
inations, tind it convenient to have "eights" and occasionally

"sixes." These caudles require snuffing from time to time,

though I have seen snuffless dips employed in exceptional cases.

In hot mines special dips are necessaiy, for those made of

ordinary tallow become soft and bend down.

As a rule the British ore-miner holds his candle in a lump of

clay, which forms a very convenient support. It has the advan-

tage that the candle can be stuck up at any point where it is wanted,

without a moment's delay in seeking for a place to fix it; it is also

readily stuck upon the hat when the miner wants to climb a ladder

or a chain. But the clay must be soft, well kneaded, and free from

stones or lumps ; fi'om time to time it has to be moistened, and
care and practice are required in order to work it down properly

as the candle is consumed.

In the Foi'est of Dean many years ago, the candle was stuck

into a cleft stick, which was cari'ied in the mouth. Nowadays metal

candle-holders are used instead, with a point which can be stuck

into the timber or a crevice in the rock.

The tallow candle has the disadvantage of guttering in a

draught and of causing a good deal of smoke, which is bad if the

working place is at all close. The Festiniog men guard their candles

against draughts, when walking to and from their work, by shades

made out of old meat-tins with a handle of wire. If there is

much water dropping down a shaft the miner can protect his

candle by a shield of tin-plate nailed to a piece of wood.

Grease is bad for amalgamation, and sperm candles are adopted

in some gold mines, as they aie less objectionable than those made
of tallow. Paraffin, stearine

Ficj 590. and " composite " candles may
be and are used in place of the

common dip ; they do not

stand a strong draught or

drops of water so well as the

latter, but they give less smoke
and do not gutter so much.

Moulded candles are conve-

niently carried by a holder,

such as is seen in the United States, made of a small rod of iron

with one end bent into a handle and the other pointed (Fig. 590).

In the middle there is a c\ linder of thin sheet iron Avhich has
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spring enough to clip the candle firmly ; a sharp hook, sticking

up at right angles to the horizontal rod, enables the holder to be
hung on to the slightest little projection, if there is no convenient
crevice or piece of timber into which its point can be thrust. The
Australian has a somewhat similar holder made of wire, known as

the "spider."* The wire is about one-sixteenth of an inch thick,

twisted as shown (Fig. 591);
the spiral poi-tion holds the Fio. 591.

candle, and the little hook will

hang on to the face of the

rock.

A candle-holder of some
kind is more convenient to an
official who has to make notes

underground, than the usual

lump of clay ; with the latter

it is difficult to keep the note-

book clean.

Torches.—Torches are em-
ployed in a few exceptional

instances. The foremen at

Falun, in Sweden, carry

torches consisting of bundles
of pine sticks held together

by an iron ring, and some gold mines in Japan f were lighted a

few years ago by torches made of dried bamboo twigs; fires of

pitch-wood have been used at night when washing down gravel

by the hydraulic process.+ Large underground chambers may be
lit up for a short time, in order to examine the roof, by burning
a bundle of wood shavings soaked with naphtha and petroleum.

Lamps.—Lamps vary much in shape and size. The Sicilian

miner has a lamp of the simplest construction imaginable ; it is a

mere open cup of unglazed pottery, about 2 inches in diameter
and I inch deep, with a little lip for holding a cotton wick, which
lies loosely in the olive oil used as an illuminant. It is ruder

than the old Roman lamps found at Pompeii, which somewhat
resemble those still employed in the Hartz. The latter are

provided with a hook, by which they can be held between

the thumb and forefinger when climbing ladders; the hook
has a sharp point which the miner can stick into a timber

prop or a crevice in the rock while at work. The body of the

lamp is closed ; it has a tube for the cotton wick and a hole with

a screw-plug through which the supply of oil can be replenished.

* Annual Report of the Secretary for Mines, Victoria, for the year 1888,

Melbourne, 1889, p. 36.

t Frecheville, " The Mining and Treatment of Gold Ores in the North
of Japan," Mm. Proc, Inst. C.E., vol. Ixxv., 1883-84, p. 169.

X Bowie, Hydraulic Mining in California, New York, 1S85, p. 246.
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A prickor for trimming the wick is attached by a light chain. A
smaller but similar lamp is met %vith in France, northern Italy,

and parts of Spain ; the body is lenticular, and is suspended by a
long hook.

The foremen in the Hartz mines prefer a somewhat similar lamp
in which they can burn tallow ; it is an open tray with a rim
around it and a lip for the cotton wick ; a large lump of tallow
lies in the lamp at the opposite side to the wick, and if the agent
wishes to make a flare-up, to illuminate a working place more
thoroughly, he need only push a good supply of tallow towards the
wick holder, and soon obtains the desired etfect.

In the Mansfeld copper district the miner has a small tin lamp
which can be hung by a wire loop to a hook on the hat, if he is

climbing, or be placed upon the ground in the working place. It

has a double case, the outer one serving to catch any oil which
may run over from the spout-like wick-tube.

The Saxon miner still adheres to the " Blende," a wooden case

lined with tin-plate or brass, in which he carries a small globular

oil lamp. The case is useful in walking or climbing in very
draughty parts of the mine, and can be hung from the neck by a
leather strap.

In Scotland and in some parts of the United States, a small but
serviceable tin lamp, of the shape shown in Fig. 592,13 very common.

It can be hooked on to the hat when climbing
Fig. 502. ladders, or on to the rock. Olive oil or rape oil is

burnt in the lamps just described, and the miner
carries with him a supply in a little flask.

Lamps have the advantage of being cheaper
and cleaner than tallow candles, but the latter

do not seem likely to be displaced in English and
Welsh 01^ mines, though the Scotch lead miner
prefers the former.

Mineral oils are occasionally used instead of

vegetable oils for ordinary miners' lamps. At the underground
stone quarries near Bath the men employ small lamps fed by ben-

zoline, which is held by a sponge in the reservoir. Petroleum
" Hurricane " lamps for lighting up pit-bottoms and landings

(plats) are not uncommon, and even levels are lit up in this way
by hanging a lamp at each bend in the road. This saves the

miner the trouble of carrying a lamp, and the light is c^uite

suflicient for the purpose of tramming, even if the stretches are

somewhat long.

Flare lamps, similar to those used by " Cheap Jacks," which

generate gas from naphtha, or a mixture of naphtha and

petroleum, flowing into a hot burner, may occasionally be seen

in parts of underground slate quarries, where a good deal of light

is required for hooking- on and unhooking waggons.

Wells Light.—Among recent inventions for illuminating. I
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must specially mention the Wells light, which, after being largely

used for surface works, is now finding applications underground.
The Wells light is a contrivance for burning tar oils converted
into gas, when forced through a heated burner by pressure pro-

duced by a hand air-pump.

Fig. 593 shows the principal parts of the lamp, A is a closed

cylinder made of steel boiler plate, B is a pump worked by the
handle C, which can be used

riG. 5:3.
for pumping in either air or

oil ; whilst the light is run-

ning, the oil is drawn from a

bucket by the piece of hose

D. E is the oil which has

been pumped in, thereby

compressing the air above it

to about 20 lbs. per square

inch. On turning the tap G,
the oil is forced up the pipe

II to the generating tubes

I 1, which have been pre-

viously heated by lighting

some cotton waste and oil in

the tray K. The prelimi-

nary heating may also be
effected by burning a spray

of the oil, produced by a
special starting appliance

forming part of the lamp.

The oil in its passage through
the hot burner I is converted

into vapour, which issues

forth from the nozzle L and
produces a flame of 1 2 to 30
inches in length, with a con-

sumption of half a gallon to

1^ gallons of oil per hour,

giving a light of 500 to 4000
candles. O is a plug con-

nected to a rod which serves

the double purpose of letting off the air quickly at any time,

and also of gauging the depth of the oil in the cyHnder.
The lamp is easily carried about from place to place. The

smallest size and the larger one. No. 3, have both been employed
of late in the large chambers of the Festiniog slate mines for
examining the roof and sides, and also for plate-lapng. The
pressure of the air in the reservoir is kept up by a few strokes of
the pump from time to time.

The brilliant light emitted by burning magnesium is utilised at
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Festiniog, in addition to the Wells light, for examining tho
underground chambers. The agents of some of the mines
carry a little stock of magnesium ribbon in their pocket-books,

and set fire to a piece if they wish to throw a powerful light upon
any particular spot which may require special attention. At
two of the mines the metal is burnt in a special lamp. It

consists of a coil of magnesium ribbon about | inch wide wound
upon a reel, which is fed by clock-woik, so that it issues

from a tube at the focus of a silvered mirror about 8 inches in

diameter. The lamp is held by a convenient handle, and the light

can be directed on to any given point without dazzling the eyes.

The ribbon is consumed at the rate of about lo inches per minute

;

the lamp can be started and stopped by touching a catch which
controls the clock-work, and there are means of altering the speed
at which the ribbon is fed forwards.

Safety Lamps.—The subject of safety lamps—that is to say,

lamps which can be used in an atmos])liere containing a certain

amount of inflammable gas without fear of causing an explosion

—may seem out of place to some who suppose that their

use is confined to coal pits : but when we recollect that fire-

damp has been met with in mines worked for diamonds, gold,

iron, lead, quicksilver, salt, silver, sulphur, and tin, and
further that a lead mine in this country is lighted entirely

with such lamps, and that they are indispensable in the
case of ozokerite, it is evident that miners generally should
have some knowledge of the principles upon which they are

constructed, and the manner in which they are used. However,
in the mines with which we are dealing, safety lamps are the
exception, and, therefoi'e, the subject can be dealt with in a
summary manner.

The consti-uction of the safety lamp is based upon the fact

that gauze of a ceiiain mesh, made with wire of a certain gauge,

is capable of cooling burning gases to a point below that at

which combustion will take place—in other words, it will pre-

vent the passage of flame. Therefore, when a lamp enclosed in a
suitable cylinder of this gauze is placed in an atmosphere con-

taining fire-damp, the inflammable gas inside the envelope will

bui-n without igniting that which is outside.

I will now describe briefly the lamps most commonly in use in

mines containing inflammable gas ; they are named after their

inventors, viz., the Davy, Clanny, Mueseler, Marsaut, and Hepple-
winte-Gray Innips.

I'he ordinary Davy lavtp (Fig. 594)* consists of a brass oil

vessel b, on to which is screwed a cylinder of wire gauze a,

about it inches in diameter and 4^ to 5^ inches high. The

* The materials used in constructirg the lamps are indicated thus :

Glaas '^fmm^i £rcuss igj^f^l^ VUn ShcciMetal c^«^<>——

-
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Fig. 595.

O

jy

cylinder is further closed at the top by a cap of wire gauze e,

which overlaps the main gauze for a distance of i inch to li
inches. In the centre of the oil-vessel is a round tube containing

a cotton wick, which can be trimmed from the outside by a piece

of wire / passing up through the bottom. The gauze used has

28 holes or meshes per linear inch, or, in other words, 784 per
square inch. The wire varies slightly in size ; some which I

very carefully measured was "oid inch in diameter, and was
probably intended for No. 27 S.W.G. A maker of repute
informs me that he usually

employs No. ;^o of the old

B.VV.G. Speaking roughly,

the holes are ^^ inch (|- mm.)
square. Thi-ee rods c, attached

below to a ring screwed on
to the oil-ves.--el and above to

a plate, protect the gauze to

a certain extent. The lamp
is carried by a strong wire

ring fastened to the top

plate d. Rape, colza, or seal

oil, alone or with the addition

of petroleum, are used as il-

luminants.

The Davy lamp has several

grave defects : in the tirst

place it gives very little light

;

and secondly, as pointed out

by the Royul Commission on
Accidents in Mines,* it will

fire an explosive mixture if

the velocity of the current excec'ls 6 feet a second. According to

the photometric tests made for the Royal Commission by Professor

Clifton,t the light of the Davy lamp varied i'rom 7 to 22 percent,

of that of a standard candle ; these were laboratory experiments,

in which the light was not further diminished by the accumula-
tion of dirt, grease, soot, and coal dust upon the gauze, as may
often happen under-ground, and nothing is eaid about the absence

of illumination immediately above the himp.
With the powerful ventilating currents in use nowadays, the

second defect is a very real one ; it is sometimes overcome b}' placing

the Davy lamp in a cylindrical tin case with a glass window.
It was very natural to attempt to remedy the first defect of

the Davy lamp by using glass instead of gauze, for the lower part

of the enclosing cylinder.

In the Claniiy lamp (Fig. 595), constructed upon this principle

yj|h?

i_^_

* Preliminary Report, 188 1, p. xiii.

t Filial Iic2>0'-t, 18S6, Appendix xxi\ p. 87.
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Fig. 596.

the air which feeds the flame comes in through the gauze just above
the glass a, descends along its inner face and goes to the wick

;

the products of combustion then pass up the centre. Nothing
separates the descending current of air from the ascending current,

and consequently the oil, from want of a direct supply of fresh

air, does not always bui'n so brightly as it does in a lamp fed

from under the gauze ; but the light is far better than that of

a Davy lamp. The letter b represents one of the metal rods for

protecting the glass. Professor Clifton's experiments usually

gave 26 to 50 per cent, of the light of a standard candle, or, on
an average, more than twice as much light as the Davy. In a
current having a velocity of more than 6 feet a second it behaves
like the Davy, and ignites an explosive mixtvire.

JIueseler's lamp (Fig. 596) niay be conveniently described as a
Clanny lamp, with a chimney a fixed above the flame, and attached

at the level of the top of the glass to a dia-

phragm or horizontal partition of wire gauze
h. The path taken by the air is shown by
the arrows. The fact of the inward current of

fresh air being kept separate from the outward
cuiTcnt of foul air assists the illuminating

]iower of the lamp. The wick is sometimes
Hat.

The Mueseler lamp, which is the only one
allowed in fiery pits in Belgium, is a favour-

ite in many countries, and leaving aside its

use in collieries, I may mention that it is the

only lamp employed at the very dangerous
ozokerite mines of Boryslaw and at the Mill

Close lead mine in Derbyshire. It has the

merit of going out in an explosive atmosphere,

and of so removing a cause of danger. The
lamp is extinguisheil because the chimney is

unable to carry ofl" the products of combustion
quickly enough; they spread out under the

bottom edge of the chimney, and pollute the

fresh current to such an extent that it becomes incapable of

supporting the combustion of the oil.

The lamp will not stand being jerked or inclined, for any-

thing which will turn the currents out of their proper course

causes the bottom part of the gauze to be filled with the products

of combustion and puts the flame out. It is evident that when
the lamp is held in an inclined position, all the foul gas will not

go up the chimney, and that some will become mixed with the

inward current ; a jerk downwards checks the supply of air

passing in through the gauze, and again the lamp is extinguished.

On the other hand, it resists a horizontal current better than

the two lamps mentioned previously. If the lamp is struck
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obliquely by the current an explosion may sometimes take place

inside it.

Before concluding this very short account of the INIue^eler

lamp, it is important to point out that a mere diaphrngm with a
chimney does not necessarily constitute a lamp of the original

Belgian pattern. The dimensions of the parts are carefully

prescribed by law in Belgium, for it has been found that a
slight departure from them may affect the properties of the lamp
very materially.

A lamp which has come largely into use of late years, and
especially in this country after the favourable report of our Royal
Commission, is that of M. Marsaut, of Besseges, to whom miners

Fjg. 597.

Fig. 598.

are indebted for many useful investigations (Fig. 597). It is of the
Clanny type—that is to say, it has a glass cylinder with the air

entering above it, and no chimney ; but it has the extra safety

afforded by a second or even a third gauze, and a bonnet or shield

of sheet iron. These additions enable it to resist currents of 2000
feet per minute ; other advantages are an illuminating power of

about two-thirds of a standard candle, simplicity and stiength, for

the gauze is protected by the shield from accidental blows of the
pick or other sources of injury. The outer shield adds somewhat
to the weight of the lamp, but the slight diminution of portability

is amply repaid by the increased security which it affords.

The Hej)flevJiite-Graij lamp, with some modifications intro-

duced by Ashworth (Fig. 598), is of a totally different type; the

wick is fed with air coming in below the glass, throuirli a ring
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of wire gauze d, on the inside of an annular chamber. Wl)cn
testing for "gas," the openings at the bottom of three brass

tubes, through which the air passes into the annular chamber, are

closed, and the lamp draws its supply of air from the top of tubes.

The path taken by the air is shown by the arrows ; b b are the

holes by Avhich the products of combustion escape. The glass

is no longer cylindiical, but is made in the form of a truncated

cone, with the object of illuminating the roof ; the smallness of

the top of the shield a conduces to the same desirable object. If

the inside of the glass is blackened at the back, the efficiency

for testing is decidedly increased, as images of the flame, such as

are reflected from both sides of the oixlinary glass, no longer

trouble the observer. This lamp has the further advantage

for testing that it takes in its supply of air from the top, and
will therefore test a layer of air close to the roof which could

not be examined by an ordinaiy lamp, except by tilting it so much
that there would be danger of its going out.

Locks.—In order to prevent careless and imprudent men from
risking their lives and those of their comrades by opening their

lamps, it is nece.-sary to lock them securely before they are taken
into the workings. Various devices have been proposed and
adopted.

A little bolt screwed in by a key like a large watch-key, through
the ring holding the glass or the gauze, was thought at tirst to

ofl["--r suthcient guarantee of security ;but it was soon found that

ingenious miners could pick a lock of this kind without difficulty,

and other plans had to be devised to baffle their skill. The nui.st

common systems employed are the lead rivet, the magnetic bolt,

and the Cuvelier fastening.

The lead rivet is placed through two holes, one in the brass ring

holding the glass and the other in the oil-vessel ; it is then firmly

squeezed with a pair of nippers, and thus impressed with a mark,

which can be changed from day to day if necessary. When this

has been done, the lamp cannot be opened without cutting the

rivet, which would at once be noticed when the miner handed it

in at the end of the shift. The lamp-man easily cuts the

rivet before pi-oceeding to clean the lamp; the pieces of leid

are collected, melted up again, and once more cast into rivets. The
cost of this very effective method of locking is but slight.

Several inventors have resorted to magnetism in order to

obtain an unpickable form of lock, and Wolf's fastening is one

of this description. It consists of a bolt held in its place by a

spiing, which can only be di'awn back when the lamp is placed

against a very powerful magnet. This form of lock is largely

used.

Cuvelier's ingenious fastening, which gives great satisfaction at

some French collieries, may be described as a vertical bolt which

keeps the lamp locked until it is set free by hydraulic pre-fsure.
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Fig

The two ends of a piece of metal tube, bent into the form of a
circle, come close together under the bolt, whilst on the opposite

side there is a projecting tube with a very small hole. If hydraulic

pressure is exerted on the inside of the tube by means of an
accumulator acting through the little hole, the two arms tend to

straighten out, and the ends move a little away from one another
;

in so doing they allow the bolt to fall from its own weight and the
pressure of a spii'al spring. The operation of opening is very
quickly performed, and the hole in the projecting tube is so small

—only -^ to i of a millimetre in diameter—that the quantity of

•water used is insignificant. The hole is on the under side of the
tube and has not been found to become choked up by dirt, as

might have been expected.

Gas.—Gas is employed for lighting pit-bottoms, hanging-on
places, or sidings, where there is a large amount of traffic.

Electric Light.—Up to the present time, owing to its want of

portability, the electric light has not displaced candles and ordinary

lamps in the work of "getting" minerals, save

in a few special cases. It is true that various

small portable incandescent lamps have been in-

vented and tried, but until lately they have failed

to satisfy all the conditions which are necessary

for commercial success.

More promising than its predecessors is the

Sussmann lamp, which is now coming into the

market. A (Fig. 599) is a steel case enclosing a

dry storage battery ; B is an outer protecting cylin-

der of glass, held between four upright rods, ;

D is the vacuum bulb with the tilament which
becomes incandescent ; E and F are conical

Avhitened reflectors destined to make the best

possible use of the light. The back half of the

glass cylinder is whitened for a similar reason.

The lamp is 2| inches square at the base and
8 inches high ; it weighs 3 lbs. 10 oz. (i"64 kil.).

One pattern is said to give a light of one candle-

power for fourteen or fifteen hours, and another
three candle-power for nine and a half hours.

The advantage of this lamp over those previously

brought forward is the absence of any liquid. The interior of

the battery is solid, and consequently the lamp can be held or

laid in any position. The company owning the patents is ready

to make contracts with mine- owners to supply lamps, charge
them daily, and keep them in repair for 4(1. per lamp per week,

or about what oil alone is costing at the present time.

As regards its safety, it is stated, as the result of numerous
experiments, that the smallness of the filament prevents any
chance of its igniting exjilosive mixtures, in the event of both the
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outer cylinder and the bulb being broken. Like all other electric

lamps, it has the defect of affording no indication of fire-damp or
carbonic acid.

Where a fixed light can be used—in other words, where the
nature of the excavation to be lighted is not rapidly changing

—

the electric light is rendering incalculable services. Tims, in

sinking shafts, a few incandescent lamps hung from an electric

cable enable the miner to do his work under unaccustomed con-

ditions of brilliancy. He not only gets better illlumination, but

he is relieved from all trouble about candles or lamps, and can set

about his work as a navvy would at the surface. This means a
saving of time which is often well worth paying for. While
blasting is going on, the lamps are drawn up out of the way of

stones which might be hurled up and break the glasses.

Fixed glow lamps form a convenient and desirable means of

lighting up pit-bottoms, on-setting places, levels and sidings where
the traific is large, and ladder-ways and man-engines which are

much frequented.

When the area to be illuminated is large, an arc-lamp may be
employed with advantage. Among the first successful applications

of electric lighting to underground excavations may be mentioned
that of M. Blavier at the Angers slate quarries.* In the year

1879 he fixed two Serrin lamps in one of the huge underground
chambers with an area of 2400, square yards, and he found that

they gave light enough for all the men at work. The total cost,

reckoning everything—viz., coal, carbons, repairs, labour, deprecia-

tion of plant, and inteiest on capital—was 50 francs a day ; the

gas formerly in use cost 54 frams a day and gave much less light.

'J'he large chambers in the salt-mine of Maros-Ujvar in Hungary t
have been lighted up by electricity since 1880. The cost is some-
what greater than that of the tallow, oil, or petroleum formerly

in use ; but, per contra, the illumination is better, the men can do
more work and are more easily supervised, whilst the air of the

mine is not deteriorated by the products of combustion of the

lamps. Slanic salt-mine in Roumania has been lit with the

electric light in a similar manner since 1883.
In a previous chapter I described the working of the thick bed

of lead-bearing sandstone at Mechernich by large underground
chambers, which eventually are allowed to collai'se. Of late years

arc lights have been largely used for illumination, although the

number of men in one cliamber is never more than six and often

not more than two. The great advantage derived from the use

of the powerful light has been the possibility of removing with

safety thousands of tons of ore, which otherwise would have been
left undergound for fear of accidents in taking it down.

* Blavier, "L'Eclairage electrique aux Ardoisiei'es d'Angers," Annalea
dcK Mines, ser. 7, vol. xvii., 18S0, p. 5.

t Vest. Zcilschr. D. u. If. tV., 1S82, p. 296.
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It is proposed to use arc lights with reflectors, similar to the
naval search lights, for examining the roofs and sides of the large

underground chambers in the Welsh slate mines.

Arc lights stand in good stead when work has to be done at

night above ground. Thus, at Rio Tinto, the great open-cast

is lit up by two arc lights, one at each end of the major axis of

the elliptical pit. In the same way two arc lights of 2000 candle
power are used for night-work in washing down auriferous gravel

at the works of the Osceola Company in Nevada.* As the use of

electricity spreads for the purpose of transmitting power, we may
naturally expect further development of the lighting of parts of

mines from the same source.

* Eng. Min. Jour., vol. li., 1891, p. 630.
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CHAPTER XII.

DESCENT AND ASCENT,

Steps and slides—Ladders—Bucket or cage—Man-engine, single and
double.

At first sight this subject might seem scarcely to deserve a separate

chapter ; but if one considers the time occupied by the miner in

going to and from his work, and recollects that his hours are

reckoned " from bank to bank "

—

i.e., from the moment he leaves

the surface till he reaches it again—and if one further dwells upon
the terrible waste of energy involved by climbing up and down deep
shafts by ladders, it will be admitted that the question of descent
and ascent requires to be discussed.

Where mines are worked, by adit levels, the men naturally walk
in along the ordinary roadways. Such mines, however, are

exceptional, and the workmen generally have to climb down and
up by ladders, or are lowered and raised by the winding
machinery. The means of access to and from the workings may
be classified as follows :

1. Steps and slides.

2. Ladders.

3 Bucket or cage.

4. Man -engine.

Steps and Slides.—If the dip of a seam or vein is small,

an inclined pathway, leading down through the old workings,
forms a safe and pleasant travelling road into the mine, and it

has the further advantage that the ponies or horses can be
brought out at the end of each shift.

When the inclination reaches 20° it is well to have regular

steps, instead of making the men scramble down an irregular

path ; it is true that the miner, accustomed to the road, does not
lose so much time as a stranger in picking his way along a rough
or slippery crack, but still a bad path causes a little unnecessary
delay which is best avoided. Steps are much le.'^s fatiguing than
ladders placed so flat that part of the weight of the body has to

rest upon the arms.

Steps may be cut in the rock itself, if it is hard enough, and if

not, wooden or stone stairs can be put in, with a handrail. When
the dip is too high for making the .stair.s straight, they may be
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an-anged in a zigz.ig line, provided that the excavation affords

sufficient space. The lieight of the steps should not exceed

8 inches, so as to avoid a fatiguing lift of the foot.

In parts of the Sicilian sulphur-mines,* where the dip does not

exceed 30° to 35°, the steps are from 8 to 10 inches high and 12

to 14 inches broad, and occupy the whole width of the travelling

road ; if the dip is from 40° to 50°, two sets of steps are made, so

that the level of the ti^ead on one side corresponds with the middle
of the height on the other. This system is known as that of the

scaloni rotti, and greatly facilitates the ascent up such steep

roads.

In some of the Austrian salt-mines the men descend by wooden
slides inclined at angles varying from 30° to 50°, flattening at the

bottom so as to reduce the velocity gradually ; the miner can
increase his speed by leaning forwards or lessen it by leaning

back. The ascent is by steps.

Ladders. ^Ladders are very largely used in ore-mines all over
the world, but they vary a good deal in different countries. In
Mexico and in Chili, the common ladder is merely a pole with
notches at the sides for receiving the feet. These ladders,

especially when worn, are better fitted for barefooted or sandaled
miners than for those wearing a heavy and unyielding boot.

The so-called " centipede ladder," met with in out-of-the-way
parts of Australia, and even sometimes seen in Europe, is very
properly condemned by the inspectors of mines in Queensland.t
It is made of a single pole, often a sapling with the branches cut
off, with auger holes through which wooden pegs are inserted at

regular intervals. The projecting pegs form the rungs of the
ladder. If such a ladder is new, with the pegs set evenly and
fii-mly, and placed at a proper angle, it will serve for shallow
depths ; but ladders of this description are usually put in by men
who are not good at carpentry, they are hung vertically, the pegs
are uneven originally or are allowed to get rotten, and the suc-

cessive ladders are not securely joined ; the task of climbing then
becomes a dangerous one.

The ordinary ladder consists of two sides and a series of rungs
(staves, Cornwall). The principal points that have to be considered
are the material, the size, and the mode of fixing.

In this country the mine ladder is most commonly made with
wooden sides and iron lamgs. The sides are easily formed by
putting a sawcut through a plank as supplied by the timber-
merchant, 2 inches thick by 8 inches wide, giving two pieces 4 by 2

inches
;
pitch-pine is largely used on account of its durability.

The two sides are fastened together temporarily, and auger holes

bored through them both, so that they match exactly. The rungs

* Parodi, SuW Estrazione deJlo Solfo in Sicilia. Florence, 1873, p. 24.

t Ann. liep. Dcp. Mines, Queensland, for the Year 1889, p. 122; ibc;o,

p. 130.
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are made of pieces of round iron, f to | inches in diameter. It is

true that one may see | inch iron employed for the rungs ; but,

leaving aside the question of safety, this is false economy. The
thin rung Avears quickly, if there is much traffic, and soon has to

be replaced, entailing an expense which would have repaid the
extra cost of the thicker iron in the first instance.

On the Continent wooden rungs are common, and oak is

preferred on account of its durability ; the wooden stave is often
made flat, instead of round, so that it may last longer, and iron

sides may be seen where dry rot is very bad. A ladder made
entirely of wood is lighter than one with iron staves, and
this is an advantage if it has to be moved about much. In places

where an ordinary ladder would be knocked to pieces by blast-

ing, such as the bottom of a shaft in course of sinking, a short

length of chain ladder is put in ; the sides are made of pieces

of chain, and iron rungs are attached at suitable intervals.

Wire rope is also used for the sides of ladders, and Rochebeau
uses steel tube for the rungs. He supplies the ladders of this

description, which can be rolled up into a coil and kept in readi-

ness in case of an emergency.

A very important point is the distance between the rungs : it

should be chosen so as not to cause too great a lift of the foot at each

step, whilst at the same time the number of steps must not be
increased out of reason. Experience shows that a distance of lo
inches from centre to centre is very suitable ; ladders with a step

of 1 1 inches or 1 2 inches are far more fatiguing to climb. The
two end rungs often have collars, and, like them, the middle rung
is screwed at the ends for nuts; these add to the general strength

of the ladder ; the sides are thus kept permanently about 1

1

inches apart. If not secured in some fashion the ends may come
together a little and the middle bulge out. It is advisable to have
a uniform pattern for all the ladders in a mine, such as 14 feet,

for instance, and when an old ladder has tobe replaced, a suit-

able new one is ready in stock, without any delay for taking
measurements or making it. Two such ladders joined together

form a very convenient length for a "footway " in a shaft ; they

make a ladder 28 feet long, and allowing 4 feet to project above
the platform, for safety and comfort in getting on and off, there

remains a length of 24 feet for actual climbing between the plat-

forms or sollars. The two ladders can be fastened together by an
iron strapping-plate on each side, held in position by the nuts of

the two terminal rungs. Where the ladders have plain rungs at

the ends a strong wooden cleat nailed on to both ladders makes
the connection. In making the joint between two ladders, care

should be taken to maintain the proper distance between the
staves and the regular inclination ; for when once a man has got
into the rhythm, so to say, of climbing, he is liable to miss his

step and fall if a rung fails to come just where he expects it.
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Fig. 600 represents a ladder* made entirely of iron, such as ia

largely used in mines in the north of France. The sides are of flat

iron, 7 X 70 mm. (about ^'X 2^ ins.) and the rungs are of round
iron, 22 mm. (| inch) in diameter; they are 252 mm. (9-9 inches)
from centre to centre. Three of the rungs are bolts with nuts,

and the others are riveted; the manner of joining two ladders

by a cotter bolt with a square end is evident
from Fig. 601. The iron may be galvanised
to prevent rust'ng. Ladders of this descrip-

tion weigh lo kil. per metre (20 lbs.) per
yard.

Platforms {sollars, Cornwall) should be fixed

at short intervals; though our British law
allows them to be placed 60 feet apart, the
distance can be reduced with great advantage

Fig. 6co.

'i

Fig. 601.

I

to 18, 20, or 24 feet in perpendicular or

highly inclined shafts. A much shorter

interval would mean too many changes, and
a longer one would render falls more danger-

ous, besides curtailing the number of enforced

short rests, which are a relief in climbing up
from great depths. One side of the ladder

may be fastened to timber in the shaft

by strong staples ; and if not, it should be

kept rigid by stays, so as to prevent any
swaying.

Lastly comes the question of the angle at which the ladder

should be inclined. The mine-owner should spare no pains to

render the " travelling " as safe and as easy as possible, and
should recollect that the miner climbs with the least amount of

fatigue, when the greater part of the work of raising the body is

thrown upon the muscles of the legs and not upon those of the

* One of the patterns supplied by Romain Sartiaux, of Henin-Lietard,
Pas-de-Calais.
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arms ; the part played by the arms should be keeping the

body in a proper position and preventing falls. It may here be

noted that the miner does not climb a ladder like a bricklayer or

a house-painter. The latter place their hands upon the sides of the

ladder ; the miner grasps the rungs, and even if his foot slips, or

if a faulty rung gives way under him, he has a chance of saving

himself. In climbing down he frequently misses every alternate

stave with his hands, or, in other words, he makes two steps with

his feet for one grasp with the hand.

The most convenieat angle for ladders is about 20° from
the vertical ; if they are much flatter than this, the arms
have to be used in order to prevent the body from falling

forwards ; if they are steeper, the arms have to lift part of the

weight of the body. In either case there is fatigue for the arms,

and in the latter the danger of falls is increased ; these dis-

advantages become very marked when the ladders are placed in a
vertical or overhanging position. Ladders so fixed are prohibited

by law in this country, for it is not only the life of the man who
falls which is endangered, but he may sweep off sevei-al men
beneath him. Unfortunately, our present law does not go quite far

enough ; it forbids a vertical ladder, but permits a ladder inclined

at an angle of 1° or 2° from the vertical, provided the shaft is not

large enough to admit of any better arrangement. In other words,

it does not compel the mine-owner to sink

a shaft large enough for a proper ladder-

road. The Belgian law,* enacted twenty-
one years before ours, is more wisely

worded ; it decrees that no ladder shall be
inclined at an angle of less than 10° from
the vertical.

furthermore, of the two arrangements
shown in Fig. 602, A is better than B,

because it not only affords a greater in-

clination for the ladders, but also renders

it less likely that a man will drop through
the opening [manhole) in the platform
{sollar) if he loses his hold and falls. In
planning the regular permanent ladder-road

for the miners, it is well to avoid shafts

in which other operations, such as winding

I on. By law, in this country, the ladder

compartment has to be partitioned off from the winding compart-
ment ; a better plan, if possible, is to provide an entirely separate

shaft for a footway. In vein mines, a number of the winzes can
conveniently be set apart for " travelling " purposes. Occasionally

the ladderway is made double in the upper part of the mine, so

Fig. 602.

or pumping, are goin^

ArrutC- roval du Janvier 1S51, Article 2.
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as to prevent loss of time at the change of the shifts, when an
ascending stream of men meets a similar descending stream.

Some of the matters just mentioned may seem trifling, but,

leaving aside the question of safety, the economy derived from
fixing the ladders at the best possible inclination is by no means
small. To make this apparent, we must recollect the depths to

and from which men have to climb—viz., 300, 400, and even

500 yards or more. It is, therefore, important to save every
unnecessary expenditure of energy, which, though trifling for one
ladder, becomes considerable if very frequently repeated. When
a mine has reached a depth of 100 yards, and a fortiori when it

has exceeded it, mechanical appliances should certainly be intro-

duced for raising and lowering the men, because time and strength

are wasted by climbing ; besides which, medical men are agreed
that excessive ladder-climbing is injurious to the health of the
miner. Therefore upon hygienic and upon financial grounds, one
of the first thoughts in working a mine should be the conveyance
of the men down and up the shaft with the least possible fatigue,

by means of machinery.

Buckets and Cages.—This method of going down and com-
ing up from mines recommends itself by its simplicity, and when
carried out with modern appliances it is remarkably safe

If the machinery is being worked by hand, the miner usually

stands with one foot in the kibble and uses the other to guide
himself, while he holds the rope in his hands ; this guiding is

specially necessary when going down an inclined winze with
rough and rugged sides. Some men prefer to have one foot in

a loop at the end of the rope, whilst others like a special stir nip.

At the ozokerite mines of Boryslaw, and also in sinking oil-

wells in Burma, special precautions are taken in case the men
should become unconscious from breathing an atmosphere highly
charged with noxious gases. In every case the man is secured
b}-^ a second rope, so that he can be drawn up even if he falls

from the bucket. The Boryslaw safety-gear is a strong leathern
waist-belt to which is attached a broad strap divided into two at

each end. One thong passes over each shoulder and is buckled
to the belt, and one under each leg is attached in a similar

manner. An iron ring between the shoulders completes the gear.

It serves for attaching the second rope, or life-line, coiled upon a
separate windlass, and paid out as fast as the main rope with the
bucket in which the man stands with one leg. Many of the
shafts worked in this way are more than 150 yards deep, and one
has attained a depth of 262 yards (240 metres).

Guides are compulsory in this country after a depth of 50 yards
is exceeded, unless the owner of the mine has obtained an exemp-
tion from the inspector of the district. I explained in the chapter
upon winding how they can be applied to the kibble or bucket
even in a sinking shaft; but the usual method of ascent and
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descent is by the cage, or some form of guided box. Little need be

said about the process of lowering and raising, for it is practically

the same as winding mineral. Rules are made defining the

number of men allowed to ride at one time, and generally there

is a bar near the top of the cage which the men can hold, in case

there should be a little jerk. In some countries it is necessary

that the cage should be so enclosed that there is no possibility of

a man falling out during his rapid ride. As sending the men
down and up in this fashion interferes with the winding of

minerals, access to the cage should be easy ; even stooping causes

a little loss of time, and the despatch of the men into the mine

will be expedited if the cage is high enough for them to walk

in upright without any thought for their heads. If the space is

too low for standing up conveniently, the men may be made to

crouch down in mine-wa<rgons, which are pushed on to the cage as

if they contained mineral.

The extent of the interference with the regular winding opera-

tions will be best understood by examples. The Government
regulations at Mansfeld* do not allow a greater speed than 328

yards per minute (5 metres per second) when men are being

wound. At Ernst I, shaft, which is 411 yards (376 metres) deep,

it was reckoned, a few years ago, that seven hours out of the

twenty-four were occupied with the descent and ascent of 1069

persons, thus

:

Persons.

Morning from 4.30 A.M. to 6.30 A.M., 2 hours ... 450
Afternoon,, 12.30 p.m. „ 3.45 P.M., 3J „ ... 415
Evening „ 9.15 p.m. „ 11. o p.m., ij „ ... 204

7 » ... 1069

At Ernst III. shaft, which is 273 yards (250 m.) deep, the

figures were as follows

:

Perisons.

Morning from 5.0 A.M. to 6. 15 A.M., 1:1 hours ... 260
Afternoon „ 1. 15 P.M. „ 2.30 P.M., i:^ „ .. 234
Evening „ 9.30 P.M. „ 10.30 p.m., i „ ... 149

Total 3I „ ... 643

The cage at the former shaft took seven men at a time, and
that of the latter, sixteen men, as it was double-decked.

With the object of relieving the ordinary winding-plant from

this task in one part of the district, a new shaft was sunk solely

for raising and lowering the men.
The British law demands that, in addition to the guides already

mentioned, there should be a cover overhead, so as to protect the

men from things accidentally falling down the shaft. The use of

* Der Kupferschieferherfjbau nnd der ffiittenhetrieb zur Verarheitung der

gewonnenen Minern in den heiden Mtinxfelder Kreisen der Preuss, Provinz

tSachsen. Halle an der Saale, 1SS9, p. 72.
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a single-linked cliain is forbidden, except for the short coupling

piece connecting the cage to the rope. There must be flanges to

prevent the rope from slipping off the drum ; the winding
machine has to be provided with an adequate brake and a proper

indicator ; and, lastly, there must be means of signalling up and
down from every landing-place in the shaft. In some countries

safety catches are compulsory.

An ingenious and useful method of signalling is that of Mr.
Armstrong, who inserts an electrically insulated wire into the centre

of the winding rope for the purpose of communicating from the cage

itself to the engineman, no matter whether the cage is in motion

or not. The electric wire is brought into contact with an insulated

metal ring placed upon the crank shaft of the engine, and a
copper lever pressing upon this ring places the wire in communi-
cation with a small battery. The wire rope itself serves as a

return. The circuit can be completed by pushing a button inside

the cage, or another placed upon the roof, and the ringing of a

bell at the surface gives the necessary signals to the engineman.
This rope, which is made by Messrs. Haggle & Co., of Sunder-

land, is being used with success at collieries in the north of

England, and at one of them a separate shaft is set apart for the

men, so as not to interfere at all with the winding of coal ; the

cage carries twenty men at once, and is always in charge of a con-

ductor, whose duties resemble those of the attendant at an hotel

lift or elevator. By merely pressing a button he signals direct to

the engineman to start or to stop as required.

At mines under the Coal IS^Iines Act in this country, the rate

of Avinding men must not exceed three miles an hour after the

cage has reached a point in the shaft which is fixed by Special

Rules. However, this regulation applies only in cases where the

hoisting apparatus is not provided with some automatic contriv-

ance to prevent overwinding. In Germany a speed indicator

has to be applied when men are being raised or lowered ; among
instruments of this class may be mentioned the tachometer of

Messrs. Schaffer and Budenberg, which indicates the rate of

winding by a pointer on a dial in full view of the engineman.
Winding by the cage is not confined to perpendicular shafts.

At Carn Brea Mine in Cornwall a two-decked cage, holding six-

teen persons, runs in a shaft which is perpendicular for the

first 120 fathoms and then follows the changing dip of the lode

for 170 fathoms more. The inclination varies from about 10° to

30° from the vei'tical. In a shaft of this kind it is impossible to

wind with safety at speeds which are common at collieries
;

nevertheless the cage does very useful work, and as the rope is

renewed every four months, there is little chance of a breakage.

The cage at Junge hohe Birke* Mine, near Freiberg, consists of

* Freihergs Berg- und Hiittenicesen, 1893, p. 156.
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Ih

live small compartments one above the other, each forming, as it

were, a separate link of a chain ; the cage can thus accommodate
itself to bends in the shaft. Each compartment takes two men.

Man-engine.—The first man-engine was put up in the Hartz
in 1833, and nine years later a similar machine was fixed in

Tresavean Mine in Cornwall. Since that time this useful means
of conveying men up and down shafts has been resorted to in

other milling districts, such as Belgium, Westphalia, and Saxony.

Two kinds of man-engine are in use—the double-rod and the

single-rod machines.

The double-rod, or original man-engine, consists of two
reciprocating rods, like the main rods of pumps, carrying small

platforms upon which the men stand. The stroke

Figs. 60?, 604. is from 4 to 16 feet, and the little platforms are

arranged so that they are always opposite each

other at the beginning and end of each stroke.

Figs. 603 and 604 represent the rods in the two
final positions. A man who wishes to go down,

steps upon platform b (Fig. 603), the rod B goes

down and A goes up, so that b is brought oppo-

site c (Fig. 604). The man steps across from b

to c, the rod A makes a down stroke, and B an
up-stroke. Platform c is now opposite d (Fig.

603), and the man again steps across
;

and thus, by constantly stepping Fig. 605.

from the rod as it completes its

down-stroke, the man is gradually

conveyed to the bottom of the shaft.

By I'ever.sing the process, or, in other

Vv'ords, by stepping off on to the

opposite platform as soon as the rod has completed its

up-strol<e, the man is I'aised to the surface without any
fatigue beyond the very slight eflbrt of stepping side-

ways. If each rod makes four up and down strokes

of 10 feet each per minute, the I'ate of ascent or

descent will be So feet per minute.

The single rod man-engine has one rod carrying

steps, while fixed platforms are arranged in the

shaft so as to correspond exactly with them (Fig. 605).

If a man wants to go down, he steps on to A when
the upstroke is com] (leted; the rod goes down and
the step A is brought opposite the fixed platform b,

on to which he steps ofT. He then waits on b until

the rod his finished its up-stroke. B is brought
opposite b, he steps on to B, the rod goes down and he is brought
opposite c, where he again steps oft' and waits. By reversing the

operation he is gradually lifted up to the top of the shaft. The
ginglerod engine may be used by men going up while others are

Ir

n m



DESCENT AND ASCENT. 535

going down, provided that there is sufficient room upon the fixed

platforms (sollars, Cornwall). It is best to have platforms right

and left, as shown in the figure, and then the ascending men step

off always to the left, for instance, while the descending men take

the right hand sollars. The ascending man steps on to the man-
engine as soon as the descending man steps otf, and so the rod

may be always carrying men up or down. The usual stroke in

Cornwall is 12 feet, and there are from 3 to 6 double strokes

per minute. With 5 strokes the men descend 10 fathoms a
minute, or, in other words, a descent or ascent of 300 fathoms
occupies half-an-hour. However, after the first man has reached

the bottom, the rest will be coming down at the rate of five a
minute. The reciprocating motion is best obtained from a crank

(Fig. 706), because in this case the speed is gradually diminished

at the dead points, and the danger of an accident in stopping off

ivud on is thereby lessened ; man-engines, however, are sometimes
driven by direct-acting engines, and, at Laxey Mine, in the Isle of

!Man, a water-pressure engine furnishes the motive power for

one of these machines.

Man-engine rods are constructed of wood or iron ; and at St.

Andreasberg, in the Hartz, each rod was replaced by two wire

ropes. Like a pump rod the man-engine rod requires proper

balance-bobs and catches, and for the safety of the men a handle

is provided at a convenient height above each step. Sloping

boards should be fixed under each platform, so as to make a
funnel-shaped passage guiding the man's head into the proper

channel, in case he is not standing upright when " liding " up.

A useful addition is a small wire lope passing down from sollar

to sollar, and placed within easy reach of a man when standing

on a step ; he grasps this with one hand as he steps ofi" on going

down, and steadies himself by it if necessary. Wiien riding up,

he passes through the sollar and sees where he is going to step

before he gets oflj so it is not required on both sides of the fixed

platform. There should be a signal line, with means of working
it, at every sollar, for enabling any miner to ring and stop the

man-engine in case of an accident. It is well, too, to have a

ladder-road at the side of the man-engine, in order to afford a

means of going up or down in the event of some unexpected
breakdown of the machinery ; but the plan of fixing this ladder--

way between the two rods of a double engine is not to be com-

mended, for the wider the space between the rods the greater tho

chance of an accident.

The man-engine has the advantage that it can be safely applied

in inclined and crooked shafts, and it is convenient in vein-mining

where the men have to work at very many different levels.

The cost of raising and lowering men by the machine is not

great. At Dolcoath, a tin mine in Cornwall, more than 400
fathoms deep, it was reckoned a few years ago that lUl. per man
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per day covered all expenses, including interest upon the capital

expended and depreciation of plant.

Judging by what has taken place during the last ten years, it

seems likely that the man-engine will eventually die a natural

death. It has all but disappeared at Mansfeld, being replaced

by the safer and more convenient cage, and there seems little

probability of new machines being erected in Cornwall.
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CHAPTER XIII.

DRESSING.

I. Mechanical processes: (i) Washing in order to separate clay, mud and
sand— (2) Hand-picking—(3) Breaking up, subdivision, or shaping

—

(4) Agglomeration or consolidation—(5) Screening or sifting. II. Pro-
cesses depending upon physical properties: (i) Motion in water— (2)

Motion in air—(3) Desiccation—(4) Liquefaction and distillation—(5)
Magnetic attraction— (6) Separation according to degree of friability.

III. Processes depending upon chemical properties : (i) Solution, eva-
poration, and crystallisation—(2) Atmospheric weathering— (3) Calci-

nation—(4) Cementation or precipitation by iron—(5) Amalgamation.
Examples—Loss in dressing—Sampling.

Under the convenient term of "dressing" are included the
processes by which the miner prepares his mineral for sale, or by
which he extracts a marketable product from it. These processes

are very various, and cannot all be properly comprised under the
French heading " Preparation mecanique," because, in addition to

using mechanical means, the miner often invokes the aid of heat,

magnetism, or chemical affinity, in order to separate the valuable
material, from the worthless rock with which it is associated in

the earth. It must also be recollected that there is a bordeiland
between mining and metallurgy, on which both miner and smelter
may fairly claim a footing, because the former does not always
send away his ore in the same state of elaboration. Some may be
inclined to cut the knot by saying that the business of the miner
is at an end when the mineral is landed at the surface ; but in

actual practice this is the exception, and the person in charge of

the mine has usually to superintend certain processes which are
carried on in order to obtain a readily saleable article.

I propose in this chapter first to describe the various dressing
processes, and then to explain how they are applied to the
most important minerals with which the miner has to deal.

In order to have a clear idea of the principles which guide
the miner, it is requisite that we should classify the processes

which he employs; and we may at once make three main
divisions, according as the process is effected solely by mechanical
means, or is based upon the physical or chemical properties of the
minerals treated. This classification is somewhat arbitrary

:

differences of opinion may exist, for instance, concerning solution,

some persons considering it as a chemical process, others, as a mere
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cliange of state without any chemical action ; again the process by
which a physical property is brought into play is usually effected

with the aid of mechanical appliances ; and lastly, chemical and
physical actions may both be involved in the method of treatment.
It must, therefore, be understood that the classification is estab-

lished rather for the convenience of the student, than with the
idea that the subdivisions of the subject are strictly defined in

reality. It Avill be seen also as we proceed, that many of the
sub-classes refer to exceptional processes applicable only to special

minerals.

The following table gives an outline of the operations employed
in dressing

:

I. Mechanical Processes.

1. Washing in order to separate clay, mud and sand.
2. Hand-picking.

3. Breaking up, subdivision, or shaping.

4. Agglomeration or consolidation.

5. Screening or sifting

—

i.e., classification according to size.

II. Processes depending upon Physical Pkopekties.

1. Motion in water.

2. Motion in air.

3. Desiccation.

4. Liquefaction and distillation.

5. Magnetic attraction.

6. Sepaiation according to degree of friability.

III. Pr.ocESSES depending upon Chemical Pkopekties.

1. Solution, evaporation and crjbtallisation.

2. Atmospheric weathering.

3. Calcination.

4. Cementation or precipitation by iron.

5. Amalgamation.

I. MECHANICAL PROCESSES.

(i) WASHING.—The object of washing is twofold: removal
of earthy impurities, and preliminary cleansing previous to hand-
picking, for the valuable mineral, as it comes from the mine, is

often completely masked by a coating of dirt.

The process is carried out by hnnd or by machinery. Tho
simplest appliances are the pan and the batea, which aie specially

ii.^ed in the case of gold and tin. The pan is a circular di.-h made
of tin-plate or stamped ii'on or steel, about 15 or 16 inches in

diameter at the top and 10 or 11 at the bottom, with a depth of 3
or 4 inches. After having been partly filled with the mineral t(j

be washed, it is held in a pool of water, or a vat, in which it can
be moved so as to impart a circular motion to its contents. By
suitably inclining the edge, the muddy stream is made to flow ofl,

more clean wutei' is taken on, and the process is repeated until there
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remains nothing butwell-washed sand and gravel inthebottom. The
big stones are taken out and examined, and thi'own away if woith-
less ; large nuggets, if present, are now visible and can be picked

out, whilst the small stones and sand are again mixed with water
and washed, so that the lighter particles flow over the edge and the
heavy ones remain in the pan. By careful manipulation the
water Ls made to run repeatedly over the residue, and separate the
various ingredients according to their specitic gravities, as will be
explained later. The pan, therefore, acts not only as a washer, but
also as a concentrator.

Though the main use of the pan is for prospecting, it must be
remembered that very large quantities of alluvial gold have been
extracted by its aid.

The batea fulfils the same purpose as the pan. It is usually

a shallow conical bowl made of wood, stamped sheet iron,

hammered copper, or spun aluminium or copper. Convenient
dimensions are: diameter i8 to 20 inches and depth 2| to 3
inches. In some parts of India the wooden gold-washing dish is

rectangular. The mineral is treated much in the same way as in the
pan, but the batea has the great advantage of bringing all the
-heaviest particles to a point, instead of an edge. Much gold has
been obtained with this primitive appliance, especially in South
America and Central America, whilst in the Malay Peninsula
it is used for extracting tin ore from gravel, and in Brazil

for washing out diamonds. In prospecting the bat ea is in-

valuable.

If large quantities of minei^al have to be handled, it is necessary

to separate the adherent dirt in some cheaper fashion. Occupying
an intermediate position between the hand-bowls and the rotary
machines are simple washing pits of different descriptions.

Some of the lead ore of North Wales occurs in the form of solid

lumps of galena enveloped in clay. The ore coming from the
mine is thrown into a stone-lined pit about 18 inches deep, partly

filled with water, in which it i^ pushed backwards and forwards
until the galena is separated from its clayey matrix. This kind of

washing pit is known as a "jobbing huddle."

Phosphatic nodules are cleansed from sand in a similar manner,
by being raked or shovelled backwards and forwards in long
wooden troughs full of water.

The Australian puddling machine is an example of an
appliance for doing similar work by the aid of a horse or other
available power. It is a circular pit in which gold-bearing gravel

is stirred up with water by knives attached to radial arms, which
are carried round by a vertical axis.

The rotary washing machine employed at the diamond mines
(Fig. 606) is identical in principle. The object is to free the
weathered " blue ground " from the finest sand and mud and leave a
clean gravel in which the diamonds shall be distinctly visible. The
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rotary washer is an annular iron pan A (Fig. 606) 8 to 15 feet in
diameter and 16 inches to 2 feet deep externally, whilst the inner
rim, B, 4 feet in diameter, is only 6 inches deep. In the centre
is a revolving vertical shaft, C, carrying S or 10 radial arms,
D, each provided with 6 or 7 vertical blades which dip into the
mud and gravel, and stir it up as they revolve. At De Beers
mine the washers are usually 14 feet in diameter. The stuff is

fed in at the outer circumference by a shoot coming from a
screen, and the muddy water escapes over the low inner rim of
the pan. The teeth or stirring knives are arranged so as to bring

Fig. 606.

Olcimetre-s 10 1^

the heavy gravel towards the outer circumference. As a pre-

caution, the muddy water flowing out of the washer is run into

a similar machine, and is again stirred up so as to catch any
diamonds which may by chance have escaped in the first operation.

When the pan has been at work for twelve hours, a sliding door

is pulled out at the bottom, through which the gravel falls into a
truck underneath, as it is drawn round by scrapers attached to

the arms.

Another form of mechanical washer* (Fig. 607) is a revolving

sheet iron drum, made in the form of a truncated cone revolving

upon a horizontal axis, and provided with internal stirring blades.

The " stuff " to be washed is fed in at the centre of the small end

Linkenbach, Die Aufbereituruj der Erze, Berlin, 18S7, jjlate II.
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with a stream of water. In Fig. 607, a is the drum, h the conical

mouth, cc the arms which attach the drum to the central shaft d
;

ee are teeth, /the shoot from a hopper, gr a pipe bringing water, the
amount of which can be regulated by a cock. The greater part of

this particular drum is perforated, and it acts as a sizing machine
after having done the washing ; m is the driving pulley, h an iron

trough catching the discharge of the sieve, and i a small trough
which takes the stones discarded by the sieve.

This machine is intended for washing small stuff (" smalls ")

previous to picking. The washing of the larger lumps is often
effected by turning a stream of water upon them over a coarse
iron giating.

Fig. 607.

1 1

(2) HAND-PICKING.—No process is simpler in principle, it is

merely the separation by hand into classes of varying quality and
richness ; the difficulty in practice is to know how far it should
be carried, before the mineral is treated by machinery.

In many cases hand-picking may begin underground, and
where worthless rock can be so separated without difficulty,

it should be removed with care, so as to avoid useless ex-

penditure for tramming, hoisting and dressing. If a mineral
is specially valuable, it is often worth while picking it out and
sending it up by itself, with a view to preventing loss or theft in

transit, or loss in dressing due to the admixture of a large pro-
portion of refuse. Picking of this kind is resorted to in working
rich pockets of gold or silver ore under the superintendence of a
foreman. Pieces of pure ozokerite are picked out by the
Boryslaw miners and sent to the surface in sacks, and the men
are stimulated to do the work as thoroughly as possible by a
premium paid for the clean lumps.
By the dim light of a candle the picking proce.^^s cannot, as a

rule, be carried further than the separation of worthless rock, and,
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uoiv\sioiiiill\ . tlu> .sl^I^vtion o{ ^ouxo vory rii-h piiHvsof iniiionjl ; nor,

if (h«^ liijhl. \voi»> hottor, would it bo :ulvis;jl>lo to do more, lor tlio

uiuioiirr»>uiui (i;ilHc would ho oouiplioatod if a lunnborof classes of

luiiior.'il wcro mailo, ;uid tho work of pickinjj nvu bo better per-

formed by keen-eyetl boys and girls at tho surfaee than by the
itiinei's undergnnuid. osjuvially after t hey have passed middle age.

l*ieking is geuiMiilly earried on after tlie mineral has been
subjeeled to a washing proeess of stniie kind. Tho washed
mineral is spread ovJt t>n a table, and boys and girls, standing by
(he side, separate the stones that lie before them aeeording to their

richness and the snbsecpient pi'oeesses they will luive to undergo.
A scnvper made of a piece of iron, bent as shown by
Fig. (ioS, .assists them in drawing tho lumps tow.ards

theni or into .a box, waggon, or bsu'row by the side of

thr table.

In a lead- mine we may h.avo (rj) clean galena; (b)

n\i\ed ore, i.e., pieces consisting pvrtly of galena an<l

partly of barren veinstone
;

(r) barren veinstone and
pieces of the surrounding rocks [countrj/). This is a
most simple ease ; but very frequently one has to deal

with a dt^posit producing the ores of two or three

met.-Us, especially in the case of lead aud zinc, and
then the cl.assiti<"atiou into various qualities becomes

O nunv complicated.

Where the amount of mineral to be picked is con-

siderable, labour may be economised by self-discharging t-sibles,

of which there are two kinds—revolving round tables and tra-

velling-bolts.

With the former the minenvl is fed on at some point of the

circumference and the picking is done by boys or girls standing

around. They select pieces of cert^iin qualities and richness as

the table ixn-olves in front of them, and llnally, when a revolu-

tion is .all but completed, notliing remains on the table but mineral

of one quality, w Inch is swept into a box or waggon by a fixed

projecting scT;\per.

Endless belts are made of hemp, wire-gauze, or steel plates

attached to endless ch:uns, and they ;xre sometimes as much .as

4 feet wide. The refuse is picked off .as the minei'ul tmvels bj',

and the clean product c:in at once be delivered into railw.ay

waggons, ready for despitch to smelting works or to some further

pn-xvss of dressiiic.

(3> BREAKING UP. SUBDIVISION, OR SHAPING
—Reiluction in siie is ntvess;\ry for various reasons. Even when
an ore is clean enough for the smelter, the hvrge lumps ai^e

often crushed by the miner for the sake of obt,aining a fair sample
of the whole, or of supplying a product which is at once fit for

the furnace. Fertilisers, cements and pigments have to be finely

civund befoiv thev can l>e used, and the irrindinjr mav or mav
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not take place at the mine. The chief object of breaking up,

however, is to set free the particles of ore, which are generally

found enclosed in or adhering to particles of barren veinstone.

Few processes in dressing are of more importance than the

proper breaking up of the ore or other mineral. A very large

number of machines are employed suitable for the different

substances which have to be treated, and it will be impossible

Fig. 609.

RAGGING.

within the limits of this chapter to do more than pass the most
important in review in a somewhat summary manner.

The breaking may be done by hand or by machinery.
The processes of breaking by hand may be divided, according to

the precise object in view, into r

a. Breaking with the sledge hammer [ragging and sjjalling],

b. Cobbing.
c. Bucking.
d. Splitting.

c. Trimming into shape with the saw, axe, hammer, or knife.
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a. Breaking with the Sledge Hammor.—The term
^^ ragging" is applied, in Cornwall (Fig. 609)* to the process of

breaking up the very big lumps (rocks) as they come from the
mine by a large sleJge hammer weighing about 10 or 12 lbs. The

Fig. 610.

SPALLINC .

work is done by men, who, in addition to breaking the lumps,
may separate the broken pieces into various categories according
to quality.

Spalling is work of a similar nature, but performed with a
smaller sledge, weighing 4 or 5 lbs., which in Cornwall can be
wielded by a woman (Fig, 610). Sometimes there is a little

COBBI NO.

picking at the same time. The process of spalling is often a

preliminary to crushing by stamps or rolls.

b. Cobbing.—Cobbing is a special kind of breaking with a

small hammer, in which the blow is directed with the object of

knocking off a piece of poor rock from a lump of mixed ore and
refuse. The work is usually pei-formed by women (Fig. 611),

* Henderson, " On the Dressing of Tin and Copper Ores in Cornw.ill,"

Proc. Inst. C.E., vol. xvii., 1S57-5S, plate 7.
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girls, or bo3-s, who commonly sit down and strike the lumps upon
an anvil of some kind, often an old stamp-head. As the lump.s
are held in position by the left hand, a badly directed blow may

Fig. 6i2.

Fig. 613.

BUCKING MILLS.

cause a nasty wound ; to prevent injuries of this kind, the girls

formerly employed in cobbing copper ore, at the Mona and Parys
mines in Anglesey, wore pieces of iron around their fingers, and
short pieces of india-rubber tube are used for the same purpose.

c. Bucking.—Bucking is breaking with

a very broad flat hammer in order to reduce

an ore to coarse powder. The hammer, called

a "bucking-iron," is about 4 inches square

with a steel face ; the handle is from 18 inches

to 2 feet long. The ore is .struck upon a thick

flat plate of iron (Fig. 612).

d. Splitting.—Splitting is required with
slate, and also with stone which will rend
along certain directions other than cleavage

planes, such as planes of bedding. It is done
with a wedge of some kind, increasing in

sharpness with the thinness of the slice re-

quired. Blocks of slate are split by the
Welsh quarrymen with a stout wedge into

slabs about 3 inches thick, and the process

is then repeated with a thin one (" cyn maen
hollti") {¥\g^. 613) until they obtain a roofing material often not

T
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e. Trimming.—Trimminfj into shape is necessary with many
kinds of stone. Thus the Bath freestone is resawn by hand at

the surface (Fig. 156), if the blocks are not quite suitable for the

market as they come from the mine. The hearthstone raised at

Godatone in Surrey is hewn into neat blocks by a peculiar double-

headed axe, whilst paving- stones, chert, and gun-flints are

fashioned with the hammer; roofing-slate is chopped into rect-

angular pieces with a large knife.

Many of these hand-processes are gradually disappearing,

owing to the introduction of machinery which will perform the

work with a saving of time and labour.

Machines for breaking up, subdividing, or shaping ores and stone

may be classed as follows :

a. Breakers with reciprocating jaws.

b. Stamps.
c. Eolls.

d. Mills.

e. Edge-runners.

/. Ball-grinders.

g. Disintegrators.

/*. Conical grinders and breakers.

i. Centrifugal grinders.

j. Pneurnatic pulverisers.

k. Miscellaneous pulverisers.

I. Sawing machines.
m. Planing machines.
n. Slatemaking machines.

a. Jaw-breakers.—These machines, often called rock-breakers

and stone-breakers, crack stones by the near approach to one

another of two powerful iron or steel jaws. TJie best known
stone-breaker is the machine invented by Blake, which has

rendered inestimable services to the miner for the last thirty

•years, and the introduction of which constituted a most important

step in advance in the art of ore-dressing. Its mode of action is

very simple. When the shaft A (Fig. 614) revolves, an eccentric

raises the pitman B,and by means of the toggle-plates C causes

the movable jaw D to approach the lixed jaw E, and so crack any
stones lying between them. During the descent of the pitman the

jaw D is drawn back by an india-rubber spring. The jaws are

usually toothed, the ridges of one jaw being opposite the grooves of

the other when the machine is employed for breaking stones at

mines ; if the object is to make road-metal, the t%vo sets of ridges

are brought opposite each other. The wearing parts of the two

jaws E J^ and D D are replaceable, and if these castings cannot be

immediately obtained in a distant country, it is possible to do

good work with flat plates of steel.

The stone-breaker used at mines commonly has the renewable

part of each jaw made of one casting instead of two as represented

in the figure. The distance between the two jaws, and conse-
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quently the fineness of the product, can be regulated by raising

or lowering the wedge-piece on the right-hand side of the figure,

or by inserting other toggle-plates.

The Blake rock-breaker, with the improvements introduced by

Marsden, is made in various sizes, so as to take stones as large as

34 inches by i8 inches; the smallest machine is lo inches by 8

inches in the mouth.
Yarious similar machines are in the market. Baxter claims that

he produces fewer small chips and less dust—matters of import-

ance in making road-metal—by his so-called " knapping-motion."

Marsden has a breaker with what he calls a " lever motion," in

which the toggle-plate moving the jaw forwards is impelled by a

Fig. 614.

bent lever worked by crank. Hall has two movable jaws placed

side by side which act alternately ; as all the parts are balanced,

less power is said to be required to drive it. Lester's machine is

very simple, as the moving jaw is driven directly by the pitman
without the intervention of any toggle-plates.

For crushing to finer sizes, Marsden has an ingenious pulveriser.

It resembles his stone-breaker by having two jaws, one fixed and
the other movable, but the moving jaw has a rubbing as well as a
squeezing action. The machine is supplied with a sieve, so that

any part of the product not fine enough for use is returned

automatically so as to be recrushed.

The Dodge crusher (Fig. 615*) difiers from tbose just described

* Copied hj permission from a paper by Mr. A. H. Curtis, which may be
consulted with advantage by those who desire information on the subject

of crushing :
" Gold-quartz Reduction," Prac. Inst. C. E., vol. cviii., 1891-92.

p. 108. J'urther details are given by Professor Egleston in his useful

paper, "California Stamp Mills," .£'?(^jneeri«^, vol. xli., 1880, pp. 19, 85,

163, 25&.
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in having the moving jaw pivoted below, instead of above

Consequently the effect of the stroke is felt most at the top.

One object of this arrangement is to obtain a more uniform

product than is possible with a constantly varying discharge orifice,

like that of the Blake breaker.

Fig. 615.

THE OODCE CRUSHER.

b. Stamps.—Though used at mines for several centuries,

stamps still hold their own in spite of many competing forms of

crushing machinery. The simplest mode of describing stamps

is to say that they are pestles worked by machinery in large mortars.

In most instances the blow of the pestle Ls caused by its mere
weight, sometimes a spring is added, and occasionally the action of

gravity is aided by compressed air, or by steam pressure. Wo
thus have four kinds of stamps

:

a. Gravitatiou stamps.

/3, Stamps with spring.

7. Compressed air stamps.
5. Steam-hammer stamps.

A little study of the accompanying figures (616-620*) will

explain the most impoitant characteristics of a modern stamp-

battery.

a. A A (Fig 616) are blocks of timber forming the solid founda-

tion, which is required on account of the heavy pounding action of

the machinery ; B B, the transverse sills, with the battery-posts

C C, the braces E and the tie-timbers D D form the framework

holding the mortar or battery-box {ko/er, Cornwall) F, in which

the mineral is povinded by any one of the five stamps moving

up and down in it. G is a perforated plate or screen which pre-

vents the mineral from leaving the mortar until it has been

brought down to the required degree of fineness. H is the shaft

carrying cams, which lift the stems by tappets ; K K are the

ends of the stems or lifters of the stamps proper; L is the

pulley through which motion is transmitted to the cam shaft by

* Curtis, Op. cit.
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the belt upon the driving pulley M. N is the gear by means of

which the driving belt can be tightened.

Fig. 6i6.

10 STAMP BATTERY, WOODEN FRAME.

Each stamp proper, K K, consists of a turned rod of iron with
tapering ends, either of which will fit into a corresponding hole

in a cast-iron cylinder known as the " head" (Figs. 617 and 620).

Fig. 620.

Fig. 617. Fig. 61S. Fig. 619.

6INCLE DISCHARGE MORTAR.

The conical hole or socket in the bottom of the head receives the

shank of the ".shoe," which is made of cast-iron, cast-steel, or

forged steel. When worn the shoe can be removed from the head
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by driviiiij a steel key into a slot above it (Fig. 620), and the stem
or lifter is extracted in a similar manner by means of a second
slot at right angles to the first.

The mortar is shown on a larger scale in Fig. 617. It is a
cast-iron box with an opening E at the back for feeding, and one
in front, into which is wedged the frame F of the screen. Some-
times there is a screen behind as well as one in front, or screens

at both ends as well as at the two sides.

Fig. 618 represents the tappet, a hollow cylinder of cast-iron,

which is fastened to the lifter by steel keys and a gib. The gib is

a piece of ^vrought-iron fitting the
Fig. 621. curved surface of the lifter and capable

•>...3^r....^ of being jammed against it tightly

when steel keys are driven into three

holes in the tappet. As the shaft H
revolves, the cams (Fig. 619) lift the

tappets, and at the same time cause a
slight rotation of the stamp, which
conduces to regular and even wear.

The head B, with its shoe C (Fig.

617), drops upon a cylinder of similar

metal known as the die, and it is be-

tween C and D that the mineral is

pulverised. Both shoe and die wear
away and have to be changed from
time to time. The worn shoe and die

represented in Fig. 621 were reckoned

<l

to have stamped 150 tons of gold

I
quartz at the Morgan mine, North
Wales, before they were given up

;

they were made of Eraser and Chal-

mers' forged steel. The order in

which the heads drop is not invariable;

the object of any arrangement is to

make each head do its fair share of

work. Egleston mentions six dift'erent orders of dropping which
are in use, and this shows how much opinions are divided on the

subject. Among them may be mentioned 3, 4, 5, 2, i, and i,

5. 2, 4, 3-

The screens through which the pulverised mineral has to pass

are made of punched iron, steel, or copper plates, and occasionally

of wire gauze. The holes are round, or in the form of long narrow
slots. The size of the holes is better expressed by their actual

dimension than by their number per linear inch or centimetre.

The total weight of each stamp when new, that is to say stem,

head and shoe, varies from 500 to 950 lbs. ; weights of 700 to

800 lbs. are common. The precise height and number of the drops

are further points requiring consideration ; the height varies
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generally from 8 to 11 inches, aocl there are 70 to 100 drops

per minute. Ore may be stamped dry or wet ; in the latter case,

water constantly flowing into the mortar-box carries oft" the

mineral through the scieens in the form of a muddy stream
known as " pulp." Egleston reckons that the quantity of water
used in wet stamping is from 5 to ^ cubic foot per stamp per

minute, or 200 to 300 cubic feet per ton of rock stamped.

The quantity stamped per head per day must necessarily vary
within very wide limits, according to the weight of the stamps,

the nature of the stone treated, and the degree of fineness desired.

Speaking roughly, it may be said that each head will stamp 2 tons

per 24 hours and require 2 h.-p.

Kegular feeding is of mvich importance, and several automatic

arrangements can be applied to the battery for securing the

desired result. Most frequently a tappet upon one of the stems
comes into play when the stamp has a longer drop than usual,

owing to want of ore under it, and strikes a lever which biings

the ore-feeding contrivance into action.

^. Spring stamps are but little used. Patterson's " Elephant "

stamps belong to this class : the object of the inventor was to secure

a stronger and quicker blow than would be given by a mere fall,

and so enable a small machine to do more work than would be

possible if gravitation were acting alone. The stamp is worked
by a crank, and interposed between the striking head and the

connecting rod there is a strong spring, which assists by its recoil

and allows for the varying height of the ore in the battery-box.

y Husband's pneumatic stamps were designed with the same
intention—viz., a quicker and a harder blow. The stem or lifter of

the stamp is attached to a piston working in a cylinder which is

lifted rapidly up and down by a crank. There are holes in the
cylinder which allow the air to escape during the middle of the

stroke, but after it has been raised beyond a certain point,

the air below the piston becomes compressed and the stamp is

lifted. The cylinder in its downward course travels quicker than
the stamp would fall, and compressing the air above the piston

helps to drive it down and with it the stamp ; it thus increases

the force of the blows, which can be given at the rate of 140 per

minute. Though good results have been obtained in some cases,

these stamps have not made their way into general use, for mining
engineers seem to consider that the simplicity of the ordinary
stamps, and the ease with which any slight defects can be repaired,

make up for the disadvantages which Husband tried to remedy.
8. We now, lastly, come to the steam-hammer stamp, Avhich has

proved a most eflicient machine at the Lake Superior mines for

the treatment of rock containing native copper. The first

stamps of this kind were constructed by Ball in 1856; since then
great improvements have been made, and the present Leavitt

stamp will crush 250 tons of copper-bearing rock in 24 hours.
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The Ball* stamp (Fig. 622) consists of a vertical steam-cylinder,

C, with the stamping head attached to the piston-ioJ. The
various parts are designated as follows :

—

D, cast-iron die ; E,
cast-iron shoe ; F, frame of mortar ; G G, grates of punched
sheet steel ; H H, cast-iron head posts ; L, cast-iron sills or

girders; M, cast-iron mortar; P, pviUey by which the valve is

Fig. 622.

Scale.
15 Feet

driven ; R R, cross sills ; S, shoot supplying the ore ; T T, spring
timbers ; U, " urn " or cistern supplying water ; V V, cast-iron

lining plates, resting upon a cast-iron ring surrounding the die

;

Y, pulley by which the t^tamp is rotated.

The slide-valve is worked from the pulley P by the elliptical

spur-\rheels indicated by the dotted lines ; the valve is opened
fully for making the down-stroke, and the pressure of the steam

* Riithbone, "On Copper Mining in the Lake Superior District," /'rt/c.

Imt. JJech. Eh(j., 1SS7, p. 9b.
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Fig. 62-J.

greatly increases the blow due to gravity, but for making the

up-stroke the steara is admitted sharply, and in just sufficient

quantity to lift the head.

The peculiai'ity of the Leavitt * stamp lies in the differential

steam -cylinder (Fig. 623). There are two cylinders, one above
the other : a large one A with a piston B, above a small one C
with a piston D. Steam is admitted on to the top of piston

B through the valve at E, and is exhausted through a valve at

F into the condenser. The space under the piston D in the

cylinder C as well as the annular space G
is filled with steam admitted through the

opening H, and kept by a regulator at a
uniform pressure sufficient to raise the

stamp. The stamp is thus lifted by the

lower piston, and is forced down by the large

upper one against the constant pressure

exerted by the lower. The valves regu-

lating the admission of the steam and the

exhaust valves are worked by cams upon a
shaft driven by a belt from some independ-

ent source of power. The cams which
open the steam and close the exhaust valves

are fixed, but the cams which close the

admission of steam and open the exhaust
can be adjusted at pleasure.

The moving paits of each Leavitt stamp
at the Calumet and Hecla mine weigh about
5000 lbs., and the blow is struck with a
velocity of 20 to 22 feet per second. The
number of blows is 98 per minute ; the screens are made of the
best steel Jg- inch thick, punched with round holes inch
diameter, and speaking roughly about 10 tons of rock an hour
are stamped fine enough to pass through them, and are carried

away by water to the concentrating machinery.
c. Rolls.—Rolls were introduced into the West of England in

the early part of the present century to replace buckiug by hand.

They are a pair of smooth, fluted, or toothed cylinders, made of

cast-iron or steel, which revolve in opposite directions, and ci'u&.h

any stone which is allowed to fall between them.
The cylinders or rolls are generally from i foot to 3 feet in

diameter, and i foot to 3 feet wide ; they are kept pressed

together by levers or springs. For crushing metallic ores, the
diameter of the roll is generally from two to three times its

width.

The original form of crushing rolls, and one still largely used

* F. G. Cogging. "Notes on the Steam Stamp,"' Enrjimerinfj, vol. xli.,

1SS6, pp. 119, 130, 200.
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in this country, is represented in Fig. 624, in which the letters

have the following meanings : G, hopper, into which the ore is

shovelled from the floor, H H ; A B, the two cylinders or rolls

shown on a larger scale in Fig. 625. The roll B has plummer-
blocks which can slide along a bed-plate, and so allow the opening
between it and the roll A to be increased or diminished ; C is a
bent lever, to one end of which is attached a weighted box, whilst

the other constantly presses a pin against the plummer-block
of B ; the crushed rock after leaving the rolls falls into a
revolving cylindrical sieve. All that fails to pass through the

sieve drops into the " raff-wheel " E, which has buckets on the

Fig. 624.

face turned towards the crusher ; these carry up the coarse

fragments as the wheel revolves and tip them on to a sloping

apron F, whence they fall again into the hopper G to undergo a

further crushing.*

One end of the shaft of the roll A is coupled to the main driving

shaft of the machine, which carries the rafi-wheel ; the other end

has a cog-wheel which gears into a similar one on the shaft of B,

and so driven it. The inclined sieve is driven from the shaft

of A by means of bevel gearing.

An improved form of the Cornish rolls has been introduced by

Ivrom,t and is meeting with approval. His improvements are

:

* Ferguson, " On the Mechanical Appliances used for Dressing Tin and
Copper Ores in Cornwall," Proc. Inst. Mech. Enrj., 1873, plate liv., and

p. 133.

t'Krom, "Improvements in Ore-crushing Machinery," Trans. Amer.Inst.

M. E., vol. xiv., 1SS5, p. 497.
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Steel tires, pulley gearing, housing

to enclose the rollers, swinging

pillow-blocks, tie-bolts to take the

crushing strain, hopper for auto-

matically ensuring a regular feed.

The tires (Fig. 626) are made of

mild forged steel,* and are held by

two cores in the form of truncated

cones. One of the cores is shrunk
firmly on to the main shaft, the

other is split on one side, but when
drawn in towards its fellow by

bolts, it grips the shaft very tightly,

and at the same time fastens the

tire securely. The main shaft (Fig.

627) t is driven by a pulley, indi-

cated by the dotted line, revolving

Fig. 626.

at the rate of 80 to 100 times

Fig. 627.

Oc£IME.TRtSID

* Messrs Bowes Scott and Western use a special stetl of their own
which is said to be exceedingly durable. t Curlis, op. cit.
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a minute ; the other shaft is driven at the same speed, but in the

opposite direction, by crossing the driving belt of the smaller

pulley. The bearing of the shaft of the movable roll is carried

by a swinging pillow-block pivoted underneath, and constantly

drawn towards the other roll by the strong spiral springs. The
upper part of the figure I'epresents the bottom of the hopper

which supplies the rolls, and the oscillating feed-tray, set in motion

by an excentric.

Actual experience extended over a considerable time has pi-oved

that a pair of Krom rolls at the Bertrand Mill, in Nevada, will

crush 150 tons of quartzose silver ore in 24 hours, so as to

pass through a sci-een with 16 holes to the linear inch. It

is claimed that less fine dast is produced with these rolls than

with stamps, a matter of importance, owing to the losses in dress-

ing or lixiviation when there is a large proportion of slime.

Fluted rolls are used in crushing rock-salt, and toothed rolls

are used for breaking comparatively soft minerals such as rock-

salt or gypsum, and even hard stone for road-metal. Some of the

rolls for rock-salt are made of toothed rings threaded upon a

shaft, and the two rolls are arranged so that the teeth of one lie

between those of the other.

d. Mills—The term " mill " has a very vague signification

aniong miners; all sorts of machines employed in crushing and
grinding are commonly known as mills. I propose to restrict the

term to grindeis, in which the working parts consist of flat or

appioximately flat surfaces, one of which revolves. They are

called into requisition for reducing a mineral to a fine state of

division.

The typical mill of this class is the well-known flour mill, made
of two horizontal cylindrical stones, one fixed, the other revolving

;

sometimes it is the lower stone that is fixed, sometimes the upper.

Mills of this kind serve to grind barytes and fertilisers. The
stones are generally the French burr, and have to be dressed

from time to time as they wear. The mineral is fed in at the

centre, and is discharged at the circumference. Instead of one

top stone, there may be several separate pieces ; this combina-

tion forms the " arrastra " employed for grinding and amalgama-

tion.

When the mill is made of iron, with iron or steel replaceable

wearing parts, it is generally called a " pan "
; like the arrastra, it

serves for fine grin ling and amalgamating.

Millstones reed not necessarily be arranged horizontally ; the

first grinding of phosphate of lime is sometimes done by stones

set vertically, the moving stone being fixed upon a horizontal

axis.

e. Edge runners.—The edge-runner isacylinder turning upon

a horizontal axis which is made to revolve around a vertical axis.

In its simplest form, it is a lai'ge stone wheel, the horizontal axis
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of which is drawn round an upright post by a mulo. Tiie stone

crushes by its weight, and as it has to slide a Httle in order to

keep its circular path upon the bed, there is also a rubbing
action. This primitive form of edge-runner, known as the Chilian

mill, is employed in crushing and amalgamating gold and silver

ores. It is better to have two of the upright wheels at opposite

ends of the horizontal axis, as then the machine will work more
smoothly (Fig. 628). Each wheel is made of a strong tire of

chilled cast-iron wedged to a centr-e-piece of ordinary cast-iron,

and the bed is composed of sectors of chilled cast iron, which can

Fig. 628.

be changed when they are worn. The driving gear may be above
or below.

/. Ball-grinders.—In machines of this class the mineral is

pulverised by its contact with a number of cast-iron balls, which
are constantly rolling against each other when the case containin"'
them revolves.

Jordan's Centrifugal Grinder and Amalgamator is a circular
pan set upon an inclined axis with a few large iron balls like

cannon-balls which lie in the lowest part ; the machine is supplied
with crushed ore, which is soon ground tine and escapes through
a sieve placed around the outside of the pan.
The ingenious " Grusonwerk " ball-grinder (Figs. 629 and 630),

now made by Krupp, has a continuous feed and discharge. It con-
sists of a horizontal iron cylinder provided with several curved plates



558 ORE AND STONE-MTNING.

a a, which carry a number of steel balls. The stuff which is fed in by
the hopper h falls among the balls and is ground by their rubbing.

During each revolution of the drum, they drop five times as they
come to the edges of the plates. The ground mineral passes

through holes in the curved plates a «, and in the cylindrical sieve

c made of punched steel plate ; it now meets with the fine wire

gauze sieve d, which lets through all tliat is sufficiently pulverised

into the hopper s, whence it can be drawn off at pleasure. Tho
object of the punched steel sieve c is to prevent the unnecessary

wear of the fine wire gauze, which would naturally sufier if it
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were exposed to the rubbing of coarse particles. The stuff which
is too coarse to pass through the fine outer sieve d is collected by-

plates / and led back into the inside of the drum, whei-e it is

a,gaia exposed to the grinding action of the balls ; h h are lining

plates to prevent the wear of the ends of the cylinder ; 1 1 and i

denote bars closing a manhole which can be opened after the
removal of the sheet-iron casing surrounding the whole machine.

g. Disintegrators.—Though any reduction of a mineral into

fragments or powder may be spoken of as " disintegration," the
word disintegrator has been appropi-iated by the grinders which
do their work with revolving bars or beaters. The best-known
machine of this class is Carr's disintegrator (Fig. 631). It

may be described as consisting of two cylindrical cages, revolving
one inside the other in opposite directions. Each cage is made up
of two concentric sets of bars, attached to a disc on one side and
to a ring on the other. The stuff which is fed into the centre is

thrown by the bars a a oi the cage X, agairst the bars hh oi the
cage Y ; thence it flies against the outer circle of bars c c of X, and
finally against the outer cii'cle of bars d of the cage Y. It then
enters the circumferential space e, whence it can be allowed to
escape by a suitable opening in the outer casing _/.

It is claimed for this machine that some of the pulverising is

done by the impact of the particles one against the other, and that
consequently the wear of the steel bars is less than might be
expected. However, the disintegrator is found most fitted for
comparatively soft materials, such as coal, gypsum, phosphates,
and rock-salt.

Instead of being arranged in the form of concentric circles in
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this cage-like manner, the beaters are sometimes radial, and, when
revolving at a very high speed, quickly reduce soft minerals to

powder.

h. Conical Grinders.—In these grinders the crushing action

is usually produced by the revolution of a toothed cone,

inside a toothed cup; they thus resemble in principle the old-

fashioned coftee-mill. The Gates crusher (Fig. 632) acts diflerently.

It consists of an outer conical shell Q (Fig. 632), lined with

removable plates E, around which tiavels the conical breaking

Fig. 632.

head F carried by the upright sjiindle G ; both E and F are made
of chilled c:ist-iron. The lower end of the spindle G fits loosely

in the excentr-ic box D, and is a little out of the centre ; it is

supported by the step P, which can be raised or lower-ed by the

screw S, in order to regulate the distance between the breaking

head and the shell, and consequently the fineness of the crushed

product. The upper end of the spindle G lies loosely in a socket

in the top framing C. The belt-pulley T U is loose upon the

shaft X, and it drives it by means of the clutch V, firmly keyed

to X, and the pin W. In case of any undue strain, the pin W
breaks and prevents damage, for the machine at once stops until

the obstruction is i^emoved and a new pin has been inserted.
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The bevel pinion upon X drives the bevel wheel L with its

excentrie box ; when L revolves, the lower end of G is carried

round excentrically, whilst the top moves in its socket. The
breaking head is thus made to approach and recede from each
part of the shell in succession, producing practically the same
effect as the reciprocating jaw of the Blake machine. The loose

collar I serves to keep out dust, and it has a hole J, through which
the machine is oiled ; N N are holes for conveying oil to the
space Y. The material to be crushed is fed in through three
large openings in the top frame ; it falls between E and F, is

Fig. 633.

OEClMETRtSiU

crushed by the movement of the breaking head and drops through
at Q Q on to an inclined apron, whence it slides into any con-
venient bin or receptacle.

i. Centrifugal Grinders.—There are several grinding
machines in which a roller is whirled round upon the inside of a
cylinder against which it presses by centrifugal force. The
machine of this class most largely employed is the Huntington
mill (Figs. 633 and 634). A vertical shaft G, driven by bevel
gearing from below, carries a horizontal frame, which supports
four grinding rollers by the yokes Y Y lying in the pockets P.
The yoke allows a radial swing of the crushing roller against the
steel ring (Fig. 634) lining the pan in which the grinding takes
place. The construction of Paxman's improved roller is shown by

2 X
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Figures 635 to 637. R is a steel ring which does the actual
grinding and is renewable when worn; it is fixed by woodtn

Fig. 634.

OEClME-TRLilO

wedgesW to the CDre G, and a sleeve bolted on to the core receives
the spindle S. From this explanation it will be seen that

Fig. 635. Fig. 636. Fig. 637.
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the roller can revolve round the spindle S, but that the latter

does not turn upon its own axis when it is carried round by the

revolving frame supporting the yokes. A, B, C, D (Fig. 6;^^) are
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wooden scrapers which force the ore from the centre to the

circumference and so bring it under the action of the rollers. lb

is easy to understand, therefore, that when the shaft G revolves

the rollers are thrown out by centrifugal force against the

annular lining, and crush and amalgamate the ore. The stuff

which is pulverised sufficiently fine escapes through a wire-gauze

sieve placed on the side of the pan, just above the lining ring. As
this sieve has not to resist the violent blows to which the
screens of stamps are liable, it may be made of much finer

material.

_;. Pneumatic or Air-ctirrent Pulverisers. — In one of

these pulverisers, it is proposed to crush the mineral by driving
the particles violently against each other by means of two power-
ful opposite jets of air or superheated steam. To use a familiar
illustration, it may be said that stone bullets are fired from
air-guns against each other with such force that they break
into powder upon meeting.*

The Cyclone Pulveriser, which excited a good deal of interest

at the Paris Exhibition of 1889, Ls based upon the same
idea. It consists of two beaters, something like screw-propellers,

driven at a speed of 1000 to 3000 revolutions per minute
in opposite directions in a small cast-ii'on chamber or case, in

the form of two truncated cones joined together at their larger

bases. The material to be crushed is delivered regularly into

this case by mechanical feeders, and the whirlwind created
by the beaters hurls the particles against each other with
such violence that they are almost instantly reduced to the
state of impalpable powder. The fine dust produced in this

way is constantly being sucked off by a fan, and allowed
to settle in chambers whence it is conveyed mechanically
into hoppers. It can then be drawn ofl' into sacks as required.
As the aspirating force of the fans can be regulated at
pleasure, the mineral can be brought to any desired degree
of fineness without any screening. Before treatment in this

machine, the material must be crushed small enough to be set in
motion by the hurricane-like blast of the beaters; in the case

of a mineral like quartz the fragments must not be larger than
walnuts.

/.-. Miscellaneous Pulverisers.—These are so numerous
that it is out of the question even to think of giving their names.
The Sturtevant mill bears some resemblance in its mode of

action to the Cyclone pulverisers, inasmuch as the particles are
flung against each other with great force and break up in
mid-air, so to say. The stones are projected, however, by centri-

fugal force and not by air-currents. The Sturtevant mill is made
of two horizontal hollow cups which revolve at great speed in

* InihiHtrial Bevie.ir, vol. i., 1SS6, p. 56,
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opposite directions. The mineral is fed into the interval between

the two Clips, and as fast as it makes its way into one of thein,

it is hurled out again by centrifugal force and strikes other

fragments which are thrown across by the opposite cup. The
powdered mineral is drawn off through a screen by a fan.

Though the hurling cups are cylindrical, the crushed rock packs

itself into the ends ai:id forms a conical stone lining which
prevents wear upon the iron surfaces. The Sturtevant mill is

said to be largely used in the United States for grinding

phosphate of lime.

The crushing machines in these descriptions have been
arranged according to their modes of construction ; it will be well

to point out in conclusion the uses to which they are applied, viz.

:

1. Preliminary brealcine ; jaw-breakers, and Gates rock breaker.

2. Coarse crushing : rolls.

3. Fine crushing : stamps, rolls, mills of various descriptions,

and disintegrators.

I. Sawing Machines.—These are necessary in the case of

stone and slate. The simplest machine is merely a plain blade

held in a frame, moved backwards and forwards by a crank or

excentiic, whilst sand or chilled cast-iron shot and water are sup-

plied to aid the saw in its cutting work. The wire saw, already

described in a previous chapter, is employed for the same purpose.

In the case of slate, the work is visually done with circular saws.

The blocks, which have been split into slabs about 4 inches thick,

are fastened by wedges upon a sav/ing table, such as is represented

in Fig. 638. It is a cast-iron bed, A B, moving upon rollers, with

holes into which wedges can be placed for fixing the slabs of slate.

The pulley C drives the circular saw D, and at the same time

gives motion to a chain which draws the table along from one
end of its frame to the other. "When the table has gone as far as

possible, the workman turns a hand-wheel which reverses the

motion, it is drawn back, and another set of slabs are arranged

so that they may be cut when it again moves forward. The
saw sometimes lies in a semicircular trough full of water, which
serves to keep it cool.

m. Planing Machines.—Planing machines, somewhat similar
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to tho?e used in engineering shops, are employed for making the
smooth slate-slabs required for cisterns or billiard-tables. The
tool is held in one direction only and is not revei^sed after each
stroke.

n. Slate-making Machines.—Greaves' circular slate-dressing

machine (Fig. 639) does precisely the same work as the quarry-
man's knife. It is a frame carrying two knives, C, which are
made to revolve by the pulley A upon the same shaft as the little

flywheel B. D is a fixed knife and E a cast-iron arm with a
number of notches on the inside, which are gauges for enabling the
quarryman to cut the slates to exact sizes. The belt pulley A is

thrown in and out of gear by a clutch.

Another machine for doing the same kind of work acts like a

Fig. 639.

guillotine, and has a knife which slides up an 1 down vertically

between guides. In both machines the action of the hand -knife

is imitated—that is to say, the cut is made gradually along the

desired line.

(4) AGGLOMERATION OR CONSOLIDATIOlSr.—Pro-
cesses of this kind are more particularly used in the case of coal

or brown coal, small particles of which can be pressed, either

with or without the addition of some cementing material, into

blocks of fuel of convenient shapes and sizes. At the same time
agglomeration is not confined to coal : some of the poor clayey

phosphate of lime of the department of the Somme is made into

bricks, so that it may be readily burnt in kilns and depiived of

its moisture before being ground or sent away ; the so-called
" purple ore," the residue after the treatment of cupreous iron

pyrites by the wet process, and other kinds of fine iron ore, are

also sometimes made into bricks for the purpose of obtaining a
product suitable for smelting in the blast-furnace.
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In order to get rid of water, washed graphite is pressed into

cakes, which are then ready for the drying stove.

(5) SCREENING OR SIFTING.—This is an important

branch of dressing. Sometimes it is a prehminary process which
is necessary or advisable previous to concentration by specific

gravity, or to picking by hand. Sometimes it is a final process

previous to sale, and for several reasons : the purchaser usually

requires cements, pigments, and fertilisers in a state of fine sub-

division and free from any coarse particles, or, contrariwise, he may
object to ores in the form of " smalls " or dust, which would choke
his smelting furnaces. Lastly, in a case of coal, which is beyond
the province of this treatise, the consumer prefers lumps, because

they burn more readily than dust and <i fiord a rough guarantee

of purity ; whilst with anthracite the sifting process is carried out

on a very elaborate scale, in order to obtain suitable kinds of fuel.

Minerals are classified according to size by means of sieves

worked by hand or by machinery.

Hand-sieves are often employed underground for taking out

"smalls'' which are not acceptable to the purchaser. Thus at

the Merionethshii-e manganese mines, the workmen shovel the

fine stuff" on to circular hand-sieves with holes i inch square, and
use all that goes through as material for filling up. In speaking

of the iron ore worked opencast in Nnrthamptonshii-e a similar

separation of the fine was mentioned (Chap. YI., p. 288).

Sifting by hand is shown in Fig. 612 following bucking, so as

to ensure a proper degree of hand-crushing. It is more econo-

mical to employ a rectangular sieve fixed in a steeply sloping

position, and throw the mineral against it with the shovel. In-

clined gratings (grizzlies, U.S.) formed of bars of flat iron or steel,

on to which the waggons of mineral are tipped as they come from
the mine, are another form of sifting apparatus.

Machine-sieves.—Most of the sizing at mines is performed by
sieves set in motion by machinery ; thei'C are two principal kinds

of machine-sieves : flat oscillating sieves and revolving cylindrical,

conical, pyramidal, or spiral sieves.

The most common in ore mines arc revolving sieves, either cylin-

drical or in the form of truncated cones. A sieve of this kind is often

known as a " trommel." The word is expressive enough to the

German ; but it fails to tell the Enghshman that the machine is

drum-shaped, and it can be tolerated in our language simjily on
the score that it has so long been in use that it is practically

naturalised.

The sifting is done l)y wire web or liy perforated sheets of metal,

either iron, steel, copper, brass, or bronze. Eigs. 640, 641 and 642
represent sieves with round holes i, 2, and 5 millimeti-es respec-

tively. The holes are sometimes square or oblong.

The trommel consists of the perforated plate or the wire cloth

bent into the required conical or cylindrical form, and supported by
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rings attaclied by arms to a central axis. The conical trommel has
the advantage that its axle can be placed horizontal, for the slight

inclination of the sieve causes the mineral to make its way from
the feed or smaller end to the discharge or larger end, provided
of course that the machine is in motion. If the trommel is

cylindrical, its axis must be inclined in order to secure the same
result.

Fig. 640. Fig. 641. Fig. 642.

When it is necessary to separate a crushed mineral into a
number of different sizes, the trommels are commonly arranged

so as to discharge one into the other. This plan has the dis-

advantage of requii-ing much gearing or many belts, for the
sieves have to be arranged step-fashion, each one a little below
its predecessor. If, on the other hand, only one long trommel
is used, with the holes increasing in size from the feed to the

discharge end, there is the evil of letting the very coarse stuff

Fig. 642a.

wear away the fine sieve, and cau^e more frequent repairs.

A good form, made by Jacomety and Lenicque of Paris, is

that shown in Fig. 642a. The feed-end A is free from cross-arms,

having a lai'ge cast-iron ring B as sui)port, and there are in all

three sieves C, E and F. Suppose, for instance, that the trommel

is supplied with stuffwhich has left a crusher sieve with no particles

bigger than 8 millimetres (^ inch) across ; this passes on to the inner

sieve C with holes of 6 mm. (^ inch). The next ring, D, is of sheet

iron. In this way the coarsest stuff never touches the fine sieve.



568 ORE AND STONE-MINING.

The two sieves, E and F, on the outside have holes of 2 mm. and
4 mm. Consequently this trommel makes four classes : smaller than
2 mm., i.e., that which drops through the finest sieve, E ; size 2 to 4
mm., dropping through sieve F ; size 4 to 6 mm., discharged at G

;

and, lastly, size 6 to 8 mm., which passes out at H. An objection

to trommels with concentric sieves is the difficulty of effecting

repairs inside, if the plates become worn. This defect is

remedied in the trommel figured by fixing on the perforated

plates with screw bolts; they can then be taken off quickly

and easily.

II. PROCESSES DEPENDING UPON PHYSICAL
PROPERTIES.

(i) MOTION IN WATER.—Many of the more important
dressing processes depend upon the rate at which particles of mine-
rals fall in water. The velocity of fall depends upon the specific gra-

vity and the volume. A piece of galena with a specific gravity of 7-5

sinks to the bottom more quickly than a piece of quartz of equal

bulk, which has a specific gravity of only 2'6. Nevertheless,

if the piece of quartz is large enough, it will fall to the bottom as

fast as the smaller piece of galena Particles which have equal

velocities of fall, though differing in size and specific gravity, are

said to be lihe-falling or equivalent.

P. von Kittinger * gives the following table to show the rates

of fall of spheres of three minerals differing considerably in

specific gravity :

Substance.
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Fig. 643.

millimetres in diameter sinks down at almost precisely the same
rate as a sphere of galena only i millimetre in diameter. These
two particles are therefore like-falling or equivalent. It is

evident that if the sphere of galena has a greater diameter than i

millimetre it will fall faster than the grain of quartz which is 4
millimetres across. Consequently, if a mixture of minerals
difl'ering decidedly in density is separated by sifting into lots

consisting of particles nearly alike in size, there

is no difficulty in effecting a separation by their

mere descent through still water.

This fact may be rendered very plain by a
simple experiment. Prepare a mixture of like-

sized grains of coal, calc-spar, and galena by
sifting the pounded minerals and retaining, for

instance, the portion which has no particles

more than ^ inch in diameter or less than -J^-,

Put the mixture into a glass tube 4 or 5 feet

long and | inch or i inch in diameter, corked
at one end (Fig. 643). Fill completely with
water and cork the other end ; reverse the tube
briskly and hold it upright. The galena will

fall to the bottom first, then the calc-spar, and
lastly the coal, and the three minerals will form
separate layers distinctly marked by their

differences of colour. A shorter and narrower
tube may be used, but the greater the depth of

the water the more accurately can the descent

of the particles be watched.

The experiment may be repeated by reversing

the tube, for the galena will soon make up by
its high specific gravity for the slightly longer

path which it has to travel.

Though the final velocity attained by a par-

ticle of a mineral falling through water depends
both upon its volume and its specific gravity,

it is nevertheless true that in the early part of

the fall the influence of the specific gravity preponderates, and
the denser particles take the lead. This appears from the table.

Take, for instance, a particle of quartz 16 millimetres in diameter
and one of galena of 4 millimetres, which are practically like-

falling after the lapse of a second ; at the end of | second, on the
other hand, the galena is falling with a velocity 25 per cent, greater
than that of the quartz. This fact is utilised in practice, for
instead of simply letting the mixture of minerals fall through
a certain depth of still water, it is made to undergo a rapid
succession of very small falls. In this manner, particles vary-
ing in specific gravity can be separated into distinct layers,

although they have not been so closely sized as would have
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been requisite if the separation had depended upon equivalence

alone.

In a few exceptional cases the vahiable mineral rises, as it is

lighter than water ; when a mixture of ozokerite and clay is

thrown into water, the waste falls to the bottom whilst the
useful substance floats and may be skimmed off at the top.

Bitumen, too, comes to the surface when bituminous sandstone is

thrown into boiling water and stirred.

Croll's process for extracting sulphur from rock containing the
element in the native state, now abandoned on account of

practical difficulties, is another instance of a separation by buoy-
ancy. A solution of chloride of calcium was prepared strong
enough to have a specific gravity decidedly above 2 ; when the
rock was plunged into a hot solution of this kind, the sulphur
gradually liquefied, oozed out and rose to the top, leaving the
heavier matrix at the bottom.

A second method of utilising the fall in water conbit.ts in

subjecting the particles to a current flowing upwards ; by suitably

regulating its force, light paiticles can be carried away and only
the heavier allowed to sink.

Lastly, a thii-d kind of motion is tint of small particles car-

ried down inclined planes by a thin sheet of Avater.

We have now to consider the various machines by which the

fall in water is made to eflect a separation on a commercial scale.

1. Simple Fall in Water.

Keeve or Dolly-tub.—This appliance is merely a vat or tub
in which the finely divided ore is stirred and then allowed to

settle ; it is specially used for the final treatment of fine lead ore

and tin ore. The stirring may be done with a shovel whilst

the ore is thrown into the water, but more commonly blades,

attached to a vertical axle driven by gearing (Figures 644 and
645),* are made to keep the mixture of ore and water in a
thorough state of agitation. When enough ore has been added,

the stirring process (tossing) is stopped and the agitator

removed ; the contents of the vat are allowed to settle, while

the water is kept in a state of vibration by taps upon the outside

from the iron hammer b, lifted by the cams c, upon the driving

shaft. This process of settling is locally caWed packing ; as soon as

it is complete, the water is baled out or drawn oS by removing
plugs in the side, and the deposit is scraped oft" layer after layer,

incieasing in richness as the bottom is appi-oached.

Jigger or Jig.—The principal machine for concentrating

particles varying in size from i inch to -^^j- inch is the jigger.

The hand-jigger is merely a round sieve which is charged with

the crushed ore and then moved up and down in a tub full of

* Teague, "On Dressing Tin Ore," Proc. Mln. Inst. Comical', vol. i.
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water. Each time that the sieve is lowered sharply into the
water, the particles are free to drop a short distance, and they
gradually arrange themselves in layers, the heaviest at the bottom

Fig. 644. Fig. 64=

Fig. 646.

and the lightest at the ton. On lifting out the sieve the light

waste can be .'^kimmed ofl' with a scraper, leaving a well-defined

layer of the heavy rich 'mineral at the bottom, wliich is removed
separately.

This process of separation ran be watched Ijy the aid of a very
simple piece of apparatus which the stu-

dent can construct for himself (Fig. 646).

A model jigging-.'iieve can be made witli

a cylindrical lamp-glass by fixing on a

piece of wire gauze by means of sealiriir-

wax, or by tying on a piece of any net-like

fabric. A mixture of crushed coal, calc-

spar, and galena, prepared as in the pj-e-

vious case, is placed upon the sieve, and
the glass cylinder is now moved down
and up in a large tumbler partly filled

with water. A distinct separation is soon

effected.

Instead of moving the sieve in still

water, it is more common nowadays to

make the ."^ieve stationary and to force

water up through it with a pulsating action. The particles are thus

subjected to a series of repeated lifts and fall-, and after the lapse

of a little time the charge of cru.shed ore placed upon the sieve

becomes separated into a layer of rich mineral at the bottom, anil

a layer of light waste at the top ; in the middle there may be a
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layer consisting of rich particles with more or less waste material

attached to them.

An illustrative model is again easily constructed (Fig. 647) by
fixing a piece of wire gauze in a lamp-glass, between two rings

cut from india-rubber hose of suitable diameter, whilst a flexible

ball syringe supplies the means of pumping water up and down.
However, this is not the form in which the jigger

is made in actual practice. It usually consists of a
box {hutch) divided by a partial partition into two
compartments ; in one is fixed a flat sieve s (Figs. 648
and 649), which carries the ore, and in the other a
piston, p, is made to work up and down by an ex-

centric. The mode in which the separation is eflected

can be watched in a model made out of a U-tube,
with a round stick or a test-tube as the piston

(Fig. 650).

Fig, 647.

The great advantage of these jiggers is that they
readily allow a continuous feed of the ore and dis-

charge of the products without any stoppages. The
ore is fed on by a hopper placed at one end of the

machine, or is deliv^ered already mixed with water.

Several methods of discharge can be adopted : viz.,

(rt) at the end
;

(h) in the centre ; and (c) through
the meshes of the sieve.

(«) With the first kind of discharge, the enriched

product lying on the sieve passes out through open-

ings at the end of the jigger, and the amount escaping

is regulated by an adjustable shutter which enables

the size of the outlets to be increased or diminished at

pleasure ; the middle product can be drawn oft' by open-

ings placed at a slightly higher level, whilst the waste
is washed over a sill at the end of the sieve at each pulsation.

Very often a fii-st sieve simply separates a concentrated product

and discharges a poorer product on to a second sieve where a

similar separation is eflected.

{b) With the central discharge method, a pipe is brought up
through the middle of the sieve, and the size of the opening for

the escape of the concentrated ore is governed by a cylindrical

cap, which can be raised or lowered by a screw.

(c) The discharge through the sieve is specially adapted for the

finer products from the crusher, though it is also used for grains

up to and even above \ in. in diameter. The mesh of the sieve is

chosen so that tlie particles under treatment will just pass

through, but above the sieve is a layer {bed) of clean ore, or of

some substance of about the same density, in fragments too large

to drop through. The pulsations of the water cause the usual

separation into layers, and the heavy rich particles find their way
down tlirough the bod of mineral of like specific gravity and
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drop into the hutch, whence they can be drawn od' through a

hole as required. The poorer part passes over a sill at the end

Fig. 648,

Fig. 650.

of the sieve, as a worthless product, or on to a second sieve, so

that more valuable mineral may be taken out of it. Three or
four sieves are often arranged in a row in one
machine, and, by proper arrangement in

dressing mixed lead and zinc ores, the first

compartment may be made to yield clean

galena, the second a mixture of galena and
blende, the third clean blende, the fourth

mixed blende and rock, whilst the greater part

of thewaste material passes over the sill at the

end. These jiggers, with the discharge through
the sieve, are commonly known as Hartz jigs.

The number of strokes per minute, the
length of stroke and the thickness of bed
depend upon the fineness of the particles

under treatment ; the former gradually in-

creases, while the two latter decrease as the
particles diminish in size.

The piston of the jigger need not neces-

sarily be horizontal. Messrs. Kitto and Paul
place it vertically in the jiggers employed at

Frongoch mine, Cardiganshire, for treating

A and B (Fig. 651) are the two hutches, and C is a partition
in the middle. D is the piston working between two plates of

blende and galena.
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iron V V. The piston occupies the whole length of the jig,

shown by T (Fig. 652) ; it is worked by the rod E, guided
at F, and passing through a stui3ing-box, G. The reciprocating

motion is given by a crank M through the connecting-rod L and

Fig. 651.

9^

lever H, which traverses the head of the piston-rod I. The crank
has a long loop, which enables the stroke to ba varied. The same
end can be attained by an excentric with a slot, which allows the
excentricity to be altered at pleasure. N shows where the ore is

fed on, and is the place of discharge of the waste or impoverished

Fig. 652.

ore. S is the sieve, and P P are holes with plugs manipulated by
handles not shown in the figures, by which the concentrates

which pass through the sieve are drawn off. E, is the pipe bring-

ing in clean water.

2. Upward-CTirrent Separators.

We must now pass on to the second method of utilising the

motion of minerals in water, viz., by subjecting them to an
upward current; and here it may be remarked that the con-
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tinuons jic; to a certain extent produces an action of this

kind, for the light waste, brought to the top by the pulsatiDg

movement, is finally carried away by the outflow of the fresh

water.

Upward-current separators are usually inverted pyramidal or

conical boxes with water under pressure brought in near the
bottom. A stream of ore and water is fed in at the top,

some of the heavier particles sink and make their escape with a
portion of the water, at or near the bottom, whilst the lighter

grains are carried over the edge of the box. A separator of this

kind simply extracts a number of like-falling particles, and
the product may require further treatment before a sufficient

degree of concentration is obtained.

Jacom6ty and Lenicque's Separators.—Figures 653 and
654 represent Jacomety and Lenicque's pyramidal separator with
six compartments. A, B, C, D, E, F, which make seven cate-

gories from pulp with all its particles under i mm. in diameter.
Each compartment is merely a box in the form of an inverted
pyramid, and for convenience of transport, the machine is made
in three separate castings, which can be easily bolted together,
as shown at K and S. Pipes bring down water from the main
G H, and the amount supplied to each division can be regulated
by a cock ; the water strikes a little plate attached to the end
of the pipe and rises up.
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The pulp is fed on at J and escapes at K. Particles which can
overcome the upward current are discharged continuously through
a nozzle at the apex of each pyramid. These nozzles are shown
at L, M, N, 0, P, Q, ; they are easily detachable, and can be taken

YiG. 655.

^,u;ti>
'""""'

off during the progress of the work, if by any chance they
become choked.

Though separators of this kind are usually employed for the
treatment of fine sand and slime, they are occasionally applied to
comparatively coarse stuff. The separator shown in Figures 655
and 656 is used at Frongoch mine, Cardiganshire, for treating
an ore consisting of blende and galena, mixed with slate, just as it

leaves the rolls, after haying been crushed fine enough to pass
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through a sieve with 12 holes per square inch (3 holes by 4 holes).

The coarse goes to the jig.s, the tine to the buddies. It is an
inverted wooden cone A, which can be more or less com-
pletely closed at the bottom by a plug B, controlled by a handle

C, The cone stands upon a wooden box D, which receives

water under pressure from a pipe E, and is provided with

a discharge valve F, a mere flat plate of iron, working on a
pin, which can be pushed sideways so as to close the orifice

partially or entirely. Inside the wooden cone there is a sheet-

iron funnel G, wliich receives the stream of ore and water
from a launder H, and causes it to descend to the level I.

There it meets with the upward current of clean water, and a

separation is effected. The coarse and heavy particles which can
overcome the stream pass into the box below, and flow out con-

tinuously at F, while the fine and light particles are mastered by
the current and carried over the top edge of the wooden cone,

which is suiTounded by a circular launder. By regulating the
upward current of clean water and the size of the discharge

orifice, the separator can be adjusted to the requirements of any
particular case.

Lockhart's Automatic Gem Separator.—In this machine
the particles of minerals fall into a current of water ascending in

an annular space, purposely made narrow in order to prevent
eddies, which would interfere with the desired results. The
velocity of the current can be regulated by stop-cocks, and
arranged so that only the denser of any like-sized particles shall

be able to overcome it and sink, its primary object is to treat

clean-washed concentrates from gem-bearing gravel after a careful

preliminary sizing by screens.

Siphon Separator.—A most successful application of an
upward current of water is in the machine known as the siphon

separator, though its action is not based upon the principle of tho

appliance from which it takes its name.
It consists of a rectangular box (Figs. 657, 658, and 659),*

made of sheet iron or wood with a partition, dividing it into two
chambers B and E. The front one £ resembles a pyramidal
separator, receiving an upward current of fresh water from the
adjacent compartment £ and an orey stream from the laiinder

G, the continuation of which carries away the light waste. The
compartment E has a partition z, dividing it into two parts : A,
which receives a supply of fresh water by means of the pipe a,

and 0, which has the regulating float s. To prevent shocks and
eddies, the water does not fall directly into E, but first passes

through holes in the partition u. The precise position of the
float s can be altered at pleasure by the rod /, which connects it

to the lever h, movable about the fulcrum i attached to the

* Heberwiische des Mechcrnicher Bergwerks-Actien-Vereins, ZJ. u.h. Z.,

I0S6, p. 476.

2 o
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upright bcir t. The travel of the lever is controlled by means of

the rod g. A light rod e carrying the outlet valve is attached

to the lever at d ; this valve is set in the middle of a pyramidal
sieve bottom b, and governs the discharge into the pipe q, which

Fig. 657 Fig. 65S.

leads to the outlet orifice r. The object of these arrangements is

to obtain a self-regulating discharge, the action of which is

very simple. As the ore-bearing stream passes along over the

box B, the heaviest particles ovei-come the upward pressure

of the ascending current and drop ; if the valve is shut, tlicy
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accumulate upon the sieve, and pi-event the passage of some of

the water through it. The obstruction causes the water in the

chamber C to rise, the float ascends at the same time, and in so

doing Hfts up the valve and allows the discharge of the grains

of ore into the pipe q. The float then sinks, the valve goes down,
another little deposit of ore causes an obstruction and the process

is repeated.

These separators are some of the principal machines employed at

Mechernich for the treatment of the friable lead-bearing sandstone

;

in fact, there are no less than 124 of them in use. They are

remarkable for their simplicity and for the large amount of stuff

that they will treat. The quantity of broken sandstone which
can be successfully passed through one macliine per hour is from
270 to 300 cubic feet (8 to 9 cubic metres). Sometimes two or

three of these machines are placed one after the other, the second
receiving the overflow of the first, and the third the overflow of

the second.

The quantity of water required is somewhat large—viz., 9900
gallons (45 cubic metres) per hour ; but at Mechernich it is used
over and over again, after the fine matter in suspension has been
allowed to settle.

3. Separation by Water flowing down Planes.

We lastly have to deal with the third manner of utilising the
motion of mineral particles in water, that is to say, allowing
them to be carried down inclined surfaces by a stream of water.

Two classes of appliances are used ; those in which the deposit

is cleaned oflT as soon as a thin layer has settled down, and those
in which the deposit is allowed to go on forming until it has
attained a thickness of at least several inches or a foot.

(i) The first class includes various kinds of plane and conical

tables, certain percussion tables, and the travelling belts.

Plane Tables.—Plane tables, often called "frames," and
sometimes, but incorrectly, called "buddies," are slightly inclined

rectangular surfaces of wood down which the pulp flows in a
regular stream. An even flow over the whole width of the table

is secured by first passing the stream over a head-board, which
divides it into a number of little rills. The strength of the
current depends upon the quantity of water, and upon the
inclination given to the table. These are arranged so that some
of the mineral under treatment will settle down and resist the
action of the water, which is always tending to carry it on
further. After a deposit of this kind is formed, clean water is

often allowed to run down over the table to carry ott' any light

particles intermixed with the heavy ore, and its action is aided
by brushing lightly with a broom. The deposit is then washed
ofl" and collected in a tank for further treatment.
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Where the mineral to be treated is poor, the tables have to be

worked with as small an expenditure of labour as possible ; and

Fig. 660.

1 J|

Scale: li^

* 5 6 7

0EC1ME.TRE.S 10

Fig. 661.

the device adopted in Cornwall is explnined by Figs. 660 to 662.*

A is a launder bringing the pulp, which flows down over the head-

Fer2:nson, " On the Mechanical Appliances used for Dressing Tin and
Copper Ores in Cornwall," rroc. Inst. M. E., 1S73, p. 130.
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board B on to the inclined surface of the table, leaving upon

it, in virtue of their high specific gravity, some of the heavy-

particles of tin ore, and carrying the lighter refuse into the

launder C. While this action is proceeding, the clean water

launder E is filling the two V-Hke troughs D and D'. When
these are full, they tilt over (Fig. 662) and discharge their contents

suddenly on to the table, washing off the deposit. The troughs

D and D', on turning over, carry the bar H H forwards, and
thus lift the flaps at F and F', so that the upper and richer

part of the deposit is washed into the launder F, the lower and

poorer part into F', As soon as the troughs have discharged

their water, they are brought back into their original position by

the simple cataract G, and the process is repeated.

Round tables are bluntly conical, convex or concave surfaces;

with the former the pulp is fed on at the centre and runs down to

the circumference ; with the latter, the direction of flow is reversed.

The tables are made of wood, planed cast-iron, or cement ; the

wooden tables may be plain or covered with india-rubber. They
are stationary or revolving.

An excellent stationaiy table is that of Linkenbach* (Figs. 663
and 664). The table itself, a, is made of masonry with a smooth
surface of cement ; 6 is an upright shaft, which carries the pulp-dis-

tributor and the pipes supplying water for cleaning and for wash-

ing off the deposit ; it is set in motion by the worm d and wheel

c. Two of eight radial arms, borne by a centre-piece, are indicated

by e e ; they carry the apron g, the clean water pipes, h, h, h, the

position of which can be regulated at pleasure, and the washing-

off pipe i. The clean water is brought in by the circular box k,

rotating with the arms e, and supplied from the pipe I ; the pulp

is delivered through the pipe w, which passes along the conduit ?i

under the table into the inner ring 0' of the adjustable dis-

tributor 0. The distributor is constructed so as to deliver pulp at

o" and clean water at 0'"
; p p are pipes bringing down clean

water from the rotating launder k, and q', q", q" are three

concentric gutters, by which the various products are led away.

The innermost gutter takes the waste "tailings," the middle one
the mixed product, and the outer gutter the clean concentrate.

The two latter products are conducted each into its proper channel

by the apron ^, which is made of sheet zinc.

The mode of action of this table is easily understood. The
distributor is constantly feeding on slime by the part of its circum-

ference r o s (Fig. 664) ; a deposit forms on the table, whilst the

lighter tailings run off into the gutter q , which is freely open to

them in the absence of the apron. As soon as the feeding part of the

distributor has passed, clean water begins to flow down over the de-

posit from the trough o"\ carrying ofl'the middlings into the gutter

* Lintenbach, I)'ic Aufhereiturifj dcr Erzc, Berlin, 18S7, p. loi, and plale

zvi.
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Fig. 664.

CROUNO PUAP«
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q", and having its action aided by the washing-off jets h. There now
remains on the table nothing but a clean concentrate, and this is

washed off into the gutter q'" by the jets i ; / is a launder carry-

ing away the waste ; r" conducts the middlings to a settling pit

A, and the concentrate escapes by a similar launder r'" into B
;

2; is a wire rope for driving a second table.

An easy way of realising the mode of action of this table is to

divide it mentally into three portions—viz., the sector from t to v,

which is receiving the slime ; the sector from t to w, from which
the middlings are being washed off; and lastly, the sector from v
to w with the clean concentrate, which yields to the jets issuing
from i, and passes over the apron into the outer gutter q".

Where the amount of space is limited, Linkenbach places three
tables on the same central shaft ; but the economy of space and of

original first cost is accompanied by less easy supervision.

The mode of action of round tables is very often just the
reverse of what has been described ; that is to say, the table

revolves and the distributor is stationary. Linkenbach points
out that a revolving table is necessarily subject to vibrations,

which must interfere with the evenness of the flow down the
inclined surface, whilst the fixed table with a travelling distributor

is free from influences of this kind and is likely to work moie
regularly.

Nevertheless, in spite of this objection, revolving round tables

may be seen doing good work. The table represented in Figs. 665
and 666 is one designed by MM. Jacomety and Lenicque. A is

the head-board or distributor which feeds the table B with a
stream of the fine slime ; the table is made of arms of T-iron,

radiating out from a cast-iron centre-piece C, which support a
light covering of planks. Over this is stretched sheet india-rubber,

which forms a smooth surface, free from any liability to warp
and get out of shape. The table is set in motion by the vertical

shaft D, driven by the wheel G and worm PI. L L are various

pipes bi-inging clean water, supported by rods N N, and capable

of being placed in any suitable position. M M are pipes which
wash oflf the deposit from the table; they are held up by
standards N' N', whicli can be shifted about at pleasure. K is a
circular launder round the table, witli discharge holes t t, and
movable wooden partitions s, s, s", s", s"" ; lastly, the pipe sends
out jets of water which clean oflf everything remaining upon the
table. If the table is supposed to be moving in the direction of the
arrow, it is evident that products of different kinds will be washed
off at different periods of the levolution, and that towards the
end nothing will remain on the table but the heaviest particles.

By suitably arranging the amount of feed and the position of the
different washing-pipes, the table can be made to give clean ore,

wa.ste, and intermediate products ; the latter are passed over the
same or a similar machine once more.
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The table is i6 feet 5 inches (5 m.) in diameter, with a useful

working surface 4 feet 11 inches (i'5o m.) long; it makes one
revolution in 3|- minutes, requiring less than Jg- h.-p. to work it.

The quantity of water used is about 26 gallons (120 litres) per
minute, and the table will treat from 5 to 8 tons of slime in ten
hours. As it is made of eight segments bolted together, it is

easily transported and erected.

Figs. 665 and 666.

^^^^^=3^1^==^^=:^



DRESSING. 585

the heavy and richer particles remain on the table, subject to the

influence of the side-blows, for a much longer time, and travelling

along a curved path reach the bottom at F. An intermediate

product is discharged at G. The exact degree of richness or

poorness can be regulated by pointers, strips of wood which can
be turned so as to divide the stream of ore and waste where
thought most desirable. The gi-eat advantage of this machine
over the old percussion frame is its continuous action.

Travelling Belts. ^—We now come to the travelling belts, of

which there are many varieties. An early form was that of

Brunton,* an endless belt of canvas acting in the same way as

Fig. 667.

the now favourite Frue-vanner, save that there was no shake
sideways. In fact, the latter machine is regarded by some as an
improved form of the Brunton cloth.

The Frue-vanner (Fig. 668) is an endless band of india-rubber
cloth, 4 feet wide and 27 feet long, with an upper working surface
of about 12 feet in length. The belt is supported by a frame with
a number of small rollers on which it travels easily, and it is
driven slowly in the direction of the arrows by the upper
end roller shown in the figure. The small roller by the side
of the large one, which dips into the tank, serves for
tightening up the belt when required. The whole frame
carrying the belt receives a motion sideways from three little
cranks upon a small shaft running parallel to its length. The
pulp is fed on by the head-board A, and clean water by
another B. The natural path of the particles is down the
inclined belt, but those which can resist the action of the

* Sopwith, " The Dressing of Lead Ores," Proc. Inst. C. E., vol. xxx., 1870
p. 112.

. ) / .
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stream of clean water at B, go over the top end, and are washed
off as the belt passes through the tank. The poor stuff is

discharged into the waste launder at the other end. The degree

of concentration can be regulated by the slope and speed of the

belt and the strength of the streams of ore and water. The
Frue-vanner has the disadvantage that it makes only two classes,

rich and poor, without any intermediate product.

The success of the Frue-vanner has naturally brought a number
of somewhat similar contrivances into the market. The Embrey
concentrator may be likened to a Frue-vanner, with a longitudinal

instead of a lateral shake.

The Woodbury ore concentrator is made up of several narrow
belts each with its own flanges, instead of there being one broad
band. The object of this arrangement is to prevent uneven-

ness of flow, for if strong, irregular curi'ents are formed in the

centre of the belt, they may carry away good oie into the waste
launder.

Stein's endless belt, which has been improved by Bilharz, has a

totally different mode of action. It resembles the Rittinger

percussion table in its manner of effecting a separation, but the

work is done on a travelling belt instead of an unchanging sur-

face. Stein's machine * (Figs. 669, 670, and 671) is a rectangular

frame a, suspended between two posts p, by rods i, at the four

corners, so that it can swing in the direction of its long side. The
inclination of the frame can be altered at pleasure, by the handle

attached to the cross-beam I, which works upon the screw e, but

the long side always remains horizontal. The frame is drawn slightly

out of position by cams r, acting upon the lever m, and as soon as

it is released it is pulled back against a bumping-piece t, by a

spring 71. The frame has two large rollers c c, and three small ones

underneath, which carry an endless belt of india-rubbery, the vipper

part of which is further supported by the flat bed of boai'ds b.

The belt slides over this bed, and is prevented from sticking to it

by a constant flow of water, supplied by the pipe g, along narrow
diagonal grooves. One of the end rollei's is made to revolve and
carries the belt with it. The pulp is fed on by a head-board /.;,

.nnd clean water is turned on through holes in the pipe 0. The
direction of travel of the belt is indicated by the arrow. The
concentrating action is like that of a Rittinger table. The
lightest particles run down at once, and leaving the belt at the

right-hand end of the table, fall into the first compartment of the

launder q, whilst the heaviest remain on the table much longer,

and are finally discharged at the left-hand end. intermediate

products run oft' in the middle.

(2) The second set of appliances includes the buddies and
ordinary percussion tables.

* Blomeke, " Ueber den Stein'schen Plannen-Stossherd," JJ. u. h. Z.

1S91, p. 69.
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Buddies.—The hand-buddle is a rectangular wooden box with
sloping bottom. A stream of pulp is fed in by a head-board at

Figs. 669 and 670.

Fig. 671

the upper end and gradually forms a deposit on the floor of the

buddle. A boy with a broom keeps the surface of the pediment

even, so as to ensure regularity of action. After a thick deposit
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lias accumulated, it is dug out in sections, which decrease in rich-

ness from the upper end {head) to the lower end {tail).

Round buddies bear the same relation to hand buddies that

round tables do to hand frames. They may be concave or

convex, but the latter are the more common.
The convex round huddle (Figs. 672 and 673) Is a circular pit*

with a truncated cone, or head, of varying size in the centre, and a

bottom sloping towards the circumference. The orey stream, A,

Fig. 672.

falling over this head runs down gently, depositing the heaviest

particles near the top, the lighter ones further down, while the
lightest of all flow away at C. The surface of the sediment is

kept even by the revolving brushes D. This machine may be

compared to a number of hand-buddies arranged radially round
a centre. The deposit which is formed is dug out in rings of

varying richness.

The concave buddle is a circular pit with the bottom sloping

* Henry T. Ferguson, " On the Mechanical Appliances used for Dressing
Tin and Copper Ores in Cornwall,'' Proc. Inst. Mcch. Ewj., 1S73, plate xli.,

and p. 124.
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towards the centre. The stream of ore is fed all round the cir-

cumference, and runs inwards towards the middle, where the

lightest particles escape. The rich head is, of course, near the

circumference.

Ordinary Percussion Table.—The ordinary percussion table,

though rarely if ever seen in this country, is still employed in

Germany and regarded Avith favour. Those familiar with the

hand-buddle will understand what it is like, if it is described as a

swinging hand-buddle which is continually being bumped at the

upper end. It is a shallow rectangular sloping wooden or iron

tray suspended from the four corners, so that it can move back-

wards and forwards in the direction of its length, and as soon as

it has been pushed out of position by a cam, it is at once forced back

by a spring against a fixed wooden bumping-block at the upper

end. The pulp is fed on at the upper end by a head-board,

and the lightest particles run off at the lower end, which has no
rim, whilst the heavier and richer ones form a gradually thickening

layer upon the bed. When sufficiently thick, the deposit is

shovelled off in sections varying in lichness as they do in a

buddle. The bump assists in making the particles settle, just

as it does in the " keeve," and at the same time, in virtue of the

vis viva acquired during the backward stroke of the table, grains

of ore are constantly being thrown up a little, as they are with

the German hand-washing dish.

Machines of this class have two grave defects : careful watching

is necessary, in order to keep the surface of the deposit perfectly

even ; otherwise gutters are formed, down which the water runs

with too great a velocity, carrying away rich ore or depositing it

near the tail end when it ought to have subsided at the head.

Secondly, the deposit has to be shovelled off, and the parts

requiring further treatment have again to be mixed with water

and brought into a proper consistency, before they can flow on
to other machines. In spite of these drawbacks, buddies and
pei'cussion tables are still largely employed.

(2) MOTION IN AIR.—In countries where water is scarce,

or where the valuable mineral is specially liable to be aflfected

or carried off by water, engineers have long desired to employ
air as the medium in which the concentration should be effected.

Three kinds of machines are used : the pneumatic jig, the fan,

and the centrifugal concentrator.

Pneumatic Jig.—The pneumatic jig resembles the hydraulic

jig in principle ; that is to say, particles of minerals varying in

specific gravity can be separated if they are Hfted and then
allowed to fall again, provided that the sizes of the grains do not
difi"er too widely, and that the specific gi'avities do not approach
too closely. The principle will be most easily grasped if the
student constructs a very simple model (Fig. 674). A piece of

gla.ss tube with the upper end covered by net or muslin is
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Fig. 674.

insei'ted into a slightly larger tube. The lower end is then
connected to an india-rubber pump, such as is used with scent

diffusers. Pour a mixture of like-sized grains of galena and sand

on to the sieve, and give the pump a succession of gentle squeezes.

Pufis of air are sent up through the sieve, and the two
minerals arrange themselves as shown, the galena below,

and the sand above.

By using a bed of fine shot, jigging through the

sieve may be carried out, the action resembling that of

the Hartz sand-jigs.

Ki^om's* pneumatic jig, which is in actual use for

treating silver ore, is a wooden chest in which a fiat

vane moving backwards and forwards sends a number
of rapid pufis of air through a bed of fine ore, resting

upon a sieve made of short upright tubes of wire cloth,

with small spaces between them. The fine ore is fed

in from a hopper on one side of the long narrow sieve.

The repeated falls bring about a sepai'ation, and the

light waste passes over the edge of the sieve opposite

to the feed-hopper, whilst the concentrate sinks down
through the interspaces between the sieve tubes into

a reservoir, from which it is drawn oft' gradually by
a fluted roller. As this reservoir is always kept full,

the rate of discharge and degree of concentration can

be varied by altering the speed of the roller.

Fans.—A fan is used in connec-

tion with some grinding machines
in order to draw off" the powdered
mineral, and, in dealing with a
homogeneous substance, the amount-
of suction can be regulated so as not

to draw the mineral out of the
machine until it has been sufficiently

pulverised. If the dust-laden air is then discharged into a large

chamber, the coarsest particles will settle down first, whilst the

finest will be wafted to the far end.

As an instance of fan-action, the dressing of phosphate of lime

may be mentioned. Some of the phosphate of lime which is

ground between millstones in France is not passed through any
sieve at all ; a fan is adjusted so as to draw it away from the mill

sufficiently fine to be put into sacks at once. Tests are made
from time to time to see that the product is properly ground,

for it is sold with the guai'antee that not more than a certain

percentage shall be too coarse to pass through a given sieve.

Another example may be taken from some of the fuller's-

earth dressing establishments. The earth is ground in an
* Gallon, " Lectures on Mining," Paris and London, 1886, vol. iii., p. 104

and .\tlas, plate civ.
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Askham mill and forced by a fan into a chamber some 50 feet

long by 10 feet wide, where it drops upon the ground ; the deposit

is shovelled away afterwards in sections, which are finer and liner

as one goes away from the orifice through which the dust enters.

The requiiements of different customers can thus be satisfied.

When a fan is employed for drawing off the fine product from
a mill or crusher, it likewise serves the useful purpose of pre-

venting the atmosphere of the v/orks from being polluted by
noxious dust.

Centrifugal Concentrator.—-These concentrators are based

upon the fact that when bodies of equal volume are whirled round,

the centrifugal force developed is proportional to their densities.

Therefore, if the like-sized particles are projected by centrifugal

force from a machine, the denser ones, with their larger store of

energy, will be better able to overcome the resistance of the air

than those which are specifically hghter, and will consequently

travel further. The truth of this can be made manifest with a

child's top. Spin the top in a siucer or dish raised a little above
the table, previously covered with a sheet of paper or cardboard,

and feed on to its flat upper surface a thin stream of finely

powdered galena and sand, which has passed through a sieve with

100 holes to the linear inch and refused to pass the 120 mesh.
The pai-ticles will be whirled off, light sand will drop close to

the saucer or even into it, whilst the heavy galena picks up a
larger amount of energy from the spinning-top and flies further

away before settling. By brushing

up the dust concentrically, the ^'^- ^75-

effect will be apparent.

The Clarkson-Stanfield concen-

trator (Fig. 675) works preciselv in

this way, B is a distributor, which is

made to revolve rapidly by its spindle

0. The hopper A supplies it with
finely powdered and carefully sized

ore, which escapes by a number of radial holes. The dotted lines

show the paths taken by the particles of mineral, which drop into
a series of concentric troughs from which they can be swept by
revolving brushes into discharge-spouts.

In order to work successfully, the ore must be very carefully
separated by screening into particles of approximately the same
volume. The machine is new, and has yet to bear the test of
actual practice on a large scale at mines, but it is worth noting
that a similar appliance is used at mills * for freeing semolina
from bran and dust. The Pape-Henneberg t ore concei trator is

identical in principle with that of Clarkson and Stanfield.

A disadvantage of all pneumatic dressing is that the ore has to

* Spon's Dictiovary of Enrjineer'uuj, London, 1873, vol. vii., p. 7499.
t a. u. h. Z., 1S93, p. 191.
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be very tboronglily dried, for otherwise the particles stick together
slightly and counteract the action of the forces which should etiect

the desired separation.

(3) DESICCATION.—Various reasons call for the drying of

minerals. Sometimes the mineral cannot be ground until it is

freed from moisture ; in other cases drying is advisable in order to

save the payment of carriage upon a useless ingredient ; it is like-

wise necessary before a mineral is roasted in furnaces, or passed

through certain magnetic separators, and, as has just been
remarked, it is indispensa,ble when the subsequent treatment is

effected by a pneumatic process.

Drying may be carried on in one of the following ways

:

a. By exposure to the air.

6. By open fires.

c. On open floors or pans.

d. In enclosed stoves or kilns.

e. By filter presses.

a. Air Drying.—Simple exposure to the action of the
atmosphere, under a light roof as a protection from occasional

showers, is quite sufficient for the purpose of drying many
minerals, pr-ovided that the weather is fine. China c-lay and
ochre are sometimes dried in this way. The roughly cubical clods

are piled up one above the other, allowing free access of air, and,

if the weather is favourable, a sufficient amount of moisture

evaporates naturally to render the mineral fit for the market

;

but a wet season sadly interferes with the work, frost will cause

the clods to crumble, and artificial drying often becomes necessary

in order to satisfy the demands of customers.

In Chili the crystals of nitrate of soda are soon dried perfectly

by exposure to the atmosphere.

h. Open - fire Drying. — The phosphate of lime dug or

dredged in South Carolina is sometimes dried by heaping it upon
piles of wood which are set alight.

c. Drying on Heated Open Floors.^Heated floors are em-
ployed in drying barj^tes, fuller's earth, and phosphates previous

to grinding, other minerals previous to roasting, and china clay

previous to sale.

Fig. 676 shows a Cornish " dry" for china clay.* The letters I I

represent the " settling tanks " or stone-lined pits into which the

clay is run, in the form of a thin mud, after the coax'sest particles

of the decomposed granite have been separated. Here it forms
a sedimenc of the consistency of thick cream, which is trammed
to the " dry," after the water has been drawn off". The drying-

house is composed of the dry proper m m, and the storing sheds

or "linhays," o 0. The floor of the dry is made of large fire-clay

tiles, which cover a number of flues, each about 14 inches wide,

* Collins, "The Ilensbarrow Granite District," Truro, 1S7S, p. 20.
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leading away from the fireplaces, s 8. The tiles are 5 or 6 inches
thick over the fires, where the heat is greatest, and the thickness
is reduced to 2h or 2 inches at the other end of the building. The
clay is trammed in along the road t t, and tipped on to the floor or
" pan " m 7n, until it forms a layer 9 inches thick at the fire-end

and 6 inches thick at the stack-end. The clay at the fire-end

is dried in 24 hours ; it is cleared off and stored in the linhay
o o, and another charge of wet clay trammed in ; the further
the clay is from the fire, the longer it takes to dry, and at the
stack-end, the " pan " can be cleared and re-loaded only twice
or three times a week. It appears that much more of the

Fig. 676.

moisture soaks down through the tiles and is carried away as
steam by the flues, than evaporates from the surface of the pan,
and for this reason the tiles are made as porous as possible.
The open floors used for drying phosphate of lime in the

North of France previous to grinding have the bed made of
sheets of iron. The plates are about one metre square and
are laid upon a series of parallel flues formed of little walls one
brick thick. The floors are often about 20 metres long and 4
metres wide. In order to accelerate the process of drying the
sandy phosphate is shovelled over from time to time by men, but
the cost of labour can be reduced by using Arnett's mechanical
hoe which performs the same office. It is a frame stretch-
ing across the whole width of the floor, carrying a single
row of broad blades or spades, which can be inclined at any

2 p



594 ORE AND STOXE-:\IINING.

desireil angle to the bed; it is drawn backwards and for-

wards by machinery. The blades pass into the layer of phosphate
on the floor, heap up the stufi' in front of them, and cause the

particles to mount up, and then fall over on to the bed again.

Each time the hoe passes along, the stuff" is shifted forwards a

little, so that when the frame arrives at the end of its coui'se, it

pushes off" a portion of the charge, which is now dry enough for

milling, as it has travelled along the full length of the bed. As
the inclination of the blades can be altered, the rate at which the

stuff' is carried forwards can be regulated so as to prolong or

shorten the drying process, as required. The machine is made
to reverse its direction of travel automatically, but it does no
stirring on the return stroke.

Thelen's drier is an open semi-cylindrical iron pan heated by a

fire below, in which the chai-ge is stirred by knives moved me-
chanically.

d. Stoves and Kilns.—The number of kinds of enclosed stoves

and kilns employed for drying minei'als is very great ; and it is

especially in the case of biown coal* that the ingenuity of in-

ventors has been exercised to devise means of getting rid of

moisture. However, as the subject of brown coal does not belong

to this work, the special stoves made use of cannot be dealt with

at length ; still it is right that they should be mentioned, as some
of them could be used for other minerals.

With such a large number of drying stoves, it is absolutely

necessary that there should be a classification of some kind, for

otherwise the student runs the risk of being confused.

It is perhaps most convenient to classify them first of all accord-

ing to the mode of heating, and then make a further subdivision

according as kiln or furnace is stationary or revolving.

Enclosed Kilns and Stoves.

Mode of Heatir.f?. Kind of Drying Surfjce. Xame of Drying Store.

I

American Phosphaf'»
kiln. Fullers' earth

Krom s stove.

Riebeck's stove.

(Revolving ... Brunton's furnace.

Direct fire and hot air ... „ ••• Ruelle's stove.

Hot air ... Stationary ... Rowoldt's stove.

(Stationary ... Steam stove,
^t^^™ •*• (Revolving- ... Schulz's stove.

Hot air and steam ... Stationary ... Jacobi's stove.

American Phosphate Kiln.—The kilns employed for drying

phosphate of lime in South Carolinat after washing are simply

* VoUert, Der BraunkoUenberghau im Oherherciamts-Bezirh Halle und in

den angrenzenden ^Staaten, Halle a. d. S. 1889, p. 249.

t Benedict, "Mining, Washing, and Calcining South Carolina Land

riio^phate, Eiuj. Min.^ Jour., vol. liii., 1892, p. 349,
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rectan^rular chambers, built of brick and roofed with wood. The
whole of the bottom is covered with a pile of wood, on to which
the wet phosphate is tipped from barrows. The wood is set alight

and flues supply it with air for combustion. Each kiln holds

from looo to 1200 tons of phosphate; the fire burns out in from
two to five days, and the phosphate is then ready for export.

Fullers Earth Kiln.—The fullers' earth kiln may be taken as

another example of the first class. It is a brick or stone build-

ing about 36 feet long and 15 feet wide, with an arched roof of

brick (Fig. 677) or a sloping roof of slate. About 9 fc^et above the

bottom is a floor a, made of cast-

iron plates full of holes about ^
inch in diameter, underneath
which are two .sets of sloping

shelves, made of sheets of iron, h b,

c c, which can be taken out at

pleasure ; dis a. deep flue bringing

in air from the outside, and having
two openings into the kiln, covered

with fire-bars, upon each of which
a coke fire, e, is maintained. A
sheet of corrugated iron, /, is hung
up over each fire, in order to pre-

vent the clay immediately above
it from being too strongly heated.

Both the upper and lower floors

of the kiln can be entered by large

doors. The charging is all done
from the floor a ; a few of the

plates are taken up on each side,

the sheets b b removed, and clay

is wheeled in barrows along a and tipped on to c. The plates b

are replaced and similarly covered with a charge of clay, and
finally a receives a layer of damp clay 6 or 8 inches thick. The
doors are shut and the fires lighted ; though the heat is con-

siderable, it is not enough to prevent men going in from time to

time to put on more fuel, if required. The moisture-laden air

ascends and escapes through the roof at r/.

Kroiri's Stove.—Krom's stove has a series of inclined shelves,

something like those of the Hasenclever furnace, down which the
mineral gradually makes its way under the action of gravity,

while exposed to the direct action of the hot gases coming from
a fire.*

RiebecJc's Stove.—Riebeck's "Tellerofen" consists, as its Ger-
man name denotes, of a number of superposed circular plate-

like shelves; a central revolving shaft carries arms with

* Sahlin, " Mngnetic Separation of Iron Ore,
1S92, p. 63S.

SCALE OF FEET

SCALE OF METRSS

L'lir/. Mill. Jijvr., vol. liii.
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n.

^
I lu ^li-J

teeth or knives which alternately

cause the mineial to travel out-

wards and inwards. Thus the

mineral fed on to the top shelf,

for instance, will be made to

travel outwards to the circumfer-

ence, where it drops through
holes on to shelf No, 2 ; here the

revolving teeth, arranged in the

reverse fashion, draw it in gradu-

ally to tlie centre, where it falls

upon shelf No. 3, and it goes on
travelling backwards and for-

wards in this fashion vmtil it

reaches the bottom of the kiln.

During all this time it is sub-

jected to the action of the hot

gases coming from a fire below.

Bruntoiis Furnace.—Though
Brunton's calciner (Fig. 692) was
invented for the purpose of roast-

ing ores, driers have been con-

structed upon the same principle;

the stove is a circular revolving

horizontal bed, with teeth fixed

above it which cause the mineral,

fed in at the centre, to travel

gradually to the circumference.

A fireplace on one side sends the

products of combustion directly

upon the mineral. This stove is

used for phosphate of lime, be-

sides being employed in the

manufacture of patent fuel.

Huelles Stove.—Ruelle's re-

volving drier (Fig. 678), on the

other hand, recalls the Hockin
and Oxland calciner. It is made
of two long truncated cones of

boiler-plate, one inside the other
;

the inner one is destined for

the drying proper, and the outer

one allows the very hot minei-al

to cool down a little before it

is discharged and sent to be

ground.

The outer shell runs upon fric-

tion rollers, and both it and the
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inner case have internal projecting spiral blades, which lift the

mineral a little and cause it to travel along. At one end there

is a fireplace ; at the other a charging hopper and a dust-chamber.

The mineral fed by the hopper into the inner cone is gradually-

brought along by the spiral blades towards the fire-end, whilst it

is being exposed to the hot gases of the fire, as well as to a current

of hot air blown in by a fan, and heated by its passage through
pipes at the side of the fireplace. On reaching the fire-end of

the inner cone, the mineral falls through one of four holes into

the outer shell, and is now conveyed back by spiral blades to the

other end, where it drops into the pit of an elevator, which lifts

it high enough for the hopper of the mills. Any dust carried oflT

by the draught is deposited in a chamber built for that purpose.

This drier does good work at phosphate mills.

Rowoldt's Stove.—This stove, which is specially designed for

brown coal, is made up of a number of small lattice-like shelves

down which the mineral gradually drops, while surrounded by
air warmed to 75° C. (i67°F.) by its passage through small pipes

heated by steam.

Steam Stove.—The steam stove, also designed for brown coal, is

somewhat like the ordinary " Tellerofen." A number of circular

drying plates are superposed one above the other in a cylindrical

casing, and are heated by steam passing under them.
Schulzs Stove.—Schulz's steam stove is a large revolving iron

cylinder like a tubular boiler, 19 feet to 20 feet long, and 7
to 8 feet in diameter, traversed by 180 or 200 small pipes 4 inches

in diameter and a large central one. The cylinder is inclined to

the horizon at an angle of 5° to 6°. The exhaust steam from an
engine is passed into the large central tube and finds its way
through holes into the space outside it, heating the small tubes

and their contents. The mineral is carefully fed from a hopper
into the small tubes at the upper end, so as to prevent any choking,

for otherwise the free passage of the air would be impeded, and
the drying would be very imperfect.

JacobVs Stove.—In the Jacobi stove the mineral falls down
over a series of pentagonal cast-iron pipes heated by the passage

of steam, instead of the plain lattice-like shelves of the Rowoldt
apparatus, in addition to being exposed to an atmosphere of hot

air.

Many of the brown-coal driers are specially designed so that

the products of combustion of the fire do not come into contact

with the mineral, for fear the charge might be ignited accidentally.

This difficulty does not crop up with many of the other minerals

which have to be dried, though it is important with some that

the degree of heat to which they are exposed should not be too

great.

(4) LIQUEFACTION AND DISTILLATION. — The
miner resorts to melting as a purifying or preparatory process in
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treating amber, antimony ore, asphalt, ozokerite, and sulphur

;

and in the very exceptional case of carbonic acid, a gas is com
pi essed to the liquid state.

Small lumps of amber, after having had the dark outer rind

dissolved away, are melted together before being sold to the

varnish merchants.*

The liquation of antimony ore is usually regarded as a metal-

lui-gical process ; but if a mere melting is carried on at the mine
in order to rid an ore of earthy matters, there is no more reason

for refusing this operation a place among " dressing" processes,

than there would be for excluding the similar purification of

asphalt, ozokerite, or sulphur. This is an instance of the difficulty

of defining the boundaries between the province of the miner and
that of the smelter. The domain of the former is already so

large that it does not require to be extended unnecessarily, and
as the liquation of antimony ore is fully described in many
metallurgical text-books the process may be dismissed here in a
very few words. It is based upon the easy fusibility of stibnite.

The impure ore coining from the mine is subjected to the action

of heat in pots or tubes ; the stibnite melts, trickles away from
the earthy matters with which it is mixed, runs into moulds and
is allowed to cool gradually, furnishing the crude antimony of

commei-ce.

Trinidad pitch is purified or refined in the island by being
melted in iron pans; much of the intermingled earthy matter
sinks, and the supernatant comparatively pure product is ladled

out into moulds.

The asphalt rock of Seysselt is prepared for the market by
melting it up wiih Trinidad pitch, or pitch obtained from bitu-

mi.'ious sandstone, in the proportion of i of pitch to 14 of the
finely crushed lock. When the mixture has become pasty, it is

cast into blocks weighing about h cut. each. Tnese are now
ready for sale for making pavements.

Tlie sponge-like masses of gold obtained by the distillation

of amalgam are melted in ciucibles and cast into ingots for

sale.

The comparatively clean pieces of ozokerite, which have been
picked out, belnw and above ground, and scraped clean, are

more fully purified by melting; the heavy refuse sinks to the
bottom, whilst the pure wax is decanted off and poured into

cylindrical moulds.

By far the greater portion of the nntive sulphur of Sicily is

extracted from the limestone, or other I'ock by which it is accom-
panied, by a simple process of liquation in kilns ; the necessary

heat is produced by the combustion of part of the sulphui- in

the rock, it being cheaper in Sicily to do this than to import
* Jl. u. h. Z., 1SS7, p. 24.

t .Mulo, L'JspJudtc, ^ari:^, iSSS, p. 52.
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fuel. The " calcaiont'/' •' or large kiln (Figs. 679 and 680), as

distinguished from the " calcarella " or small one, is a circular

pit surrounded by a wall, having a sloping bed leading to a
rectangular aperture in front. The bed is covered with a layer

of burnt refuse (ginese) from a previous operation, which is

stamped down hard. The charging proper then begins, the
large lumps are placed on the bottom, and various small

vertical chimneys are left as passages for the air ; when the
" calcarone " is full up to the level h e, the mineral is heaped up so

as to form a conical pile b c d e, which is covered over with a

Fig. 679.

Fig. 680.

layer of fine " ginese." The thickness of the outer covering of

refuse varies according to the season. The total charge of a
large "calcarone" may be as much as 700 tons. The aperture /
in front is closed with a thin wall, built with plaster of Paris, and
the charge is lit at the little chimneys. The heat produced by
the combustion of part of the sulphur liquefies the remainder,
which gradually runs down the bed to the front wall, and is either

tapped from time to time or is allowed to escape continuously

into moulds. Some of the large " calcaroni " take three months
before they are burnt out completely.

It is reckoned that one-third or even two-fifths of the sulphur

* Parodi, SvlVcstra-June dello solfo in Sicilia, Florence, 1873, p. 49. The
word " calclierone " is also used.



6oo OEE AND STONE-MINING.

in the rock are consumed in liquefying the part that is

obtained. This immense loss of such a valuable material has

very naturally caused inventors to turn their attention to cheaper

methods of extraction; but even as late as the year 1889,
nearly seven-eighths of the total quantity of sulphur obtained in

Sicily were extracted by the " calcarone " process. A little was got

by a steam extractor and about 10 per cent, of the total pro-

duction by Gill's regenerative furnace ;
* the former is an iron

vessel into which steam is conducted after it has been filled with
mineral ; the sulphur melts under the action of heat and runs

out at the bottom.

Rich sulphur rock is sometimes subjected to distillation in

iron retorts in order to extract the valuable element with less

loss than that of the kilns, and the process is also employed in

expelling mercury from amalgam.
In order to produce a commercial article suitable for despatch

to a distance, the natural carbonic acid of Germany is compressed
into the liquid state. The gas coming from the bore-hole is led to a
double pump. The first pump compresses the gas to a certain

extent, and forces it through a worm in a cooling tank ; a second

pump then takes up the process, and compressing the gas still

further sends it through a second cooling worm into strong

bottles, made of wrought-ii'on or steel, in which the actual lique-

faction takes place at a pressure of 31 atmospheres.

The bottles are of four sizes, for holding 4, 8, 10, or 20 kilos,

of liquid acid. An 8-kilo. bottle weighs 37 kilos, when empty,
or 45 \\hen full ; the dead weight which has to be transported is

tlierefore very great.

(5) MAGNETIC ATTRACTION.—Magnetism is applied

in dressing either for treating poor iron ores, in order to produce

a concentrate richer in metal and freer from noxious elements

than the crude material, or for extracting magnetic particles from
ores of bismuth, copper, gold, lead, or zinc, in which iron minerals

play the part of troublesome refuse.

The machines for treating oi-es magnetically may be classified

as follows :

—

Kind ot Machine.
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Endless Belts.— (a) The Chase sepaiator* (Fig. 68i) has tAvo

endless belts with magnets underneath. A, B are two revolving

iron rollers 4 inches in diameter and 3 feet long, converted

into magnets by electric currents, and the space between them is

occupied by a stationary electro-magnet ; C is a driving pulley,

and D a tightening pulley. A cotton belt is made to travel

round these four pulleys in the direction shown by the arrow.

F is another magnetic roller, and Gr a driving pulley for the

second belt, travelling as shown.
The ore is fed on to the belt at the point E, and on arriving at

A the non-magnetic waste is thrown oft' by centrifugal force, whilst

the magnetic particles are attracted and held against the belt. All

the time they are passing from A to B they are subject to the in-

fluence of the electro-magnet, and owing to its construction they

come under the influence of a succession of poles alternating in

polarity. Tiiis causes the particles to turn over constantly and
so free themselves from the non-magnetic or slightly magnetic

Fig. 681.

/T\

Fig. 6S2.

'CMMmni w

grains, which fall into the compartment immediately below the
belt, destined for the middlings. The thoroughly magnetic par-

ticles travel wuth the belt to B, and as it moves up and the
influence of B becomes less sensible, they are attracted by the
third magnetic roller F, and at last leaping across the small inter-

vening space, they are carried up the belt to G, where they drop
ofi" into the box containing the " heads." In making the little

jump from B to F they still further free themselves from incom-
pletely magnetic middlings.

(6) The Conkling machine (Fig. 682) is an inclined endless

belt travelling upon a roller at each end, with stationary electro-

magnets E E under the upper half. The ore is fed on from a
hopper, and is subjected to the action of a stream of water

;

this washes down the non-magnetic particles, whilst the magnetite
adhering to the belt is carried over the top end. The Conkling
machine may therefore be looked upon as a Brunton separator

* Sahlin, "Magnetic Separation of Iron Ore," Evg. Jlin. Jour., vol. liii.,

1892, p. 663. This article gives recent information on the subject of
magnetic separation, and has furnished not only the account of the Chase
machine, but also many of the details concerning some of the others. See
also Tram. Amcr. Inst, 31. E,, vol. xvii., 1S90, p. 72S.
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ill which the rich grains are held against the belt by magnetic

attraction, and thus enabled to resist the force of the stream of

water.

(c) Edison's second separator, which is used for the final

treatment of re-crushed concentrates, furnished by the deflection

machine (p. 606), is an endless belt placed vertically, with electro-

magnetsbehind one side; they attract the fine particles of magnetite

and cause them to adhere sufficiently to be carried upwards, whilst

the non-magnetic grains drop. The electro-magnets are arranged

so that the particles travel over magnets alternating in opposite

polarity; this causes, as in the Chase machine, a succession of

tumbles or somersaults, which set free the non-magnetic particles

and allow them to fall. The magnetite is carried up over the top

roller by buckets attached to one side of the belt.

(d) The Hoft'mansepai-ator * ( Fig. 683) is an endless belt arranged

horizontally upon the two
Fig. 6S3. drums A and B, provided with

two sets of magnets. The
magnets C and also those

int-ide the drum B have their

poles arranged alternately.

\Vhen the ore is fed on to the

belt from the hopper, it travels

along over the magnets C, and

is subject to magnetic attrac-

tion varying in amount, ac-

cording to the distance from

the pole, and also in polarity. This action tends to make the

magnetic particles group themselves into a layer rtsting imme-

diately upon the belt, whilst the non-magnetic particles lie upon

the top. On arriving at B these latter are easily thrown oft' by

centrifugal force, and fall into the compartment E, whilst the

magnetic grains still cling to the belt. Those \yhich are in-

completely magnetic drop at F ; a better product is collected at

G, and a clean concentrate; at II. The partitions, which separate

the waste and divide tlie orey shower into classes of varying rich-

ness, can be set so as to obtain any kind of classification wnich is

most suitable to the ore under treatment.

A blast of air is drawn along the face of the belt in the opposite

direction to that of its travel, and helps to set free any non-

magnetic grains caught up between the others.

(e) Kesbler,t of Oberlahnstein, is the inventor of a machine

acting in a totally ditierent manner (Fig. 684). It is a broad,

endless belt or chain, armed with a number of iron points, travel-

ling over the two rollers A and B ; the former is an electro-

* "The Hoffman Magnetic Separator," Eny. Mhi. Jour., vol. lii., 1S91,

p. 6S0.

t 11. u. h. Z., 1S91, p. 3S2.
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magnet, the latter is made of wood. The stufi' falls from the

hopper F into the conveyor C, which feeds it across the whole

width of the cylinder A, and then drops into the curved gutter G,

where the iron points are drawn througli it as the belt revolves.

The points, while under the influence of the electro-magnet A,

pick up the magnetic particles, and let them drop into the

compartment E on losin<; their power, while the non-magnetic

particles fall at D. The partition between can be placed

Fig. 6S4. riG. 6S5.

in any suitable position. This machine has been used in Spain
for separating iron oi'e from calamine, after the former has been
made magnetic by a reducing c tlcination.

(/) Lovett-Finney machine (Fig. 685 ) in some respects resembles

the Conkling separator. It is a wet machine, consisting of an end-

less canvas belt travelling upon two drums, A and B, one of which,

A, has its outer surface made of bars of iron ; these become magnets
of alternate polarity, as they are connected alternately with the
iron di?cs forming the ends of the drum, which form the poles of

an electro-magnet. The ore is fed against the belt about half-way

up the magnetic drum A, and as the belt revolves with the drum,
the magnetic particles are carried up, whilst the non-adherent
waste is washed off by a stream

of water. The concentrate is

conveyed over the pulley B into

a tank, and drops otf, as it is no

longer subject to the attractive

force.

(g) Rolls.—In the Ball-Norton

machine (Fig. 686) the magnetic

particles are drawn against re-

volving drums made of paper pulp,

instead of being attracted to the surface of a canvas belt. There are

two drums,A and B,revolvinginthesame direction, in each of which

are arranged electro-magnets capable of holding magnetic particles

against a certain poi tion of the under surface. As usual, the magnets

are alternate in polarity. The oie is fed from a hopper C again.-^t

the roll A, the tails drop at once into D, and the adherent

magnetite travels along with the roll till it begins to leave the

F
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magnetic fielil ; the centrifugal force now ovei'powers t'^e

magnetic attraction, throwing the grains against the roll ]i.

Those which ai-e completely magnetic attach themselves to B, while

ore mixed with waste falls into the compartment E ; lastly, the

clean magnetite, on escaping from the influence of the magnets,

yields once more to the centrifugal force and is deposited at F.

A strong current of air is being constantly drawn through the

machine in the opposite direction to the travel of the ore and

assists in the cleaning.

(7i) The Buchanan separator* (Fig. 687) is made of two cast-

iron rolls, revolving in opposite directions, supported on the ends

of an electro-magnet ; the two rolls thus

become the poles of a huge horse-shoe

magnet, and the magnetism is most
strongly developed where they most
closely approach each other. As the ore

drops down between the rolls, the mag-
netic particles fly to them, and are

carried along until they fall off" at the
» sides, when the centrifugal force over-

powers the now diminishing magnetic

attraction, The poor non-magnetic par-

ticles fall vertically.

(i) Zinc blende found mixed with

chalybite at Friederichssegen is roasted,

so as to convert the latter mineral into

magnetite, and then treated in the machine shown in Figures 688

and 689. It is composed of a brass cylinder A, with a number of

little ridges S, parallel to the axis, and four sets of stationary

electro-magnets B. T is the ore-hopper which supplies the feeder

D : this is a sheet-iron tray, which is made to oscillate by cams

upon a little shaft driven by the pulley Q. P is the main belt

l)nlley upon H, the shaft of the brass drum, and E, is a pulley

which drives Q by a belt.t

A regular stream of fine ore is fed against the brass cylinder by

the feeder D, and the grains of blende at once fall into the com-

partment Z ; the magnetic oxide of iron is held against the

cylinder by the attraction of the electro-magnets, and is carried

over by the little longitudinal ridges until it falls into the com-

partment F.

(
;) King's I magnetic dre.-.sing machine works by the aid of

permanent magnets fixed upon a revolving drum. Like other

inventors he arranges his magnets so that their poles alternate,

* Enff. Mi7i. Jour., vol. xxxv., 18S3. p. 133 ; vol. xlvii., 1SS9, p. 542.

t Beilom, •' Etat actuel He la preparation mecanique dans la fSaxe, le

Hartz et la Prusse Hhenane," Annales des Mines, sen 8, vol. xx., 1891, p. 5 ;

Ji. V. h. Z., 1892, p. 37.

+ Fijhj-ildrd Ann. Bep. ii. Corn. Pol. Sue. Falmouth, 1SS5, p. 44.
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and he thus makes the grains tumble over and shake off any
loosely intermingled non-magnetic particles.

(k) The Wenstrom * is a Swedish machine, which has been in use
at Dannemora and other mines for some years (Fig. 69c). It has a
stationary electro-magnet A, and a revolving armature barrel B,
consisting of a number of soft iron bars separated by strips of

Fig. 6SS.

Fig. OS9.

Scale'A>

wood. The electro-magnet Lies on one side of the centre of the

barrel, so that the iron bars of the armature become magnetised
only during part of the revolution. C is a tray feeding the ore

on to the top of the barrel, D a shoot for the non-magnetic
particles, and E the shoot for the concentrate. The magnetic
grains adhere to the soft iron bars when these are close to the

electro-magnet, and are carried past D as the barrel revolves;

• E, M. J., vol. xlvi., 18S8, p. 437. B. u. h. Z., 1891, p. 17S.
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as the bars recede from the electro-magnet, they lose their power
and let the iron ore drop into E.

(Z) Deflection.—The simplest of all magnetic separators is one

devised by Edison (Fig. 691).* It is based upon the fact that if a

thin sheet of finely crushed ore drops past a powerful electro-

magnet, the magnetic particles will be drawn towards it and
deflected from their direct downward path, whereas the non-

magnetic particles will fall vertically. If a partition is fixed in a

suitable mannex', the concentrate falls on one side and the waste

on the other. Diagrammatically the machine may be shown
thus :—A A represent the electro-magnets, B a hopper delivering

the fine ore through a long narrow slit ; C is a thin partition.

The waste falls vertically into the compartment D, and the iron

ore into E.

Magnetic separators are chiefly used for concentrating the

Fig. 690. Fig. 691,

mE

magnetite from ores that are too poor to go to the furnace in the
crude state ; and it has been proposed to make brown haematite
magnetic by partial reduction at a low red-heat, but other uses

have been mentioned in describing the various machines. For
instance, by tlie ordinary washing processes it is impossible to

separate chalybite with a density 37 to 3-9 from blende with a
density of 3-9 to 4-2. The aid of magnetism is here invoked with
success as already explained.

The Namaqua Copper Company use King's magnetic separator
for extracting the magnetite which is mixed with bornite and
chalcopyrite, in order to obtain a product richer in copper.

In a similar manner a magnetic concentrator of the Ball-Norton
type has been employed in Queensland for treating a mixed con-
centrate of magnetite and bismuth ore, obtained by a wet-dressing
process. The percentage of bismuth is raised in this way from i o
or 12 to 20 per cent.

On a small scale, the magnet is of service for extracting magnetic

* E. M. J., vol. lix. 1SS9, p. 479, ;ui(l vol. liii. 1S92, p. 662.
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particles when washing samples of tin ore on the vanning shovel,

or gold in the batea.

(6) FRIABILITY.—Some minerals are more easily crumbled
and reduced to powder than others, and if the difference in

friability is great, it is possible after crushing to effect a separation
by a mere process of sifting. An instance of this rare method of

concentration occurs at the gi-aphite mines near Pas.-au, in

Bavaria.* The softer kinds of mineral obtained from the mine are
ground in mills, when the thin greasy elastic plates of graphite
arrange themselves parallelly to the surface of the stones, and
preserve their flat shape, while pieces of more brittle minerals are
reduced to the state of fine powder. The ground product is sifted

upon fine silk cloth, the dust poor in graphite passes through the
fine holes, but the scales of graphite are left behind. As might
be supposed, the separation is not veiy thorough.

Biittgenbachf has separated blende from iron pyrites in a
somewhat similar way, the former mineral being much more easily

pulverised than the latter. He used a Vapart disintegrator to
treat a mixture of blende and pyrites, in grains ^ inch to | inch
across, and by suitably regulating the speed, he was able to reduce
the blende to the state of fine sand without affecting the pyrites

to any appreciable extent. The blende extracted by sifting con-
tained 50 to 55 per cent, of zinc, whilst the pyrites was almost free

from this metal.

The dressing of the plumbiferous sandstone of Mechei-nich is

probably the most important instance of a diflference in friability

affecting the method of treatment. The little concretions of

galena and quartz are comparatively hard and the sandstone very
friable. The greater part of the stuff coming from the mine has
crumbled to the state of loose sand before it reaches the works,
so that the first comminution, which sets free the rich knots, is

suflSciently effected by the mere handling, without the powerful
crushing machinery usually required for the pi-eliminary treatment
of a lead ore.

III. PROCESSES DEPENDIISTG UPON CHEMICAL
PROPERTIES.

(i) SOLUTION, EVAPORATION, AND CRYSTALLI-
SATION.—Processes of this kind are employed by the miner in

some of the few cases where the mineral is soluble in water ; aid
is derived from certain other solvents, such as benzine and hydro-
chloric acid.

The principal minerals soluble in water are borax, nitrate of

soda, potassium salts, and common salt.

* Andree, " Der osterreichische und bayerische Graphitberghan,"
J?, u. h. Z., 1890, p. 270.

t " Aufbereitung von Blende und Schwefelkies," B. u. h. Z., 1881,
p. 294.
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The crude borax of California* is ground and thrown into

a pan containing a boiling saline solution, frequently the mother-

liquor from the second crystallisation. The salts dissolve and the

sand sinks to the bottom. The hot solution is allowed to stand so

as to clarify, and is then run off into pans and left to cool for five

to nine days, during which time the borax crystallises out. The
crystals obtained in this way are somewhat impure. They are

refined by being dissolved and allowed to crystallise a second time.

Nitrate of soda is treated on a larger scale. f The caliche,

crushed into lumps about 2 inches across, is tipped into large

rectangular boiling tanks full of water, which are heated by a

spiral 3-inch steel pipe with steam at a pressure of 60 lbs. to

the square inch. The boiling is carried on by Shanks' lixiviating

system, which causes a continual circulation of the lighter liquid

to the other boiling tanks by following the denser and heavier

solution. As soon as the solution is concenti-ated to no by
Twaddell's hydrometer, it is allowed to settle for a shoi-t time,

and is then drawn off to the crystallising tanks. The refuse in

the boiling tanks is again treated with water in order to extract a

little nitrate which it still contains.

The crystals are shovelled out on to drying floors and put up

in sacks for export.

The mothei'-liquor, which contains a little sodium iodate, is

added to the water used for dissolving a fresh stock of " caliche,"

and by repetitions of the process it becomes rich enough for the

extraction of the iodine ; this is precipitated by sodium bisulphite,

washed and pressed into cakes. The crude iodine so obtained is

purified by sublimation.

The principal potassium salt of Stassfurt is carnallite, a hydrated

double chloride of potassium and magnesium. Some of it is treated

on the spot in order to produce commercial chloride of potassium.

The crude mineral, after being coarsely ground, is treated with

hot water, and the strength of the solution is so arranged that only

the chlorides of potassium and magnesium ai-e dissolved out. The
residues are treated with cold water which dissolves out some

sodium chloride and leaves behind kieserite (hydrated magnesium

sulphate). This is passed through a fine sieve, moulded into

blocks, and sold.

The solution of the chlorides of potassium and magnesium is

allowed to settle and cool, and three products are obtained from

it : (a) crystals of potassium chloride
; (6) mother-liquor; (c) slimes.

The crystals {a) still contain a little sodium chloride. They are

lowered into water in iron vessels and much of the sodium chloride

* C. Napier Hake, " An Account of a Borax Lake in California," Jour.

Soc. Chem. Incl, vol. viii., 1SS9, p. 854.

t Harvey, " Machinery for tlie Manufacture of Nitrate of Soda at the

Ramirez Factory, Northern Chili,'' Proc. Inst. C. E., vol. Ixxxii., 1S84-85,

P- 337-
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is dissolved out ; they now contain 80 per cent, of potassium chloride,

and after being freed from moisture in Thelen's drier, they are

packed in bags and sold.

The mother-liquor (6) is heated and gives crystals of artificial

carnallite, which are treated again in the same way as the native

mineral. On evaporation the final mother-liquor yields hydrated
magnesium chloride.

The slimes (c) are put into a filter press, and the solid cakes

so obtained are calcined and sold as manuie after being ground.
They owe their fertilising value to some potassium chloride which
they still contain.

The evaporation of biine may be carried out naturally or

artificially. In Southern Europe, and in other countries where
the sun has sufiicient power, sea water led into shallow ponds
gradually becomes concentrated enough to deposit salt. In
Germany, weak brine is strengthened by allowing it to trickle

down through brush-wood contained in huge framewoiks of

timber. A great surface is thus exposed to the atmosphere with
much evaporative eflect if the weather is dry.

In this country common salt is mostly obtained from brine
pumped up out of bore-holes or out of inundated salt mines.
After being allowed to settle, the brine is evaporated in large

sheet-iron pans heated by the flame of a coal fire passing under-
neath along flues. Some of the pans in the Middlesbrough district

are 70 feet long and 24 feet wide, with a depth of 20 inches at

the fire-end, and gradually lessening to 16 inches at the other.

In Cheshire, even larger pans may be seen, some, in fact, as much
as TOO feet long by 45 feet wide. The heat of the fire gradually
drives ofl"the water, and crusts of f-alt form on the surface; they
fall to the bottom and are shovelled out ; after beirg allowed to
drain, the salt is ready for despatch to the alkali works.
At Bex, in Switzerland, where fuel is dear and water-power

abundant, the brine is evaporated in a closed boiler, like a large
egg-ended steam boiler, heated from below ; the process of

evaporation goes on continuously, brine being constantly pumped
in and salt being drawn off as it is deposited.

Benzine is employed in the exceptional case of ozokerite for dis-

solving out remnants of the mineral left in some of the residues.

Heavy spar stained by oxide of iron is " bleached " by sulphuric
acid ; the mineral, after being crushed to the state of coarse
powder, is put into lead-lined vats with dilute sulphuric acid,

which is brjught to the boiling-point by the injection of steam.
The acid dissolves the oxide and leaves white barytes ready for
grinding after it has been dried.

Tin ore contaminated with copper ore may be freed from the
latter metal by hydrochloric acid ; the so-called " burnt leavings,"

that is to say the tailings produced in washing the roasted
concentrates of tin ore, originally enveloped or accompanied by

2 q
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Rulplii«les,are treated with hydrochloric acid ; the copper)' solution

is leei into pits, where the metal is precipitated by iron.

(2) ATMOSPHERIC WEATHERING.—I must point out

that though weathei'ing often results from mere loss of water,

it may in other cases be caused by the chemical decomposition of

one of the minerals contained in the stuff under treatment. As
already stated, the boundaries between the various dressing pro-

cesses are not distinctly defined.

The crumbling-up of the diamond-bearing rock under atmospheric

agencies plays an important part in the extraction of the gems,

and with no other mineral is a weathering action of this kind

carried out on so large a scale or in such a systematic manner.

The floors devoted to this process at De Beers* mine occupy

some thousands of acres. They are merely fairly level ground

from which the bush and grass have been removed, and which

has been rolled to mnke it hard. The ground is laid out in

rectangular sections, 600 yards long and 200 wide, and is enclosed

by high wire fences. Main lines of rails on each side of the

floors and subsidiaiy portable lines serve to bring the trucks of

" blue," which is tipped and spread out so that a load, i.e., 16

cubic feet or 1600 lbs., will occupy an area of 21 square feet.

After being left for some time, the " blue " is broken up by
means of picks into pieces not larger than 4 inches cube, and
is again left to dry for a farther period, until most of the natural

water has evaporated. The artificial " diamond field " is then

watered, to aid the disintegration, and lastly harrowed and rolled
;

in fact, the miner endeavours to bring about the pulverisation

somewhat in the same way that the farmer prepares his land for

tillage.

The stuff is known at first as " coarse blue ground," then as

" broken blue ground," and finally, after the rolling, as " pulverised

blue ground."

The length of time required for this disintegration depends not

only upon the atmospheric conditions—that is to say, the season

of the year and the amount of rain—but also upon the mine
from which the blue is obtained. The blue from Kimberley
mine becomes sufficiently disintegrated in three months in

summer, whilst the De Beers blue requires double that time. It

is evident, thei-efore, that a very large stock of blue has to be

kept on the floors, if the washing machines are to be supplied

regularly.

The diamond is not the only gem which may be released from
its matrix by disintegration under atmospheric agencies. The
garnetiferous gravel of Bohemia t was at one time allowed

* De Beers Consolidated Mines;, Limited, Second Annual Beport for the

Year ended ^ist Mdrch, 1S90, p. 18.

t Raymond, Di-cnssion vpon Kunz's paper on " Bohemian Gai-nets,"

Irans. Air.er. Inxt. M. E., vol. xxi., 1S92, p 249.
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to weather for three months on the surface, in order to fit it for

the subsequent washing process.

Phosphate of hme occurring in the form of nodules in clay is

treated in a like manner. The phosphate dug from open pits in

the Lias in the department of the Haute-Saone * is left exposed

to the air often all the winter ; a part of the earthy matter falls

off, and the nodules have simply to be screened dry, in order to

separate a large portion of the clay with which they were
only originally mixed. Again, in the Yosges there is a phos-

phatic bed of the same geological age, consisting of soft nodulp.s

forming only jg- or i of the bed of brown clay by which (hey

are enveloped. The stuff is spread out on the fields and raked
over occasionally. The clay crumbles off, and at the same time
the nodules hai-den from losing their moiature ; they are then
picked out by hand.

Nodules of clay ironstone are freed from shale in a similar

way ; and ores of iron more or less contaminated with iron or

copper pyrites gradually have a portion of their sulphur washed
out in the form of soluble sulphates, if exposed for a sufficient

time to the action of air and rain.

Fire-clay is found to be better suited for making bricks after

weathering for some months, than when first raised from under-
ground.

(3) CALCINATION OR ROASTING.—The object of

calcination or roasting may be :

a. To effect a change in the chemical composition of a valuable

mineral, and so produce either an ordinary article of commerce or
one that is more readily s-aleable than the raw material.

h. To efiect a change in the chemical composition of some of

the substances accompanying a valuable mineral, and so get rid

of them partially or lender them more easily separable by other
processes.

The commonest example which can be cited is burning
limestone ; the action of heat is made use of to drive ofl"

the carbonic acid and leave quicklime. Another instance is

furnished by clay ironstone, or any ore in which the iron occurs

mainly in the form of carbonate. Simple exposure to heat con-
verts ferrous carbonate into magnetic oxide ; the former contains

48 per cent, of iron, the latter 72 per cent. ; consequently, if the
ore has to be sent to a distance there is a saving in freight,

besides which the ore is more acceptable to the ironmaster for his

furnaces.

Gypsum is calcined in order to expel the water chemically
combined with it, and convert it into plaster of Paris.

With the ores of arsenic, it is the valuable ingredient which is

diiven off. Mispickel and other arsenical ores are roasted at

* iStatigtique del'industrle minirah en France et en Ahjirie en 1S86, Paris,

1 888. p. 268 and p. 282.
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mines in orcler to produce arsenious acid, which is collected in

special Hues.

Ores of copper are sometimes calcined at mines, with the

object of extracting the arsenic before sale to the smelters, who
would pay nothing for this latter metal and prefer its absence.

Calcination is resorted to in the case of some iron ores in order

to get rid of the sulphur, due to intermixed iron pyrites or pyrrho-

tine, and so free the ore from an element which the smelter dislikes.

Tims in Northamptonshire the undeconi posed greenish lumps in

the bed are picked out on account of the sulphur they contain,

and put aside. When a sufficient quantity has accumulated, a

heap is made with a little coal and fired ; the ore loses nearly all

its sulphur in the burning and is thus fitted for the blast-

furnace.

Auriferous ores are roasted in some instances for the purpose

of liberating the gold vvhicli is so enveloped in sulphides and
sulpharsenides, such as iron pyrites and mispickel, as to be caught

with difficulty by mercury.
Partially concentrated tin ore (whits) is roasted in order to

convert iron pyrites and mispickel into pulverulent oxides which

can easily be separated by washing. Again, tin ore is occasionally

associated with a considerable amount of wolfram, which
approaches it so closely in density that separation by washing is

impossible. The mixed concentrate obtained by the ordinary

dressing processes, consisting of cassiterite mixed with wolfram,

is roasted with cai^bonate or sulphate of soda; soluble tungstate

of soda is produced, which is dissolved out by water, leaving

behind the insoluble cassiterite fit for the smelter.

Lastly, we may take the case of zinc ore. Blake * rendei-s the

separation of blende from marcasite commercially possible, by
roasting the mixed minerals at a temperature suflicient to convert

the latter into oxide, while the foi^mer remains unchanged. The
difference in specific gravity is then sufficient to allow the ordi-

nary washing processes to take efiect. Smithsonite mixed with

limonite f is roasted with coal in order to reduce the ferric oxide

to the state of magnetic oxide, and thus render it separable by a

magnetic process.

It now remains to be seen how calcination is carried out.

Minerals may be burnt in heaps, in kilns and in furnaces.

Clay ironstone is usually burnt in heaps with the addition of a

little coal ; but one variety, black band ironstone, contains a
sufficient amount of carbonaceous matter to burn of itself.

The spathose ore underlying the limonite (" rubio ") at Bilbao

is now being successfully calcined on a very large scale previous

to shipment. According to Mi-. Windsor Ilichurds,"*: the raw ore

* " The Separation of Zinc Blende from Iron Pyrites." Trans. Anier.

Inst. 31. E., vol. xxii., 1893-4; and (t) Payne in the Discussion.

% "Pres. Address to 1. and S. Inst ," Cull. Guard., vol. Ixv., 1S93, p. 955
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contains 43 per cent, of iron and 25 per cent, of carbonic acid,

whilst the calcined ore gives 58 per cent, of iron and only 2 per
cent, of moisture. One of the large kilns gets through 1500 tons
of raw ore weekly.

The commonest example of calcination in kilns is making
lime. At large works the time-honoured semi -spheroidal kiln

with intermittent action is often supplanted by the Hofmann
kiln, in which the processes of charging, burning, and discharging

go on continuously.

Some of the baking ovens used for converting gypsum into

plaster of Paris, by the simple expulsion of the water of combi-
nation, are cylindrical biick kilns so arranged that the flame
nowhere comes in contact with the mineral. The fireplace is in

the centre, and the hot gases aie drawn down flues into an
annular ai'ched passage all round the bottom of the kiln, and
then ascend through the charge by means of a number of

cast-iron pipes. The kiln is covered by a brick dome over
which comes a conical hood or chimney.

In making Parian cement from gypsum a difierent oven is

employed, in which a central coke fire sends out its hot gases

directly on to the charge itself.

The furnaces used by the miner are usually of the reverberatory

type, in which the flame plays into the space containing the
charge ; the bed may be stationary or revolving. The two most
frequently employed in Cornwall and Devon, for roasting the
ores of arsenic, copper and tin, are Brunton's calciner and
Ilockin and Oxland's calciner. The former (Fig. 692) * has a
revolving circular bed about 10 feet in diameter, supported by a
vertical shaft, which is made to revolve slowly by any convenient
source of power, whilst the flames of two fireplaces at the sides

play upon it and produce the requisite amount of heat. Depend-
ing from cast-iron frames fixed in the roof of the furnace, are

three sets of knives or teeth, inclined in such a manner as to

shift the ore gradually fi-om the centre, where it is fed on,

towards the circumference, where it is discharged. The action of

heat in the presence of atmospheric oxygen converts the sulphur
and arsenic into sulphurous and arsenious acids, which escape

with the other hot gases, and are led into long condensing flues.

These are brick or stone passages high enough for a man to

stand upright, with partial partitions so ai-i-anged as to make
the hot gases take a tortuous path. There are large openings
on one side for drawing out the arsenical soot at intervals.

During the actual calcination these doors or manholes are closed

by sheets of iron carefully luted with clay.

The Hockin and Oxland calciner is not unlike the Bruckner
furnace used in the United States, as it is a revolving cylinder

* Henderson. 0]}. cit.
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lined with fii'e-bi'ick. Figures 693 and 694* show the construction

of such a furnace, A is the cylinder lined with fire-brick, set at a

slight inclination and supported on rollers. It is made to revolve at

the rate of six to eight revolutions per hour ; B is a screw which

Fig. 692.

brings down a regular supply of ore from a hopper. The ore

travels along vei-y gradually in the direction of the arrow and
finally drops into the chamber C. D is the fireplace opening into

the lower end of the cylinder, and E is the beginning of the flues,

* Ferguson, "On the Appliances used for Dressing Tin and Copper Ores
in Cornwall," Pruc. lud. Mcch. Encj., iS/j, p. 12S.
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in which the arsenious acid is condensed and through which the
sulphurous acid passes on its way to the chimney. The longi-
tudinal ribs of fire-brick, extending two-thirds of the length of
the furnace from the lower end, serve to lift up the charge and
let it fall, so as to expase new surfaces to the action of the air.
One of these calciners used some years ago at Devon Great
Consols mine was .simply an old boiler tube, 30 feet long by 3 feet
6 inches in diameter, lined with 4i-inch fire-brick, so that the
clear diameter inside was 2 feet 9 inches. Another was made of
an old boiler 5 feet in diameter. The inclination was i in 24.

Fig. 693.

7 Metres

Some of the calamine at Monteponi, which has been concen-

trated by the ordinary wet methods until it contains 20 per cent.

of zinc, is still much mixed with oxide of iron and dolomite. Two
per cent, of coal are added, and the ore is passed through the

rotary furnace, 42 feet (13 m.) long, working continuously like

the Hockin and Oxland calciner ; the iron is thus brought to the

state of magnetic oxide. On leaving the furnace the ore is

moistened with water, which causes the calcined dolomite to fall

to powder. It is next treated on screens, and the various cate-

gories produced are sent separately to a magnetic concentrator.*

* Ofnt. Zeltschr. f. E. u. TF. vol. x.x.\vii., 1SS9. p. 36; and Eur/. Alln.

Jour,, vol. lis'., 1S92, p. 77.
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(4) CEMENTATION.—The precipitation of copper by iron

may fairly be regarded as coming within the province of the

miner, when the solution flows naturally out of an adit level

or is pumped up from underground, or when it is obtained

artificially as a by-product in tin-dressing. On the other hand,

the metallurgist miy fa'rly claim such operations as those

conducted on a huge scale at Rio Tinto, where the cupreous

solution is mainly produced by leaching the ore which has been
burnt in heaps, or a mixture of burnt ore and raw ore. However,
as in other cases, the line of demarcation between the two do-

mains is an arbitrary one, and on this account it is advisable that

the mining student should be well grounded in metallurgy.

The famous old Parys mine in Angle-ey, now shorn of its glory

owing to the low price of copper, affords the most important
example of cementation cariied on at a mine in this country.

Coppery water is pumped out of the mine, and is led into

biick-lined pits containing scrap-iron. The iron is raked over

from time to time, and eventually the old pots, kettles, shovels,

meat-tins, &c., pass into solution, while the copper is precipi-

tated. As might be imagined, when one looks at the heterogeneous

mixture of articles constituting the scrap-iron thrown into the

pits, the precipitate is very impure and contains only some 20 to

30 per cent, of metallic copper.

The iron used is not lost ; the ferruginous solution running
away from the precipitating pits is led into large pools, and
there exposed to the action of air and rain. The dissolved iron

gradually passes to a higher state of oxidation, producing in-

soluble ochre, and little by little a deposit of this substance forms
upon the bottom of the big ponds. According to the strength of

the irony solution sui)plied, the ponds are run dry and cleared

out once in every two or three months. Wind and rain aid the

process of oxidation.

(5) AMALGAMATION.—Two metals, gold and silver, are

extracted from their ores by amalgamation, that is to say, by
processes based upon their affinity for mercury ; and here we are

once more on the borderland between mining and metallurgical

practice. In the case of silver ores, the processes are often

complex and require the precious metal to be brought into tlie

state of chloride before amalgamation is possible ; besides which

they are frequently carried on at works which do not belong to the

mining company. I therefore consider that the miner would be

encroaching upon the territory of his neighbour by interfering in

this instance, whilst, on the other hand, with gold the process is

generally simple, and the ore goes straight from the shaft or

adit to crushing and amalgamating works owned by the same
company as tlie mine.

The amalgamation of gold takes place by mere contact, either

when the paiticles touch the mercury as they slide or roll along
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in a current of water, or when they are in some way mechanically

rubbed against it.

An instance of the first kind of action has ah-eady been given

in the description of hydraulic raining in Chapter VI., and another
may be taken from the ordinary stamping mill of most gold

mines in which auriferous quartz is being treated. The pulp
discharged through the grates of the mortar-box is allowed to

flow over an inclined table, covered with a sheet of copper which
has been amalgamated. The surface of the copper plate is first

very carefully scoured, then cleaned with a solution of cyanide of

potassium, and finally rubbed with mercury and a little sal-

ammoniac. The bright silvery surface is then capable of picking

up the little particles of gold in the pulp and retaining them in

the form of a coating of amalgam, which is naturally thickest

where the pulp fir.st comes upon the table. When a sufficient

thickness has accumulated, the auialgam is scraped off, washed,
mixed with a little fresh quicksilver, washed with water, and
finally squeezed through canvas or chamois leather. The hard
amalgam so obtained is retorted.

Various devices are in use for making the little particles of

gold turn over from time to time and so expose fresh surfaces to

the quicksilver, in order to increase the chances of such intimate
contact as will ensure amalgamation. Sometimes steps are made
in the tables, giving the thin stream of pulp a little drop, some-
times the tables are shaken, whilst in the Hungarian mill the

pulp flows over the surface of a bath of mercury, the surface of

which is lightly skimmed by revolving iron knives.

Amalgamation will not take place unless the two metals are

bright and clean ; any slight film upon the mercury, such as

is produced by grease or tarnish, prevents contact, and the little

particle of gold rolls or slides down over the plate, just as it

would do on a plain sheet of copper, and is liable to escape.

The greatest care has therefore to be taken to keep the
amalgamated plates clean, and from time to time any tarnish

may be removed by brushing them with a solution of cyanide
of potassium. Other means of keeping quicksilver bright are

the addition of a little sodium amalgam, or the production of

nascent hydrogen upon the surface of a mercury bath by the
passage of a current of electricity. This is the principle of

Molloy's amalgamator, and that invented by Chaster and Beck. It

is evident from experiments, when the mercury covered with water
is connected to the negative pole of a dynamo, and lead plates

forming the anode are connected to the positive pole, that the
disengagement of hydrogen does keep the bath constantly bright

and lively, and fully entitles the metal to its familiar name
" quicksilver." Under these circumstances it takes hold of the

gold more readily, but the process does not appear to have gone
beyond the experimental stage at present.
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Considering the ense with which amalgamation is impeded
or prevented by a flimsy coating upon the mercury or upon the
gold, it is not surprising that rubbing of some kind should have
been tried in order to brighten the surfaces of the two metals
and so secure perfect contiict. It seems probable that when gold
was worked by the Romans in the Alps, the precious metal was
extracted by rubbing the ore to powder with water and mercury
upon slabs of gneiss by stone mullers. Subsequently, no doubt, the

quern was pressed into the service of the gold-miner, and by adding
a rude horizontal water-wheel to the quei'n, the hardy Piedmontese
miners developed their moUndlo, or small mill, by means of which
large quantities of gold have been obtained. Proceeding one st.^p

further, we have the arrastra, the most perfect form of wdiich can
probably be seen in Italy, and substituting iron and steel for

stone we have the various pans. All these mills perform a double
service ; they not only break up the ore and set free the minute
particles of gold, but they at the same time scour the gold,

make it bright and rub it against the quicksilver. Probably in

many cases the gold makes a streak upon the bed, just as it

would do if rubbed upon a jeweller's touchstone, and so gives a
clean bright surface with which the mercury at once amalgamates.
The mills may also be worked as concentrators, for if a stream of

water is run through them while they are being driven slowly, the

light particles are carried oft', and the heavy metallic sulphides lie

at the bottom in contact with the mercury, ready to give up the gold

they contain as soon as they are crushed fine enough to liberate

it. The heat developed by the friction of the muller is consider-

able and may assist the process of amalgamation, and indeed it may
explain how it is possible to extract So percent, of the gold from
ores containing lo to 20 per cent, of iron pyrites by simple amal-

gamation in arrastras. The arrastra is a more suitable

amalgamator for such ores than the copper plate, but it is a

slow grinder and it causes a large loss in quicksilver when raw
ore is treated by it. Various other mills are used for the same
purpose.

APPLICATION OP PROCESSES.— Having now passed

in review the various mechanical, physical, and chemical processes

which are employed by the miner in preparing his minerals for

sale, it remains to say a few words upon the manner in which

they are applied in diiferent cases. Space will not admit more

than an outline, nor is it necessary in a genei-al text-book to

enter deeply into details.

For the sake of convenience the various minerals will be taken

in alphabetical order.

Amber.—The lumps are separated by washing from the enclos-

ing sand, and are sorted according to colour and size. The small

pieces are treated in a steam bath at a temperature of 150° with

ccitain re-agents in order to renjove the dark lind, and the clear
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kernels which remain are melted up together and sold to the
varnish merchants.

Arsenic.—Arsenious acid is obtained by roasting and sublima-

tion. The crude arsenic resulting from the treatment of tin

"whits" is usually of a dirty grey colour owing to the ad-

mixture of solid carbonaceous particles deposited by the smoke

;

it is spoken of as " arsenical soot," and is sold by the miner to

works where it can be purified by being re-sublimed.

At some mines, however, which yield large quantities of mis-

pickel, the final purification is performed on the spot, and white
sublimed arsenic and arsenical glass are prepared by re-sublima-

tion, put into barrels and sent out into commerce.
Asbestos.—The dressing of the asbestos (chrysolite) of Canada

is simply a process of cobbing

—

i.e., the separation of the valuable

mineral from the enclosing serpentine by well-directed blows of

the hammer.
Asphalt.—The crude Tiinidad pitch is purified or refined on

the island by melting it in iron pans and allowing the earthy

matter to fall to the bottom. In France the process is some-
what different : the crude pitch is boiled with a heavy tar oil

obtained from the distillation of shale, in the proportion of 9
of pitch to 4 of tar oil. The 30 per cent, of water in the pitch is

driven off and a small amount of earthy matter is deposited, but
the refined pitch, consisting of the two ingredients which were
mixed, still contains a large percentage of clay.

Bituminous sandstone * is made to yield up its pitch by melting

with water. The sandstone is broken up into lumps about 3
inches across, thrown into cauldrons of boiling water, and stirred

for an hour. The bitumen melts and rises to the top, whilst

the sand falls to the bottom. The bitumen is skimmed ofi", though
it is by no means free from sand, if the original sandstone was fine-

grained. It is then re-melted and the sand allowed to sink

;

the liquid bitumen is drawn oflf and allowed to cool in moulds,
but the sandy deposit at the bottom still contains a good deal of

pitch which cannot profitably be separated.

The treatment of the bituminous limestone of Seyssel has
already been described in the general pait of tliis chapter.

Barytas.—The principal processes in preparing baiytes for

the market are drying and grinding.

The barytes coming from the mine is washed and picked, and
pieces intermixed with rock are cleaned by cobbing. The lumps
are dried upon a tiled floor heated by flues underneath, and are
then crushed, either by rolls or an edge-runner, to a coar.se

powder, which is twice ground in mills like flour-mills. French
burr stones are preferred. The second grinding yields a powder
as fine as flour, which is put up into bariels ready for sale.

* 3ialo, UAspludtc, Viuh, iSSS, ix 6S.
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Iron-stained barytes is " bleached " by acid, as already ex-

plained.

Borax.—The earth obtained at the borax lake, California, is

ground, and then dissolved in water brought to the boiling

point in large iron vats by injecting steam. The contents are

allowed to settle, and the clear solution, containing the carbonate,

sulphate, chloride, and borate of sodium, is drawn off into pans
and allowed to cool. The borax is the first to crystallise out, and
the crystals ai-e collected and sold, or are re-dissolved ; this second

solution furnishes, on crystallising, the refined borax of com-
merce.*

Boric Acid.—The solution of boric acid, obtained in Tus-

cany by passing natural steam-puffs (soffioni) thi'ough water, is

evaporated either by the heat of some of these soflioui, or

artificially, until the gypsum and other impurities separate;

the liquid is drawn off" and the acid is allowed to crystallise

out.

Carbonic Acid.—If not at once piped off to white lead or soda

woi'ks, carbonic acid is compressed and sold in the liquid state.

Clay.—Common clays are used on the spot, and made into

bricks, tiles, or drain-pipes. The potter's clay of Devonshire

is sent away in cubical lumps just as they come from the pit,

but the china clay is obtained by a true dressing pi-ocess. The
stream of water running down the side of the openwork, and
carrying with it all the ingredients of the decomposed granite, is

led into a pit where the coai'se particles of quartz settle,t whilst the

clayey water is conducted into long channels in which fine sand and
mica are deposited gradually. Lastly, the milky stream reaches

circular pits, 20 to 40 feet in diameter, and 6 to 20 feet deep,

drops its kaolin, and passes off" as almost clean water. Tlie

creamy deposit is dried in the manner already described (Fig. 676),
and the china clay of commerce is the result.

Fuller's earth is also a clay which has to be dressed before being

sent into the market. The processes to which it is usually sub-

jected are drying, sifting, and grinding.

The clay coming from the pits is dried in kilns (Fig. 677) and
sifted by hand to take out the fine, if the customer insists upon
having nothing but lumps. The dry lumps are put up into sacks,

and the small is sifted again. The very fine, below ^ inch, is

thrown away, and the coarser part is ground to fine flour in an
Askham mill, and so sold.

In addition to this dry dressing, some of the clay is ground in

an edge-runner, run into settling tanks, and dried much in the

same way as china clay.

* Napier Hake, " An Account of a Borax Lake in California," Jour. Soc.

C/iem. JncL, vol. viii., 1S89, p. 856; E. L. Fleming, "Borax," CJiem. News,
vol. Ixiii., 1891, p. 74.

t Collins, 2hc Ilcnshurrow Granite District, Truro, 1S78, p. iS.
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Copper Ore.*—The ores of copper are so different that no
general scheme of treatment suitable to all of them can be pre-

scribed. Thus, for instance, the copper shale of Mansfeld is

merely picked at the mine before going to the smelting works,
which receive an ore containing only 2 to 3 per cent, of metal. At
the Lake Superior mines concentration by water can be carried

to such a pitch that the "barrel copper" leaving the dressing

establishments often has more than 70 per cent, of metal.

Hand-picking is generally an important part of the dressing

when the ore consists largely of a mineral like chalcopyrite,

because it is easily crushed to powder liable to be carried away by
water in washing. At the Rio Tinto mines f the following are

the principal varieties separated by picking :

a. Kich ore with 5 or 6 per cent, of copper, which is smelted on the
spot.

h. Lump ore with 2 to 3 per cent of copper, which is exported.
c. Lump ore with 2 per cent, of copper, which is burnt in heaps on

the spot.

d. Fine ore, which is added to the burnt ore, so that its copper
may be gradually rendered soluble.

e. Quartzose ore, which is retained for the furnaces.

When copper pyrites occurs coarsely intermixed with quartz and
other earthy minerals, the dressing usually begins with hand-picking
and crushing by rolls ; the coarser grains are jigged, and the finest

particles are cleaned and rendered rich enough for sale, by buddies,

frames, revolving tables, or endless belts. Intermediate products
made up of ore and waste have to be re-crushed before a complete
separation is possible.

At the Lake Superior mines, where the mineral is native
copper, the treatment is different. The rock from the mine is

stamped by huge Ball or Leavitt stamps until it will pass through
holes of ^\ inch, and the copper-bearing stream is delivered

into upward current separators, which make five classes ; the
four coarsest sizes are treated on Collom jigs, and the fifth upon
revolving tables.

Diamonds.—The dressing of the diamond-bearing rock of

South Africa J may be divided into the following separate
operations

:

a. Natural disintegration, under atmospheric agencies, aided by
watering, rolling and harrowing.

* Egleston, " Copper Dressing in Lake Superior,'' Metallurgical Eevieio,
New York, vol. ii., 1878.

Henderson, " On the Methods generally adopted in Cornwall in Dressing
Tin and Copper Ores," Proc. Inst. C. E., vol. xvli., 1857-58, p. 106.

Rathbone, " On Copper Mining in the Lake Superior District," Froc.
Inst. Mech. Emj., 18S7, p. 86.

t Collins, " On the Geology of the Rio Tinto Mines," Q. J. Geol. Soc, vol.

xli., 1883, p. 256.

X De Beers Consolidated Mines, Limited, Second Annual ricport,for iha
Year endinrj T,ist 31arch 1890, p. 19.
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b. Screening in a revolving screen, with holes i inch by i inch,

or I inch by i^, which take out coarse lumps ; these are returned

to the depositing floors to undergo the weathering process a little

longer.

c. Washing the fine in rotary pans, which separate clean gravel

from the fine sand and mud; the latter flow into another similar

Avasher, where the process is repeated in case any diamonds should

have escaped in the overflow from the first.

d. Screening the clean gravel through a cylindrical sieve, with
round holes varyinsr from | inch to | inch in diameter, making
in all five sizes. The largest grains discarded by the sieve are

picked at once.

e. Treatment in a " pulsator," which is simply a jig with con-

tinuous feed and discharge like the Hartz jigs. The bed is formed
of leaden bullets. A concentrate, containing the diamond-",

passes through the bed, and refuse goes over the edge of the

/. Picking out the diamonds by hand, first by white men when
the gravel is wet, and then by native convicts when it is dry.

The operation of picking is repeated as often as enough diamonds
are found to repay the cost of the labour.

riint and Chert.—Flints are trimmed into square-faced

lumps for building purposes, or are split and trimmed into

gun-flints. Chert is trimmed by hammering into blocks for use

in the potteries.

Gold.—The precious metal may be extracted from simple sand
and gravel by mere washing, or by washing combined \vith amal-

gamation. Hydraulic mining aflbrds an example of the latter

method. When the gold is enclosed in hard rock such as quartz,

or occui's in a hard tightly cemented conglomerate, the auriferous

stone has to be crushed in order to set the metal free.

The crushing is most often efiected by a stonebreaker, followed

by stamps, and the pulp is run over amalgamated copper plates.

Mercury is often added in the battery so as to catch the coarse

gold at once. Tlie amalgam scraped oflf the plates and taken out

of the battery-box is cleaned and retorted, giving spongy gold,

which is melted in crucibles and cast int-o bars. If the ore

contains much pyrites or other heavy metallic sulphides, the stuff

leaving the amalgamated plates is taken to a dressing machine of

some kind, such as a Frue-vanner, which furnishes a concentrate

consisting largely of metallic sulphides, more commonly known to

miners by their older name of '• sulphurets." These are sure to

contain gold, and they are further treated in vaiious ways : by
direct amalgamation in pans, which means a still finer grinding,

to liberate more of the fine particles of gold, by smelting, by
chloi'ination, or by the cyanide process.

Gold is also extracted by grinding up the ore in mills or arras-

tras with water ami a little mercurv. Excellent results have
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been obtained in Italy by this method, even with highly pyritic

ores.

It is very necessary that the miner should recollect that gold

does not always exist in the same state in the ore, and that the
value of the ore depends not only upon the amount of metal in

it, but also upon the ease with which it is extracted. A mere
assay gives information upon the first point only. It tells how
much gold there is per ton, but it does not say whether the
metal is in the native state, or whether it is combined with some
other element which may render exti'action by amalgamation
quite impossible. Even when the gold is all native, the size of

the particles varies considerably, and they may or may not be
wrapped up in iron pyrites or other metallic sulphides. Con-
sequently it is futile to suppose that all gold ores can be treated

by one and the same method.
Graphite.—The graphite of Ceylon is first picked at the

mine, and then despatched to Colombo to undergo the processes of

cobbing, picking, and screening. Men and women, using a tool

like a little axe, chip ofi" the waste material from the lumps, and
sift the small fragments upon slightly inclined screens made of

sheet-iron. They also clean the lumps with brushes made of

cocoa-nut husks. In this manner four different kinds of graphite
are produced—viz., " large lumps," pieces about as big as the fist

or larger ;
" ordinary lumps," about the size of walnuts ;

" chips,"

about the size of grains of wheat ; and " dust," which includes

everything sm.aller. The graphite is now ready to be barrelled

for export.

One mode of concentrating certain kinds of graphite has been
mentioned as an instance of a method depending upon differences

of friability
; but in addition to these dry processes, graphite is

also dressed by the aid of water. In Moravia and Bohemia
graphite is found in gneiss, and may be intermixed with lime-

stone, quartz, iron pyrites, garnets and hornblende. Rock of this

kind is pulverised by grinding in mills, or by stamping, and the
pulp is made to flow into rectangular wooden boxes in which the
coai'ser particles and part of the rock and pyrites are deposited.

The graphite-bearing water passes on into a number of long
rectangular wooden troughs {tyes, strips, or strakes, Cornwall), in
which the graphite deposits itself gradually, whilst clean water
flows out of the last trough. The first trough has the worst
graphite, and the last the be.st quality of the mineral. The
deposit is dug out, pressed in filter presses, and the resulting
cakes are dried in stoves.*

Gypsum.—The preparation of gypsum for the market resolves

* Anriree, " Der osterreichische und bayerische Graphitbergbau," B. u.
li. Z.. 1890, p. 269.

Schauenstein, Benhluch des oiterreicJdschen Berrj- und Hiiltenwesens,
Vienna, 1873, p. 116.
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itself into picking, breaking, burning and grinding ; or where the
gypsum is required for other purposes than cement making, the
burning or baking is omitted.

In Sussex the waggons coming from the mine are tipped on to a
floor, the large lumps are broken up with a sledge hammer, and any
pieces much mixed with worthless rock are picked out as useless.

The remainder is sent to a stonebreaker, and the broken lumps go
either to a baking oven to be made into plaster, to a burning
oven if Parian cement is required, or to a grinding apparatus if the
gypsum is sold to manure merchants.

After burning or baking, the product is ground, first by toothed
rolls and then under edge-runners. It is now taken up by an
elevator, put through a line revolving screen, and is drawn off

into sacks.

Iron.—With a substance of small intrinsic value like iron ore,

the methods of dressing must be inexpensive if they are to be
commercially profitable ; and at the present time it may be said

that most of the iron of commerce is obtained from ores which
go direct to the smelter without any preparation beyond picking

out refuse underground. A few instances of calcination have
already been noted, and also the separation of fine ore by a
sieve. Iron ore is sometimes washed in order to get rid of

adherent clay, and at the mines of North Lancashire some of

the haematite, mixed with clay and siliceous matter, is made fit

for the blast furnace by crushing and jigging.*

The same line of treatment is pursued in the dressing works of

the Chateaugay Ore and Iron Company, at Lyon Mountain, N.Y.
The mine pi^oduces magnetic iron ore, the richer parts of which
are picked out, whilst the leaner parts, consisting of grains of

magnetite disseminated through gneiss, go to the mills for con-

centration. This mixed ore is crushed by Blake bi-eakers, and after

screening is treated in Conkling jigs.f

Haematite for fettling puddling furnaces is ground under edge-

runners, and that which is used for making castings malleable is

carefully screened. Special qualities are picked out for these

purposes.

In this country the supply of magnetic iron ore is insignificant,

and consequently we cannot show examples of concentrating by
the aid of magnetism, such as may be found in Sweden and the

United States, where this method is occupying much attention,

as may be inferred from the descriptions of magnetic separators

just given.

Lead.J—A few mines produce lumps of galena so pure that

* J. G. Lawn.
+ Ruttmarn, " Concentrating Map:netite with the Conkling Jig at Lyon

Jlountain, N.Y.," Trans. Amer. Inst. M.E., vol. xvi., iSSS, p. 609 ; and
]:. M. J., vol xlvi., 18S8, p. 870.

X For details consult Bellora, " Et.at actiiel de la preparation mecaniqne
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they merely requii'e washing in order to be ready for sale to the

suielter or the potter.

Much of the lead ore from veins is dressed by crushing,

sizing and jigging ; the particles under i mm., or at all events

imder ^ mm., are trea<^ed by revolving tables, percussion ables,

endless belts, or buddies.

The crushing is done first by a stonebreaker and then by rolls.

Blende is often associated with galena, but owing to the difference

in their specific gravities, a separation can be made by the

appliances just mentioned. Products obtained from the jigs

consisting of mixed minerals have to be re-crushed, and then

treated once more by machinery similar to that used for the

original ore.*

The soft lead-bearing sandstone of Mechernich f crimibles to

pieces so easily, that by the time it reaches the dressing establish-

ment, after having fallen down in the underground chambers and
dropped through shoots into the waggons, most of it is in a fit state

for the concentrating machinery. The works are specially designed

for treating very large quantities of poor ore consisting almost

entirely of galena and quartz sand ; their.main feature is the use

of the siphon separator (p. 578), by which a very large pro-

portion of the stuff is at once concentrated into clean concretions

[Knotten) containing about 22 per cent, of lead. This concentrate

goes to another establishment, where it is stamped and passed

throvigh siphon separators, jigs, levolving tables and round
buddies, in order to sepai-ate lead ore fit for the furnaces.

Manganese.—The only preparation of the Welsh manganese
ore is separating the fine ore under i inch, by sifting in the mine,
and picking out of any pieces of waste or very poor rock.

The Devonshire ore, which consisted largely of psilomelane,

was washed and picked, and the "smalLs" were jigged. Some of

the large ore was crushed ; the coarse part was jigged, and the

fine cleaned in buddies.

Mica. I—The rough blocks obtained from the mine are cleaved

by means of steel wedges into sheets I inch or less in thickness,

and these are cut by the " scriber " into the shapes required for

stove windows. There are a very large number of patterns,

langing in size from ixitoSxio inches. The cutting is done

des minerais dans la Saxe, le Hartz et la Prusse Rhenane,'' Annalex ih-s

Mines, ser. 8, vol. xx., 1891, p. 5.

Munroe, "The New Dressing Works of St. Joseph Lead Company, at
Bonne Terre, Missouri," Trans. Amer. Inst. 31.E., vol. xvii., 1888, p. 659.

* Sopwith, "The Dressing of Lead Ores," Proc. Inst. C. E., vol. xxx.,

1869-70, p. 106.

t Der Berfjhau unci Hiittenbetrieb des Mecliernicher Bergioerls-Actien-
Vereins, Cologne, 1886, p. 10, and Tables II. and III, ; and B. u. h, Z.,

1886, p. 476.

+ Phillips, " Mica Mining in North Carolina," Eng. Min. Jour., vol. xlvi.,

1888, p. 41S.

2 E
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with a knife nlong the edges of a template made of ii-on or tin-

plate. The blocks of crude mica yield from -^^ to J of cut mica

lit for the market. The refuse scrnps aie now grovind up into

tine powder and used in the manufacture of wall-paper, tinsel,

hair-powder, and lubricants.*

Nitrate of Soda.—The process of extracting the commercial

nitrate from the crude caliche has already been sufficiently

described, in speaking of the preparation of minerals by solution

and crystallisation.

Oahre.—Native ochre is ground luider an edge-runner with

water, and the product is run into settling pits. Coarse sand

settles first, and further away the sediment consists of fine ochre,

which is dug out and dried. The ochre deposited by the water

coming from cementation pits has simply to be dug up and dried.

The native umber of Devonshire is stamped and ground under
edge-runners ; the umber suspended in water is pumped up and
allowed to settle in tanks until it can be dug out. It is then
dried in the same way as china clay.t

Ozokerite.—Some of the mineial is brought up in the form
of fairly clean lumps which have been picked out underground
and put into sacks. These, tojiether with similar pieces picked

out above ground and scraped free from dirt, ai-e melted in large

semi-spherical open cast-iron pnns and boiled. When allowed to

settle, the earthy matter falls to the bottom and clean ozokerite

floats on the top. This is ladled out into cylindrical moulds, and
on cooling furnishes the large loaves of commercial ozokerite.

Water is added to the earthy residues at the bottom of the pans,

and the whole brought to the boiling-point. Ozokerite rises to

the top and is skimmed ofl', whilst the residues remaining at the

bottom, which still contain some lo per cent, of wax, are sold to

dealers who extract it by means of benzine.

The small stuff coming from the mine which will go through
a grating with bars 2 inches apart is put into a tub of water; the

wax rises, is skimmed off with a sieve and purified by melting,

and the earthy residues are sold, or are stocked until the miner
puts lip plant for extraction by benzine.

Phosphate of Lime.—The varieties of this mineral are so

numerous, from the hard compact apatite of Canada to the pulveru-

lent mineral of the Somme district, that the modes of treatment

must necessarily be exti'emely difterent ; sometimes also the mineral

is sold finely gi^ound and put up in sacks ready for the farmer, in

other cases the miner satisfies himself with removing all waste,

and leaves to other persons such processes as milling or manu-
facture into supeiphosphate.

* Nitze, " Groi:nd Mica luclustry in North Carolina," Evg. Min. Jour.,

vol. liv., 1892, p. 292.

\ Frecheville, "The Umber Deposits at Ashbuiton," Trans. JR. G:ol.

Sue, Conuvall,' vol. ix. p. 219.
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As a rule, the treatment may be summed up as drying and
grinding, often preceded by a preliminary washing. For instance,

the phosphate of the Somme is dried first upon iron-plated floors,

and then in a Ruelle stove or a revolving calciner. This prepares
it for grinding. The first grinding is done between two vertical

stones, and all that is fine enough is drawn out by an exhaust
fan ; the portion which is too coarse to be sucked up by the
current of air passes into a mill with horizontal stones and is re-

ground. After being put into sacks it is ready for the manure
merchant, or for the farmer if he applies it to his land direct.

The nodules of the South Carolina phosphate are freed from
the sand and clay by a mechanical washer, in the form of a helix

revolving i n a trough. The material is fed in at the lower end
and is gradually screwed up to the other against a strong stream
of water. The water carries away the waste, and clean lumps are

delivered at the other end. The washed nodules are dried in

kilns and are then ready for export.*

Potassiiun Salts.—The two principal potassium salts obtained
by mining are carnallite and kainite. Simple grinding is often the
only preparation before sale, but in some cases, as explained on
page 608, the carnallite undergoes a complicated treatment by
solution and crystallisation, for the purpose of extracting chloride

of potassium and utilising the by-products obtained in these
processes.

Quicksilver.—The great intrinsic value of quicksilver ore

enables hand-picking to be carried further than would be
compatible with a mineral of little worth. At Idriaf the loss of

mercury was so great under the old system of wet dressing,

in spite of the high specific gravity of cinnabar, that this

method was given up some fifty years ago. Nowadays, the
preparation for the smelting is done solely by crushing, sizing, and
hand-picking. The stuff broken in the mine is separated under-
ground into waste, poor ore and rich ore. The first is left in the
workings, and the two kinds of ore are tipped separately on to a
grating with holes of 4 inches (100 mm.) across. The coarse

lumps are crushed by Blake's stonebreakers, and the broken ore
which is too big to pass through holes of |- inch (20 mm.) is

hand-picked ; the portions so separated are made ready for the
smelting works by further crushing. When poor ore is being
treated, waste can be picked out and thrown away at once. The
stuff passing through the 20 mm. mesh is crushed by rolls and
sent to the smelting works.

The "smalls" which passed the 100 mm. grating are screened
on a 2-inch (50 mm.) sieve; the coarse goes to the stonebreaker
and the fine to screens of different sizes. All that is over ^ inch

* Benedict, " Mining, Washing, and Calcining South Carolina Phosphate,"
Ei)fi. Mill. Jour., vol. liii., 1S92, p. 349.

t JJus k. k. Quecksdheriferk zu Uria in Krain, Vienna, iSSi, p. 19,
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(20 mm.) is picked, and some waste taken out; wliat is under
this size is passed through the rolls and so made fit for the

furnaces.

Salt.—The mode of making a saleable product fi^om brine has

already been described ; but it must not be forgotten that brine

itself is sold as such to works which make alkali by the Solvay

process.

Some rock-salt is prepared for the market by crushing. At
one of the Cheshire mines there are three pairs of crushing rolls

one above the other, the first pair coarsely fluted, the second pair

fluted, but less coarsely, and the third or lowest pair smooth. The
rolls are from 18 inches to 2 feet in diameter and 2^ feet long.

The rolls of another crusher are made up of toothed rings

threaded upon shafts, and so arranged that the teeth of one roll

fit between two of the rings of the opposite roll. Some of the salt

is also ground by a disintegrator.

Silver.—The ores of silver may be divided into two classes

:

silver ores proper and argentiferous lead and copper ores.

Many of the silver minerals are very friable, and are liable to be

carried ofi" with the refuse, if subjected to the ordinary wet dress-

ing processes ; the preparation of such ores at the mine is gene-

rally limited to crushing, picking, and cobbing. The miner then
relegates to others the task of extracting the precious metal by
metliods based upon its affinity for quicksilver or molten lead, or

upon the leaching properties of hyposulphite of soda.

Argentiferous lead and copper ores are concentrated by the

processes in vogue for the baser metals ; but if the proportion of

silver is large, a greater amount of labour may be expended upon
hand-picking and cobbing than would be permissible with ores of

lead and copper alone.

Slate.—Two articles of commerce are made at the quarries:

roofing slates and thick slals used for cisterns, billiard-tables,

and tombstones. The slate arrives at the surface in the form
of large blocks, often weighing two tons or more. These are

divided by splitting into slabs about 3 inches thick, which go to the

sawing tables. The circular saws cut up the slabs into pieces

suitable for the operation of fine splitting ; by the careful and
dexterous use of his wedge and mallet, the quarryman is able to

split the slab into thin sheets, which at Festiniog often do not

exceed i inch in thickness. These have to be trimmed, generally

into a rectangular form. Though this operation can be and
often is performed by hand, it is more common to use some
kind of knife worked by machinery (Fig. 639). The slates are

then sorted by hand according to their quality. Tiie slabs are

first split out of blocks, and are finished by being sawn into shape

and planed smooth by machinery.

Stone.— It is imposfsible in a general treatise to enter into any
details concerning the pieparation of stone at mines and open-
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works. Some stone is shaped by hammering, into paving blocks

or " setts " ; much is crushed by stonebreakers and sold as road-

metal after removal of the fine by screening ; freestone is sawn so

as to suit the builder ; flags are obtained by splitting micaceous
sandstone along the planes of bedding and trimming the edges,

and, lastly, gunflints are made from the well-known nodules by
the dexterous chipping of the •' knapper."

Sulphiir.—This element is obtained from the rock, which
contains it in the native state, by simple liquation in a kiln of

some kind, intermittent (calcarone) (Fig. 677) or continuous (Gill's

furnace), by liquation in steam-heated cylinders, or by distillation

in iron retorts ; this last process, which was at one time practised

with rich ore in the Romagua, is now almost entirely abandoned.
Tin.*—The tin ore obtained from veins usually contains

the cassiterite so finely disseminated through the stone, that a
considerable amount of comminution is required before the valu-

able grains are thoroughly liberated, and so rendered capable of

being separated by washing. In Cornwall the first process is a
preliminary crushing by a Blake's stonebreaker, followed by
stamping until the pulp will pass through a fine grate. The pulp
is led into round buddies in order to produce a first concentrate,

containing not only all the cassiterite, but also the iron pyrites,

mispickel and other metallic sulphides with which it is so often

associated. By repeating the operation of huddling, a concentrate

is obtained, which is subjected to " tossing and packing " in order
finally to prepare it for the furnace. This first concentrate, known
in Cornwall by the name of whits, is dried upon the top of the
calciner and then roasted in the manner already described. After
roasting, the huddling is repeated, and, lastly, the tossing and
packing, with the result that clean tin ore with 65 to 70 per cent.

of metal can be put away in bins, ready to be done up in sacks
and despatched to the smelting works. In some cases the ore is

not contaminated with sulphides, and no roasting is lequired.

The tin-bearing sand and gravel, which have furnished and are
still furnishing such a large proportion of the world's supply of the
metal, can be treated in a speedier fashion. The wash-dii-t is

simply shovelled or hoed against a stream of water in a ditch or
trough ; the light waste is washed away, and the heavy pebbles
and clean grains of cassiterite are left at the head. This is the
method usually employed in the East.

The tin-gravel worked at Restronguet Creek,t near Truro, was
washed with water in order to separate adherent clay, and then

* Ferguson, " On the Mechanical Appliances used for dressing Tin and
Copper Ores in Cornwall," Proc. Inst. Mech. Ewj., 1873, P- "9 5 Henderson,
'On the Methods generally adopted in Cornwall in dressing Tin and
Copper Ores," Prcc. In^t. C.E., vol. xvii., 1S57-58, p. 106.

t Taylor, " Description of the Tin Stream Works in Kestronguet Creek,
near Truro," Vroc. Just. Jlah. E>ig., 1S73, p. 161.
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passed to a revolving sieve. The fine stuff was jigged, and finally

cleaned by a propeller-knife huddle ; the large pebhles were
picked over, and those containing tin were stamped and treated
like vein rock.

At Mount Bischoff,* in Tasmania, the process of dressing may
be briefly summed up as follows : Comminution by stamps, and
extraction of the tin ore from the pulp by jigs and revolving
tables.

Zinc.—Calamine has sometimes to be washed, in order to rid

it of clay, before it is crushed and jigged like lead oi'e.

Blende is dressed in the same way as lead ore, and is often ob-

tained from one compartment or portion of a dressing machine,
whilst galena is being discharged fi-om another.

LOSS IN DRESSING.
The loss in dressing is frequently very great, and proofs of this

fact constantly come under one's notice. Old heaps of mining refuse

left by foi-mer workers may be seen yielding an abundant harvest
to a later generation, and even with the machinery of to-day the
extraction is far from perfect. For instance, in the year 1891 no
less than 879 tons of dressed tin ore, worth ;;{^33, 704, were ex-

tracted from the muddy water discharged into the " Red River "

and its tributaries by some of the large tin mines near Camborne
and Redruth.
The loss is due to several causes. First comes imperfect

severance of the valuable mineral from the worthless constituents
of the ore during the crushing process ; this is unavoidable if the
mineral occurs in the state of veiy minute particles. Secondly,
the thickness of the dirty water escaping from the machines,
which impedes the subsidence of the fine grains; thirdly, want of

care on the part of the persons placed in charge of tiie machinery.
In addition to these causes, which are iseneral, special reasons ac-

counting for loss will be found with certain minerals : the
amalgamation of gold is pi'evented by grease, by any coating or
film upon it which impedes close contact with the mercury, by the
presence in the ore of substances which have an injurious eflTect

upon the mercury, " sickening '' it, or in other words depriving it

of its natural activity. Again, if the mineral is flaky, it will not
fall so easily in water as if the particles more nearly approached
a spherical shape.

The actual loss has been very carefully ascertained in some
cases, though less attention is paid to exact determinations than
the subject deserves. M. Bellomt cites three cases of loss at mines
producing argentiferous galena and blende.

The ore delivered to the Himmelfahit Works, near Freiberg,

* Kajser, " Advantages of Ore-dressing by Automatic Machinery,"
Tmnis. iMin. Assoc, and Inst. Cornwall, vol. ii., 18S8, p. 51.

f Op. cit., p. 624.
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contains 2^ per cent, of lead, 0*275 pei" cent, of zinc, and 7*3 ozs.

of silver per metric ton (23 gvummes per 100 kil.), besides a

little copper, ^ per cent, of arsenic, and 5 per cent, of sulphur.

The galena is dressed to 85 per cent, of lead and 96 ozs. of silvei

(300 grammes per 100 kil.), the blende to 40 per cent, of zinc and
9-6 ozs. of silver (30 grammes per 100 kil.), the pyritic minerals

to 40 per cent, of sulphur and 16 ozs, of silver (50 grammes
of silver per 100 kil.). The losses are found to be 21 per cent, of

the silver, ^^ per cent, of the lead, and 60 per cent, of the
sulphur.

At the Churprinz Works, also near Freiberg, the raw ore con-

tains 3 per cent, of lead, and 3 ozs. of silver per metric ton (9^
grammes per 100 kil.), and a dressed product is prepared with

70 percent, of lead and 16 ozs. of silver per ton (50 grammes
of silver per 100 kil). The loss in dressing is 228 per cent, of

the silver and 149 per cent, of the lead.

The ore treated at Ems contains 4 per cent, of lead, 2^ per cent,

of zinc, and i"j ozs. of silver per metric ton (5-4 grammes per 100
kil.), but the enrichment by washing is not carried so far as at the

other works. The galena is dressed to 36 per cent, of lead and

96 ozs. of silver per metric ton (30 grammes per 100 kil.), and
the blende, which is not ai'gentiferous, to 44^ per cent, of zinc. Tho
losses are 8 per cent, of the silver, 6 per cent, of the lead, and 34
per cent, of the zinc.

It is to be regretted that so many dressing establishments in

this country are worliing entirely in the dark, and are, therefore,

utterly ignorant of the losses that are going on.

At few places in the world is the loss more carefully studied

than at the mines of the Pestarena Company in Northern Italy,

for a sample is taken from every waggon of crushed ore before it

goes to the mills. The quantity of gold in the ore treated can,

therefore, be ascertained with great accvxracy, and by comparing
this amount with the quantit}' extracted, it is found that about
one-fifth escapes amalgamation and is lost ; the ores sometimes
contain 10 to 20 per cent, of pyrites.

Another kind of loss which requires to be ascertained is the
purely mechanical waste in preparing stone for the market. In
the case of slate it is very large, for the blocks brought from
the workings into the mills frequently yield only 25 per cent, of

roofing material. As the amount of rubbish produced in getting

out the blocks is also considerable, the quantity of saleable slate is

often only one-twelfth of the actual rock excavated.

Seeing that the proportion of waste material, whether in ore

mines or stone mines, is usually large, it behoves the miner in

laying out his dressing establishment, to make provision for the

disposal of great quantities of refuse.
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CAMPLING.

The miner may have to sample the produce of his mine for a

variety of reasons. Sometimes sampling is necessary in order to

ascertain the amount of money due to the workmen ; it is indis-

pensable when the loss in dressing has to be ascertained, and,

lastly, the miner, after preparing his various products for sale,

requires samples for possible purchasers.

Sampling may be done by hand or by machinery. Four methods
of hand-sampling may be mentioned :

HAND-SAMPLING.— i. Sampling by taking out small
lots.— If the mineral is in coarse lumps and the valuable ingredient

irregularly distiibuted, picking up a few stones here and there

is not likely to yield a veiy connect sample ; but, on the other

hand, if the mineral is already crushed, and if the small lot

is takeia regularly, say for instance every tenth shovelful, it is

possible to obtain great accuracy. Thus at the Pestarena mines
the gold ore before being milled is crushed by rolls until it will

pass a sieve with three holes to the inch ; and from each waggon
of crushed ore about 2 kilos, are taken by a tin measure. The
load is spread out horizontally with the hand and a tin measure

is filled from this fiat surface and thrown into a tub. Each
waggon is weighed, and the 2 kil. represent about o^soth of the

load. At the end of the day the tubful is taken as the sample of

the stuff sent to the mills. From this large sample a small one

is prepared by the process of quartering, which will be described

immediately.

This method of sampling will also suffice in the case of an ore

of small intrinsic value, such as an iron ore, consisting in the

main of one mineral.

2. Trenching.—In order that this method of sampling may
be accurate, it is necessary that the mineral be well mixed, and
where a valuable ore is concerned, great care is expended upon
the operation. It may happen that there are a number of small

heaps of dressed ore, each produced by a different gang of men,
which have to be mixed before being sold in one lot. The stufi'

from the first heap is spread out evenly on a smooth flat floor.

Layer after layer is added from the other small heaps until

a large square or rectangular pile is obtained made up of

horizontal strata. The mixing is now carried out by taking

off a slice from the side of tlie heap with a shovel, so as to

cut through all the layeis ; the stuff is tossed on to the floor

and spread over a large area, and the thorough intermingling

is aided by a boy who stirs it as it falls. The original heap is

cut away slice after slice, and gradually, at the side of it, another

heap is formed with the particles thoi-oughly mixed, which is ready

for the operation of trenching ; it may be, for instance, 10 ft. wide

by 15 ft. long, and iS inches high. If the operation of turning
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ovor and mixing was carried on along the long side of the rectangle,

a couple of trenches are dug across the heap at right angles to

this direction, or in other words parallel to the short sides. The
trenches are cut down to the bottom, and after they have been
carefully swept out, the sampler slices ofl' small portions of the
sides with his shovel. All that he cuts down in this way is

shovelled into hand-barrows, and constitutes the large sample,

which has simply to be reduced in bulk by quarteiing.

"With coarsely broken mineral the part shovelled out in making
the tl'ench is often taken as a first sample and not the thin slices

from the sides, as is done with fine material.

The two trenches are sometimes cut at right angles to one
another, forming an ordinary cross, or along the diagonals, forming
a St. Andrew's cross, and the heaps are often round instead of

being rectangular.

(3) Quartering.—Quartering is a process of dividing a given
lot of mineral again and again until a sufficiently small sample
remains. The mineral is made into a conical heap by letting each

Fig. 696.Fig
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shovel has been filled by a thrust into the heap of finely crushed
mineral, it is easy to discharge the outer three-fourths of its con-

tents over the back end, and then, turning it over, to deposit

the centi-al quarter in a separate place as the sample.

MACHINE SAMPLING.—While we have' generally been

content on this side of the Atlantic to go on with the old-

fashioned methods of hand-sampling, much ingenuity has been

displayed in the United States with the object of producing

machinery for doing the work, and thereby saving time and
labour, to say nothing of furnishing more accurate results.

According to the principle upon which they work, sampling

machines may at once be divided into two great classes :
*

(i) Machines which take part of the stream of material for the whole
of the time.

(2) Machines which take the whole of the stream of material for part

of the time.

(i) In the former class a spout or opening of some kind is

arranged so as to divert part of the stream of ore, coming from a

crusher for instance, into a separate receptacle.

Two samplers used some years ago in Colorado belong to the

first class. One of them is a hollow cone with four large holes
;

the stream of crushed ore falls upon the apex, and the particles

spreading themselves out slide down over the steep surface. The
path of some of the particles leads them to the holes, where they

drop through, forming a sample of the whole. The size of the

holes can be arranged so as to extract a given percentage of the

total quantity, and this first sample can be reduced in bulk by a

second passage over the cone.

In the other the desired result is obtained by letting the ore

fall on to three inclined shelves one above the other. f Each shelf

has openings which allow a portion of the ore to drop through.

The ore dropping through the first shelf falls upon the second,

which in its turn eliminates part and lets the remainder drop on

to the third shelf, where the process is repeated. The portion

which has passed through the three shelves constitutes the

sample.

Clarkson's Rapid Sampler, an English machine (Fig. 697),

consists of a revolving conical hopper, supplied with the mineral,

which runs through a hole in the bottom, and drops on to the

apex of a cone. In the path of the falling stream of mineral,

now converted into a hollow rotating cylinder, there are two

segmental spouts, which intercept any desired propoition of it,

and so furnish two independent samples. The size of the spout

determines the percentage which is diverted as a sample.

* Bridgman, "A new System of Ore-sampling," Trans. Amer. Inst. M.E.,

vol. XX., 1891, p. 416.

t EglestoD, " tSampling Ores in Colorado," Enfjincering, vol. xxii., 1876,

I'- 495-
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(2) In the second class the whole stream is deflected at regular

intervals, and this method has the advantage of ensuring the

proper proportion between the fine and the coarse, which cannot

always be attained by the fixed spout ; where the constituent

minerals vary in friability the accuracy of the result must de-

pend upon this proportion being strictly maintained. In
Brunton's * sampler the stream of ore falling down a veilical

trough is diverted to one side or the other by a partition which
is moved backwards and forwards by very simple machinery.
There are means of regulating the proportion of the time during
which the stream is being turned into the side for receiving the
sample.

Bridgman's ore-sampler f has the advantage of supplying two

Fig. 697.

Fig. 69S.

Fig. 699.

absolutely independent samples, and it divides them as often as

desirable previous to a recrushing.

The work is begun by a horizontal levolving wheel formed of

two concentric rings, with vertical partitions dividing it into

eight segments (Fig. 698). Underneath this first " apportioner,"

as it is called by the inventor, comes a second one (Fig. 699) ; it is

a funnel with openings, a, b, c, d, on the side, and is made to

revolve in the opposite direction to the first. It is succeeded by
a third of similar construction. The ore is fed from a pipe on to

some point of the first apportioner, and each segment necessarily

receives one-eighth of the stream ; segment No. i has a spout
which travels round the outer circumference of the apportioner

below it, passing over the holes a and 6, whilst the spout of No.

* "A new System of Ore-sampling," Trails. Amer. Inst. M.E., vol. xiii.,

1SS5, p. 639. t Op. cit.
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5 takes an inner path, including the holes c and d ; the spouts

of 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8, deliver their ore into the centre C. One-
eighth of the stream from the spout of No. i drops through a and
another eighth through b ; the rest falls on to the parts A and
B of the funnel and is discharged into the centre. Likewise

the original one-eighth from spout 5 drops in part through
c and d, and in part on to A and B. The portion passing

down through a and b, or through c and d, is therefore one-

quarter of one-eighth, or one-thirty-second, of the original bulk.

The third apportioner again collects one-quarter and discards

three-quarters of each of the two samples coming to it, so that the

final samples furnished by the machine are both -^--g of the total.

These first samples are then recrushed and passed through
another machine of similar construction but giving only one
sample.

Mr. Bridgman has likewise devised a small sampler for use in

the laboratory.
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CHAPTER XIV.

PRINCIPLES OF EMPLOYMENT OF MINING LABOUR.

Jlodes of payment, according to time, measure or weight ; tribute
systems.

Persons employed at mines may have their wages reckoned in one
of four different ways :

1. By time.

2. „ measure or weight.

3. „ a combination of Nos. i and 2 systems.

4. „ value of the mineral obtained.

(i) The first system is largely adopted for surface labour,

such as is required on the dressing floors. Enginemen, stokers,

millmen, smiths and carpenters are likewise paid so much a
day of a stated number of hours. A time-book is kept, and
the wages are reckoned up at the end of the week, fortnight,

or month by a simple multiplication sum. For true mining
or quarrying—that is to say, for excavating valuable mineral
and removing worthless rock—this system is far less common
than the other three. There are objections to it both on
the part of mine-owners and on the part of many of the men.
The owner has to employ more foremen to look after the work,
and an amount of supervision which would be sufficient at the
surface is utterly inadequate below ground, because the working
places are not within sight from any one point, and can only be
reached by traversing low and tortuous passages, or by climbing
down and up ladders. The men, too, in many cases prefer to be
paid on some system which gives the skilled and steady miner
the advantage of deriving some profit from his exertions, over and
above the average daily wage he would receive if time were the
only standard for good and bad workers alike.

In rare cases persons are hired for the day only ; this is done
sometimes at the ozokerite mines at Boryslaw, where the agent
picks out in the morning as many men as he wants from those
assembled at the top of the pit.

In new countries or districts, payment of miners by the day
may be necessary at first, because the work is so strange that
the men are afraid to enter into contracts, which would appear
pei'fectly reasonable and satisfactoiy to tlioin if they had been
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used from boyhood to this system of arranging earnings.

After the more enterprising men have learnt by actual pracl ice

what they are capable of doing, they drop into the contract
system, and in due course of time the others follow them.

(2) Much of the work at mines is regulated by a system of

piecework of some kind, calculated by measure or by weight.
In Cornwall and some other districts, work done in this fashion
is known as " tutwork." No doubt the original meaning of the
word was " dead work," from the German word " todt," because
preliminary and unremunerative work was paid for in this manner

;

nowadays the meaning of the term is extended, and it includes

the excavation of ore. In driving a level, for instance, the man-
ager specifies that the height shall be 7 feet and the width 5 feet,

and agrees to pay so many pounds for every yard or fathom of

advance. As a rule the mine-owner provides all the necessary
materials, and deducts their value at the end of tiie contract.

An example or two will make the system plain.

THE ADVENTURE MINING COMPANY, LIMITED.

Tutwork pay for the Month of May 1886.

John Smith and Partneks. 6 Men.
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The meaning of this pny-bill is that John Smith and five other

men took a contract to sink a certain shaft at j£,i per fathom,

and to stope pait of the lode at ^3 per fathom. They sank the

shaft 4 fathoms 2 feet, and stoped away 2 fathoms ; in addition

to this they put in some timber, a matter not included in the

original contract, and for which they are credited with ;^4 los.

extra. The gross balance due to them is therefore ^^40 i6s. 8rf.,

against which tiiey are debited with the cost of the candles and
explosives supplied to them, and with their subscriptions for

medical attendance and accident club. While the contract

was running they received ;^2 1 on account, so that on the pay-

day they took up a balance of ^13 135. iO(i. In a contract

of this kind the leading man, John Smith, is known as the
*' taker."

In stoping a vein, the price is calculated per square fathom of

advance for its whole width ; thus if a lode is 4 feet wide, stoping

I fathom of ground means the removal of a block 6 ft. high

6 ft. long and 4 feet wide ; in other words, 144 cubic feet. In wide
lodes the men are sometimes paid per cubic fathom excavated. At
one British lead mine, where the lode sometimes measures several

fathoms from wall to wall, a standard price is arranged for a
width of 6 feet, and where the stopes are wider than this the
men are paid extra. In order to prevent loss of ore through
carelessness, the men are paid a premium of 15s. a ton for all the

lead ore they save.

Another example (p. 640) gives an instance of " tutwork " wages
calculated by weight. It is copied from the figures on the back of

the little envelope in which the money is handed to the "taker " on
the pay-day. The account shows that PJchard Williams and his

six partners excavated 120 tons 9 cwt. of tin ore ("tinstuflf")

at 6s. per ton, and were credited with ^^36 2s. Sd. Against this

they had to pay;^5 4s. 4(1. for materials (candles, explosives, &c.),

7s. for doctor, 55. 30?. for club and is. gd. for barber,* leaving a
balance of ^30 4.?. ^d. to be divided among them, that is to sny

^j IS. yd. per man per week.

A third basis of payment is the number of inches bored in the
shift. This plan was in vogue in stoping the wide lead-lodes in the

Upper Hartz some years ago ; it necessitated careful supervision,

for otherwise the men bored their holes in the softest places they
could find, or in positions enabling them to wield their hammers
with the greatest ease, without any thought for the work required

from the shots. A foreman came round at the beginning of the

shift, and pointed out how the holes were to be placed ; in the
middle of the shift he returned, measured the depths boi-ed, and
then charged and fired the holes while the men rested. Tlie

positions for fresh holes were then indicated, and at the end of

* The item "barber," a charge of ;^d. per man per month, still remains
in a few of the oldest mines in Cornwall. The barber attends at the
mines on Satunlavs.
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tlie shift the depths were measured and booked, previous to the
charging and blasting. The price paid was i M. 38 Pf. per

metre of hole bored upwards, and i M. 13 Pf. per metre of hole

bored downwards ; in the latter case the men could put water in

the holes, which keeps the finely powdered rock in suspension and
allows the cutting edge of the tool to do better execution.

The men working away the great pyi-ites deposit at Rammels-
berg in the Lower Hartz by means of boring machinery are paid

WHEAL CHANCE.

EICIIARD WILLIAMS AND PAETNEnS.

Pay for 4 weeks ending 27th May.

Paid loth June 1S93.

TUIWOBK.
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(3) The combination of the two methods, paymont by time
and payment by measure or weight of some kind, may be adopted
when men are too inexperienced or too timid to take contracts
depending solely upon results. This plan has been found to
answer at a pyrites mine in North Wales, where the mineral is

got by the aid of rock drills worked by compressed air. The
miners receive a fixed wage of a pound per week and a premium
of a penny per foot for every foot bored over 12 feet per day of
eight hours. The company finds the machines and all tools.

The mine is worked in three shifts of eight hours each ; in two of
them the men are merely boring, and iu the third shift a set of
blasters come round to charge and fir-e the holes. Of course, as in
the Hartz, the position of the holes is planned by the foreman.
By working in this way the men generally make from 3s. to 4s. a
week extra pay, for they are able to bore 40 or 50 feet a week
more than the standard task. The ore is fairly uniform in hard-
ness, for otherwise it would be impossible to maintain a single
tariff for the whole of the mine. This system has been advan-
tageous both to the men and to the company. Previous to its

introduction the men were all on one dead level, and had no
interest in exerting themselves ; they each got their ^1 a week
by doing the minimum amount which enabled them to escape a
scolding from the foreman, whilst now the man who works hard
feels that he will get some recompense for his extra exertions.

The company benefits by having an increased output at a smaller-

cost per ton, without any extra plant.

(4) We now come to the fourth or last system—viz., payment
by value of the product. This system has had its home in the
south-west of England for many years, and has been transplanted
by the ubiquitous Cornishman to many other ore-mining districts.

In Cornwall it is known as working on " tribute."

Under the tribute system a gang of men agree to hand over
to the mining company all the ore they raise, on condition that
they receive a certain proportion of its value. Thus, supposing
that the tribute is \, or 5s. in the;2^i, and that a couple of men
produce marketable copper ore worth ;^5o, their share ^\\\\ be

;£s° "^ i^^ £'^'^ lO'^v l^^s the cost of the materials they have
been supplied with, and all the expenses for winding, dres.sing,

sampling, &c. In other words, the tributer may be said to take a
bublease of part of the mine and pay a royalty, in this case of f
or 75 per cent, for the permission to work accorded to him. But
it must be recollected that the mining company renders the place
accessible to him, keeps it drained and ventilated, and supphes
him with machinery for raising his ore to the surface and dressing
it, which he could not provide. The tributer is therefore a
person who can speculate upon the value of the ore in a certain

small woiking area, without having any capital beyond his brain
and his muscle.



642 ORE AND STONE-MINING.

The precise nature of this mode of payment will be best under-

stood by an actual example.

John Jones and Partners,

WHEAL CHANCE.

Pay for 4 weeks ending 27 th May.

Paid loth June, 1893.

"iBinUTB
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is fit for the smelter. The amount charged varies sh'ghtly in

different mines.* " Subsist " is another name for an advance, or
money paid on account, during the running of the contract, which
in this case lasted eight weeks. The term " dressing" as used in

these accounts is not very happily chosen, because the returning
charges represent all the cost of stamping and washing. The
" dressing " referred to in the pay-bill is the preparation of the
"tinstviff" for the stamps by "ragging," " spalling," &c. The
charge varies from 4.d. to 6d. per ton, according to the hardness
of the veinstuff. In this case the books of the company showed
that 96 tons 6 cwt. i qr. of tinstuff had been dressed. The
" materials " included candles, powder, fuse, dynamite, pick hilts,

detonatoi^s, a shovel, clay for the candles, and the smith's cost

for sharpening drills and picks.

"Drawing" is the Cornish term for winding, and is charged
at the rate of ^d. per ton. The "sampling " refers to the assays of

the tin ore made upon the vanning shovel by the mine agent

;

they are charged at the rate of is. each, and it is upon the

results of these assays that the mine-owner ascertained that the

96 tons 6 cwt. I qr. of " tinstuff" contained i ton 6 cwt. 3 qr. 23 lb.

of " black tin." One of the three men being a bachelor, paid only

6d. per month for the doctor, instead of the usual is. of the
married man, whose wife and family are likewise entitled to

receive medical attendance.

In former days the " tribute," or proportion of the value re-

tained by the workmen, was ])ublicly fixed by Dutch auction on
the "setting" day. The miners assembled outside the mine
office [counting-house), and the manager, after reading out the
nature of the " pitch," or working place, asked for bids ; the
lowest bidder received the contract. If a certain place seemed
likely to be profitable, there was frequently much competition
among the men in order to get the "pitch." Nowadays the
agreements are often made privately. It is evident that the
richer the lode, the smaller will be the proportion of the value
necessary for giving the men a fair return for their labour ; in

other words, the tribute will deci-ease as the lode improves.
This system of working has many advantages, which have

rendered it popular with men and masters in Cornwall and else-

where. The man's pay does not depend solely upon his muscular
exertion, but also upon his judgment. He exercises his wits, he

* Common rates are :

—

s. a.

On tinstuff producing i^ % (or less) of " black tin," 2 o per ton.

'» •> 1^% to 2i% „ „ „ 30
.. ., .. 2i% „ ii% „ „ „ 36

3?% ,. 5 % „ „ „ 40
,. „ „ 5 % ., H% „ „ „ 50
.' .. .. bi% ., 74% „ „ ,. 70
,, „ „ 10 % or above „ „ „ 10 o
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obsei'ves the nature of the ground, and notices what conditions

are most favourable for ore-bearing, such as colour and texture

of the surrounding rock ; what signs are the forerunners of richness

or poverty of the lode, such as intersections with "droppers"

or " feeders," joints in certain directions the appearance of asso-

ciated minerals. Guided by slight indications of this kind, which
would pass unnoticed by the inexperienced, he is ready to back

his favourable opinion of a certain working place (pitch) by
agreeing to work it at a price (tribute), which would seem quite

inadequate if one judged by the actual ore in sight at the time

of making the agreement. If he is correct in his inference, he

may make a large sum of money, and receive, for instance, one
fourth of ^200, instead of one-fourth of ^50, which seemed
probable from the original appearance of the ground.

This constant study of the geological features of the working
places and the calculations concerning the probable expenditure

for explosives and other materials, educate the miner, make him
brighter, shrewder, and more self-reliant, and so raise him
mentally.

The advantages of this training are also felt by the mining
company ; they have in the mine a body of expert detectives

constantly on the watch for clues to lead them to hidden ore-

bodies which might otherwise go undiscovered, and while the

tributer is at work in any given " pitch," the mine-ownei- feels

little fear of ore being thrown away in the rubbish, or of '"waste"

being unnecessarily sent to the surface. As the interests of the

employer and the employed are in these respects identical, the

former knows that little or no supervision is required on
his part to prevent loss from either of the two causes just

mentioned. The tributer is therefore left much more to himself

than the man employed upon tutwork. Lastly, it m;iy be

pointed out that so long as the profit made out of each bargain

is sufficient to pay its proportion of the general expenses of

pumping, ventilating, and management, the mining company
cannot lose by employing tributers. It is not to be wondered
that with these advantages the tribute system should be vaunted
to the skies by many mining engineers.

The other side of the picture must not be forgotten. In the

first place, the system is apt to promote duplicity among the men.
They are constantly endeavouring to outwit the agent by fair

means or foul, and will candidly confess that '* the whole art of

mining is fooling the captain." The latter has often been a
tributer himself, and is fully alive to all the tricks which the

men are likely to practise upon him, such as conceal- ng any
indication of an approaching improvement, in order to get better

terms at the next " setting." This is not all ; it m;iy happen that

two "pitches" not very far from one another are being worked
at very diffeient tributes, one bargain being rich and the other
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pool'. One gang may be getting two-thirds of the value of the
ore they raise, the others only one-tenth ; the men with the low
tribute, that is to say, ^he men in whose working place the ore

is abundant, are often ready enough for a consideration to part

with some of their stock to their neighbouis, who transfer it

secretly to the " pile " which they are sending up to the surface,

carrying it perhaps from one working place to the other in an
improvised sack made out of a pair of trousers. The result is

that the squad with the high tribute are paid at a far better rate

for some of their ore, than the trouble of getting it warranted.
When the rates of tribute vary between narrow limits the case is

different. For instance, the manager of a zinc mine was lately

paying 40s. per ton for blende as the highest tribute and 30s. as

the lowest, which, with the ore selling at ^^ per ton, corresponded

to 8s. and 6s. in the pound respectively ; there was therefore little

or no temptation to transfer ore from one " pitch " to another,

and so defraud the company.
The training in trickery which is inherent to this system may

have its effect later on, when the tributer is promoted to a higher
position ; from having been taught to consider that cheating

the captain is perfectly fair and legitimate, he may be ready to

conclude that "the whole art of mining is fooling the public."

And blunting of the moral sense of the men is an undoubted
evil.

Payment by tribute involves the necessity of ascertaining the

value of each gang's raisings separately. In the case of tin ore

the percentage of cassiterite is learnt by washing a sample upon
the vanning shovel, and from the result of this assay the total

amount is easily reckoned ; but with lead and zinc each parcel is

dressed by itself, and the final lots of clean galena or clean blende

ai^e weighed separately, before being mixed and made into heaps

for sale to the smelter. This multiplication of small operations,

cleanings-up, and weighings, naturally makes the cost of dressing

higher than it would be if all the ore were treated alike, without
regard to the persons who had raised it.

Another objection to the tribute system is that the lessened

amount of supervision for commercial purposes may tend to a

lessened amount of supervision for purposes of security ; the
working place is not visited so often by the agent, and he has fewer
opportunities of pointing out to the men possible dangers from
want of timbering or other sources. The men sometimes court this

lack of supervision by making access to their " pitch " difficult, or,

at all events, troublesome. Lastly, there Ls an element of gambling
involved in the tribute system, which it is scarcely advisable to

cultivate. The tributer is a speculator, who hopes by a lucky hit,

as comrades have done before, to make a lot of money in a

short time. Where one succeeds in so doing, how many fail ?

According to the report of Lord Kinnaird's Commis.sion in
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1864,* tlie tutworker at that time was better housed than the
tiibuter ; the moral of this is that, on the whole, it is better for

the woi'king miner to be in receipt of fairly constant regular
wages than to trust to the chance of occasional runs of luck.

The advantages accruing to a mine from the tribute system are

far less marked when there is a lode of pretty even character, than
when the deposit is fitful and uncertain in its nature. This
explains, to some extent, why the tribute system occupies a less

important place in Cornwall now than it did in the first half of

this century. Cornish mines at the present day are mainly
dependent upon tin lodes, in which the cassiterite is finely dis-

seminated through a hard close-gi-ained rock. The consequence
is that it is impossible to do much picking underground, or indeed
at the surface ; the whole of the stuff raised from the stopes has
to be sent to the stamps. For deposits of this kind it is more
advantageous to emjiloy the tutworker, who excavates the ground
at so much per fathom, than the tributer. Fifty years ago things

were difierent ; copper was then the mainstay of Cornwall, and
the chief ore was chalcopyrite. While cassiterite is a mineral
well adapted for dressing by w^ater, chalcopyrite is not ; it crumbles
to dust very easily, and the fine particles are liable to be washed
away with the refuse. A large amount of hand-picking was
required, in order to save as much of the ore as possible from
treatment in water. The care of the tributer in the stopes of

copper mines was a matter of vital importance in the old days,

and his services were really valuable.

Where an old mine is re-worked after a period of abandonment,
the tribute system often does good service, especially if the object

is to I'ecover some mineral considered worthless in former times,

or when branches of ore exist in the sides, after the main part of

the vein has been removed.
In a like manner it proved a valuable remedy f in the Eureka

district for evils which had resulted from the plan of working
the ore by day labourei-s. The ore occurs in bodies of irregular

shape and size ; njcn working by the day hatl not been careful to

get out as much ore as they might have done, and others were
induced by the tribute system to extract the portions remaining

behind, which would otherwise have been lost altogether. Besides

which it was known that small ore-bodies had been passed over as

too poor or too insignificant to be worth removing in the ordinary

way, but which were quite good enough to afford a scope for the

talents of a man who had a direct interest in the ore he got out.

In 1 88 1 the men received 62 "50 for all ore assaying $30

* Beport of tlie Commhsxioners appointed to Inquire into the Co7ulitiort of
all ilincs in Great Britain to whicli the Brovisions of the Act 23 <£ 24 I'lct.

c. 151 do not opplij.

t Curtis, '-The Silver-lead Deposits of Eureka, Nevada," Jlon. U.S. (j\ol.

Suioeij, vol. vii., Washingidn, 1SS4, p. 151.
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per ton, and 50 per cent, of all that it assayed above $30. Thus
an ore worth $65 per ton brought to the tributer $2-50 +
$i7"5o, or .$20. In cases of this kind the services of the
tributer are often requisitioned with good results to the mine

;

that is to say, when the greater part of the ore has been extracted

by some other method of payment, and when more judgment and
care are required to ferret out and take away partly hidden
treasures distributed here and there in the workings.

Under the old Cornish system of tribute, the partners are all

working men, who are all employed in the particular " pitch
"

assigned to them ; but in Colorado one meets with a modification

of the method, in which the actual miner avails himself of outside

aid, and may or may not employ labourers who have no interest

in the adventure. A party of miners who have confidence in the
future resources of some part of a mine, take it upon lease and
obtain the assistance of shopkeepers or others in the neighbour-
hood, in order to buy tools, explosives, and materials, and to

have means of living during the unproductive stage of the under-
taking. If the hopes of the miners are realised, the sleeping

partners receive a share of the profits ; if the speculation turns
out badly, the miners have had a bare subsistence, and the
petty capitalists lose their money. This system has the advantage
that it enables a certain amount of dead work to be combined
with the extraction of ore. Under the Cornish system working
men will not drive levels and sink shafts in unproductive ground

;

because, however high the tribute may be, they receive nothing so

long as they raise no ore, and they cannot afTord, on their own
resources, to spend weeks and months in making the preliminary

openings, which may be required before some given block of

ground is made ready to yield up its supposed riches. A
little outside capital tides the workers over their difficulty, and
gives them a chance of making money by the exeicise of their

brains as well as by the expenditure of their muscular strength.

The question will be asked : How does the small capitalist gviard

himself against the risk of having to provide for the living of

some lazy miners, who, hidden below ground, are merely making
a pretence of working ? In the first place, he may take a pre-

caution, often omitted by the large capitalist, of associating

himself only with men whom he knows and can trust, and
secondly, as he is frequently a bit of a miner himself, he visits

the mine from time to time, and watches the progress of the
work.
The mine-owner favours this system, and even becomes a

partner himself, because he gets some of his dead work done
without any risk to his pocket. In the case of mines drained by
adit-levels and swept through by natural draughts, as is commonly
the case in Colorado, the mine-owner is put to no cost whatever
for pumping or ventilation, and therefore he loses no money even if
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the " lease " turns out a failure, whereas he is bound to be a
gainer if any ore is met with.

The following are two actual examples which explain the
system very clearly :

—

Colorado Lease.

Profitable Lease to both Company and Lessee. Company or doner

having | interest, and Lessee \ interest.

LEASE ACCOUNT.
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Colorado Lease.

Unjjrofitahle Lease io Lessee.

I Lnieres
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and the mevi are credited with the value of their make according

to a fixed tariff. Thus, for instance, we may suppose that the

men had made fourteen hundred slates of the size 24" x 14", at

27s. 6d. per thousand ; for this their account would be credited

with jQi 1 8s. 6d., and so on with each size. On looking down
Hn account, it will often be found that the men have made " best

"

slates of twenty diflei'ent merchantable sizes, to say nothing of

several kinds of " seconds." The total of these various items is a

first basis of the amount due to the partnership ; but as the
" rock " varies in quality in the different working places, owing to

the presence or absence of joints, the interference of quartz veins,

or alterations of texture, the result of a given amount of

labour must necessarily vary also. In good rock the men will

make a large quantity of " best " slates of large sizes ; elsewhere,

though working equally hard and excavating quite as many cubic

feet, they will be able to make only slates of smrdl sizes, or
" seconds " in the place of " bests." Tl e companies find the

simplest method of adjusting these difierences is to pay a premium
or allowance, varying with the quality of the rock in each
" bargain," and determined at the " letting," i.e., at the time of

making the contract. A " bargain " may be let for a month or for

sevfrai months. The premium is called "poundage."

Thus to take an actual case ;

£ s. d.

Value of the slate produced, at tariff prices . . 16 19 i

Poundage ics. 896
Total . . ^25 8 7

The " poundage " of \os. means a premium of los. in the pound
;

for every pound's woi'th of slate at tariff" prices, the workmen
I'cceive an additional half-sovereign ; in other words, the value

of the total make is reckoned at 50 per cent, more than the

tariff" prices. If the bargain is a good one, the poundage will be

low ; if the rock deteriorates in quality, the poundage will have

to be raised at the next letting.

Another example will make this plainer

:

£ s. d.

Value of the slates produced, at tariff prices . . 9 19 i

Poundage 32s. 6d 16 3 6

Total . . ^26 2 7

These two amounts, J^2^ 8s. yfZ. and ;£26 2s. yd., are the

gross earnings, in each case, of four men for a month, and are

subject to deductions for materials supplied.

In the former case the deductions were : explosives, 6s. 6d.,

fuse, IS., candles, 4s., smith, 5s. Jid., or 17s. 5f/. in all, leaving a

balance of ^24 lis. icZ. which was handed to the men. In this
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bargain there were thi-ee partners, who employed a labourer, and
worked twenty-four days. The company leaves the division of

the money to the men themselves, but keeps an account so as to
know precisely what the earnings are. The recognised wages
of a labourer at Festiniog were 4s. 2d. a day, so the labourer was
paid ^5, i.e., twenty-four times 4s. 2d. There remained, there-

fore, a net balance of ;^i9 IIS. 2d. to be divided among three
men. According to the time-book, these men worked 70^ days
between them, and therefore their average wages were 5s. bd.
per man per day.

In the other case the account stood thus :

Gross earnings

Deductions.

Powder
Blasting gelatine

Detonators .

Fuse .

Candles
Smith .

i
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are inseparable from the " tribute " system at ore mines. At the

latter the change in the value of a lode may be so sudden, that a

single blast will convert a " pitch " originally " set " at a tribute

of two-thirds, into one which could be worked profitably by the

men at one-twentieth. If such a change takes place some time

before the end of the contract, the men raise far more ore than
was thought possible when the bargain was arranged, and make
what is known to Cornishmeu as a " start " or " sturt," in other

words "a big haul." Cases are known in which a party of

tributers have earned as much as ;£ioo each in a month, instead

of the expected ;^4 or ;^5. The possibility of such good fortune

naturally encourages the miner to take the risks incident to work-

ing upon tribute, and at the same time prompts him to deceive

his superiors if he can. With slate, the " rockman " may be

favoured by unexpected joints, and he may be able to earn twice

as much as was expected when he entered into his contract, but

he does not get twenty times as much, nor is he liable to find his

" bargain " so suddenly become poor or absolutely worthless as

may happen with a copper lode in Cornwall. There are also

fewer opportunities of hiding coming improvements from the eyes

of the agents. The result is that there are fewer attempts at

concealment, and consequently there is less chance of the moral

feeling being blunted ; sudden great variations in the earnings are

rare, and the solution of the problem of payment by results seems
very satisfactory.

As a final instance of the payment of wages, may be mentioned
that of piecework combined with premiums for good conduct.

This system was introduced at the large stone quarries of

Quenast in Belgium * in order to make the men stick to their

work during the regular hours, and not absent themselves on the

pretext that, as they were paid by results, they could do as they

pleased. The company instituted a higher rate of wages and
prices applicable only to men who did not leave the quarry

during working hours without permission. The men soon dis-

covered that it was to their advantage to get the higher tarift",

the public-houses were less frequented, the average earnings

increased, and the company had more work done.

* " Continental Notes," reporting: communication by Urban to Brussels

Suction of the Liege Engineers. Coll. Chaard., vol. Ixiii. 1892, p. 844.
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CHAPTEE XV.

LEGISLATION AFFECTING MINES AND QUARRIES.

Ownership—Taxation—Working regulations ; Metalliferous Mines Regula-

tions Acts, 1872, 1875, 3nd 1891 ; Coal Mines Regulation Act, ibSy
;

Alkali Acts—Boiler Explosions Acts— Brine Pumping (Compensation

for Subsidence) Act— Elementary Education Acts—Employers'

Liability Act— Explosives Act ; Factory and Workshop Acts—Quarry
Fencing Act Rivers Pollution Prevention Act— Stannaries Act, 1887

—

Truck Acts.

The object of this chapter is to call the student's attention to the

principal laws aflecting the working of mines and quarries in the

British Isles.

The subject may be taken under the following heads

:

1. Ownership.
2. Taxation.

3. Working regulations.

4. Sundry special statutes.

I. Ownership.—In the United Kingdom the person owning
the surface is primd facie entitled to all the minerals under-

neath, excepting in the case of mines of gold and silver, which

belong to the Cr<jwn. The Crown, however, does not claim gold

and silver extracted from the ores of the baser metals. Thus we
find that the Crown receives a royalty for the gold extracted

from auriferous quartz raised upon private property in Wales,

but gets nothing whatever for the silver contained in argent i-

feious galena.

The ownership of the minerals can be, and often is, severed

from that of the surface, the latter being sold whilst the mineral

rights are reserved by the original owner. Minerals lying under
the surface between high and low water mark are claimed by the

lord of the manor, while everything under the sea and beyond low

water mark is the property of the Crown.
In the majority of cases in the British Isles,* the proprietor of

the minerals does not work them himself, but concedes the right

* Final Beport of tie Moyal Commission appointed to Ivquire into the

subject of 31ining Boyulties. London, 1893. This Report contains much
information also about the Mining systtms of the Colonies and foreign

countries.
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to another person in return for an annual rent and a royalty.

Usually a cartain minimum rent is fixed, which has to be paid

even if no mineral is being raised, but this rent merges in the

royalties ; that is to say, the amount paid as royalty is put to the

credit of the rent, or, if suiiicient, covers it entirely.

The royalty may be :

(rt) A fixed sum per acre worked.
(h) A fixed snm per ton raised.

(c) A fixed proportion of the value of the mineral raised.

(d) A varying proportion of tlie value of tlie mineral sold, regulated
by a sliding scale.

The first principle is more especially adopted in the case of

coal ; on the other hand, a fixed rate per ton is common in the

case of stratified ironstone. In the Cleveland district, the royalty

is 6d. per ton on an average, and the leases extend for 42
years.

Mineral veins are generally worked upon the third system

;

royalties vary from one-tenth downwards, though this amount is

quite exceptional. It is not uncommon for the lessee to pay one-

eighteenth or one-twenty-fourth as royalty, and if a mine is

struggling against low prices of metal, the " lord " is often

induced to abate his legal claims very considerably, or even to

agree to forego all payments until trade revives. The royalty is

calculated upon the ore made ready for the market. Thus, for

instance, in one of the reports of Dolcoath mine in Cornwall we
read :

By tin ore, 257 tons 19 cwt. I qr. 7 lbs . £J9,S96 13 6
Deduct G. L. Basset, Esq., dues i-20tli. . 979 16 8

;i^i8,6i6 16 10

Leases in Cornwall are usually granted for 21 years. The
lessor stipulates that a certain number of men shall be kept con-

stantly at work. Ground for tipping rubbish has to be paid for,

and sometimes at extravagant rates. When a lease is drawing to

a close, a new one is usually granted upon terms at least as

favourable as those of the old ones; but cases have arisen in

which the " lord " has required a heavy premium before he would
grant a new lease.

The hjfimatite of the Carboniferous Limestone of Cumberland
and North Lancashire is usually leased upon a sliding scale,

which increases the propoi'tion paid as royalty when the price of

ore goes up. Thus if iron ore is selling under 9s. per ton the

lessor receives lod. per ton as royalty, i.e., exactly one-tenth if

the price is 8s. 4d. Supposing the value of the ore to rise to 14s.

per ton, the lessee would have to pay 2s. or one-seventh. With
intermediate prices the fraction might be one-eighth or one-ninth.

The leases are for 2 1 years.
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Many centuries ago the Crown claimed the right to all

niinerais, and, in order to promote mining, privileges were
granted to peisons who would endeavour to discover and work
mines ; from these privileges and from old usages have resulted

special mining rights peculiar to certain districts. Those per-

taining to Derbyshire have now been definitely fixed by two
special Acts of Parliament, the High Peak Mining Customs and
Mineral Courts Act, 1851 (14&15 Vict. c. 94) and the Derby-
shire Mining Customs and Mineral Courts Act, 1S52 (15 & 16

Vict. c. 43). Again, there are two special statutes (i & 2 Vict. c.

43 and 24 & 25 Vict. c. 40) which regulate the opening and
working of mines and quarries in the Forest of Dean, where the
" free miners " have certain pecuUar rights.

These Acts are merely of local importance, but they are of

interest as preserving old customs.

2. Taxation.—Mining companies have to bear their share of

Imperial taxes and local rates.* By " The Ptating Act, 1874"

(37 & 38 Vict. c. 54) tin, lead, and copper mines are assessed on
the amount of dues payable, and in some districts a large pro-

portion of the rates may be paid by the mines, an arrangement
which is not unfair, if they are the cause of heavy burdens being
thrown upon the community.

3. Working Regulations.—We now com.e to the third division

of this chapter, viz., the statutory regulations which are in force

for the safe working of mines.

Special legislation for promoting the safety and well-being of

the miner is a growth of the last half-century, I do not mean
by this that there were absolutely no regulations in days gone by

;

there were rules which had grown up in some places, from customs
and privileges so carefully preserved that they had become laws,

but these related mainly to the acquisition and preservation of

mining property, and only incidentally to the prevention of

accidents.

In order to make the state of our laws clear, and especially to

those who may be accustomed to Continental regulations, it is

necessary to point out once more that the sources from which we
obtain minerals are of three kinds :

a. Open works, that is to say workings open to the sky.

b. Mines, that is to say workings carried on underground by
artificial light.

c. Boreholes, or old flooded mines, from which brine is

pumped.
As was said in Chapter I., it is the nature of the excavation

and not the nature of the mineral, which settles, in this country,
whether a given working is a mine or not. Consequently it must

Coal, Ironstone, and other Mines (Kating). Parliamentary Paper No.
405, Session 1890. Price a.^cZ.
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be understood that the purely mining Acts in no way affect open

workings, save such as may form part and parcel of a true mine.

The actual mining statutes now in force are as follows, in

chronological order

:

The Metalliferous Mines Ptegulation Act, 1872 (35 & 36 Vict.

c. 77).

The Metalliferous Mines Regulation Act, 1S75 (3S & 39 Vict.

c. 39).
Tlie Slate Mines (Gunpowder Act), 1882 (45 Vict. c. 3).

The Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1887 (50 & 51 Vict. c. 58).

The MetalUfeious Mines (Isle of Man) Act, 1891 (54 <fe 55
Vict. c. 47).

The first of these Acts was passed after the report of the Royal

Commission appointed in i860 to inquire into the condition of mines

which were then not under inspection, and it was made to embrace

every mine to which the sister Act, the Coal Mines Act of

1872, did not apply. Therefore every mine in the kingdom is

under inspection : either it is subject to the provisions of the Coal

Mines Act, 1887, which has taken the place of the 1872 statute,

or it is under the Metalliferous Act of 1872. The former Act

applies to mines of coal, stratified ironstone, shale, and fire-clay,

and therefore the latter takes cognizance of everything else. The
titles of the two Acts are misleading. Three times as much iron

ore is obtained from mines under the Coal Act as from mines

under the Metalliferous Act, and the largest mine under the

latter does not produce metallic ores. Soon after the passing of

the INIetalliferous Act, the owners of an underground slate quarry

in North Wales refused to have their workings treated as mines.

They asserted with some plausibility that the Statute was the
*' Metalliferous Mines Act," and that their workings had invariably

been known as " quarries," and never as " mines." The matter

had to be brought before the Court of Queen's Bench, and there

it was speedily decided that, in spite of popular phraseology, the

Festiniog underground quarries were legally " mines," and, as

such, subject to inspection, quite as much as the Cornish tin mine,

the Cumberland iron mine, or the Derbyshire lead mine.

I will now proceed very briefly to pass in review the most

salient points of these two Acts of Parliament, beginning with the

simpler, and incidentally point out the sUght modifications intro-

duced by the other three statutes mentioned in my list.

The Metalliferous Act is divided into three parts.

Part I. deals with employment of women, girls, and boys. No
females can work below ground, nor can any boy under 1 2 years

of at^e. Boys under 16 cannot be employed more than 54 hours

in any one week, or more than 10 hours in any one day.

The person in charge of machinery for raising and lowering

men must be a male of at least 18 years of age.
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Wages must not be paid in public-houses.

An Annual Return has to be sent every year to the Inspector

of Mines of the district, specifying the number of persons em-
ployed, and the output of mineral. Under the 1872 Act, the
mine-owner was not obliged to furnish this return for any given
year until ist August following. This delay in the despatch of

the return was manifestly absurd, for the statistics based upon
them could not be published until they had lost much of their

interest; the fault in the 1872 Act was corrected by the short
amending Act of 1875, which changed the date from the ist

August to the ist February every year.

The owner * or agent has to send to the Inspector of Mines of

the district notice of every fatal accident, of every accident causing
serious personal injury,and of every accident, no niatterhow trifling,

causing personal injury by reason of any explosion of gas, powder,
or of any steam-boiler. The word " serious " gave a little trouble
at first. Some agents were inclined to interpret it as meaning
" likely to prove fatal," and did not report broken arms and legs,

because there was every reason to suppose that the man woubl
recover. Nowadays, when the period of disablement is likely to

exceed a week or ten days, the accident is usually notified.

Notice of opening, discontinuance, recommencement or aban-
donment, has to be sent within two months.
The section which follows (sec. 13) is one which was very much

wanted, and which is still often called into requisition. It is the
portion of the Act which provides for the secui-e fencing of shafts

and side entrances of mines which are no longer at work. In
working mineral veins, the " old men " sank their shafts as close

to one another as they still do in mining ozokerite at Boryslaw,
and the surface of open and uninclosed land was often riddled
with holes like a sieve. If the tops of these shafts were in hard
rock or were lined with stone, they remained open, and were a
source of danger by day and by night, for many were close to
roads or foot-paths, and, when partly or entirely concealed by
brambles or bushes, they formed veritable man-traps. In other
cases the timber lining at the top had decayed and the ground
had run in, leaving a huge yawning crater, 10 or 2c yards across,

leading to a pit hundreds of feet deep. It is true that a visible

danger of this kind was known to the inhabitants of the district

and could be avoided by daylight, but strangers were exposed
to a considerable amount of peril. Five and twenty years ago the
state of some of the open commons in Cornwall and Flintshire was
simply scandalous ; and even now there are often good grounds
for complaint on the part of the public, as fences become defective
from having been constructed originally in too fiimsya manner, or

* The word "owner ''has a special interpretafion under the statute
and refers to the lessee or company working the mine, and not to the pro-
prietor of the soil or mineral rights.
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from the mischievous pranks of passers-by. Occasionally, too, an un-

known shaft conies to light from the decay of the platform of

planks which had been put over it and covered with earth when
the mine was abandoned. If treated in this way the top soon
becomes grown over with grass, and recollection of the shaft

gradually fades away. These timber " sollars," as they are called,

should never be put in unless there is also a secure fence. Many
narrow escapes have occurred in Cornwall from the giving way
of such coverings, where the presence of a shaft was quite un-
suspected.

Abandoned mines are not only a soui"ce of danger to the

general public by creating pitfalls, but they may also threaten

the workers in the vicinity by holding accumulations of water
or gas, liable to be tapped unexpectedly if the boundaries
of the old workings are not known. To guard against such
possibilities, the owner, who is bound to keep an accurate plan

and section of his mine during the progress of the workings,

is further obliged to deliver up a copy when he abandons them
;

these plans are filed at the Home Office, and can be consulted if

necessity arises. They serve also to show new-comers, who pro-

pose to reopen an old mine, what work has been done by their

predecessors.

The next section of the Act relates to the Inspectors of Mines,
who are appointed by the Secretary of State for the Home
Department. The Inspector may not practise as a mining
engineer, manager, agent or valuer of mines. In addition to

enforcing the provisions of the Act, the Inspector has the right to

complain of any thing or practice in the mine which is

dangerous, or defective, or, in his opinion, threatens or tends to

the bodily injury of the persons employed. In order to prevent

an unreasonable Inspector from pushing matters too far, the

owner and agent are duly safeguarded. They can object to the

Inspector's notice about these alleged defects and have the matter
referred to arbitration.

Each Inspector has to make an Annual E,eport, which is laid

before Parliament and afterw\ards published as a Blue-book.

This is a convenient place for explaining that the United
Kingdom is divided, for the purposes of inspection, into thirteen

districts, each under a Chief Inspector, who, as a rule, has from
one to three assistants.

The following separate publications are issued annually by the

Home Office

:

Report by each Inspector for his district

Statistical Summaries showing the number of persons em-
ployed, the deaths from accidents, and the quantity of

mineral raised, together with the corresponding figures

for previous years.

List of all the Mines in the United Kingdom.
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List of Record Plans deposited at the Home OiEce.

Mineral Statistics of the United Kingdom.
The last section of Part I. of the Act refers to the duties of

the coroner, who cannot conclude an inquest upon the body of a

person killed by a mine accident, unless due notice has been given

to the Inspector of the district. As a rule the Inspector attends

the inquest, and can be of much assistance to the coroner in

eliciting evidence, for he will have seen the place where the

accident took place, and will know whether it is likely that it

has been caused by pure ill-luck or through neglect of proper

precautions.

Part II. of the Act contains the General Rules, and sets forth

the mode of establishing Special Rules.

The General Rules are a series of nineteen regulations which
have to be observed in every mine.

Ventilation.—Rule i relates to ventilation. It prescinbe.s that an
adequate amount of ventilation shall be constantly produced, so that

the various parts of the mine shall be in a fit state for working
and passing therein. No standard of ventilation is laid down,
nothing is said about the number of cubic feet per minute that

have to be supplied, nor as to any given percentage of noxious

gas rendering the ventilation "inadequate."

Explosives ami Blasting.—Rule 2 defines how explosives are to

be taken into the mine, and lays down the precautions which
have to be observed while they are being used. Storage under-
ground is forbidden ; the mine should have a proper magazine
above ground, from which explosives should be dealt out daily to

the miners in small lots as required. In order to save trouble in

keeping the account of the small daily doles, a subsidiary magazine
is sometimes kept up, in which each gang of men has a locker. A
proper attendant then serves out explosives every day from the
lockers, without weighing the quantities.

The explosives must be taken into the mine in a case or

canister which must not contain more than four pounds.

Iron and steel needles or prickers are prohibited, but the

Secretary of State has power to exempt mines from this

restriction if he thinks fit. Exemptions of this kind have been
gi^anted in the case of the salt mines of Cheshire. Iron and steel

tamping bars may not be used for ramming in the wadding or
the first part of the tamping. It is lastly illegal to pick out or

bore out the tamping of a charge of powder which has missed
fire.

By the Slate Mines (Gunpowder) Act, 18S2, the Secretary of

State has power to relax the restrictions concerning explosives.

This Act was passed for the convenience of workers in slate mines,
who occasionally have to fire large blasts of 8, 10 or 12 pounds
of powder, in order to sever a large block of slate which has not
been completely released by the original shot. The powder is
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sometimes required on the spur of the moment, as water might

fill up the crack by the time the man liad made the journey to

and from the surface for a supply. Many agents of slate mines

are of opinion that it is safer to carry powder into the mine in

the 25-pound kegs coming direct from the manufacturer than in

the ordinary 4-pound canisters. Where exemptions have been

granted under this Act, the dangers incident to storing these

kegs of powder and opening them by candle-light are reduced as

far as possible by stringent special rules.

Iiicliiied Planes and Ilofse Roads.—Rules 3, 4, and 5 relate to

signals and refuge places on inclined planes or horse roads.

/Shafts.—In Rules 6, 7, and 8 are very important regulations

concerning shafts. The sides have to be made secure, and the top

of the shaft and all entrances to it have to be fenced.

Descent and Ascent.—The next seven rules relate to the descent

into mines and ascent therefrom, whether by ladders or machinery.

If ladders are used, the ladderway must be partitioned off from
the winding compartment. The object of such a partition is not

only to prevent men from falling into the winding compartment,

but also to protect them from stones, which might drop from

the bucket or skip during hoisting operations. Vertical and
overhanging ladders are forbidden, and substantial platforms

are required at intervals not exceeding 20 yards. The rule

also says that " a ladder shall be inclined at the most convenient

angle which the space in which the ladder is fixed admits."

The wording is vmfoitunate, because it sometimes fails to secure

a proper inclination for ladders; there is nothing to prevent

a person from sinking too small a shaft, and then alleging

want of space as an excuse, when a complaint is made to him
about the great steepness of his ladders. The Belgian law is

worded better, for it says that no ladder shall be inclined at an
angle of less than 10° from the vertical.

The only statutory enactment about man-engines is that they

shall be partitioned off from the winding compartment of the

shaft.

We now come to ascent and descent by winding machinery.

Guides and signalling apparatus are required as soon as a shaft

exceeds 50 yards in depth, and a cover overhead is obligatory

unless an exemption has been granted by the inspector. A single

linked chain is forbidden ; the winding drum must be provided

with flanges to prevent the rope from slipping off; there must be

an adequate brake, and an indicator to show the position of the

load in the shaft.

Dressing-room.—It was quite right on the part of the Legislature

to make provision by Rule 16 for a changing house, or " dry,"

enabling the men to change their clothes in comfort, and have

easy means of drying their wet underground suits ready for the

next day ; but the wording might have been a little more elastic.



LEGISLATION AFFECTING MINES, ETC. 66
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As the law stands, a mine need not have a " dry " if fewer than
thirteen persons are employed below ground ; and yet one meets
with wet sinking shafts employing only ten or a dozen men,
where some accommodation is desirable, and with large mines
which are so dry that a changing house, as generally understood,

is superfluous.

Fencing Machinery.—Rule 17 prescribes that all dangerous
machinery must be fenced.

Steam Boilers.—The only statutory regulations concerning

steam boilers are found in Rule 18, which says that every such
boiler must be provided with three fittings, viz., a steam gauge,

a water gauge, and a safety valve.

Wilful Damage.—The last Rule, No. 19, forbids the wilful

damage of, or removal of fences or appliances provided for the

safety of the men.
In order to make the owner and agent responsible for the

proper carrying out of these essential regulations, this section of

the Act concludes with a very strict clause. As a rule, in this

country, a man is assumed to be innocent until he is proved
guilty. In mining, it is different ; if a contravention of the Act
by any person whomsoever, for instance, a workman, is proved,

the owner and the agent are each made guilty of an ofTence and
are liable to punishment, unless they can prove that they had
taken all reasonable means to prevent the contravention by
publishing, and to the best of their power, enforcing the rules.

The Legislature has therefore taken strong means in order to

render the miner's calling safe. On the other hand, the owner
and agent are thoroughly safeguarded by a clause, v/hich governs

the whole of the section, and says that the rules are to be

observed " so far as may be reasonably practicable."

Special Rules may be regarded as by-laws framed to suit

the conditions of any particular district or mineral deposit

;

when once established with the formalities prescribed by law,

they have all the power of the statute itself. They are a very

useful institution, and as there are simple means of modifying

them, changes can be introduced from tirce to time, witliout

having to set in motion the ponderous machinery required to

alter an Act of Parliament. At mines under the Metalliferous

Act, special rules are not compulsory as they are under the Coal

Mines Act ; but the Secretary of State can propose any rules he

thinks fit to the owner of the mine, who may object and have the

matter decided by arbitration.

An Abstract of the Act, and a copy of the Special Rules (if any)

have to be posted up in a conspicuous place at the mine, where

they can be conveniently read by the workpeople. The name
and address of the Inspector of the district have to be appended,

so that every one may know to whom to apply in case of need.

Part III. deals with penalties for oilences and the technicalities
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relating to leg.il proceedings. The penalties to which a person
is liable for a breach of the Act are a maximum of p^2o if he is

an owner or agent, and a maximum of ^2 if he is any other
person ; the fine may be increased by ;^i a day so long as the
offence continues, if the offender has received notice in writing
from the Inspector. For wilful neglect, endangering life and limb,

a person may be sentenced to imprisonment, with or without
hard labour, for a period not exceeding three months.
The owner and agent cannot be prosecuted except by an

Inspector, or with the consent in writing of the Secretary of

State. The workman can be prosecuted by his master ; and
})roceedings against the men become necessary when the master
finds that mere words fail to secure strict obedience to regula-

tions, which is imperative in a dangerous occupation like mining.
Strange to say, the clause which prevents interested magis-

trates from sitting in cases under the Coal Mines Act, is omitted
altogether in the Metalliferous Act.

Where a penalty amounts to or exceeds half the maximum, the
person convicted may appeal to a higher court.

The last Mining Act, that of 1891, was passed in order to

correct a curious omission in the old statute of 1872, which failed

to define the Court of Summary Jurisdiction in the Isle of Man
before which proceedings could be taken.

Having thus briefly explained the statute by which the working
of many ore and stone mines is regulated, we must now pass on
to the Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1S87, which governs mines of

stratified ironstone, shale and fireclay, as well as collieries. Com-
pared with coal, it is true that these minerals are of minor import-
ance; but as their total outpvit amounts to more than 12,000,000
tons annually, of which 7,000,000 tons are ironstoiie, it is

evident that even the ore miner should be acquainted with the

requirements of this statute.

It presents many points of resemblance with the Metalliferous

Mines Regulation Act, but it is far more elaborate in its details
;

to save repetition it will be best to dwell more especially upon the

points in which it differs from the Act which we have just been
discus'^ing.

In Pai't I. the principal new features are :

Hours of Labour.—Regulation of the liours of labour of boys
and females employed above ground.

Check Weiij/ier.— if the majority of the men wish it, they may
appoint a check weighei" to see that the weighing is done correctly,

and that deductions are made fairly.

Prohibitio7i of SiiKjle Sliafts.—The object is to provide two
means of egress in case of accident ; certain mines may bo
exempted from this provision.

Division of Mine into Farts.—Under certain circumstances
each part must be treated as a separate mine.
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Certificated Managers.—This is one striking difference between
the Metalliferous Act and the Coal Act. Under the former a per-

son without any pretensions to pi'ofessional qualifications may be
placed in charge of a mine ; under the latter every mine employ-
ing more than thirty persons below ground must have a certificated

manager. In order to obtain a certificate the candidate must
have had practical experience in a mine for at least five years, and
must then pass an examination. For the purpose of granting
certificates, boards for examination have been appointed in each
of the twelve districts into which the kingdom is divided for the
purposes of the Coal Mines Act. Unfortunately the statute makes
no provision for securing vmiformity in the examinations. Even
the limits of age are not the same ; but, nevertheless, a certifi-

cate when once obtained, is good for any part of the kingdom.
Returns.—The Annual Return which has to be furnished under

the Coal Mines Act not only gives the output of the mine and
the number of persons employed, but also supplies details con-
cerning the mode of ventilation ; the part relating to the quantity
of mineral wrought cannot be published, save by consent of the
person making it, or of the owner of the mine. This restriction

prevents the publication of such details as appear in the " Mineral
Statistics" in the case of mines under the Metalliferous Act.

Inquests.—At coroners' inquests, a relative of the person killed,

the owner, agent, or manager of the mine in which the accident

happened, and any person appointed by the order in writing of

the majority of the workmen employed in the mine may attend
and examine witnesses. No such power is conceded under the
Metalliferous Act.

Part II., as in the other Act, contains the General Rules, and
regulates the establishment of Special Rules, which are compul-
sory instead of being voluntary.

The General Rules are 38 in number, or twice as numerous as

those in the sister Act. They may be passed in review very briefly

as follows

:

Ventilation (i, 2, 3).—Amount of ventilation to be adequate

;

quantity of air to be measured monthly ; special airway to carry
the return current clear of the ventilating furnace ; ventilating

machines to be placed where they will not be injured by explo-

sions.

Inspections hy Officials (4, 5).—The working place has to be
inspected before men begin their work, and during the progress

of their work. Machinery must be inspected daily and shafts

weekly.

Fencing (6).—Dangerous places must be fenced off.

Withdrawal of Men (7).—Men must be withdrawn from
dangerous places.

Safety-Lamps (S, 9, 10, 11).—Use, construction, and examina-
tion of safety- lamps. Sitiuition of lamp stations.



664 OllE AND STONE-MINING.

Explosives (12).—Prohibition of iron and steel tools for charging
holes, and sj^ecial precautions for blasting in mines where tire-

damp has been noticed, or which are dry and dusty.

Advance Boreholes (13).—These are made compulsory when
approaching water.

^Signalling and Man-Holes fo7' Travelling Roads (14, 15, 16).

—

Very like the rules in the Metallifeious Act.

Dimensions of Travelling Iioads {ij).—Here we find that the

comfort of animals is not forgotten, for roads must be big enough
to allow the horses or ponies to pass along without rubbing.

Fencing of Shafts (iS, 19).—Very like the rules in the Metalli-

ferous Act.

Sectoring of Shafts (20).—Identical with the rule in the Metalli-

ferous Act.

Securing of Travelling Roads (21).—This very useful rule,

though contained in the Coal Mines Act of 1872, was not incor-

porated with the Metalliferous Act.

Timber (22).—Props have to be provided at a convenient place

in the mine.

Descent and Ascent (23 to 30).—In addition to the regulations

found in the Metalliferous Act, there is a rule preventing a speed
of more than three miles an hour after the cage has reached a
certain point in the shaft, when the winding apparatus is not pro-

vided with some automatic contrivance for preventing overwind-

ing. Men may use the downcast shaft for descent and ascent

if they wish to do so. No mention is made of ladders or man-
engines, which are not in use at mines under the Coal Mines Act.

Fencing Machinery (31).—Identical with the Rule in the
Metalliferous Act.

Fittings for Steam Boilers (32).—Very like the Pule in the
Metalliferous Act.

Barometer and Thermometer {t,;^).—These have to be placed in

a conspicuous position at the mine.

Ambulances (34).—As suffering may be mitigated or life saved
by having proper appliances at hand for lelieving and moving
injured men, the statute requires that stretchers, splints, and
bandages shall be kept ready for immediate use.

Wilful Damage to Fences, or Appliances for Safety (35).—Very
like the rule in the Metalliferous Aft.

Observance of Directions (36).— M^n are bound to obey direc-

tions with respect to working, given with a view to comply with
the Act 01- Special Rules.

Books recording Results of Inspections (37).— These have to be
kept at the office of the mine.

Periodical Inspection on Behalf of Workmen (38).—The men
may appoint two practical working miners to inspect the mine, at

their own cost, once a month. The result of the inspection has

to be recorded in a book, and if the report states the existence or
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apprehended existence of any danger, the inspector has to be
informed of it.

Experienced Workmen (39).—Men are not allowed to work alone

in getting coal or ironstone at the face of the workings unless

they have had two years' experience in or about the face of the
workings of a mine.

Part III, relates mainly to legal proceedings, and the only
special point to which attention need be called is the section which
prohibits persons interested in mines, or their near relations, from
sitting on the Bench and adjudicating upon breaches of the Act.

4. Sundry Special Statutes.—It might be thought that

statutes framed for regulating mines would contain all that the
law requires for their safe and proper working ; but such is not
the case in this country. Miners and workers of open pits are

often affected by one or more of the following Acts of Parliament,

which are arranged in alphabetical order :

—

Alkali, itc, Works Regulation Acts, 1881 and 1892 (44 & 45
Vict. c. 37, and 55 and 56 Vict. c. 30).

Boiler Explosions Acts, 1S82 and 1890 (45 and 46 Vict. c. 22,

and 53 and 54 Vict. c. 35).
Brine Pumping (Compensation for Subsidence) Act, 1891 (54

and 55 Vict. c. 40).

Elementary Education Acts, 1870 to 1891 {2,2, and 34 Vict,

c. 75 ; 38 and 39 Vict. c. 79, and 43 and 44 Vict. c. 23 ;

53 and 54 Vict. c. 22
; 54 and 55 Vict, c, 56),

Employers' Liability Act, 1880 (43 and 44 Vict, c. 42),
Explosives Act, 1875 (3^ Vict, c. 17).

Factory and Workshops Acts, 1878 and 1891 (41 and 42 Vict.

c, 16, and 54 and 55 Vict, c, 75).

Quarry Fencing Act, 1887 (50 and 51 Vict. c. 19).

Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876 (39 and 40 Vict. c. 75).
Stannaries Act, 1887 (50 and 51 Vict. c. 43).
Truck Acts, 1831 and 1887 (i and 2 William IV, c, 37, and

50 and 51 Vict, c. 46).

The Alkali Acts were passed with a view to prevent noxious
and offensive gases produced in manufacturing processes from
being discharged into the atmosphere, or at all events to reduce
their escape to a minimum. These Acts apply to a few mineral

workings—viz

:

(1) Salt works in which brine is being evaporated for the manufac-
ture of snlt.

(2) Cement works in wliich clays are made into cement.

(3) T'.n and copper mines where ores containing arsenic are being
roasted.

(4) Collieries where tar and ammoniacal liquor, obtained from the
waste eases of coke ovens, are being treated ; the former is dis-

tilled for the production of paraffin and burning oils, the latter

is made into sulphate of ammonia.
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The Acts are administered by Inspectors under the Local

Government Board.
The Boiler Explosions Acts compel the owner of a mine to report

to the Board of Trade any explosion of a steam boiler, which may
happen at his works whether above or below ground. The Board
of Trade officials can then make a preliminary investigation into

the cause of the explosion, and afterwards hold a formal inquiry

if they think fit. The Court holding this formal inquiry is

usually composed of two Commissioners specially appointed by the

Board of Trade, who are endowed by the Acts with ample power
for punishing the owners and agents of mines, if an explosion has

in any way been caused by their neglect. The Commissioners
cannot inflict a " fine " in a criminal sense, such as is imposed by
a Court of Summary Jurisdiction at proceedings taken under the

Mines Regulation Acts ; but, where neglect has been proved, the

responsible persons have been ordered to pay as much as ^loo
or;^i2o to the solicitor of the Boaj-d of Trade "towards the

costs and expenses of the investigation," which practically comes
to the same thing. Under the Mines Regulation Acts the mine-
owner can appeal to a superior court and have the matter re-heard

;

but the decision of the Commissioners under the Boiler Explosions

Act is final and not subject to review.

The Brine Pumping Act provides compensation for owners of

property who sufier through the subsidence of the ground caused

by the pumping of brine. The working of the Act is controlled

by the Local Government Board.

The Elementary Education Acts make provision for the educa-

tion of children : they prohibit absolutely the employment of

children below the age of lo, and do not permit the employment
of children below the age of 13 unless they have reached the

standard of education fixed by the by-laws in force in the

district. Children between 13 and 14 are allowed to work if they

can produce a certificate of proficiency or of previous due attend-

ance at school. After they have attained the age of 14, they are

no longer " children " within the meaning of the Education Acts.

The Employers LiahiUty Act extends and regulates the liability

of employers to make compensation for personal injuries suffered

by workmen in their service. Until this Act was passed a work-

man could not claim compensation for injuries due to the neglect

of a fellow-servant. The statute of 1880 has broken down this

doctrine of " common employment " to a certain extent, and has

made the master liable if the injury was caused by the negligence

of a foreman or person entrusted with superintendence ; but it

does not make the master liable for the negligence of all the

fellow-servants.

The Explosives Act I'egulates the manner in which licences for

storing explosives are obtained, the construction and maintenanco

of the m-igazines at mines, the subdivision of the trade packages,
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and the delivery to the men. The Act is enforced by Inspectors

under the Home Dejiartment, and also by the Police on behalf

of the Local Authorities.

The two Factoru and Worhshoj? Acts, which are enforced by
Inspectors serving under the Home Department, apply to certain

quarries, and to surface works at mines under the Metalliferous Act,

such as the dressing sheds. They contain provisions for promoting
the health and safety of the workpeople, and regulate the hours
of employment of women, young persons, and children. It Ls

probable that all quarries will eventually be placed under the
supervision of the Inspectors of Mines.

The object of the Quarry Fencing Act is evident from its title,

and it is the business of the Local Authorities to see it enforced.

By section 5 of the Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, the mine-
owner is prohibited from discharging into streams any solid

matter in such quantity as to prejudicially interfere with its flow,

or any poisonous, noxious or polluting solid or liquid matter,

unless he proves that he is using the best practicable and reason-

ably available means to render such matter harmless. The
administration of this law rests with the Sanitary Authority of

the district, and in this, as in other matters, the work of the

Sanitary Authorities is supervised by Inspectors acting under the
Local Government Board.

The large amount of refuse which is produced in extracting

some minerals from their ores, makes the task of getting rid of

it, without polluting the rivers, far from easy ; and the miner
often incurs the wrath of the fisherman, who stirs up the

Sanitary Authorities or Biver Conservancy Boards into action.

Coarse waste, such as comes from jigging the larger sizes of

the crushed rock, can always be made into heaps upon the

land ; bvit the fine slimes, whether coming from stamping or

other dressing processes, are carried away in suspension, and turn
a bright trout stream into a muddy drain, or are spread over the
meadows in flood time, to the annoyance of the farmer. These
evils may be greatly lessened by providing large pits into which
the water from the mine is allowed to settle, and so deposit much
of the solid matter which it contains in suspension. Effective

filteiing pools have been made in Germany from the coarse

refuse {skimpings) from the jigs. It is tipped so as to form
high banks enclosing a rectangular area, into which the muddy
water from the " floors " is led, and allowed to form a large

pool. Some of the solid matter settles down on the bed of the
j)Ool, as it would do in any ordinary pond, and the rest is deposited

in the bank itself, as it permeates through the tortuous passages

left between the little fragments of stone. In time, the inner

sides of the banks become somewhat choked with slime and the

pei'colation no longer pi-oceeds so rapidly; this state of things is

remedied by letting out the water during a holiday, and scraping



668 ORE AND STONE-MINTNCx.

down the sides, so as to expose a fresh unchoked surface to the
slimy water. Old heaps of mine refuse can be utilised in a
similar manner ; the stream of dirty water led into the top will

escape fairly clear at the bottom. As soon as one part of the
heap becomes choked with slime, the out-fall of the " floors " must
be shifted to another part of the bank.

The Stannaries Act, 1887, was passed to remedy certain evils of

which miners and shareholders complained at mines in Cornwall
and Devon. The Act extends only to metalliferous mines and tin

streaming works

—

i.e., works where tin ore is extracted from the
dirty water flowing away from min^^s, within the Stannaries.

The miner now has a first charge upon the property of a mining
company, and is less likely to lose his earnings when a mine is

stopped for want of funds, than he was some years ago. Surface

hands have to be paid once a fortnight; miners employed by
contract below ground are entitled to claim "subsist" once a
fortnight—that is to say, a payment on account equal to the esti-

mated amount of their earnings. Money deducted for sick and
accident funds has to be accounted for, and a copy of the balance-

sheet must be posted up in the " dry " or changing house. The
miners have the power to appoint a check-weigher. Meetings of

the shareholders of every " cost book " mine must be held at least

once in every sixteen weeks. Tools and materials supplied to the

minei'S have to be charged as nearly as possible at the market
prices. Other regulations relate to the settlement of disputes,

mortgages, relinquishment of shares, and registration of companies.

A copy of the Act has to be kept posted up in the smith's shop
and in the changing house of every mine.

The object of the Truck Acts is to pre\ent the mine owner from
making a profit out of the tools and materials which he supplies

to his men ; but he has a right to make deductions from the men's
wages for medicine, medical attendance, materials and tools, pro-

vided that they agree in writing to this system. As a rule the

men would sooner obtain the necessaries for their woi-k in this

way, than purchase them at the shops in the district. The
Truck Acts have to be enforced at mines by the Inspectors

under the Mining Acts.

From the foregoing pages it is very evident that the manager
of a mine in this country may have to make himself well acquainted
with a considerable number of legal enactments, mostly of recent

date, if he desires, as he should do, to carry on his work in strict

accordance with the law.
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CHAPTER XVI.

CONDITION OF THE MINER.

Clothing : bat, boots, jacket—Housing : barracks, cottages, changing
houses—Education—Sickness—Thrift—Recreation.

It is perfectly impossible to do justice to the importance of this

subject in the few pages that can be devoted to it in a general

text-book ; but the following remarks will serve to call the
attention of the student to matters with which he may have to

deal when he enters into the active duties of his profession, and
becomes either an employer of labour himself, or the agent of a
mining company.

I propose to treat the subject under the following heads

:

1. Clothing.

2. Housing.

3. Education.

4. Sickness.

5. Thrift.

6. Recreation.

I. CLOTHING.—At the surface we clothe ourselves in order

to keep our bodies warm, and to protect ourselves from the sun
and rain ; in the mine the conditions are totally different, and the
clothing may be altered accordingly. On the whole the tem-
perature is more uniform than it is above ground ; the miner in

most cases finds his working-place warmer in winter and cooler

in summer than it would be if he were working in the fields in

the neighbourhood. It is the exception to have the temperature
below 32° F. in mines even in winter. Occasionally in this

country a freezing wind rushing down the shaft will coat the
ladders with ice and make climbing unpleasant and risky, and
where the climate is cold and the openings to the surface large,

the effects of frost are felt far deeper than they are here. The
sinkings through alluvial deposits in Siberia are instances of

great cold in mines ; and even where the operations are more
truly underground the temperature is sometimes below freezing
point. This is the case at the Algachi silver mine.*

The other extreme was found in the workings on the Comstock

* Kennan, " In East-Siberian Silver Mines," The Century Magazine,
vol. xxxviii., 1889, p. 803.
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lode.* In tbe year 1868, wlien a depth of 1000 to 1200 feet had
been reached, the heat in some drifts was becoming unbearable.

In August 1868 at a depth of 1 100 feet in the ChoUar-Potosi Mine,
the temperature was 100° F. (377 C.),and in the lower level of the

Hale and Norcross 1 10° F. (43 3 0.) In June 1870 at the goo -foot

level of the Yellow Jacket Mine the temperature was 97°F.(36'i C.)

at a point only 300 feet from the shaft, although blowers were at

work. The higiiest temperatures were observed when long levels

were driven without any ventilating shafts or winzes. As soon as

a proper air-current was established the temperature usually sank
rapidly. Thus the thermometer stood at 130° to 140° F- (54 to
60" C.) in a drift at the 1850-foot level of the Bullion Mine, but
when connection was made with another shaft tiie thermometer
went down to 100° F. (377° C.) The miners working in the hot

levels weie supplied with ice, which was sent down by the ton.

Their average daily consumption in the hottest parts of the

California and Consolidated mines during the summer of 1878
was 95 pounds of ice per man, and they would commonly drink

as much as three gallons of water in the shift of eight hours.

It was not only the air of the mine wliich was hot, the water
was even hotter. The spiing in the Savage mine had a tempera-

ture of no less than 157° F. (69-4'' C), and the incline was hlied

with scalding vapour. Up to the end of 1877 the highest recorded

temperature of the water was 154° F. (677° C.) ; but since then an
increase in the water temperature to 170° F. (76-6° C.) has been

noted. The Comstock mines are the hottest in the world.

At Dolcoath,t the largest and deepest tin mine in Cornwall, the

temperature of the water issuing from the rock in the lowest

workings is nearly 100° F. (377° C.) and that of the air 96° F.

(35-5° C.) The bottom level is now 2424 feet veitically below the

surface.

In the adjacent Cook's Kitchen mine, which approaches its

neighbour in depth, the air in the end of the 394-fathom level, at

no great distance from a winze, will i\ai3e the thermometer to

95° F. (35° C), whilst in the ends of the 420-fathom level, driven

out but a very short distance from the bottom of the shaft, the

tempei-ature of the air is 100° F. (377° C.) and that of the water
slightly higher. Some workings for copper at St. Day, Cornwall,

were even hotter, but the mine has long been abandoned. The
submarine mines near the Land's End are also warm, and air-

temperatures above 90° F. (32° C.) are often recorded. In Corn-
Avall, as in Nevada, the hottest places are "ends" or "rises"

before they are " holed " to other workings. When once a com-
munication has been effected and a through draught established,

the rock- faces cool down quickly.

* Lord, "Comstock Mining and Miners," Monographs U.S. Gcol. Survey,

WasViington, 1SS3, p. 391 et i-eq.

t MS. information from Mr. W. Thomas, F.G.S., 1893.
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With the temperatures just mentioned, it is evident that the

miner requires very little clothing, but even when the air is

comfortably cool, he often strips himself to the waist, in oider to

secure that freedom of limb which so much conduces to the

efficiency of muscular labour.

In some cases, such as in the salt mines of this country,

the working-places are very comfoitable ; indeed the miner is

better off than the labourer at the surface. He is not exposed to

the burning sun, cutting winds or torrents of rain ; but he works
in a cool and pleasant atmosphei'e, varying little in temperature,

and he has not to assume a cramped posture. On the other hand, the

miner's working- place may be moist and steaming, or hot, dry and
dusty, or cold, wet and draughty ; and on reaching the surface iii

a cage, he may have to face an icy blast after leaving a tropical

atmosphere only a minute or two before. Where circumstances

are so unlike, the clothing worn in the mine must necessarily vary,

to say nothing of differences in attire due to the habits of the people.

The South African native, content with a waist-cloth above
ground, requires nothing more when he descends into the diamond
mines, whilst the white man, true to his bringing up, needs, or

thinks he needs, moi-e abundant vestments.

Hat.—Some of the clothing used below ground has to serve a
different purpose to that required of it at the surface. One object

of the miner's hat is to preserve his head from blows, as he walks
along low and rugged tunnels, and from falls of stones while work-
ing in shafts. The Cornishman wears a hat made of felt and
rosin, shaped like an ordinary " pot hat " of everyday life. It is

cheap and durable, and affords admirable protection against hard
raps ; but it is not ventilated, and it is heavy, weighing about one
pound, or four times as much as an ordinary felt hat. Under it

the Cornishman wears a cap of calico or linen, which often con-

stitutes the headgear in the working place itself, whilst the hard
hat is donned in going to and from the surface. A few gimlet

holes improve the Cornish hat, by affording a little vent for

the perspiration given off so freely when cUmbing ladders in warm

The Cornish hat is serviceable as the brim keeps the neck
dry, and in sinking very wet shafts a waterproof Hap can be
added, so as to increase the amount of protection. Lastly,

the lump of clay used as a candle- holder can be easily and
safely stuck upon the hat, leaving the miner both hands free

when he is climbing about the workings by rope, chain or

ladder.

The British miner, working upon seams of stratified ironstone,

affects a leathern cap, which he wears with the small peak turned
towards the back. It is far lighter than the Cornish hat, but it is

not capable of resisting so hard a blow.

In France a leathern hat, in shape like the Cornishman's,
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is common. It is made of thick solid leather, .and is therefore very

strong and durable, but it is heavy and expensive.

In some parts of Germany the miner wears a brimless hat,

something like a bushy, made of loose-textured felt, thick enough
to prevent a tolerably hard knock from doing any harm, and yet

porous enough to admit the passage of perspiration. In sunless

workings a brim is not required for guarding the eyes, and in dry

mines the German hat with an undercap of linen foi'ms a very suit-

able head covering. It is light, weighing only about half a pound,

and it can be folded, which is an advantage if one is travelling. On
the other hand, its porosity and its want of a brim render it

Tin fitted for very wet places, and it cannot be used for carrying the

candle in the same way as the Cornish hat.

The hat of the Mansfeld copper miner is made of thick black

felt and weighs half a pound ; it has a broad brim which is turned

up in front and covered with leather. A piece of wire sewn on
under the leather serves as a hook for carrying the lamp on the

head, though, now that the shafts are mostly provided with cages,

there is little ladder work to make this necessary. The felt is thick

enough to save the head if struck, and the brim protects the neck
from drops of water. It is a light, comfortable and cheap hat.

In sinking oil wells in Roumania, the miner adopts a conical hat,

shaped like that of the Chmaman, but made of tinplate, which

serves to keep off the drops of water and petroleum.

Looking at the number of accidents from falls of roof, to say

nothing of accidents from things falling down shafts, the nature

of the head-gear adopted by the miner is not without importance.

It is especially necessary that shaft-sinkers should be careful to

have suitable hats. An ideal hat would be light, bvit strong, well-

ventilated, and with brim enough to prevent water from running
down the neck.

Boots.—Tui'ning to the other extremity of the body, it is fre-

quently noticed that the Cornishman, though careful about his

head, pays very little attention to his feet. He often has to

walk through wet levels, and knowing that he cannot reach his

working-place dry-shod, he is quite content with any dilapidated

foot-gear. Unfortunately this cai-elessness is sometimes the cause

of accidents, for men have been known to slip from ladders from
wearing shoes which did not give them a proper foothold.

In some of the Welsh oi'e mines the clog is very commonly
worn ; it is a boot with wooden soles and leather " uppers." The
sole is protected from too rapid wear by irons at the bottom and
sides. Many miners like clogs, as the wooden sole is warmer than

leather, and consider that they are less likely to slip than ordinary

Doots or shoes in climbing up and down ladders or steep

"stopes." I can well imagine that the stiff wooden sole

gave a better foothold on the vertical ladders of the Flint-

shire mines years ago than yielding leather. The clog has the
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further merit of cheapness, but the unbending sole renders

it therefore less comfortable than the ordinary foot-gear for much
walking. Men who use clogs below ground often walk to and
from the mines in leathern boots or shoes.

The Festiniog " rockman," whose working-place lies among
smooth surfaces of slate, trusts to a strong laced boot well shod

with nails to prevent his slipping, while he climbs about chain in

liand. Another reason for the strong foot-covering is the fact

that the fragments of rock are often sharp and cutting.

Many miners in France still wear the clumsy but cheap wooden
shoe or "sabot," whilst in Spain they have sandals made of

esparto grass. These cost only 30?. or ^^d. per pair, and last from
three weeks to a month. Lastly, when we travel further afield,

we find the hardy miner going barefoot, provided by nature alone

with a tough outer tegument, which gives him a better hold on
rock or ladder than any which art can furnish.

Jacket.—Little need be said about the clothing of the worker
at the surface, save that where he is engaged near machinery
it is advisable that the jacket should fit closely. Accidents have
happened from loose clothing being blown on to revolving gearing

or shafting, which could not be stopped until the unfortunate

workman had been drawn in and mangled.

As has been already explained, it is necessary from time to

time to clean out the flues in which arsenic has collected from
the calcination of ores containing mispickel. Under the Special

Rules in force at some of the CornLsh mines, the owner has to

provide suitable clothing for this work
;

probably the best is a

combination suit consisting of jacket and trousers in one garment,

such as is used for going into boilers. The legs of the trouseis

should be tied round the ankles, and the sleeves round the wrists,

in order to prevent any particles of arsenic from finding their

way to the skin and so doing mischief.

2. HOUSING.— It may or may not fall to the lot of the

mine-owner to provide dwellings for some or all of his workmen,
but in any case it is his duty to interest himself in the question

of the living accommodation for them and their families. Even
if he is not moved by considerations of a humanitarian nature, as

he certainly ought to be, the mine-owner must recognise the fact

that it does not answer commercially to let his men fall sick, become
prematurely unfit for work or die at an early age ; nor does it pay
to have the working staff constantly changing. A valuable horse

is put into a good stable, is well tended and not overworked,

if the master wishes to derive as much profit as possible from it

;

and it cannot be expected that the best results will be got from
the miner's labour, unless he is treated with at least as much con-

sideration as the lower animal. Therefore on the score of profit

as well as upon the score of humanity, the mine-owner should

insist upon proper dwellings being available for his men.
2 u
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When mining is carried on in the midst of a fairly popnl mii

district, private enterprise may often be relied on for providing

suitable cottages, nevertheless even here the mine-owner may do
good by calling the attention of the local authorities to insanitary

dwellings or cases of overcrowding. It frequently happens,

however, that mines are worked in out-of-the-way places, where,

at all events in the early days of the enterprise, there is a total

absence or utter inadequacy of accommodation for the workpeople.

The mine owner is then obliged to take upon his own shoulders

the hui-ilen of providin':r dwellings. Two classes may be erected :

(i) Bai-racks, which serve for unmarried men, or for married
men whose homes are not within the reach of a daily walk

;

(2) Cottages for married couples and their children.

Barracks.—Excellent examples of barracks are found, for

instance, at the Mechernich lead and the Mansfeld cupper mines,

owned by two enlightened and prosperous companies. The large

workmen's hotel at Mechernich is capable of accommodating
about 400 men. The workmen are perfectly free to do as they

like, as regards living in the barracks or not ; but if they do live

there, they must conform to the regulations.

The cost of lodging is gd. per week ; for this a man gets a

comfortable bed with a spring mattress, and clean sheets and
blankets. The beds are such as I would sleep in without hesi-

tation. The space allowed in the bedrooms is 400 cubic feet per

man, and in winter the rooms are warmed by hot air. They
are kept scrupulously clean, and the men are obliged to change
their working clothes as soon as they come in, and put on other

suits.

The men can be supplied with their meals at stated hours in

the large dining hall at low prices, and boiling water is always

ready for them gratis, so they can make cofi'ee from their own
store if they like. The dining hall has a tiled floor, and the

tables are scrubbed until they are exquisitely clean.

The sanitai-y conveniences are ample and well kept, and the

men can have warm shower-baths free of cost.

The mental comforts are not forgotten. There is a reading-

room, wuth newspapers, which is open after working hours, and a

library, from which the men can borrow books.

At the Mansfeld copper mines the company have provided no
less than nine barracks, capable of accommodating 2268 men
and 48 females. The barracks at Eisleben, which will house 350
men, aie represented in Eigs. 700 and 701, taken from the long

and careful report of Oberbergrath Taeglichsbeck.* The house is

a three-storey brick building, with bedrooms for nine, ten, or eleven

men each. In accordance with ofiicial regulations, there is an air

• " Die Wohnungsverhiiltuisse der Berg- und Salinenarbeiter im Oher-
bTgamtsbezirke Halle, einschliesslich der Mansfeldor Hiittenarb-ittr,''

ZcH.-chr.f. B.- II.- u. >S.- ]Ve'ien im Frenss. JStaate, vol. xl. 1S92, p. 44.
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space of 350 to 400 cubic feet (10 to 11 cubic metres) per mrrn.

The rooms are heated with hot air in winter, and there is a laigo

dining-hall adjoining the kitchen, in a separate building, connected

with the dormitories by a covered way. This building cost

_;jr937o, including a house for the steward, who superintends

everything, and laying on water. The barracks are built in

airy situations, and are mostly surrounded by gardens. They are

provided with all sorts of conveniences, baths, reading-rooms,

libraries, skittle-alleys, &c.

The men lodging at the barracks pay the fixed tariff of gd. per
day for their boaid ; for bre;ikfast each man gets h litre of coffee

and milk ; for dinner I'l litre (2 pints) of thick soup or vege-

tables, with I kil. (4I ozs.) of beef or pork, weighed after cooking

and without bone ; and for supper if litres (3 pints) of thick

soup, made with suet, or coffee and milk. In addition to this, he
receives weekly two loaves of bread, each weighing 3 kil. (6'6 lbs.),

I kil. (^ lb.) of butter, and the same amount of fat. Those who
prefer it can take ham, sausage, or bacon instead of the butter

and fat. For lodgings, lights, and firing, each boarder has to pay
o-6d. (5 pf.) per day in summer and o'gd. (8 pf.) per day in winter.

Order and cleanliness are enforced by a code of regulations,

which have to be strictly observed by all the boarders. The
rules prescribed for the barracks at Mansfeld, Stassfurt, (fee, are

given at length by Taeglichsbeck.*

The barrack system is also found in this country, especially in

North Wales, but not on so large or so sumptuous a scale as in

Germany. In Wales the men often sleep two in a bed, upon straw

mattresses; and, as a rule, there is not a separate eating-room, nor
are there any arrangements for supplying meals. One sees the

men arrive on a Monday morning, carrying their px'ovisions for

the week on their backs ; and they cook their food themselves by
the common fire of the eating and sleeping apartment. Often
there is no person provided for keeping the rooms clean, and the

disorder and discomfort are consequently great. Sheer ignorance

is sometimes the cause of some of the evils. I have seen bunks
prepared for 21 men in a room without a window or a chimney,
and containing only 2200 cubic feet of space

—

i.e., about one-third

of the smallest amount which sanitarians would consider requisite.

If mining companies build barracks, they should employ some one
acquainted with the rudiments of sanitary science to design them

;

the eating-room should be separate from the dormitories, and the

liouse should be kept clean and tidy.

The most extensive development of the barrack system in any
British possessions is at the Kimberley diamond mines, where
the particular exigencies of the case have led to a modification

winch is not found elsewhere. One great difficulty of diamond

* Op. cil. p. 170,
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mining in the early days was the prevention of thefts of vahiable

stones. Gems of great value can be so easily secreted about the
person, or indeed swallowed, that the mine owner could be, and
was, I'obbed with little fear of detection. It is true that since the
passing of the Illicit Diamond Act, the disposal of stolen diamonds
has become more difficult, but the protection aflbrded by this

statute does not entirely suffice. The plan now adopted with the
native miners is to confine them for the length of their contract,

often three months, and not allow them on any pretext to leave

the company's premises. They go straight from their barracks

to the mine by a securely enclosed way, and return to them as soon
as work is over. The barracks consist of one-storey buildings, made
of corrugated iron, arranged so as to form the four sides of a
lai'ge square, and divided into rooms holding about twenty natives

each. The " compound," * as it is called, often covers several

acres ; and it is surrounded by a high iron fence 10 feet from the
building. The natives can procure all the necessaries of life from
a store within the compound, whilst food and water are supplied

free. A large swimming bath enables them to enjoy a dip when-
ever they like. If perchance a man falls ill, he is taken to a
hospital, also belonging to the company.
Of course, this system would not find favour with European

miners, who would resent the enforced confinement and regard it

as an irksome imprisonment ; but the native, with fewer wants,
is quite content to put up with the temporary loss of liberty for

the sake of getting good wages.

Cottages.—Enough has been said about barracks, and we may
now pass on to cottages for families. At many of the collieries

of this and other countries, great attention has been paid to the
erection of workmen's villages, and a large amounc of capital has
been sunk in providing comfortable and convenient dwellings.

It is an advantage to the mine-owner to have his men on the
spot, coming to their work without the fatigue of a long walk

;

and it is a benefit to the man to have his home within easy reach.

When, therefore, the preliminary explorations and woi'kings have
revealed the existence of enough mineral to supply a mine for a
number of years, a company is thoroughly justihed in spending
money upon houses.

Figures 702 to 705 represent the type of miner's cottage lately

erected by Mr. Emerson Bainbridge for the Bolsover Collieries in

Nottinghamshire. It will be seen that each cottage has a good
living-room and scullery on the ground floor, two good bedrooms
on the first floor, and an attic above.

Many a workman, however, would rather be his own landlord,
and not feel the restraint of living in a cottage belonging to the
company, because he may have to quit it if he goes to work at

* iSecond Annual Eeport of the De Beers Consolidated Mines, Limited, for
the year ended March 1890, p. 23.
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another mine, or because he feels the natural ambition of wishing
to own a house himself. In order to encourage this very laudable

object, mining companies often make it easy for the workman to

buy his cottage by small instalments, and they thus gather around
their mines a number of small householders, who are less likely

to encourage disturbances than men who have no sj eciil interest

in the preservation of order. To the workman there 1.1 e advantages

Fig. 702. Fig. 703.

iB|B
Fig. 704.

BACK eLEVAT/OH

Fig. 705.

Cfcuno Pl/l/r

as well as disadvantages ; if the cottage belongs to him, he has a

feelino[ of independence, and he does not mind spending money to

embellish or improve it, which he would not do if it were the pro-

perty of somebody else. The purchase maybe a wise and profitable

one, if he feels pretty sure that he is going to spend all his days in

one place ; but this fixedness to one district cannot always be

assured or advised. Wages may be better in an adjoining county

or in some foreign land, mining may decline at home or entirely

cease, and a move may become a necessity, with no chance of

selling the cottage property. Under such circumstances the

earnings spent in bujang a cottage will have been badly invested.
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It also happens that during a period of high wages, a man is

tampted to arrange for the purchase of his house -with one of the
numerous building societies, and he agrees, for instance, to pay
_^i per month for ten years, at the end of that time becoming
the owner of a house worth ^120. If his wages are ;£y a
month he can manage the monthly instalments withovt difficulty;

but let wages drop to ^5, and he will find it far less ea-iy to keep
up his payments.

As an exam})le of the manner in which workppople are housed,
I will again extract some figures from Taeglichsbeck's i-eport.*

For the Halle district he gives the following numbers and pro-
portions :

—
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exposure to the fierce breezes coining straight off the Atlantic,

Avhich might sometimes be trying itfter the underground warmth.
It is Jieated by rows of hot-water pipes.

The floor of the " dry " should be made of cement and not of

boards, to permit the application of the hose for washing it.

Benches and lockers should be removable in order to facilitate

the cleaning, which is frequently necessary, considering the
amount of dirt which cannot fail to accumulate in such a
place. A wooden floor has the disadvantage that the boards are

sure to shrink under the constant warmth, and when once full of

Fig. 70S.

gaping chinks it can never be efiectually cleaned ; besides, there
is the danger from fire, either from matches left carelessly about
or from the men smoking in a place where the wood gets as dry
as tinder. The walls should be whitewashed at regular anil
frequent intervals, in order to keep the place thoroughly sweet.

It is not difficult to give the miner the luxury of a shower-
bath at a small cost, and it seems to me far better that the miner
should change and perform all necessary ablutions at the mine,
than go home in his underground clothes, and depend upon the
resources of his cottage for washing himself and drying his workin^^
apparel.

°

At the Anzin collieries, in the North of France, a large number
of shower-baths (Fig. 708), are provided at the diflerent shafts, i>o
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that the men have not to wait for their turn. The Anzin arrange-
ments are excellent, and might be copied with advantage at

some of our mines.

3. EDUCATION.—The school education may be of two
kinds, general and technical. In this and other countries, where
the primary education is free, the mine-owner need not concern
himself with providing schools and teachers; but where the State

does not take this paternal care of the rising generation, a certain

responsibility for the young is often felt by the shareholders of

the mining companies, and they endeavour to equip the children

of their workmen, at all events, with the three R's.

For carrying on mining, it is not sufficient merely to provide

strong bones and well-developed muscles; there must also be
brains, or, in other words, no matter how good the miners are,

their work must be directed by trained engineers and competent
foremen. The latter may well be recruited from among the actual

working men, who should have some general knowledge of science

and some special training in the various branches of their pro-

fession.

This scientific and technical training is frequently provided by
the large foreign mining companies at their own expense. The
best of the young men attend classes out of working hours, and
thus manage to cirry on their lecture-room teaching hand in

hand with the practical instruction which they are acquiring in the
mine itself.

In this country the education of the young miner is largely

aided by classes held in the evenings, under the auspices of the

Science and Art Department, the City and Guilds of Lnndon
Institute, and some of the County Councils. The energetic and
ambitious workman can nowadays obtain instruction in mathe-
matics, mechanics, chemistry, ph^'sics, geology, the principles of

mining, ore-dressing, assaying and mine-surveying in any large

town and often in outlying villages. To those preparing to pass

the examination for a certificate under the Coal Mines Act, these

classes are very valuable.

The success of local schools and classes depends a good deal

upon the attitude assumed by the managers of mines in the

neighbourhood. If educational work is pooh-poohed by the
masters, the men follow suit and the teaching languishes. On
the other hand, if the head-piece of the school is one of the chief

mining engineers of the district, pupils flock to the lecture-rooms

and laboratories, and success is almost a certainty. By forming
and encouraging these local schools or classes, owners and
managers of mines are not only promoting the welfare of tho

rising generation around them, but they are at the same time
doing good to mining generally, and are contributing to the intro-

d action of the most improved methods of extractingf minerals.

Just as tlie success of an army depends lai'gely upcn its trained
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non-commissioned officers, so the prosperity of a mining enter-

prise is largely influenced by the competency of the foremen

;

many of them by virtue of their talent and industry rise from
the ranks and become excellent managers of mines.

The training of foremen must not be carried on to the exclusion

of all thought for their sisters, who will make better wives and
mothers if they receive some instruction in the arts which belong
more particularly to the domain of women, such as housekeeping,

cookery and nursing. Teaching of this kind becomes more than
ever necessary in localities where females are largely employed on
the dressing floors, for then the girls fail to receive that practical

training in household work, which would otherwise fall to their

lot, if they entered domestic service, or assisted their mothers in

their own homes.

4. SICKNESS.—At first sight it might be supposed that

mining is necessarily an unhealthy occupation, that confined

for houi's in dark and gloomy passages a man cannot keep well

and strong. Stubborn facts and figures show that a general asser-

tion of this kind is not well-founded ; but nevertheless the miner
does sufier in some cases from diseases inherent to his calling,

and these can be best combated if their causes are thoroughly
understood by all who are connected with mining operations.

The diseases to which miners are most liable have been care-

fully studied by Dr. Ogle,* who with infinite pains has worked
out the death-rates for mining, as well as for other occupations,

from the figures contained in the national register of deaths.

Of course it is very difficult, if not impossible, in comparing the

death-rate of the miner with that of some other working man,
to say precisely how much of the diff"erence is due to the efiect of

the calling. The miner is to a certain extent a picked man ; the

weaklings of a family do not go to work underground, conse-

quently in the race of life the miner has, so to say, a start, which
ought ceteris jxirihus to make him a winner. The actual death-

rates of some occupations are given in the table on p. 684,
extracted from Dr. Ogle's much more complete list. The com-
parative mortality figure affords the easiest means of conti'asting

the differences between the various callings as regards healthiness.

The figure 1000 represents the total number of deaths among a
certain number of male persons between the ages of 25 and 65
for the whole of England ; then taking the same number of

persons in any particular calling at the same ages. Dr. Ogle
has calculated the corresponding number of deaths. The lower
the figure, the healthier the occupation. In very healthy dis-

tricts the mortality figure is as low as 804, that of the agricul-

tural labourers is only 701. If we take miners, we do not find

a high mortality figure for the collier, nor for the iron.stone

* Sujyplement to the Forty-ffth Annual Beport of the Registrar of Birllis,

Deaths and MarrUcjes in Evijland. London, 1885, pp. xxv., et sri^.
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miner; but the figure for Cornwall is appalling. Mining coal

and ironstone appears to be less fatal to life than baking bread or
making boots and shoes.
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of gases, and dust. It is the opinion of the best qualified judges
that dust is largely responsible for the respiratory ailments from
which the miner so often suffers. The difference between tho
atmosphere of a mine and that of the external atmosphere is often

made very plain by the state of the nostrils after a few hours
spent in underground workings; it is found that they have
strained off a part of the solid particles floating about in the air

of the mine, and the amount so arrested will seive as some gauge
of the quantity inhaled. Besides, men commonly breathe a great
deal through the mouth, and lose the benefit of their natural
air- filter.

The dust acts mainly mechanically, but in a few exceptional

cases its evil effects are due also to poisonous chemical properties.

The mechanical action is at first an irritation of the delicate lining

membrane, and then the particles make their way into the tissues,

choke them and harden them, and so render them unfit for

allowing the chemical action of the air upon the impure venous
blood which is necessary to life. The diseases caused by the
inhalation of dust in this way are bronchitis, shortness of breath,

asthma and consumption.

A large proportion of the dust is produced in the process of

boring holes for blasting in an upward direction. If the hole has
a downward inclination the miner puts water in, which not only
prevents any dust, but also renders his work easier by allowing the
edge of the tool to act more fairly against the rock. When, on the
other hand, the miner is boring upwards, the dust is scraped out
or falls out, and though the coarsest particles may at once drop to

the ground, the very fine and light ones float about, and produce a
cloudy and noxious atmosphere. If machine drills are employed,
the amount of dust produced in a given time is often considei-able,

as will be instantly recognised by any one dressed in a dark suit

who stands by one of the&e machines while it is working in dry
ground.

Prevention is better than cure, and the evil consequences can be
averted by forcing a jet of water into the hole during the boring
operations. The jet may be produced either by allowing the com-
pressed air to act upon the surface of a tank containing water, or
by bringing down a supply in a pipe from a tank situated at a
higher level ; keeping the sides of the level moist is another
precaution, the particles of dust wafted against the wet sur-

face are caught, like flies upon sticky papei-, and so rendered
harmless.

Some of the dust arises from the rock being broken up in the
process of blasting, and some comes from the explosive itself,

if it consists, for instance, of infusorial earth mixed with nitro-

glycerine.

A fine spray is very effective in laying the dust and fumes pro-
duced by bla-ting, and an easy method of producing it is to
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turn a jet of compressed air into a pipe supplied with water.*

An appliance of this kind is specially desirable when the blast-

ing in an "end" is done by volleys, when the miner has to walk
into the smoke of one blast in order to charge another set of

holes. Some men make use of a sponge as a respirator while
exposed to the dust and fumes, and no doubt wdth good effects

;

but it is well to delay the return as long as possible, unless the
" end " is provided with such an apparatus as Teague's ventilator,

which speedily withdraws all noxious fumes from the working
place. If it is necessary in some particular case to go into an
" end " full of smoke, the harmful effects may be reduced by
making use of Nature's respirator, namely, the nose, and not
breathing at all through the mouth.

Dusts which have a poisonous effect are those of certain minerals

containing arsenic, lead and mercury.
According to Dr. Harting and Dr. Hesse,f cancer in the lungs

is not uncommon among the men working in the cobalt mines of

Schneeberg in Saxony, and they ascribe the disease to dust
containing arsenic in combination with cobalt, which produces a
permanent chemical irritation in the delicate air-passages. It seems
to be mainly the minei-al speiscobalt or smaltite (CoAs„) which is

the source of the disease . the cobalt minerals containing sulphur
in addition to the arsenic are far less poisonous, as they are less

readily decomposed. When one reflects how soon cobalt bloom,
the hydrated arseniate of the metal, is formed upon the ores in a
damp atmosphere, it is not surprising that a similar action should

go on with minute particles of smaltite imbedded in the lung
tissue, and eventually set up a considerable amount of irritation.

Far more dangerous than the dust of arsenical minerals under-
ground, are the fumes produced in roasting ores containing mis-

pickel, a process which goes on in many tin mines and some gold and
copper mines. Particles of arsenious acid attach themselves to the
skin, in places where it is moist from perspiration, and produce
nasty sores, whilst those which enter the body give rise to various

disturbances of the digestive organs. The best means of avoiding

the ills due to arsenic have been pointed out by Hirt ^ at some
length. Only thoroughly healthy men should be allowed to work
in places where there is danger from arsenic, and they should be

relieved at regular intervals. Bottles of hydrated oxide of iron,

in the form of an emulsion should be kept in readiness, both as a

preventative and an antidote. The men must be compelled to

exercise the greatest cleanliness, and when exposed to the dust and
vapours should cover the mouth with a dry cloth. Arsenical sores

* Beports ofH.M. Inspectors of Mines for the Year 1879, p. 527.

t "Der LuDgenkrebs, die Bergkrankheit in den Schneeberger Gruben."
Eulenherg's Vierteljahrsschrift filr gerichtliche Medicin. Neue Folge, xxx.

Band, p. 296, Berlin, 1879.

X Arbelter-Sclmtz., Leipsic, 1879, p. 131.
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should be plastered over with fuller's earth moistened with water
and hydrated oxide of iron ; strong drinks, especially brandy,

must be avoided, but milk and greasy soupd help to resist the
poison.

In an ordinary lead mine, where the ore consists entirely or

almost entirely of galena, plumbism is rarely hearxl of; but
when the ore is cerussite, a difierent state of things arises

and the disease may be rife. It is well known that the arti-

ficial carbonate, the white lead of commerce, produces poisoning

among painters, so much so indeed that one of the ailments due
to lead is known as " painters' colic ;

" it cannot therefore surprise

IIS, when mere handling is injurious, that breathing a lead-laden

atmosphere should likewise be pernicious. Plumbism among
miners has probably never been so prevalent as in the Broken
Hill distiict in New South Wales, where some of the ore in the
shallow levels is a pulverulent earthy carbonate of lead. According to

published accounts,* the state of things must have been very bad in-

deed comparatively lately. Miners sufiered more than the smelters,

but even the ote-pickers were not exempt from the malady. From
this fact we mny conclude that lead m;iy have entered the system
in some cases by eating food with dirty tingers, or, as suggested by
the writer of the article alluded to, from smoking a pipe filled with
tobacco rubbed in a leady hand. The baneful effects have been
reduced by not allowing the men to work very long at one time
in the parts of the mine where the soft carbonate occurs. The
managers arrange, for instance, that a man shall take one fort-

night at mining the earthy cerussite ; the next fortnight he is put
to work at the surface and made to quarry the ironstone

—

i.e., the
ferruginous outcrop of gossan, which is used as a flux at the
smelting works ; and then he takes a fortnight underground
in mining the kaolin ore, which consists largely of kaolin and
chloride of silver, and has no deleterious effect upon the men, or
at all events does not cause lead-poisoning.

The precautions to be adopted against plumbism at mines of

this description are : ample ventilation, laying the dust as far

as possible by a spray of water, and the strictest cleanliness. The
mine-owner should do his share by giving the men every possible

convenience for washing themselves and changing their working
clothes, but no amount of forethought on his part will suffice to

prevent the evil entirely, if the men fail to avoid every chance of

defiling their food or tobacco by lead ore.

Working in the quicksilver mines is found to be unhealthy,
and the men sufler from mercurial poisoning unless special

precautions are taken. Thus, at Almaden, even if the ventilation

is good, the miner cannot work more than four to four and a half

hours a day, nor can he work more than seven or eight days in a

* " Lead Poisoning:," The Australian Mininrj {Standard, vol. vi., 1S91,

p. 13, and Beport 0/ JJoard of Iminiry at Broken Ildl, Sydney, 1S93.
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mouth without injuring his health very rapidly.* It is true that

the miners suffer less than the smelters, which is the reverse of

what happens at Broken Hill, and the explanation of this is that

mercurial poisoning is mainly due to the vapour of the metal. At
Almaden some of the mercury exists in the native state and is

supposed to sublime slowly ; f but even at Idria, where there is

no native mercury, where the ore is less rich than at Almaden,
and the ventilation excellent, the men work only four hours at a.

stretch

—

i.e., four hours in the morning and four in the afternoon,

with an interval of rest of four hours.

The symptoms of mercurial poisoning noticed at Almaden are :

inflammation of the mouth, salivation and loss of teeth, shiver-

ings, gradual and general wasting away.

Excessive ladder-climbing has long been pointed out by medical

men as a cause of disease.J If the heart is over-stretched day

after day and year after year, it becomes dilated, loses some of

its contractile power, and is therefore less capable of performing

its pumping action properly. The miner who for years has had

to descend and ascend by laddei^s in deep mines, will generally

be found to have a feeble heart and weak pulse on this account.

Young miners should be careful to avoid the over-exertion caused by

climbing with unnecessary haste. In these days of excellent steel

wire ropes for winding men up in cages, it is perfectly absurd

that a miner should be condemned to the treadmill toil of ladder-

climbing, which has nothing to be urged in its favour. The
shareholder has to pay for an unprofitable form of labour, his

mine is conducted with less supervision than there would be if

access to the workings were easier, whilst the unfortunate miner

suffers in health and strength. When a mine reaches a depth of

loo yards the owner should introduce means of raising and lower-

ing the men mechanically without fatigue.

It is easy to conceive, when a man is working continuously

for years in a constrained position, that certain muscles will be

stunted in their growth from want of use, and that others will be

abnormally enlarged from over-use, and so cause a distoition of

the body. This happens to a slight extent with the men working

on the thin bed of copper shale of Mansfeld.

The disease of the eye known as nystagmus has been noticed

among colliers. A person suffering from nystagmus sees objects

apparently moving in a circle
;
gas lights in a room, for instance,

seem to dance ; the man also suffers from headache and giddiness,

* Kuss, " Note sur I'etat actuel de la mine et de I'usine d'Almaden,"

Annales des Mines, 8me. serie, tome xi., p. 13S.

t Ewj. 31m. Jour., vol. xlvi., 1888, p. 435.

X Dr Peacock, "Medical Report on the Condition ot Miners "
; Bankart,

" Medical Report on the Condition of Miners in Cornwall and Devon" ;

Appendix B. to the Report of the Commissioners appointed to Inquire into the

Condition of all Mines in Great Britain to which the Provisions of the Act

23 & 24 Yict. nip. 151 do not appli/. P. 7 and p. 93, London, 1864.
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and the eyeballs are noticed to oscillate or rotate. According
to Snell* the men most afflicted with nystagmus are those who
have to work lying on their side; owing to this unnatural
position the muscles of the eyes are unduly strained and suffer

from overwork. Mere work upon the side is in some districts

insufficient to set up the diseas3, for during a period of six years

only two cases were noticed among the 14,000 Mansfeld copper
miners. As these men use open lights, it is not unnatural that

nystagmus should have been ascribed by some doctors to the

insufficient illumination afforded by the safety lamp. Snell

combats this hypothesis, and cites cases of the disease in persons

who have never used a safety lamp ; therefore the w\ant of a

better light cannot be the only cause. To a layman it seems
quite possible that both views may be correct; the two sets of

doctors agree that the disease is produced by ovei'-strain of the

ocular muscles, and as either of the two causes appears capable

of occasioning such a strain, why should there be a difficulty in

admitting both explanations ?

The great heat of the workings on the Comstock t lode has

been mentioned in the early part of this chapter, and many men
are said to have lost their lives from it, being picked up dead
in the mine. New-comers suffered more than the old hands.

There was also the danger of falling into scalding water; men
fell accidentally into pools of water at a temperature of 157° or

158° and perished in great suffering from their skin peeling off.

In some cases the effect of the hot air on the men is said to

have been beneficial, acting like a succession of Turkish baths.

When the heat on the Comstock lode first became intense, the
miners suffered from pneumonia and rheumatism, because they
went out at once into the cold and freezing atmosphere at the

top of the shaft, although only a few minutes before they had
been in the heated atmosphere of the lower levels. Such sudden
changes of temperature were naturally injurious ; and experience

soon taught the men and the managers that risks of this kind
could not be run with impunity. Good rooms were erected at

the tops of the shafts, in which the men could change their

clothes, and some were provided with baths. These precautions

soon brought about an improvement in the general health of the

men.
In ordinary mining operations, men are rarely subjected to a

pressure considerably above that of the surrounding atmosphere
;

but as work in compressed air is occasionally necessary, it is

well that the student should be reminded of its danger to health.

Men who are employed in making foundations for bridges or in

driving tunnels, where compressed air is used as a means of

* Miners' Nystagmus, Bristol, 1892.

+ Lord, " Comstock Mining and Miners." Monofjraphs U.S. Geol. Surveij^

vol. iv., Washington, 1SS3, pp. 374 to 399.
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keeping out water, suffer at times from paralysis and intense

pain in the back. These effects of the continement seem to he

mainly felt on coming out into a less dense atmosphere, and may be

lessened by prolonging the stay in the air-lock, and so causing the

diminution of pressure to be felt gradually.

5. THRIFT.—Remarks upon the condition of the miner
would be incomplete without some mention of the following

subjects:—(i) Provision against loss of pay from sickness acci-

dents, strikes, and old age
; (2) Obtaining medical attendance at

a small cost
; (3) Procuring supplies of food and clothing upon

the most reasonable terms.

Provident societies are no new thing for the miner ; it has been
pointed out by Dr. Wahle, the Director of the Mining Depart-

ment at Freiberg, that they date back in Saxony to the

fifteenth century, and are as old as mining itself. In this

country at the present day three systems are in vogue : clubs

for individual mines, general relief societies for large districts,

and, lastly, the ordinary friendly societies, not confined to miners,

which are resorted to by all classes of workmen.
In Cornwall and Devon, and in many pai*ts of Wales, there is

a club for each mine, and the men agree to a deduction being

made from their wages every month for " doctor and club." At
many mines the monthly deduction for the doctor is either six-

pence, or one shilling, according as he attends the miner only, or

his family also.* Under the pr'ovisions of the Stannaries Act,

1887, some of the old grievances of the Cornishmen have been

made to disappear. Each man has a right to choose his own
doctor, to w^hom the amount deducted from his wages is paid.

If a surgeon renders himself unpopular by not attending to a
case with sufficient care, the men do not select him another time,

and his pay and reputation suffer. This check upon the doctors

seems to be a sufficient guarantee of the system working smoothly,

and to the satisfaction of those most interested in the matter—viz.,

the men themselves.

The usual deduction for "club" is 6d., and in a few cases gd.

per man per month ; the usual " hurt pay " for disablement is

IS. per day. In the event of a fatal accident the funeral expenses

are borne by the mine, and sometimes the sum of ;^io is given to

the widow or dependent relatives, or a levy of is. per man is

made for their benefit.

The great faults of this system are : First, the want of some
provision for widows, oiphans, or dependent relatives of persons

killed by accidents ; secondly, the fact that a man loses his " hurt

pay " and is probably thrown on the parish if the mine in

which he had been working is stopped ; thirdly, the want of any

* Fo&ter and Pike, " Suggestions for the Formation of a Miners' Per-

manent Club and Kilief (Society for Cornwall and Devon," Froc. Min. Inst.

CurnicoU, vol. i., p. i.
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provision for ordinary sickness. Of course the first and third
objections might be removed by increasing the monthly subscrip-
tions, but the second would still remain—viz., the uncertainty of
the benefits being kept up permanently.

Far better than the clubs of individual mines are the perma-
nent relief societies, of which British miners have reason to be
proud. There are now nine of these societies in difterent parts
of England and Wales, and there is also a central society for
promoting and watching over their interests and extending their
work to new districts.*

Though started for colliers, these societies include many iron-
stone miners and some lead miners and slate quarriers among
their members. According to the annual report of the Asso-
ciation for 189 1, there were 268,971 persons members of

these relief societies in the year 1890, whilst the total number
employed in and about the mines of the United Kingdom was
674,434, inclusive of those employed on private branch railways
and tramways, and in washing and coking coal on premises adja-
cent to or belonging to the mine.

The exact nature of one of these societies will be best appre-
ciated by examining the rules of the largest, which has done,
and is still doing, much excellent work in the North of England.f
As it includes the Cleveland ironstone district, although this

does not appear from the title, it is specially adapted for my
purpose. Its objects are very clearly defined thus :

" The objects of this Society are the raising of funds by volun-
tary subscriptions amongst the members thereof, and by donations
from others to make provision in case of fatal and non-fatal

accidents as follows

:

" (a) A sum at the death of a member.
"(6) A weekly allowance to the widow and children of married

members.
" (c) A weekly allowance to members who suffer from non-fatal

accidents.
" (d) An allowance to the parent, or sister, or brother of a deceased

member during sickness or other infirmity,

"(e) Also to make a provision for miners over 60 years of age who are
permanently unfit to work, the allowance to be paid to be in
accordance with the contributions received."

The weekly contribution of each member is 4d., and of a half-

member

—

i.e., a boy under 18 I only 2d. Three-eighths of these
sums are devoted to the superannuation fund.

* Central Association for Dealing with Distress caused by Minino-
Accidents, 31A, King Street, Wigan ; George L. Campbell, Secretary.

+ Rules of the Northumberland and Durham Miners' Permanent Relief
Fund Friendly Society. Established June 7, 1862. Ciiief Office—
5, Queen's Square, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 1892.

X A boy under i8 but over 16 may be a whole member if he likes
; a

boy under 16 can only be a half member.



692 ORE AND STONE MINING.

The benefits are in the case of

1. Non-fatal accidents.

2. Fatal accidents.

3. Old age.

If a member is disabled by an accident for more than a week,
but not less, he receives the sum of 5s. a week or lod. per work-
ing day, and a half-member 2s. 6d. per week or ^d. per day. The
payments go on in this way for twenty-six weeks, when, if the

person is still disabled, he becomes entitled to the higher relief

of Ss. per week, or 4s. if he is a half-member, so long as he is

unable to work from the effects of the accident.

In the case of a death by accident, the widow of a married

member receives a legacy of ;^5, the relatives of an iinmarried

member receive ;(^2^, and those of a half-member ;2^i2. The
widow also draws 5s. a week from the funds for the rest of her

life, so long as she remains unmarried, and 2s. a week for each

child, until the boys are thirteen and the girls fourteen years of

age.

Aged and infirm members over sixty years of age who are

certified medically to be unfit to follow their employment receive

4s. per week ; but the amount of the pension may be reduced if

the funds at any time are insuflicient to keep up the present

allowance.

During the year 1891 this Society had 113,124 members; the

contributions of the members amounted to ^90,169, those of the

owners of collieries to_;^4S6o, in addition to which there was an
income of ^^5208 from invested funds. The following claims

were made upon the Society :

Minor Accidents.— 16,500 claims for relief were made; the

average length of the period of disablement was about 3^ weeks
each.

Permanent Disablement.—195 claims for accidents that have
caused disablement lasting more than 26 weeks; the average

duration of each is estimatetl to be 3 g years.

Fatal Accidents.—93 widows came on to the funds.

Children,—185 children came on to the funds.

Old Age.—442 new claims for superannuation were made.
According to the report of the Central Association * the nine

societies gave relief for 754 deaths by accidents, and for 39,411
cases of disablement dui'ing the year 1890.

We learn from the Reports of Inspectors of Mines that there

were 1206 deaths from accidents at all the mines of the United
Kingdom in that year, consequently it is evident that a large pro-

portion of the victims of these fatalities were insured, and that

* Central Association for Dealing with Distress Caused by Mining Acci-

dents. Report of the Pio-eediugs at the Ticelfth Annual Conference, London,
1891, Tablets VI. and VH., pp. 36-7.
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tlieir families or dependent relatives received some form of

relief.

Altogether there were 2395 -widows and 3496 children receiving

benefits from the funds of the nine societies in the year 1 890.

The percentage proportion of the contributions of the colliery

owners to those of the ordinary members is less in the Northumber-

land and Durham Society than in the others. In 1S90 it repre-

sented only 57 per cent.,* whilst in the Lancashire and Cheshire

Society it was 24-1 per cent., in the North Wales Society 25*2 per

cent., and in the Monmouthshire and South Wales Society 24 per

cent. If we turn to Table IX. of the report, the reason of this

difference becomes apparent; it will be seen that all, or a very

large number, of the members of these three societies have

entered into an agreement with the owners not to bring any
claim against them under the Employers' Liability Act of 1880,

or, to use the common expres-sion, they have "contracted them-

selves out of the Act." They consider that the employer's con-

tribution Ls worth more to them than the chance of occasionally

obtaining compensation by proving negligence against him in a

court of law.

Enough has been said to show the present state of the volun-

tary system of relief as it now exists in England and Wales

;

much of the distress caused by mining accidents is reheved by the

nine principal societies, and, in addition, there are numerous
smaller societies established for individual mines, having in the

main the same objects as the larger ones.

Something more is needed—viz., relief in sickness, and old

age pensions for all. Some of the existing clubs of individual

mines give sick pay to their members, and there are the ordinary

Friendly Societies established on a far firmer basis, which can be

resorted to by the miner like any other workman. As far there-

fore as sicknis? is concerned there is machinery available by
which the miner in any part of the kingdom can make the neces-

sary provision for himself and his family.

If he requires a pension, he can get one upon the very best

security by going to the nearest Post Ofiice. A young man of

twenty can obtain a deferred annuity of 5s. a week, commencing
at the age of sixty, by paying ^2 2>^. 4d. a year, or lod. a week.

If the person wishes to discontinue his insurance, he can do so,

and all the money he has paid will be returned to him, provided

that an instalment of the annuity has not become due. However,

as the facilities afforded by the Post Ofiice have not been utilised

to any great extent, compared with the numbers of the working

classes, and as a large number of persons spend the last years of

their lives and end their days as paupers in the workhouse, it is

thought by most people that something more should be done. Great

* Oj). cit. Tables IV. and V., pp. 3^-5.
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difference of opinion exists upon the subject; much has been

written, and still more said during the last few years, and the

controversy has raged mainly upon the question of State aid.

The proposals may be summed * up as involving one of the three

following principles

:

1. State endowment.
2. State assistance.

3. State compulsion.

1. The first, that of Mr. Charles Booth, means the free gift by

the State of a pension of 55. a week to every citizen on attaining

the age of sixty-five years.

2. The best known scheme coming under the second head is

that proposed by a Parliamentary Committee,t presided over by

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P. Its main features are as follows

:

If a young man pays ;^5 to the Post Office Savings Bank before

the age of twenty-five, he is to be at once cx-edited with ^{^15

more from a State pension fund ; he will then have to pay ^i a.

year to the Post Office for forty years, and at sixty-five he will

become entitled to a pension of 5s. a week. If he dies before the

age of sixty-five, there are arrangements for granting a pension

to his widow and children. It is also proposed that a male shall

be able to purchase a pension of 5s. a week on payment of one-

half of the sums just mentioned ; but in this case there is no
2>rovision for a family.

3. The last plan of providing old age pensions is that which

has been advocated for so many years and with so much skill by
the Rev. Canon Blackley. He would compel every one to de-

posit with the State, before the age of twenty-one, a sum of about

^10, which would suffice to provide him with a pension of 55.

a week on attaining his sixty-fifth year. Canon Blackley points

out that in his youth, before marriage, a man would be able to

make the proposed saving, and that after this he would no

longer be troubled by the thought of not being able to keep up
his payments.

Many arguments may be adduced in favour of each of the

three principles of old age pensions, but opinions concerning

them must largely depend upon the " personal equation " of the

individual—that is to say, upon his general views regarding the

interference of the State in such matters.

The Gordian knot of this difficult question has been cut in

Germany by the Law of Insurance against Old Age and Infirmity J

paiised in 1889. Under this law the means for providing the

allowances to infirm and aged persons are made up of contribu-

* Reports of the Cldef Registrar of Fricndlj Societies for the Year 1891,

London, 1S92, p. 26.

f The Times, London, May 21, 1S92.

Trauslatcdiu Parliamentary Paper (C—5S27), 18S9, price 3 ic^.
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tions from the State, the employers and the persons insured, the

two latter paying like amounts.

The method of insurance may be briefly described as that of

State compulsion with State aid, together with obligatory contri-

butions from the employer. This bold experiment will be watched
with interest.

This subject of thrift must not be concluded without a few
words about one requisite for the treatment of diseases—viz.,

hospitals. In this country the provision of such institutions is

frequently left to private benevolence; in the great tin mining
centre of Redruth, for instance, the burden of ensuring accom-
modation for the sick and injured has been taken by a charitable

owner of mineral property. According to the balance sheets

of the institution from 1885 to 1892, he has paid on an average

more than 40 per cent, of the total cost, which exceeds ^^1300
yearly ; the remainder is met by contributions from private per-

sons, companies working mines in the neighbourhood and their

workmen.
The Oakeley Hospital at Blaenau Festiniog, which ministers to

the ills of some of the quarrymen, was built by the landowner,

and is now supported by the largest slate mine.

Many of the large Continental mines keep up establishments of

this kind, and throw them open gratis to their employes. The
same plan is adopted by some of the large British companies
working mines abroad, and even at Boryslaw, where much of the

mining is being carried on in the most primitive manner, a Gali-

cian company supports a small hospital, and admits not only its

own servants, but also any urgent cases requiring surgical or

medical attendance.

Fortunately, it often happens that a mine has not accidents

enough to require the constant use of a hospital and the entire

services of a surgeon. This is the case, for instance, at some large

mines near Ems ; the company has built a hospital and keeps it in

readiness, in case cf accidents or sickness, with a doctor on the
premises ; but, in consideration of his small stipend, he is allowed

to have three rooms at his disposal in which he can treat private

patients. In the United States sick and injured miners sometimes
go to private hospitals, which are managed by medical men.

Before complete recovery from an illness or the effects of an
accident, a man passes through a period of convalescence, during
which he requires little medical aid, but depends for his linal

restoration to health mainly upon good food, quiet and regular

living, and plenty of fresh air. It is a question in some mining
districts whether it is better to support a convalescent home in the

locality itself, or to subscribe to one at a distance. The latter

plan is in many cases cheaper, owing to the smaller cost

for general expenses ; and at the same time it is better for the

patient, who profits by the change of aii' and scene, which iu
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themselves are powerful remedial agents. In a small island like

ours, it is not difficult as a rule for the patient to get to the

sea coast without a ruinous expenditure of money in railway-

fares. At some of the sea-side convalescent homes a miner may-

be boarded and lodged for three weeks at a total cost of ;^i i6s.;

therefore if a mine is employing 500 men, and each man sub-

scribes ^d. per month of four weeks, more than ;^I3 can be raised

annually, or sufficient to give seven invalids a stay of three weeks
each at the sea.

In writing upon the question of thrift, mention must be made of

co-operative societies, which give the workman the opportunity of

baying his food and clothing at the most reasonable rates. They
are so well known nowadays that no description of their advantages

is requii-ed ; but it is well to point out that their success does not

necessarily depend upon their ha\4ng a very large number of

customers, such as could only be expected in a v^ery populous

district. Two instances of co-operative societies in the Isle of

Man prove this fact, and show that such an institution may
prosper commercially, and do good and useful work in a mere
village depending upon a mine employing only 200 or 300
persons underground.

6. RECREATION.—I am well aware that many will say

that in the matter of recreation the mine manager had better

not intei-fere at all ; I do not take this view. Men and boys

require diversions of some kind in order to refresh their bodies

after toil, and the manager of a large mine often has the oppor-

tunity of directing their amusements into the best channels.

Tastes differ : some men will find relaxation in reading, and
will be glad to be able to bori'ow books from a library ; others

are musical, and will prefer to join a band ; boys, in spite of hard

bodily work at the mine, will delight in active games as soon as

they are free. As an example of what may be done I will cite the

names of tlie clubs established at the collieries of the Douchy Com-
pany in the north of France as recreative institutions : Archers,

crossbowmen, gymnasts, philharmonic, and pigeon fanciers. It

will be seen from this list that a great many different tastes

have been studied in order to encoui-age the men to employ their

spare time in a wholesome manner instead of going to pot-houses,

to the injury of their purses, if not to the detriment of their

health.

An example on this side of the Channel may be taken from

the extensive collieries in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire,

owned by Colonel Seely, M.P., who has established workmen's

clubs, cricket club, football club, pig club, a band, and an annual

flower show for the benefit of his men. The cricket ground is

one of the best in Derbyshire, and the club-house is a large build-

ing containing three billiard-tables, reading and smoking rooms,

and a lending library ; the members can obtain any sort of
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refreshment they like at reasonable prices. The band plays
three times a week in the club grounds. In addition, each sepa-

rate collieiy has its club with a billiard-table, and other appli-

ances for recreation. All these institutions are under the control

of committees of the workmen, presided over by the General
Manager.
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CHAPTER XVII.

ACCIDENTS.

Death-rate of miners from accidents—Relative accident mortality under
ground and above ground—Fatalities : underground, from falls of

roof, from accidents in shafts, from blasting accidents, from under-
ground tires, from irruptions of water and sundry other causes

—

Accidents above ground—Boiler explosions—Non-fatal accidents

—

Ambulance trainmg.

Few persons will deny the dangers of the miner's calling ; some, how-
ever, consider that the public form an exaggerated idea of these

perils from dwelling too much upon occasional colliery explosions.

Death-rate of Miners from Accidents.—In the first place

comes the question : What is a dangerous trade ? If we look at

the vital statistics quoted from Dr. Ogle in the last chapter, it

appears that the majority of miners, thanks, partly, to their

starting originally with a more than average good constitution,

lead a longer life than many tradesmen in towns. In spite of

the diseases and accidents to which he is liable, the average miner
is better off than most people would have supposed, before they
became acquainted with the figures. On the other hand, if we
limit our attention to accidents, we find that the miner gets far

more than his share.

It may be asserted without fear of contradiction that a calling

with an annual mortality of i per 1000 from accidents, is

hazardous. The statistics concerning accidents in this country
are given annually in the statistical summaries prepared by Her
Majesty's Inspectors of Mines; and it will be seen from the
published figures that, taking all the mines in the United
Kingdom and including casualties above and below ground,
there was an average annual mortality from accidents of 2*18

per 1000 persons employed during the ten years 1873 ^^ 1882
inclusive, and that in the next decade the mortality dropped to

178 per Tooo.

In this country an accident is classed as fatal if it causes

the death of the injured person within a year and a day of

the date of the occurrence; it is therefore possible that in

certain very rare cases, when more than a year elapses before a
man succumbs to his hurts, an accident may be registered as

nou-fatal, although it finally turns out to be fatal. Cases of
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this kind are so few that the correctness of the British statistics

cannot be appreciably affected by them.
In an interesting report upon the Exhibition held in Berlin in

1S89 of appliances for the prevention of accidents, M. Paul
Habets gives a careful summary of the progress realised in

Belgium, France, Great Britain, and Prussia.* He divides his

results into periods of ten years

:

Table I.

Anntoal Death-ratefrom Accidents per 1000 Persons Employed,

Period.
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Act presents decidedly more perils than work at mines under the
Metalliferous Act. Speaking roughly, the relative degrees of

danger were as 1 1 to 8 in the first period and 9 to 7 in the second.

In order to make the comparison of any real value, it is neces-

sax-y to go somewhat further. Owing to the amount of labour

required for " dressing," the proportion of surface hands is much
larger at a tin, copper, lead, or slate mine, than at a colliery. In
round numbers about one-fifth of the persons employed at mines
under the Coal Mines Regulation Act work above ground, and four-

fifths underground ; at mines under the Metalliferous Mines Act
the proportions are two-fifths above ground, and three-fifths under-

ground. Consequently, as the proportion of the surface hands
Avith a small risk is twice as great in one case as in the other, it is

impossible properly to compare the risks of the underground
workers until this source of error has been eliminated. The
death-rates calculated separately are as follows :

Table III.

Average Annual Death-rafe from Accidents per 1000 Persons
employed in and about the Mines of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland.

Decennial Period.
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Act, and the latter is worse than 2-572 (Table III.). Conse-

quently the average underground slate -quarrier has a more
perilous calling than the average colUer.

While correcting one misapprehension I must guard against

another, and point out that the Coal Mines Eegulation Act applies

to mines of coal, stratified ironstone, shale, and fireclay. Therefore
the figures given do not refer solely to coal-mines, and do not re-

present precisely the risks of the collier, and it becomes necessary

to examine whether the introduction of certain disturbing

elements affects the average risk to any great extent or not.

Compared with coal, the amounts of fireclay, ironstone, and
shale are small, and the total quantity of these minerals raised

in 1893 was less than 6 per cent, of the weight of the coal ; any
error caused by the introduction of ironstone and other mines, is

likely therefore to be inconsiderable. After coal, the most
important mineral wrought under the Coal Mines Act is ironstone,

and more than half the total quantity raised is obtained in the
Cleveland district. From the figures given in the reports of the
inspectors of mines, I find that from 1873 to 1882 there were 183
deaths from accidents underground in the Cleveland district,

with an average annual underground staff of 6863 persons, con-

sequently the average death-rate was 2'66 per 1000; in the
following decennial period it was 2*2 1 per 1000.* Both these
proportions are higher than the corresponding ratios calculated

for the whole of the mines under the Coal Mines Act ; therefore

if all disturbing factors were eliminated, we may fairly assume
that the average underground death-rate at the coal-mines proper
did not exceed the figures given in Table III.

On the other hand, I must remark that the Metalliferous Mines
Regulation Act applies to all mines not included under the Coal
Mines Act, and the statistics under the former Act refer not only
to mines woiked for ores, but also to salt-mines and underground
slate and stone quarries. The figures quoted cannot be taken as

relating solely to true metalliferous mines.

For the sake of comparison I have extracted from the annual
reports of the inspectors of mines, the figures for the metalliferous

mining district of Cornwall and Devon, including also a few
mines in Somersetshire and Dorsetshire. During the ten
years 1873 to 1882 there were 280 deaths from accidents under-
ground, with an average underground staff of 10,629 persons.

This means an average annual death-rate among the underground
workers of 2'63 per 1000. The corresponding figure for the ten
years 1883 to 1892 was found to have been 2-54 per 1000.

The conclusions ariived at from these statistics are, first, that

* From 1873 to 1S83 the published statistics refer to the whole of the
North Riding of Yorkshire, where a little coal is worked, but not in suffi-

cient quantity to affect the ratios perceptibly; since 1S83 tlie Cleveland
figures have been kept entirely separate.
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tha mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Act are not always
more destructive of life than the mines under the Metalliferous

Mines Regulation Act ; and secondly, that certain mines worked for

metallic ores, such as the iron mines of Yorkshire, and the tin and
copper mines of Cornwall and Devon, present more dangers to the

underground worker than an average colliery, in spite of the

almost complete absence of explosions of gas. In other words, as

has been pointed out repeatedly, fire-damp is not the worst enemy
the miner has to contend with. It is very evident also that if

different classes of mines are to be compared as regards dangers,

the figures must be restricted to those working below ground ; and it

is to be regretted that some of the ofiicial reports concerning mines
in other countries afford no means of making the proper compa-
rison. On the other hand, foreigners sometimes complain that our
British statistics do not give them the true coal-mining accidents

separately ; but when the two minerals, coal and ironstone, are

being worked in the same pit, and when the preliminary and
exploratory work is common to both minerals, it is impossible to

draw any strict line of division.

Classification of Accidents.—In order to obtain some general

ideas concerning the kinds of accidents which occur at mines we
must begin by classifying them. The basis of such a classification

may be either the place where the accident happened, or the

cause of the occurrence. Usually the classification is founded
upon both.

Following the plan which was adopted in the early days of

mine inspection in this country, the British classification begins

by separating the accidents which happened underground from
those which took place at the surface, and then the underground
accidents are arranged under the four main heads :

Explosions of fire-damp or coal-dust.

Falls of ground.
In shafts.

Miscellaneous.

The classification is not strictly logical, because it to a certain

extent mixes up cause and place ; there may be explosions of fire-

damp or falls of ground in shafts, but these would naturally be

placed under the headings which most particularly describe them,
so that the heading " in shafts " does not always include every

accident which has happened there. However, the classification

has been used so long, and is so well understood, that it would be
absurd to make any great alteration now.

The relative importance of each of these classes is brought out

by the following table, which has been calculated for the same
periods as the preceding one :
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Underground In Shafts

^Miscellaneous.

On SUikFACE

Table V.

Classification of Accidents.

^Explosions op Fire-Damp or Coal-Dust.

Falls OF GROUND, p^^"^ of ^o?f-

( „ ,, side.

/ Overwinding.
Ropes and chains breaking.
Whilst ascending or descending by

machinery.
Falling into shafts from surface.
Things falling from surface.

Falling from part way down.
Things falling from part way down.

\ Miscellaneous in shafts.

f
Explosions of gunpowder, &c.
Suffocation by gases.

Irruptions of water.
Falling into water.

On inclined planes.

By trams and tubs.

By machinery underground.
Sundries underground.

By machinery on surface.

Boilers bursting.

On railways and tramways.
Miscellaneous on surface.

Explosions of Fire-Damp or Coal-Dust.—With few excep-

tions, fatalities from explosions of fire-damp in this country are

confined to coal mines.

Falls of Ground.—Table TV. indicates plainly what point

requires the special attention of the mine-owner, in his endeavours

to ward ofi' the dangers which threaten his workmen. By far the

largest proportion of fatalities occur from falls of ground ; and the

same story is told by the statistics of other countries. Without
attempting to refer to all the information which is published on
the subject, it will suffice to say that 36 percent, of the deaths at

Prussian* coal mines in 1891, and 47 per cent, of those at the ore

mines, are ascribed to this cause. This cannot be a matter of

surprise when we consider the conditions under which the miner
carries on his labour : in the overhand stopes of an ore mine, he is

constantly taking down the roof abov^e his head ; in working away a

stratified deposit, he is continually pushing forward under a fresh

part of the overlying stratum, which may have concealed and un-

suspected joints ; at other times, he is engaged in removing from
the parent bed huge masses of rock weighing many tons each

;

no wonder, therefore, that he is occasionally caught by a fall.

These accidents are best guarded against by incessant watchful-

ness on the part of the men nd masters, by putting in supports,

even when they do not appear imDjediately necessary, and by

* ZeU.-ichr. f. B.-H.-u. S.-Wesen, 'ol. xl,, 1S93, p. 32.
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regulations defining how closely props shall be sot. Testing the
ground by " sounding"

—

i.e., by striking it with the hammer and
noticing the sound emitted—often enables the workman to detect

whether the rock is firm or not ; but the indication is not always
reliable. If the mass of rock is large, it may " sound " all right,

and yet not be firmly attached as supposed. Besides, ground
which is pel fectly firm and safe when first laid bare by the miner,
will often lose its stability with the lapse of time. Air and mois-
ture penetrating into the minute concealed joints and acting for

months or years have the effect of gradually loosening the adher-
ence of the rock masses ; the constant shaking produced by
blasting, to say nothing of minute but oft-repeated earth tremors,

are all acting in the same way, and therefore the miner has no
right to conclude that places which were safe originally are going
to continue so for ever.

Shaft Accidents.—The principal dangers that beset the
miner in shafts are manifest from the different headings, and
many of the means of guarding against them have already
been explained in the chapters upon winding and descent and
ascent. It must not be supposed that all the accidents classified

under the third heading in the British statistics occurred during
the ordinary times of going up and down ; this division also

includes fatalities which took place while men were occupied in

making repairs, or were using machinery not intended for the
purpose of raising men. The German official statistics contain

a table in which these irregular ascents or descents are eliminated,

and make it possible to institute a comparison between the relative

degrees of safety of the different methods of obtaining access

to the workings. Judging by the result of the ten years 1881
to 1890, the death-rate from accidents per 1000 persons was
o'o6o with the cage, o*o66 with ladders, and o-ig6 with the man-
engine ; this last contrivance is therefore far more dangerous than
the cage or ladders, although the list of man-engine fatalities was
not swollen by any big catastrophe, such as happened in the
previous decennial pei-iod. A distinction must be made between the
single-rod and the double-rod machines, and the Prussian statistics

include many of the latter. It will be readily understood that

a fall in a naked shaft with few fixed platforms is far more likely

to be fatal than a fall in the shaft of a single-rod machine, which
is closed completely with the exception of the small manholes
at intervals of 1 2 feet. As far as I am aware, no accident on a
single-rod man-engine in Cornwall, even when a rod has broken
with inen on it, has ever caused more than one death ; but there

are two bad cases on record with double-i-od engines in Germany.
In the year 18S0 eleven men met with their death at Abraham

mine near Freiberg by being precipitated down the shaft when one
of the rods broke while they were " riding " upon it. It appeared
from the official inquiry that the timber rod had become rotten,
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and that it ought to have been changed long before the accident.

The other })ad fattility was at Rosenhof shaft near Clausthal in the

Hartz, whore again eleven poor miners were sudde'.ily killed from

a similar breakage. These two accidents prove the incorrectness

of the statement made by those who extol the man-engine at the

expense of the cage, and say that no accident can happen with the

former except through the miner-'s own carelessness ; but when
making any such comparison it is essential to know precisely

which kind of man-engine is meant. Thus if we take the case of

Cornwall, where the double-rod machine no longer exists, we find

just the reverse of what appears in Pru.ssia. The death-rate from

accidents on man-engines in Cornwall and Devon during the seven

years 1873 to 1879 * was 0*14 per 1000 persons using them, whilst

the annual death-iate per 1000 persons using ladders was higher

—

viz., o"2i. If the actual distance travelled had been taken into

account, the scale would turn more decidedly in favour of the

man-engine.

In the Prussian figures just quoted, the ladder appears but

little more dangerous than the cage; probably most of the mines

provided with ladders are much shallower than those fitted with

cages, so that if the men had been obliged to ascend from equal

depths in both classes of mines, the list of ladder accidents

would no doubt have been largely increased.

The Belgian machines, called warocqiceres after their con-

structor, are rendered safer than the Hartz or Saxon man-
engines by hadng a railing round the back of each platform

on the rods. Some of the double-rod machines are made with

large platforms, so that two persons can stand on them.

Miscellanoous Accidents JJndevgvoand.—Explosions of
GiDipowder, <i'c.—Blasting accidents, which head this class, are

possibly less numerous than many people would suppose, when
refiecting upon the lai'ge quantities of gunpowder and other more
powerful explosives which are annually consumed by the miner.

They occur in many ways :

a. Accidental ignition of powder, while canying it or handling

it, from a spark of the candle.

h. Getting in the way of blasts, either from not retiring to a

safe place, or from a hang-fire of the fuse, or from erroneously

supposing that a fuse had not been ignited by the "snuff."

c. Ignition of the charge during the operation of tamping.

Sometimes, no doubt, a spark is struck by an iron rammer and
communicates fire to the charge by a train of powder lying either

behind the fuse or in ragged portions of a hole bored in " vuggy "

ground ; in other cas-s it is thought that just as German
tinder can be ignited by the mere compression of air, so the

* Jicporh of n.M. Jn.tpcdjrs of 211nea for the Year 1S79, London, 18S0,

p. 425-
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charge itself may be fired by hard ramming at the commence-
ment. The number of accidents of this class has been reduced
by the introduction of the nitroglycerine explosives, which will

exert their useful effect without hard tamping.
d. Illegally boring out or picking out the tamping of holes

which have missed fire.

e. Exudation of nitioglycerine from dynamite left exposed to

water in a hole which has missed fire. The sensitive oil may explode

when the adjacent rock is struck by the pick or drill.

/. Unexploded remnants of dynamite or gun-cotton. It occa-

sionally happens that the whole of a charge of one of the
nitroglycerine or pyroxyline explosives does not go off com-
pletely : after firing a shot the miner may find that the blast

has not rent the rock to the bottom of the hole, but has left a
"socket"; to save himself a few inches of boring, he sometimes
is tempted to use this in starting the next hole. Such proceed-

ings have been proved to be most dangerous, for the blows of

the steel tool may fire the unexploded remnants, and cause a
serious disaster.

g. Miners, and indeed others, have been injured by the

explosion of the fulminate of mercury in the detonators, or caps,

when examining them incautiously, or while endeavouring to pick

out sawdust with which they were choked.

The golden rule is to ti'eat explosives as substances which will

and do explode, but it is naturally difficult for the miner who is

handling them day after day not to become somewhat callous to

their dangers.

Suffocation by Gases.^Few fatalities in this country ai-e put
down to suffocation by gases given off" naturally by the rocks.

Irruptions of Water.—Irruptions of water into mines happen
in three ways

:

Floods at the surface due to an unprpcedented rainfall.

Extending the workings too close to the bottom of the sea or a river.

Breaking into old workings full of water.

All these causes have occasioned disasters in mines. The first

danger may be avoided by keeping the top of every shaft of the
mine well above the level of the lowest land of the district. If

it happens that the only convenient site for a shaft is near the
bottom of a valley, the top may be built up with masonry strong
enough to resist a flood. Many lives were lost in Hungary in

May 1892, from the bursting of a waterspout, which caused water
to pour down some mine shafts.

Breaking into the flooded workings of old adjacent mines may
happen through want of knowledge or want of care. Defective
plans are one source of the irruptions, the miner being beguiled

into a false security by inaccurate surveys of the adjacent propei'ty,

or by ignorance that any workings had ever been made there before.
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The Coal Mines Act enjoins the precautions which are well known
to every miner in appi'oaching old workings—viz., boring holes in

advance for the purpose of tapping the water, before there is any
danger of the protecting partition giving way under the pressure

behind it. The water can then be drained ofl" slov/ly, and the

partition need not be broken down until all chance of flooding is

past.

On Inclined Planes.—Accidents may happen from men being

caught and knocked over by waggons, while they ai-e making use

of inclines as travelling roads ; the statutory manholes or refuge

niches are designed to prevent dangers of this kind, but a better

plan is to provide independent walking roads, or to partition off

the walking road from the railroad. At some mines the men are

prohibited from walking upon the inclines while trucks are being

drawn up and down, and work is stopped at the changes of the

shifts, in order to give them the means of descending and
ascending in safety.

By Trams and Tubs.—It would be strange if men were not

sometimes injured when moving tram waggons. Owing to an
imperfection in the road, a waggon may turn over and catch a

man in its fall, or in narrow levels a man may be nipped against

the side.

By Machinery Undtrground.—Proper fences will prevent some
of the fatalities from machinery underground, and such safeguards

1 >ecome all the more necessary in the dark or ill-lighted passages

of a mine, where one may have to assume a cramped position in

going past the moving mechanism.
Sundries Underground.—Under this heading will be found

various accidents which cannot be placed in one of the other sub-

divisions. The most serious are underground fires ; in fact, two of

the worst catastrophes known in mining have happened from this

cause; they are barely equalled by the worst explosions in collieries,

and go to prove a fact already insisted on—viz., that coal mining
is not the most perilous form of underground labour. I refer

now to the undeiground fires at De Beprs diamond mine and at

Pribram. In the year 1888 some of the timber in one of the

shafts at De Beers accidentally took fire, the flames spread rapidly

and soon filled the mine with smoke to such an extent that

twenty-four white men and 200 natives were suffocated. The
Pribram disaster of May 1892, was on an even larger scale.

Again, some accident or carelessness caused the ignition of the

timber in one of the shafts, and the burning wood produced
such fumes that 318* persons were asphyxiated in the mine, whilst

one died a few days after his rescue.

These are not the only cases of great disasters arising from fires.

* " Der Grubenbrand iu Pribram am 31 Mai 1S92,'' B. u. It. Z., 1S93,

p. 212.
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At the Mauricewood Colliery,* in i88g, sixty-three out of sixty-

tive men who were in the mine lost their lives through an under-
ground fire, the cause of which was never precisely ascertained

;

possibly a naked light carried on the head of one of the men came
in contact with the very dry timbering on an incline or with some
brattice cloth, and set it on fire. The accident was in no way due to

the fact that the mineral woi-ked was coal. Turning to ore mines,

we find, for instance, that fires have happened on more than one
occasion in the workings on the Corastock lode. Before the year

1869 they fortunately had no other evil efiect than driving the
men out of the workings ; but in April of that year a fire broke out

in the 800-foot level of the Yellow Jack mine, possibly from a candle

left near the timber, and it burnt along unnoticed until at last

a " stull" gave way and drove a blast of foul air and smoke into

the shafts. This happened at the change of shifts and thirty-four

miners were sufllbcated.t After unsuccessful attempts to rescue

the men, and when all hope of their being alive had been abandoned,
steam was forced into the mine two days after the accident for

seventy-two hours. This proved insuflicient, and steam was again

forced in for two days. The fire was not completely subdued for

several weeks, and even six months after the accident, smouldering
timber was sometimes met with. According to the experience

gained in this accident, steam is not effectual in extinguishing a

mine fire, though it is useful as a temporary expedient for pvirify-

ing the atmosphere of the mine and checking the flames, and so

rendering it possible to put in dams and cut off the supply of

oxygen to the conflagration.

In addition to the big catastrophe, there were several minor
accidents of a like nature, and forty-nine persons in all lost their

lives from vinderground fires at mines on the Ccmstock lode in

seventeen years X

A fire at the Calumet and Hecla copper mines on Lake
Superior in November 18S8 claimed eight victims, and in addition

to this loss of life caused a considerable loss of money. Judging
by the accounts which aie published from time to time in the

mining newspapers, underground fires are not so uncommon in ore

mines as one might suppose, and it may often depend upon a mere
chance whether they become fatal to life or not. With a mineral

so easily ignited as native sulphur,§ the occurrence of fires in the

Sicilian mines will not excite astonishment ; some of the accidents

arise from carelessness with lamps and in Jalasting, but the most
common cause is the heat generated by the friction of heavy

* Johnston arid Bell, " Mauricewood Colliery, Bqwrt to the Secretary

of State for the Home Department," Edinburgh, ibgo.

+ Lord, " Comstock Mines and Miners," Mvnuijraphs U.S. Geul. Survey
vol. iv., Washington, 1SS3, p. 269.

X Op. dt., p. 404.

§ lucista del Scrvizio JIuicrario ncl iSSS, Florence, iSqg p. 70.
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masses of the sulphur-bearing rock when there ai'e falls, which, as

has already been stated (Chapter VI.), are sometimes the result of

the method of working adopted. Many of the fires last for a

very long time, and in one instance sixty years elapsed before the

burning rock was extinguished. The number of accidents from
suffocation by sulphurous acid produced by underground fires at

the Sicilian mines is by no means small ; thirty-five persons

perished in this way during the five years 1884 to 1888, to say

nothing of four deaths from inhaling carbonic acid gas, and
thirteen deaths from sulphuietted hydrogen.*

The moral to be drawn from these unfortunate accidents is that

at all events the main shafts, or other approaches to the under-

ground workings, should be constructed in a manner calculated to

pi^event a repetition of such great disasters. Many of the shafts

in mines, especially those devoted to pumping, are so wet that

there is no fear of a fire even if they are lined with timber ; in

others the lining is of brickwork or masonry, and the guides are

made of steel rails or wire ropes ; the shaft is therefore uninflam-

mable. In very dry mines, on the other hand, the danger does

exist of the shaft being converted by some slight carelessness, or

by an accident with a lamp, into a huge blazing furnace, which
may send clouds of suffocating fumes into the workings and pre-

vent the exit of the miners or the entry of rescuers. To guard
against such a state of things, either timber linings may be

e.-chewed and replaced by incombustible linings, or the inflam-

mability of the wood may be reduced by keeping it damp. As
already pointed out, water is in some cases made to trickle over

the shaft timber in order to prevent its being attacked by
dry rot.

I have dwelt somewhat at length upon these fatalities from
fires, because of the very serious consequences which have resulted

from them in recent years.

Before passing on to the accidents which happen at the surface,

it may be well to call attention to two recent rescues of entombed
miners, as instances of the length of time men can exist without
food, so that in case of the accidental imprisonment efforts to

recover the sufl:erers may not be relaxed too soon. In July 1892
three miners were shut in by a fall at a brown-coal mine in

Bohemia, and were rescued after the lapse of no less than seventeen

days, during the whole of which time ihey were deprived of food,

though sufficiently supplied with drinking water. A shade more
wonderful is the escape of four men at Jeansville in Pennsylvania,!

in February 1891. Seventeen persons were shut in by the irrup-

tion of water into the mine from adjoining workings, and they
could not be reached vmtil the level of the water had been lowered

by pumping. When the rescuers were able to penetrate into the

* Op. cit.y-p. 54.

f Eng. Min. Jour,, vol. li. iSgi, p. 447.
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1

workings, eighteen days after the disaster, four of the seventeen
men were found alive, though of course extremely weak.
Accidents on the Surface.

—

By Machinery.—A very large

proportion of the surface accidents are such as might happen at

any factory. Though they cannot be prevented entirely, for men
and boys will sometimes go into the most unexpected places, much
good can be done by fencing ; and it is always well to err upon
the side of over-caution, and protect shafting or other moving
parts which may at first sight seem quite innocent. If the
lubricant cannot be supplied by one of the constant feeders, the

attendant should do the oiling, as far as possible, when the

machinery is stopped for meal-times or for some other purpose

;

the desirability of wearing tightly fitting clothes has already been
mentioned, and it is always advisable to have the means of

throwing machinery out of gear quickly, in case a person is caught
by it.

For putting belts on to pulleys, a special " shipper" is safer than
the hand.

Now that so many mines have circular saws, it is well to

recollect that the use of a guard, like the Lakeman guard foi-

instance, may occasionally save a man the loss of a finger or a
hand.

Looking at the fact that millions of slates that are made annually
by machines with revolving or guillotine-like knives, it is not strange

that through momentary inadvertence men should now and then
put the hand in a little too far and lose the end of a finger. It is

impossible for any mortal to be continually on the watch against

such occurrences as these, hour after hour and day after day, and
the marvel really is that in spite of distractions the human machine
works as correctly as it does.

Boiler Explosions.—The subject of boiler explosions concerns
the general manufacturer quite as much as it does the miner,
and it has been so thoroughly studied of late years that there

is no longer any reason for ascribing such occurrences to mys-
terious and inexplicable causes. Boilers burst from weakness,
which may be due to original malconstruction, to improper
treatment, or to ordinary wear and tear. It is very desirable

that every boiler should be cleaned out at least once in three months
and then carefully examined internally, a record being kept at the
ofiice signed by the person making the inspection. In England,
very many owners of boilers join such a society a.s the Manchester
Steam Users Association and have their boilers periodically

inspected by competent experts, who at the same time are able

to give many valuable hints concerning safe and economical
methods of working.

Miscellaneous on Surface.—Under this last heading are included

a vaiiety of accidents, v/hich need no special mention.
It would be interestiuijto know the exact number of accidents



71- ORE AND STONE-MINING.

Fig. 709.

which happen at open works, but unfortunately no official figures

are published showing death-rates for the whole Kingdom, such
AS are calculated in the case of true underground mining.

Judging by certain returns lately published,* it seems that some
open quariies are decidedly more dangerous than the average mine.

Non-fatal Accidents.—Statistics concerning non-fatal acci-

dents are of little use unless the extent of the injury is indicated in

some manner. The Mining Acts prescribe that all serious non-

fatal accidents, and all accidents causing personal injuiy arising

from any explosion of gas, powder, or of any steam boiler shall

be reported to the inspector. In France, on the other hand, the

official statistics f do not include non-fatal accidents which have
disabled the person for less than three weeks.

Mining is sometimes a source of risk to the public as well as to

the actual v/orkers. The commonest danger arises from unfenced
or insecurely fenced shafts, or, what are worse, shafts which

have been covered with timber and earth
and become forgotten. Every now and
then the local papers of mining districts

i^ecord the sudden and unexpected giving
way of a rotten "soUar," leaving a
yawning crater in what was thought to

be solid ground. Fatal accidents to men
and beasts have taken place in this

manner, to say nothing of many very
narrow escapes.

Ambulance Training.—Though pre-

vention is better than cure, and though
the number of casualties may be reduced,

it cannot be expected that mining will

ever be quite exempt from them. Pro-

vision should therefore be made to ren-

der those that do occur as little harmful
as possible. The Coal Mines Act of

1887 compels the owners of mines to

keep a supply of splints and bandages
ready, and many miners have learnt in

the school of actual practice how best

to assist their injured comrades before

the arrival of a doctor. Nowadays the

establishment of classes under the St.

John Ambulance Apsociation| has given the men the opportunity

of acquiring systematic instruction in the best methods of ren-

* lieport to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for the Home
Department by the Quarry Committee of Inquiry, London, 1894, Parlia-

raentary Paper [C.—7237.]

t Statiirtique de VIndustrie 3lin6fale et des Appareils a vapeur en France ct

en Algerie, pour I'Annee 1886, Paris, 1888, p. 95.

i St. John's Gate, Clerkenwell, London, E.G.
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dering first aid to tlie injured, and of moving them without
aggravjt'ug the mischief or causing needless pain. Miners
all over the world have reason to be grateful to this excellent

Society. Fig, 709 illustrates the " Furley " pattern stretcher, as

Fig. 710.

supplied by the St. John Ambulance Association, together with

the " Lowmoor Jacket," by means of which an injured person

can safely be placed at any angle. Figs. 710 and 711 represent the
" Ashford Litter," a two-wheeled carriage for the conveyance of

the injured person along roads. The former shows that the

Fig. 711.

bearers of the stretcher can pass between the wheels, by stepping

over a crank axle, and so avoid lifting the heavy weight over the

wheels. At large mines there should be a horse ambulance

carriage for the removal of sufi'erers.

Regular ambulance coi'ps have been established at some mines
;

probably the largest in the United Kingdom belongs to Colonel

Seely's collieries, already notable for the aid given to sports and

pastimes. The corps now musters some 400 men, or about one-
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tenth of the total number of employes ; the members wear a neat

uniform and are regularly drilled. Many others among the

workmen, though not belonging to the corps, have received

instruction in the ambulance classes. Incalculable good is done

by trained men of this kind, who are ready on the spot to render

first aid at any moment to an injured comrade and superintend

his removal to a hospital ; the excellent example thus set might
well be followed in all mining districts.
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shafts, 488
Air-reservoir, 16S

underground, advantages of,

169
Air-sollar, 4S6
Air-space required per man, 674, 676
Alabaster, occurrence of, in Italy,

51
Algachi silver mines, cold at, 669
Ali;eria, discovery of phosphate of

lime in, 96
Alkali Acts as affecting mines, 665
Alluvial beds, mode of working, 291

diamond deposits, 39
gold-mining, California, 318
tin ore deposits, 85

method of working, 316
Almaden, mercurial poisoning

among miners, 6S7
mine, 72

Alta, definition of, 1

1

in quicksilver mines, 73
Altenberg, calamine deposit, 19

Saxony, tin stockwork at, 84
Alum-stone, 20
Al unite, 20
Amalgam, retorting of, 598
Amalgamation, 616
Amber, dressing of, 618

liquefaction of, 598
mode of occurrence, 21
working for, 304

Ambulance corps, 713
training, 712

American phosphate kiln, 594
pitch pine, 227
system of boring, 137

Ammonite, 215

Ammeberg, Sweden, beds of zinc

blende at, 87
Amorpha canescens, 104
Amygdaloid, copper-bearing, of

Lake Superior, 35
Anaconda Mine, Montana, 37

gozzan, 102

Ar.dreasberg, St., man engine at,

535
Anemometers, 507
Angers, arc-lamp at, 524

Ar gers—continued.
slate mining, 314

Angle for ladders, 530
Angstrom's air-compressor, 165
Animals as indicators, 105
Anomalies in mineral repositories,

17
Anticlinals, 47, 48
Antimony ore, liquation of, 598

mode of occurrence, 21
Antiseptics applied to limber, 230
Anzin collieries, France, shower-

baths, 681
steel frames, 259

Arc-lamp at Angers, 524
Maros-Ujvar, 524
Mechernich, 524
Osceola Co. 's Mme, 525
Rio Tinto, 525

Ardennes, method of mining slate,

314
Arizona, copper in, 37
Armstrong's electric signalling, 533
Arrastra, 556, 618
Arrault, free-falling tools, 129

on boring rods, 125
Arsenic, preparation of, 619

flues, clothing worn when
clearing out, 673

Arsenical minerals, effects of in-

haling dust from, 686
ores, calcination of, 611, 613
mode of occurrence, 21
sores, 686

Arsenious acid, preparation of, 619
Artificial ventilation, 490
Aruba Island, origin of phosphate

of lime at, 69
Asbestos, dressing of, 619

mode of occurrence, 21

Ascensional theory of formation of
mineral veins, 15

Ascent, 526
Ashburner on the occurrence of

natural gas in the United States,

59
Aspen case, 9
Asphaline, 211
Asphalt, dressing of, 619

mode of occurrence, 22
rock, preparation for .-ale, 59S

Association of minerals, 97
Atkinson, Messrs. L. & C, on elec-

tric transmission of power, 172
Atlantic Copper Mine, Lake Su-

perior, 37
Atlantic- Pacific Tunnel, 437
Atlas powder, 214
Atmospheric weathering, 610
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Attaching hauling rope to hanger,

Otto system, 382
Attachment of rope to bucket, cage,

&c., 402
of waggons to endless rope,

368, 379
Auger, 113

for boring holes for blasting,

154
stem, 139

Australia, candle-holder used in,

515
trees used for mining purposes,

228
Australian puddling machine, 539
Austria, graphite in, 50

slides for de.-cenc used in, 527
Automatic dumping cage, 419

skip, 412
stopping gear to prevtnt over-

winding, 424
water tank, Bowdcn's, 440

Galloway's, 43S
Axles, attachment of, 357

lubrication of, 358

B

Back of lode, 106
Backstay, 366, 396
Bagnall's sleeper, 352
Bainbridge, Emerson, on miners'

cottages, 677
on steel beams, 256

Baird's machine, 204
Baku, occurrence of petroleum at,

65
Ballarat " indicators," 13, 16

Ball-grinders, 557
Ball-Norton magnetic separator,

603, 606
Ball stamp, 551
Band-wheel, 138
Banket, or auriferous conglomerate,

41
Barber, mine, 639
Barracks for workmen, Kimberley

Diamond Mines, 676
Mansfeld, 674
Mechernich, 674
North Wales, 676

Barrow drill, 183
Barytes, 23

bleaching of, 609
dressing of, 619
vein in Shropshire, 13

Eatea, 539
Bath, workings for freestone, 310

Bath-stone, 41
Bavaria, graphite in, 50
Baxter's stone breaker, 547
Bearer, 237
Beaumont's tunnelling machine,

206
Becker on inflammable gas in quick-

silver mines, 47S
on the Comstock lode, 76
on the interstitial space in

sandstone, 18

on tlie quicksilver deposits of
California, 71, 73

on the quicksilver deposits of
the Pacific slope, 16

Bed of pyrites at Eammelsberg
Mine, Hartz, 32

Bed-planks, 405
Bed-rock, 318
Beds, 5

crumpling of, 88
faults and irregularities in, 88
occurrence of zinc-blende in, 87
recovery of faulted portion, bg
temporary pillars, 315
worked with permanent pillars,

309
Bedson on the fumes produced by

roburite and tonite, 481
Bell box, 131
Bellite, 215
Bellom on loss in dressing, 630
Bell pits, Rouman^'a, 311
Belt, Brunton's endless. 5S5

Stein's endless, 586
Belts, picking, 542
Benching, 311
Bendigo gold-field, 47
Benzine, in preparation of ozokerite,

609
Bertrand Mill, work by rolls at, 556
Bex, Switzerland, blower of marsh

gas. 478
use of bosseyeuse, 224
workings for salt, 307

Bilbao, iron ores of, 102
Biram's anemometer, 507
BischofiF, Mount, dressing tin ore at,

630
Bishop's head, 457
Bismuth ore, magnetic separator

used in dressing of, 606
Bit for boring by hand, 157, 158
Bits for machine drills, iSi
Bituminous limestone, preparation

of, 59S
Val de Travers, 22

i;andstone in California, 22
treatment of, 619
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Biwabik iron mines, discovery of,

94
Blackett level, Northumberland, 435
Blackley, Rev. Canon, on old age

pensions, 694
Blake's stone-breaker, 546
Blanchet, pneumatic hoisting appa-

ratus, 427
Blanzy, boring ram at, 187
BUst, large, 290, 291
Blasting, accidents from, 706

explosives used for, 209
gases produced by, 481
gelatine, 214
Knox system, 162
laying dust produced by, 6S5
oil, 212
safety fuse for, 217
tools for charging holes for, 160
under water, fuses for, 217
with gunpowder, 217
with nitro-compounds, 218

Bleaching barytas, 609
Blende, dressing of, 625, 630

occurrence of, 85
separation of, from iron pyrites,

607
Blondin for raising stone from quar-

ries, 405
Blount on liquid carbonic acid in

minerals, 476
Blue-ground, 38

method of working, De Beers
mine, 341

Bluestone of Anglesey, 33
Boats, conveyance by, 372
Bochkoltz regenerator, 459
Bohemia, dressing of graphite in,

623
Boiler Explosion Acts, 666

explosions, 711
Bolsover collieries, miner's cottage,

677
Bonanza, definition of, 11

Booming, 293
Boots, 672

worn by rockmen, Festiniog,

673
Borax, 23

lake, California, 23
preparation of, 608
treatment of, in California, 620

Bord, 315
Bore-holes, conveying water to bot-

tom of, 187
deviation of, 148
extraction of minerals by, 304
for extracting salt, Middles-

brough, 305

Bore-holes

—

continued.

lining for, 131, 140
remedying deviation of, 130
removal of debris from, 118, 128,

141
surveying, 147
triangular, 159
uses of, 113

Borers, 157
Boric acid, mode of occurrence, 25

preparation of, 620
Boring, accidents to rods, &c., 130

ascertaining dip and strike of
strata, 132

at Port Clarence, 137, 142
by American system, cost of

142
by percussion with rods, 124

with rope, 137
by rotation, 113
crown, Docwra'sdiamond setting

for, 118
double-handed, 1.58

free-falling tools; Arrault, 129
Kind, 130

hand-power diamond drills for,

123
hand tools for, 154
head, Mather's, 145
holes for blasting, prevention of

dust, 685
holes of elongated section, 162
Mather and Piatt's system, 142
method of sinking shafts, 271
Oeynhausen's sliding joint, 128
pits for wire saw, 205
portable set of tools for hand-

power, 117
process of, 128
ram or bosseyeuse, 1S6
rods, iron, 125
single-handed, 158
tools, 127
with diamond drill, cost of, 122
with the diamond drill, 118
with wooden rods, 134

cost of, 136
speed of, 136

Boryslaw, dressing of ozokerite at,

626
mode of occurrence of ozokerite

at, 64
safety gear for hauling men,

531
sinking shafts with windlass,

3S8
steel rings for supporting shaft

linings, 265
Eg seveuse, 186
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Uosseyeuse —continued.
used for cutting groove, 224

Bower's coal-cutting machine, 206
Bowie, Hydraulic Mining, 293
Bowk, 408
Brain's high tension fuse, 220
Brandt's drill, 178
Brattice, 487
Breaker, Baxter's stone, 547

Blake's stone, 546
Gates' stone, 560
Hall's stone, 547
Lester's stone, 547
Marsden's stone, 547

Breaking ground, 151
machines, uses of, 564
up minerals, 542
use of holes for, 207

Breast boards, 236
Bricli linings for levels, 251

for shafts, 252, 267
Bridge-rails converted into sleepers,

353
Eridgman's ore-sampler, 635
Brine, evaporation of, 609

Pumping Act, 666
wells, 306

Briscale (Sicily), 102

Broach, 201

Broken Hill mines, 78
cost of boring by the diamond

drill at, 122

discovery of, 96
lead poisoning among miners,

687
outcrop of lode, 98
square set timbering, 249

Brough, on concrete liuings for

shafts, 254
on searching for iron ore with

the magnetic needle, 112
Brown coal bed at Briihl, 5
Bruccioni, 100
Bruckner furnace, 613
Briihl, bed of brown coal at, 5
Brunton's endless belt, 585

furnace, 596, 613
sampling machine, 635
tunneller, 206

Buchanan, magnetic separator,

604
Bucket of lifting pump, 448
Buckets, for descent and ascent,

531
for hoisting, 404

Bucking, 545
Buddies, 587
Bulkhead (hydraulic mining) 295
Bull, 1 58

Bullahdclah Mountain, N.S.W.,
alunite at, 20

Bull engine, 443
Bullion mine, heat at, 670
Bullock Manufacturing Co., dia-
mond drills, 119

Bull-wheel, 139
Bunch of ore, definition of, 11
Bunning, 330
Buntons, 237
Burckhardt and Weiss air-com-

pressor, 166
Burmah, oil-fields of, 65, 66

working without light in, 513
Butterfly valve, 453

Cae Coch Mine, Carnarvonshire, 309
mode of working, 309
occurrence of pyrites, 83
pumping with compressed air,

471
Cage, advantages of winding men

in, 688
Carn Brea mine, 533
Comstock lode, 418
for descent and ascent, 532
Junge hohe Birke mine, 533
^elf-dumping, 419

Calamine deposit, Altenberg, 19, 87
pansy, 104
roasting at Monteponi, 615

Calcarone, for sulphur rock, 599
Calcination of arsenic ores, 611, 613

clay ironstone, 611, 612
copper ores, 612, 613
gypsum, 611, 613
limestone, 611, 613
ores, objects of, 611
tin ore;;, 612, 613
zinc ores, 612, 615

Caliche, 62
mode of working, 2S6
preparation of, 608

California, bituminous sandstone
of, 22

borax deposits of, 23
drift mining, 318
gold in, 45
hydraulic mining in, 302
quicksilver deposits of, 73
treatment of borax, 620
and Consolidated mines, heat

at, 670
Callon on working salt marls of

the Salzkatnmergut, 307
Calumet and Hecla Mine, 36
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Calumet and Hccla mine

—

continued.

fire at, 709
shaft timbering, 240
stamps at, 553

Canada, asbestos in, 2 [

nickel ore in, 61

Canadian system of boring, 134
Cancer of lungs among miners, 685
Candle holders, 514, 515

used for testing quality of air,

501
Candles, sperm and composite, 514

tallow, 513
Canton Mine, lode at, 8

Cap, in timbering, 232
on flame of alcohol lamp, 500

benzine lamp, 499
hydrogen lamp, 500
safety lamp, 499

Capell fan, 495
Capping ropes, 402
Capstan for hoisting, 3S8

for pumpiog machinery, 461
Caratal gold-field, 44

gold diggings, birds at, 105
CarVolineum, 231
Carbonas, 84
Carbonic acid gas conveyed by

pipes, 374
mode of occurrence, 25
in air, an index of its impurity,

480
in the air of mines, 475, 501
liquefaction of, 600
preparation of, 620
testing for, 501

Cariboo, timbering levels, 233
Carnallite, occurrence of, 70
Carn Brea Mine, winding men, 533
Came, J., definition of a mineral

vein, 6

Carrett and Marshall's machine, 199
Carriage of injured persons, 713

minerals by persons, 349, 375
Carriere, definition of, i

Carr's disintegrators, 559
Cars, 355
Cartridges, hydraulic, 208

lime, 208
Cartridge- stick, 16 [

Casing boards, 238
Cassiterite, minerals associated

with, 97
Cast-iron columns used at Halkyn

tunnel, 255
lining for soft strata, 268
lining for tunnels, 263
props, 265
tubbing, 269

Catches, 460
Cementation, 616
Cement works affected by Alkali

Acts, 665
Centrifugal concentrator, 591

grinders, 561

Ceylon, dressing of graphite in, 623
graphite in, 50

Chains, 401
Chamberlain, Mr. Joseph, on State

pensions, 694
Chance discoveries of mineral de-

posits, 93
Changing house, 679
Channelling machines, 201
Chapeau en fer, or gozzan, 100
Chapin iron mine, Michigan, 54
Charging-spoon, 161

Chase, magnetic separator, 601
Chateaugay Co., dressing magnetite,

624
Cheeks or walls of a lode, defioition

of, 10

Chert, dressing of, 622
Cheshire mines, preparation of salt,

628
jumper used at, 157
salt mines, 311
salt wells, 306

Chesneau on testing for firedamp,

SCO
Chilian mill, 557
Chilled cast-iron shot, use of, for

boring, 124
wheels, 357

Chimney built over shaft for ven-
tilating, 484

China-clay, 27
discoverj- of, 99
dressing of, 620
drying of, 592
workings in Cornwall, 292

Chlorate mixtures, 211
Chocks or cribs, 245
Chollar-Potosi mine, heat at, 670
Chromic iron in New Caledonia, 28
Churns, Forest of Dean, 340
Churprinz mine, Freiberg, spherical

dam at, 432
works, loss at, 631

Chute of ore, 1

1

Cinnabar, occurrence of, 71
Circular saw groove-cutters, 202

used for slate, 564
Clack, 448, 453

-piece, 448
seat piece. 448

Clanny lamp. 519
Clarkson's rapid sampler, 634
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Cla -kson - Stanfield concentrator,

Classification of dressing processes,

538
mineral deposits, 5
rocks, 3, 4

Clay, 26
Claying bar, 161

Clay ironstone, calcination of, 611,

612
weathering of, 611

Clays, dressing of, 620
Cay-slant, 222
Cleaning-up, hydraulic mining, 299
Clea\age of slate, 81

Cleveland, discovery of salt bed at,

96
district, royalties in, 654
iron-mines, jumper used at, 157
ironstone, method of workiug,

315
mode of occurrence of, 51-

53
Sorby on the origin of,

18

Clevis, 402
Clifton, tests of light given by

Clanny lamp, 520
Davy lamp, 519

Climax drill, 185
Clinograph, Macgeorge's, 147
Clinostat or dip-recorder, 147
Clogs, 672, 673
Clothing for men engaged near

machinery, 673
of miner, 669
worn when cleaning arsenic

flues, 673
Clowes hydrogen lamp, 500
Club, deductions for accident, 639
Coal, discovery of, in south-east of

England, 97
Coal Mines Regulation Act, 662

accident statistics under, 700
tools for charging holes, 161

Cobalt mines. Saxony, cancer of
lungs among miners, 686

ore in Flintshire, discovery of,

93
New Caledonia, 28
Rhyl, Jlintshire, 28
Skutterud, Norway, 27

Cobbing, 544
Coffering, 267
Cold at mines, 669
Colle Croce mines, Lercara, Sicily,

thick sulphur seam, 321
Collieries affected by Alkali Acts,

665

Collins on the china clay of Corn-
wall, 27

on the Great Mother Lode of
California, 46

on the ores of Rio Tinto, 33
on the pyrites deposits of

Huelva, 32
Collom jigs, 621
Colorado, lead ores of, 57

lease system, 647
sampling machines used in, 634
tribute system in, 647

Colorados, 100
Colour as an aid to the prospector,

99
Comparative mortality figures, 683,
684

Compound for native miners, Kim-
berley, 677

engines for pumping, 443
Compressed air cartridge, 208

locomotives, 363
loss of power from use of, 164
pipes, 170
pumping with, 470, 471
re.-ervoir 169
sinking by aid of, 277
stamps, 551
use for ventilating workings,

493
Compressors, air, 164
Comstock lode, description of, 76

discovery of, 95
gases met with, 476
gozzan, 100
heat on the, 670
influence of heat on health,

689
lifting pump used on, 449
shaft timbering, 238
square-set system of timbering,

246
timbering for levels, 233

Concentrator, centrifugal, 591
Clarkson and Stanfield, 591
Embrey, 586
Woodbury, 586

Concrete blocks, 253
used for lining levels, 251

shafts, 253
Condition of miner, 669
Congenial beds, 13
Conglomerate, copper-bearing, 35
Conical grinders, 560
Conkling magnetic separator, 601
Convolvulus althffioides, 104
Cook's Kitchen mine, heat at, 670
Cooperative pumping, 474

societies, 696

2 Z
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Copper at Lake Superior, 34
extraction of, in solution, 307

precipitation of, 616
mines affected by Alkali Acts,

665
ore, discovery of on Yorke's

peninsula, 93
calcination of, 612. 613
dressing of, 621

in Uermany, 29
in Spain and Portugal, 31,

34
in the United States, 34, 37
occurrence of, 28
separation from tin ore, 609

Cores, ascertaining dip from, 132
cutting out, 133
extractor, 119

Arrault's, 132
Bullock's improved, 121

modes of obtaining, 132
obtained by boring with flat

rope, 147
produced m boring pits, 205
tube for diamond drill, 1 19

Corf, derivation of term, 405
Cornish " dry " for china cay, 592

miner's boot, 672
hat, 671

pumping engine, 443
rolls, 553

Cornwall, annual death-rate of

miners, 6S4
county adir, 30S
dressing of tin ore in, 629
gozzans, 102

mode of occurrence of tin in,

7. 19. 84
royalties in, 654
tin lodes of, 7

Corrosive water, pumps for, 450
valves for, 453

Cost of aerial ropeway, 3S5

antiseptic treatment of timber,

231
barracks for workmen, 676
coffering shaft, 268
co-operative pumping, 474
cottages, 677
driving level at Bex, 224
electric haulage, 372
lodgings, &c., for woikmen,

Ei*leben, 676
sinking through watery strata,

271
steel supports for levels, 256,

257
tran.-port by aerial ropeway,

3S6

Cost of

—

continued.

working Dolcoath man-eng ne,

535
working gold-bearing gra.el,

California, 320
Counterbalancing weight of pump-

rods, 457
rope in winding, 393

Counterpoise for rods, variable,

460
Country, definition of term, 10

influence of, on lode, 12

County adit, Cornwall, 435
Course of ore, definition ot, 11

Cox, S. H., on an alunite deposit in

N.S.W., 20
on the colour of vegetation, 104

Creep, 309
Crib, or curb, 252
Cross-course, or fault, 91
Ciow's-foot, 130
Crump and Brereton's machine,

202
Crusher, 546

Cornish, 553
Dodge, 547
Gates, 560

Crushing in of workings, Sicilian

sulphur mines, 321
Crystalline schists, 3
Crystallisation, borax, 60S

nitrate of soda, 60S
potassium salts, 60S
magnesium chloride, 609

Cundill, on explosives, 209
Curb, cast-iron, 267, 270
Cuvelier's lock for safety lamps,

522
Cyclone pulveriser, 563

Dam, temporary, 433
Dams, masonry, 433

spherical wooden, 431
wooden, 430

Darkness, working in, 513
Darley, on boring by rotation, 117
Darlington drill, 195
Daubreeon the artificial formation

of minerals, 17
Dauntless diamond drill, 119
Davey's differential pumping en-

gine, 445, 466
Davis' self-timing anemometer, 507
Davy lamp, 619
Day Dawn mine, pigsty timbering,

245
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Day Dawn mine

—

covf'nnted.

shaft timbering, 239
timbering, 234

Day-level, 433
Daylight, working by reflected, in

California and Japan, 513
Death-rate of miners from acci-

dents, 698
Death-rates, annual, for various

trades, 684
De Beers diamond mine, 38

endless rope haulage at surface,

376
head-gears, 397
method of working, 341
self - discharging skips, 412,

415
washing machine, 540

Deep leads of Australia, 85
Deflection magnetic separator, 606
Deposition from solution, formation

of veins by, 14
Derbyshire, Mining Acts relating to,

655
Derrick for boring by percussion

with rods, 125, 136
by rotation, 117
with rope, 137

Descent and ascent of miners, 526
Desiccation in dressing, 592
Detaching hooks, 422
Detonators, 216

strength of, 219
Devonshire, dressing of clay, 620

manganese ore, 625
umber, 626

Diamond, substitutes for, for drill-

ing, 124
Diamond-bearing rock, De Beers,

dressing of, 621
method of working, 341
weathering of, 610

Diamond, discovery of, in South
Africa, 93

occurrence of, 37
washing machine for, 539

Diamond drill, American Diamond
Rock Boring Company's, 121

boring at Johannesburg, 119
Northampton, 118

boring with the, It8
Bullock Manufacturing Com-

pany's, 119, 123
core extractor, 119

Bullock's improved, 121
cost of borimg by, 122
crown, 118
"Dauntless," 119
differential feed gear, 119

Diamond drill

—

continued.

for boring holes for blasting,

179. 180
Georgi's electric, 124
Little Champion, 123
prospecting, 123
sediment tube for, 119
Sullivan's prospecting, 124
Swedish for hand-power, 123
thrust register, 121

Victorian "Giant Drill," 121
Dickinson's anemometer, 507

water-gauge, 509
Diepenlinchen, pumping engine at,

445
working zinc ore at, 345
zinc ore stockwork, 87

Diffusion of gases, 4S5
Dig, definition of, 11

Ding Dong mine, lire-damp in level

at, 477
Dip, definition, 5

influence of change of on veins,

13
Dipping needle, iii

Discovery of minerals, 93
Diseases caused by arsenical mine-

rals, 687
inhalation of dust, 685
ladder climbing, 688
lead ores, 687
quicksilver ores, 6S7

Disintegrators, 559
Distillation, of rich sulphur rock, 600

use in dressing, 600
Dividings, 237
Divining rod, 1 1

1

Doctor, deduction for, 639
Docwra, diamond setting for boring

crown, 118

Dodge Crusher, 547
Dolcoath Mine, Cornwall, 328, 329.

man-engine, cost of working,

535
heat at, 670

Dolly, or swage, 181
Dolly tub, or keeve, 570
Dorothea mine, Clausthal, under-
ground traffic by boats, 373

Double-beat valve, 454
Douglas spruce, 228
Downcast shaft, 484
Downthrow, 91
Dowsing rod, iii

Drainage, 429
by adit, 433
by pumps, 441
by siphon, 437
by winding machinery. 437
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Drawing lift, 448
Dredges, 175

grab, 176
Kincaid & McQueen's, 175
Priestman's grab, 176
suction, 177

Dre.^sing, definition of, 537
amoer, 618
arsenic ore, 619
asbestos, 619
asphalt, 619
barjtes, 619
bituminous rock, 598, 619
blende, 625, 630
borax, 620
boric acid, 620
carbonic acid, b20
chert, 622
china clay, 620
clays, 620
copper ore, 62

1

diamond -bearing rock, 621

Hint, 622, 629
fuller's earth, 620
galena, 624, 625
gold ore, 622
graphite, 623
gypsum, 624
hfematite, 624
iron ore, 624
lead ore, 624
loss in, 630
magnetite (see magnetic sepa-

lators), 624
manganese ore, 625
mica, 625
mispickel, 611, 612, 613, 619
ochre, 626
ozokerite, 626
phosphate of lime, 626, 627
potassium salts, 627
quicksilver ore, 627
salt, 628
silver ore, 628
slate, 628
stone, 628
sulphur rock, 629
Trinidad pitch, 619
tin ore, 629
umber, 626
zinc ore, 625, 630

Drill, ratchet, 155
Drilling rig, 138

tools, 139
Drills, Adelaide, 195

automatic rotation of, 194
Barrow, 183
Brandt's, 178
classification of, iSx

Drills

—

continved.

Climax, 185
Darlington, 195
diamond, 179
Eclipse, 187, 1S8

electric percussion, 198
Elliott, 154, 155
for boring by hand, 157
Franke, 189
Hirnant, 192
Ingersoll-Sergeant, 193
Jarolimek, 179
Marvin, 198
Optimus, 189
percussive, 181

rotary, 177
Sergeant, 193
sharpening, 158, 1S2
Steavenson, iSo
steel for, 182

Drive-pipe, 140
Driving levels, 221

tunnels in soft ground, 263
Drums for winding, 391

with reserve of rope, 392
Dry compressors, 166

for China clay, 592
or changing house, 679
rot, prevention of, 230

Drying of minerals, 592
Dubois and FranQois air-compressor,

166
boring-ram, 186

Duck machine, 493
Ducktown mine, Tennessee, 108

blower of sulphuretted hydro-
gen, 479

Dudley, workings for limestone, 311
Dumb fault, 87
Dunbar and Ruston's steam navvy,

173
Dust in mines, evil effects on health,

685
in air of mines, 482

Duty of the miner's inch, 301
of puraping-engines, 472

Dykes, definition of, 14
Dynamite, 213

danger from exudation, 213
pan for thawing when frozen,

213

Eadie & Sons', joint for lap-welded
pipes, 171

Eclipse drill, iSS
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Edge-runners, 556
Edison's deflection magnetic sepa-

rator, 606
second magnetic separator, 602

Education Acts, Elementary, 666
general and technical, 682

Efficiency of ventilating appliances,

509
Ei^ltben, barracks for workmen,
674

Electric drill, Marvin, 198
Steavenson, 180
lamp, Sussmann, 523
light, 524
percussion drill, 198
railways, 371

Electricity, firing by, 220
pumps worked by, 470
transmission of power by, 172

Elementary Education Acts, 666
Elephant stamps, 551
Elliot's locked coil wire rope, 400
Elliott drill, 155

multiple wedge, 208
Elwen on the resistance to air-

currents, 5 1

1

Embrey concentrator, 586
Emmons, S. T., on the geology of

the Leadville district, 57
on the veins in the Kocky
Mountain region, 7

Employers' Liability Act, 666
Ems, loss in dressing at, 631
End, ventilation of an, 485, 487, 492,

493
going into, after blasting, 686

Endless chain system of haulage,

371
rope system of haulage, 367

advantages of, 369
attachment of waggons to

368, 379
De Beers mine, 378

End-piece, 237
Equilibrium pipe, 274
Erigonum ovalifolium, 104
Ernst August Stolln, 434
Eucalyptus, species used for mining

purposes, 229
Eureka, Nevada, silver-lead deposits

of, 77
square-set timbering, 247

Europe, trees used for mining pur-

poses, 227
Eustice, changing house at Levant

Mine, Cornwall, 679
Evans and Veitch, pump for raising

water by compressed air, 471
Evaporation of brine, 609

Excavating by water, 226
machinery, 173

Excavation of minerals underground,
308

under water, 302
Excavations, supporting, 227
Exploitation, 285
Explosions of fire-damp, 476, 477
Explosives, accidents from, 707

strength of, 216
used in mining, 209

Explosives Act, 666
Extraction of minerals by wells and

boreholes, 304

Factory and Workshop Acts, 667
Faiilbands at Kongsberg, Norway,

12

Falls of ground, accidents from, 704
Falun, torches used at, 515
Fans, Capell, 495

efficiency of, 509
Guibal, 496
Schiele, 497
use of, in dressing, 590
Waddle, 497

Faults, 87
length of, 90
measurement of throw of, 89
recovery of lost part of bed, 89
recovery of lost part of lode or

vein, 91
reversed, 90
variations of throw along the

strike, 90
Feeders or droppers, definition of,

12

Fenciner Act, Quarry, 667
Fend-oft bob, 446
Fernow on the trees available for

mining purposes in the United
States, 228

Festiniog, boot worn by rockman,

method of working slate at, 312
preparation of slate at, 628
slate mines, charging spoon

used at, 161

drivages at, 222
jumper used at, 157
tribute sj-stem at, 649, 651

Field, Mr. Justice, on the Richmond
r. Eureka case, 8

Filling up, working with complete,

322, 331. 335. 341. 343. 346
Fir, Scotch, 228
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Fire-clar. 26
weathering of, 611

Fire-damp found in ore mines, 476
testing for, 498-501

Fireless locomotives, 363
Fires, accidents from underground,

708, 709
in sulphur mines, Sicily, 321

Fire-setting, 225
Firing by electricity, 220

explosives, 218
Firth's pick machine, 199
Flare lamp, 516
Flat-rope, winding with the, 393
Flattened strand wire rope, 400
Flint, dressing of, 622

mining at Brandon, Suffolk, 41

Flints, ;?haping of, 629
Floating reef in Kimberley dia-

mond mines, 38
Flooded workings, breaking into, 707
Flookan, explanation of term, 14

Floor of a bed, definition of, 5
of changing house, 68

1

Florida, phosphates of, 69
Flume, 294
Fluted rolls, 556
Foot-wall, detinition of, 10

Forest of Dean, method of working
hajmatite masses, 340

Mining Acts relating to, 655
Form for pump bucket, 448
Form of the ground indicating de-

posits, 98
Formation of mineral veins, 14
Formations or classes of lodes, 17

Foxdale lead mine, carbonic acid

at, 475
mode of working lode, 335
strike of lode, 14

Frames, 579
for levels, steel, 260
wood, 233
for shMfis, 236

France, underground workings for

slate, 314
Franke drill, 189
Franke's mechanical chisel, 199
Free-falling tools, Arrault, 129

Kind, 130
Free milling ores, loi

Freestone, 41
mode of working, 310

Freezing method of sinking shafts,

278
Freiberg, formations of lodes at, 17

French miner's hat, 671
Friability, use of in dressing, 607
Friction due to sides of airway, 510

Frongoch jigger, 573
self-discharging skip, 416
separator, 576

Frozen dynamite, 213
Frue vanner, 585

for gold ores, 622
Fuller's earth, 27

dressing of, 620
kiln, 595

Furnace, Brunton's, 596, 613
roasting, 611
ventilation, 490

Furness district, temporary dam
used in, 433

Fuse, electric, 220
for blasting purposes, 217
for simultaneous blasting, 220

Gad, 154
Galena, dressing of, 624, 625
GaUcia, Canadian system of boring

in, 134
ozokerite mines of, 6;^

Galloway on the fire-daiup cap, 499
Galloway's automatic water tanic,

double walling stage, 409
method of guiding kibble, 408
pneumatic water-barrel, 43S
steel tram, 359
winding drum, 392

Garfield Mine, California, 79
Garland, 267
Garnier, discovery of nickel ore in

New Caledonia, 99
Gas for underground lighting, 522
Gases produced by decomposition

of gun-cotton, 215
of nitro-compounds, 212
explosion of gunpowder, 210
blasting, 481

Gates crusher, 560
Giltzschmann, on animals as indica-

tors, 105
Gearing pump-buckets, 448
Geikie, Sir A., definition of a mineral

vein, 6
Gelatine dynamite, 214
Gelignite, 214
Geology as a guide to minerals, 97
German miner's hat, 672
Germany, amber dredging, 304

carbonic acid gas in, 25
copper deposits of, 29
death-rate from accidents, 699
Law of Insurance, 694
occurrence of zinc ore in, 87
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Gerolstein, borings for carbonic acid

Kas at, 25
Giant granite, 58

mines, 290
powder, 214

Gillott and Cupiey's machine, 203
Gill's furnace lor sulphur extraction,

600
Githens system of boring, 162

Gobert's modification of Poetsch's
freezing process, 2S3

Gold, amalgamation of, 616
associated minerals, 97
in gozzan, 100

modes of occurrence, 41
ores, treatment of, 622
Run Ditch and Mining Co., 302
worked in Alps bj^ Romans, bib

Gold-bearing gravel, method of

mining in Culifornia, 318
prospecting for in Siberia, 278
working, 293
yield of, 302

Good conduct, premiums for, 652
(jooseneck, 402
Gouge, definition of, 1

1

Gozzan, 99
at the Anaconda mine, 37
at Rio Tinto, 33
influence of, on value of ore, loi

Graphite, 50
dressing of, 623

in Bavaria, 607
Gravitation stamps, 548
Great Basin, borax deposits of the,

23
Gi cathead shield, 263
Great Laxey Mine, locomotive, 363

overshot wheel, 442
Great Quartz Vein of California,

length of, 11

outcrop of, 99
Great Western quicksilver mine,

California, 74
outcrop of lode, 98

Greaves' circular slate-dressing

machine, 565
Grey box, 229
Griffith, on coffering, 26S

Grime's graves or ancient workings
for flint, 41

Grimm, definition of a mineral vein,

6
Grinders, Grusonwerk tall, 557

ball, 557
centrifugal, 561
crnical, 560
Jordan's, 557
<bce also under Cel'SIIEKS

Grizzly, 299
Groove-cutters, 201
Groove-cutting machines, 199
Grooves cut by circular saw, 202

travelling rock drill or jumper,
201

made by endless chain with
cutters, 204

revolving bar with cutters, 206
wire saw, 204

Grusonwerk ball grinder, 557
Gudgeon, 457
Guibal fan, 496
Guides for shafts, 408
Guillotine slate-dressing machine,

565
Guinotte, pumping-eng:nes with fly-

wheel, 444
Gun tor clearing bore-holes, 160
Gun-cotton, 215

products of decomposition, 212,

215
Gunpowder, 209

charging holes with, 217
products of explosion of, 210

Gunpowder Act, Slate Mines, 659
Gutta-percha packing for puujp,

448
Gympie gold-field, lodes of, 13
Gypsum, 50

calcination of, 611, 613
discovery of, by sub-wealden

boring, near Battle, 96
dressing of, 624
occurrence of, 50
quarries, Paris, 309

H

Haase process of sinking shafts, 2S3
Habets on annual death-rate from

accidents, 699
Hade, definition of, 9
Htematite at Iron Mountain, Mich-

igan, 54
deposits of the Ulverston dis-

trict, 19
dressing of, 624
method of worKirg, 340, 343
searching for by piercing, 106

veins of the Lake District,

Kendall on, 7

Haeuser process for sinking in

quicksand, 284
Haggle's patent Protector rope, 4CX)

Hake's mouih valve, 453
Hale and Noicross mine, heat at,

670
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Halfmoons, 448
Halkyn Drainage Tunnel, 223, 435

iron supports, 255
Halkyn Mine, Flintshire, slickenside

at, 10

wooden pulley-frame, 395
Hallett, Judge, on the Aspen Case,

9
Hall's stone-breaker, 547
Hammer, of Mansfeld, on lifting

beam of pumping ei giiif,

461
on the friction of giiid 's for

pump rods in shaft, 473
Hammers for boring by hand, 159
Hanarte's air-compres»or, 165
Hand-barrows, 375
Hand-drilling, 157, 160

Hand-picking, 541
Hand-power diamond drill, 123

rotary drills, 155
Hand-sampling, 632
Hand-sieves, 566
Hand-tools, 151
Hang-fire, 217
Hanuing wall, definition of. 10

Haniel and Lueg's keps, 419
Hill ting and Hesse, on cancer of

lungs caused by dust, 686
Hartz blower, 493

Ernest Augustus adit, 434
foreman's lamp, 516
iron rails ustd as supports,

258
jig, 570
mintr's lamp, 515
timbering cQamber for water-

wheel, 241
timbering for shaft, 240
use of water power, 442

Harvey on the occurrence of ni-

trate of soda in Chili, 62
Hat, Corni.-h miner's, 671

French miner's, 671
German miner's, 672
ideal miner's, 672
iionstone miner's, 671
Mansfeld miner's, 672
Roumanian miner's, 672

Hatches, 3S9
Haulage, 34S

ele'-tac railways, 371
endless chain, 371, 379
endless rope, 367
horses, 362
locomotive, 363
main and tail rope, 366
single-rope system, 365

Headgear, 394

Heat at mines, 670
of mines on Comstook Lode, 76
of workings, influence on

health, 6S9
Heated floors, drying on, 592
Heave, 88

of vein sideways caused by
slip along line of dip, 91

Heavy spar, bleaching of, 609
occurrence, 23

Heights (N. Lancashire), 344
Hepplewhite-Gray lamp, 521
Hercules powder, 214
Hesse's method of testing the air,

503. 505
Hiinmelfahrt works, loss at, 630
Hirnant diill, 192
Hirr, on prevention of illness from

arsenic, 686
Hitches, 154. 231
Hockin and Oxland calciner, 613,

6,5
Hofi'man magnetic separator, 602
Hofmann kiln, 613
Hoisting, 3S7
Holes, arrangement of, for driving
and sinking, 222, 225

Holway Consols mine, explosion of
fire-damp, 476

Honigmann, soda locomotive, 364
Honningen, carbonic acid gas at, 25
Hopper of hydraulic elevator, 300
Hoppet, 408
Horned sets, 233
Horse in lode, definition of, 11

-whim, 389
Hc-ses, underground haulage by,

362
Hospitals, 695
Hot springs. 476
Hottinguer shaft, Blanchets pneu-

matic hoist at, 42S
House, changing, 679
Housing of workmen, 673
Howard's steel sleeper, 352
Howell's steel tube prop, 2G6
H-piece, 451
Huanchaca silver mines, 78
Huelva, port of, 380
Hund, 351
Huntinjiton mill. 561
Hurricane lamp, 516
Hurry, 344
Husband's stamps, 551
Hushing, 106
Hydraulic cartridge, 2cS

drill, 180
elevator, 300
lock for safety lamp:?, 522
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Hydraulic

—

continued.

mining, 226, 292
power, 171

for breaking ground, 163
transmission of power, 469

Hydrogen flame used in testing for

fire-damp, 500

I

Ice, 51
Iceland, mode of occurrence of sul-

piiur in, 82
Idria, occurrence of quicksilver ore

at, 72
treatment of quicksilver ores,

627
Illicit Diamond Act, 677
Incandescent lamps in shaft sinking,

524
portable, 523

Inclination of a level, effect of, on
ventilation, 485

of underground road, 355
Incline, natural ventilation of, 486
Inclined planes, accidents on, 708

underground, 362
shafts sunk on lode, 225

Inclines, 308
self-acting, 376

Indications of fire-damp, 498
Indicative plants, 103
Indicator for winding engines, 421
Indicators at Ballarat, 13, 16

Inflammable gas, 59, 476
Ingersoll bar-channeller, 201

-Sergeant air-compressor, 167
Injection compressors, 166

of veins, 14
Intersection of veins, 1

1

Inversion of strata, 88
Inverted saddle-reefs of Victoria,

47
Iron and steel supports for levels,

255
shafts, 263
working places, 265

Iron-bark, 229
Iron hat, or gozzan, 100

Iron ladders, 529
Iron mines, Forest of Dean, method

of working, 340
N. Lancashire, method of work-

ing, 343
Iron ores, dressing of, 624

occurrence of, 51
Northamptonshire open work-

ings, 2S6

Iron pump-rods, Shakemantle mine,
461

Iron pyrites, Carnarvonshire, 83
Iron rails used for supporting roof

of level, 256 259
Iron rings for supporting shaft

linings, 263
Iron rods for boring, 124
Ironstone blows (Australia), 100
Ironstone, method of working in

Cleveland di.stiict, 315
miner's cap, 671

Irruptions of water into mines, 707
Irving on the copper veins of Lake

Superior, 36
Itabirite, 40
Italy, alabaster in, 51

asbestos mines of, 21
boric acid in, 25
carbonic acid gas in, 26
marble in, 58
mining law in, i, 2

mode of occurrence of sulphur
in, 82, 83

Jack, on the Mount Morgan gold
deposits, 48

on the outcrop of gold veins in

Queensland, 98
Jacobi's stove, 597
Jacomety and Lenicque's separa-

tors, 575
table, 583
trommel, 567

Jacotinga, 44
Jad, 310
Jagersfontein diamond mines, 39
Jan Ham's clack, 453
Japan, torches used in, 515

working by reflected daylight
in, 5'3

Jarolimek's drill, 179
Jarrah, 228
Jars, 140
Jaw-breakers, 546
Jigger, 570

pneumatic, 589
Jiggers, discharge of, 572
Jog, 237
Johannesburg, deep boring at, 119

gold-bearing rocks of, 42
thickness of beds of auriferous

conglomerate 5
Joint for wooden rods. 445
Jordan's grinder, 557
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Jumper, 157
Junge bobe Birke mine, cage at,

533

K

Kainite, occurrence of, 70
Kaiser Josef ErbstoUn, Hungary,

434
Kaiser Josef II. adit, Pribram, 434
Kauri gum, searching for by

piei'cing, 106
pine, 229

Keeve, or dolly-tub, 570
Kendall on the geology of the Cleve-

land district, 41
on the haematite veins of the

Lake District, 7
Kennedy on the efficiency of com-

pressed air, 164
Keps, 419
Kessler, magnetic separator, 602
Kibble, 404
Kieselguhr, 213
Kiln, American phosphate, 594

fuller's earth, 595
Ilofmann, 613

Kilns for drying, 594
Kimberley diamond district, 37

mines, compound for native
workmen, 677

method of working at De Beers,

341
Kincaid and McQueen's bucket

dredger, 175
Kind, free-falling tool for boring,

130
-Chaudron process of sinking

shafts, 271
recent modifications, 276

King and Humble's detaching hook,

422
King,on the "indicators" at Ballarat,

13
on the Corastock Lode, 76

King-post, 457
Kind's magnetic separator, 604,

606
Kitto, Paul and Nancarrow, self-

discharging skip, 416
Knots in the lead-bearing sand-

stone at Mechernich, 55
Knox system of boring holes for

rending stone, 162

of charging holes, 220
Kongsberg silver mine, fire-setting,

225
silver veins of, 1

2

Kuica, fire-sfctling in, 225

Kreischer and Winkler on the ap-
pearance of the fire-damp cap, 499

Krom rolls, 554
Krom's stove, 595

Labour, principles of employment
of mining, 637

Ladder-climbing, diseases caused by
excessive, 688

Ladders, 527
iron, 529

Lagging, 233
Laidler's sector wire rope, 401
Lake Superior, copper-bearing dis-

trict of, 34
iron ores of, 54
mines, stamps used at, 551, 553
treatment of copper ore at, 621

La Louvifere mine, Belgium, 467
L mm and Franck's fireless locomo-

tive, 363
Lamp, electric, 523

fiare, 516
Hartz foreman's, 516
Hartz miner's, 515
Hurricane, 516
magnesium ribbon, 517
Mansfeld, 516
safety, 518
Saxon miner's, 516
Scotch, 516
Sicilian, 515
United States, 516

Lander, 410
Lang's wire rope, 400
Larch for timbering excavations, 227
Lashings, 237
Latch and Batchelor's flattened

strand wire rope, 400
Lateral secretion theory of forma-

tion of mineral veins, 15
Laths, 243
Lawn, on searching for hicmaMte

in the Furness district, 106

on working hematite in North
Lancashire, 343

Laxey mine, locomotive at, 363
man-engine at, 535
strike of lode at, 14

Lead lode at Wheal Mary Ann, 6
ores, dressing of, 624
modes of occurrence, 55
state of in gozzan, loi

plant, 104
poisoning, 687

pre\ention of, 6S7
rivet for safety lamps, 522
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Lcid-bearing sandstone, Meclier-
iiicb, 18

Lead, mode of working, 320
Leadville, Colorado, mode of occur-

rence of lead ores at, 55, 57
Lease system in Colorado, 647
Leather packing for pumps, 448
Leats, 293
Leavitt stamp, 553
Legal definition of the term lode, 8
Legislation affecting mines and

quarries, 653
Leg, or side-prop, 232
Legrand's steel sleeper, 352
Lenneschiefer, Liiderich mine, 85
Lesley on the composition of natural

gas, 59
Lester's stone-breaker, 547
Levant Mine, changing house at, 679
Level, natural ventilation of end of,

485
use of air-sollar in ventilating

end, 487
Levels, driving, 222

iron and steel supports for, 255-
263

lined with masonry, 250
methods of timbering, 232
ventilating lower, 489

Liability Act, Employers', 666
Lid, 244
Lievin Company, shaft sunk by, 277
Lifts (Cleveland), 316
Lighting workings, 513
liime cartridge, 208
Limestone, bituminous, Val de

Trovers, 22
burning of, 611, 613

Lime-water test for the air of mines,

502, 503
Lindemann's apparatus, 506
Lining boards, 445

bore-holes, 131
tube, boring by revolving the,

117
tube for brine well, 305

Linkenbach, stationary table of, 581
Liquefaction of carbonic acid, 600

use of, in dressing, 597
Listings, 237
Lithofracteur, 214
Liveing's indicator for fire-damp,

500
Llanbradach Colliery, automatic

water-tank at, 437
sinking arrangements at, 408
steel trams at, 359

Loading kibble, 405
tokip in shaft, 410, 412

Learning (Australia), 106
Lochs, definition of, 6
Locked coil wire rope, 382, 400

socket for, 403
Lockhart's gem separator, 577
Locks for safety lamps, 522
Locomotives for underground use,

363
for use at the surface, 378

Lode at Wheal Mary Ann, 6
definitions of, 5, 6
legal definition of, 9
modes of working, 325, 340
narrow, mode of workiLg, 330
wide, with weak sides, mode of

working, 331
worked away in slices paral Id

to dip, 335
Lode-lights, 107
Lodes, conditions affecting produc-

tiveness of, I I

length of, along strike, 1

1

formed by alteration of the en-

closing rock, 7
wide, worked with pillars and
chambers, 338

Lofting, 256
Longwall workings for copper-shale

at Mansfeld, 322
Loose ground, supporting excava-

tions in. 242
timbering levels in, 236

Lorraine, iron ores of, 53
Loss in dressing at Churprinz works,

631
at Ems, 631
at Himmelfahrt works, 630
at Pestarena, 631
cause of, 630
slate, 631

Lovett-Finney magnetic separator,

603
Lowmoor jacket, 713
Lubrication of mine waggons, 358
Luderich zinc mine, 85
Lunge's apparatus for testing the

air of mines, 503, 505

Macgeorge on deviation of bore-

holes, 148
Machine drills, iSi

sieves, 566
Machinery, accidents from, 711

clothing for men engaged near,

673
Magnesium ribbon lamp, 517
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Magnetic lock for safety lamps, 522
separation, 600

bismuth ore with magnet-
ite, 606

Namaqua Copper Co., 606
objfccts of, 600
Queensland, 606

separators, 600
Ball-Norton, 603, 606
Buchanan, 604
Chase, 601
Conkling, 601
Edison, deliection, 606

second, 602
Hoffman, 602
Kessler, 602
King, 604, 606
Lovelt-Finney, 603
Wenstrom, 605

Magnetite, dressing ot, 600
jigging, 624

Main and tail rope system of haul-

age, 366
Mc i, Colonel, on the effect of

oil on safety fuse, 217
Malay Peninsula, tin-bearing alluvia

of, 85
Mallard and Le Chatelier on testing

for fire-damp, 5CX)

Mallet, or sledge, 154, 159
Man-engine, 534

accidents on, 705
Manganese ore, dressing of, 625

occurrence of, 57
Man -feld copper-mines, 29

adit at, 434
barracks for workmen, 674
compound pumping engine,

Ernst IV. shaft, 443
ccnpound pumping engine,

Otto IV. shaft, 444
cross-cut lined with concrete,

251
descent and ascent of men, 532
employes living in own houses,

679
hydraulic counterpoise to pump

rods, 458
lamp used at, 516
man-engine at, 536
method of working copper-

sha'ie, 322, 325
miner's hat, 672
pick used at, 153
Kittinger pump at, 456
thickness of bed of copper-

shale, 5
treatment of copper ore at,

621

Mansfeld copper-mines

—

conlinued.

underground air reservoirs at,

169
underground pumping engines

at, 467
Marble, 58
Maros-Ujvar, arc lamp at, 524
Marsaut lamp, 521
Mursden's pulveriser, 547

stone-breaker. 547
Marshall, discovery of gold in

California by, 94
Marsh gas, found in mines, 476
Marston Hall mine, 311
Marvin drill, 198
Masonry, for lining levels, 249

shafts, 252
dam in shafts, 433

Masses, or non-tabular deposits of
minerals, 18

methods of working, 340
Matai wood, 229
Mather and Piatt's system of boring,

142
Mathet, joint for air-mains, 170
Matrix, definition of, 1

1

Maul, 141
Measure, payment by, 63S, 639, 640

and time, payment by, 641
Measuring the quantity and press-

ure of air in mines, 506, 512
staff, 231

Meat earth, 286
Mechanical picks, 199

processes of dressing, 53S
ventilation, 491

Mechernich, arc-lamp at, 524
barracks for miners, 674
dressing lead ore at, 625
friability of ore, 607
jumper used at, 157
lead-bearing sandstone of, 5,

method of working lead-bearii g
sand.stone, 320

opencast, 289
pumping engines at, 467
siphon separator used af, 579

Medical attendance, deduction for,

639
Medium fan, 498
Mercurial poisoning, symptoms of,

688
vapour in quicksilver mines,

480
Metales frios, or unchanged sul-

phides, lOI

Metallic supports for excavations,

255
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Metalli ferous Mines Regulat ion Acts,

656
accident statistics, 700, 701

Mica, dressing of, 625
mode of occurrence of, 58

Middlesbrough, extraction of salt

by bore-holes, 305
marsh-gas with brine, 476

Mill, Chilian, 557
Huntington, 561
Sturtevant, 563
Close lead mine, Derbyshire,

explosion of fire-damp, 476
Mills for grinding, 556

or passes, 330
Mine, atmosphere of, 475

definition of, i

derivation of word, i

Miner, clothing of, 669
condition of, 669
regulations for benefit of, 655

Minera zinc mine, Wrexham, 86
Mineral deposits, classification of, 3

repositories, anomalies in, 17
veins, connection of, with faults,

89
formation of, 14

Minerals, ownership of, 653
Minero bird at Carat al, 105
Miners' cottages, 677

housing, 673
inch, definition of, 301

Minette, 53
Mini^res, definition of, i

Mining, comparative healthiness of,

683
definition of, i

labour, principles of employ-
ment of, 637

law, in France, i

in Italy, i , 2

in the United Kingdom, i

in the United States, 8, 9
statutes, 656

relating to Derbyshire, 655
to Fore>t of Dean, 655

subdivision of the subject, 2

Miscella,neous pulverisers, 563
Mispickel, treatment of, 611, 612,

613, 619
Miss-fire, 217

danger from, 213
Moil, 231
Molinello, 61S
Mona and Parys mines, cobbing at,

545
Monier system of using concrete,

254
Monitor, 296

Montana, copper deposits of, 37
Monte Catini, (iora of, 104
Monteponi, Sardinia, adit at, 435

roasting calamine at, 615
Moore, pumps worked underground
by hydraulic power, 469

Moravia, dressing of graphite in,

623
Mortality, comparative figures, 683,

684
Moss-box, 273
Mother Lode or "Great Quartz

Vein," California, 45
Motion of particles in water, 568
Mount Bischoff, dressing tin ore at,

630
Morgan gold mine, 48, 97

Mountfield gvpsum mine, Sussex,

437
Mueseler's lamp, 520
Mulberry mine, near Bodmin, 19

mode of working, 290
Murgue, on the resistance to air-

current due to sides of airway,
511

N
Namaqua Copper Co., magnetic

separator used by, 606
Names of places, information

afforded by, no
Natural gas, conveyance by pipes,

373
occurrence of, 59

Natuial ventilation, 482
Needle, 161

NeuStassfurt mine, electric rail-

way, 371
Nevada, Comstock lode, 76

mineral deposits at Steamboat
Springs, 75

New Almaden, California, 73
Brunswick, antimony ore in, 21
Caledonia, cobalt ore in, 28

nickel ore in, 60
Idria. working by reflected day-

Ightat, 513
Souih Wales, alunite in, 20

tin-bearing alluvia of, 85
Zealand, trees used for mining

purposes, 229
Nickel ore, discovery of, in New

Caledonia, 99
ores, mode of occurrence of, 60

Nitrate of soda, mode of occurrnce
of, 62

mode of working, 286
preparation of, 608
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Nitrate mixtures (explosives), 210
Nitro-cellulose, 215
Nitiogen in mines, 479
Nitro-glvcerine, 211

products of explosion of, 212

Noble and Abel, on fired gunpowder,
209

Noetling. on the oil-fields of Bur-
mah, 66

Nog, 232
Nolten, on finding deviation of bore-

holes, 148
Northampton, deep boring at, 118

Northamptonshire, mode of working
iron ore, 286

North Lancashire, dressing hsema-
tite in, 624

working haematite deposits, 343
royalties in, 654

North Wales, iron pyrites, 83
slate mines, 312
washing pit used in, 539

Northwich, salt beds of, 75
Nunnery Colliery, steel beams, 256
Nystagmus, 688, 6S9

Oak for timbering excavations, 227
Ochre at Parys mine, 616

dressing of, 626
Ochsenius, on the origin of the

nitrate deposits of South America,

63
Oeynhausen's sliding joint, 128

Ogle, Dr., on annual death-rates in

various trades, 683, 6S4
Ohio, mode of occurrence of natural

gas in, 59
Oil, effect of on safety fuse, 217

fields of Baku, 65
of Burmah, 65
of the United States, 67

Oil-wells, gases met with in sinking,

477
Oils used in lamps, 515, 516, 519
Olaf Terp, use of emery for boring,

124
Open-fire drying, 592
Open works, 285
Optimus drill, 189
Ormerod's detaching link, 416
Osceola Co.'s mine, arc-lamp at, 525
Otago, New Zealand, lodes of, 8

Otto's svstem of aerial ropewav,

382
Outcrop of lodes. 98
Overburden, 286

Overhand stoping, 329
advantages of, 331

Overlap fault, 90
Overwinding, 422
Ovuli, 51
Ownership of minerals, 653
Oxygen, absorption of, 450

determination of, in the air,

506
necessity for a large proportion

of, 505
Ozokerite, dressing of, 626

extraction of, by benzine, 609
mines, Boryslaw, inflammable

gases at, 477
mode of occurrence of, 63
purification of, 598

Packing plunger pump, 452
pump bucket, 448

Pacos (S. America), 100
Pan, for amalgamating gold ores,

622
for grinding and amalgamating,

556
for prospecting, 538

Paragenesis of minerals, 97
Parian cement, 613

preparation of, 624
Parodi on the Sicilian sulphur beds,

83
Parys mine, extraction of copper by

solution, 307
precipitation at, 616

Pass, 332
best form of, 348, 349

Patterson's stamps, 551
Paxman's roller for Huntington

mill, 561
Pay-bill for payment by measure,

638
value of product, 642
weight, 640

Pay-lead, 318
Payment by measure, 638, 639, 640

time, 637
time and measure, 641
value of product, 641
weight, 639

Pearce, on the tin-lodes of Corn-
wall, 7

Peeker, 222
Penhall's mine, Cornwall, succes-

sion of faults at, 92
Penrhyn slate quarry, 28S
Pensions, 693
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Percolation of surface water into

workings, 429
Percussion tables, 584, 589
Perpendicular shafts, advantages

of, 32s
Pestarena, loss of gold at, 631
Petroleum, 65, 66

conveyance by pipes, 374
extraction by wells, 304

Petroleum engine, 163
for pumping, 445
for working drill, 180

Pettenkofer, on the limit of carbonic
acid in air, 502

Phenolphtbalein, use of, in lime-

water test, 502
Phillips, on the mica of North

Carolina, 58
Phosphate kiln, American, 594
Phosphate of lime, 67, 69

discovery of, at Beauval, France,

94
in South Carolina and Florida,

68,69
search for, by piercing, 107
treatment of, 626
weathering of, 611

Photometric tests of light given by
safety lamps, 519, 520

Physical properties, dressing pro-

cesses depending on, 568
Pick and gad work, 154

handles, 153
Picking by hand, 541
Picks, 152

mechanical, 199
sharpening, 153
with separate blades, 153

Picric acid, explosives containing,

215
Pieler lamp, 499

testing tor fire - damp with
hydrogen flame, 500

Piercing, 106
Pigsty timbering, 245

for levels, 234
for shafts, 239

Pilar, on Franke's mechanical chisel,

199
Pillaring of slate, 81

plane, 314
Pillars and chambers, working wide

lodes with, 338
left as permanent supports, 309
worked away, 315

Pine, varieties used for mining
purpof^es, 227, 228

Pipe- lines, 374
Pipes, conveyance of minerals by, 349

Pipes

—

continued.

for compressed air, 170
for conveying water, 295
for pump column, 450
wooden, 450

Pitch lake of Trinidad, 22
of a shoot of ore, dcliiiition of,

II

purification of, 598
pine, 227

Pit-head frame, 394
Plane tables, 579
Planing machines, 565
Plank tubbing for shafts, 266
Plants, indications of minerals

afforded by, 103
Plaster of Paris, 613

preparation of, 624
Plat, 405
Plug and feathers, 2o3
Plumbism, 687
Plunger pump, 45

1

Plutonic rocks, 3
Pneumatic hoisting, 427

jig. 589
Poetsch's freezing process, 2S1
Pohle pump, 470
Points and crossings, underground,

354
Poling, 236
Pollution Prevention Act, Rivers,

667
Pontgibaud lead mines, carbonic

acid at, 475
Poppet heads, 394
Post, 237
Potassium salts, deposits at Stass-

furt, 70
discovery of, at Stassfurt,

96
method of mining, 315
treatment of, 627

Potosi, 78
Precipitation, 616
Premiums for good conduct, 652
Preparation of ores.

—

See DRESSING,

537
Preservation of timber, 229
Pressure of air, influence on health,

689
box, 295

Pricker, 161

Piibram, deep shafts at, 404
underground fire at, 708

Priestman's grab dredger, 176

Principles of employment of mining
labour, 637

Prop, 244
Props, iron and steel, 265
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Prospecting, or search for minerals,

93
by the diamond drill, 119, 123

by the diamond drill, cost of,

122

Prospector, qualifications of, 112

Provident societies, 690
Prussia, accidents from man-engines,

705
Puddling machine, Australia, 539
Pulley-frame, 394
Pulleys, 397
Pulsator, 622
Pulsometer, 468
Pulveriser, Cyclone, 563

Marsden's, 547
Pulverisers, miscellaneous, 563

pneumatic, 563
Pump column, 450

for extracting brine from bore-

hole, 306
lifting, 448
plunger, 451
plunger, advantages of, 452
Pohle, 470
pulsometer, 468
Riedler, 467
Rittinger, 454
rods, 445

counterbalancing, 457
iron, 461

valves, 453
Pumping engmes, compound, 443-

445
duty of, 472
placed underground, 466
single acting, 443
machinery, moving heavy parts

of, 461
plant, Shakemantle mine, 461

Pumps, drainage by, 441
driven compressed air or elec-

tricity, 470
drowning of, 450, 446, 467
wooden, 450
worked by hydraulic power,

4^9 ...
Purifying water from dressmg

works, 667
Pyrites, Carnarvonshire, 83

mode of working in North
Wales, 309

worked opencast, Rio Tinto,

289

QUAREIES, definition of, i

raising stone from open, 406

Quarries

—

continued.

slate. North Wales, 312
underground sJate, Ardennes,

3'4
stone, Bath, 310

Quarry Fencing Act, 667
Quartering, sampling by. 633
Quenast quarries, premiums for good

conduct, 652
Quicksand, Haase process of sinking

in, 283
Poetsch process of sinking in,

283
Triger's process of sinking in,

277
Quicksilver, chance discovery of, in

California, 94
mines of California and Nevada,
Becker on, 16

mines, unhealthiness of, 687
ore, occurrence of, 71
ore, treatment of, 627
rock, 74, 103

R
RACK-A-EOCK, 211
Ragging, 544
Rails, 351
Railways, electric, 371

surface, 376
underground, 351

Rammelsberg Mine, Hartz, pyrites
deposit, 32

Rand, gold output, 43
Ratchet drill, 155
Rating Act, 655
Raymond, on indicative plants, 104
Recreation, 696
Red clay of New Caledonia, 28, 60
Red bar (Johannesburg), 103
Rddonda, phosphate of alumina at,

69
Red River, tin ore got from, 630
Reflected daylight, working by,

513
Regulations for mines, working, 655
Regulations.

—

See Acts, 656
Reservoirs for compressed air, 16S

for hydraulic mining purposes,

293
Resistance to air-current, 510-512
Restronguet creek, dressing of tin

ore at, 629
method of working tin-bearing

gravel, 316
occurrence of tin- ore in alluvium

of, 85
shaft sinking at, 268
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Reticulated masses, 19
Retorting amalgam, 600

sulphur ores, 600
Returning charges, 642
Reumaux's automatic speed checker,

425
Revolving round table, 583
Reversed fault, 90
Rewarewa, 229
Rhosesmor mine, Flintshire, 435
Rice's clutch, 369
Richness of lodes, conditions affect-

ing, II

Richmond v. Eureka case, 8

Rickard, on Mount Morgan mine,
Queensland, 49

on the saddle-reefs of the Ben-
digo gold-field, 47

Riebeck's stove, 595
Riedler pumps, 467
Riffles, 299
Rigg and Meiklejohn's machine,

203
Rinchiusu, 475
Rio Tinto, arc-lamp at, 525

character of ore at, 33
geology of the district, 31
gozzan, 33
lodes at, 32
mines, shipping arrangements

at Huelva, 3S0
opencast, 289
pillar and chamber workings,

338
precipitation at, 616
timbering for levels, 233
treatment of copper ore at,

621
Rise, difficulty of ventilating, 486

mode of ventilating, 488
Rises, method of timbering, 344
Rittinger, fall of spheres in water,

568
Rittinger pump, 445, 454
Rittinger's percussion table, 584
Rivers Pollution Prevention Act,

667
Rivers, sinking shafts in, by freezing,

280
Roasting, 611, 613
Roberts, C. Warren, sleeper, 353
Roburite, 215

fumes from explosion of, 481
Rock-boring competition, 159
Rock-drills, 177
Rock-salt at Stassfurt, 70
Rods for man-engines, 535

for pumps, 445
Rolland's fireless locomotive, 363

Rolls, Cornish, 553, 554
Krom, 554

Roof of a bed, definition of, 5
slate mining, 312, 313

Root's blower, 494
Rope haulage, 365

preventing ^5hock to, in winding,

427
socket, 139, 140

Ropes for winding, steel, 399
modes of capping, 402
testing, 427

Rossigneux system of counterbalanc-
ing, 459

Rotary macnine drills, 178
washing machine for diamonds,

540
Rothliegendes in Mansfeld district,

29
Rothschonberger Stalin, 434
Koumania, salt mines, 312
Roumanian miner's hat, 672
Round tables for picking, 542

for sluices, 58;
Rowoldt's stove, 597
Royalties, 654

sliding scale for, 654
Ruelle's stove, 596
Ruins, indications afforded by, 109
Running loop, 447,
Russia, manganese ores of, 57

occurrence of quicksilver in,

73
Ryland's glass- lined pipe, 171

S

Sabot, 673
Saddle reefs, Victoria, 47
Safety catches, 426

on cage, 418
fuse, 217
gear for hauling men at Bory-

slaw, 531
lamp, used for testing for fire-

damp, 499
lamps, 518

St. Agnes, Cornwall, tin lodes of, 84
St. Day mines, heat at, 670
Saint-Etienne, mine-waggon used

at, 358
St. Just, strike of lodes at, 14
Salisbury Mine, Johannes-burg, 42
Salt, discovery of in Cleveland

district, 96
excavating by water, 226
extraction by wells and bore-

holes, 304

^ A
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Salt

—

continued.

mineral:* associated with, 97
miues, Cbeshire, 311

Koumania, 312
occurrence of, 75
preparation of, 628
workings for at Bex, 307
works affected by Alkali Acts,

665
Salzkammergut, mode of working

salt-marl, 307
Sampling by hand, 632

quartering, 633
taking out !?mall lots, 632
trenching, 632
object of, 632
machine, Bridgman's, 635

Brunton's, 635
Clarkson's, 634
Colorado, u&ed in 634

shovel, 633
Sandals, 673
San Domingos, 34
Sand-pump, 140
Sand-reel, 139
Sandstone, bituminous, California,

22
interstitial space in, 18

lead- bearing, Mechernich, 5, 18

silver-bearing of Utah, 18

Sarrau and Vieille, on the decompo
siiion of certain explosives, 212

Savage mine, heat at, 670
Sawing machines for stone, 564
Saws, circular, use for undercutting,

202
for cutting stone, 154
timbermen's, 231
used in getting fieestone, 310
wire, 204

Sawyer on underset of props in in-

clintd beds, 244
Saxon gad, 154

miner's lamp, 516
Schiiffer and Budenberg's speed

indicator, 533
Schiele fan, 497
Schools, 6S2
Schrader on Franke's mechanical

chisel, 199
Schulz's stove, 597
Scotch fir, 228

lamp, 516
Scotchman's United mine, oore-

hole at, 148
Scraper, 160
Screening, 566
Screw-conveyors, 375
Seams, 18

Seasoning of timber, 230

Sector wire rope, 40T
Securite, 215
Sediment-tube for diamond drill,

119
Self-discharging skips, 412

advantages of, 417
Self-oiling pedestals, 361
Selvage, definitioo of, 1

1

Separator, Frongoch, 576
Jacomety and Lenicque's, 575
Lockhart's gem, 577
siphon, 577, 579

Separators, upward current, 574
Sergeant drill, 193

groove-cutter, 199
Serpentine, occurrence of asbestos

in, 21

occurrence of nickel in, 61
Sets or frames, 234, 236
Seyssel, France, bituminous lime-

stone of, 22
treatment of asphalt rock of,

598
Shaft accidents, 705

arrangement of pumps in, 451,
461, 464, 465

linings of iron, 263
natural ventilation of, 486
rolls, 446
use of air-pipe for ventilating,

488
Shafts, cost of sinking in watery

strata, 271
crooked, arrangement of pump

rods in, 446
deep, at Pxibram, 404
freezing process of sinking,

278
for working mineral deposits,3o8
for working veins, 325
Kind-Chaudron process of

sinking, 271
lined with concrete, 253
lined with masonry, 252
natural ventilation by two,

483
Poetsch's freezing process for

sinking, 281
sunk by boring process, time

required, 277
timbering of, 236

Shaft-sinking, 225
by incandescent lamps, 524
through bed of river, 268

Shakemantle Mine, pumping plant
at, 461

Shanks' system of treating caliche,

608
Shaw's apparatus for testing for

fire-damp, 501
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Shcba Mine, Baiberton, 44
Gold Mine, aerial ropeway at,

384
Shell pump, 128
{shipping ores, arrangements for,

3S0
Stjoading, 105
Shoad-stones, 106
iShoe of stamps, 549

wooden, 673
Shoot of ore, definition of, II

bhoots, 348, 373
mouth for regulating dis-

charge of, 413
Shovel, 151
Shower-bath for miners, Anzin,

681

Siberia, freezing method of sinking
pits, 278

Sicilian miner's lamp, 515
Sicilian mines, steps for descent or

ascent, 527
Sicily, modes of working sulphur-

bearing limestone, 321
occurrence of sulphur in, 82

Sickness, 683
Side holes, 310
Sidings, endless rope system, 370
Sieves, 566
Signalling, 420

from cage, 533
Sill, 233
Silver, chance discoveries of, 95
Silver ores, occurrence of, 76

Broken Hill, N.S.W., 78
Calico, California, 79
Comstock Lode, Nevada, 76
Eureka Richmond, Nevada, 76
Huanchaca, Bolivia, 78
Kongsberg, Norway, 12

Stormont, Utah, 79
treatment of, 628

Silver-bearing sandstone, Utah, iS

Simultaneous fuse, 220
Single-rope haulage, 365
Sink, 222
Sinker-bar, 139
Sinking by compressed air method,

influence on health, 689
Kind-Chaudron method, 271
Poetsch, or freezing method,

281

shafts, 225
through watery strata, cost of,

271
Triger's method, 277

Siphon, draining mines by, 437
Siphon separator, 577
Skertrhly on the mining and knap-
ping of flint, 41

Skip, 404, 410
loading in shaft, 410, 4T2
self-discharging, De Beers in-

clined shaft, 412
for perpendicular shaft, 415

Skutterud, cobalt ore, 27
Slag-heaps, indications afforded by,

108

Slate, charging holes forrending, 219
circular saws used for, 564
dressing machines, 565
loss in dressing, 631
loss in mining, 314
methods of working, 312-315
Mines (Gunpowder) Act, 659
occurrence of, 79
pUning machines for, 565
prt-paration of, 628
splitting o^', 545

Sledges, 3 ;o, 375
Sleepers, steel, 352
Slickensides, 10, 89
Slide, 88
Slides for descent, 527
Sliding joint, Oeynhausen's, 12S
Sliding scale for royaliies, 654
Slip, 473
Slopes, 308
Sludger, 128
S uices, 297
Smith, Dr. Angus, on the candle-

test, 501
on the pollution of the air in

mines, 480
on the pi ©portion of oxygen in

respirable air, 506
process of testing air, 502
lacliard, on the gold-bearing
conglomerate of the Trans-
vaa,, 42

Snell, on miners' nystagmus, 689
Snore-piece. 448
Snow, disappearance of, from out-

crop of lode, 108

Societies, provident, 690
Sockets, joining two ropes by, 494
Solepiece, 233
Solfatara of Fozzuoli, sulphur from,

82
Solution, extraction of minerals by,

305
preparation of borax by. 608

nitrate of soda by, 608
potassium chloride by, 608

Somme department, occurrence of
phosphate of lime in, 68
treatment in, 627

Somorrostro, endless chain hiulage,

379
Sfcli-acting incline, 376
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Sorby, on the origin of the Cleve-
land ironstone, i8, 53

Sores produced by arsenious acid,

686
Sough, 433
Sounding, testing ground by, 705
Sources of mineral supply in British

Isles, 655
South Africa, discovery of diamonds

in>93
dressing of diamonds, 621
gold ore deposits, 41

South Carolina, phosphate beds, 68
treatment of phosphate of lime

in, 627
South Staffordshire Mines Drainage
Commission, 474

Space required per head, in rooms,
676

Spain, cupreous pyrites deposits of,

31-34
occurrence of quicksilver in, 72

Spalling, 544
Spathose ore, calcination of, 612
Spear-rod, 445
Speed indicator for winding engine,

533
Spider (candle-holder), 515
Spiles, 345
Spilling, or spiling, 236, 242
Spiral drum, 393
Splitting air-current, 510

slate, 545
Sprague electric diamond drill, 180
Sprengel type of explosives, 215
Spring stamps, 551
Spruce fir, 228
Square-set system of timbering, 246
Squib, 218
Stall-i, 309
Stamps, gravitation, 548

pneumatic, 551
spring, 551
steam-hammer, 551

Standards for wire ropeways, 3S2
Stanley's tunneller, 207
Stannaries Act, 668
Stapff, on prospecting for phos-

phorite, 104
Stassfurt, discovery of potassium

salts at. 96
occurrence of potassium salts

at, 70
preparation of salts at, 608
salt mines, sulphuretted hydro-
gen at, 479

treatment of potassium 6alt<,627

workings for carnallite, 315
Stationary engines for hauJHge, 364

table of Linkenbach, 581

Statutes affecting mines or quarries,

656, 659, 662, 665
Mining, 656
See Acts op Pabliament, 655

Steamboat springs, Nevada, 75
bteam digger, 173

engines for winding, 390
hammer stamps, 551
jet for ventilating, 492
process for sulphur, 600
shovel, 173
stove, 597

Sfeavenson twist drill driven by
power, 180

Steel beams used for supporting
levels, 256, 258

car wheels, 357
frames for levels, 259

shafts, 263
mine-waggons, 356, 360
props for working places, 266
pump rods, 445
sleepers, 352
wire-ropes, 399

Stein's endless belt, 586
Stelzner, on the lateral secretion

theory, 15
Stempels, 240, 329
Step-fault, 88
Steps for descent and ascent, 526

or stopes in open woiks, width
of, 286, 288, 289

Stockworks, 19
quicksilver ore, 73
silver ore, 79
tin ore, 19, 84
zinc ore, 87

Stokes' alcohol-reservoir for safety
lamp, 500

Stone, preparation of, 628
breakers, 546

Stoping, overhand, 329
underhand, 327

Stoves, for drying, 594
Jacobi's, 597
Krom's, 595
Eiebeck's, 595
Rowoldt's, 597
Ruelle's, 596
Schulz's, 597
steam, 597

Strapping plate«, 445
Stratified deposits, 4
Straw for tiring shots, 21S
Stream works, tin ore, 85
Strength of explosives, 216
Stretcher-bar, 197
Stretchers, 713
Strike, definition of, 5

iniluenceofchangeof,onveins,i3
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Stringy bark, 229
Struve's ventilator, 494
Studdles, 237, 243
Stull, 327
Sturgeon on the efficiency of com-

pressed air, 164
Sturtevant Mill, 563
Styria, graphite in, 50
Sublimation, formation of veins by,

Sub-Wealden boring near Battle, 96

Suction dredge, 177
pipe for brine well, 306

pumps, 448
Sudbury, discovery of nickel ore at,

94
nickel ores of, 61

Suffocation by gases, 707, 710
Sulphate of iron used for preserving

timber, 231
Sulphur, distillation of, 600

liquation of, 598
mode of occurrence of, 81

preparation of, 629

rock, Sicily, fire-damp emitted

by, 478
Bank Mine, California, 74

discoverv of quicksilver at,

96
gas from hot springs, 476

bearing limestone in Sicily,

82
mode of working, 321

seams, outcrop of, 102

Sulphuretted hydrogen in mines,

479
Sulphurous acid m mines, 479
Sump, 326
Supporting excavations, 227

Surface accidents, 711

drainage, 429
indications guiding the pros-

pector, 97
Surveying bore-holes, 147
Surveys, danger from inaccurate,

707
Sussex, preparation of gypsum,

624
Sussmann electric lamp, 523
Sutro Tunnel, Nevada, 436
Swab-stick, 160

Swage, 181

Sweden, iron ores of, 54
occurrence of zinc ore in, 87
searching for iron ore with the

magnetic needle, 112

Switzerland, workings for salt,

307
Sworn, 448
Synclinals, 47, S7

Tables, Jacomety and Lenicque's,

583
Linkenbach's, 581

percussion, 584, 5S9

picking, 542
plane, 579
revolving round, 583
Rittinger's percussion, 5S4

round, 581
Tabular deposits, 5
Tachometer, 533
Taeglichsbeck's report on housing

of miners, 674, 679
TagieflE's spouting oil-well, Baku, 65
Tailings, 243, 588
Tamarack copper mine, Lake Supe-

rior, 36, 37
Tamping bar, 160

charge, 217
Tapering ropes, 404
Taxation of mines, 625
Tasmania, dressing tin ore in, 630
Teague's aspirator, 493

noiseless valve, 453
Teel's Marsh, borax deposit, 23

Telephones used for signalling ia

mines, 421
Temper screw, 140
Temporary dam, 433
Testing air of mines, 498-510

ropes, 427
Thames gold-field, New Zealand, 13

Tharsis, pyrites mines, 34
Thawing dynamite, 213
Thickness of bed, measurement of, 5

Thrift, 690
Throw, or heave, 88

Throw of a fault, definition of, 89
mode of determining amount

of, 89
Timber, decaying, affects air of mine,

480
kinds used underground, 227

preservation of, 229
seasoning, 230
supports compared with steel,

257
used in Australia, 228

in England, 227
in United States, 228

withdrawing, from rubbish,

Foxdale, 338
Timbering in loose ground, 242

levels, 232
pigsty system, 234. 239, 245
shafts, 236
special excavations, Hartz, 241

square-set, 246
working places, 244
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Time occupied in descent and
ascent at Mansfeld, 532

payment by, 637
and measure, payment by, 641

Tin ore, alluvial deposit at Re-
stronguet Creek, 316

calcination of, 612, 613
dressing of, 629
lodes in granite, 7
mines affecttd by Alkali Acts,

665
mode of occurrence of, 83
separation from copper ore, 609
stockwork, Mulberry mine, near

Bodmin, 19
Toadstone, influence on lead veins

in Derbyshire, 13

Tonite, 215
fumes from explosion of, 4S1

Tools used for working timber, 231

Toothed rolls, 556
Torches, 515
Torpedo, 304
Transmission of power, 163

Transport above ground, 373
underground, 348

Trays, 349
Treadwell Mine, Alaska, 47
Treatment of ores.

—

See DRESSING,

537
Trelease's valve, 453
Trenching, sampling by, 632
Tribute, 641

advantages of working on, 643,

646
disadvantages of working on,

644, 645
system in Colorado, 647
at Festiniog, 649, 651

Triger's method of sinking, 277
Trimming stone by hand, 546
Trinidad, Pitch Lake of, 22

dressing of, 619
purification of, 598

Tripoli, occurrence of beds of, in

Sicily, 82

Trommels, 566, 567
Trouv^, apparatus for examining

bore-holes, 150
Trubi, 82
Truck Acts, 668
Tubbing for shafts, cast-iron, 26S

wood, ^66
Tunnelling machines, 206

Turbine, used for hoisting, 389
Turgu-Ocna mine, 312

Turn plates, 354
Tuscany, occurrence of boric acid, 25

preparation of boric acid, 620

Tutwork, 638, 639

u

Ulveeston, hfematite deposits of,

19
Umber, dressing of, 626

searching for by piercing, ic6

Undercurrents, 299
Undercutting machines, 199, 202
Underground pumping engines, 466

workings, 30S
Underhand stoping, 327
Underlie or underlay, definition of, 9
United Kingdom, death-rate from

accidents, 700
United States, candle-holder used

in, 514
gathering of natural ice, 51

lamp used in, 516
legal definition of lode in, 9
occurrence of copper in, 34
gold ore, 45
iron ore, 54
lead ore, 55
natural gas, 59
petroleum, 67
phosphate of lime, 68
quicksilver ore, 71

silver ore, 76
trees used for mining purposes,

228
Universal pick, 153
Unstratified deposits, 4
Upcast shaft, 484
Uppers, dust from boring, 685
Upthrow, 91
Upward-current separators, 574
Utah, silver-bearing sandstoiie, 79

Val-de-Teavers, Switzerland, bi-

tuminous limestone of, 22

Value of product, payment by, 641

Valve, butterfly, 453
double-beat, 454
Jan Ham's, 453
Hake's mouth, 453
ordinary leather, 448
Teague's noiseless, 454
Trelease's, 453

Van den Broeck and Rutot, portable

boring outfit, 1 17
Van lode, length of, 1

1

Van mine, fire-damp at, 476
method of working the wide

lode, 331
Vanner, Frue, 585
V-bob, 446
Vegetation on outcrop of lodes, 107
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Veins, definition of term, 5
heave sideways caused by slip

along line of dip, 91
intluence of change of strike on,

of enclosing rock on, 12, 13

intersections of, 12

mechanical filling of, 14
modes of working, 325-340
name applied to slate beds in

North Wales, 81

origin of, 14
varying width of, 16

Zimmermann's rule for finding

faulted portion of, 91
Veinstone, definition of, 11

Velocity of air-current, measure-
ment of, 506, 507

Venezuela, discovery of gold in by
Plassard, 94

occurrence of gold in, 44
Ventilating appliances, elliciency

of, 509
Ventilation, 475

compressed air, 492
fans, 494
furnace, 490
steam jet, 492
water blast, 492

falling down shaft, 4S6
effect of, on timber, 230
measurement of amount of air

passing, 506
natural, 482

Victoria, gold-fields of, 46
Villiers' stopping gear, 425
Viola calaminaria, 104
Volcanic emanations,suIphurfrom,8

1

rocks, 3
Vom Rath on the outcrop of the

silver veins of Butte, Montana, 98
Von Cotta, definition of a mineral

vein, 6

on the Zwitter of Altenberg, 84
Von Groddeck, definition of a

mineral vein, 6

Von Sandberger, definition of a
mineral vein, 6

on the lateral secretion theory, 1

5

Vugs, definition of, 6

Vulcano, sulphur from, 82

W
Waddle fan, 497
Waggons for underground use, 350,

355-360
points to be considered in de-

signing, 361

Wales, barracks for workmen, 676
manganese ore in, 58
lead ore in, 331
slate in, 79
underground workings for slate,

312
Walker's circular saw, 203, 204

detaching hook, 423
shutter for G-uibal fan, 496

Wallace on emanations of carbonic
acid at Alston Moor, 475

Wallaroo lode, discovery of, 93
Walling, 249
Walling stage, Galloway's, 409
Wall-plate, 236
Wall-posts, 240
Walls, Cleveland, 315

Festiniog, 312
of a lode, definition of, 10

Walton Brown on the resistance to
air-currents, 511

Wardwell stone-channelling ma-
chine, 202

Warming pan for dynamite, 213
Warocquere, 706
Washer, Australian, 539

De Beers, 540
revolving drum, 541

Washing ores, &c., 538
Wash-out fault, 87
Washing-pit used in North Wales,

539
Water, amount used by siphon

separator, 579
amount used in stamping, 551
barrel for winding, 437
column compressors, 165
excavating by, 226, 292
from dressing works, purifica-

tion of, 667
gauge, 508
irruptions of, into mines, 707
jet ventilating apparatus, 492
motion of particles in, 568
power used for working pumps,

442
spray for laying dust, 6S5
tanks, automatic, 438
used for rending rocks, 208
wheel used for hoisting, 389

Watertight linings for shafts, 266
Weathering of diamond- bearing

rock, 610
fire-clay, 611
ironstone, 611
phosphate of lime, 6n

Wedge, 154, 208
Elliott multiple, 20S

Wedging-crib, 267, 270
Weight, payment by, 639
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Wells. 30A
boring by rotation, 117
driven, 137

We Us light, 516
Welsh barracks, 676

manganese ore, occurrenca of,

58
dressing of, 625

lead ore, 331
miner's clogs, 672
slate mines, 79, 312

Wenstrom magnetic separator, 605
Werner, definition of a mineral

vein, 6
Weiy's stopping gear, 425
West and Darlington, hydraulic

counterpoise, 458
hydraulic plungers for working

inclined rods, 447
Wheal Mary Ann, section of lode

at, 6
Wheelbarrow, 350
Wheels for mine-waggons, 357
Whipsiderry, 388
White's sleeper, 353
Whitney, on the "Great Quartz
Vein " of California, 45

Wicks, candle, 513
Wide veins, method of working,

331
Wieliczka salt mines, 315

timber chocks, 245
Wind-bore, 448
Winding, 387

drum, 391
engines, 390
men at Carn Brea mine, 533
pulleys, 397
removing water by, 437

Windlass, 388
Windmills used for working pumps,

442
Winstanley's machine, 204
Winze, 326
Winzes, use of for ventilating, 489,

490
Wire saw, 204

Witwatersrand, 41
Wolf's magnetic lock for safety

lamps, 522
Woodbury ore concentrator, 586
Wooden pipes, 450

plugs used for rending rocks,
208

pulley frame, 395 '

Working barrel of pump, 448
in constrained position, effect

on men, 688
masses by horizontal slices,

ascending, 345
descending, 341

mineral deposits, methods of,

285
places, iron and steel supports,

265
supported by masonry, 254
timbering, 244

regulations for mines, 655
Workings, carbonic acid in old, 501

laying out open, 28S
Workmen, housing, 673
Wotherton mine, Shropshire, 13
Wrist, 310
Wrysgan mine, 314

Yellow Jacket mine, heat at, 670

Zimmerman's rule for finding lost

part of a vein, 91
Zinc blende, minerals associated

with, 97
Diepenlinchen, method of
working, 346

ores, calcination of, 612, 615
dressing of, 625, 630
occurrence of, 85, 86

Zwitter, or tin-bearing rock at Alten-
berg, 84

rrintetl by Ballanttne, Hanson &^ Co.
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